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*%  READERS, 

Who  may  not  have  perused  this  work,  as  it  progressed  from 
the  press,  will  perceive,  that  these  numbers  were  commenced, 
and  that  part  of  them  were  written  for  a  family  record,  while 
the  war  was  continually  proclaiming  its  events  from  the  embat- 
tled field.  Hence,  the  work,  from  a  seeming  necessity,  and  from 
the  then  unknown  duration  of  the  war,  assumed  its  present  form. 
Had  all  the  events  herein  registered  in  our  numbers  been  matter  of 
history,  before  the  first  was  printed,  they  would  have  enabled  us 
to  have  given  to  this  work  a  more  dignified  character.  Perhaps, 
however,  what  we  may  lose  in  respect,  the  reader  may  gain  in 
ir  rn:,ation.  The  simple  "unvarnished  tale"  often  more  instructs 
f:  >  the  leisurely  composed  and  rounded  periods  of  some  better 
rvriter,  but  semi-romantic  historian. 
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PREFACE. 


To  our  fellow  citizens  we  do  not  promise  a  perfect  and  an  im^ 
partial  history  of  this  war.  To  depict  with  perfect  accuracy  the 
embattled  plain,  while  the  roar  of  cannon  yet  lives  in  our  ears,  and 
the  dust,  excited  by  the  conflict,  yet  obscures  the  contending  le- 
gions, is  more  than  the  discerning  public  will  demand  or  we  can 
perform.  The  agitations  of  the  flood  may  distort  and  render  in- 
distinct the  images  which  the  sun  has  painted  on  its  bosom.  "We 
profess  to  love  our  country,  feel  for  its  honour  and  hope  for  its  glo- 
ry. With  this  partiality,  though  we  would,  we  may  not  always 
be  just.  We  may  also  be  embarrassed  by  the  necessary  policy  of 
war,  which  conceals  as  much  as  possible,  that  the  enemy  by  no 
chance  of  information  may  profit.  Any  occasional  excess  of  feel' 
ing  in  us  may  usually  be  either  restrained  or  rendered  harmless  to 
others,  as  we  shall  endeavor  to  collate  official  or  other  accredited 
public  documents,  to  present  rather  faithful  sketches  of  the  war, 
than  ourselves  as  historians,  imposing  upon  the  world  the  hasty 
deductions  of  our  own  mind,  perhaps  often  partial  and  incorrect. 
In  the  compilation  of  this  work,  in  which  genius  can  take  no  part, 
we  would  labor  to  exhibit  concisely  and  truly  this  war  to  our  citi- 
zens. By  the  method  attempted  to  be  pursued,  the  illusions  of  fan- 
cy, and  the  vagaries  of  a  distorted  imagination  will  be  exeluded 
ftom  our  pages. 


*  PREFACE. 

The  present  is  a  nameless  moment.     Political  partizans,  like 

prophecy,  effect  not  the  past  ;  they  operate  only  on  the  future 

In  this  presage,  even  honest  men  have  differed,  may  now  differ, 
and  will  hereafter  differ  :  but  the  evidence  of  the  past  is  testimony 
growing  into  historic  fact.  The  curses  of  the  law  are  against 
him  who  perverts  it.  This  is  a  hallowed  ark,  which  no  man  may 
touch. 

One,  whose  political  sentiments  differ  from  those  of  the  pub- 
lishers, being  associated  with  this  press,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
compiling  these  sketches  of  the  war,  opposite  politics  will  balance 
m  even  scales,  and  our  patrons  may  less  apprehend  any  of  the 
excesses  of  partly. 

The  work  shall  be  for  our  country,  truth  shall  be  our  aim,  and 
we  hope  a  general  patronage  our  reward.  Surely  no  good  citi- 
zen would  be  regardless,  and  no  proud  one  ignorant  of  the  mar- 
tial achievements  of  our  country.  Useful  to  ourselves  and  to  pos- 
terity may  be  the  knowledge  of  the  causes,  which  have  occasion- 
ally operated  victory  or  disgrace  to  our  arms.  It  is  profitable  to 
be  taught,  even  by  the  enemy,  and  to  learn  from  defeat  to  achieve 
victories. 

When  believed  to  be  necessary  for  understanding  the  subject, 
geographical  descriptions  and  biographical  sketches  will  be  inter- 
spt-rsed,  and  every  elucidation,  which  we  may  be  enabled  to  give, 
shall  appear  on  our  pages.  With  the  generous  patronage  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  our  mountains  may  echo  the  storm  of  battle,  and 
the  gleam  of  the  sword  of  our  warriors  be  seen  afar. 
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Volume   I Number   1. 


CHAPTER  I. 

The  PresidenVs  Manifesto Jet  of  Congress  declaring  war...,. 

President's  proclamation General  Bloomjield  issues  his  or- 
ders  Commodore    Rogers  sails First  prisoner,  and  first 

prize Naval  force  of  the  United  States Schedule  of  the 

apportionment  of  100,000  militia,  by  act  of  Congress  of  12th 
Aprily  1812 Instructions  for  private  armed  vessels. 

On  the  first  day  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison  sent  into 
Congress  his  manifesto,  in  the  following  words  : 

**  I  Gommunicate  to  Congress  certain  documents,  being  a  contin- 
uation of  those  heretofore  laid  before  them,  on  the  subject  of  our 
affairs  with  Great  Britain. 

"  Without  going  back  beyond  the  renewal  in  1803,  of  the  war 
in  which  Great  Britain  is  engaged,  and  omitting  unrepaired 
wrongs  of  inferior  magnitude,  the  conduct  of  her  government 
presents  a  series  of  acts  hostile  to  the  United  States  as  an  indpen- 
dent  and  neutral  nation. 

"  British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  continual  practice  of  violating 
the  American  flag  on  the  great  highway  of  nations,  and  of  seiz- 
ing and  carrying  off  persons  sailing  under  it;  not  in  the  exercise 
of  a  belligerent  right  founded  on  the  law  of  nations  against  an 
enemy,  but  of  a  municipal  prerogative  over  British  subjects.  Brit- 
ish jurisdiction  is  thus  extended  to  neutral  vessels  in  a  situation 
where  no  laws  can  operate  but  the  law  of  nations  and  the  laws 
of  the  country  to  which  the  vessels  belong:  and  a  self  redress  is 
assumed,  which,  if  British  subject  were  wrongfully  detain^^d  and 
alone  concerned,  is  that  substitution  of  force,  for  a  resort  to  the 
responsible  sovereign,  which  falls  within  the  definition  of  war. 
Could  the  seizure  of  British  subjects   in  such  cases   be  regarded  as 
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within  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent  right,  the  acknowledged  laws 
of  war,  which  forbid  an  article  of  captured  property  to  be  adjudg- 
ed without  a  regular  investigation  before  a  competent  tribunal, 
would  imperiously  demand  the  fairest  trial,  where  the  sacred 
rights  of  persons  were  at  issue.  In  place  of  such  a  trial,  these 
rights  are  subjected  to  the  will  of  every  petty  commander. 

"  The  practice,  hence,  is  so  far  from  affecting  British  subjects 
alone,  that,  under  the  pretext  of  searching  for  these,  thousands  of 
American  citizens,  under  the  safeguard  of  public  law,  and  of  their 
national  flag,  have  been  torn  from  their  country  and  every  thing 
dear  to  them  ;  have  been  dragged  on  board  ships  of  war  of  a  for- 
eign nation,  and  exposed,  under  the  severities  of  their  discipline, 
to  be  exiled  to  the  most  distant  and  deadly  climes,  to  rivsk  their 
livps  in  the  battles  of  their  oppressors,  and  to  be  the  melancholy 
instruments  of  taking  away  those  of  their  own  brethren. 

'^  Against  this  crying  enormity,  which  Great  Britain  would  be 
eo  prompt  to  avenge  if  committed  against  herself,  the  United  States 
have  in  vain  exhausted  remonstrances  and  expostulations.  And 
that  no  proof  might  be  wanting  of  their  conciliatory  dispositions, 
and  no  pretext  left  for  a  continuance  of  the  practice,  the  British 
government  was  formally  assured  of  the  readiness  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  arrangements,  such  as  could  not  be  rejected, 
if  the  recovery  of  British  subjects  were  the  real  and  sole  object. 
The  communication  passed  without  effect. 

*'  British  cruizers  have  been  in  the  practice  also,  of  violating  the 
rights,  and  the  peace  of  our  coasts.  They  hover  over  and  har- 
rass  our  departing  commerce.  To  the  most  insulting  pretensions 
they  have  added  the  most  lawless  proceedings  in  our  very  har- 
bors ;  and  have  wantonly  spilt  American  blood  within  the  sanctu- 
ary of  our  territorial  jurisdiction.  The  principles  and  rules  en- 
forced by  that  nation,  when  a  neutral  nation,  against  armed  vessels 
or  belligerents  hovering  near  her  coasts,  and  disturbing  her  com- 
merce, are  well  known.  When  called  on,  nevertheless,  by  the 
United  States,  to  punish  the  greater  offences  committed  by  her 
own  vessels,  her  government  has  bestowed  on  their  commanders 
additional  marks  of  honour  and  confidence. 

"  Under  pretended  blockades,  without  the  presence  of  an  ade- 
quate force,  and  sometimes  without  the  practicability  of  applying 
one,  our  commerce  has  been  plundered  in  every  sea  :  the  great 
staples  of  our  country  have  been  cut  off  from  their  legitimate  mar- 
kets ;  and  a  destructive  blow  aimed  at  our  agricultural  and  mari; 
time  interests.  In  aggravation  of  these  predatory  measures,  they 
have  been  considered  as  in  force  from  the  dates  of  their  notifica- 
tion ;  a  retrospective  effect  being  thus  added,  as  has  been  done 
in  other  important  cases,  to  the  unlawfulness  of  the  course  pursur 
ed.  And  to  render  the  outrage  the  more  signal,  these  mock 
t>1ockades  have  been  reiterated  and  enforced  in  the  face  of  official 
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communications  from  the  British  government,  declaring,  as  the 
true  definition  ot  a  legal  blockade,  <*  that  particular  ports  must  be 
actually  invested,  and  previous  warning  given  to  vessels  bound  to 
them  not  to  enter." 

"  Not  content  with  these  occasional  expedients  for  laying  waste 
our  neutral  trade,  the  cabinet  of  Great  Britain  resorted,  at  length, 
to  the  sweeping  system  of  blockades,  under  the  name  of  Oiders  io 
Council,  which  has  been  moulded  and  managed  as  might  best  suit 
its  political  views,  its  commercial  jealousies,  or  the  avidity  of  Brit- 
ish cruisers. 

"  To  our  remonstrances  against  this  complicated  and  transcend- 
ant  injustice  of  this  innovation,  the  first  reply  was,  that  the  orders 
were  reluctantly  adopted  by  Great  Britain  as  a  necessary  retalia- 
tion on  the  decrees  of  her  enemy  proclaiming  a  general  blockade 
of  the  British  isles,  at  a  time  when  the  navai  force  of  that  enemy 
dared  not  to  issue  from  his  own  ports.  She  was  reminded  with- 
out effect,  that  her  own  prior  blockades,  unsupported  by  an  ade- 
quate naval  force,  actually  applied  and  continued,  were  a  bar  to 
this  plea  :  that  executed  edicts  against  millions  of  our  property 
could  not  be  retaliation  on  edicts,  confessedly  impossible  to  be  ex- 
ecuted :  that  retaliation,  to  be  just,  ghould  fall  on  the  party  set- 
ting the  guilty  example,  not  on  an  innocent  party,  which  was 
not  even  chargeable  with  an  acquiescence  in  it. 

<f  When  deprived  of  this  slimsy  veil  for  a  prohibition  of  our  trade 
with  her  enemy,  by  the  repeal  of  his  prohibition  of  our  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  her  cabinet,  instead  of  a  corresponding  repeal,  or 
practical  discontinuance  of  its  orders,  formally  avowed  a  deter- 
mination to  persist  in  them  against  the  United  States,  until  the 
markets  of  her  enemy  should  be  laid  open  to  British  products  :  thus 
asserting  an  obligation  on  a  neutral  power  to  require  one  belliger- 
ent to  encourage,  by  its  internal  regulations,  the  trade  of  anotlier 
belligerent :  contradicting  her  own  practice  towards  all  nations, 
in  peace  as  well  as  in  war  ;  and  betraying  the  insincerity  of  those 
professions  which  inculcated  a  belief  that,  having  resorted  to  her 
orders  with  regret,  she  was  anxious  to  find  an  occasion  for  putting 
an  end  to  them. 

"Abandoning  still  more  all  respect  for  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  its  own  consistency,  the  British  government 
now  demands  as  prerequisites  to  a  repeal  of  its  orders,  as  they  re- 
late to  the  United  States,  that  a  formality  should  be  observed  in 
the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  nowise  necessary  to  their  termi- 
nation, nor  exemplified  by  British  usage  ;  and  that  the  French  re- 
peal, besides  including  that  portion  of  the  decrees  which  operates 
within  a  territorial  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  that  which  operates  on 
the  high  seas  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  should 
not  be  a  single  special  repeal  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  bur 
should  be  extended  to  whatever  other  neutral  nations,  unconnect- 
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ed  with  Ihem,  maybe  affected  by  those  decree.--.  And  as  an  adn 
ditional  insult,  they  are  called  on  for  a  formal  disavowal  of  condi- 
tions and  pretensions  advanced  by  the  French  government,  for 
which  the  United  States  are  so  far  from  having  made  themselves 
responsible,  that,  in  official  explanations,  which  have  been  publish- 
ed to  the  world,  and  in  a  correspondence  of  the  American  minis- 
ter at  London  with  the  British  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  such  a 
responsibility  was  explicitly  and  emphatically  disclaimed. 

**  It  has  become  indeed  sufliciently  certain,  that  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  is  to  be  sacrificed,   not  as  interfering  with  the 

belligerent  rights  of  Great  Britain not  as  supplying  the  wants  of 

her  enemies,  which  she  herself  supplies  ;  but  as  interfering  with 
the  monopoly  which  she  covets  for  her  own  commerce  and  navi- 
gation. She  carries  on  a  war  against  the  lawful  commerce  of  a 
friend,  that  she  may  the  better  carry  on  a  commerce  with  an  en- 
emy  a  commerce,  polluted  by  the  forgeries  and  perjuries  which 

are  for  the  most  part  the  only  passports  by  which  it  can  succeed. 

"  Anxious  to  make  every  experiment  short  of  the  last  resort  of 
injured  nations,  the  United  States  have  withheld  from  Great  Brit- 
ain,  under  successive  modifications,  the  benefits  of  a  free  inter- 
course with  their  market,  the  loss  of  which  could  not  but  out- 
weigh the  profits  accruing  from  her  restrictions  of  our  commerce 
with  other  nations.  And  to  entitle  these  experiments  to  the  more 
favorable  consideration,  they  were  so  framed  as  to  enable  her  to 
place  her  adversary  under  the  exclusive  operation  of  them.  To 
these  appeals  her  government  has  been  equally  inflexible,  as  if 
willing  to  make  sacrifices  of  every  sort,  rather  than  yield  to  the 
claims  of  justice,  or  renounce  the  errors  of  a  false  pride.  Nay, 
so  far  were  the  attempts  carried  to  overcome  the  attachment  of 
the  British  cabinet  to  its  unjust  edicts,  that  it  received  every  en- 
couragement within  the  competency  of  the  executive  branch  of 
our  government,  to  expect  that  a  repeal  of  them  would  be  follow- 
ed by  a  war  between  the  United  States  and  France,  unless  the 
French  edicts  should  also  be  repealed.  Even  this  communication, 
although  silencing  forever  the  plea  of  a  disposition  in  the  United 
States  to  acquiesce  in  those  edicts,  originally  the  sole  plea  of  them, 
received  no  attention. 

"  If  no  other  proof  existed  of  a  predetermination  of  the  British 
government  against  a  repeal  of  its  orders,  it  might  be  found  in  the 
correspondence  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  and  the  British  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  in 
1810,  on  the  question  whether  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  was 
considered  as  in  force,  or  as  not  in  force.  It  had  been  ascertain- 
ed that  the  French  government,  which  urged  this  blockade  as  the 
ground  of  its  Berlin  decree,  v^^as  willing,  in  the  event  of  its  remov- 
al, to  repeal  that  decree  ;  which  being  follov.-ed  by  alternate  re- 
peals of  the  other  offensive  edicts,  might  abolish  the  whole  system 
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on  both  sides.  This  inviting  opportunity  for  accomplishing  an  ob- 
ject so  important  to  the  United  States,  and  professed  so  often  to 
be  the  desire  of  both  the  belHgerents,  was  made  known  to  the 
British  government.  As  that  government  admits  that  an  actual 
application  of  an  adequate  force  is  necessary  to  the  existence  of  a  le- 
gal bIockade,and  it  was  notorious,  that,  if  such  a  force  had  ever  been 
applied,  its  long  discontinuance  had  annulled  the  blockade  in  ques- 
tion, there  could  be  no  sufficient  objection  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  to  a  formal  revocation  of  it  ;  and  no  imaginable  objection 
to  a  declaiation  of  the  fact  that  the  blockade  did  not  exist.  The 
declaration  would  have  been  consistent  with  her  avowed  princi- 
ples of  blockade,  and  would  have  enabled  the  United  States  to  de- 
mand from  France  the  pledged  repeal  of  her  decrees  ;  either  with 
success,  in  which  case  the  way  would  have  been  opened  for  a  gen- 
eral repeal  of  the  belligerent  edicts;  or  without  success,  in  which 
case  the  United  States  would  be  justified  in  turning  their  meas- 
ures exclusively  against  France.  The  British  government  would, 
however,  neither  rescind  the  blockade,  nor  declare  its  non-exist- 
ence :  nor  permit  its  non-existence  to  be  inferred  and  affirmed 
b}'  the  American  plenipotentiar}'.  On  the  contrary,  by  represent- 
ing the  blockade  to  be  coraptehended  in  the  orders  in  council,  the 
United  States  were  compelled  so  to  regard  it  in  their  subsequent 
proceedings. 

"There  was  a  period  when  a  favorable  change  in  the  policy  of  the 
British  cabinet  was  justly  considered  as  established.  The  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  hisBritannic  majesty  here  proposed  an  adjustment 
of  the  diiferences  more  immediately  endangering  the  harmony  of 
the  two  countries.  The  proposition  was  accepted  with  a  promp- 
ti;ude  and  cordiality  corresponding  with  the  invariable  professions 
of  this  government.  A  foundation  appeared  to  be  laid  for  a  sin- 
cere and  lasting  reconciliation.  The  prospect,  however,  quickly 
vanished.  The  whole  proceeding  was  disavowed  by  the  British 
government,  without  any  explanations  which  could  at  that  time 
repress  the  belief,  that  the  disavowal  proceeded  from  a  spirit  of 
hostility  to  the  commercial  rights  and  prosperity  of  the  United 
States.  And  it  has  since  come  into  proof,  that  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  the  public  minister  was  holding  the  language  of  friend- 
ship and  inspiring  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the  negociation 
•»vith  which  he  was  charged,  a  secret  agent  of  his  government 
■was  employed  in  intrigues,  having  for  their  object  a  subversion  of 
our  government,  and  a  dismemberment  of  our  happy  union. 

"  In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United 
Spates,  our  attention  is  necessarily  drawn  to  the  warfare  just  re- 
newed by  the  savages  on  one  of  nur  extensive  frontiers  ;  a  war- 
fare which  IS  known  to  spare  neither  age  nor  sex,  and  to  be  dis- 
tin,ruished  by  features  peculiarly  shocking  to  humanity.  It  is  diffi- 
cul'  to  account  for  the  activitv  and  combinations  which  have  for 
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some  time  been  de%'eloping  themselves  among  tribes  in  con- 
stant intercourse  with  British  traders  and  garrisons,  without  con- 
necting  their  hostih'tv  with  that  influence  ;  and  without  recollect- 
Jng  the  authenticated  examples  of  such  interpositions  heretofore 
furnished  by  the  otficers  and  agents  of  that  gc  vernment. 

"  Such  is  the  spectacle  of  injuries  and  indignities  which  have  beeu 
heaped  on  our  country  ;  and  such  the  crisis  which  its  unexampled 
forbearance  and  conciliatory  efforts  have  not  been  able  to  avert. 
It  might  at  least  have  been  expected,  that  an  enlightened  nation, 
if  less  urged  by  moral  obligations,  or  invited  by  friendly  dispositions 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  would  have  found  in  its  true  in- 
terest alone  a  sufficient  motive  to  respect  their  rights  and  their 
tranquility  on  the  high  seas  ;  that  an  enlarged  policy  would  have 
favoured  that  free  and  general  circulation  of  commerce,  in  which 
the  British  nation  is  at  all  times  interested,  and  which  in  times  of 
war  is  the  best  alleviation  of  its  calamities  to  herself,  as  well  as  the 
other  belligerents  ;  and  more  especially  that  the  British  cabinet 
would  not,  for  the  sake  of  a  precarious  and  surreptitious  intercourse 
with  hostile  markets,  have  persevered  in  a  course  of  measures 
which  necessarily  put  at  hazard  the  invaluable  market  of  a  great 
and  growing  country,  disposed  to  cultivate  the  mutual  advantages 
of  an  active  commerce. 

"Other  councils  have  prevailed.  Our  moderation  and  concilia- 
tion have  had  no  other  effect  than  to  encourage  perseverance,  and 
to  enlarge  pretentions.  We  behold  our  seafaring  citizens  still  the 
daily  victims  of  lawless  violence  committed  on  the  great  common 
and  highway  of  nations,  even  within  sight  of  the  country  which 
owes  them  protection.  We  behold  our  vessels,  freighted  with  the 
products  of  our  soil  and  industry,  or  returning  with  the  honest  pro- 
ceeds of  them,  wrested  from  their  lawful  destinations,  confiscated 
by  prize  courts,  no  longer  the  organs  of  public  law,  but  the  instru- 
jBients  of  arbitrary  edicts  ;  and  their  unfortunate  crews  dispersed 
and  lost,  or  forced  or  inveigled  in  British  ports  into  British  fleets  ; 
whilst  arguments  are  employed,  in  support  of  these  aggressions, 
which  have  no  foundation  but  in  a  principle  equally  supporting  a 
olaim  to  regulate  our  external  commerce  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

"  We  behold,  in  fine,  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain,  a  state  of 
war  against  the  United  States ;  on  the  side  of  the  United  States 
a  state  of  peace  towards  Great  Britain. 

"  Whether  the  United  States  shall  continue  passive  under  these 
progressive  usurpations,  and  these  accumulating  wrongs  ;  or,  op- 
posing force  to  force  in  defence  of  their  natural  rights,  shall  com- 
mit a  just  cause  into  the  hands  of  the  Almighty  disposer  of  events; 
avoiding  all  connections  which  might  entangle  it  in  the  contests  or 
views  of  other  powers,  and  preserving  a  constant  readiness  to  con- 
cur in  an  honorable  re-establishment  of  peace  and  friendship,  is  a 
solemn  question^  which  the  constitution  wisely  confides  to  the  le- 
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gislative  Department  of  the  government.  In  recommendiog  it  to 
their  early  deliberations,  I  am  happy  in  the  assurance  that  the  de- 
cision will  be  worthy  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  councils  of  a 
virtuous,  a  free  and  a  powerful  nation. 

"  Having  presented  this  view  of  the  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  Great  Britain,  land  of  the  solemn  alternative  growing  out  of 
them,  I  proceed  to  remark,  that  the  communications  last  made  to 
Congress  on  the  subject  ol  our  relations  with  France  will  have 
shown  that  since  the  revocation  of  her  decrees  as  they  violated 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  her  government  has  author- 
ised illegal  captures,  by  its  privateers  and  public  ships,  and  that 
other  outrages  have  been  practised  on  our  vessels  and  our  citizens. 
It  will  have  been  seen  also,  that  no  indemnity  had  been  provided, 
or  satisfactorily  pledged,  for  the  extensive  spoliations  committed 
under  the  violent  and  retrospective  orders  of  the  French  govern- 
ment against  the  properly  of  our  citizens  seized  within  the  juris- 
diction of  France.  I  abstain  at  this  time  from  recommending  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress  definitive  measures  with  respect  to 
that  nation,  in  the  expectation,  that  the  result  of  unclosed  discus- 
sions between  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  Paris  and  the  French 
government  will  speedly  enable  Congress  to  decide,  with  greater 
advantage,  on  the  course  due  to  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  the 
honour  of  our  country.  JAMES  MADISON." 

On  the  18th  of  June  it  was  enacted  by  Congress,  "  That 
WAR  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  exist  between  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  dependen- 
ces thereof,  and  the  United  States  of  America  and  their  territories; 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  and  is  hereby  au- 
thorised to  use  the  whole  land  and  naval  force  of  the  United  States 
to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  and  to  issue  to  private  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States  commissions  or  letters  of  marque  and  gener- 
al reprisal,  in  such  form  as  he  shall  think  proper,  and  under  the 
seal  of  the  United  States,  against  the  vessels,  goods,  and  effects  of 
the  government  of  the  same  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  subjects  thereof." 

The  declaration  of  war  was  announced  on  the  day  after  its  pas^ 
sage  by  Proclamation,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
A  PROCLAMATION. 
Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the 
constituted  authorities  vested  in  them,  have  decided  by  their  act, 
bearing  date  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  present  month,  that  War 
exist  between  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
and  the  dependences  thereof,  and  the  United  States  of  America 
a      their  territories;  Now^  therefore,  IJames  Madison,  Pre^- 
\  B 

I 
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dent  of  the  United  States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim  the  same 
to  all  whom  it  may  concern  ;  and  I  do  specially  enjoin  on  all  per- 
sons holding  offices,  civil  or  military,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  that  they  be  vigilant  and  zealous,  in  discharging  the 
duties  respectively  incident  thereto  :  And  I  do  moreover  exhort  the 
good  people  of  the  United  States,  as  they  love  their  country  ;  as 
they  value  the  precious  heritage  derived  from  the  virtue  and  val- 
or of  their  fathers  :  as  they  feel  the  wrongs  which  have  forced  on 
them  the  last  resort  of  injured  nations  ;  and  as  they  consult  the 
best  means,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  of  abridging 
its  calamities  ;  that  they  exert  themselves  in  preserving  order,  in 
promoting  concord,  in  maintaining  the  authority  and  the  efficacy 
of  the  laws,  and  in  supporting  and  invigorating  all  the  measures 
which  may  be  adopted  by  the  constituted  authorities,  for  obtainmg 
a  speedy,  a  just,  and  an  honorable  peace. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused 
(L.  S.)    the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these 

presents. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  nineteeth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred   and  twelve,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  the  thirty-sixth. 
(Signed)  JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President, 
James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State. 

General  Bloomfield,  in  his  orders  of  the  20th  June,  as  com^ 
mander  of  the  forts  in  the  harbor  of  New-York,  announced  the 
declaration  of  war. 

Commodore  Rodgers  immediately  got  under  way,  having  un- 
der his  command  the  frigates  President,  the  United  States,  and 
Congress,  the  sloops  Hornet  and  Argus.  He  was  over  the  bar 
belore  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  proceeded  to  sea  in  quest, 
as  was  supposed,  of  the  British  frigate  Belvidera,  and  sloop  of  war 
Tartarus,  which  uere,  for  some  days,  blockading  that  port  and 
capturing  our  shipping.  It  is  however  probable  that  the  enemy 
received  such  early  notice  of  his  intended  fate  as  enabled  him 
to  efTect  a  tim'.ly  escape. 

The  Commodore,  in  an  address  to  his  crew,  told  them,  the 
time  had  arrived  when  the  country  required  their  services — *<  If 
(said  he)  there  are  any  ol  you  unwilling  to  risk  your  lives  with 
me,  say  so,  and  you  shall  be  paid  off  and  discharged."  Every 
man  huzza'd,  and  said  they  would  stand  or  fall  with  their  commo- 
dore. 

First  prisoner. — Before  the  declaration  of  war  was  known  at 
Norfolk,  m  Virginia,  a  stranger,  by  the  name  of  Wilkinson,  had 
arrived  in  that  town,  and  lodged  at  the  British  Consul's.  He  ^'  |^ 
understood  to  be  a  British  officer,  though  habited  as  a  private  ; 
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tleman.  This  circumstance  was  not  noticed  till  the  declaration 
of  war  was  received,  a  few  days  after  ;  when,  as  the  mail-boat 
was  about  to  depart  for  Hampton,  he  was  observed  making  his 
way  with  uncommon  speed  and  circumspection  along  the  back 
street,  which  leads  from  the  British  Consul's  to  the  wharf  where 
the  mail-boat  lay,  when  be  sprang  on  board,  darted  into  the  ca- 
bin, and  in  a  few  seconds  the  boat  was  under  way.  From  his  pre- 
cipitate retreat  some  of  the  leading  citizens  were  apprehensive  he 
intended  to  communicate,  without  delay,  the  news  of  the  war  to 
a  British  man  of  war,  known  to  be  hovering  on  that  coast.  Two 
boats,  one  from  the  navy-yard,  the  other  from  fort  Nelson,  were 
immediately  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  the  mail-boat,  which  they 
overtook,  and  re-conducted  Mr.  Wilkinson  to  the  navy-yard, 
as  a  prisoner  of  war.  He  was  supposed  to  be  a  captain  in  the 
Royal  Marines. 

First  prize. — On  the  25th  June  arrived  at  Norfolk,  the  schoon- 
er Patriot,  J.  A.  Brown,  ma«teT,  from  Guadaloup,  bound  to  Hali- 
fax with  a  valuable  cargo  of  sugar,  as  prize  to  the  revenue  cut- 
ter Jefferson,  Wm.  Ham,  master. 

Naval  force. — The  following,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  was  a  list  of  the  naval  force  of  thf  United  States  : 


Rated. 

Mounting. 

Constitution, 

44 

58 

Capt.  Hull. 

United  States, 

44 

58 

Decatur. 

President, 

44 

58 

Com.  Rodgers. 

Chesapeake, 

36 

44 

Ordinary. 

New-York, 

36 

44 

do. 

Constellation, 

36 

44 

do. 

Congress, 

36 

44 

Capt.  Smith. 

Boston, 

.   32 

Ordinary. 

Essex, 

32 

Capt.  Porter. 

Adams, 

32 

Ordinary, 

CORVETTE. 

John  Adams, 

26 

Capt.  Ludlow. 

SHIPS    OF   WAR. 

Wasp, 

16 

18 

Capt.  Jones. 

Hornet, 

16 

18 

Lawrence. 

BRIGS. 

Siren, 

16 

Lieut.  Carol!. 

Argus, 

16 

Crane. 

Oneida, 

16 

Com.  Woolsey. 

SCHOONERS.' 

Vixen, 

12 

Lieut.  Gadsden. 

Nautilus, 

12 

Sinclair. 

^.^Enterprise, 

12 

Blakeley. 

U^'^P^''* 

12 

Bainbridge. 

=*     70  Gun-Boats 

,  20  at  New-Orleans, 

Capt.  Shaw. 
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bpitfire,        y  (.V  esuvm?. 

Military  forcr. — As  preparatory  to  a  state  of  war,  CoRgres?,  hy 
their  ?.ct  of  the  10th  of  April,  18)2,  had  authorized  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States  of  100,000  men,  apportioned 
as  follows : 


New-Hampshire, 

3,500 

Maryland,           6,000 

Massachusetts, 

10,000 

Virginia              12,000 

Connecticut, 

3,000 

North  Carolina,  7,0C0 

Rhode  Island, 

500 

South  Carolina,  5,000 

Vermont, 

3,000 

Georgia,               3,500 

Kew-York, 

13,500 

Kentucky,           5,500 

New -Jersey, 

5,000 

Ohio,                    5,000 

Pennsylvania, 

14,000 

Tennessee,           2,500 

Dtlaware, 

1,000 

100,000 

Instructions  for  private  armed  vessels. — Mr.  Munroe,  as  Sec- 
retary of  State,  by  command  of  the  President,  issued  the  following 
instructions  to  the  captains  and  commanders  of  private  armed  ves- 
sels. 

"  1.  The  tenure  of  your  commission  under  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  *^  an  act  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize 
goods,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  will  be  kept  constantly 
in  your  view.  The  high  seas  referred  to  in  your  commission, 
you  will  understand,  generally,  to  extend  to  low  water  mark  ; 
but  with  the  exception  of  the  space  within  one  league,  or  three 
miles,  from  the  shore  of  countries  at  peace  both  with  Great  Brit- 
ain and  with  the  United  States.  You  may  nevertheless  execute 
your  commission  within  that  distance  of  the  shore  of  a  nation  at 
■war  with  Great  Britain,  and  even  on  the  waters  within  the  juris- 
diction of  such  nation,  if  permitted  so  to  do. 

**  2.  You  are  to  pay  the  strictest  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral 
powers,  and  the  usages  of  civilized  nations  ;  and  in  all  your  pro- 
ceedings towards  neutral  vessels,  you  are  to  give  them  as  little 
molestation  or  interruption  as  will  consist  with  the  right  of  ascer- 
taining their  neutral  character,  and  of  detaining  and  bringing 
them  in  for  regular  adjudication,  in  the  proper  case.  You  are 
particularly  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  using  force  or  seduc- 
tion, with  a  view  to  deprive  such  vessels  of  their  crews,  or  of 
their  passengers,  other  than  persons  in  the  military  service  of  the 
enemy. 

*^  3.  Toward?  enemy's  vessels  and  their  crews,  you  are  to  pro- 
ceed in  exercising  the  rights  of  war,  with  all  the  justice  and  hu- 
manity which  characterize  the  nation  of  which  you  are  members. 

"  4.  The  master  and  one  or  more  of  the  principal  persons  belong- 
ing   to    captured  vessels,   are  to  be   sent,   as  soon  after  the  cap- 
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«ure  as  may  be,  to  the  judge  or  judges  of  the  proper  court  in  the 
tJnited  States,  to  be  examined  upon  oath,  touching  the  interest  or 
property  of  the  captured  vessel,  and  her  lading ;  and  at  the 
same  time  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  judge  or  judges,  all  passes, 
charter  parties,  bills  of  lading,  invoices,  letters  and  other  docu- 
ments, and  writings  found  on  board  ;  the  said  paper?  to  be  provecL 
by  the  affidavit  of  the  commander  of  the  capturing  vessels,  or 
some  other  person  piesent  at  the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  they 
were  received,  without  fraud,  addition,  subduction  or  embezzle- 
ment." 


CHAPTER  11. 

Northxvestcrn  army General  Hull his^  march advance  intd 

Canada his  retreat,  capitulation,  surrender  and  trial. 

In  April,  1812,  by  virtue  of  a  requisition  from  the  Presi. 
dent  of  the  United  States,  Governor  Meigs,  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
very  promptly  raised  the  1200  men,  required,  and  upon  his  own 
responsibility  300  more,  all  volunteers,  and  organized  them  into 
three  regiments.  Colonels  M'Arthur,  Cass,  and  Findly,  by  the 
election  of  the  volunteers,  received  the  command  of  them.  The 
zeal  of  Gov.  Meigs,  and  the  ardor  of  his  people,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure supplied  the  deficiency  of  public  arsenals.  Dayton,  on 
Mad  river,  one  of  the  waters  of  the  great  Miami,  60  miles  by 
land,  and  about  75  by  water  from  its  mouth,  was  the  place  of 
rendezvous  of  the  volunteers.  Here  Gov.  Meigs  surrendered  his 
command  of  them  to  Brigadier  General  Hull,  appointed  by  the 
President  to  command  them.  Gov.  Meigs,  before  he  left  the 
troops,  in  the  name  of  the  president,  thanked  them  for  their  patri- 
otism, encouraged  their  ardor,  and  gave  them  his  own  benedic- 
tions. Gen.  Hull,  among  other  things,  observed  to  them,  "  In 
inarching  through  a  wilderness,  memorable  for  savage  barbarity, 
you  will  remember  the  Ciiuses  by  which  that  barbarity  has  been 
heretofore  excited  In  viewing  the  ground  stained  with  the 
blood  of  your  fellow  citizens,  it  will  be  impossi)le  to  suppress  the 
feehngs  of  indignation.  Passing  by  the  ruins  of  a  Fortress*  erect- 
ed in  our  territory  in  times  of  profound  peace,  and  for  the  express 
purpose  of  exciting  the  savages  to  hostility  and  supplying  them 
with  the  means  of  conducting  a  barbarous  war,  must  remind  you 
of  that  system  of  oppression  and   injustice,   which  that  nation  has 

•  For;  Miami,  erected  hy  the  Brit:sli.  in  179i-  its  ruins  are  to  I)R  seen  on  the  Itft  bank  of  the  Jliarfii 
of  the  lakts  a  little  below  Fort  Mei^s.  which  is  situate  on  the  right  bank  of  the  same  river  nearly 
opposite  the  rapids,  aud  eighteen  miles  above  its  mouth. 
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constantly  practiced,  and  which  the  spirit  of  an   indignant  people 
can  no  longer  endure." 

At  the  close  of  the  General's  speech  the  troops  uncovered  and 
gave  six  cheers,  as  a  testimonial  of  respect  for  their  beloved  chief 
magistrate,  and  new  commander. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  Gen.  Hull  pitched  his  tent  in  camp  Meigs 
on  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  when  the  United  States  flag 
was  hoisted  in  a  hollow  square  formed  by  the  troops.  Upon  this 
occasion  Col.  Cass  said, 

"  Fellow-Citizens the  standard  of  your  country  is  displayed 

You  have  rallied  around  it  to  defend  her  rights  and  avenge  her  in- 
juries.    May  it  wave  protection  to  our  friends,  and  defiance  to  our 

^J^^n^es and,  should  it  ever  meet  in  the  hostile  field,  I  doubt  not 

that  the  eagle  of  liberty  which  it  bears  will  be  found  more  than  a 
match  for  the  lion  of  England." 

On  the  first  of  June,  the  fourth  regiment,  commanded  by  Col. 
Miller,  having  joined  Gen.  Hull,  the  army  resumed  its  march  for 
Detroit. 

Governor  Meigs  had  accompanied  the  army  a  few  miles  from 
Dayton  to  Urbana  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  council  with 
twelve  Indian  chiefs,  of  the  lake  tribes.  It  was  agreed  to  renew 
the  treaty  of  Greenville.  After  smoking  the  calmut  of  peace 
both  parties  called  on  the  Great  Spirit  to  witness  the  sincerity  of 
their  professions.  The  Indians  appeared  unusually  friptidly ,  and 
gave  Gen.  Hull  permission  to  march  through  their  country,  and' 
to  erect  block  houses  every  twenty  miles,  which  he  did. 

From  Urbana  to  the  rapids   of  the  Miami  of  the  lakes  is  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hnndred  and  fifty  miles.     The  route  of  the  army  was 
through  a  thick  and  almost  trackless  forest.     As  there  was  a  great 
number  of  baggage  waggons  attached  to  the   army,  it  becaml  ne- 
cessary to  open  a  new  road  the  whole  distance.       The  soil  of  the 
land  was  moist,    being    in  many  places  a   perfect  swamp.     The 
weather  was  rainy,  and  man  and  horse  were  compelled  to  travel 
mid  leg  deep  in  mud.       Frequently    the    van  had    to  halt  for  the 
rear,  which  was  as  often  detained  in  its  march,  in  relieving  wag- 
gons  and  horses  from  the  mire.     Almost  every  officer  and  soldier 
have  coiicurred  in  stating,  that  the  march  of  the  army  from  Day- 
ton  to  Detroit  was  as   rapid    as  was  practicable,    considering  the 
natural  obstacles  to  be  overcome.  Most  of  them,  however,  charge 
the  General  with  a  vain  show  of  military  parade,  in  passing  small  nv- 
ers.  His  plan  of  encampment,  at  night,  was  a  hollow  square,  defend- 
ed  always  by  a  temporary  breast-work  of  felled  trees.      The  troops 
received  no  annoyance  from  the  enemy,  on  the  march,  if  we  ex- 
'^w^  the    wounding   of  a    centinel,    who   was  shot  through  the 
thighs.     The  army  arrived  at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  lakes, 
18  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river,   on  or  about  the  30th  oT 
June. 
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The  Miami  of  the  lake  is  described   as  a  fine  river,  navigable 
for  light  vessels  as  far  as  the  rapids,     it  is  formed  bv  the  union  of 
the  St.  Mary's  and  the    St.    Joseph»s,  at  fort    Wayne  ;    thence  it 
meanders  through  a  rich  level  country,  to  fort  Winchester,  (lately 
fort  Defiance)    where  it  receives  the   An  Glaize    from    the  south- 
east.    Its  general  course  is  northeast  :  its  banks  are  regular,  high, 
but  not  abrupt  ;  sloping  gradually  to  the  waters'  edge,  and  covei- 
ed  with  a  beautiful,  luxuriant  verdure.     The  channel  of  the  river 
from  the  rapids  to  within  three    miles  of  the  bay,   is  composed  of 
limestone  rock,  formed  into  regular   strata,   by  parallel   fissures, 
which    sink   perpendicularly    into  the  rock,    and  run  trausversly 
across  the    river.     The  face  of  the  bank,  for  ten  or  twelve  feet 
above  the  water,  is  also  composed  of  solid  rock,  and  from  its  ap- 
pearance, it  is   evident  that  the  current   has  worn  the  channel 
many  feet  deeper  than  it  was  in  former  ages.     The  rich  open  in- 
tervale, extending  to  the  right    and  left  as  far  as  the  eye  caa 
reach  ;  the  elevation  of  the  bank  ;    the  beautiful  Miami  flowing 
vapidly  through  the  centre  of  the  valley,  the  declivities  of  the  sur- 
rounding hills,  here  and  there  adorned  with  clusters  of  honey  lo 
cust,   plum  trees,  and   hathorn,    clad    with    the   wide    spreading 
grape  vine,    present  at   once  a    romantic  avA  interesting  scenery. 
The  quantity  of  fish,  of   an  excellent  quality,   at  the  head  of  the 
rapids,  is  almost   incredible.     So  numerous  are  they  at  this  place, 
that    a  spear  thrown    into  the  water  at   random    will  rarely  miss 
one.     Several  hundreds  of  them  have  been  taken  in  a  few  hours. 
The  soldiers  of  the  Fort  used  to  kill  them  in  great  quantities.  With 
clubs  and  stones.     The  river,  swan  creek,  and  the  shoals  of  the 
bay  swarm  with  ducks,  geese,  and  other  water  fowl.    The  woods 
are  filled  with  deer,  elk,  and  wild  tuvkies. 

The  whole  length  of  the  rapids,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  will 
unquestionably,  at  no  remote  period,  be  lined  with  mills  and  vari- 
ous manufactories.  The  favorable  circumstances  of  the  situation, 
•  the  water,  and  a  very  extensive  navigation  will  invite  the  enter- 
prizing.  Cotton,  in  any  quantity,  may  be  procured  from  Tennes- 
see, subject  to  a  land  carriage  of  not  more  than  twenty  miles. 
This  place  affords  a  beautiful  scite  for  a  town,  and  there  is  little 
doubt,  but  that  in  a  short  time  there  will  be  a  tlourishing  village 
•where  fort  Meigs  now  stands.  Before  the  war  there  was  a  flour- 
ishing French  settlement  on  the  river,  extending  for  several  miles 
above  and  below  the  town.  The  usual  yield  of  corn  is  80  bush- 
els to  the  acre.  There  was  also  a  small  settlement  on  Swan 
Creek,  on  the  Michigan  side,  which  falls  into  the  Miami,  seven 
miles  below  the  fort.  Within  three  miles,  below  the  fort,  are 
several  beautiful  islands  ;  the  largest  of  which  contains  500  acres, 
and  has  been  cultivated.  The  river  Raisin  is  by  land  34  milen 
northwardly,  from  fort  Meigs, 
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The  M.am:  river  falls  into  Miami  bay,  which,  like  that  of  Saft. 

dusky  ,s  about  15  miles  long,  and  12  wide.       Vessels  of  70  ions 

burthen  can  pass  the  bar,  at   its  intervale.     Within  the  bason   of 

the  bay  grow  several  thousand  acres  of  folle  avoine,  (wild  oats.) 

It  grows  m  about    7  feet  water  ;    the  stalks  near  the  roots,  are 

about  an  mch  in  diameter,  and  grow  to  the  height  often  feet  •  its 

leaves  above    the   surface  of  the   water  are  like   the  reed  cane 

Jn  other  respects  it  resembles  the  common  oat  stalks,  excentinff  its 

size  and  kernel,  which  is  of  the  nature  of  rice,  and  of  which  the 

irench  people    make  free  use  in  their  favorite  soup.       Its  yield  is 

very  abundant,  being  half  a  pint  at   least  from  every  stalk.     This 

valuable    aquatic   grain   is  found  at    the  mouths  of  all  the   rivers 

which  fall  into  the  lakes  west  of  Sandusky,  as  far  as  the  south  end 

of  lake  Michigan,    and  is  the    chief   subsistence  of  the  prodigious 

number  of  water-foul,  which  are  found  on  these  waters 

On  the  1st  July  Gen.   Hull  dispatched  from  fort  Meigs,  at  the 
foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  lake,  a  schooner  and  a  boat 
to  convey  to  Detroit  the  sick  and  the  baggage   of  the  army.     On 
board  the  schooner  were  30  persons,  among  whom  were  pay-mas- 
ter  Lewis  Dent,  Capt.  Short  of  Marietta,  a   Lieut,  of  the  4th  re£- 
Jment,  and  three   of  the  officers'  wives,    the  General's  ba^ea^e 
and  that  of  most  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  all  the  hospital  sfores' 
and  a  trunk  containing  the  official  and  confidential   papers  of  the 
General.       The    boat    was  laden  with  sick.       The  schooner  and 
boat  vvere  ordered  to  sail  in  company,  but  the  schooner  passed  the 
boat  the  first  night,  and  by  some  untoward  fatality,   which  seems 
constantly  to  have  attended  this  army,  the  schooner  sailed  on  the 
British  side  of  the  Bois-blanc  island.      The  enemy's  armed  briff 
Wunter  bore  down  upon  her,  and  she  was  also  pursued   by  a  bat- 
teau  from  Maiden,   filled  with  armed  men.      Unconscious  of  the 
^^r  opposite  fort  Maiden,  at  10  o'clock  the  next  day,  the  schoon- 
<r  became  an   easy  prize.       Two   of  the  ladies  were  sent  to  De- 
troit, the  other  remained  with  her  husband,  at  Maiden 

The  .ame  day,  in  the  evening,  the  boat  passed  Maiden  up  a 
different  channel,  unmolested  by  the  British,  but  harrassed  by 
the  Indians  that  night.  On  the  3d,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  after 
noon,  the  boat  arrived  at  Detroit,  and  its  crew  first  knew  that 
war  was  declared. 

The  town  of  Detroit  has  been  thus  described  :  «  It  is  situated 
on  the  western  bank  of  the  strait,  nine  miles  below  lake  St.  Clair 
and  eighteen  above  Brownstown.  The  town  contains  about  two 
hundred  houses,  which  are  inhabited  by  more  than  one  thousand 
two  hundred  souls  :  under  one  roof  are  often  crowded  severni 
tamilies.  I  he  town  stands  contiguous  to  the  river,  on  the  top  of 
tne  bank,  which  is  here  about  twenty  feet  high.  There  are  s.-v. 
eral  wooden  wharves  extending  into  the  river  upwards  of  one 
hundred  feet,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  shipping  :  the  large.^ 
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-.vas  built  by  the  United  States,  and  is  found  very  convenient  for 
the  unloading  of  vessels.  The  principal  streets  run  parallel  with 
the  river,  and  are  intersected  by  cross  streets  at  right  angles* 
They  are  wide,  but  not  being  paved,  are  extremely  muddy  in  wet 
weather;  but  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers,  there  are 
foot  ways  in  most  of  them,  formed  of  square  logs.  Every  house 
has  a  garden  attached  to  it ;  the  buildings  are  mostly  framed, 
though  there  are  several  elegant  stone  and  brick  buildings.  Be- 
fore the  great  fire  in  1806,  the  town  was  surrounded  by  a  strong 
stockade,  through  which  there  were  four  gates  ;  two  of  them 
open  to  the  wharves,  the  others  to  the  land  :  this  defence  was  in- 
tended to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  Indians. 

"  The  fort  stands  on  a  rise  of  ground  two  hundred  yards  in  the 
rear  of  the  town  ;  the  fortifications  consist  of  a  stockade  of  cedar 
pickets,  with  bastions  of  Crirth  ;  near  the  foot  of  the  ditch  is  a  row 
of  short  sharp  pickets,  inchning  outwards thirty  pieces  of  can- 
non can  be  mounted  on  the  ramparts  ;  the  fort  covers  about  an 
acre  and  an  half  of  ground. 

*'  The  proximit}'  of  one  house  to  another,  from  lake  St.  Clair  to 
the  river  Rouge,  gives  the  street  the  resemblance  of  the  suburbs 
of  a  great  town.  The  farms  are  only  twenty  rods  wide  on  the 
river,  and  extend  back  one  mile  and  a  quarter  :  the  same  of  tliose 
on  the  other  rivers,  as  well  as  those  on  the  British  side.  The 
country  round  Detroit  is  very  much  cleared.  The  inhabitants: 
have  to  draw  their  wood  a  mile  and  a  half,  from  the  United 
States'  lands,  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  It  sells  in  market  for  three 
dollars  a  cord  ;  almost  every  farm  has  an  orchard  :  apples,  pears, 
and  peaches  do  well several  hundred  barrels  of  cider  are  annu- 
ally made,  and  sell  as  high  as  six  dollars  a  barrel.  The  land 
rises  gradually  from  the  river  to  the  distance  of  three  hundred 
yards  :  then  it  recedes,  till  the  country  becomes  low  and  level, 
and  continues  so  for  four  or  five  miles,  when  it  rises  by  degrees, 
and  at  this  distance  is  represented  as  first  rate  land. 

*'  The  United  States  have  a  long  elegant  brick  store  at  the 
water's  edge,  near  the  public  warf.....this  is  completely  filled  with 
the  spoils  of  the  enemy  taken  on  the  Thames,  and  the  arms  of  the 
volunteers.  This  building  is  80  feet  long,  and  30  wide,  and 
three  stories  high. 

**  The  streets  of  Detroit  are  generally  crowded  with  Indians 
of  various  tribes,  who  collect  here  to  sell  their  skins. 

"  The  inhabitants  are    plentifully  supplied  with  many  kinds  of 

excellent  fish the    white  bass,    nearly  as  large    as  a  shad,    are 

caught  with  seins,  and  in  great  quantities.  The  population  is 
three-fourths  of  French  extraction,  and  very  few  understand  any 
other  language.  They  are  excessively  fond  of  music  and  danc- 
ing. There  is  a  kind  of  nunnery,  a  Roman  chapel  for  devotion 
C 
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ai5d  singing  :  a  v;retclied  printing  ofllce,  in  wliioii  religious  French 
books  arc  printed  in  a  rude  style.  Learning  is  almost  wholly  neg- 
lected." 

*'  The  village  of  Sandwich  lies  opposite  Detroit,  about  one  and 
a  half  miles  below  Detroit  garrison,  and  is  situated  on  the  bank  of 
Detroit  river.  The  country  is  settled  along  the  river  from  lake 
St,  Clair  (ten  n  iles  above  Sandwich)  to  Maiden  or  Amherstburg. 
sixteen  miles  below.  This  part  of  the  country  is  handsomely  situ- 
r'l.v!  :  the  Land  good  and  unbroken,  with  excellent  roads.  Fort 
'vlaiuon  is  situated  on  a  point  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  river, 
and  commands  a  view  of  lake  Erie  and  the  main  channel  of  the 
river.  (Here  were  built  most  of  the  king's  armed  vessels  for 
lakes  Erie  and  Huron.)  It  is  a  port  of  considerable  importance,  and 
it  is  btiieved  tlic  only  fortification  place  between  fort  St.  Joseph's, 
Jiear  the  mouth  of  St.  Mary's  river,  (outlet  of  lake  Superior)  and 
;ort  Erie.  There  is  also  a  considerable  settlement  on  the  river  of 
Thames,  which  empties  into  lak«  St.  Clair,  from  the  northeast, 
about  30  or  30  miles  above  Sandwich,  composed  principally  of 
persons  who  have  fled  from  the  United  States  to  escape  justice. 
There  are  several  settlements  on  the  north  side  of  lake  Erie,  but 
none  of  any  importance  except  those  about  Long  Point. 

"  The  land  from  Detroit  to  lake  Erie,  (on  the  American  side) 
along  Detroit  river,  is  low  and  marshy,  and  mostly  uninhabited. 
Tht-re  are  several  islands  in  Detroit  river,  some  of  which  are  in- 
habited. 

"  The  distance  from  Detroit  through  Canada  (from  Sandwich  to 
fort  Erie)  must  be  about  300  miles.  The  roads  are  tolerable, 
though  the  country  is  new.  Formerly  people  travelling  from  De- 
troit to  the  eastern  states,  went  this  route  in  preference  to  going 
on  the  south  side  of  lake  Erie. 

*' A  considerable  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  opposite  Detroit 
are  French,  with  some  English,  Scotch,  Irish,  &c." 

The  army  had  arrived  at  Springwells,  otherwise  Beilefontaine, 
3  miles  below  Detroit,  on  the  5th  of  July.  On  the  0th  or  7th 
the  whole  army  marched  through  Detroit  in  the  morning,  and  re- 
turned    in    the    afternoon on    the    same   day   marched    from 

Springwtlls — on  the  8th  or  9th  marched  with  baggage  and  camp 
equippage,  and  encamped  in  the  rear  of  the  town  of  Detroit,  and 
there  remained  until  the  12th,  when  the  whole  army  crossed  in- 
to Canada.  As  it  approached  Sandwich,  the  peasantry  there  fled, 
and  General  Hull  here  erected  the  standard  of  the  United  States 
amid  his  troops  of  more  than  2000  men,  and  issued  the  following 
proclamation  : 

"  Inhabitants  of  Canada  ! After   thirty  years  of  peace   and 

prosperity,  the  ignited  States  have  been  driven  to  arms.     The  in- 
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juries  and  aggressions,  the  insults  and  indignities  of  Great  Britain 
have  once  more  left  them  no  alternative  but  manly  resistance,  or 
unconditional  submission.  The  army  under  my  command  has  in- 
vaded your  country  :  the  standard  of  the  Union  now  waves  over 
the  territory  of  Canada.  To  the  peaceable  uiiolTendinjjj  inhabit- 
ants, it  brings  nei'lier  danger  nor  difficulty.  I  come  to  find  ene- 
mies, not  to  make  them.     I  come  to  protect,  not  to  injure  you. 

*"' Separated  by  an  immense  ocean  and  an  extensive  wilderness 
from  Great  Britain,  you  have  no  participation  in  her  councils,  no 
interest  in  her  conduct.  You  have  felt  her  tyranny,  you  have 
seen  her  injustice.  But  1  do  not  ask  you  to  avenge  the  one,  or  to 
redress  the  other.  The  Uiiited  States  are  sufficiently  powerful  to 
afford  every  security  consistent  with  their  rights,  and  your  ex- 
pectations. I  tender  you  the  invaluable  blessings  of  civil,  political, 
and  religious  liberty,  and  their  necessary  result,  individual  and 
general  prosperity  ;  that  liberty  Vv'hich  gave  decision  to  our  coun- 
cils and  energy  to  our  conduct  in  a  struggle  for  independence 

which  conducted  us  safely  and  triumphantly  through  the  stormy 

period    of   the    revolution the  liberty    which   raised    us    to   an 

elevated  rank  among  the  nations  of  th"  world  ;  and  which  afford- 
ed us  a  greater  measure  of  peace  and  security,  of  wealth  and  im- 
provement, than  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  people.  In  the  name 
of  my  country,  and  the  authority  of  government,  I  promise  you 
protection  to  your  persons,  property  and  rights  :  remain  at  your 
homes  ;  pursue  your  peaceful  and  accustomary  avocations  ;  raise 
not  your  hands  against  your  brethren.  Many  of  your  fathers 
fought  for  the  freedom  and  independence  we  now  enjoy.  Being 
children,  therefore,  of  the  same  family  with  us,  and  heirs  to  the 
same  heritage,  the  arrival  of  an  army  of  friends  must  be  liailed 
by  you  with  a  cordial  welcome.  You  will  be  emancipated  from 
tyranny  and  oppression,  and  restored  to  the  dignified  station  of 
freedom.  Had  I  any  doubt  of  eventual  success,  J  might  ask  your 
assistance  ;  but  I  do  not.  I  come  prepared  for  every  contingen- 
cy.   I  have  a  force  which  will  break  down  all  opposition,  and  that 

force  is  but  the  vanguard  of  a  much  greater if,  contrary  to  your 

own  interest,  and  the  just  expectation  of  my  country,  you  should 
take  part  in  the  approaching  contest,  you  will  be  considered  as 
enemies,  and  the  horrors  and  calamities  ol  war  v\'ill  stalk  before 
you.  If  the  barbarous  and  savage  policy  of  Great  Britain  be  pur- 
sued, and  the  savages  let  loose  to  murder  our  citizens,  and 
butcher  our  women  and  children,  this  war  will  be  a  war  of  ex- 
termination. The  first  stroke  of  the  tomahawk the  first  at- 
tempt with  the  scalping  knife,  will  be  the  signal  of  one  indiscrim- 
inate scene  of  desolation.     No  white    man    fnund  fighting  by  the 

side  of  an  Indian  will  be  taken   prisoner instant  death  will    be 

his  lot.  If  the  dictates  of  reason,  duty,  justice  and  humanit}'- 
cannot   prevent  the  employment   of  a  force    -ivhich    respects  uo 
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right?,  and  knows  uo  wrong,  it  will  be  prevented  by  a  severe  and 
reknlloss  system   of    retaliation.       1    doubt   not  your    courage 

and  firmness 1  will  not  doubt    your   attachment  to  liberty.     If 

you  tender  your  services  voluntarily,  they  will  be  accepted  read- 
ily. The  United  States  offer  you  peace,  liberty,  and  securitj'. 
Your  choice  litsbetwveen  these,  and  war,  slavery  and  destruction. 
Choose  then,  but  choose  wisely  ;  and  may  he  who  knows  the 
justice  of  our  cause,  and  who  holds  in  his  hand  the  fate  of  nations, 
guide  you  to  the  result  the  most  compatible  with  your  rights  and 
interests,  your  peace  and  happiness." 

Such,  however,  was  the  eventual  influence  of  Gen.  Hull's 
proclamation,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Canadian  militia,  m 
tint  vicinity,  having  at  hi*  approach  fled  to  swamps,  morasses, 
and  forests,  yet  afterwards  having  acquired  confidence  that  they 
Avere  to  enjoy  protection,  deseited  their  allegiance  and  many  of 
them  united  under  the  American  standard.  The  Indians  there 
.seemed,  as  usual,  to  await  the  display,  and  the  certainty  of  !<upe- 
rior  power,  that  at  last  they  might  be  found  with  the  conquer- 
ors. 

Tlie  American  troops,  impatient  to  march  into  Maiden,  and  ir- 
ritated from  delay,  soon  ceased  to  conceal  their  ardor  from  ttieir 
general he  was  insulted  to  his  face. 

Col.  M'Arthur  was  detached  with  about  150  men  to  the  river 
Thames,*  otherwise  La  Trenche,  which  discharges  iis  waters  in- 
to lake  St.  Clair,  about  9  miles  above,  and  E.  N.  E.  from  Detroit, 
where,  unopposed,  he  captured  a  considerable  quantity  of  provi- 
bion,  blankets,  arms,  and  ammunition.  Another  detachment, 
without  obstruction,  captured  some  hundreds  of  merino  sheep,  re- 
puted to  be  o"  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk. 

Col.  Cass  was,  on  the  isth  of  July,  detached  with  280  men  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy's  advanced  posts.  A  bridge  over  Aux 
Canards,  otherwise  duck  river,  5  miles  above  Amherstburg,  was 
found  occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  colonel  having  examined  the 
enemy's  position,  ascended  the  river  five  miles  to  a  ford,  thence 
descended  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  on  the  17th  attack- 
ed and  drove  him.  This  is  recorded  as  the  first  time  since  the 
revolutionary  war,  that  American  militia  had  fought  British  regu- 
lars. Our  men  attacked  with  great  spirit.  Three  times  the  en- 
emy formed,  and  as  often  retreated.  Night  compelled  our  troops 
to  relinquish  the  pursuit.  They  encamped,  during  the  night,  on 
the  ground  where  they  had  fought.  Col.  Cass,  the  next  day,  led 
the  n  unmolested,  to  the  American  camp.  The  enemy  must  have 
tear,  d  to  renew  the  conflict.  tie  could  not  have  confided  in 
his  force,  or  fort  Maiden,  a  princi|;al  depository,  in  this  quarter,  of 

•  .  Iiii  vivtr  in  Canada,  is  n  fine  stn  am.  iiinjifal)'^  ior  vi  sstK  of  enii.iiltialile  bunli  n,  afn- tin; 
passaffi-  ol  tlie  bar  at  is  inoutli  over  '.v>;iili  Uicre  ;■:  S'.'ncruUy  scvet,  ftn  oi'  water.  '1  ke  gun-boats 
asceiKkU  n  iT.'u^f  frojn  its  mcuUi. 
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men  and  munitions  of  war,  and  within  five  miles,  as  Col.  Cass 
would  have  disturbed  his  repose.  Col.  Cass,  as  a  luminous  bod}', 
shone  from  behind  the  cloud  which  hung  in  the  west.  He  mark- 
ed its  confines,  while  his  brightness  displayed  the  adjacent  dark- 
ness with  greater  horrors.  Other  snwll  detachments  vvere  after- 
wards occasionally  sent  to  the  river  Aux  Canards,  furtl)er  to  dis- 
cover the  force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  position  and  strength  of  his 
works.  Hence  there  was  frequent  skirmishing  in  the  vicinity  effort 
Maiden.  The  Americans  at  one  time  had  seven  menkiUed,  and  ten 
wounded.  A  horse  of  Col.  M'Arthur  was  shot  under  him.  The 
Queen  Charlotte,  at  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  Aux  Canards,  fired 
several  broadsides  at  our  troops.  On  one  of  these  reconnoitering 
excursions  Col.  M'Arthur  and  Capt.  PuthofF  very  narrowly  escaped 
an  ambush  of  the  Indians. 

On  the  4th  of  Aug.  Maj.  Van  Home,  with  200  men,  principally 
riflemen,  was  detached  to  march  to  the  river  t\asin,  to  escort  a 
convoy  of  provisions  to  the  arm}'.  At  Brownstown,  nearly  oppo- 
site fort  Maiden,  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Rasin,  a  large 
body  of  Indians  had  ambushed,  and,  at  the  short  distance  of  fifty 
yards,  fired  upon  this  detachment,  which  was  thrown  into  disor- 
der, and  thus  retreated.  Major  Van  Home  attempted,  but  in 
vain,  to  rally  them.  He  lost  seventeen  of  his  party,  of  whom 
four  were  captains,  and  three  lieutenants. 

This  attempt  having  been  unfortunate  in  its  result.  Col.  Miller, 
on  the  8th  of  Aug.  with  600  men,  was  sent  to  protect  the  same 
provisions  in  transportation,  under  the  insufficient  escort  of  Capt. 
Brush.  This  detachment  was  composed  of  regular  troops,  and  of 
volunteer  militia  from  Ohio  and  Michigan. 

On  the  fiih,  about  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  vanguard,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Snelling,  was  fired  upon  by  an  extensive  line  of  British 
troops  and  Indians,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  village  of  Magaugo, 
14  miles  from  Detroit.  At  this  time  the  main  body  were  march- 
ing in  two  columns,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile.  Capt.  Snelling 
maintained  his  position  in  a  most  gallant  manner,  under  a  very- 
heavy  fire,  until  the  line  was  formed  and  advanced  to  his  relief, 
when  the  whole,  except  the  rear  guard,  was  brought  into  action. 
The  enemy  were  formed  behind  a  brest-vvork  of  felled  trees, 
which  they  had  been,  during  several  days  preparing.  The  mo- 
ment Col.  Miller  had  brought  up  his  troops  in  line,  the  enemy 
sprung  from  their  hiding  places,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle.  A 
scene  that  would  appal  the  stoutest  heart  now  presented  itself. 
The  Americans  had  to  contend  with  a  force  one  third  greater 
than  their  own.  Five  hundred  Indians  almost  entirely  naked, 
were  fighting  on  almost  every  side,  led  on  and  encouraged  by 
British  officers  and  savage  chiefs. 

But  American  valour  rose  superior  to  every  thing.  Our  troops 
charged  and  drove  the  enemy  inch  by  inch,two  miles,  to  the  village 
of  Brownstown,  where  the  British  took  to  their  boats,  and  the  In- 
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di.ii;s  to  the  woods.        When  the  enemy  were  in   full  lout.  Col. 

Miller  directed   a  troop  of  cavalry  to  charge  and  cut  tbeoi  up 

but  they  could  not  be  made  to  advance,  although  Capt.  Snelling 
offered  to  head  them  in  person.  This  cowardice  of  the  cavalry 
alone  saved  the  enemy  from  total  destruction,  for  the  British  were 
in  complete  disorder,  and  their  guns  unloaded. 

Col.  Miller  having  thus  opened  the  way,  was  determined  to 
push  on  to  the  river  Rasin,  but  received  a  prereniptory  order  from 
Gen.  Hull  to  return  to  Detroit,  which  he  obeyed  the  day  after  the 
battle.  On  their  return  towards  Detroit,  our  troops  were  frequent- 
ly fired  upon  from  the  brig  Hunter,  which  took  several  positions 
for  that  puroose  ;  even  the  wounded  who  were  conveyed  in  wag- 
gons, were  inhumanel}'  fired  upon. 

The  allies  lost  in  the  battle  of  Magaugo,  about  100  killed  and 
twice  that  number  wounded.  They  were  commanded  by  Maj. 
Muir  of  the  British  regulars,  who  was  vvounded.  Tecuniseh, 
Marpot,  and  Walk-in-the-water,  directed  the  Indians. 

The  Americans  had  18  killed,  and  58  vvounded  :  thus  was 
much  blood  spilt  without  achieving  the  object  of  the  detachment. 
Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  the  officers  and  men  gen- 
erally, engaged  in  that  conflict.  Col.  Miller  proved  himself  by 
his  courage  and  judicious  arrangements,  equal  to  a  more  responsi- 
ble comniand.  Capt.  Baker  was  wounded  in  the  kg.  Lieut.  Lar- 
abee  lost  an  arm.  These  officers  distinguished  themselves.  Capts. 
Delandre  and  Brevoort,  of  the  Michigan  volunteers  conducted  in 
a  brave  and  soldier-like  manner. 

On  the  8th  of  Aug.  Gen.  Hull  retreated  from  Canada  to  De- 
troit :  on  the  15th  he  was  challenged  by  Gen.  Brock  to  surren- 
der, and  on  the  16th  he  surrendered  himself,  his  army,  fort  De- 
troit,   and  the    Michigan  Territory,   according  to  the    articles  of 

capitulation and  under  the   circumstances  detailed  in  his  letters, 

and  that  of  Col.  (now  Gen.)  Cass,  all  which,  as  public  documents, 
are  here  subjoined. 

CAPITULATION. 

.■Article  1st.  Fort  Detroit,  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well 
as  militia,  will  be  immediately  surrendered  to  the  British  forces 
under  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Brock,  and  will  be  considered 
prisoners  of  war,  with  the  exception  of  such  of  the  militia  of  the 
Michigan  territory,  as  have  not  joined  the  army. 

Article  2d.  All  public  stores,  arms  and  public  documents,  in- 
cluding every  thing  also  of  a  public  nature,  will  be  immediately 
given  up. 

Article  3d.  Private  property  and  private  persons  of  every  de- 
gcription  will  be  respected. 

Article  4th.     His  excellency  Brig.  Gen.  Hull   having  expressed 

desire  that  a  detachment  from  the  state  of  Ohio  on  its  way.  to 
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join  his  army,  as  well  as  one  sent  from  fort  Detroit,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  M'Arthur,  should  be  inchided  in  the  above  stip- 
ulation, it  is  accordingly  agreed  to.  It  is  however  to  be  under- 
stood  that  such  parts  of  the  Ohio  militia  as  have  not  joined  the 
army,  will  be  permitted  to  return  home,  on  condition  that  they 
will  not  serve  during  the  war their  arms,  however,  will  be  de- 
livered up,  if  belonging  to  the  public. 

udrti-^lc  5tli.  The  garrison  will  march  out  at  the  hour  of  12 
o'clock  this  day,  and  the  British  forces  take  immediate  possessior: 
of  the  fort.  J.  M'DOWELL,  Lt.  Col.  Militia  B.  A.  D.  C. 

J.  B.  CRAIG,  Ma}.  A.  D.  C. 
Approved.  WILLIAM  HULL,  Brig.  Gen. 

Commanding  the  N.  W.  army. 
JAMES  MILLER,  Lt.  Col. 
5th  U.  S.  Infantry. 
E.  BRUSH,  Col.  1st  Reg. 
Michigan  Militia. 
Approved.  ISAAC  BROCK,  Maj.  Gen. 

The  army  at  12  o'clock  this  day  will  march  out  of  the  ease 
gate,  where  they  w-ill  stack  their  arms  and  will  be  then  subject 
to  the  articles  of  capitulation.  WM.  HULL,  Brig.  Gen. 

Commanding  N.  W.  army. 
(Capitulation  heretvith  published.) 
An    article    supplementary  to  the   articles  of   capitulation  con- 
cluded at  Detroit,  10th  August,  1812. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Ohio  militia 
and  Volunteers  shall  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  their  respective 
homes,  on  this  condition,  that  they  are  not  to  serve  during  the 
present  war,  unless  they  are  exchanged. 

(Signed)  W.  HULL,  Brig.  Gen. 

Commanding  N.  W.  army. 
ISAAC  BROCK,  Maj.  Gen. 
An  article  in  addition  to  the  supplementary   article  of  the  capit- 
ulation concluded  at  Detroit,  16th  Aug.  1812. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Michi- 
gan militia  and  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Major  Weth 
erell,  shall  be  placed  on  the  same  principles  as  the  Ohio  volun- 
teers and  militia  are  placed  by  the  supplementary  article  of  the 
16th  inst. 

(Signed)  W.  HULL,  B.ig.  Gen. 

Commanding  N.  \V.  army  U.  S. 

ISAAC  BROCK,  Maj.  Gen. 

GEN.   HULL'S  LETTERS. 

Fort  George,  Aug.  26,  1812. 

Sir Enclosed  are  the  articles  of  capitulation,  by  which  the  for* 

of  Detroit  has  been  surrendered  to  Maior  Gen.  Brock,  comraan''.- 
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Tng  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces  in  Upper  Canada,  and  by  which 
the  trooDS  have  become  prisoners  of  war.  My  situation  at  pres- 
ent forbids  me  from  detaiUng  the  particular  causes  which  have 
led  to  this  unfortunate  event.  I  will,  however,  generally  observe, 
that  after  the  surrender  of  Michillimackinac,  almost  every  tribe  and 
nation  of  Indians,  excepting  a  part  of  the  Miamies  and  Dela- 
wares,  north  from  beyond  lake  Superior,  west  from  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  south  from  the  Ohio  and  Wabash,  and  east  from  every 
part  af  Upper  Canada,  and  from  all  the  intermediate  country, 
joined  in  open  hostility  under  the  British  standard,  against  the  ar- 
my I  commanded,  contrary  to  the  most  solemn  assurances  of  a 
large  portion  of  them  to  remain  neutral  ;  even  the  Ottawa  chiefs 
from  Arbecrotch,  who  formed  the  delegation  to  Washington  the 
last  summer,  in  whose  friendship  1  know  you  had  great  confi- 
dence, are  among  the  hostile  tribes,  and  several  of  them  distin- 
guished leaders.  Among  the  vast  number  of  chiefs  who  led  the 
hostile  bands,  Tecumseh,  Marpot,  Logan,  Walk  in-the-water. 
Split-log,  &c.  are  considered  the  principals.  This  numerous  as- 
semblage of  savages,  under  the  entire  influence  and  direction  of 
the  British  commander,  enabled  him  totally  to  obstruct  the  only 
communication  which  I  had  with  my  country.  This  communica- 
tion had  been  opened  from  the  settlements  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
two  hundred  miles  through  a  wilderness,  by  the  fatigues  of  the 
army  which  I  marched  to  the  frontier  on  the  river  Detroit.  The 
body  of  the  lake  being  commanded  by  the  British  armed  ships, 
and  the  shores  and  rivers  by  gun-boats,  the  army  was  totally  de- 
prived of  all  communication  by  water.  On  this  extensive  road  is 
depended   for    transportation  of  provisions,  military  stores,  mtdi- 

cine,  clothing,  and  every  other  supply,    on    pack-horsts All  its 

operations  were  successful  until  its  arrival  at  Detroit,  and  in  a  few 
days  it  passed  into  the  enemy's  country,  and  all  opposition  seem- 
ed to  fall  before  it.  One  month  it  remained  in  possession  of  this 
country,  and  was  fed  from  its  resources.  In  different  directions 
detachments  penetrated  sixty  miles  in  the  settled  part  of  the  prov- 
ince, and  the  inhabitants  seemed  satisfied  with  the  change  of  situ- 
ation, which   appeared  to  be  taking  place the  militia  from  Am- 

herstburg  were  daily  deserting,  and  the  whole  country,  then  un- 
der the  controul  of  the  army,  was  asking  for  protection.  The  In- 
dians generally,  in  the  first  lEStance,  appeared  to  be  neutralized, 
and  determined  to  take  no  part  in  the  contest.  The  fort  of  Am- 
hcrstburg  was  eighteen  miles  below  my  encampment;  Not  a 
single  cannon  or  mortar  was  on  wheels  suitable  to  carry  before 
that  place.  I  consulted  my  officers,  whether  it  was  expedient  to 
make  an  attempt  on  it  with  the  bayonet  alone,  without  cannon 
to  make  a  breach  in  the  first  instance.     The  council  I  called  was 

of  the  opinion  it  wns  not The  greatest  industry  was  exerted  in 

making  preparation,  and  it  was  not  until  the  7th  of  Av:g.  that  two 


THE  WAR.  25 

24-pouader8,  and  three  howitzers  were  prepared.  It  was  then 
my  intention  to  have  proceeded  on  the  enterprize.  While  the 
operations  of  the  army  were  delayed  by  these  preparations,  the 
clouds  of  adversity  had  been  for  some  time,  and  seemed  still 
thickly  to  be  gathering  around  me.  The  surrender  of  Michilli- 
mackinac  opened  the  northern  hive  of  Indians,  and  they  were 
swarming  down  in  every  direction.  Reinforcements  from  Niaga- 
ra had  arrived  at  Amherstburg  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Proctor.  The  desertion  of  the  militia  ceased.  Besides  the  rein- 
forcements that  came  by  water,  I  received  information  of  a  very 
considerable  force  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Chambers,  on  the 
river  Le  French,  with  four  field-pieces,  and  collecting  the  militia 
on  his  route,  evidently  designed  for  Amherstburg;  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  combination,  and  increase  of  force,  contrary  to  all 
my  expectation?,  the  Wyandots,  Chippewas,  Ottawas,  Pottawata- 
mies,  Munsees,  Delawares,  &c.  wit  hwhom  I  had  the  most  friend* 
ly  intercourse,  at  once  passed  over  to  Amherstburg,  and  accepted 
the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  There  being  now  a  vast  num- 
ber of  Indians  at  the  British  post,  they  were  sent  to  the  river  Hu- 
ron, Brownstown,  and  XTagaugo,  to  intercept  my  communication. 
To  open  this  communication,  I  detached  Maj.  Vanhorne,  of  the 
Ohio  volunteers,  with  two  hundred  men  to  proceed  as  far  as  the 
river  Rasin,  under  an  expectation  he  would  meet  Captain  Brush, 
with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  volunteers  from  the  state  of  Ohio, 
and  a  quantity  of  provision  for  the  army.  An  ambuscade  was 
formed  at  Brownstown,  and  Maj.  Vanhorne's  detachment  defeat- 
ed, and  returned  to  camp  without  effecting  the  object  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

In  my  letter  of  the  7th  inst.  you  have  the  particulars  of  that 
transaction  with  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  Under  this 
sudden  and  unexpected  change  of  things,  and  having  received  an 
express  from  Gen.  Hall,  commanding  opposite  the  British  shore 
on  the  Niagara  river,  by  which  it  appeared  that  there  was  no 
prospect  of  any  co-operation  from  that  quarter,  and  the  two  senior 
officers  of  the  artillery  having  stated  to  me  an  opinion  that  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  pass  the  Turkey 
river  and  river  Aux  Cannard,  with  the  24  pounders,  and  that  they 
could  not  be  transported  by  water,  as  the  Queen  Charlotte,  which 
carried  eighteen  24  pounders,  lay  in  the  river  Detroit  above  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Aux  Cannard  :  and  as  it  appeared  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  open  the  communication  to  the  river  Rasin  and 
the  Miami,  I  found  my§elf  compelled  to  suspend  the  operation 
against  Amherstburg,  and  concentrate  the  main  force  of  the  army 
at  Detroit.  Fully  intending  at  that  time,  after  the  communica- 
tion was  opened,  to  re-cross  the  river,  and  pursue  the  object  at 
Amherstburg,  and  strongly  desirous  of  continuing  protection  to  a 
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very  large  number  of  (he  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada,  who  had 
Yoluniarily  accepted  it  under  my  proclamation,  I  established  a  for- 
tress on  the  banks  of  the  river,  a  little  below  Detroit,  calculated 
for  a  garrison  of  three  hundred  men. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  and  morning  of  the  8th  inst.  the 
army,  excepting  the  garrison  of  250  infantry,  and  a  corps  of  ar- 
{illerist?,  all  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Denne},  of  the  Ohio 
volunteers,  recrossed  the  river,  and  encamped  at  Detroit.  In 
pursuance  of  the  object  of  opening  the  comniunication,  on  which 
1  considered  the  existence  of  the  army  depending,  a  detachment 
of  600  men,  under  the  command  ot  Lieut.  CoL  Miller,  wae 
immediately  ordered. 

For  a  particular  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this  detachments 
and  the  memorable  battle  which  was  fought  at  Magaugo,  which 
reflects  the  highest  honour  on  the  American  arms,  I  refer  you  tc 
my  letter  of  the  13th  ot  Aug.  inst.  a  duplicate  of  which  is  enclosed, 
marked  G.  Nothing,  however,  but  honour  was  acquired  by  this 
victory ;  and  it  is  a  painful  consideration,  that  the  blood  of  75 
gallant  men  could  only  open  the  communication,  as  far  as  the 
points  of  their  bayonets  extended.  The  necessary  care  of  the 
sick  and  wounded,  and  a  very  severe  storm  of  rain,  rendered  their 
return  to  camp  indispensably  necessary  for  their  own  comfort. 
Captain  Brush,  with  his  small  detachment,  and  the  provisions  be- 
ing still  at  the  river  Rasin,  and  in  a  situation  to  be  destroyed  by 
the  savages,  on  the  13th  inst.  in  the  evening,  I  per.mitted  Cols, 
isr Arthur  and  Cass  to  select  from  their  regiment  400  of  their 
jnost  effective  men,  and  proceed  on  an  upper  route  through  the 
woods,  v>'hich  I  had  sent  an  express  to  Capt.  Brush  to  take,  and 
had  directed  the  militia  of  the  river  Rasin  to  accompany  him  as  a 
reinforcement.  The  force  of  the  enemy  continually  increasing, 
and  the  necessity  of  opening  the  communication,  and  acting  on 
the  defensive  becoming  more  apparent,  I  had,  previous  to  detach- 
ing Cols.  M'Arthur  and  Cass  on  the  11th  inst.  evacuated  and  de- 
stroyed the  fort  on  the  opposite  bank.  On  the  13th,  in  the  even- 
ing. Gen.  Brock  arrived  at  Amherstburg,  about  the  hour  Cols. 
M'Arthur  and  Cass  marched,  of  which,  at  that  timiC,  I  had  re- 
ceived no  information. 

On  the  15th  I  received  a  summons  from  him  to  surrender 
fort  Detroit,  of  which  the  paper  marked  A  is  a  copy.  My  answer 
is  marked  B.  At  this  time  I  had  received  no  information  from 
Cols.  M'Arthur  and  Cass.  An  express  was  immediately  sent, 
strongly  escorted,  with  orders  for  them  to  return.  On  the  15th, 
as  soon  as  Gen.  Brock  received  my  letter,  his  batteries  opened  on 
the  town  and  fort,  and  continued  until  evening.  In  the  evening 
all  the  British  ships  of  v»'ar  came  nearly  as  far  up  the  river  as 
Sandwich,  three  miles  below  Detroit.  At  day  light,  on  the  16th, 
(at  which  time  I  had  received  no  information  from.  Cols.  M'Arthur 
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aud  Cass,  my  expresses  sent  the  evening  before,  and  in  the  night, 
having  been  prevented  from  passing  by  numerous  bodies  of  In- 
dians) the  cannonade  recommenced,  and  in  a  short  time  I  leceiv- 
ed  information  that  the  British  army  and  Indians  were  landing  be- 
low the  Spring-wells,  under  the  cover  of  their  ships  of  v;ar.  At 
this  time  the  whole  effective  force  at  my  disposal  at  Detroit,  did 
not  exceed  eight  hundred  men.  Being  new  troops,  and  unaccus- 
tomed to  a  camp  life  :  having  performed  a  laborious  march  ;  hav- 
ing been  engaged  in  a  number  of  battles  and  skirmishes,  in  which 
many  had  fallen,  and  more  had  received  wounds,  in  addition  to 
which  a  large  number  being  sick  and  unprovided  with  medicine, 
and  the  comforts  necessary  for  their  situation  ;  are  the  general 
causes  by  which  the  strength  of  the  army  was  thus  reduced.  The 
fort  at  this  time  was  filled  with  women, chiidren,and  the  old  and  de- 
crepid  people  of  the  town  and  country;  they  were  unsafe  in  the 
town,  as  it  was  entirely  open  and  exposed  to  the  enemy's  batte- 
ries. Back  of  the  fort,  above  oi  below  it,  there  was  no  safety  for 
them  on  account  of  the  Indians.  In  the  first  instance  the  enemy's 
fire  was  principally  directed  against  our  batteries  ;  towards  the 
close,  it  vvas  directed  against  the  fort  alone,  and  almost  every  shot 
and  shell  had  their  effect. 

It  now  became  necessary  either  to  fightthe  enemy  in  the  field; 
doUect  the  whole  force  in  the  fort  ;  or  propose  terms  of  capitula- 
tion. I  could  not  have  carried  into  the  field  more  than  six  hun- 
dred men,  and  left  any  adequate  force  in  the  fort.  There  were 
landed  at  that  time  of  the  enemy  a  regular  force  of  much  more 
than  that  number,  and  twice  the  number  of  Indians.  Considering 
this  great  inequality  of  force,  I  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  ad- 
opt the  first  measure.  The  second  must  have  been  attended  with 
a  great  sacrifice  of  blood,  and  no  possible  advantage,  because  the 
contest  could  not  have  been  sustained  more  than  a  day  for  the  want 
of  powder,  and  but  a  very  few  days  for  the  want  of  provisions.  In 
addition  to  this.  Cols.  M'Arthur  and  Cass  would  have  been  in  a 
most  hazardous  situation.  I  feared  nothing  but  the  last  alterna- 
tive. I  have  dared  to  adopt  it I  well  know  the  high  responsi- 
bility of  the  measure,  and  I  take  the  whole  of  it  on  myself.  It 
was  dictated  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  full  conviction  of  its  ex- 
pediency. The  bands  of  savages  which  had  then  joined  the  Brit- 
ish force  were  numerous  beyond  any  former  example.  Their 
numbers  have  since  increased,  and  the  history  of  the  barbarians  of 
the  north  of  Europe  does  not  furnish  examples  of  more  greedy  vi- 
olence than  these  savages  have  exhibited.  A  large  portion  of  the 
brave  and  gallant  officeis  and  men  I  commanded  would  cheerfully 
have  contested  until  the  last  cartridge  had  been  expended,  and  the 
bayonets  worn  to  the  sockets.  I  could  not  consent  to  the  useless 
sacrifice  of  such  brave  men,  when   I  knew  it  was  imoossible  for 
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me  to  sustain  my  situation.  It  was  impossible  in  the  nature  of 
things  that  an  army  could  have  been  furnished  with  the  necessa- 
ry supplies  of  provision,  military  stores,  clothuig,  and  comforts  for 
the  sick,  on  pack-horses,  through  a  wilderness  of  two  hundred 
miles,  filled  with  hostile  savages.  It  was  impossible,  sir,  that  this 
little  army,  worn  down  by  fatigue,  by  sickness,  by  vvound>',  and 
deaths,  could  have  supported  itself,  uot  only  against  the  collected 
force  of  all  the  northern  nations  of  Indians  ;  but  against  the  united 
strength  of  Upper  Canada,  whose  population  consists  of  more  than 
twenty  times  the  number  contained  in  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
aided  by  the  principal  part  of  the  regular  forces  of  the  provinces 
and  the  wealth  and  influence  of  the  North  West  and  other  trad- 
ing establishments  amon^  the  Indians,  which  have  in  their  em- 
ployment and  under  thiir  entire  controul  more  than  two  thousand 
white  men.  Before  I  close  this  despatch,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  my 
respectable  associates  in  command.  Cols.  M'Arthur,  Findly,  Cass, 
and  Lt.  Co].Milk^r,to  express  my  obligations  to  them  for  the  prompt 
and  judicious  irjanner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  respective 
duties.  U  o-aght  has  taken  place  during  the  campaign,  which  is 
honourable  to  the  army,  these  officers  are  entitled  to  a  large  share 
of  it.  If  the  last  act  should  be  disapproved,  no  part  of  the  censure 
belongis  to  them.  I  have  likewise  to  express  my  obligations  to 
Gen,  Taylor,  who  has  performed  the  duty  of  quarter-master-gen- 
eral, for  his  great  exertions  in  procuring  every  thing  in  his  depart- 
ment which  it  was  possible  to  furnish  for  the  convenience  of  the 
army  ;  likewise  to  brigade  major  Jessup,  for  the  correct  and  punc- 
tual manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duty  ;  and  to  the  army 
generally  for  their  exertion,  and  the  zeal  they  have  manifested 
for  the  public  interest.  The  death  of  Dr.  Foster,  soon  after  he  ar- 
rived at  Detroit,  was  a  severe  misfortune  to  the  army  ;  it  was  in^. 
creased  by  the  capture  of  the  Chachaga  packet,  by  which  the 
medicine  and  hospital  stores  were  lost.  He  was  commencing 
the  best  arrangements  in  the  department  of  which  he  was  the 
principal,  with  the  very  small  means  which  he  possessed.  I  was  like- 
wise deprived  of  the  necessary  services  of  Capt.  Partridge  by  sick- 
ness, the  only  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers  attached  to  the  ar- 
my. 

All  the  officers  and  men  have  gone  to  their  respective  homes, 
except  the  fourth  United  States'  regiment,  and  a  small  part  of  the 
first,  and  Capt.  Dyson's  company  of  artillery.  Capt.  D's  compa- 
ny was  left  at  Amherstburg,  and  the  others  are  with  me  prison- 
ers. ...they  amount  to  about  340. 

I  have  only  to  solicit  an  investigation  of  my  conduct,  as  early 
as  my  situation,  and  the  state  of  things  will  admit ;  and  to  add  the 
further  request,  that  the  government  will  not  be  unmindful  of  my 
associates  in  captivity,  and  of  the  families  of  those  brave  men  who 
have  fallen  in  the  contest. 
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I  have  the  honour  to  be  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

W.  HULL,  Brig.  Gen. 
commandmp-  the  North  IVf  stern  army  of  the  U.  States,. 
Hon.  W.  EuSTiS,  Secretary  of  t!ie  Department  of  war. 

The  fullovving  are  the  letters  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  dis^ 
patch. 

Sandwich,  7th  Jug.  1812. 

Sir,. ...On  the  4th  inst.  Maj.  Van  Home,  of  Col.  Findley's  Reg- 
iment of  Ohio  Volunteers  was  detached  from  this  army,  with  the 
command  of  200  men,  principally  riflemen,  to  proceed  to  the  riv- 
er  Rasin,  and  further,  if  necessary,  to  meet  and  reinforce  Capl. 
Brush,  of  the  stare  of  Ohio,  commanding  a  company  of  volun- 
teers, and  escorting  provisions  for  this  army.  At  Brownstown  a 
large  body  of  Indians  had  formed  an  ambuscade,  and  the  Major's 
detachment  received  a  heavy  fire,  at  a  distance  of  fifty  yards  from 
the  enemy.  The  whole  detachment  retreated  in  disorder.  Maj. 
Van  Home  made  every  exertion  to  form,  and  prevent  the  retreat, 
that  was  possible  for  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  but  without  suc- 
cess. By  the  return  of  killed  and  wounded  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  loss  of  officers  was  uncommonly  great.  Their  efforts  tc 
rally  their  companies  was  the  occasion  of  it, 

I  am  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  HULL. 

Hon.  Wm.  Eustis,  Sec.  he.  &c.  &c. 

Report  of  killedin  Maj.  Fan  Horn's  defeat. 
Captains.. ..Gilchrist,  Ullery,  M'Callough,  of  the  spies,  Bcerstler 
severely  wounded,  and  not  expected  to  recover  (since  dead)        4 
Lieutenant  Ptntz,  1 

Ensigns Roby  and  AUistoo,  2 

Ten  privates  10 

Number  of  xvounded  as  yet  unknown.  Total  loss  1 7 

Detroit,  I3th  Aug.  1812. 
Sir.. ...The  main  body  of  the  army  having  re-crossed  the  river 
Detroit,  on  the  night  and  morning  of  the  8th  mst.  six  hundred 
men  were  immediately  detached  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Miller,  to  open  the  communication  to  the  river  Rasin,  and 
protect  the  provisions,  which  were  under  the  escort  of  Capt.  Brush. 
This  detachment  consisted  of  the  4th  United  States'  regiment, 
and  two  small  detachments  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Stansbu- 
ry  and  Ensign  M'Labe  of  the  1st  regiment  :  detachments  from 
the  Ohio  and  Michigan  volunteers,  a  corps  of  artillerists,  with  one 
six  pounder    and  a  howitzer,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  East- 
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man,  and  a  part  of  Captains  Smith  and  Sloan's  cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Sloan,  of  the  Ohio  volunteers. 

Lieutenant  Col.  Miller  marched  from  Detroit  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  8th  instant,  and  on  the  9th,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
the  van  guard  commanded  by  Capt.  Snelling  of  the  4th  United 
States'  regiment,  was  fired  on  by  an  extensive  line  of  British 
troops  and  Indians  at  the  lower  part  ol  the  Maguago,  about  four- 
teen miles  from  Detroit.  At  this  time  the  main  body  was  march- 
ing in  two  columns,  and  Capt.  Snelling  maintained  his  position  ia 
a  most  gallant  manner,  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  until  the  line 
was  formed  and  advanced  to  the  ground  he  occupied,  when  the 
■whole,  excepting  the  rear  guard,  was  brought  into  action.  The 
enemy  were  formed  behind  a  temporary  breast-work  of  logs,  the 
Indians  extending  in  a  thick  wood  on  their  left. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Miller  ordered  his  whole  line  to  advance, 
and  when  within  a  small  distance  of  the  enemy  made  a  general 
discharge,  and  proceeded  with  charged  bayonets,  when  the  British 
line  and  Indians  commenced  a  retreat.  They  were  pursued  in 
a  most  vigorous  manner  about  two  miles,  and  pursuit  discontinu- 
ed only  on  account  of  the  fatigue  of  the  troops,  the  approach  of 
evening,  and  the  necessity  of  returning  to  take  care  of  the  wound- 
ed. The  judicious  arrangements  made  by  Lieut.  Col.  Miller,  and 
tlie  gallant  manner  in  which  they  were  executed,  justly  entitle 
him  to  the  highest  honour.  From  the  moment  the  line  com- 
menced the  fire,  it  continually  moved  on,  and  the  enemy  main- 
tained their   position  until  forced  at   the  point  of  the   bayonet 

The  Indians  on  the  left,  under  the  command  of  Tecumseh,  fought 
with  great  obstinacy,  but  were  continually  forced  and  compelled 
to  retreat.  The  victory  was  complete  in  every  part  of  the  line, 
and  the  success  would  have  been  more  brilliant  had  the  cavalry 
charged  the  enemy  on  the  retreat,  when  a  most  favourable  oppor- 
tunity presented.  Although  orders  were  given  for  the  purpose, 
unfortunately  they  were  not  executed.  Majors  V^an  Home  and 
Morrison,  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  were  associated  with  Lieut. 
Col.  Miller,  as  field  officers  in  this  command,  and  were  highly 
distinguished  by  their  exertions  in  forming  the  line,  and  the  firm 
and  intrepid  manner  they  led  their  respective  commands  to  ac- 
tion. 

Captain  Baker  of  tlie  first  United  States'  regiment,  Capt.  Bre- 
vort  of  the  2d,  and  Capt.  Hull  of  the  13th,  my  aid-de-camp,  and 
Lieut.  Whistler  of  the  1st,  requested  permission  to  join  the  detach- 
ment as  volunteers.  Lieut.  Col.  Miller  assigned  commands  to 
Capt.  Baker  and  Lieut.  Whistler  :  Capts.  Brevort  and  Hull,  at  his 
request,  attended  his  person  and  aided  him  in  the  general  engage- 
ments. Lieut.  Col.  Miller  has  mentioned  the  conduct  of  these  of- 
ficers in  terms  of  high  approbation.      In  addition  to  the  captainis 


THE  WAR.  S-J* 

who  have  been  named,  Lieut.  Col.  Miller  has  mentioned  Captains 
Burton  and  Fuller  of  the  4th  regiment.  Captains  Saunders  and" 
Brown  of  the  Ohio  volunteers,  and  Capt.  Delandre  of  the  Michi- 
gan volunteers,  who  were  attached  to  his  command — and  distin- 
guished by  their  valour.  It  is  impossible  for  me,  in  this  commu- 
nication, to  do  justice  to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who  gained  the 
victory  which  I  have  described.  They  have  acquired  high  hon- 
our to  themselves  and  are  justly  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  their 
countr}', 

Maj,  Muir,  of  the  41st  British  regiment,  commanded  the  Brit- 
ish in  this  action.  The  regulars  and  volunteers  consisted  of  about 
four  hundred,  and  a  larger  number  of  Indians.  Maj.  Muir  and 
two  subalterns  were  wounded,  one  of  them  since  dead.  About 
forty  Indians  were  found  dead  on  the  field,  and  Tecumseii  their 
leader  was  slightly  wounded.  The  number  of  wounded  Indians 
who  escaped  has  not  been  ascertained.  Four  of  Maj.  Muir's  de- 
tachment have  been  made  prisoners,  and  15  of  the  41st  regi- 
ment killed  and  wounded.  The  militia  and  volunteers  attached 
to  his  command  were  in  the  severest  part  of  the  action,  and  their 

loss  must  have  been  great it  has  not  yet  been  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  HULL,  Brig.  Gen. 
Commanding  N.  W.  army. 

Hon.  Wai.  Eustis,  Secretary  of  War. 

Return  of  killed  and  zvounded   in  the  action  fought  r.ear  Ma- 
guago,  Aug.  9thf  1812. 

4th  United  States'    regiment 10    non-commissioned    officers 

and  privates  killed,  and  45  wounded  ;  Capt.  Baker  of  the  1st  reg- 
iment of  infantry  :  Lieut.  Larabee  of  the  4th  ;  Lieut.  Peters  of 
the  4th  :  Ensign  Whistler  of  the  17th,  doing  duty  in  the  4th  : 
Lieut.  Silly,  and  an  Ensign,  whose  name  has  not  been  returned 
to  me,  were  wounded. 

lii  the  Ohio  and  Michigan  volunteers  8  were  killed,  and  1-2 
wou  nded. 

^VM.  HULL. 

COLONEL  CASS'  LETTER. 

JVashingtOTiy  Sept.  10th,  1812. 

Sir Having  been  ordered  on  to  this  place  b}  Col.M'Arthur,for 

the  purpose  of  communicating  to  the  government  such  particulars 
respecting  the  expedition  lately  commanded  by  Brigadier  Gen. 
Hull,  and  its  disastrous  result,  as  might  enable  them  correctly  to 
appreciate  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  ;  and  to  develope 
the  causes  which  produced  so  foul  a  stain  upon  the  national  char- 
acter, I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  fol- 
Ibvving  statement : 
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When  the  forces  landed  in  Canada,  they  landed  with  an  ar- 
dent zeal,  and  stimulated  with  the  hope  of  conquest.  No  enemy 
appeared  within  view  of  us,  and  had  an  immediate  and  vigorous 
attack  been  made  upon  Maiden,  it  would  doubtless  have  fallen 
an  easy  victory.  I  know  Gen.  Hull  afterwards  declared  he  re- 
gretted    this   attach    had    not    beeji    made,    and    he    had  every 

reason   to  believe    success    would  have    crowned   his  efforts 

The  reason  given  for  delaying  our  operations  were  to  mount  our 
heavy  cannon,  and  to  afford  the  Canadian  militia  time  and  op- 
portunity to  quit  an  obnoxious  service.  In  the  course  of  two 
weeks  the  number  of  their  militia,  who  were  embodied,  had  de- 
creased by  desertion  from  six  hundred  to  one  hundred  men  ;  and^ 
in  the  course  of  three  weeks,  the  cannon  were  mounted,  the  am- 
munition fixed,  and  every  preparation  made  for  an  immediate  in- 
vesta^ent  of  the  fort.  At  a  council,  at  which  were  present  all 
the  field  officers,  and  which  was  held  two  days  before  our  prep- 
arations were  completed,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  make  an 
iRimediate  attempt  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  expedition-  If 
hy  waiting  two  days  we  could  have  the  service  of  our  heavy  ar- 
tiller}-,  it  was  agreed  to  wait  ;  if  not,  it  was  determined  to  go 
without  it,  and  to  attempt  the  place  by  storm.  This  opinion  appear- 
ed to  correspond  with  the  views  of  the  General,  and  the  day  was 
appointed  for  commencing  our  march.  He  declared  to  me,  that 
he  considered  himselt  pledged  to  lead  the  army  to  Maiden.  The 
ammunition  was  placed  in  the  waggons;  the  cannon  were  em- 
barked on  board  the  floating  batteries,  and  every  requisite  article 
was  prepared.  The  spirit  and  zeal,  the  ardour  and  animation  dis- 
played by  the  officers  and  men,  on  learnidg  the  near  accomplish- 
ment of  their  wishes,  was  a  sure  and  sacred  pledge,  that  in  the 
hour  of  trial  they  would  not  be  wanting  in  their  duty  to  their 
•country  and  to  themselves.  But  a  change  of  measures,  in  op- 
position to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  all  the  officers  was  ad- 
opted by  the  General.  The  plan  of  attacking  Maiden  was  aban- 
doned, and  instead  of  acting  offensively,  we  broke  up  our  camp, 
evacuated  Canada,  and  re-crossed  the  river  in  the  night,  without 
even  the  shadow  of  an  enemy  to  injure  us.  We  left  to  the  ten- 
der mercy  of  the  enemy  the  miserable  Canadians  who  had  joined 
us,  and  the  protection  we  afforded  them  was  but  a  passport  to 
vengeance.  This  fatal  and  unaccountable  step  dispirited  the 
troops,  and  destroyed  the  little  confidence  which  a  series  of  timid, 
irresolute,  and  indecisive  measures  had  left  in  the  commanding 
officer. 

About  the  tenth  of  August,  the  enemy  received  a  reinforcement 
of  four  hundred  men.  On  the  12th  the  commanding  officers  of 
three  regiments  (the  fourth  was  abient)  were  informed  through  a 
medium  which  admitted  of  no  doubt,  that  the  General  had  stated 
that  a  capitulation  would  he  necessary.      They  on  the  same  day 
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addressed  to  Gov.  Meigs  of  Ohio,  a  letter,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  extract  : 

"  Believe  all  the  bearer  will  tell  you.  Believe  it,  however  it 
may  astonish  you,  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  told  by  one  of  us..... 

Even  a  c is  talked  of  by  the 

The  bearer  will  fill  the  vacancy." 

The  doubtful  fate  of  this  letter  rendered  it  necessary  to  use  cir- 
cumspection in  its  details,  and  therefore  these  blanks  were  left. 
The  word  "  capitulation"  will  fill  the  first,  and  "  commanding 
general,"  the  other.  As  no  enemy  was  near  us,  and  as  the  supe- 
riority of  our  force  was  manifest,  we  could  see  no  necessity  for 
capitulating,  nor  any  propriety  in  alluding  to  it.  We  therefore 
determined  in  the  last  resort,  to  incur  the  responsibiHty  of  divest- 
ing the  general  of  his  command.  This  plan  was  eventually  pre- 
vented by  two  of  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  being  or- 
dered upon  detachments. 

On  the  13th  the  British  took  a  position  opposite  to  Detroit,  and 
began  to  throw  up  works.  During  that  and  the  two  following 
days,  they  pursued  their  object  without  interruption  and  establish- 
ed a  battery  for  two  18    pounders   and    an   8    inch   howitzer 

About  sunset  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  a  detachment  of  350 
men  from  the  regiments  commanded  byCol.M'Arthur  and  myself, 
was  ordered  to  march  to  the  river  Rasin,  to  escort  «!ome  provi- 
sions, which  had  some  time  remained  there  protected  by  a  par- 
ty under  the  command  of  Capt.  Brush. 

On  Saturday,  the  15th,  about  1  o'clock,  a  flag  of  truce  arrived 
from  Sandwich,  bearing  a  summons  from  Gen.  Brock  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  town  and  fort  of  Detroit,  stating  he  could  no  longer 
restrain  the  fury  of  the  savages.  To  this  an  immediate  and  spir- 
ited refusal  was  returned.  About  four  o'clock  their  batteries  be- 
gan to  play  upon  the  town.  The  fire  was  returned  and  continu- 
ed without  interruption,  and  with  little  effect  till  dark.  Their 
shells  were  thrown  till  eleven  o'clock. 

At  day  light  firing  on  both  sides  recommenced  ;  about  the 
same  time  the  enemy  began  to  land  troops  at  the  Springwells, 
three  miles  below  Detroit,  protected  by  two  of  their  armed  ves- 
sels. Between  6  and  7  o'clock  they  effected  their  landing,  and 
immediately  took  up  their  line  of  march.  They  moved  in  a  close 
column  of  platoons,  twelve  in  front,    upon  the  bank  of  the  river. 

The  fourth  regiment  was  stationed  in  the  fort  ;  the  Ohio  vol- 
unteers and  a  part  of  the  Michigan  militia,  behind  some  pickets,  in 
a  situation  in  which  the  whole  flank  of  the  enemy  would  have 
been  exposed.  The  residue  of  the  Michigan  nnilitia  were  in  the  up- 
per part  of  the  town  to  resist  the  incursions  of  the  savages.  Two 
24  pornders,  loaded  with  grape  shot,  were  posted  on  a  com- 
manding eminence,  ready  to  sweep  the  advancing  column.  In 
this  situation,    the  superiority  of  our  position    was  apparent,  and 
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our  ti-oopjt,  in  tlic  eager  expectation  of  victory,  awaited  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy.  Not  a  discontent  broke  upon  the  ear  :  not 
a  Ioo!c  of  cowardice  met  the  eye.  Every  man  expected  a  proud 
day  for  his  country,  and  each  was  anxious  that  his  individual  ex- 
ertion should  contribute  to  the  general  result. 

\^'hen  the  head  of  their  column  arrived  within  about  five  hun- 
dred yards  of  our  line,  orders  were  received  from  Gen.  Hull  for 
the  whole  to  rttreat  to  the  fort,  and  for  the  twenty  four  pounders 
not  to  open  upon  the  enemy.  One  universal  burst  of  indignation 
was  apparent  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order.  Those,  whose  con- 
viction was  the  deliberate  result  of  a  dispassionate  examination  of 
passing  events,  saw  the  folly  and  impropriety  of  crowding  1100 
men  into  a  little  work  which  300  men  could  fully  man,  and  into 
which  the  shot  and  shells  of  the  enemy  were  falling.  The  fort 
was  in  this  manner  filled  ;  the  men  were   directed  to  stack  their 

arms,  and   scarcely  was  an  opportunity    aflbrded  of  moving 

Shortly  a  white  flag  was  hung  out  upon  the  walls.  A  British  of- 
ficer rode  up  to  inquire  the  cause.  A  communication  passed  be- 
tween the  comraandiiig  Generals,  which  ended  in  the  capitula- 
tion submitted  to  you.  In  entering  into  this  capitulation  the  Gen- 
oral  took  counsel  from  his  own  feelings  only.  Not  an  officer  was 
consulted.  Not  one  anticipated  a  surrender  till  he  saw  the  white 
flag  displayed.  Even  the  women  were  indignant  at  so  shameful 
ii  degradation  of  the  American  character,  and  all  felt  as  they 
should  have  felt,  but  he  who  held  in  his  hands  the  leinsof  author- 

Our  morning  report  had  that  morning  made  our  effective  men 
present  fit  for  duty  1060,  without  including  the  detachment  be- 
fore alluded  to,  and  without  including  300  of  the  J^lichigan  mili- 
tia on  duty.  About  dark  on  Saturday  evening  the  detachment 
sent  to  escort  the  provisions,  received  several  orders  from  Gen. 
Hull  to  return  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible.  About  ten 
o'clock  the  next  day  they  at  rived  within  sight  of  Detroit.  Had  a 
firing  been  heard,  or  any  resistance  visible,  they  would  have  im- 
mediately advanced  and  attacked  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  The 
situation  in  which  this  detachment  was  placed,  although  the  re- 
sult of  accident,  was  the  best  for  annoying  the  enemy  and  cutting 
off  his  retreat  that  could  have  been  selected.  With  his  raw  troops 
enclosed  between  two  fires,  and  no  hopes  of  succor,  it  is  hazard- 
ing little  to  say,  that  very  few  would  have  escaped. 

I  have  been  informed  by  Col  Findley,  who  saw  the  return  ox 
their  quarter-master-general  the  day  after  the  surrender,  that  their 
whole  force  of  every  description,  white,  red,  and  black,  was  1030. 
They  had  twenty-nine  platoons,  twelve  in  a  platoon,  of  men 
dressed  in  uniform.  Many  of  these  were  evidently  Canadian  mi- 
litia. The  rest  of  the  militia  increased  their  white  force  to  about 
seven  hundred  men.     The  number  of  their  Indians  could  not  br 
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asertained  with  any  degree  of  precision  ;  not  many  were  visible. 
And  in  tlie  event  of  an  attack  upon  the  town  and  fort,  it  was  a 
epecies  of  force  which  could  have  afforded  no  material  advantage 
to  the  enemy. 

In  endeavouring  to  appreciate  the  motives  and  to  investigate 
the  causes  which  led  to  an  event  so  unexpected  and  dishonoura- 
ble, it  is  impossible  to  find  any  solution  in  the  relative  strengtli  of 
the  contending  parties,  or  in  the  measures  of  resistance  in  our 
power.  That  we  were  far  superior  to  the  enemy  ;  that  upon 
any  ordinary  principles  of  calculation  we  would  have  defeated 
them,  the  wounded  and  indignant  feelings  of  every  man  there 
will  testify. 

A  few  days  before  the  surrender,  I  was  informed  by  Gen.  Hull 
that  we  had  400  rounds  of  24  pound  shot  fixed, and  about  100,000 
cartridges  made.  We  surrendered  with  the  fort  40  barrels  of 
powder  and  2500  stand  of  arms. 

The  state  of  our  provisions  has  not  been  generally  understood. 
On  the  day  of  the  surrender  we  had  fifteen  days'  provisions  of 
every  kind  on  hand.  Of  meat  there  was  plenty  in  the  couotr}', 
and  arrangements  had  been  made  for  purchasing  grain  and  grind- 
ing it  to  flour.  It  was  calculated  we  could  readily  procure  three 
months'  provisions,  independent  of  150  barrels  flour,  and  1300 
head  of  cattle,  which  had  been  forwarded  from  the  state  of  Ohio, 
and  which  remained  at  the  river  Raisin,  under  Capt.  Brush.,  with- 
in reach  of  the  army. 

But  had  we  been  totally  destitute  of  provisions,  our  duty  and 
our  interest  undoubtedly  was  to  fight.  The  enemy  invited  us  to 
meet  him  in  the  field. 

By  defeating  him  the  whole  country  would  have  been  open  to 
us,  and  the  object  of  our  expedition  gloriously  and  successfully  ob- 
tained. If  we  had  been  defeated  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  re- 
treat to  the  fort,  and  make  the  best  defence  which  circumstances 
and  our  situation  rendered  practicable.  But  basely  to  surrender 
without  firing  a  gun tamely  to  submit  without  raising  a  bayo- 
net  disgracefully  to  pass  in  review  before  an  enemy  as  inferior 

in  the  quality  as  in  the  number  of  his  forces,  were  circumstances 
which  excited  feelings  of  indignation  more  easily  felt  than  de- 
scribed. To  see  the  whole  of  our  men  flushed  with  th^^  hope  of 
victory,  eagerly  awaiting  the  approaching  contest ;  to  see  them 
afterwards  dispirited,  hopeless,  and  desponding,  at  least  500  shed- 
ding tears  because  they  were  not  allowed  to  meet  their  country's 
foe,  and  to  fight  their  country's  battles,  excited  sensations,  which 
no  American  has  ever  before  had  cause  to  feel,  and  which,  I  trust 
in  God,  will  never  again  be  felt,  while  one  man  remains  to  de- 
fend the  standard  of  the  Union. 

I  am  expressly  authorized  to  state,  that  Col.  M'Arthur  and 
Col.  Findley  and  Lieut.  Col.  Miller  viewed  this  transa-»*ion  ia  the 
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light  which  I  do.  They  know  and  feel,  that  no  circumstance  in 
our  situation,  none  in  that  of  the  enemy,  can  excuse  a  capitula- 
tion so  dishonourable  and  unjustifiable.  This  too  is  the  universal 
sentiment  among  the  troops  ;  and  I  shall  be  surpised  to  learn, 
that  there  is  one  man  who  thinks  it  was  necessary  to  sheath 
his  sword,  or  lay  down  his  musket. 

I  was  informed  by  Gen.  Hull  the  morning  after  the  capitula- 
tion, that  the  British  forces  consisted  of  1800  regulars,  and  that 
he  surrendered  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  human  blood.  That  he 
magnified  their  regular  force  nearly  five  fold,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  Whether  the  philanthropic  reason  assigned  by  him  is  a 
sufficient  justification  for  surrendering  a  fortified  town,  an  army 
and  a  territory,  is  for  the  government  to  determine.  Confident 
I  am,  that  had  the  courage  and  conduct  of  the  General  been  equal 
to  the  spirit  and  zeal  of  the  troops,  the  event  would  have  been 
as  brilliant  and  successful  as  it  now  is  disastrous  and  dishonoura- 
ble. 

Very  respectfully.  Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  LEWIS  CASS, 

Col.  3d  rpg.  Ohio  volunteers. 

The  Hon.  William  Eustis,  Sec.  of  War. 

GENERAL   HULL'S  TRIAL. 

On  the  3d  January,  1814,  the  members  detailed  by  general 
orders,  to  constitute  the  court  for  the  trial  of  Brig.  Gen.  Hull,  as- 
sembled at  Albany,  and  were  as  follows,  viz. 

Maj.  Gen.  Henry  Dearborn,  Presidrnt. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Bloomfield,"]         f  Col.  J.  K.  Fen  wick,  artl. 

Col.  Peter  Little  38th  reg.         j    jo    |  Robert  Bogardus,  41st, 

Wm.  N.  Irvine,  42d         !  ^    !  Lt.  Col.  Richard  Dennis  16th, 

Lt.  Col.  James  House,  artl.       i    |    |  -^—    S.  R.  Conner,  13th, 

Wm.  Scott,  36th.        |  ;^    | J.  B.  Davis,  32d, 

Wm.  Stewart,  38th, J         L J.  W.  Levingston,4lst, 

Lt.  Col.  J.  G.  Forbes,  42d  reg.  Supernumerary. 
Judge  Advocate  (special)  Martin  Van  Buren,  Esq. 
Army  Judge  Advocate,  Philip  S.  Parker,  Esq. 

Charges  exhibited  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Charge  1 Treason  against  the  United    States,  between  the 

ninth  of  April  and  the  seventeenth  of  August,  1812. 

The  specifications  under  this  charge  were,  in  substance,  as  fol- 
lows : 

First   Specification,    in    this That   the  said  Brig.  Gen.  W^-n. 

Hull  did  traitorously  hire,  or  cause  to  be  hired,  at  the  rapids  of  the 
river  Miami  of  the  lake,  on  the  1st  day  of  July,   1812,  an  unarm- 
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ed  vessel,  and  did  then  and  there  traitorously  put  on  board  said 
vessel  a  trunk  containing  the  official  corrcsponcience  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  war,  with  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  Hull,  touching  the 
expedition  of  the  north-western  army,  under  the  said  Hull's  com- 
mand ;  also,  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States  against 
Great  Britain  ;  and  also,  certain  official  muster-rolls,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  numbers,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said  north- 
western army.. ..and  dispatched  the  same  from  the  said  rapids, 
with  intent  that  the  same  should  tall  into  the  hands  of  the  said 
enemy  :  and  that  afterwards,  on  the  2d  day  of  July  aforesaid, 
the  said  unarmed  vessel  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  by  means 
whereof,  and  in  fulfilment  of  the  said  traitorous  dei-ign  of  the 
said  Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  Hull,  the  said  correspondence,  and  the  said 
muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  came  to  the  possession,  knowl- 
edge, and  use  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  :  whereby  the 
said  Brig.  Gen.  Wra.  Hull,  at  tht  rapids  of  the  river  of  the  Miami 
of  the  lake  aforesaid,  did  then  and  there  traitorously  hold  corres- 
pondence with,  and  give  intelligence  to  the  enemy  ;  and  did  tlien 
and  there  traitorously,  by  the  means  aforesaid,  adhtre  to  the  en- 
emies of  the  United  States,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 

Second  specification.  Also  in  this. ...That  afterwards,  to  wit,  on 
the  8th  Aug.  1812,  at  Sandwich,  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
the  said  Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  Hull  did  traitorously  conspire  with  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  to  quit  and  abandon  a  military  post 
established  by  the  north-western  army  of  the  United  States,  at  or 
near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  with  intent  to  prevent  a  certain  fort 
called  Maiden,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  from  being  attacked  and 
reduced  by  the  said  north-western  army  ot  the  United  States,  un- 
der the  command  of  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  Hull  :  and  that  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  traitorous  intention,  the  said  Brig.  Gen. 
W^m.  Hull  did  quit  and  abandon,  and  did  cause  to  be  quitted  and 
abandoned,  the  said  military  post,  and  did  traitorously  omit  and 
neglect  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  attacking  and  re- 
ducing the  said  enemy's  fort  called  Maiden  :  and  did  traitorously 
inarch,  vvithdtavv,  aud  remove  the  said  north-western  army  of  the 
United  States  from  the  said  military  post  at  Sandwich  aforesaid, 
to  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan  :  whereby  the  said  Brig. 
Gen.  Hull,  on  the  8th  day  of  Aug.  aforesaid,  did  traitorously  hold 
correspondence  with  the  enemy,  quit,  and  abandon  the  said  mili- 
tary post  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  omit  and  neglect  the  necessary 
preparations  for  the  reduction  of  Maiden  afort-said,  and  adhere  to 
the  enemies  of  the  United  State?,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 

Third  specification.  Also  in  this  ....th'^t  afterward,  to  wit.  at 
Dt:troit  aforesaid,  o!7  the  16th  Aug.  18  i2,  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  Hull 
was  then  and  there  commander  of  a  certain  fort  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  called  Fort  Detroit,  and  did  traitorously  conspire 
with  the  enemy   to  surrender  and  abandon  to  them  the  said  fort. 
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called  fort  Detroit,  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  and  militia,  then 
and  there  under  his  command,  and  all  the  public  stores,  arm?,  and 
every  thing  else  of  a  public  nature,  appertaining  to  said  fort  and 
army  :  and  in  prosecution  of  his  said  traitorous  intentions,  did  then 
and  there  traitorously  omit  and  neglect  to  repair  and  strengthen 
the  works  of  said  fort,  and  put  the  same  in  a  proper  condition  for 
resistance  and  defence  against  the  approaches  and  attacks  of 
said  enemy  ;  and  did  traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to  fortify  the 
places  and  passes  at  and  near  said  fort,  by  and  through  which  the 
enemy  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  to  approach,  and 
did  approach  said  fort  ;  and  did  traitorously  omit  and  neglect  to 
resist,  repel  and  defeat  the  enemy  in  their  approaches  to  and  to- 
wards said  fort,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  and  reducing  the 
same  ;  and  in  further  prosecution  of  said  traitorous  intentions, 
did  treacherously  surrender  the  said  fort,  with  all  the  troop,  reg- 
ulars and  militia,  under  his  command  ;  and  all  the  public  stores, 
arms  and  documents,  including  every  thing  else  of  a  public 
nature,  appertaining  to  said  fort  and  army,  unto  the  said  enemy 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen.  Brock  : 
whereby  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  Hull,  on  the  16th  of  Aug.  aforesaid, 
at  Detroit  aforesaid,  did  traitorously  surrender  the  said  fort  to 
the  said  enemy,  and  adhere  to  said  enemy,  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort. 

Charge  2 Cowardice  at  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Detroit, 

between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  seventeenth  day  of  Aug. 
in  the  year  1812. 

Substance  of  the  specifications  to  this  charge. 

First  specification.     In  this That    the  said  Brig.  Gen.  Wm. 

Hull,  having  command  of  the  north-v«7estern  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  having  therewith  entered  the  British  province  of 
Upper  Canada,  with  the  avowed  object  of  attacking  and  re- 
ducing the  British  fort  called  Maiden,  at  Sandwich,  in  said  prov- 
ince, on  the  8th  Aug.  1812,  did  misbehave  himself  before  the  cn- 
em}',  and  manifest  undue  fear  and  apprehension  of  danger,  by 
conduct  and  conversation  evincing  personal  alarm,  agitation  of 
nimd,  and  privation  of  judgment,  by  abandonig  said  object  and 
intention,  by  quitting  the  position  by  him  taken  at  said  Sand- 
wich, and  by  retreating  abruptly  out  of  said  province  to  Detroit, 
in  tiie  territory  of  Michigan,  without  any  cause  for  so  doing,  ar- 
ising from  the  number,  state,  or  condition  of  the  enemy  opposed 
to  him:  whereby  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  lost  all  confidence 
in  his  personal  courage  and  military  capacity  ;  the  inhabitants 
of  said  province  were  taught  to  distrust  his  power  and  professions; 
a  shade  was  cast  upon  the  American  arms,  and  the  cause  of  the 
Ignited    State-^    suffered    great    detriment    and    disadvantage. 
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Second  specification.  Also  in  this.. ..That  afterwards,to  wit,  on 
the  15th  Aug.  1812,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  the  enemy  having  raised 
certain  batteries  on  the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  the  United 
Statt-s'  fort  Detroit,  and  having  commenced  a  cannonade  against 
said  fort,  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  Hull  then  and  there  having  com- 
mand of  the  north-western  army  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
said  fort,  during  the  continuance  of  said  cannonade  did  shameful- 
ly misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy,  and  manifest  great  fear 
of  personal  danger,  by  a  course  of  conduct  evincing  personal 
alarm,  agitation  of  mind,  and  privation  of  judgment,  by  timid  and 
cowardly  expressions  and  actions,  then  and  there  uttered  and  used 
in  the  presence  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  said  army  :  where- 
by a  fatal  encouragement  was  afforded  the  hostile  enterprizes  of 
the  enemy,  a  pernicious  example  given  the  American  troop,  and 
the  service  of  the  United  States  exposed  to  hazard,  shame  and  dis*- 
appointment. 

Third  specification.  Also  in  this... .That  afterwards,to  wit,onthe 
16th  Aug.  1812,  at  Detroit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  the  said 
Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  Hull,  having  command  of  the  United  States' 
fort  Detroit,  and  the  northwestern  army  of  the  United  States,  (the 
British  forces  having  crossed  the  tiver,  and  landed  at  Spring- 
wells,  and  marched  towards  the  said  fort  Detroit,  with  design  to 
attack  the  same)  did,  during  the  crossing  of  the  river,  the  landing 
and  march  by  the  enemy  as  aforesaid,  shamefully  misbehave 
himself  before  the  enemy,  and  manifest  great  fear  and  apprehen- 
sion of  personal  danger,  by  various  timid  and  cowardly  actions 
and  expressions,  then  and  there  used  and  uttered  in  the  presence 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  said  army,  by  avoiding  all  personal 
danger,  making  no  attempt  to  prevent  the  crossing  and  landing  of 
the  enemy  as  aforesaid,  avoiding  all  personal  danger  in  reconnoi- 
tering  or  encountering  the  enemy  in  battle,  in  their  approaches 
to  said  fort ;  hastily  sending  flags  of  truce  to  them  with  overtures 
for  capitulation ;  withdrawing  his  person  from  the  American 
troop  in  the  open  field  to  the  said  fort  Detroit  ;  giving  irresolute 
and  fluctuating  orders  ;  forbidding  the  American  artillery  to  fire 
on  the  enemy  ;  calling  the  American  troop  from  the  optni  field, 
and  crowding  them  into  said  fort;  precipitately  declaring  to  the 
enemy  that  he  surrendered  said  fort  and  army,  before  terms  of 
capitulation  were  considered  or  suggested  ;  and  generally  by  a 
course  of  conduct  and  conversation  evincing  personal  fear,  ag- 
itation of  mind,  and  privation  of  judgment :  whereby  the  said 
fort  and  army  were  rendered  then  and  there  an  easy  and  certain 
conquest  to  the  enemy  ;  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  a  gallant  army- 
exposed  to  unmerited  mortification  and  reproach,  and  the  service 
of  the  United  States  suffered  great  detriment  and  discredit. 

Fourth  specification.    And  also  in  this.. ..That  the  said  Brig.  Gen. 
Wm.  Hull,  on  the  10th  Aug,  aforesaid,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  having 
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command  of  the  United  States'  fort  Detroit,  well  garrisoned,  and 
supplied  with  cannon,  ammunition  and  provisions,  and  the  north- 
western army  of  the  United  States,  then  and  there  being  in  fine 
spirits,  and  eager  to  meet  the  approaching  enemy  in  battle,  act* 
ing  from  personal  fear  and  apprehension,  and  contemplating  a 
shameful  abandonment  and  surrender  of  said  fort  and  army,  did 
shamefully  misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy,  and  enter  into  a 
shameful  capitulation,  containing  no  consolatory  stipulations  for 
the  security  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  as  had  joined  the 
American  standard,  nor  any  reasonable  stipulation  for  an  opportu- 
nity of  reporting  to  his  government  the  circumstances  of  so  unex- 
pected and  important  an  event :  and  did  shamefully  abandon,  sur- 
render and  give  up  said  fort  and  army,  and  all  the  public  stores, 
arms  and  documents,  including  every  thing  else  of  a  public  nature 
belonging  to  said  fort  and  army,  to  the  approaching  enemy  under 
the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Brock,  without  any  cause  therefor, 
arising  from  the  superior  number,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said 
enemy,  or  from  the  actual  want,  or  just  expectation  oi  suddea 
want  of  arms,  ammunition,  or  provisions  for  said  fort  and  army, 
and  without  any  other  adequate  cause  whatever  :  whereby  the 
territorial  sovereignty,  rights,  and  property  of  the  United  States 
were  shamefully  ceded  to  the  enemy  ;  a  brave  army  wantonly 
sacrificed  by  the  personal  fears  of  its  commander,  and  the  service 
of  the  United  States  suffering  a  great  and  afflicting  loss. 

Charge  3 Neglect  of  duty,  and  unofficer-like  conduct  while 

commanding  a  separate  army  between  the  ninth  of  April  and 
Ihe  seventeenth  Aug.  in  the  year  1812. 

Substance  of  the  specifications  to  this  charge. 

First  specification,  in  this That  the  said  Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  Hull, 

having  command  of  the  north-western  army  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  25th  May,  to  the  16th  Aug.  1812,  unmindful  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  him  during  all  the  time  aforesaid,  as  well  on  the 
march  cf  the  said  army  from  Dayton  to  Detroit,  and  at  Detroit, 
as  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  du- 
ty, and  unoliicer-like  conduct,  in  neglecting  to  inspect,  train,  ex- 
ercise, review,  and  order  said  army,  with  sufficient  care  and  fre- 
<:[uency,  or  to  cause  the  same  to  be  done  ;  and  also  by  neglectmg 
in  due  time  and  form,  to  prepare  and  make  known  to  said  army 
an  order  of  battle  on  its  march  from  Dayton  to  Detroit  aforesaid  : 
whereby  the  discipline  of  said  army  was  in  danger  of  being  re- 
laxed ;  its  comfort  liable  to  be  impaired ;  its  confidence  in  the  mili- 
tary skill  and  dispositions  of  its  commander  diminished,  and  the 
said  arn-.y  exposed  to  the  hazard  of  disorder  and  defeat,  in  the 
event  of  an  attack  thereon  by  the  enemy. 

Second  specification.    Alsoin  this.. ..That  the  said  Brig. Gen.  Wm. 
Hull,  having  command  of  the  north  western  army  of  the  United 
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States,  and  having  cause  to  know  or  believe  that  war  existed 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  on  the  1st  July, 
1812,  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  the  lake,  was  guilty  of 
neglect  of  duty  and  unofFxcer-like  conduct,  by  hiring  or  causing  to 
be  hired,  an  unarmed  vessel,  and  putting  on  board  thereof,  to  be 
transported  to  Detroit,  (having  cause  to  know  or  believe  the  ini- 
inent  danger  of  its  capture  by  the  enemy)  certain  sick  soldiers,  a 
great  part  of  the  hospital  stores  of  said  army,  and  a  trunk  con- 
taining the  official  correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  war,  touch- 
ing the  expedition  on  which  said  army  was  employed,  and  touch- 
ing a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States  against  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  also  the  official  muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the 
number,  state,  and  condition  of  said  army  :  and  the  said  vessel 
afterwards,  on  the  2d  July  aforesaid,  on  its  passage  from  said  rap- 
ids to  Detroit,  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  having  on  board  there- 
of, at  the  said  capture,  the  said  soldiers,  hospital  stores,  ai^d  said 
trunk,  containing  the  said  correspondence,  muster-rolls,  reports, 
and  returns  :  whereby  the  said  soldiers  were  made  prisoners,  the 
said  stores  lost,  and  the  said  correspondence,  muster  rolls,  reports 
and  returns  came  to  the  possession,  knowledge,  and  use  of  the  en- 
emy, to  the  great  injury  of  the  United  States. 

Third  specification.     Also   in  this That   the  said  Brig.  Gen. 

Wm.  Hull,  having  command  of  the  nortlvwestern  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  United  States'  fort  Detroit,  from  the  7th 
of  July  to  the  16th  Aug.  1812,  the  said  fort  being  greatly  dam- 
aged and  dilapidated,  and  the  guns  and  gun  carriages  thereof 
damaged  and  out  of  repair,  and  wt-U  knowing  their  importance 
to  the  service  of  the  United  States,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty 
in  omitting,  during  all  the  time  aforesaid,  to  repair  and  strengthen 
said  fort,  omitting  to  repair  the  said  guns  and  gun  carriages,  and 
generally,  by  neglecting  to  put  said  fort  in  a  proper  state  for  re- 
sistance and  defence  :  whereby  the  said  fort  was  an  easy  con- 
quest to  the  enemy.  The  said  guns  and  gun  carriages  afterwards 
required  for  service,  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  were  unfit 
for  transportation  and  use,  great  time  consumed  in  fitting  them 
afterwards  for  service,  and  the  operations  of  the  war  fatally  sus- 
pended. 

Fourth  specification.       Also  in  this That  the  said  Brig.  Gen. 

Wm.  Hull,  having  command  of  the  north-western  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  having  avowed  the  intention  with  said  army 
to  invade  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  to  invest  and  reduce  the 
fort  of  the  enemy  called  Maiden,  and  to  maintain  and  enlarge  hia 
positions  therein,  and  having  on  the  7th  July,  1812,  arrived  at 
Detroit,  and  having  on  the  12th  July  aforesaid,  invaded  said  prov- 
ince, and  having  on  the  8th  of  Aug,  following  evacuated  said 
province,  well  knowing  that  resolution  and  energy  were  neces,- 
sary  in  the  prosecution  of  his  said  intention,  was  guilty  of  negl^et 
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of  duty,  and  unnfficer-like  co;iduct,  by  not  seasonably  repairing^, 
fitting',  and  tranp.'-porting  the  guns  and  gun  Cdrriagis  nfces^ary  in 
the  prosecution  of  said  intention,  by  an  useless  waste  of  time  at 
Sandwich,  in  said  piovincc,  without  attempting  the  reduction  of 
Maiden,  and  in  projects  to  conciliate  the  inhabitants  of  said  prov- 
ince and  neighbouring  Indians,  without  resorting  to  the  more 
effectual  display  of  miJitary  power  and  capacity,  to  maintain  his 
acquisitions,  and  perform  his  promises  of  protection,  by  postponing 
in  the  first  instance,  and  abandoning  in  the  next  an  attack  of  fort 
Maiden,  and  finally,  by  evacuating  said  province  without  pro- 
viding for  the  safety  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  as  had  ac- 
cepted his  invitation  to  join  the  American  standard,  and  without 
accomplishing  in  any  degree  bis  said  avowed  intention  :  whereby 
the  enemy  were  enabled  to  bring  his  power  and  conduct  into 
suspicion  and  contempt,  to  reinforce  foit  Maiden,  and  to  prepare 
for  the  investment  of  the  United  States'  fort  Detroit  :  while  on  the 
other  hand,  the  said  United  States'  army  was  diminished  in  numbers 
by  sickness  and  casualties  ;  the  officers  and  soldiers  dissatisfied  and 
disgusted  by  a  scene  of  inactivit},  irresolution,  and  procrastina- 
tion ;  the  hope  of  support  and  co-operation  from  the  inhabitants 
of  said  province  and  the  Indians  destroyed;  and,  the  general  ardor 
of  the  army  insensibly  abated. 

Fifth  specification.     Also  in   this That  the  said  Brig.    Gen. 

Wm.  Hull,  having  command  of  the  north-western  army  of  the 
United  States,  arrived  with  said  army  at  Detroit,  on  or  about  the 
7th  July,  1812;  invaded  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  or 
about  the  12th  July  aforesaid  ;  evacuated  said  province  on  or  about 
the  Sth  Aug.  following,  and  returned  to  Detroit,  and  abandoned 
and  surrendered  the  said  United  States'  fort  Detroit,  and  said  ar- 
my, on  the  16th  Aug.  aforesaid,  to  the  enemy  under  the  command 
of  Maj.  Gen.  Brock.  And  that  during  all  the  movements  afore- 
said it  was  of  high  importance  to  the  supply  of  said  fort  and  army, 
that  a  free  and  open  communication  by  and  between  the  said  tort 
and  army  and  a  certain  United  States'  military  post  at  the  river 
Rasin  should  be  preserved  :  and  the  said  Hull,  well  knowing  the 
premises,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  unofficer-like  con- 
duct, by  suffering  the  enemy  to  interrupt  said  communication,  viz. 
on  or  about  the  1st  Aug.  1812  ;  also  by  detaching,  on  the  4th 
Aug.  aforesaid,  Maj.  Thomas  B.  Van  Home  to  open  or  attempt 
to  open  said  communication,  with  an  inadequate  force,  having 
cause  to  know  or  believe  the  same  inadequate  :  also  by  after- 
wards, on  the  Sth  Aug.  aforesaid,  detaching  Col.  James  Miller, 
with  about  500  men,  to  open  or  attempt  to  open  said  communica- 
tion, and  neglecting  to  furnish  and  forward  to  said  detachment 
an  adequate  supply  of  provisions,  having  cause  to  know  or  believe 
said  detachment  to  be  in  want  thereof,  and  unable  to  proceed 
without  the  same  :    and  also  by  afterwards,  on  the  14th    day  of 
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Aug.  aforesaid,  detaching  Col.  Duncan  M'Arthur  and  Col.  Lewis 
Cass,  with  about  400  mt-n  on  the  same  service,  without  issuing 
End  forwarding  an  adequate  supply  of  provisions  for  said  detach- 
ment, having  cause  to  know  or  believe  said  detachnnent  to  be  in 
■want  thereof :  whereby  the  said  detachment  under  Maj.  Van 
Home  was  encountered  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
defeated  ;  the  said  detachment  under  Col.  Miller  having  achieved 
a  signal  victory  over  the  enemy,  were  compelled  for  want  of 
provisions,  to  abandon  the  expedition  on  which  they  were  em- 
ployed, and  the  said  detachment  under  Cols.  M'Arthur  and  Cass, 
for  want  of  provisions,  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  expedition 
on  which  it  was  employed  :  and  finally,  the  said  communication, 
by  reason  of  the  said  neglect  and  omission,  was  and  remained  in- 
terrupted and  wholly  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  from  on  or  about  the 
1st  Aug.  af'-iresaid,  to  and  including  the  16th  Aug.  aforesaid. 

Sixth  specification.     Also  in  this That   the  said    Brig.    Gen. 

Hull,  having  command  of  the  north-western  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  having  therewith  invaded  the  province  of  Upper  Can- 
ada, with  an  avowed  intention  of  attacking  and  reducing  the  en- 
emy's fort,  called  Maiden,  and  a  detachment  of  said  army  under 
Cols.  Cass  and  Miller  having  repulsed  the  enemy,  and  seized  upon 
a  bridge  over  the  river  Aux  Canards,  on  the  proper  route  of  said  army 
to  said  fort,  whereby  an  opportunity  was  aflTorded  for  the  invest- 
ment and  reduction  of  said  fort  :  yet  the  said  Hull,  well  knowing 
the  premises,  on  the  17th  July,  1812,  at  Sandwich,  in  said  prov- 
ince, was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty,  and  unotficer-like  conduct,  by 
neglecting  and  omitting  to  advance  with  said  army  to  maintain 
said  bridge,  and  to  invest  and  reduce  said  fort :  whereby  said 
bridge  was  improvidently  lost  to  the  United  States  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a  successful  investment  of  said  fort  speedily  vanished. 

Seventh  specification.       And  also  in  this That  the  said  Brig« 

Gen.  Hull,  having  command  of  the  north-western  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  United  States'  fort  Detroit,  and  the  enemy 
having  erected  batteries  opposite  said  fort,  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  Detroit,  with  a  manifest  design  of  invading  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  and  reducing  said  fort ;  and  afterwards,  in  pursuance  of 
said  intention,  having  landed  at  Springwells,  in  said  territory  : 
yet  the  said  Hull,  well  knowing  the  premises,  from  the  11th,  to 
and  including  the  16th  Aug.  1812,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty, 
and  unot¥icer-like  conduct,  by  neglecting  and  omitting  to  prevent 
the  erection  of  said  batteries,  by  neglecting  and  omitting  to  forti- 
fy the  said  landing  place,  called  Springv\-el!s,  and  by  neglecting 
and  omitting  to  annoy  and  attack  said  enemy  after  their  landing  at 
Springwells,  as  aforesaid:  whereby  the  enemy  were  enabled  se- 
curely to  erect  said  batteries,to  invade  said  territory  without  oppo- 
sition or  loss,  and  to  approach  said  fort  with  the  air  and  confidenoe 
of  triumph. 
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Historical  recitation  of  the  principal  facts  disclosed  by  the  tuit^ 
nessps  adduced  by  the  judgf  advocate. 

Gen.  Hull  took  command  of  the  north-westtrn  army  of  the 
United  States  on  the  2/th  May,  1812,  with  orders  from  the  sec- 
retary of  war  to  proceed  therewith  to  Detroit. 

The  firmy  took  up  its  line  of  march  on  or  about  the  first  cf  June 
foliowing,  for  Detroit,  in  two  column?,  with  Iront  and  rear  guards, 
ihe  baggage  in  the  centre. 

On  the  26th  June  an  express  brought  a  letter  to  Gen.  Hull, 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  bearing  date  18th  June,  indicating 
in  rather  obscure  terms,  a  declaration  of  war  :  the  same  exprt  ss 
conveyed  a  letter  to  Col.  M'Authur,  from  a  friend  in  Chilicothe, 
containing  the  copy  of  a  postcript  of  a  letter  from  senator  Wor- 
thington  to  one  of  his  friends,  in  these  words  :  "  Before  this 
reaches  you  war  will  be  declared,"  which  was  shown  by  the  Co- 
lonel to  Gen.  Hull. 

On  the  1st  /uly  Gen.  Hull  despatched  an  unarmed  vessel  from 
the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  the  lake  to  Detroit,  with  the  sick 
of  the  army,  the  hospital  stores,  a  trunk  containing  the  cor- 
respondence cf  the  secretary  of  war  with  him,  and  many  of  his 
official  papers,  which  was  captured  by  the  enemy  on  the  2d,  and 
taken  to  Maiden. 

On  the  2d  July  Gen.  Hull  received  a  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  war,  bearing  date  l8th  June,  announcing  the  declaration  of 
war,  and  repeating  his  previous  orders,  to  repair  with  all  possible 
expf  dition  to  Detroit. 

On  the  5th  July  the  army  arrived  at  Springwells,  and  on  the 
6th  Col.  Cass  was  despatched  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  Maiden,  and 
returned  on  the  7th  in  a  boat,  accompanied  with  a  British  officer 
and  six  men,  who  were  permitted  to  inspect  the  army.  Gen. 
Hull  was  afterwards  informed  thereof,  and  replied  carelessly, 
that  the  more  they  saw  of  it  the  less  they  would  like  it. 

On  the  8th  or  9th  the  army  encamped  in  rear  of  Detroit,  and 
in  the  evening  the  General  received  a  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  war,  authorizing  him  to  act  oifensivtly,  if  consistent  with  the 
security  of  his  own  posts. 

On  "the  12th  Gen.  Hull,  with  about  18  or  1900  effectives, 
crossed  the  Detroit  river,  encamped  at  Sandwich,  issued  his  proc- 
lamation, and  entrenched  himself  there. 

On  the  I4th  despatched  Col.  M'Arthur,  with  a  detachment  of 
100  or  120  men,  up  the  river  Thames  after  a  quantity  of  fiour, 
which  was  captured  and  brought  to  camp.  During  the  absence 
of  Col.  M'Arthur,  Cols.  Cass  and  Miller  solicited  and  obtained 
from  the  General  a  detachment  of  about  280  men,  to  reconnoitre 
the  enemy  at  or  near  Maiden,  and  proceeded  to  the  bridge  over 
the  Aux  Canards,  where  they  encountered  the  enem}-,  routed 
t-heai, '  ceupied  the  bridge,  and  gave  information    to  the  Genera! 
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of  their  success,  who  ordered  them  to  return.  Cols.  Cass  and 
Miller  joined  in  a  li  tter  to  the  General,  representing  the  impor- 
tance ot  maintaining  their  position.  The  General  was  evidently 
dissatisfied  with  the  officers;  but,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
Col.  Fmdley,  returned  a  written  answer,  stating  several  objec- 
tions to  the  measure,  but  finally,  leaving  it  with  their  discretion* 
Upon  this  a  council  of  the  officers  was  held,  who  resolved  to 
return,  upon  the  groimd  that  the  responsibility  of  the  measure 
should  have  been  taken  by  the  General,  and  not  by  themselves. 

On  the  succeeding  day  Col.  Findley  was  sent  with  another  de- 
tachment to  the  bridge,  and  found  it  unoccupied  by  the  enemy. 
Several  other  dfiachments  were  afterwards  sent,  the  particular 
objects  of  which  are  not  disclosed one  of  these  was  defeated. 

On  or  about  the  30th  July,  Gen.  fluil  was  informed  of  the  fall 
of  Michiilimackinack,  and  from  this  moment  he  seems  to  have 
formed  an  entirely  new  scheme  of  returning  to  Detroit,  to  await 
reinforcements. 

Repeated  councils  of  the  officers  were  held  while  the  army 
was  in  Canada,  who  were  unanimous  for  attacking  iMalden,  and 
nearly  one  half  of  them  for  an  immediate  attack  ;  but  finally  de- 
cided, by  a  majority  of  one,  to  wait  for  heavy  ordnance  which  w^s 
then  preparing,  and  which  was  made  ready  about  the  6th  August. 
The  General  then  pledged  himself  to  march  the  army  to  the  attack 
on  the  8th,  and  accordingly  made  out  and  published  an  order  of 
battle  :  but  on  the  evening  of  that  day  he  abruptly  ordered  a  re- 
treat to  Detroit,  without  counselling  his  officers,  and  contrary  to 
the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  whole  army. 

The  enemy's  force  at  Maiden,  on  the  12th  July,  consisted  of 
about  100  regulars,  between  three  and  four  hundred  militia,  and 
from  50  to  150  Indians.  The  regular  force  was  increased  to  220 
or  30  during  the  month  of  July,  but  that  of  the  militia  was  re- 
duced to  about  100  by  desertion,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  de- 
serters took  protections  from  Gen.  Hull.  The  amount  of  this  force 
was  understood  by  the  General,  by  information  from  deserters, 
and  also  by  letters  received  from  American  prisoners  there. 

From  the  American  encampment  at  Sandwich,  to  the  bridge  at 
the  river  Aux  Canards  is  an  open  level  country,  cultivated  for 
many  years,  distance  about  twelve  miles.  The  river  is  a  small 
but  deep  stream,  about  three  rods  wide.  From  the  bridge  to  Mai- 
den, a  distance  of  one  and  a  half  mile,  is  an  open  prairie,  and 
near  the  fort  bad  for  marching  troops. 

The  fort  was  merely  an    outline the    east  side  was  rendered 

defensible,  but  the  north  and  west  sides  could  never  be  made  so  ; 
and  the  whole  works  could  be  commanded  from  an  eminence 
distant  about  one  fourth  of  a  mile,  as  a  person  walking  in  the  fort 
may  be  seen  from  that  place.  Gen.  Hull  had  been  in  fort  Mai- 
den frequently,  and  must  have  known  its  situation. 
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On  the  4lh  Aug.  Maj.  Van  Home  was  despatched  with  a  de* 
tachment  of  150  riflemen  (with  liberty  to  take  50  of  the  Ohio 
militia,  who  were  at  Detroit,  if  he  chose)  to  open  the  communica- 
tion with  the  river  Raisin.  Previous  to  the  departure  of  this  de- 
tachment, Cols.  M'Arthur  and  Cass  represented  in  the  strongest 
terms  the  inadequacy  of  this  force,  to  efTect  the  object,  and  that 
it  would  be  defeated.  These  admonitions  were  disregarded  by 
ihe  General the  detachment  proceeded  to  or  near  Browns- 
town,  where  it  was  attacked  and  defeated  by  the  enemy,  as  had 
been  predicted. 

On  the  day  that  the  army  retreated  from  Canada,  Col.  Miller 
was  despatched  with  a  detachment  of  600  men,  also  to  open  the 
«ommunication  to  the  river  Raisin,  who  met  the  enemy's  whole 
force  at  Brownstown,  and  defeated  them.  750  regulars,  militia, 
and  Indians  crossed  from  Maiden  to  Brownstown,  previous  to  the 
battle,  and  at  that  time  there  were  but  1 5  men  left  in  the  fort  at  Mai- 
den. After  the  battle  Col.  Miller  was  ordered  to  return  to  Detroit, 
without  effecting  his  object,  and  returned  accordingly. 

On  the  14th  Aug.  the  enemy  were  discovered  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  opposite  Detroit,  digging  and  planting  batteries,  and  the 
General  was  informed  of  it,  but  declined  taking  any  measures  to 
dislodge  them  ;  which,  in  the  opinion  of  his  officers,  might  have 
been  done  at  that  time  :  but  on  the  contrary  despatched  Cols. 
M'Auther  and  Cass  the  same  day,  with  a  detachment  of  300  men, 
to  meet  Capt.  Brush,  who  was  convoying  provisions  from  the  river 

Raisin  to  Detroit,   who  did  not  return  till  after  the  surrender 

No  attempt  was  made  to  dislodge  the  enemy  at  Sandwich,  till 
they  commenced  their  fire  on  the  15ih.  In  the  evening  of  that 
day  Capt.  Snelling  v.?as  posted  with  a  picket  guard,  at  Spring- 
%vells,  and  found,  in  the  opinion  of  himsell  and  other  officers,  an 
advantageous  site  for  artillery  to  dislodge  the  Queen  Char- 
lotte, then  laying  opposite  in  the  channel  of  the  Detriot.  He 
requested  that  a  24  pounder  might  be  furnished  him,  but  the 
General  refused  it. 

At  day  light  on  the  16th  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  wae 
renewed  by  the  enemy,  and  answered  from  batteries  on  the  riv- 
er, but  not  from  the  fort.  At  seven  o'clock  the  enemy  com- 
menced  crossing  the  river  to  Springwells.  It  was  observed,  and 
information  thereof  given  the  General,  who  took  no  measures 
whatever  to  prevent  their  landing  or  advance  to  the  fort.  Two 
shots  from  the  enemy  took  effect  in  the  fort,  and  killed  two  offi- 
cers, a  surgeon,  and  two  soldiers;  immediately  upon  which.  Gen. 
Hull  despatched  a  flag  of  truce,  and  ordered  Col.  Findley,  who 
was  advantageously  posted  in  advance  of  the  foit  towards  Spring- 
wells,  to  retreat  to  the  fort.  The  Colonel  hesitated,  but  finally 
obeyed  the  order,  and  retired. 


THE  WAR.  *7 

Geu.  Hull,  about  this  time,  despatched  a  letter  to  Gen  Brock, 
50  nearly  these  words  :  "  Sir.. ..I  agree  to  surrender  the  fort  and 
town  of  Detroit."  The  articles  of  capitulation  were  then  dic- 
tated by  Col.  Dowell  and  Maj.  Glegg,  approved  by  the  General, 
and  the  fort  was  given  up.  The  two  additional  articles  form  no 
part  of  the  conditions  of  the  surrender,  but  were  the  gratuities  of 
Gen.  Brock. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  750   whites,  and  from  150  to  20© 

Indians the   American  force  more  than  1000  at  Detroit,  beside 

the  detachment  under  Cols.  M'Arthur  and  Cass,  who  were  vvithir? 
a  few  miles. 

Fort  Detroit  is  situated  on  the  highest  ground  within  the  cir- 
cumference of  three  miles  ;  was  at  the  time  of  surrender  a  regu- 
lar half  bastion  fort,  composed  of  four  curtains  and  four  half  bas- 
tions, about  100  yards  on  each  face,  not  including  the  half  bas- 
tions ;  about  75  yards  being  the  extreme  length  of  the  curtains. 
The  fort  is  composed  in  part  of  earth,  the  parapet  1 1  feet  in  eleva- 
tion, 12  feet  thick  at  top  :  the  banquet  for  infantry  about  6  feet 
from  the  level  of  the  fort,  and  5  from  the  parapet  ;  the  whole 
width  of  the  rampart  at  its  base  26  feet  :  the  ditch  6  feet  in 
depth  and  12  in  width  at  the  bottom,  with  a  row  of  pickets  there- 
in of  cedar,  12  feet  in  height  :  the  gate  strong,  and  the  fort  gen- 
erally in  good  repair,  with  the  following  ordnance  well  mounted, 
viz.  seven  24  pounders,  four  12s.  four  i)s.  three  6s.  two  4s.  and 
one  3. ...one  8  1-2  inch  howitzer,  one  5  1-2  inch  do.  two  3  1-4 
do.  three  6  inch  do.. ..two  thousand  five  hundred  stand  of  arms^ 
1400  twenty-four  pound  balls,  1700  twelve  lb.  do.  1400  nine  lb. 
do.  4000  four  and  six  lb.  do.  4800  three  lb.  do.  290  ten  inch 
shells,  500  eight  inch  do.  800  five  and  half  inch  do.  4000  two  and 
three  fourths  inch  do.  3  1-2  tons  led,  principally  in  balls ;  a 
large    supply  of  musket  cartridges,  and  a   present  supply   for  the 

artillery about    10,000  pounds  of  powder  in  all,  and  a   present 

supply  of  provisions. 

The  General  manifested,  in  the  opinion  of  a  large  majority  of 
his  officers,  great  concern  and  anxiety  after  he  was  made  ac- 
quamted  with  the  fall  of  Mackana,  and  on  the  15th,  and  more 
especially  on  the  16th  Aug.  manifested,  by  words  and  actions^^ 
great  personal  fear  and  agitation  of  mind,  till  after  the  surrender, 
when  he  appeared  composed. 

The  testimony  adduced  by  Gen.  Hull  consisted  of  several  letr- 
ters  and  affidavits  from  some  of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen 
in  the  United  States,  who  knew  him  as  an  officer  in  the  revolu- 
tion, which  fully  established  his  claim  at  that  time  to  courage  and 
conduct. 

He  also  introduced  several  officers  of  the  north-western  army, 
who  thought  that  the  appearances  which  led  most  of  his  officers 
to  think  him  under  the  influence  of  personal  fear,  on  the  15th  and 
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16th  Aug,  might  have  arisen  from  great  fatigue  and  anxiety..., 
The  testimony  of  Capt.  Hull  also  proved  that  tlie  trunk  containing 
the  General's  official  paper  was  sent  on  board  the  unarmed  ves- 
sel at  the  rapids  by  accident,  and  contrary  to  the  General's  ex- 
pectation and  wish. 

The  decision  of  the  court  was  pronounced  as  follows AH  the 

evidence  being  read  (whether  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  or 
the  defence)  applicable  to  the  first  charge,  and  the  specifications 
attached  to  that  charge,  and  after  due  deliberation  had  thereon, 
the  court  express  the  following  opinion: 

The  accused  having  in  his  final  defence  protested  against  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  try  the  charge  of  treason,  and  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court  being  that  the  objection  would  have  been  tenable 
if  the  same  had  been  pleaded  by  the  accused  on  his    arraignment 

and  believing  also  that  the  court  f-annot  acquire  jurisdiction  of 

the  offence  by  the  waver  or  consent  of  the  accused,  they  decline 
making  any  tormal  decision  on  that  charge. 

The  evidence  on  the  subject  having  how«^ver  been  publicly  giv- 
en, the  court  deem  it  proper,  in  justice  to  the  accused  to  say,  that 
they  do  not  believe  from  any  thing  that  has  appeared  before  them, 
that  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  hai  committed  treason 
against  the  United  Slates. 

On  the  second  charge,  and  the  specifications  attached  to  that 
charge,  after  hearing  all  the  evidence,  and  deteisce,  and  after  due 
deliberation  thereon)  the  court  find  Brigadier  General  William  Hull 
guilty  oi  the  first,  second,  and  fourth  specifications  untler  that 
charge,  except  that  part  which  charges  the  said  Brigadier  Wil- 
liam Hull  with  **  forbidding  the  American  artillery  to  fire  on  the 
enem}',  on  their  m.arch  towards  said  fort  Detroit." 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  guiltj- 
of  the  second  charge. 

On  the  third  charge  the  court,  after  having  heard  the  evidence 
(as  well  as  the  defence)  and  after  due  deliberation,  find  the  said 
Brigadier  Vv'illiam  Hull  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  un-officer- 
like  conduct,  as  charged  in  the  first  specification  under  this 
charge,  in  omitting  with  sufficient  care  and  frequency  to  inspect, 
train,  exercise  and  order,  and  to  cause  to  be  trained,  inspected, 
exercised  and  ordered,  the  troops  under  his  command,  from  the 
6th  day  of  July  until  the  17th  day  of  August,  1812  ;  and  acquit 
him  of  the  residue  of  the  charge  contained  in  that  specification. 

The  court  acquit  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  of  the 
second  and  third  specifications  of  the  same  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  guilty 
of  the  whole  of  the  fourth  specification  of  that  charge,  except  that 
part  which  charges  him  with  not  seasonably  repairing,  fitting  and 
transporting or  causmg  to  be  fitted,  repaired  and   transported^ 
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the  guns,  and  gun-carriages  which  were   necessary  to  the  opera- 
lions  of  the  war  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  guilty 
of  so  much  of  the  fifth  specification  to  that  charge  as  relates  to 
neglect  of  duty  and  unofficer-like  conduct  in  suffering  his  commu- 
nication with  the  River  Rasin  and  the  state  of  Ohio  to  be  cut  off.... 
and  sending  Major  Van  Home  to  attempt  to  open  the  same,  with 
an  inadequate  force  ;  he,  the  said  Brigadier  Gen.  William  Hull 
having  reason  to  know  or  believe  the  same  was  insufficient.. ..and 
the  court  acquit  him  of  the  residue  of  that  specification. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  guilty 
of  the  sixth  and  seventh  specifications  of  that  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  guilty 
of  the  third  charge. 

The  court,  in  consequence  of  their  determination  respecting  the 
second  and  third,  charges,  and  the  specifications  under  those 
charges,  exhibited  against  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull.... and  after  due  consideration,  do  sentence  him  to  be  shot  to 
death,  two  thirds  of  the  court  concurring  in  the  sentence. 

The  court,  in  consideration  of  Brigadier  General  Hull's  revolu- 
tionary services,  and  his  advanced  age,  earnestly  recommend  him 
to  the  mercy  of  the  President  of  the  Unitid  States. 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday  morning,  March 
28,    1814,  at  10  o'clock when 

The  proceedings  having  been  read  once,  approved  and  signed 
by  the  president,  the  court  adjourned  sine  d'e. 

H.Dearborn,  mr4Jor general,  president  of  the  court. 
M.  Van  Burev,  special  judge  advocate. 
Philip  S.  Parker,  army  judge  advocate. 

April  25,  1814 The  sentence  of  the  court  is  approved,  and 

the  execution  of  it  remitted. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MADISON. 


CHAPTER  III- 

Capture  of  Michillimackinac,  and  geographical  description  of 
the  upper  lakes. 

The  capture  of  Michillimackinac  had,  without  doubt,  been  con- 
templated by  the  enemy,  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war....^ 
The  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  lakes  Superior,  Michigan,  and  Hu- 
ron, had  been  stimulated  to  hostilities  as  early  as  May,  1812  ; 
and  were  doubtless  collecting  for  this  very  enterprise  at  St.  Jo- 
sephs,   in  the  early  part  of  July.     On  the  15th  news  of  the  dec- 
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laration  of  war  readied  St.  Josephs,  and  such  was  the  preparation 
of  the  enemy,  that  they  were  enabled  to  embark  the  next  day  for 
Mackana,  with  a  force  consisting  of  40  regulars,  260  miUtia,  made 
up  principally  of  the  fnfragees  of  the  n^rih  west  company,  and 
500  Indians.  With  so  formidable  a  force,  our  jrarrison,  consist; 
ing  of  57  effectives,  was  unable  to  contend,  and  accordingly  sur- 
rendered the  fort  and  island,  on  the  17tli.  Subjoined  is  an  offi- 
cial account  of  the  capture,  in  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Hanks  to  Gen. 
Hull,  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

Detroit y  4tk  Jug.  1812. 
Sir I  take  the  earliest  oppportunity  to   acquaint  your  excel- 
lency  of  the  surrender  of  Michillimackinac,  under  my  command 
to  hi?  Britannic  majesty's   forces   under  the  command  of   Captain 
Charles  Roberts,  on  the  17th  ult.  the  particulars  of  which  are  as 
follows  :    On  the  16th  I   was  informed  by  the  Indian  interpreter, 
that  he  had  discovered  from  an  Indian  that  the  several  nations  of 
Indians  then  at  St.  Josephs,  (a  British  garrison,   distant  forty-five 
miles)  intended  to  make  an  immediate  attack  on  Michillimackinac. 
1  was  inclined,   from  the  coolness  1  had  discovered  in  some  of  the 
principal  chiefs  of  the  Ottawa  and  Chippawa  nations,  who  had  but 
a  few  days  before  professed  the  greatest  friendship  for  the  United 
States,  to  place  confidence  in  this  report.     I  immediately  called  a 
meeting   of  the  American  gentlemen    at  that  time  on  the  Island, 
in  which  it  was  thought  proper  to  despatch  a  confidential  person 
to  St.  Josephs,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Indians.     Capt.  Daur- 
man,  of  the  militia,  was  thought  the  most  suitable  for  this  service. 
He  embarked   about  sunset,  and  met  the  British  forces  within  ten 
or  fifteen  miles  of  the  island,  by  whom  he  was  made  prisoner  and 
put  on  his  parole  of  honour.     He  was  landed  on  the  island  at  day- 
break, with  positive  directions  to  give  me  no  intelligence  whatev- 
er.    He  was  also  instructed  to  take  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
indiscriminately  to  a  place  on  the  west  side  of  the  island,  where 
their  persons  and  property  should  be  protected  by  a  British  guard  : 
but  should  they  go  to  the  fort,  they  would  be  subject  to  a  general 
massacre  by  the  savages,  which  would  be  inevitable  if  the  garri- 
son fired  a  gun.      This  information  1  received  from  Doctor  Day, 
who    was  passing  through  the  village  when  every    person    was 
flying  for  refuge  to  the  enemy.       Inr  mediately  on    being  inform- 
ed of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  1  placed  ammunition,    &c.   in 
tne  blockhouses  :    ordered   every  gun  charged,   and  made  every 
preparation  for  action.     About  9  o'clock  I  could  discover  that  the 
enemy  were  in  possession  of  the  heights  that  commandtd  the  fort, 
and   one  piece  of   their  artillery  directed  to   the  most  defenceless 
part  of  the  garrison.     The  Indians  at  this  time  were  to  be  seen  in 
great  numbers  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.    At  half  past  11  o'clock, 
i  be  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  demanding  a  surrender  of  the  for; 
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and  island,  to  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces.  This,  sir,  was  the 
first  information  I  had  of  the  declaration  of  war  ;  I,  however,  had 
anticipated  it,  and  was  as  well  prepared  to  meet  such  an  event  as 
I  possibly  could  have  been  with  the  force  under  my  command, 
amounting  to  fifty-seven  effective  men,  including  officers.  Three 
American  gentlemen,  who  were  prisoners,  were  permitted  to  ac- 
company the  flag  :  from  them  I  ascertained  the  strength  of  the 
enemy  to  be  from  nine  hundred  to  one  thousand  strong,  consist- 
ing of  regular  troops,  Canadians,  and  savages  :  that  the\  had  two 
piv^ces  of  artillery,  and  were  provided  with  ladders  and  ropes  for 
thr  purpose  of  scalmg  the  works  if  necessary.  After  I  had  ob- 
taio.-d  tliis  information,  1  consulted  my  officers  and  also  the  Amer- 
ican gentlemen  present,  who  were  very  intelligent  men  :  the  re- 
sult of  which  was,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  garrison  to  hold 
out  against  such  a  superior  force.  In  this  opinion  I  fully  concur- 
red, from  a  conviction  that  it  was  the  only  measure  that  could 
prevent  a  general  massacre.  The  fort  and  garrison  were  accord- 
ingly surrendered. 

The  enclosed  papers  exhibit  copies  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  officer  commandnig  the  British  forces  and  myself,  and 
of  the  articles  of  capitulation.  This  subject  involved  questions  of 
a  peculiar  nature  ;  and  I  hope,  sir,  that  my  demands  and  pro- 
tests will  meet  the  approbation  of  my  government.  1  cannot  al- 
low this  opportunity  to  escape  without  expressing  my  obligations 
to  Doct.  Day  for  the  service  he  refidered  me  in  conducting  this 
correspondence. 

In  consequence  of  this  unfortunate  affair,  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  de- 
mand that  a  court  of  enquiry  may  be  ordered  to  investigate  all 
the  facts  connected  with  it  ;  and  I  do  further  request,  that  the 
court  may  be  speedily  directed  to  express  their  opinion  on  the 
merits  of  the  case. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  P.  HANKS, 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Hull,  Lieut,  of  artillery. 

Commanding  N.  W.  army. 

"  P.  S.  The  foUownig  particulars  relative  to  the  British  force 
were  obtained  after  the  capitulation,  from  a  source  that  admits  of 

no  doubt  : Regular    troops  46    (including  4  officers,)    Canadian 

militia  260 Tatal  306. 

Savages Sioux    56  ;    Winnebagoes    48   ;    Tallesv>^ain    39  ; 

Chippawas  and  Ottavvas  572 savages  715,  whites  306 Total 

1024. 

It  may  also  be  remarked,   that  one   hundred  and  fifty  Chippe- 
was  and  Ottavvas  joined  the  British,   two  days  after  the  capitula/ 
tion.  P.  H.  / 

Heights  above  Michillimackin'^ 
17th  July,  1812 
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CAPITULATION 
Agreed  upon  between  Capt.  Charles  Roberts,  commanding  his 
Britannic  majesty's   forces,    on  the  one  part,   and  Lieut.    Porter 
Hanks,  commanding  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  on  the  other 
part. 

1st.  The  fort  of  Michillimackinac  shall  immediately  be  surren- 
dered to  the  British  forces. 

2d.  The  garrison  shall  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  becomf  prisoners  ;  and  vhall  be  sent  to  the 
United  States  of  America  by  his  Britannic  majest3',  not  to  s^rve 
this  war  until  regularly  exchanged  :  and  for  the  performance  of 
thi'  article,  the  officers  pledge  their  word  and  honoui. 

3d.  All  the  merchant  vessels  in  the  harbour,  with  their  cargoes, 
shall  be  in  possesj^ion  of  their  respective  owners. 

4th.  Private  property  shall  be  held  sacred  as  far  as  it  is  in  my 
power. 

5th.  All  the   citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  not  take 
the  oath  of  allf^giance  to  his  Britannic  majesty,   shall  depart  with 
their  property  from  the  island,  in  one  month  from  the  date  hereof. 
(Signed)  CHARLES  ROBERTS, 

Captain,  commanding  his  Britannic 
majesty's  forces. 
P  HANKS,  Lieut. 
Commanding  the  U.  States'  troops. 
Supplement   to   the  articles  of  capitulation  signed  on  the  7th  July. 
The  Captains  and  crews  of  the  vessels  Erie  and  Freegoodwill, 
shall  be  included  under  the  second  article,  not  to  serve  until  regu- 
larly exchanged,  for  which  the  officers  shall  pledge  their  word  of 
honour.  CHARLES  ROBERTS,  Captain, 

Fort  Michillimackinac,  ■)  commanding  the  forces  of  his 

23d  July,  1812.3  Britannic  majesty. 

GRANTED.  P.  HANKS,  Lieut. 

commanding  the  U.  States'  troops. 

Geographical We  give   the  following    extracts  of  an    able 

geographical  sketch  of  the  three  upper  lakes,  from  Niles'  Reg- 
ister, (with  some  little  alteration,)  by  which  our  readers  will  be 
enabled  to  form  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  relative  situation  of 
some  of  the  most  important  places  alluded  to  in  this  and  the  suc- 
ceeding number. 

"  The  position  of  the  great  lakes  is  so  well  known  to  the  peo^ 
pie  of  the  United  States,  from  the  common  use  of  the  map,  that 
we  shall  waste  no  time  in  describing  them;  but  proceed  immediate- 
ly to  the  main  objects  of  enquiry. 

"  Lake  Erie  is  of  an  eliptical  form,  three  hundred  miles  long 
from  ea^t  to  west,  and  ninety  broad  at  its  widest  part,  from  north 
f'o  south.     The  depth   is  rated  at  twenty  fathoms  :  but  there  are 


THE  WAR.  S3 

inany  shoals.  The  bottom  is  generally  of  a  light  yellowish  sand  ; 
which  being  disturbed  by  storms,  tinges  the  waters  of  the  lake,  at 
other  times  clear,  and  of  a  greenish  colour.  The  nothern  shore, 
is  rude  and  rocky,  but  has  several  harbours  for  small  vessels,  and 
at  fort  Erie  and  Maiden,  or  (as  the  British  call  it)  Amherstburg, 
large  ships  may  ride  safely.  Long  point,  running  from  the  north 
shore,  is  a  narrow  peninsula  of  sand,  piled  with  mighty  rocks,  to- 
wards the  north  ;  but  on  the  other  sides  presents  a  fine  beach. 

"  very  convenient  to  haul  the  boats  out  of  the  surf  upon  it,  when 
the  lake  is  too  rough  for  sfuling  and  rowing."  The  south  side  of 
Erie  is  generally  a  sand  beach,  and  the  harbours  are  all  incom- 
moded with  bars  at  their  entrance.  But  in  some  places,  at  Caya- 
hoga  particularly,  there  are  immense  ranges  of  rocks,  rising  per- 
pendicularly out  of  the  waters  of  the  lake  forty  or  fifty  feet  high, 
and  several  miles  in  length.  The  danger  of  passing  these  is  so 
great  in  the  time  of  a  storm,  that  the  Indians  always  offer  a  sac- 
rifice of  tobacco  to  the  water,  as  they  approach  them.  The  har- 
bours on  this  side  of  the  lake,  best  known  to  u.«,  are  Black  Rock 
opposite  fort  Erie;  Erie,  at  \vliich  is  the  United  States'  navy-yard, 
&c.  here  the  water  on  the  bar  is  not  more  than  seven  or  eight 
feet,  though  there  is  depth  enough  within  it  :  Cleveland,  with 
six  or  seven  feet  water  ;  Sandusky  and  Put  in-bay,  which  last  i« 
spoken  of  as  one  of  the  "  finest  harbours  in  America."  This  bay 
is  not  laid  down  in  the  maps,  nor  is  it  mentioned  in  any  of  the 
books  or  papers  we  have  :  but  we  apprehend  it  is  near  the  head 
of  the  lake,  about  forty  miles  above  Sandusky,  and  from  twenty 
to  thirty  from  Maiden.  Passing  Maiden,  where  the  Detroit  river 
is  about  three  miles  vyide,  (though  the  channel  is  within  the  range 
of  a  musket  shot  from  the  fort,  which  is  therefore  the  key  of  the 
higher  lakes)  with  a  fine  navigation  of  eighteen  miles,  you  arrive 
at  the  town  of  Detroit,  famous  for  Hull's  capitulation,  and  the 
river  here  is  only  half  a  mile  wide.  Passing  Detroit,  the  river 
again  expands,  and  receives  the  waters  of  lake  St.  Clair  by  a 
mouth  a  mile  and  a  half  wide.  This  lake  is  about  ninety  miles 
in  circumference.  It  is  said  to  have  a  bar  across  the  middle,  run- 
ning tast  and  west,  to  pass  which,  vessels  proceeding  to  or  from 
lake  Huron,  must  be  unladen.  We  do  not  credit  this  assertion, 
but  believe  it  may  be  navigated  by  any  of  the  vessels  we  have  on 
lake  Erie,  with  safety.  The  river  St.  Clair,  which  unites  the  lake 
of  that  name  with  lake  Huron,  presents  an  eas^  entrance  for  ves- 
sels into  the  latter,  and  is  about  eighteen  miles  long. 

**  Lake  Huron  is  of  a  triangular  shape,  about  one  thousand  miles 
in  circumference,  and  navigable  for  large  ships,  though  some 
say  it  is  not  safe  for  vessels  drawing  more  than  nine  or  ten  feet,  on 
account  of  the  shoals  ;  perhaps  chiefly  because  they  are  yet  little 
known.  The  shores  of  this  lake  are  represent*  d  as  generally 
sterile,   being  composed  of  sand  and  small  stones  :    but  at  some 
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distance  back  the  soil  fs  pretty  good.  '  On  the  northern  parts  are 
many  valuable  establishments  for  carrying  on  the  fur  trade,  of 
great  importance  to  the  enemy.  From  the  northern  extremity 
of  this  lalfe  there  is  a  back  passage  to  Montreal.  It  is  by  the  Ot- 
tawas  river,  which  hfis  its  source  in  the  lake  Timiskimaing,  north 
©f  lake  Huron,  but  the  passage  from  which  into  lake  Huron  is  by 
a  portage  of  two  miles  to  the  navigable  head  of  French  river, 
which  falls  into  lake  Hurci^  The  Outawas  river  falls  into  the 
Cadaraqui  from  the  north-west  about  ten  miles  above  Montreal, 
and  presents  in  the  passage  upwards  from  Montreal  numerous 
rapids,  the  waters  passable  with  difficulty  by  canoes,  and  port- 
ages over  which  every  thing  reiust  be  transported  by  human  la- 
bour only  :  circumstances  which  render  it  inefficient  for  military 
uses,  since  a  force  passing  upward  must  not  only  transport  its  mil- 
itary stores  and  provisions  over  these  portages,  but  the  supply  and 
difficulty  must  be  encreased  with  numbers.  These  facts,  in  the 
present  posture  ot  affairs,  are  very  important,  because  they  de- 
monstrate, that  with  the  command  of  the  lakes,  which  the 
United  States  can  always  possess  when  they  determine  to  employ 
the  ample  and  facile  means  they  possess,  the  whole  of  the  Indian 
trade  of  the  British  must  fall,  and  their  garrisons  i?iust  surrender, 
or  descend  the  Otawa  river  from  mere  necessity  :  we  shall  there- 
fore give  a  short  sketch  of  the  passage  up  this  river  as  it  is  pursued 
by  the  traders,  whose  commodities  for  transport  are  much  more 
manageable  than  military  apparatus. 

"  The  navigation  is  conducted  in  canoes  of  birch,  which  car- 
ry about  eight  or  ten  men,  and  from  forty  to  sixty  packages  of 
merchandize  ;  besides  their  provision,  biscuit,  pork,  pease  and  In- 
dian corn.  In  May  they  leave  La  Chine,  about  a  mile  below  the 
entrance  of  the  river  Otawa,  and  proceed  to  St.  Anne,  about  two 
miles  from  the  western  end  of  the  island  upon  which  stands  Mon- 
treal, the  two  mountains  being  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake, 
here  formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  Otawa  with  the  Cadaraqui, 
and  taking  the  name  of  the  lake  of  the  two  mountains  :  at  St. 
Ann's  there  is  a  rapid,  where  they  are  obliged  to  unlade  part  of 
their  cargoes.  This  lake  of  the  two  mountains  is  twenty  miles 
long,  and  about  two  miles  wide,  and  cultivation  is  seen  on  both 
its  sides  :  at  its  end  the  water  contracts  and  assumes  the  name  of 
Otawa  river.  '  Here  the  inland  voyage  is  considered  as  begin- 
ning :  and  after  a  course  of  fifteen  miles,  the  current  is  interrupt- 
ed by  currents  and  cascades  for  a  succession  of  ten  miles,  gener- 
ally denominated  rapids  ;  here  the  travellers  are  obliged  to  un- 
load and  bear  their  burdens  on  slings  or  on  their  backs  ;  whilst 
the  canoes  are  towed  up  against  the  current  with  immense  la- 
bour and  patience.  There  are  places  where  the  ground  will  not 
admit  of  the  carriage  of  large  loads,  and  they  are  therefore  car- 
ried at  several  times. 
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«  After  about  sixty  miles  of  smooth  current,  where  the  river  is 
generally  more  than  a  mile  wide,  they  reach  the  portage  of  the 
lake  Claudiere,  where  there  is  a  cascade  of  twenty  feet.  The 
portage  here  is  about  half  a  mile,  and  canoes  and  all  their  lading 
are  carried  upon  men's  shoulders.  Thence  to  the  next  portage 
des  Chenes,  is  short,  but  the  land  carriage  is  about  a  third  longer 
than  the  preceding,  and  is  called  portage  du  Chat  ;  there  are  two 
smaller  portages  called  des  Sables  and  de  la  Montagne,  in 
eighteen  miles  to  the  grand  Calumet,  where  the  current  is  again 
tranquil  ;  next  the  portage  Dufort,  which  is  two  hundred  forty- 
five  yards,  over  which  canoes  and  cargoes  must  be  all  carried 

then  the  portage  of  the  mountain,  the  Derige,  where  the  loads 
must  be  carried  three  hundred  eighty-five  yards  over  one,  and 
two  hundred  fifty  over  the  other.  The  last  portage  of  this  river 
is  a  long  one  between  Les  Alumettes,  Deux  Joachins  and  Roche 
Captaine,  and  the  discharge  De  Trou.  The  distance  of  the  port- 
ages nearly  two  miles,  and  others  over  lofty  and  ditiicult  rocks.... 
when  at  about  four  hundred  miles  from  Montreal,  Petit  Reviere 
falls  into  the  Otawa  from  the  south  westward ;  here  the  voyagers 
must  turn  off  to  the  left,  and  pass  this  river  of  about  sixty  five 
miles  length,  interrupted  by  rocks  and  cataracts  to  the  number 
©f  thirteen  to  the  highlands;  when  after  the  greatest  difficulties, 
and  a  course  of  land  carriage  of  about  six  miles,  they  reach  lake 
Nipising,  which  is  about  thirty-six  miles  long,  and  about  fifteen 
wide  ;  but  the  track  of  the  canoes  is  much  longer,  as  they  must 
follow  the  coast. 

**  Out  of  this  lake  flows  French  river  before  mentioned,  precip- 
itating its  flood  over  rocks  of  considerable  height,  called  the  Ket- 
tle falls,  which  necessarily  infers  another  portage,  of  which  there 
are  not  less  than  five  more  in  a  distance  of  about  eighty  miles  to 
the  entrance  of  lake  Huron." 

"  Lake  Michigan  communicates  with  Huron  by  the  straits  of 
Michillimackinac,  which  are  about  six  miles  long.  This  lake  is 
entirely  embosomed  within  the  United  States,  which  are  separat- 
ed from  the  British  possesions  by  an  imaginary  line  drawn  through 
the  middle  of  lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  Huron,  Superior,  &c.  The 
length  of  Michigan,  from  north  to  south,  is  estimated  at  two  hund- 
red eighty  miles,  and  the  breadth  between  sixty  and  seventy,  and 
it  has  about  the  same  depth  of  water  as  Huron.  The  island  of 
Michillimackinac,  on  which  stands  the  village  and  fort  of  that 
name,  is  situate  near  the  entrance  of  the  strait  from  Huron,  be- 
ing about  seven  miles  in  circumference,  and  four  miles  distant 
from  the  nearest  land.  It  abounds  with  excellent  water,  and  is 
high  and  healthy  ;  rising  to  the  centre  "  as  to  resemble  when  you 
approach  it,  a  turtle's  back  from  whence  it  derived  its  name,  Mich- 
illimackinac, or  the  turtle." 

"  The  fort,  wiiich  stands  on  the  S.  E,  side,  is  handsomely  situ- 
ated on  a  bluff  rock,  rising  from  one  to  two  hundred  feet  from  the 
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tvater,  almost  perpendicular  in  many  places,  extending  about  half 
wav  round  the  island.  It  overlooks,  and  of  course  commands  ilie 
harbour,  a  beautiful  semicircular  basin  of  about  one  mile  in  ex- 
tent, and  from  one  to  five  or  six  fathoms  in  depth,  and  sheltered 
from  lake  Huron  by  two  islands  stretching  across  its  mouth,  and 
leaving  only  a  narrow  ship  channel,  by  which  to  enter  the  har- 
bour. From  the  fort  you  have  an  unuiterrupted  view  into  lake 
Huron  to  the  north  east,  and  into  lake  Michigan  on  the  west.  It 
is  entirely  commanded  by  the  high  ground  in  its  rear,  where  is 
only  a  stockade  defended  by  two  block  houses,  with  a  brass  six 
pounder  in  each.  There  are  also  two  long  nines  on  a  battery  in 
front,  besides  two  howitz,  and  a  brass  three  pounder,  which  conj- 
mands  the  approach  to  the  front  gate. 

"  The  first  growth  of  timber  has  been  principally  cut  off,  and 
the  under  brush  grown  up,  so  that  an  invading  enemy  might  ap- 
proach within  cannon  shot  'as  was  the  case  at  its  capture  by  the 
enemy)  without  being  discovered  by  the  centinels  at  the  fort  " 

"  The  village  contained  about  three  hundred  inhabitants  in 
1810,  chiefly  French  Canadians  ;  and  a  very  brisk  trade  was  car- 
ried on  with  the  neighbouring  Indians.  The  export  of  furs  in 
1804  was  valued  at  D.  238,936,  and  the  duties  received  on 
goods  imported  from  the  British  possessions  were  D.  60,000  It 
was  in  a  very  flourishing  situation  when  the  enemy  possessed 
themselves  of  it  in  1812,  befors  the  declaration  of  war  was 
known  to  our  commandant.  The  hostile  force  came  from  St. 
Joseph's,  a  post  about  forty  miles  north,  situate  at  the  foot  of  the 
straits  of  St.  Marie,  through  which  the  waters  of  lake  Superior 
are  discharged  into  Huron.  St.  Josephs  was  held  chiefly  as  a 
place  of  observation  on  Michillimackinac  :  which  latter  the  British 
gave  up  with  great  reluctance  by  Ja^'s  treaty,  in  1794,  though 
they  had  conditioned  to  do  it,  immediately,  in  1783,  ten  years  be- 
fore. Chicago,  or  fort  Dearborn,  famous  for  che  murder  of  its 
garrison,  [an  account  of  which  will  be  given  in  a  future  number], 
by  the  allies,  is  near  the  foot,  or  south  end  of  Michigan,  nearly 
two  hundred  fifty  miles  from  Michillimackinac,  and  was  the  only 
post  or  settlement  we  had  on  the  shores  of  the  lake. 

"  St.  Josephs  was  garrisoned  by  two  companies  of  Canadians, 
and  a  few  regulars.  It  is  assailable  by  water.  The  straits  of  St. 
Marie  are  forty  miles  long,  and  so  rapid  that  they  cannot  be  as- 
cended even  by  canoes,  though  the  decent  is  safe,  if  the  pilots  are 
good," 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Operations  of  the  army  of  the  centre Battle  of  Queenstown 

.....Bombardment    of  fort  Niagara Attack    on  the  British 

lines  opposite  and  below  Black  Hock Geographical  descrip- 
tion of  the  Niagara  frontier. 

It  was  late  in  the  season  before  a  sufficient  force  was  collect- 
ed upon  the  Niagara  frontier  to  attempt  offensive  operations. 
In  October,  however,  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  Nt-vv  York 
militia,  had  his  head-quarters  at  Lewistown,  with  a  force  under 
his  connmand  of  four  thousand  men,  consisting  of  about  fifteen 
hundred  regulars,  and  the  remainder  militia.  They  were  dis- 
tributed along  the  river  from  fort  Niagara  to  Buffalo.  Nothing 
of  importance  occurred  till  the  12th,  when  the  militia  at  Lewis- 
tQwn  became  impatient  to  attack  the  enemy's  works  opposite,  at 
Queenstovvn.  The  attack  was  accordingly  made  on  the  13th, 
the  result  of  which,  with  the  previous  arrangements,  and  many 
important  particulars,  will  be  found  in  the  following  letter  from 
Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  to  Maj.  Gen.  Dearborn,  dated 

Head-quarters,  Lewistown,  Oct.  14,  1812. 

Sir As   the   movements  of   the  army  under    my  command, 

since  I  had  last  the  honour  to  address  you  on  the  8th  Inst,  have 
been  of  a  very  important  character,  producing  consequences  seri- 
ous to  many  individuals  ;  establishing  facts  actually  connected 
with  the  interest  of  the  service  and  the  safety  of  the  army  ;  and 
as  I  stand  prominently  responsible  for  some  of  these  consequences, 
i  beg  leave  to  explain  to  you  sir,  and  through  you,  to  my  coun- 
try, the  situation  and  circumstances  in  which  I  have  had  to  act, 
and  the  reasons  and  motives  which  have  governed  me  :  and  if 
the  result  is  not  all  that  might  have  been  -vished,  it  is  such  that 
when  the  whole  ground  shall  be  viewed,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit 
myself  to  the  judgment  cf  my  country.- 
H 
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III  my  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  I  apprised  you  that  a  crisis  in  thi* 
campaign  was  rapidly  advancing  ;  and  that,  (to  repeat  the  same 
woids)  **  the  blow  must  be  soon  struck,  or  all  tiie  toil  and  ex- 
pense of  the  campaign  go  for  nothing,  and  worse  tlian  nothing, 
for  the  whole  would  be  tmged  with  dishonour.'* 

Under  such  imprei^sions,  1  had,  on  the  15th  inst.  written  to 
Brig.  Gen.  Smyth,  of  the  United  States'  forces,  requesting  an  in- 
terview with  him,  MaJ.  Gen.  Hall,  and  the  commandants  of  the 
United  States'  regiments,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon  the 
subject  of  futute  operations.  I  wrote  Maj.  Gen.  Hall  to  tl.e  .same 
purport.  On  the  11th  I  had  received  no  answer  fron)  Gen. 
Smyth  ;  but  in  a  note  to  me  of  the  10th  Gen.  Flail  mentioned  that 
Gen.  Sm}th  had  not  yet  then  agreed  upon  any  day  for  the  con- 
sultation. 

In  the  mean  time,  tlie  partial  success  of  Lieut.  Elliott,  at  Black 
Rock  (of  which,  hosvever,  1  have  received  no  official  information) 
began  to  excite  a  strong  disposition  in  the  troops  to  act.  This 
was  expressed  to  me  th^-ough  various  channels,  in  the  shape  of  an 

alternative  ;  that  they    must   have  orders  to  act or,  at  all  haz- 

zards  they  would  go  home.  I  forbear  here  commenting  upon  the 
obvious  consequences,  to  me,  personally,  of  longer  withholding 
my  orders  under  such  circumstances. 

I  had  a  conference    with ,   as  to  the  possibility  of    getting 

some  person  to  pass  over  to  Canada,  and  obtain  correct  informa- 
tion. On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  he  wrote  to  me  that  he  had 
procured  the  man,  who  bore  his  letter  to  go   over.       Instructions 

were  given  him  ;    he  passed  over obtained  such  information  as 

warranted  an  immediate  attack.  This  was  confidentially  commu- 
nicated to  several  of  my  first  officers,  and  produced  great  zea!  to 
act ;  more  especially  as  it  might  have  a  controlling  effect  upon 
the  movements  at  Detroit,  where  it  was  supposed  that  Gen.  Brock 
had  gone  with  all  the  force  he  dared  to  spare  from  the  Niagara 
frontier.  The  best  preparations  in  my  power  were,  therefore, 
made  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  the  heights  of  Queenstown,  and 
possess  ourselves  of  the  village,  where  the  troops  might  be  shel- 
tered from  the  distressing  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Lieut.  Col  Fenwick's  tlyii.g  artillery,  and  a  detachment  of  reg- 
ular troops,  under  his  command,  were  ordered  to  be  up  in  season 
from  fort  Niagara.  Orders  were  also  sent  Gen.  Smyth,  to  send 
down  from  Buffalo  such  detachment  of  his  brigade  as  existing  cir- 
cum.-tances  in  that  vicinity  might  warrant.  Tiie  attack  was  to 
have  been  made  at  3  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  by  cross- 
ing over  in  boats  from  the  old  ferry  opposite  the  heights.  To 
avoid  any  embarrassment  in  crossing  the  river  (which  is  here  a 
sheet  of  violent  eddiev_  experienced  boatmen  were  procured  to 
take  the  boats  from  the  landing  below,  to  the  place  of  embarka- 
tion.    Lieut.  Sim  was  considered  the  man  of  greatest  skill  for 
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th?s  service he  went  ahead,  and  in  the  extreme  darkness,  passed 

thi  intei^ded  place  for  up  the  river  ;  and  there,  in  a  most  extraor- 
dinary manner,  fastened  his  boat  to  the  shore,  and  abandontd  the 
detachment.  In  iht  front  boat  he  had  carried  nearly  every  oar 
which  was  prepared  for  all  the  boats.  In  this  agonizing  dilemma 
stood  officers  and  men,  whose  ardor  had  not  been  cooled  by  ex- 
posure through  the  night  to  one  of  the  most  tremendous  north- 
east storms,  which  continued  unabated  for  twenty-eight  hours,  and 
deluged  the  whole  camp.  The  approach  of  day  light  extinguish- 
ed every  prospect  of  success,  and  the  detachment  returned  to 
camp.  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  was  to  have  commanded  the  detach- 
ment. 

After  this  result  I  had  hoped  the  patience  of  the  troops  would 
have  continued  until  I  could  submit  the  plan  suggested  in  my  let- 
ter of  the  8th,  that  I  might  act  under  and  in  conformity  to  the 
opinion  which  might  be  then  expressed.  But  my  hope  was  idle  : 
the  previously  excited  ardor  seemed  to  have  gained  new  heat 
fr  !P  the  late  miscarriage.. ..the  brave  were  mortified  to  stop  short 
of  tiieir  object,  and  the  timid  thought  laurels  half  won  by  an  at- 
tempt. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i2th,  such  was  the  pressure  upon  me 
from  all  quarters,  that  I  became  satisfied  that  my  refusal  to  act 
might  involve  me  in  suspicion,  and  the  service  in  disgrace. 

Viewing  affiiirs  at  Buffalo  as  yet  unsettled,  I  had  immediately 
countermanded  the  march  of  Gen.  Smyth's  brigade,  upon  the  fail- 
ure of  the  first  expedition  :  but  having  now  determined  to  attack 
Queenstovvn,  I  sent  new  orders  to  Gen.  Smyth  to  march  ;  not 
with  the  view  of  his  aid  in  the  attack,  for  I  considered  the  force 
detached  sufficient,  but  to  support  the  detachment  should  the  con- 
flict be  obstinate  and  long  continued. 

Lieut.  Col  Christie,  who  had  just  arrived  at  the  Four  Mile 
Creek,  had  late  in  the  night  of  the  first  contemplated  attack,  gal- 
lantly offered  me  his  own  and  his  men's  services  :  but  he  got  my 
permission  too  late.  He  now  again  came  forward,  had  a  confer- 
ence with  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  begged  that  he  might  have 
the  honour  of  a  command  in  the  expedition.  The  arrangement 
was  made.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  to  command  one  column 
of  300  militia  ;  and  Lieut.  Col.  Christie  a  column  of  the  same  num- 
ber of  regular  troops. 

Every  precaution  was  now  adopted  as  to  boats,  and  the  most 
confidential  and  experienced  men  to  manage  them.  At  an  early 
hour  in  the  night,  Lieut  Col.  Christie  marched  his  detachment,  by 
the    rear  road,    from    Niagara    to    camp.      At    7  in  the  evening 

Lieut.  Col.  Stranahan's  regiment  moved  from  Niagara  Falls at 

8  o'clock.  Mead's.  ..and  at  9,  Lieut.  Col.  Blan's  regiment  marched 
from  the  same  place.  All  were  in  camp  in  good  season.  Agree- 
ably to  my  orders  issued  upon  this  occasion,  the  two  columns 
were    to  pass  over  together  ;    as  soon  as  tbe   heights  should  be 
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carried,  Lieut.  Col.  Fenwick's  flying  artillery  wae  to  pass  over  ; 
then  Maj.  MuUany's  detachment  of  regulars  ;  and  the  other  troops 
to  follow  in  order. 

At  dawn  of  day  the  boats  were  in  readiness,  and  the  troop« 
commenced  embarking,  under  the  cover  of  a  commanding  batte- 
ry mounting  two  eighteen  pounders  and  two  sixes.  The  move- 
ments were  soon  discovered,  and  a  brisk  fire  of  musquetry  poured 
from  the  whole  line  of  the  Canada  shore.  Our  battery  then 
opened  to  sweep  the  shore  ;  but  it  was,  for  some  minutes,  too 
dark  to  direct    much  fire  with  safety.     A  brisk  cannongde   was 

DOW  opened  upon    the  boats  from  three  different  batteries our 

battery  returned  their  fire,  and  occasionally  threw  grape  upon  the 
shore,  and  was  itself  served  with  shells  from  a  small  mortar  of 
the  enemy's.  Col.  Scott,  of  the  artillery,  by  hastening  his  march 
from  Niagara  Falls  in  the  night,  arrived  in  season  to  return  the 
enemy's  fire  with  two  six  pounders. 

The  boats  were  somewhat  embarrassed  with  ihe  eddies,  as 
well  as  with  a  shower  of  shot  :  but  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  with 
about  one  hundred  men,  soon  effected  his  landing,  artji'-ist  a  tre- 
mendous fire  directed  upon  him  from  every  point  ;  but  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  all  who  witnessed  the  scene,  this  van  of  the  col- 
umn advanced  but  slowly  against  the  fire.  It  was  a  serisous  misfor- 
tune to  the  van,  and  indeed  to  the  whole  expedition,  that  in  a  few 
minutes  after  landing.  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  received  four  w-ounds 
....a  ball  passed  through  his  right  thigh,  entering  just  below  the 
hip-bone... .another  shot  passed  through  the  same  thigh,  a  lit- 
tle below a   third   through  the    calf  of  his  leg. ...and  a  fourth 

cartused  his  heel.  Th's  w-as  quite  a  crisis  in  the  expedition. 
Under  so  severe  a  fire  it  was  difficult  to  form  raw  troops.  By 
some  mismanagement  of  the  boat-men,  Lieut.  Col  Christie  did  not 
arrive  until  some  time  after  this,  and  was  wounded  in  the  hand 
in  passing  the  river.  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  was  still  able  to  stand  ; 
and  with  great  presence  of  mind  ordered  his  officers  to  proceed 
with  rapidity  and  storm  the  fort.  This  service  was  gallantly  per- 
formed, and  the  enemy  driven  down  the  hill  in  every  direction. 
Soon  after  this  both  parties  were  considerably  reinforced,  and  the 
conflict  was  renewed  in  several  places. ...many  of  the  enemy  took 
shelter  behind  a  stone  guard-house,  where  a  piece  of  ordnance 
was  now  briskly  served.  I  ordered  the  fire  of  our  battery  direct- 
ed upon  the  guard  house  ;  and  it  was  so  effectually  done,  that 
with  eight  or  ten  shot  the  fire  was  silenced.  The  enemy  then 
retreated  behind  a  large  store  house  ;  but  in  a  short  time  the 
route  became  general,  and  the  enemy's  fire  was  silenced,  except 
from  a  one  gun  battery,  so  far  down  the  river  as  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  our  light  pieces  could  not  si- 
lence it.  A  number  of  boats  now  passed  over  unannoyed,  except 
from  one  unsilenced  gun.  For  some  time  after  I  had  passed  over 
the  victory  appeared  complete  :  but  in  the  expectation  of  further 
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attacks,  I  was  taking  measures  for  fortifying  my  camp  immediate- 
ly....the  direction  of  this  service  I  committed  to  Lieut.  Totten,  of 
the  engineers.  But  very  soon  the  enemy  were  reinforced  by  a 
detachment  of  several  hundred  Indians  from  Chippewa.  They 
commenced  a  furious  attack  ;  but  were  promptly  met  and  routed 
by  the  rifle  and  bayonet.  By  this  time  I  perceived  my  troops 
were  embarking  very  slowly.  I  passed  immediately  ovf^r  to  ac- 
celerate their  movements  ;  but  to  my  utter  astonishment  I  found 
at  the  very  moment  when  complete  victory  was  in  our  hands, 
the  ardour  of  the  unengaged  troops  had  entirely  subsided.  I  re  de 
in  all  directions,  urged  the  men  by  every  consideration  to  paj« 
over,  but  in  vain.  Lieut.  Col.  Bloom,  who  had  been  vvounded  in 
the  action,  returned,  mounted  his  hoise  and  rode  tlirough  the 
camp  ;  as  did  also  Judge  Peck,  who  happened  to  be  here,  exhort- 
ing the  companies  to  proceed,  but  all  in  vain.  ^ 

At  this  time  a  large  reinforcement  from  Fort  George  were  dis- 
covered coming  up  the  river.  As  the  battery  on  the  hill  was  coi>- 
sidered  an  irnpoitant  check  against  their  ascending  the  heights, 
measures  were  immediately  taken  to  send  them  a  fresh  supply  of 
ammunition,  as  I  liad  learnt  there  were  left  only  twenty  shot  for 
the  eighteen  pounders.  The  reinforcements,  however,  obliqued 
to  the  right  from  the  road,  and  formed  a  junction  with  the  In- 
dians in  the  rear  of  the  heights.  Finding  to  my  infinite  mor- 
tification, that  no  reinforcement  would  pass  over  ;  seeing  that 
another  severe  conflict  must  soon  commence  ;  and  knowing 
that  the  brave  men  on  the  heights  were  quite  exhausted  and  near- 
ly out  of  ammunition,  all  1  could  do  was  to  send  them  a  fresh 
supply  of  cartridges.  At  this  critical  moment  I  despatched  a  note 
to  Gen.  Wadsworth,  acquainting  him  with  our  situation. ...leaving 
the  course  to  be  pursued  much  to  his  own  judgment.. ..with  as- 
surance that  if  he  thought  best  to  retreat,  1  would  endeavour  to 
send  as  many  boats  as  I  could  command,  and  cover  his  retreat  by 

every  fire  I  could  safely  make.     But  the  boats  were  dispersed 

many  of  the  boatmen  had  fled  panic  struck and  but  few  got  off. 

But  my  note  could  but  little  more  than  have  reached  Gen.  Wads- 
worth  about  4  o'clock,  when  a  most  severe  and  obstinate  conflict 
commenced  and  continued  about  half  an  hour,  with  a  tremend- 
dous  fire  of  cannon,  flying  artillery,  and  musketry.  The  enemy 
succeeded  in  repossessing  their  battery  ;  and,  gaining  advantage 
on  every  side,  the  brave  men  who  had  gained  the  victory,  ex- 
hausted of  strength  and  ammunition,  and  grieved  at  the  unpar- 
donable neglect  of  their  fellow-soldiers,  gave  up  the  conflict. 

I  can  only  add  that  the  victory  was  really  won  ;  but  lost  for 
the  want  of  a  small  reinforcement.  One  third  part  of  the  idle 
men  might  have  saved  all. 

I  have  been  so  pressed  with  the  various  duties  of  burying  the 
dead,  providing  for  the  wounded,  collecting  the  public  property, 
negociating  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  all  the  concerns  conse- 
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quent  of  such  a  battle,  that  I  hare  not  been  able  to  forward  this 
despatch  at  as  early  an  hour  as  I  could  have  wished.  I  shall 
soon  forward  you  another  despatch  in  which  I  shall  endeavour  to 
to  point  out  to  you  the  conduct  of  some  most  gallant  and  deserv- 
ing officers.  But  I  cannot  in  justice  close  this  without  expressmg 
the  very  great  obligation  I  am  under  to  Brig.  Gen.  Wadsworth, 
Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  Col.  Scott,  Lieut.  Cols.  Christie  and  Fenwick, 
and  Cap!.  Gibson.  Many  others  have  also  behaved  most  gallant- 
ly. I  have  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  our  troops  fled  to  the 
woods,  with  the  hope  of  crossing  the  river.  1  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  the  probable  number  of  killed,  wounded,  or  prisoners. 
The  slaughter  of  our  troops  must  have  been  very  considerable, 
and  the  enemy  have  suffered  severely. 

Gen.  Brock  is  among  the  slain,  and  his  aid-de  camp  mortally 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  considera- 
tion, your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  STEPHEN  VAN  RENSSELAER, 

Maj.  Gen.  Dearborn.  Maj.  Gen. 

The  following  additional  interesting  particulars  of  the  battle 
of  Queenstown,  are  derived  from  a  source  which  may  be  deemed 
authentic. 

On  the  12th  Oct.  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  had  under  his  com- 
mand about  5800  men,  thus  disposed  :  2900  militia  at  or  near 
Lewistown  :  160Q  regular  troops,  under  Gen.  Smyth,  near  Black 
Rock,  28  miles  from  Lewistown  :  500  militia  and  volunti  ers  at 
Black  Rock  and  Schlosser;  about  aOO  men  in  six  companies  of 
field  and  light  artillery  ;  about  500  men  of  the  6th  and  13th  reg- 
iments, at  fort  Niagara ;  about  300  regulars  of  the  23d  regiment, 
under  Maj.  Mullanv,  at  the  same  place. 

On  the  same  day  Maj.  Gen.  Brock  had  under  his  command 
and  under  arms,  at  different  posts,  from  and  including  fort  George 
and  fort  Erie,  2800  men,  of  whom  2400  were  disciplined  troops 
of  the4Ist  and  4yth  British  regiments  and  Canadian  flank  com- 
panies, and  400  were  Indians. 

Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  decided  to  attempt  to  cross  the  river  and 
attack  the  enemy's  batteries  at  QueenstOA^n,  on  the  night  of  the 
12th.  The  regular  troops  at  Niagara,  under  Lit  ut.  Col.  Fenwick, 
and  Maj.  Mullany,  were  ordered  up  to  Lewistown,  and  13  boats 
were  provided  to  effect  the  crossing. 

The  detachment  that  was  to  make  the  attack,  consisted  of 
8ome  militia  under  the  command  of  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  the 
General's  aid-de-camp;  a  part  of  the  13th  infantry,  under  Lieut. 
Col.  Christie  ;  and  detachments  of  the  6th  and  23d,  under  Maj. 
Mullany  ;  and  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  was  to  command  the  whole. 

At  3  o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  Oct.  the  detach- 
ment, about  400  men,  marched  from  the  camp  near  Levvistowr? 
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Col.  Van  Rensselaer  crossed  over.  A  grape  shot  from  a  bat- 
tery below  ftueenstown,  which  enfiladed  the  crossing  place, 
wounded  Lieut.  Col.  Christie  slightly  in  the  hand  ;  his  pilot  became 
confused,  the  boatmen  frightened,  and  his  boat  returned.  The 
boats  with  Maj.  Mullany  fell  below  the  landing,  two  of  them  were 
taken,  and  the  Major  returned. 

Lieut.  Valleau  was  killed  in  crossing  ;*  and  in  ascending  the 
bank  or  on  a  small  low  flat  at  the  water's  edge,  Col.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Capt.  Armstrong,  Capt.  Malcom,  and  Capt.  Wool,  were 
wounded  ;  and  Ens.  Morris  killed.f 

A  party  of  British  troops  issued  from  an  old  fort  below  Q,ueeng- 
town  :  they  were  fired  on  by  the  Americans,  and  retreated. 
The  firing  from  battery,  soon  afterwards  compelled  the  Amer- 
icans to  retreat  under  the  bank. 

To  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  who  lay  there  wounded,  application 
was  made  by  the  officers  for  orders.  He  said  that  if  the  battery 
on  the  heights  of  Q,ueenstown  was  taken  possession  of,  the  British 
must  retreat  or  surrender.  The  men  were  rallied,  and  about 
160  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Wool,  Capt.  Ogilvie,  Lieut, 
Gansevoort,  Lieut.  RandoIph,J  Lieut.  Carr,  and  Lieut.  Huginin,  all 
of  the  regular  troops,  and  Lieut.  Lush,  (brigade  major)  of  militia^ 
mounted  the  rocks  on  the  right  of  the  battery,  and  carried  it. 
Captain  Wool  ordered  the  artillery-men  to  take  possession  of  the 
guns  and  turn  them  on  the  enemy  :  but  it  was  found  that  Lieut» 
Gansevoort  had  hastily  spiked  the  cannon.  The  remainder  of  the 
detachment  joined  those  who  carried  the  battery. 

Capt.  W^ool  discovered  the  British  troops  forming  at  Queens- 
town,  and  formed  the  troops  under  his  command  in  line.  Gen. 
Brock  was  at  the  head  of  the  British  troops,  and  led  them  round 
about  to  the  heights  in  the  rear  of  the  battery.  Capt.  Wool  de- 
tached 160  men  to  meet  the  British  ;  this  detachment  was  driv- 
en back,  reinforced,  and  the  whole  driven  to  the  brink  of  the  pre- 
cipice forming  the  bank  of  the  Niagara  river,  above  Queenstown. 

At  this  moment  some  of  the  officers  put  a  white  handkerchief 
on  a  bayonet  to  hoist  as  a  flag,  with  intention  to  surrender.  Capt. 
Wool  enquired  the  object.  It  was  answered  that  the  pa'-ty  were 
nearly  without  ammuiiition,  and  that  it  was  useless  to  sacrifice 
the  lives  of  brave  men.  Capt.  Wool  tore  off  the  flag  ;  ordered 
the  officers  to  rally  the  men,  and  bring  them  to  the  charge.  The 
order  was  executed,  but  in  some  confusion.  The  boasted  49th 
fould  not  stand  the  American  bayonet.  The  Brtish  troops  were 
routed  ;  and  Mfij.  G^n.  Brock,  in  gallantly  extrting  himself  to 
rally  them,  was  struck  by  three  balls,  and  killed.  His  aid,  Cok 
M'Donald,  fell  mortally  vvounded,  at  the  same  time. 

*  Capt   Ndson  wat  killed  by  a  f;iMpe  sluit  when  pvepariiig:  to  embark. 

+  Biotht-r  to  Capt    Moni>  ,.    ilic  U    S    ,>:iv> 

t*  'I'he  British  officers  speak  highly  oi'  ilie  valor  ol  Lieut.  Randol;*. 
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The  British  being  completely  driven  from  the  heights  about  tec 
o'clock,  the  line  wa?  re  formed,  and  flanking  parties  sent  out. 

After  this  brilliant  success,  reinforcements  continued  to  arrive 
under  Capt.  Gibson  of  the  light  artillery,  Capt.  Mackesney  of  the 
6th,  Capt.  Lawrence  of  the  13th  infantry  ;  and  of  Cols.  Allen, 
Mead,  Stranahan,  and  other  militia  officers. 

About2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Brig. Gen.  Wadsworthof  militia, 
Lieut.  CoL  Scott  of  artillery,  Lieut.  Col.  Christie  and  Maj.  Mullany 
crossed  the  river,  and  took  the  command  of  the  American  troops. 
Lieut.  Col.  Christie  ordered  Capt.  Wool  to  leave  the  field  and  have 
his  wounds  dressed.  He  obeyed,  crossed  the  river,  had  his 
■wounds  dressed,  and  re-crossed  to  the  Canadian  side,  but  acted 
DO  more  during  the  day. 

About  3  o'clock  a  party  of  Indians  appeared  in  the  direction  of 
the  village  of  Chippewa,  and  commenced  an  attack.  As  they 
approached  through  a  wood  and  orchard,  the  American  troops  not 
knowing  their  numbers,  at  first  gave  way.  Lieut.  Col.  Scott 
made  great  exertions.  He  was  in  full  dress  ;  and  his  tall  stature 
rendered  him  a  conspicuous  mark.  Several  Indians  say  they  shot 
at  him  ;  but  he  remained  unhurt.  Lieut.  Col.  Christie  was  re- 
marked for  his  perfect  composure  and  coolness.  The  Indians 
were  soon  defeated  and  fled  to  the  woods,  leaving  several  dead, 
and  one  of  their  chiefs  a  prisoner. 

As  soon  as  this  engagem.ent  was  over,  a  body  of  British  troops 
with  some  light  artillery,  approached  from  Fort  George.  Exer- 
tions were  made  by  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer*  to  send  over  the  mili- 
tia. Two  thousand  of  them  remained  on  the  American  bank  of 
the  river,  to  which  they  had  not  been  marched  in  any  order,  but 
had  ran  as  a  mob.  Not  one  of  them  would  cross.  The  number 
of  boats  were  at  first  insufficient  ;  some  of  those  had  been  lost  or 
destroyed,  and  only  three  or  four  were  left.  And  a  great  error 
had  been  committed  in  leaving  undisturbed  a  battery  below 
Queenstovvn,  which  enfiladed  the  ferry.  The  militia  had  seen 
the  wounded,  they  had  seen  the  Indians,  and  were  panic  struck. 
There  were  wretches  who,  at  this  critical  moment,  could  talk  of 
the  constitution,  and  the  right  of  the  militia  to  refuse  to  cross  the 
line  ! 

The  American  troops  had  been  scattered  in  pursuit  of  the  In- 
dians, and  were  somewhat  suiprised.  They  lost  the  precious  time 
and  opportunity  of  attacking  the  British  as  they  ascended  the 
heights.  So  soon  as  the  British  force,  estimated  at  800  men, 
was  lormed  in  line,  flanked  by  some  pieces  of  light  artillery  and 
Indians,  the  event  was  no  longer  doubtful. 

The  American  troops  formed  in  line  to  the  number  of  125  reg- 
ulars, and  117  militia,  with  one  piece  of  light  artillery.  This  lit- 
tle band  vvould  have  made  a  gallant  resistance  ;  but  at  that  mrr 

*  The  Gt  Qeral  at  one  time  crogied  the  river,  but  never  a^oeiuled  Uie  bejght*. 


tHE  WAR.  65 

ment  an  order  was  received  from  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  to  retreat 
with  an  assurance  that  boats  would  be  ready  to  receive  the  troops. 
They  retreated  in  disorder  down  the  hill  to  the  bank,  but  there 
were  no  boats  there.  The  Americans  then  surrendered.  38® 
regulars  and  378  militia  were  reported  prisoners,  62  of  the  regu- 
lars and  20  of  the  militia  being  wounded. 

The  number  of  either  killed  or  wounded  in  this  battle  has 
never  been  very  accurately  ascertained.  The  highest  estimate 
of  the  killed  is  90.  The  loss  of  the  British  in  killed  was  probably 
considerably  less. 

Our  whole  loss  may  be  estimated  at  1000  men.  And  the  de- 
sertion and  discharges  from  our  militia  corps  had  diminished  that 
force  one  thousand  more. 

Captain  Wool,  the  hero  of  the  heights  of  Q.ueenstown,  was 
at  that  time  26  years  of  age.     He  has  since  been  promoted. 

List  of  officers  taken    prisoners   in  the  battle  of  Queenstown 

Lieut. Cols.  Fenvvick,Scott,  and  Christie;  Capts.Ogilvie,Machesney 
and  Gibson;  Lieuts.  Turner, Clarke,  Baylpy,  Kearney,  Randolph, 
M'Cartey,  Phelps,  Totten,  Carr,  Sammons,  Fink,  and  Hugin- 
nin,  and  Enssign  Reab.* 

Shortly  after  the  battle  of  Clueenstown,  Gen.  Van.  Rensselaer 
resigned  the  command  of  the  army  to  Gen.  Alexander  Smyth, 
who  excited  high  expectations  in  many,  by  his  gasconading  proc- 
lamations ;  but  finally  disgraced  himself  by  a  series  of  measures 
of  an  indecisive,  peurile,  and  cowardly  character.  We  shall  not 
fatigue  our  readers  with  these  proclamations,  promises  of  attack 
upon  Canada,  repeated  embarkations  and  re-embarkations  of  the 
troops,  and  final  abandonment  of  the  threatened  expedition, 
nor  with  Gen.  Smyth's  long  and  awkward  apology  for  such 
abandonment,  but  select  from  this  mass  of  trash  and  disgrace  such 
incidents  as  may  develope  the  spirit  of  our  troops. 

On  the  21st  of  Nov,  the  British  batteries  at  and  near  fort 
Gi.orge  opened  a  tremendous  fire  upon  fort  Niagara,  which  was  re- 
turned with  great  effect;  the  particulars  of  which  are  disclosed 
in  the  following  official  letter  of  Col.  M'Feeley  to  Gen.  Smyth  : 

Sir I  beg  leave  to  inform  ycu  that  on  the  morning  of  the 

21st  of  Nov.  at  6  oclock,  a  heavy  cannonading  opened  upon  this 
gar>-ison  from  all  the  batteries  at  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  fort 
George,  which  lasted  without  intermission  until  after  sun-down. 
Tliey  had  five  detached  batteries,  two  mounting  24  pounders,  one 
mr.unting  a  9,  and  two  mortar  batteries,  one  10  1-2,  the  other 
5  1-2  inch.  The  batfi^ries  firing  hot  shot,  vyhich  set  some  of  our 
buildings  on  fire,  but  from  the  extraordinary  vigilance  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men,  particularly  Maj.  Armistead  of  the  United  States' 

•  Capts  Giljstm  anil  Macliesney,  Lieuis  Totten  and  Ramlolph  were  iiumediately  ex«liaiii;til. 
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corps  of  engineers,  whose  indefatigable  exertions  were  extencicii 
to  all  parts  of  the  garrison,  the  fires  were  got  under  vvitliout  being 
observed  by  the  enemy. 

Our  garrison  was  not  as  well  provided  with  artillery  and  am- 
munition as  I  could  have  wished;  however  '.he  batteries  open- 
ed a  tremendous  fire  upon  them,  in  return,  with  hot  shot,  admir- 
ably well  diiected. 

Several  times  during  the  cannonading,  the  town  of  Newark 
was  in  flames,  but  was  extinguished  by  their  engines... .as  also 
the  centre  building  In  fort  George.  Their  mess  house  and  all  the 
buildings  near  it  were  consumed.  Capt.  M'Keen  commanded  a 
12  pounder  in  the  S.  E.  block-house,  and  di.^'tinguished  himself  by 
his  usual  gallantry  and  skill.  Capt.  Jacks,  of  the  7th  regimt  nt 
militia  artillery,  commanded  o.  Q  pounder  on  the  N.  block  house, 
and  together  with  a  part  of  his  own  company,  though  placed  in  a 
situation  most  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  maintained  their 
position  like  veterans. 

Lieut.  Rees,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery,  had  the  command 
of  an  18  poimder  on  the  S.  E.  battery,  which  was  pointed  at  the 
battery  en  barbette,  mounting  a  24  pounder,  and  also  at  fort 
George  ;  several  well-directed  shot  were  made  from  this  gun, 
wliich  proved  the  skill  of  its  commander.  About  ten  o'clock 
Lieut,  Rees  had  his  left  shoulder  bruised  by  a  part  of  the  parnpet 
falling  on  him  ;  which,  though  it  did  not  materially  injure  him, 
obliged  him  to  retire,  ajid  Capt.  Leonard  of  the  1st  regiment 
United  States'  artillery,  at  that  moment  arriving,  took  the 
command  of  thi?  battery  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Lieut. 
Wendel,  of  the  3d  regiment  of  artillery,  had  the  command  of  an 
18  and  4  pounders  on  the  W.  battery.. ..and  Doct.  Hooper  of  Capt. 
Jack's  company  militia  artillery,  had  the  command  of  a  6  pound- 
er on  the  mess-house.  Of  these  gentlemen  and  their  commands, 
I  cannot  speak  with  too  much  praise  ;  they  distinguished  them- 
selves highly,  and  from  their  shot,  all  of  which  was  hot,  the  town 
of  Newark  was  repeatedly  fired,  and  one  of  the  enemy's  batter- 
ies silenced  for  a  time. 

An  instance  of  extraordinary  bravery  in  a  female,  (the  wife  of 
one  Doyle,  a  privat<'  of  the  U.  States'  artillery,  made  a  prisoner  at 
Queenstown)  I  cannot  pass  over.  During  the  most  tremendous 
cannonading  I  have  ever  seen,  she  attended  the  6  pounder  on  the 
old  mess-house  with  the  red  hot  shot,  and  shewed  fortitude  equal- 
ing the  maid  of  Orleans.  Lieuts.  Ganesvoort  and  Harris  of  the 
1st  regiment  United  States'  artillery,  had  the  command  of  the 
Salt  battery  at  Youngstown,  mounting  one  18  and  a  4  pounder. 
These  two  guns  played  upon  the  garrison  of  fort  George,  and  the 
buildings  near  it:  from  every  observation  I  could  make  during 
their  fire,  I  am  nappy  to  say  they  merited  my  warmest  thanks  for 
their  skill  in  the  service  of  these  guns.     Lieut.  Harris,  from  hi« 
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4  pounder,  sunk  a  schooner  which  lay  at  their  wharf:  she  was 
one  of  those  taken  by  the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  riv- 
er a  short  time  since.  He  also  assisted  in  burning  and  destroying 
the  buildings  near  the  wharf.  These  two  officers  and  their  men, 
in  the  warmest  part  of  the  cannonading,  having  fired  away  all 
their  cartridges,  cut  up  their  flannel  waist-coats  and  shirts,  and 
the  soldiers  their  tiowscrs,  to  supply  their  guns. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  all  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  artillery  immediately  under  my  observation  in  this  garrison; 
they  merit  the  thanks  and  esteem  of  their  country  for  the  defence 
of  it,  and  I  btlieve  it  never  sustained  so  sharp  and  continued  a 
bombardment. 

The  enemy  threw  more  than  two  thousand  red  hot  balls  into 
it,  and  a  number  of  shells  amounting  to  more  than  one  hundred 
and  eighty,  only  one  of  which  did  injury  to  our  men. 

Lieut.  Col.  Gray  commanded  the  artillery  ;  the  unremitting  at- 
tention paid  to  his  duty,  proves  him  an  officer  whose  zeal  and 
science  do  honour  to  himself  and  country  ;  to  this  gentlemen  1 
feel  much  indebted  for  the  manner  he  acquitted  himself. 

To  the  officers  of  my  regiment,  (particularly  Capt.  Mulligan) 
and  the  soldiers  who  assisted  the  artillery,  and  those  employed 
in  extinguishing  the  fires,  and  carrying  off  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed, I  am  also  much  indebted  :  they  merit  my  warmest  thanks. 
To  Doct.  West  of  the  garrison,  Doct.  Hugan  of  the  14th  regi- 
ment United  States'  infantry,  and  Doct.  Craige  of  the  22d  regi- 
ment United  States'  infantry,  I  offer  my  thanks.  They  were 
employed  during  the  entire  day,  kn  the  most  critical  duties  of  their 
profession      Our  killed  and  wounded  amount  to  eleven. 

Killed Serjeants,  Jones,  1st  regiment  of  United  States'  artil- 
lery ;  Salisbury,  3d  do.  do.  do. :  privates,  Stewart,  22d  do.  United 
States'  infantry  ;  Lewis,  1st  do.  do.  artillery. 

Wounded Officers,  Lieut.  Thomas,    22d  regiment  of  United 

States'  infantry  :  privates,  Boman,  14th  do.  do.  ;  M'Evoy,  1st 
do.  do.  ;  Campbell,  1st  do.  do.  ;  Welsh,  1st  do.  do.:  Ray,  3d  do. 
do.  ;  Woodworlh,  7Jh  do.  militia  artillery. 

From  the  numbers  we  saw  carried  off  from  the  enemy's  batter- 
ies, \  presume  many  more  were  killed  and  wounded  on  their  side. 

Only  two  of  the  above  men  were  killed  by  the  enemy's  shot, 
the  rest  by  the  bursting  of  a  12  pounder  in  the  S.  E.  block-house, 
and  by  the  spunges  of  the  guns  on  the  north  block- house,  and  at 
the  salt  battery.  GEO.  M'FEELEY,  Lieut.  Cot. 

commanding  fort  Niagara. 

On  the  27th  November  Gen.  Smyth  ordered  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries opposite  Black  Rock  to  be  stormed,  as  a  precautionary 
measure  previous  to  the  crossing  uf  tlu-  army  iiUo  Canada^  which 
was  to  take  place  agreeably  to  orders  the  next  day.     The  partic- 
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ulars  of  tliis  affair  will  be  found  in  the  following  official  letter  of 
Col.  Winder  to  Gen.  Smyth  : 

Black  Rock,  Dec.  7,  1812. 

Sir I  should  before  this  have  communicated  the  circumstances 

relative  to  the  two  enterprises  of  the  night  of  the  28th,  had  not 
30ur  presence  enabled  you  at  once  to  learn  the  general  result,  so 
far  as  was  necessary,  to  predicate  other  movements  on  ;  and  had 
not  my  incessant  occupation  since  rendered  it  almost  impossible 
to  find  the  requisite  time.  I  deem  it,  however,  my  duty,  injus- 
tice to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  who  formed  a  part  of  that  ex- 
pedition, to  present  to  jou  such  particulars  as  I  have  obtained 
from  those  engaged  in  it,  and  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
prisoners  who  were  taken. 

Agret-ably  to  your  order  of  the  27th,  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler  em- 
barked with  about  200  of  the  4th  in  boats;  and  Capt.  King  of  the 
army,  and  Lieut.  Angus  of  the  navy,  embarked  with  150  soldiers 
and  70  sailors,  in  ten  boats  ;  between  12  and  1  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  the  28th.  Tlie  embarkation  of  both  detachments  was 
made  with  exemplary  silence,  order  and  promptitude. 

The  detachment  of  Captain  King  having  to  ascend  the  river 
against  the  current,  to  arrive  at  the  point  of  attack,  I  directed 
him  to  move  ofif  first,  so  that  the  detachment  under  Lieut.  Col. 
Boerstler  having  in  some  degree  the  advantage  of  the  current, 
each  party  might  arrive  as  nearly  as  possible  at  its  point  of  attack 
at  the  same  time. 

The  detachment  of  King  and  Angus  was  discovered  by  the 
ceutinels  some  time  before  it  landed,  and  was  assailed  by  a  dis- 
charge of  small  arms  from  the  centinels,  and  one  or  two  dis- 
charges from  a  field  piece  at  the  Red  House.  Four  boats  out  of 
the  ten  nevertheless  resolutely  landed.  The  sailors  under  Lieut. 
Angus,  with  their  characteristic  impetuosity,  rushed  into  the  hot- 
test fire,  before  the  infantry  could  be  formed  after  landing,  and 
sustameri  considerable  injury.  Capt.  King,  however,  seconded  by 
Capts.  Morgan  and  Sprole,  formed  the  infantry,  which  did  land  as 
expeditiously  as  possible.. ..and  in  conjunction  with  Lieut.  Angus, 
volunteer  Swartwout,  and  the  brave  naval  officers,  soon  overcame 
all  resistance  there.  He  then  turned  to  the  left,  and  proceeded 
to  storm  the  enemy's  lower  battery,  which  was  vigorously  assail- 
ed, and  soon  carried,  and  the  cannon  spiked.  He  then  proceeded 
to  the  next  battery  above,  which  theenemy,intheirtrepidation,  had 
by  this  time  abandoned... .and  spiked  the  cannon  there  and  broke 
the  carriage.  Li  the  mean  time  Lieut.  Angus  and  volunteer 
Swartwout,  and  their  party  of  sailors,  had  spiked  the  field  pieces  at 
the  Red  House,  and  had  thrown  them,  together  with  two  cais- 
sons, mto  the  liver... .which  having  accomplished,  he  retired  to 
the  place  of  landing,  where,  finding  only  four  boats,  and  being  ig- 
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norant  that  the  others  had  not  landed,  and  seeing  nothing  of  the 
infantry,  he  concluded  that  either  they  had  been  made  prisoners, 
or  had  deserted  him  ;  and  in  consequence  immediately  embarked 
his  men  with  his  wounded  prisoner,  Lieut.  King  of  the  Royal  ar- 
tillery, and  returned  round  the  lower  end  of  Squaw  Island  again 
to  the  navy  yard.  In  consequejice  of  this  unfortunate  mistake, 
which  arose  from  the  lailure  of  six  of  the  boats  to  mnke  their 
landing,  Capt.  King  with  Capts.  Sprole  and  Morgan,  and  about  60 
men,  were  left  on  the  other  shore. 

Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler  with  his  detachment  had  in  the  mean 
time  proceeded  down  the  river  to  attack  and  destroy  the  party 
stationed  at  Frenchman's  creek,  and  the  bridge  over  it. 

The  discovery  of  the  party  under  Capt.  King  and  Lieut.  Angus  at 
so  early  a  period,  and  the  consequent  firing,,had  alarmed  the  centin- 
els  and  party  near  Frenchman'screek,andLieut.Col.  Boerstler  imme- 
diately pushed  to  strike  the  shore  at  the  nearest  point,  which,  with 
a  want  of  the  knowledge  of  the  localities  of  the  place  and  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  occasioned  him  to  land  from  a  quarter  to 
half  a  mile  above  the  bridge.. ..not  without  having  received  the 
fire  of  the  centinels  and  a  small  party,  and  having  a  picket  guard 
of  about  thirty  men  of  the  49th  drawn  up  and  advancing  upon 
them  at  the  moment  of  landing.  Four  of  his  boats,  misled  by  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  or  the  inexperienced  rowers,  being  unable 
to  force  them  across  the  current,  fell  below  near  the  bridge,  and 
were  forced  to  retire  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  stationed  there. 

The  companies  of  Capts.  Montgomery  and  Lane,  and  a  part  of 
Sullivan's  company  under  Lieut.  Kearney,  however,  efflcted  their 
landing  with  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler.  The  boat  in  which  Lieut.  Col. 
Boerstler  was,  with  Capt.  Lane  and  twenty  men,  first  reached  the 
shore.  These  were  formed  as  well,  and  as  quickly  as  possible,  and 
ordered  to  fire  on  the  enemy,  which  was  done  with  much  gal- 
lantry, but  not  without  some  confusion,  inseparable  from  dark- 
ness, in  the  face  of  an  enemy  ready  to  receive  them,  of  whose 
numbers  they  were  ignorant,  and  by  men  and  officers  for  the  first 
time  engaged  in  a  contest.  The  exertions  of  Lieut.  Col.  Boerst- 
ler to  keep  his  party  in  order,  threw  him  somewhat  in  advance, 
and  he  was  saved  from  the  bayonet  of  one  of  the  enemy  by  his 
presence  of  mind  and  promptitude  in  shooting  him  down  with 
his  pistol.  An  encouraging  command  at  that  moment  brought 
the  bayonets  of  his  party  in  contact  with  those  of  the  enemy,  and 
they  fled  with  precipitation,  leaving  several  dead,  and  two  pris- 
oners. The  pursuit  was  pressed  to  the  bridge.  Several  of  the 
axes  were  in  the  boats  which  had  not  landed,  and  the  necessity 
of  encountering  the  enemy  at  the  moment  of  landing  occasioned 
those  that  were  in  the  boats  that  had  reached  the  shore,  to  be 
left.  A  party  however  was  detached  under  Lieut.  Waring,  to 
break  up  the  br-dge  by  any  means  which  they  could  find  ;  and 
about  one  third  of  the  planks  were  actually  removed. 
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At  this  time  all  was  silent  with  the  parties  under  Capt.  King 
and  Lieut.  Angus... .and  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler  supposed  them  either 
repulsed  or  successful.  At  this  moment  Lieut.  Woodward,  com- 
manding the  boat  guard,  made  a  corporal  and  a  private  of  the 
49th,  prisoners,  and  learned  that  the  whole  force  from  fort  Erie 
were  coming  down  upon  them,  and  that  two  hundred  were  with- 
in a  few  minutes'  march  of  the  boats.  He  immediately  dispatch- 
ed a  messenger  to  inform  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler,  who  formed  his 
party,  hastened  up  to  the  boats,  and  a  small  distance  above  the 
boats  discovered  a  considerable  party  of  the  enemy  formed.... 
Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler,  by  a  feint  in  giving  the  title  of  field  officers 
to  captains,  and  battalions  to  companies,  in  loud  orders,  endeav- 
ored to  alarm  the  enerriy  by  the  apprehension  of  beina;  out  num- 
bered, ordered  afire  and  then  a  charge... .the  enemy  fled  without 
giving  a  chance  to  reach  him. 

The  order  being  not  to  attempt  to  hold  possession,  Lieut.  Col. 
Boerstler  deemed  it  advisable  to  embark  his  troops  to  return  ; 
judging,  as  has  since  been  ascertained,  that  the  whole  force  from 
fort  Erie  was  approaching. 

The  success  of  Capt.  King  and  Lieut.  Angus  had  led  the  ene- 
my to  suppose  that  a  large  force  bad  landed  with  them,  and  in- 
stead, therefore,  of  coming  down  the  river,  they  passed  through 
the  fields  between  the  batteries  and  the  woods,  and  came  into 
the  river  road  between  the  batteries  and  Frenchman's  creek  ; 
probably  without  knowing  that  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler's  detachment 
had  landed  below.. ..and  when  they  found  their  advance  dispersed 
by  what,  from  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler's  feint,  they  had  supposed  a 
a  large  party,  they  again  turned  off  to  the  left  through  the  fields, 
pas-ed  round  the  bridge,  and  concentrated  their  force  below. 

Had  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler  known  that  the  party  of  Capt  King 
had  been  successful,  a  junction  might  have  been  made,  and  every 
thing  accomplished.  But  he  was  justified  in  supposing  that  at- 
the  enemy's  force  had  passed  down  by  the  point  of  Capt.  King's 
attack,  he  had  been  beaten  off  or  taken  ;  and  that  under  that  sup- 
position it  therefore  became  necessary  for  him  immediately  to  em- 
bark. 

Capt.  King  with  Morgan  and  Sprole,  after  accomplishing  their 
©bject,  and  finding  the  boats  gone,  proceeded  down  the  river  ; 
and  near  Frenchman's  creek  found  two  of  the  enemy's  boats,  in 
which  Morgan  and  Sprole,  with  about  half  the  detachment,  and 
their  prisoners  embarked  about  day,  and  returned  to  our  shore.... 
Capt.  King  gallantly  refusing  to  leave  the  shore  unless  all  his  men 
could  accompany  him. 

Lieut.  Warring,  with  eight  men  employed  in  breaking  up  the 
bridge,  were  left,  notwithstanding  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler,  in  the 
most  pointed  manner,  enquired  several  times  after  the  party  were 
on  board,  and  before  they  put  off,   whether  every  one   was  on 
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board.  It  was  too  dark  to  see,  and  he  was  left.  You  know  the 
manner  in  which  I  saved  him  the  next  morningf  ;  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  my  attempt  to  land  with  the  14th  and  part  of 
the  23d  was  frustrated. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication,  without  expressing  my  high 
sense  of  the  cool,  intrepid,  and  collected  manner  in  which  Lieut. 
Col.  Boerstler,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  him,  conducted 
themselves  in  this  their  first  essay  in  practical  war,  under  circum- 
stances well  calculated  to  have  confused,  distracted,  and  intimi- 
dated veteran  soldiers. 

Captain  King  has  placed  his  gallantry  and  magnanimity  in  a 
eonspicuous  point  of  view,  by  his  storming  the  euens^'s  batteries, 
and  refusing  to  desert  his  men. 

Lieut.  Angus  and  such  of  his  men  as  landed,  maintained  the 
high  characttT  of  American  tars.  He  was  unfortunately  and  ne- 
«e»sarily  misled  by  the  absence  of  so  many  boat>\...and  from  tins 
eause  it  arose,  that  Nj-e  remained  ignorant  of  the  actual  state 
of  the  enemy's  shore,  until  it  was  too  late  to  profit  by  it.  I  think 
however,  there  is  no  man  who  would  not  have  acted,  under  simi- 
lar circum  tances,  as  Lieut.  Angus  did. 

Lieut  Col.  Boerstler  has  shewn  by  this  night,  that  he  is  ade- 
quate to  cominaud  in  very  trying  and  peiplexing  circumstances; 
and  Capt.  King  has  manifested  most  fully  bis  character  for  gallant- 
r}'  and  courage. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  particularize  the  merits  of  others,  where  all 
who  landed  under  the  respective  commands  of  these  gentlemen, 
conducted  themselves  in  the  handsomest  manner. 

I  am  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 
(Signed)  W.  tL  WINDER, 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Smyth,  "^  Col.  14th  Inf.  U.  S.  Army. 

Commanding  Centre  Army.  3 

Geographical  description  of  the  Niagara  frontier The  vil- 
lage of  Buffalo  is  situated  at  the  lower  end  of  lake  Erie,  between 
a  quarter  and  a  half  mile  back  from  the  margin  of  tlie  lake.  Fort 
Erie  is  neatly  opposite,  and  at  the  distance  of  between  two  and 
three  miles,  part  of  which  is  woods.  Immediately  below  this  the 
river  Niagara  forms  itself,  and  a  very  considerable  rapid  continues 
for  about  two  miles,  the  main  channt^l  being  on  the  British  side  of 
the  river.  Black  Rock  is  -at  the  foot  of  these  rapids,  near  three 
miles  from  Buffalo  ;  here  the  river  is  about  half  a  mile  wide  :  a 
flat  bottomed  boat  or  scow  is  said  to  cross  in  two  minutes.  The 
opposite  shore  makes  a  handsome  appearance,  the  buildings  being 
all, on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  farms  appear  to  be  cleared 
back  about  half  a  mile. 

The  navy--,  ard  is  a  short  distance  below  Black  Rock,  covered 
from  the  enemy  by  S-quaw  Island.       About  three  miles  below  this 
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is  the  head  of  Grand  Island,  which  continues  for  twelve  miiesj, 
immediately  below  which  is  a  small  island  called  Navy  Island, 
Schlosser,  a  place  so  called  from  the  old  French  fort  which  for- 
merly stood  there,  is  i2  miles  from  Buffalo,  and  opposite  Chippe- 
wa, a  small  village  and  creek  of  that  name  on  the  Canada  side, 
and  half  a  milf  below  the  point  of  Navy  Island.  The  river  is 
bt-tween  two  and  three  miles  wide,  and  a  ferry  has  usually  been 
kept,  but  great  caution  has  to  be  used  by  the  ferry-men  to  keep 
clear  of  the  rapids  below,  which  are  so  considerable  as  to  render 
navigation  impracticable.  This  is  also  a  landing  place  for  boats, 
and  all  kinds  of  merchandize  which  is  carried  round  the  falls. 

The  great  falls  of  Niagara  are  one  mile  below  Schlosser,  half  a 
mile  above  which  the  river  begins  to  descend  with  great  rapidity; 
its  bottom  is  very  rocky,  with  sundry  small  perpendicular  pitches  ; 
the  stream  is  divided  by  Goat  Island,  which  runs  down  to  the 
mam  pitch.  This  pitch  is  said  to  be  137  feet  perpendicular,  and  is 
in  a  circular  form  ...on  the  top  of  the  fall  the  river  is  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  in  width,  but  becomes  considerably  narrower  im- 
mediately below,  and  continues  a  very  wild  current,  from  a  quar- 
ter to  a  half  mile  in  width, to  Lewistown,a  distance  of  seven  miles; 
being  conaned  by  perpendicular  banks  of  about  200  feet  in  height, 
generally  covered  with  cedar. 

The  face  of  the  country  continues  perfectly  level  on  each  side 
as  far  as  Lewistown,  without  any  descent,  as  might  be  expected 
from  so  great  a  fall  in  the  river.  The  descent  from  fort  Schlosser 
to  Devil's  Hole,  or  Whirlpool,  a  distance  of  four  miles  including 
the  perpendicular  falls  and  rapids,  has,  agreeably  to  an  official  re- 
port made  to  Congress  in  April,  i808,  been  by  correct  measure- 
ment ascertained  to  be  375  feet,  and  the  whole  fall  from  Lake 
Erie  to  La'^e  Ontario  is  estimated  at  450  feet.  From  the  outlet 
of  Lake  Ontario,  which  forms  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  Montreal,  the 
descent  is  estimated  at  200  feet,  making  the  elevation  of  Lake 
Erie  above  the  surface  of  the  river  at  Montreal  650  feet. 

On  the  hill  above  Lewistown  a  delightful  prospect  presents  itself 
....a  commanding  view  of  the  adjacent  country,  Lake  Ontario^ 
fort  Niagara,  at  a  distance  of  seven  mile  ;  Newark,  fort  George, 
Q.ueenstown,Lewistcwn,&c.  From  Lewistown  the  river  continue* 
about  half  a  mile  wide,  \v\\h  a  deep  but  moderate  current..... 
Fort  Niagara  is  situated  on  a  delightful  plain,  its  walls  on  the 
very  margin  of  the  lake,  and  bank  of  the  river  ;  Newark  is  situ- 
ated direct!}'  opposite  the  fort,  immediately  above  which  stands 
fort  George.  Q,ueenPtown,  a  handsome  village,  is  on  the  oppo- 
site shore  frooj  Lewistown.  It  is  at  the  head  of  navigation  for 
ships. 

Youngstown  is  one  mile  above  fort  Niagara,  on  the  river,  and 
half  a  mile  above  fort  George.      A    battery  was    here   erected. 
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called  the  salt  battery,  mounting  one  18  and  a  4  pounder  :  this 
battery  and  those  on  Niagara  fort,  owing  to  a  bend  in  the  river, 
formed  a  cross  fire  on  fort  George  togrtat  advantage,  which  was 
seventeen  timeTset  in  flames  by  our  batteries  on  the  21st  Nov. 
1812. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Massacv  at  fort  Dearborn Gallant  defence  of  forts  Harrison 

and     Belle-vue Forsyth^s    expedition Defeat    of   the  en- 

&viy    at   Ogdensburgli Observations    on  the  campaign    of 

1812. 

In  the  following  chapter  are  collected,  in  the  order  of  time, 
such  incidents  of  the  war  during  the  campaign  of  .1812,  as  are 
unconnected  with  the  operations  of  the  armies.  Some  important 
movements  of  the  north- western  army  under  Gen.  Harrison,  to- 
wards the  close  of  this  year,  remain  unspoken  of;  but  as  the 
chief  operations  of  that  army  were  in  the  succeeding  campaign, 
they  will  be  deferred  for  the  present. 

Massacre  at  fort  Dearborn....Gen.  Hull,  immediately  upon 
learning  of  the  fall  of  Mackana  was  sensible  that  fort  Dearborn,* 
could  not  be  maintained,  and  accordingly  gave  orders  for  its  evac- 
uation  :  but  the  allies  of  the  enemy  had  assembled  in  season  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  garrison,  and  to  effect  their  destruction. 
The  following  extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Capt.  HealJ,  the  then  com- 
manding officer  at  the  fort,  contains  a  relation  of  the  bloody  trans* 
action  : 

"  On  the  9th  of  Aug.  I  received  orders  from  Gen.  Hull  to  evac- 
uate the  post,  and  proceed  with  my  command  to  Detroit  by  land, 
leaving  it  at  my  discretion  to  dispose  of  the  public  property  as  I 
thought  proper.  The  neighboring  Indians  got  the  information  as 
early  as  i  did,  and  cam.e  in  from  all  quarters  in  order  to  receive 
the  goods  in  the  factory  store,  which  they  understood  were  to  be 
given  them.  On  the  13th,  Capt.  Wells,  of  fort  Wayne,  arrived 
with  about  30  Miamies,  for  the  purpose  of  escorting  us  in,  by  the 
request  of  Gen.  Hull.  On  the  14th,  I  delivered  the  Indians  all 
the  goods  in  the  factory  store,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  pro- 
visions which  we  could  not  take  away  with  us.  The  surplus 
arms  and  ammunition  1  thought  proper  to  destroy,  fearing  they 
would  make  bad  use  of  it,  if  put  in  their  possession.  I  also  destroys 
ed  all  the  liquor  on  hand,  soon  after  they  began  to  collect.  The 
collection  was  unusually  large  for  that  place,  but  they  conducted 

•  Ste  pace  5g, 
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with  the  strictest  propriety,  till  after  I  left  the  fort.  On  the  l5tb, 
at  9  A.  M.  we  commpnced  our  march  ;  a  part  of  the  Miamies 
were  detached  in  front,  the  remainder  in  our  rear  as  guards,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Capt.  Wells.  The  situation  of  the  country 
rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to  take  the  beach,  A'ith  the  lake  on 
our  left,  and  a  high  sand  bank  on  our  right,  at  about  100  yards 
distance.  We  had  proceeded  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  when  it 
was  discovered  the  Indians  were  prepared  to  attack  us  froin  behind 
the  bank:  limmediatcly  marched  up  \vith  the  company  to  the  top  of 
the  bank,  when  the  action  commenced  ;  after  firing  one  round,  we 
charged,  and  the  Indians  gave  way  in  front,  and  joined  those  on 
our  tlanks.  In  about  fifteen  minutes  they  got  possession  of  all  our 
horses,  provision  and  baggage  of  every  description,  and,  finding 
the  Miamies  did  not  assist  us,  I  drew  off  the  few  men  I  had  left, 
and  took  possession  of  a  small  elevation  in  the  open  pr;iirie,  out  of 
«hot  of  the  bank  or  any  other  cover.  The  Indians  did  not  follow 
me,  but  assembled  in  a  body  on  the  top  of  the  bank,  and,  after 
some  consultation  among  themselves,  made  signs  for  me  to  ap- 
proach them,  i  advanced  towards  them  alone,  and  was  met  by 
one  of  the  Potawatamie  chiefs,  called  the  black  bird,  with  an  in- 
terpreter. After  shaking  hands  he  requested  me  to  surrender, 
promising  to  spare  the  lives  of  all  the  prisoners.  On  a  few  mo- 
ments consideration,  I  concluded  it  would  be  most  prudent  to 
comply  with  his  request,  although  I  did  not  put  entire  confidence 
in  his  promise.  After  delivering  up  our  arms,  we  were  taken 
back  to  their  encampment  near  the  fort,  and  distributed  among 
the  different  tribes.  The  next  morning  they  set  fire  to  the  fort, 
and  left  the  place,  taking  the  prisoners  with  them.  Their  num- 
ber of  warriors  was  between  four  and  five  hundred,  mostly  of  the 
Potawatamie  nation,  and  their  loss,  from  the  best  information  I 
could  get,  was  about  15.  Our  strength  was  54  regulars,  and  12 
militia,  out  of  which  26  regulars  and  all  the  militia  were  killed  in 
the  action,  with  two  women  and  12  children.  Ensign  George 
Ronan  and  Doct.  Isaac  Y.  Van  Voorhis,  of  m}-  company,  with 
Capt.  Wells  of  fort  Wayne,  are,  to  my  great  sorrow,  numbered 
among  the  dead.  Lieut.  Lina  T.  Helm,  with  25  noncommission- 
ed officers  and  privates,  and  1 1  women  and  children,  were  pris- 
oners when  we  separated.  Mrs.  Heald  and  myself  were  taken 
to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Joseph,  and  being  both  badly  wound- 
ed, were  permitted  to  reside  with  Mr.  Burnet,  an  Indian  trader. 
In  a  few  days  after  our  arrival  there,  the  Indians  all  went  off  to 
take  fort  Wayne,  and  in  their  absence  I  engaged  a  Frenchman  to 
take  us  to  Michillimackinac,  by  water,  where  I  gavp  myself  up 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  with  one  of  my  Serjeants.  The  command- 
ing officer,  Capt.  Roberts,  offered  rre  every  assistance  in  his  pow- 
er, to  render  our  situation  comfortable  while  we  remained  there, 
and  to  enable  ui  to  proceed  on  our  journey.  To  him  I  gave  my  pa- 
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roie  of  honour,  and  reported  myself  to  Col.  Proctor,  who  gave  us 
a  pass9^e  to  Buffalo." 

Defence  of  fort  Harrison On  the  3d  September,  1812,  fort 

Harrison  was  invested  by  the  Indians  ;  but  the  garrison,  under 
Capt  Taylor,  made  a  most  gallant  resistance.  The  particulars 
wiii  be  found  in  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Capt,  Tay- 
lor to  Gov.  Harrison  : 

"  On  Tuesday  evening  the  3d  inst.  after  retreat  beating,  four 
guns  were  heard  to  fire  in  the  direction  where  two  young  men 
(citizens  who  resided  here)  were  making  hay,  about  4C0  yards  dis- 
tant from  the  fort.  I  was  immediately  impressed  with  an  idea 
that  they  were  killed  by  the  Indians,  as  I  had  that  day  been  in- 
formed that  the  prophet's  party  would  soon  be  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  commencing  hostilities.  Prudence  induced  me  to  wait  un- 
til 8  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  I  sent  a  corporal  with  a 
small  party  to  find  them,  which  he  soon  did  :  they  had  been  each 
shot  with  two  balls,  and  scalped  and  cut  in  the  most  shocking 
manner.  I  had  them  brought  in  and  buried.  In  the  evening  of 
the  4th  inst.  old  Joseph  Lenar,  and  between  30  and  40  Indians- 
arrived  from  the  Prophet's  Town,  with  a  white  flag;  among 
whom  were  about  ten  women,  and  the  men  vvere  composed  of 
the  different  tribes  that  compose  the  Prophet's  party,  A  Shawa- 
noe  man,  that  spoke  good  English,  informed  me  that  old  Lenar 
intended  to  speak  to  me  next  morning,  and  try  to  get  something 
to  eat.  At  retreat  beating  1  examined  the  men's  arms  and  found 
them  all  in  good  order,  and  completed  their  cartridges  to  16 
rounds  per  man.  As  i  had  not  been  able  to  mount  a  guard  of 
more  than  six  privates  and  two  non-commissioned  oiiicers,  for  some 
time  past,  and  sometimes  only  a  part  of  them  every  other  day, 
from  the  unhealthiness  of  the  company  ;  1  had  not  conceived  my 
force  adequate  for  the  defence  of  this  post,  should  it  be  vigorously^ 
attacked.  1  had  just  recovered  from  a  Tery  severe  attack  of  the 
fever,  and  was  not  able  to  be  up  much  through  the  night.  After 
tatoo  I  cautioned  the  guard  to  be  vigilant,  and  ordered  one  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  as  the  centinels  could  not  see  every 
part  of  the  garrison,  to  walk  around  on  the  inside  during  the 
whole  night,  to  prevent  the  Indians  ialring  any  advantage  of  us, 
provided  they  had  any  intention  of  attacking  us.  About  11  o'clock 
I  was  awakened  by  the  firing  of  one  of  the  centinels  ;  I  sprung 
up  ran  out,  and  ordered  the  men  to  their  posts  ;  when  my  order- 
ly sergeant  (who  had  charge  of  the  upper  block  house)  called  out 
that  the  Indians  had  fired  the  lower  block  house  (which  contained 
the  property  of  the  contractor,  which  was  deposited  in  the  lower 
part,  tho  upper  post  having  been  assigned  to  a  corporal  and  ten 
privates  as  an  alarm  post).  The  guns  had  begun  to  fire  pretty 
smartly  from  both  sides.  I  directed  the  buckets  to  be  got  ready 
I  and  water  brought  from  the  well,  and  the  fire  extinguished  im" 
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mediately,  as  it  was  hardly  preceivable  at  that  time  ;  but  from  de- 
bility or  some  other  cause,  the  men  were  very  slow  in  exi  cuting 

my  orders the  word^re  appeared  to  throw  the  whole  of  tht  m 

into  confusion  ;  and  by  the  time  they  had  got  the  water  and  broken 
open  the  door,  the  fire  had  unfortunately  commui'icated  to  a 
quantity  of  whisky  (the  stock  having  leaked  several  holes  through 
the  lower  part  of  thi^  building,  after  the  salt  that  was  stored  there, 
through  which  they  had  introduced  the  fire  without  bting  discov- 
ered, as  the  night  was  very  dark,)  and  in  spite  of  every  exeitioii 
we  could  make  use  of,  in  less  than  a  moment  it  ascended  to  the 
roof,  and  baffled  all  our  efforts  to  extinguish  it.  As  that  block 
house  adjoined  the  barracks  that  make  part  of  the  fortifications, 
most  of  the  men  immediately  gave  themselves  up  for  lost,  and  I 
had  the  greatest    difficulty  in  getting  any  of  my  orders  executt  d 

and,  sir,  from  the  raging  of  the  fire;  the  yelling  and  hovvling 

of  several  hundred  Indians  ;  the  cries  of  nine  women  and  chil- 
dren (a  part  soldiers'and  a  part  citizens'  wives,  who  had  taken  shel- 
ter ij)  the  fort)  ;  and  the  desponding  of  so  many  of  the  men, 
which   was  worse  than  all  ;    1  can  assure  you   that  my   feelings 

•were  very  unpleasant and  indeed  there  were  not  more  than  10 

or  15  men  able  to  do  a  great  deal,  the  others  being  either  sick  or 
convalescent  ;  and  to  add  to  our  other  misfortunes,  two  of  the 
stoutest  men  in  the  fort,  and  whom  I  had  every  confidence  in, 
jumped  the  picket  and  left  us.  But  my  presence  of  mind  did  not 
for  a  moment  forsake  me.  I  saw,  by  throwing  off  part  of  the 
roof  that  joined  the  block  house  that  was  on  fire,  and  keeping  the 
eiid  perfectly  wet,  the  whole  row  of  buildings  might  be  saved, 
and  leave  only  an  entrance  of  18  or  20  feet  for  the  Indians  to  en- 
ter, after  the  house  was  consumed ;  and  that  a  temporary  breast- 
work might  be  erected  to  prevent  their  even  entering  there..  ..I 
convinced  the  men  that  this  could  be  accom;jlished,  and  it  appear- 
ed to  inspire  them  with  new  life,  and  never  did  men  act  with 
more  firmness  and  desperation.  Those  that  were  able  (while  the 
others  kept  up  a  constant  fire  from  the  other  block  house  and  the 
two  bastions)  mounted  the  roofs  of  the  houses,  w  ith  Doct.  Clark 
at  their  head,  who  acted  with  the  greatest  firmness  and  presence 
of  mind,  the  whole  time  the  attack  lasted,  which  v,?as  seven  hours, 
under  a  shower  of  bullets,  and  in  a  moment  threw  off  as  much  of 
the  roof  as  was  necessary.  This  was  done  only  with  the  loss  of 
one  man  and  two  wounded,  and  I  am  in  hopes  neither  of  them 
dangerously.  The  man  that  was  killed  was  a  little  deranged,  and 
did  not  get  off  the  house  as  soon  as  directed,  or  he  would  not 
have  been  hurt  ;  and  although  the  barracks  were  several  times 
in  a  blaze,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  fire  against  them,  the 
men  used  such  exertions  that  they  kept  it  under,  and  before  d^y 
raised  a  temporary  breast-work  as  high  as  a  man's  head,  although 
the  Indians  continued  to  pour  in  a  heavy  fire  of  ball,  and  an  innu- 
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inerable  quantity  of  arrows  during  the  whole  time  the  attack  last- 
ed, F  had  but  one  other  man  killed  inside  the  fort,  and  he  lost  his 
life  by  being  too  anxious.-... he  got  into  one  of  the  gallies  of  the 
bastions,  and  fired  over  the  picket?,  and  called  out  to  his  com- 
rades that  he  had  killed  an  Indian,  and  neglecting  lo  stoop  down, 
in  an  instant  he  was  shot  dead.  One  of  the  men  that  jumped 
the  pickets,  returned  an  hour  before  day,  and  running  up  towards 
the  gate,  begged  for  God's  sake  that  it  might  be  opened.  1  suspected 
it  to  be  a  stratagem  of  the  Indians  to  get  in,  as  1  did  not  recollect 

the  voice I  directed  the  men  in  the  bastion,  where  1   happened 

to  be,  to  shoot  him  let  him  be  who  he  would,  and  one  of  tliem 
fired  at  him,  but  fortunately  he  ran  up  to  the  other  bastion,  where 
they  knew  his  voice,  and  Doct.  Clark  directed  him  to  lie  down 
cl.se  to  the  pickets  behind  an  empty  barrel  that  happened  to  be 
thtre,  and  at  day  light  I  had  him  let  in.  His  arm  was  brc^ken  in 
a  most  shocking  manner,  which  he  says  was  done  by  the  Indians, 
and  which  I  suppose  was  the  cause  of  his  returning.  I  think  it 
probable  that  he  will  not  recover.  The  other,  they  caught  about 
130  }ards  from  the  garrison,  and  cut  him  all  to  pieces.  After 
keeping  up  a  constant  fire  until  about  six  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, which  we  returned  with  some  effect  ;  at  day-light,  they 
removed  out  of  the  reach  of  our  guns.  A  party  of  them  drove 
up  the  horses  that  belonged  to  the  citizens  here,  and  as  they  could 
not  catch  them  very  readily,  shot  the  whole  of  them  in  our  sight, 
as  well  as  a  number  of  their  hogs.  They  drove  oW  the  whole  of 
the  cattle  which  amounted  to  sixty  five  head,  as  well  as  the  pub- 
lic oxen.  I  had  the  vacany  filled  up  before  night,  (which  was 
iTiade  by  the  burning  of  the  block  house)  with  a  strong  row  of  pick- 
ets which  I  got  by  pulling  down  the  guard  house.  We  lost  the 
whole  of  our  provisions,  but  must  make  out  to  live  upon  green 
corn  until  we  can  get  a  supply,  which  I  am  in  hopes  will  not  be 
long.  I  believe  the  whole  of  the  Miamies  or  Weas  were  among 
the  Prophet's  party,  as  one  chief  gave  liis  orders  in  that  language, 
which  resembled  Stone  Eater's  voice,  and  I  believe  Negro  Legs 
was  there  likewise.  The  Indians  suffered  severely,  but  were  so 
numerous  as  to  take  off  all  that  were  shot." 

Defence  of  fort  Bellevue On  the  5th  September,  1812,  the 

garrison  at  fort  Belle-vue,  an  American  post  on  the  Mississippi, 
near  St.  Louis,  was  attacked  by  upwards  of  200  Winabagoes.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  ineligible  positions  for  defence  upon  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  parade  ground  is  within  musket  shot  of  an  eminence 
that  completely  commands  the  fort,  and  is  surrounded  to  within 
a  few  paces  of  the  pickets  and  block-houses,  by  hollows  or  chasms, 
from  which  the  Indians  threw  upwards  of  five  hundred  pieces  of 
burning  timber  on  the  roofs  of  the  block  houses,  and  emitted  a  con- 
stant sheei  of  fire  onevery  side,  frontiguns^  fiery  arrows  and  brands. 


78  •      SKETCHES  OF 

which  afforded  the  garrison  little  opportunity  of  annoying  them, 
exc^-pt  such  as  had  the  impudence  to  peep  over  the  banks.  To 
counteract  th;;  effects  of  the  iiie-brands  and  arrows  with  match^  s, 
which  were  thrown  upon  the  block  houses,  surringes  were  made 
of  gun  barrels  and  the  roofs  kept  wet :  by  these  means  all  the  at- 
tempts of  the  Indians  to  fire  the  block-houses  were  defeated. 
They  however  continued  to  invest  the  fort  for  several  days,  wait- 
ing a  favourable  wind  to  set  fire  to  a  factory  near  the  gammon, 
hoping  thereby  to  effect  their  object.  But  Lieut.  Hamilton  antici- 
pated their  designs,  and  took  a  favorable  opportunity  to  fire  the 
factory   when  it  would  not  endanger  the  garrison. 

The  Indians,  being  thus  baflfled  in  all  their  attempts  to  fire  the 
works,  withdrew  from  the  fort  on  the  9th.  No  lives  "were  lost  at 
the  garrison,  and  but  one  wounded.  The  Indians  had  many  kill- 
ed, as  they  were  seen  to  fall  from  the  garrison.  Lieuts.  Hamilton 
and  Vasques  did  themselves  great  honour  in  so  ably  defending 
this  fort. 

Forsyth^s pxpedition.... On  the 20th  Sept. Capt. Forsyth, with  70 of 
his  rifle  company,  and  34  militia  men,embatked  on  board  a  num- 
ber of  boats,  at  Cape  Vincent,  and  went  over  to  a  small  village 
called  Gananoque,  in  the  town  of  Leeds,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying the  king's  store-house  at  that  place.  They  landed  unob- 
served, a  fhort  distance  from  the  village,  a  little  before  sunrise 
on  the  morning  of  the  21sf,  but  were  soon  after  discovered  and 
iired  upon  by  a  party  of  the  British,  consisting  of  about  125  regu- 
lars and  n)i!itia.  The  Americans  returned  the  fire  with  so  much 
effect,  that  the  British  retreated  in  disorder,  and  were  pursued  to 
the  village,  where  they  again  rallied,  but  soon  finding  the  contest 
too  warm  for  them,  they  fled  over  a  bridge  and  made  their  es- 
cape, leaving  behind  ten  of  their  number  killed,  (besides  several 
who  were  seen  to  fall  into  the  stream  as  they  were  fired  upon 
when  passing  the  bridge)  and  8  regulars  and  a  number  of  militia 
prisoners.  Capt,  Forsyth  had  only  one  man  killed  and  one  slight- 
ly wounded The  number  of  wounded  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 

was  not  ascertained.  The  militia  prisoners  were  discharged  on 
parole.  Capt.  Forsyth  and  his  party,  with  8  prisoners  and  60 
stands  of  arms,  two  barrels  of  fixed  ammunition,  one  barrel  of 
powder,  one  barrel  of  flints,  and  some  other  articles  of  public  prop- 
erty, which  they  had  taken  from  the  enemy,  then  returned  to  Cape 
Vincent  ;  not  however,  till  the}'  had  set  fire  to  his  majesty's  store- 
house, which  was  consumed,  together  with  a  quantity  of  flour 
and  pork. 

Defeat    of  the    enemy    at  Ogdensburg On    the   fourth  of 

October  the  British  made  an  attack  upon  the  village  of 
Ogdensburg.  The  Friday  and  Saturday  preceding,  they  cannon- 
aded the  town  for  several  hours  each  day,  from  the  fort  at  Pres- 
cot  ;  and  on  Sunday,  having  prepared  40  boats,  with  from  10  to 
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15  armed  men  in  each,  and  six  pieces  of  artillery,  they  advanced 
to  storm  the  town.  When  they  advanced  within  a  short  dis- 
tance, the  American  troops,  under  Gen.  Brown,*  commenced  a 
warm  fire  upon  them,  which  continued,  on  both  sides,  for  about 
two  hours,  at  which  time  the  British,  having  two  of  their  boat? 
so  knocked  to  pieces  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  abandon  tht- m, 
and  one  taken,  on  board  of  which  was  six  men,  w^re  compelled 
to  relinquish  the  unprofitable  contest,  and  fled  pricipitately  to  Pres- 
cot.  No  damage  was  su^-tained  on  our  side,  except  the  injury  of 
some  buildings  by  theii  cannonading. 

Obsn-vations  on  the  campaign  of  1812 The   army  of  the 

United  States,  upon  the  declaration  of  war,  consisted  of  eleven 
regiments,  of  the  old  peace  establishment'.  We  are  not  precise- 
ly informed  how  full  tlcse  regiments  were,  but  believe  they  ought 
not  to  be  estimated  at  more  than  five  hundred  men  each. 

In  181 1,  congress  passed  an  act  for  raising  ten  additional  regi- 
ments of  2000  men  each,  to  be  enlisted  for  five  years.  B3'  subse- 
quent acts,  liowever,  these  regiments  were  divided  into  twenty, 
to  consist  of  1000  men  each,  and  enlistments  authorized  for  eigh- 
teen months.  Little  progress  had  been  made  in  enlistnients  for 
the  new  regiments,  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war.  It  was, 
however,  immediately  undertaken,  and  with  considerable  success  ; 
but  it  could  hardly  be  expected  to  add  much  to  the  real  force  of 
this  campaign. 

In  addition  to  this  force,  congress  had  put  at  the  controul  of  the 
president,  upon  the  happ.  ning  oi  either  of  the  exigencies  pointed 
out  in  the  constitution,  100,000  militia,  apportioned  among  the 
several  states  as  stated,  p.  12  ;  and  also  authorized  him  to  accept 
the  services  of  such  volunteer  companies  as  might  tender  their 
services,  not  exceeding  50,000  men.  Such  portion  of  this  force 
as  was  in  actual  service,  was  divided  into  three  armies,  called 
the  north-western,  centre,  and  northern.  The  first,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Gen.  Hull,  consisted  of  about  500  regu- 
lars, and  2000  militia  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  territory  of 
Michigan.  This  army  comm;enced  cfiensive  operations  in  Up- 
per Canada,  opposite  Detroit,  as  early  as  the  12th  of  July  ;  but 
finally  retreated  to  Detroit,  and  surrendered  Aug.  16th.  The 
second,  under  the  immediate  command,  first  of  Gen.  Van  Rensse- 
laer of  the  New- York  militia,  and  afterwards  of  Gen.  Smyth,  con- 
sisted of  near  2000  regulars,  and  3000  New-York  militia.  This 
army  was  distributed  along  the  Niagara  river,  from  fort  Niagara 
to  Buffalo.  The  third,  under  the  immediate  command,  first  of 
Gen.  Bloomfield,  and  afterwards  of  Gen.  Dearborn,  consisted  of 
about  5000  nien,  regulajs,  and  Vermont  and  New- York  militia. 
This  army  was  net  actively  employed  during  the  campaign. 

\  *  At  tl.at  time  of  the  New  YuiU  lullitia- 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  general  officers  of  the  United 
States'  army  for  the  ^ear  1812  : 

Maior  Generals..  .Henry  Dearborn  and  Tliomas  Pinckney. 

Biigadier  Generals.. ..James  Wilkinson,  Wade  Hampton,  James 
Winchester,  William  Hull,  John  Chandler,  Joseph  Bloomfield, 
Tl'xnas  Flournoy,  John  Armstrong,  William  H.  Harrison,  and 
John  P.  Boyd. 

Quarter-Master-General.. ..Morgan  Lewis. 

Adjutant  General. ...Thomas  Gushing. 

Inspector  General..., Alexander  Smyth. 

To  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  merits  of  the  American  armies 
for  the  campaign  of  1812  is  indeed  a  difficult  task.  We  ouaht 
to  reflect  that  the  nation  had  been  in  profound  peace  for  four  and 
twenty  years,  and  that  consequently  the  art  of  war  had  been  al- 
most wholly  lost.  We  had  not  remaining  any  officers  of  experi- 
ence to  conduct  our  armies,  and  not  a  single  company  that  had 
seen  service.  In  addition  to  this,  the  whole  system  for  the  re- 
cruitmg,  feeding,  clothing,  and  maintaing  an  army,  was,  as  it 
were,  to  be  created.  Many  of  the  necessary  munitions  of  war 
were  to  be  provided.  Platoon,  staff,  and  many  of  the  general 
officers  were  to  be  selected  from  the  body  of  the  American 
people,  upon  conjecture  merely  as  to  their  merits.  It  -a -is  there- 
fore to  be  expected,  that  many  of  them  would  be  found  incompe- 
tent, and  undeserving.  The  campaign  has  therefore  proved,  that 
our  generals  needed,  at  least,  experience,  and  our  officers  and 
soldiers  discipline.  It  was  indeed  disastrous,  but  it  was  not  with- 
out its  consolations.  The  great  body  of  the  army  was  found  to 
be  brave  to  a  fault  ;  and  many  officers  gave  earnest  of  their  fu- 
ture glory.  A  Miller,  a  Snelling,  a  Van  Rensselaer,  a  Scott,  a 
Christie,  a  Wadsworth,  and  a  Wool  have  done  immortal  honour 
to  themselves  and  country ;  and  Maguago  and  Q,ueenstown  wift 
l>€  lasting  monuments  of  their  fame. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Naval  operations  on  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie....Jttack  on  Sacket's 

Harbour. ...Thp  Julia Capt.  Cfiauncpy....His  cruize. ...Battle  in 

Kingston  harbour....  Capture  of  the  Detroit  and  Caledonia...,. 
Biography  of  Capt.  Elliot. 

The  reader  will  no  doubt  rejoice  with  us,  that  we  have  at 
length  passed  the  most  barren  and  uninteresting  part  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  have  arrived  at  a  fi'-ld  of  incidents  and  achievements 
most  interesting  in  themselves,  and  honourable  to  our  country 
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achievements  that  have  filled  our  enemy,  the  virorld,  and  even  our- 
Sflves  with  astonishment  and  admiration.  But  we  will  not  de- 
tain our  readi-rs  upou  achievements  that  need  only  be  faithfully 
related  to  be  duly  appreciated. 

Operations  on  lake  Ontario When    war  was   declared  the 

American  f  rce  upon  lake  Ontario  consisted  only  of  the  Oneida  of 
16  gun5,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Woolsey.  The  British  had 
been  for  a  considerable  time  previous  actively  employed  in  equip- 
ping vessels  of  war  on  that  lake.  Their  force  consisted  of  five 
sail,  VIZ.  the  Royril  George,  of  22  guns,  the  Pince  Regent,  of  16, 
the  Earl  Moira,  of  12,  the  Seueca,  of  8  and  the  other  unkown. 
On  the  1 9th  July  Lieut.  Woolse>,  of  the  Oneida,  lying  in  Sackets' 
Harbour,  discovered  from  the  mast-head  of  his  brig,  the  whole 
British  force  about  five  leagues  distance,  beating  up  for  the  Har- 
boui  with  the  wind  ahead.  The  troops  were  immedately  called 
to  arms,  and  expresses  sent  to  call  in  the  neighboring  detach- 
ments and  volunteers,  who  arriveil  in  the  course  of  the  day,  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  3C00.  Soon  after  sunrise,  the  Prince  Regent 
br'^'Ught  to  and  captured  the  custom  boat,  about  seven  miles  from 
the  harbour,  on  her  return  from  Gravelly  Point.  The  boat's  crew 
were  liberated  and  set  on  shore,  with  a  message  to  Col.  Bellenger, 
the  commandant  at  the  harbour,  demanding  the  surrender  of  the 
Oneida,  and  the  late  British  schooner  Nelson,  siezed  for  a  breach 
of  the  revenue  laws,  and  Acting  for  a  privateer;  and  declaring, 
that  in  case  of  a  refusal  to  surrender  trie  vessels  the  squadron 
would  burn  the  village,  or  lay  the  inhabitants  under  contribution. 
Soon  after  this,  Capt.  Woolsey  left  the  harbour  in  the  Oneida,  and 
ran  down  within  a  league  of  the  squadron  ;  when  he  returned  and 
moored  his  vessel  on  a  line  with  a  battery,  with  springs  on  his 
cables.  Capt.  Woolsey  being  the  most  experienced  engineer  pres- 
ent, left  the  Oneida  under  the  command  of  a  Lieutenant,  and  went 
on  shore  and  took  the  command  of  a  32  pounder  on  the  battery, 
the  other  guns  of  which  consisted  of  nine  pounders. 

By  this  time  the  enemy  had  arrived  within  gun-shot,  the  Royal 
George,  as  flag  ship,  ahead,  and  firing  was  commenced  from  the 
32  pounder.  This  was  returned  by  the  squadron,  which  stood  off 
and  on. ...and  a  brisk  cannonading  was  reciprocally  continued  for 
more  than  two  hours,  all  our  guns  being  well  manned  and.  served 
....and  it  was  plainly  discovered  that  the  Royal  George  and  Prince 
Regent  were  much  injured.  At  tnis  time,  as  the  flag  ship  v.  as 
wearing  to  give  another  broadside,  a  ball  from  the  32  pounder  was 
seen  to  strike  her  and  rake  her  completely  ;  after  which  the  squad- 
ron fired  but  a  few  guns  and  bore  away  for  Kingston,  not  a  man 
being  hurt  on  our  sicie. 

The  action  wa.'  maintained  within  point  blank  shot.  Most  of 
the  enemy's  balls  struck  the  rocks  below  the  battery,  and  one  32 
L 
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pound  sliot  was  picked  up  by  our  citizen?,  it  having  lodged  near 
the  breast  work. 

The  Julia On  the  31st  of  July,  the  schooner  JuHa,    late  the 

Lord  Nelson)  of  about  60  tons,  carrying  three  guns,  one  a  32 
pon!)der,  and  40  men,  was  put  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Dick- 
son, and  despatched  to  Ogdensburgh,  to  convoy  seven  schooners 
to  Sackets'  Harbour.  As  she  arrived  at  the  narrows,  about  elev- 
en miles  from  Ogdensburg,  she  anchored  and  Iiailed  a  sinack, 
with  six  men  on  board.  They  gave  no  answer,  but  pulled  off,.... 
The  Julia  fired  a  shot  ahead  of  them,  but  they  continued  their 
course.  Capt.  Dickson  ordered  his  crew  to  fire  on  them  ;  and  so 
eff'-ctually  was  his  order  executed,  that  four  were  killed,  and  two 
leaped  from  the  smack  and  swam  ashore. 

The  Earl  Moria  and  Duke  of  Gloucester,  then  lying  at  Eliza- 
bethtown,  came  out,  and  after  firing  a  broadside  at  the  Julia, 
which  did  no  injury,  for  some  unknown  reason,  retreated  under 
the  fort.  Capt.  Dickson  pursued  them,  and  fired  his  32  pounder 
about  one  hundred  times,  with  great  effect.  Screeches  were  dis- 
liucfly  heard  on  board  the  enemy,  and  the  splinters  were  seen  to  fly 
mast  Iiigli  almost  every  shot. 

.Capt.  Chauncy In  the  month  of  Sept.   Capt.  Isaac  Chauncy 

wns  appointed  to  superintend  the  building  and  command  of  the 
American  fleet  on  lake  Ontario.  He  arrived  at  Sackets'  Harbour 
in  the  month  of  October  ;  and  so  great  were  his  exertions,  that  on 
the  8th  of  Nov.  following  he  was  enabled  to  sail  with  an  aggre- 
gate force  of  40  guns,  and  430  men.  Having  learned  that  the 
British  fleet,  then  consisting  of  an  aggregate  force  of  108  guns^ 
and  800  men,  were  separated,  he  dttermined  to  take  an  advan- 
tag'-ous  position  near  the  False  Ducks,  (a  number  of  small  islands, 
so  called,  on  the  Canada  shore,  near  which  the  enemy  must  pass 
to  get  into  Kingston,;  and  attack  and  defeat  either  portion  of  this 
sqiiadron,  if  possible. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  Capt.  Chauncy's  oflficial  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  Nov.  13,  1812,  detailing  the 
events  of  the  cruise  : 

"  On  the  §th  I  fell  in  with  the  Royal  George  and  chased  her 
into  the  bay  of  Q,uanti,  where  I  lost  sight  of  her  in  the  night  In 
the  morning  of  the  9th  we  again  got  sight  of  her,  lying  in  King- 
ston channel.  We  gave  chase  and  followed  her  in  the  harbour 
of  Kingston,  where  we  engaged  her  and  the  batteries  for  one 
hour  and  forty  minutes.  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  board  her, 
but  she  was  so  well  pr'>tected  by  tht  batteries  and  the  wind  blow- 
ing directly  in,  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  make  the  attempt  aJ 
that  lime..  ..the  pilots  also  refused  to  take  charge  of  the  vef;^-t•ls, 
Under  these  circumstances,    and  it  being  after  sundown,  I  deter- 
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iBined  to  haul  off  and  renew  the  attack  next  morning.  We  beat 
up  in  good  order,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Royal  George  and 
batteries,  to  Four  Mile  Point,  where  we  anchored.  It  blew  heavy 
in  squalls  from  the  westward  during  the  night,  and  there  was  ev- 
ery appearance  of  a  gale  of  wind.  The  pilots  became  alarmed, 
and  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  get  into  a  place  of  more  safety. 
J  therefore  (very  reluctantly)  deferred  renewing  the  attack  upon 
the  ship  and  forts  until  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 

At  7  A.  M.  on  the  1 0th,  I  made  the  signal  to  weigh,  and  we 
beat  out  of  a  very  narrow  channel,  under  a  very  heavy  press  of 
sail  to  the  open  lake.  At  10  we  fell  in  with  the  Governor  bmi- 
€oe,  running  for  Kingston,  and  chased  her  in  the  harbour,  bhe 
escaped  by  running  over  a  reef  of  rocks,  under  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  Governor  Tompkins,  the  Hamilton,  and  the  Julia,  which  cut 
her  very  much.  All  her  people  ran  below  while  under  the  fire  of 
these  vessels.  The  Hamilton  chased  her  into  nine  feet  water  be- 
fore she  hauled  off  We  tacked  to  the  southward  with  an  inten- 
tion of  running  to  our  station  at  the  Ducks,  but  it  coming  on  to 
blow  very  heavy,  the  pilots  told  me  it  would  be  unsafe  to  keep 
the  lake. 

«  In  our  passage  through  the  Bay  of  Quanti,  I  discoveied  a 
schooner  at  the  village  of  Armingstown,  which  we  took  posses- 
sion of,  but  finding  she  would  detain  us,  (being  then  in  chase  of 
the  Royal  George)  I  ordered  Lieut.  Macpherson  to  take  out  her 
sails  and  rigging  and  burn  her,  which  he  did.  We  also  took  the 
schooner  Mary^Hall  from  Niagara,  at  the  mouth  of  Kingston  har- 
bour, qnd  took  her  with  us  to  our  anchorage.  The  next  morning, 
finding  that  she  couid  not  beat  through  the  channel  with  us,  I 
ordered  the  sailing  master  in  the  Growler  to  take  her  under  con- 
voy and  run  down  past  Kingston,  anchor  on  the  east  end  of  Long 
Island  and  wait  for  a  wind  to  come  up  on  the  east  side.  I  was 
also  in  hopes  that  the  Royal  George  might  be  induced  to  follow 
her  for  the  purpose  of  re  taking  our  prize,  but  her  commander 
was  too  well  aware  of  the  consequences  to  leave  his  moorings. 

«  We  lost  in  this  affair,  one  man  killed  and  three  slightly 
wounded,  with  a  few  shot  through  our  sails.  The  other  vessels 
lost  no  men,  and  received  but  little  injury  in  their  hull  and  sails, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Pert,  whose  gun  bursted  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action,  and  wounded  her  commander,  (sailing  master 
Arundelj  badly,  and  a  midshipman  and  three  men  slightly.  Mr. 
Arundal,  who  refused  to  quit  the  deck  although  wounded,  vyas 
knocked  overboard  in  beating  up  to  our  anchorage,  and  I  am  sor- 
ry to  say  was  drowned. 

«  The  Royal  George  must  have  received  very  considerable  in- 
jury in  he  hull  and  in  men,  as  the  gun  vessels  with  a  long  32 
"pounder,  were  seen  to   strike  her   alnnost  every    shot,  and  it  was 
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observed  t!iat  she  was   reinforced  with  troops  four  different  times 
during  the  action 

"  I  iiave  great  pleasure  in  fayinc^,  that  the  offictrsand  men  on 
board  every  vessel  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness,  and  are  ex- 
trennely  anxious  to  meet  the  enemy  on  the  open  lake  ;  and  as 
long  as  I  have  the  honour  to  command  such  oflirers  and  such 
men,  1  have  no  doubt  of  the  result." 

The' following,  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  action  in  Kings- 
ton harbour,  is  taken  from  the  notes  of  an  officer  on  board  the 
fleet  during  the  action  : 

**  At  50  minutes  after  2,  set  top  gallant  sails  ;  5  minutes  after 
3,  the  batteries  on  India  and  Navy  points  opened  their  fire  on  the 
leading  vessels.  Lieut.  Elliot  of  the  Conqut^st  pushed  forward,  and 
went  in  the  handsomest  style  :  he  was  followed  by  the  Julia, 
Frant....Pert,  Aurundle... .Growler,  Mix  ;  next  came  the  brig 
bearing  the  commodore's  broad  pendant. ...then  the  Hamilton, 
Lieut  M'Pherson,  and  Goverjjor  Tompkins,  Lieut.  Brown,  who 
was  fai  astern,  having;  been  despatched  in  the  earl}'  part  "f  the 
day  on  particular  business.  12  minutes  after  3,  Lieut.  Elliot  open- 
ed his  fire  ;  i  5  minutes  after  3,  the  Pertj  Growler,  and  Julia  com- 
menced their's;  20  minutes  after  3,  batteries  opened  on  the  brig, 
and  she  sustained  the  principal  part  of  the  fire  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  action  ;  22  minutes  after  3,  signal,  "  engage  closer," 
thrown  out,  and  answered  by  all  ;  25  minutes  after  3,  the  Pert's 
gun  burst  ;  Aurunde!  wounded  badly. ...(ht  wasafterwards  knocked 
ovpr  by  the  boom,  and  drowned  !)  ;  30  minutes  after  3,  Gainet 
killed  aboard  the  brig;  40  minutes  after  3,  brig  opened  her  fire 
on  the  ship,  and  the  ship  on  the  Hamilton  ;  fire  continued  with 
astonishing  alacrity. 

"  4  o'clock,  ship  George  cut  her  cables  and  run  away  further  up 
the  bay.  The  squadron  is  now  exposed  to  the  cross  fire  ot  five 
batteries,  of  flying  artillery,  of  the  ship  with  springs  on  her  ca- 
bles so  as  to  enable  her  to  bring  her  guns  to  bear.  The  Govern- 
or Tompkins  now  bears  up  in  the  bay  and  opens  her  fire  !  and  the 
firing  becomes  general  and  very  warm  !  Showers  of  round  and 
grape  fall  around  us. 

"  Half  past  4,  hauled  by  the  wind,  and  began  to  beat  cut  of  the 
bay,  as  night  was  closing  in,  and  the  prospect,   blowing  weather 

....anchored  two  miles  out  in  full  sight heavy   gales   all  night 

continued  in  sight  next  day.. ..the  Royal  George  was  too  prudent 
to  venture  out. 

**  Our  sailors  had  no  grog  :  they  need  no  stimulous  of  that 
kind  ;  they  seem  to  have  no  fear  of  death.  I  was  by  the  side  of 
Garnet  a  few  moments  before  he  fell.  He  was  laughing  heartily, 
and  in  that  act  was  cut  in  two  by  a  nine  pound  shot.  1  after- 
wards saw  his  countenance  ;  it  seemed  as  if  the  smile  had  not  yet 
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left  it.  This  disaster  only  exasperated  cur  seamen  ;  they  prayed 
and  ^. (treated  to  be  laid  close  aboard  the  Royal  George  only  5 
minutes,  "  ju?t  to  revenge  Garnet's  death." 

One  incident  deserves  notice,  which  does  great  honour  to  Capt. 
Chauncy When  going  into  the  harbour,  he  directed  the  squad- 
ron to  level  their  fire  as  much  as  possible  again.st  the  Royal  Geotge 
and  batteries,  as  it  was  not  his  wish  to  do  injury  to  individuals,  by 
beating  down  the  houses  at  Kingston. 

Operations  on  lake  Erie On  the  morning  of  the  8th  October, 

two  Britiah  vessels,  the  Detroit  and  raltdonia,  came  down  the 
lal<e  and  anchored  under  the  guns  ©f  fort  Erie.  Lieut,  Elli:-t, 
then  at  Bl.ack  Rock,  had  the  superintendance  of  our  naval  affairs 
on  that  lakf.  He  immediately  conceived  a  project  for  their  cap- 
ture, though  his  seamen  had  not  then  arrived  :  and  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  succeeding  day  most  gallantly  effected  his  object,  as  re- 
lated in  the  following  extract  from  his  official  lettei  to  the  Secre- 
tary  of  the  Navy  : 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  Oct.  two  British  vessels,  which  I 
was  informed  were  bis  Britannic  majesty's  brigs  Detroit,  late  the 
United  States'  brig  Adams,  and  the  brig  Hunter,  mounting  14 
guns,  but  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  the  brig  Caledonia^  both 
said  to  be  wefl  armed  and  manned,  came  down  the  lake  and  an- 
chored under  the  protection  of  fort  Erie.  Having  been  on  the 
lines  for  some  time,  and  in  a  measure  inactively  employed,  I  de- 
termined to  make  an  attack,  and  if  possible  get  possession  of  them. 
•A  strong  inducement  to  this  attempt  arose  from  a  conviction  that 
with  these  two  vessels,  added  to  those  which  I  have  purchased  and 
am  fitting  out,  I  should  be  able  to  meet  the  remainder  of  the  Brit- 
ish'force  on  the  upper  lakes,  and  save  an  incalculable  expence  and 
labour  to  the  government.  On  the  morning  of  their  arrival  I 
heard  that  our  seamen  were  but  a  short  distance  from  this  place, 
and  immediately  despatched  an  express  to  the  officers  directing 
them  to  use  all  possible  dispaich  in  getting  their  men  to  this  place, 
as  I  had  important  service  to  perform.  On  their  arrival^  which 
was  about  12  o'clock,  I  discovered  that  they  had  only  20  pis- 
tols, and  neither  cutlasses  or  battle  axes.  But  on  application  to 
Gens.  Smith  and  Hall,  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  1  was  supplied 
with  a  few  arms,  and  Gen.  Smith  was  so  good  on  my  request,  as 
immediately  to  detach  fifty  men  from  the  regulars,  armed  with 
muskets. 

<*  By  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  had  my  men  selected  and 
stationed  in  two  boats,  which  1  had  previously  prepared  for  the 
purpose.  With  these  boats,  fifty  men  in  each,  and  under  circum- 
stances very  disadvantageous,  my  men  having  scarcely  had  time 
to  refresh  themselves  after  a  fatiguing  march  of  500  miles,  I  put 
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off  from  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  creek,  at  1  o'clock  the  following 
morning,  and  at  6  I  was  along  side  the  vessels.  In  the  space  of* 
about  10  minntes  I  had  the  prisoners  all  secured,  the  topsails  .vheet- 
ed  home,  and  the  vessels  under  way.  Unfortunately  the  wind 
was  not  sufficiently  strong  to  get  up  a  rapid  current  into  the  lake, 
where  I  had  understood  another  armed  vessel  lay  at  anchor,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  run  down  the  river  by  the  forts,  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  round,  grape,  and  canister,  from  a  number  of  pieces  of 
heavy  ordnance  and  several  pieces  of  flying  artillery,  was  ocm- 
pt  lied  to  anchor  at  a  distance  of  about  400  yards  from  two  of  their 
batteries.  After  the  discharge  of  the  first  gun,  which  was  frcm 
the  flying  artiller}',  1  hailed  the  shore,  and  observed  to  the  offi- 
cer, that  if  another  gun  was  fired  I  would  bring  the  prisoners  on 

deck,  and  expose    them  to  the   same  fate  we  should  all  share 

but  iiotwithstanding  they  disregarded  the  caution,  and  continued 
a  constant  and  destructive  fire.  One  single  momer>t'»  reflection 
determined  me  not  to  commit  an  act  that  would  subject  me  to 
the  imputation  of  barbarity  The  Caledonia  had  been  beached  in 
as  safe  a  position  as  the  circumstances  would  admit  of,  under  one 
of  our  batteries  at  Black  Rock.  I  now  brought  all  the  guns  of  the 
Detroit  on  one  side  next  the  enemy,  stationed  the  men  at  them, 
and  directed  a  fire  which  was  continued  as  long  as  our  ammuni- 
tion lasted,  and  circumstances  permitted.  During  the  contest  I 
endeavored  to  get  the  Detroit  on  our  side,  by  sounding  a  line, 
there  being  no  wind  on  shore,  with  all  the  line  I  could  muster ; 
but  the  current  being  so  strong  the  boat  could  not  reach  the  shore. 
I  then  hailed  cur  shore,  and  requested  that  warps  would  be  made 
fast  on  land,  and  sent  on  board  ;  the  attempt  to  all  which  again 
proved  useless.  As  the  fire  was  such  as  would  in  all  probability, 
sink  the  vessel  in  a  short  time,  I  determined  to  drift  down  the  riv- 
er out  of  reach  of  the  batteries,  and  make  a  stand  against  the  fly- 
ing artillery.  I  accordingly  cut  the  cable,  made  sail  with  very 
light  airs,  and  at  that  instant  discovered  that  the  pilot  had  aban- 
doned me.  I  dropped  astern  for  about  ten  minutes,  when  I  was 
brought  up  on  our  shore  on  Squaw  Island. ...got  the  boarding  boat 
ready,  had  the  prisoners  put  in  and  sent  on  shore,  with  directions 
for  the  officer  to  return  for  me  and  what  property  we  could  get 
from  the  brig.  He  did  not  return,  o.ving  to  the  difficulty  in  the 
boat's  getting  on  shore.  Discovering  a  skiff  under  the  counter, 
I  put  the  four  remaining  prisoners  in  a  boat,  and  with  my  officers 
I  went  on  shore  to  bring  the  boat  off  1  asked  for  protection  to 
the  brig,  of  Lieut.  Col.  Scott,  who  readily  gave  it.  At  this  mo- 
ment I  discovered  a  boat  with  about  40  soldiers  from  the  British 
side,  maldng  for  the  brig.  They  got  on  board,  but  were  soon 
compelled  to  abandon  her,  with  the  losfs  of  nearly  all  their  men. 
During  the  whole  of  this  morning,  both  sides  of  the  river  ktpt  up 
alternately  a  continued  fire  on  the  brig,  and  so  much  injured  her 
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tbat  it  was  impossible  to  have  floated  her.  Before  I  left  her,  she 
had  several  luavy  shot  of  large  size  in  her  bends,  her  sails  in  rib- 
bons, and  rigging  all  cut  to  pieces. 

"  To  my  officers  and  men  1  feel  under  great  obligation.  To 
Capt.  Tovvson  and  Lieut.  Roach  of  the  2d  regiment  of  artillery. 
Ensign  Prestman,  of  the  infantry,  Capt.  Ciiapin,  Mr.  John 
M'Ci)mb,  Messrs.  John  Town,  Thomas  Dain,  Peter  Overstocks, 
and  James  Sloan,  resident  gentlemen  of  Buffalo,  for  their  soldier 
and  sailoi  like  conduct.  In  a  v\'ord,  sir,  every  man  fought  as  if 
with  their  hearts  animated  only  by  the  interest  and  honour  of 
their  country. 

"  The  pri>;oners  I  have  turned  over  to  the  military.  The  De- 
troit mounted  six  6  pound  long  guns,  commanding  Lieut,  marine?^ 

a  boatswain  and  gunner,  and  5(3  men about  30  American  pris- 

eners  on  board,  muskets,  pistols,  cutlasses  and  battle-axes.  In 
boarding  her  I   lost  one  man,  one  officer  wounded,    Mr.  John  C. 

Cummiiigs,  acting  midshipman,   a  bayonet    through  the  leg his 

conduct  w^as  correct,  and  deserves  the  notice  of  the  department. 
The  Caledonia  mounted  two  small  guns,  blunderbusses,  pii^tol?, 
musikets,  cutlasses  and  boarding  pikes,  12  men  including  officers, 
10  prisoners  on  board.  The  boat  boarding  her,  commanded  by 
sailing  master  George  Watts,  performed  hi.*-  duty  in  a  masterly 
style.  But  one  man  killed,  and  four  wounded  badly,  I  am  afraid 
mortally." 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  da)',  the  Brit- 
ish boarded  the  Detroit  the  second  time,  and  were  again  dislodged, 
with  the  loss  of  three  prisoners,  and  several  wounded.  She  was 
afterwards  burned  by  the  Americans,  after  having  secured  her 
stores  and  armament.  The  Caledonia,  having  on  board  a  cargo 
of  fur,  valued  at  150,000  dollars,  was  safely  moored  under  the 
batteries  at  Black  Hock. 

Biography  of  Capt.  Elliot The  following  biographical  no- 
tice if  Lieut,  now  Capt  Elliot,  is  from  the  Port  Folio,  and  we 
think  cannot  fail  of  being  interesting  : 

Jkssk  Duncan  Elliot  was  born  in  Maryland,  on  the  14th  of 
July,  17  80.  His  father,  Robert  Elliot,  was  unfortunately  slain  by 
the  Indians  in  the  year  1794,  near  the  Muskingum  river,  while 
trnusacting  busmess  for  the  army  of  the  United  States.  The  par- 
ticular nature  of  this  business  may  be  known  by  the  resolution  of 
congress,  passed  on  this  melancholy  event:  "  Be  it  enacted,  &c. 
that  the  sum  of  two  tiiou-and  dollars  be  allowed  to  the  widow  of 
Robert  Elliot,  who  was  killed  by  a  party  of  hostile  Indians  while 
h?  was  conducting  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  army  command- 
ed :-}\  Maj  .r  G-.i  W-.y!..-  ii-  fh-  year  1794,  and  that"^the  sum  be 
paid  to  her,  to  and  for  the  use  of  herself  and  the  children  of  the 
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said  Robert,  cut  of  any  monies  in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  sp- 
propriated." 

Until  the  year  1804,  Jesse  Elliot  was  engaged  in  prostcuting 
his  regular  studies  in  a  school  in  Pennsylvania,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  midshipman  in  t!.e  navy,  arid  ordered  on  board  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Essex.  The  United  States  being  engaged  in  a  war  with 
the  Barbary  powers,  the  above  mentioned  frigate  was  ordered  to 
cruise  in  the  Mediterranean. 

The  little  fore*,  that  congress  were  enabled  to  detach  for  that 
service. ...their  limited  means  of  annoyance... .tht-  treachery  and  fo- 
rocit\  of  their  barbarous  antagonists,  created  a  deep  responsibility 
in  thi'  officers,  and  conspired  to  introduce  a  system  of  niysculine 
intrepidity,  severity  of  disciplir.e,  and  promptitude  of  obedience, 
of  which,  even  to  the  present  hour,  we  reap  the  beHefits.  The 
treachery  of  our  opponents  taught  our  men  to  be  ever  on  the  alert, 
and  their  cruelty  made  them  bold  and  rasolute  to  rashness.  Know- 
ing how  much  was  expected,  and  how  scanty  were  their  means, 
they  supplied  ever}-  deficiency  by  skill  and  courage.  Contempt  of 
danger  was  so  rigidly  enforced,  that  when  one  of  our  subordinate 
officers  showed  symptoms  of  fear  in  an  engagenoent,  and  was 
tried  by  a  court-martial,  the  commodore  assigned  for  his  acquittal, 
a  reason  no  less  curious  than  just,  (v^z.)  that  the  bare  supposition 
that  one  coward  existed  on  board  of  the  American  fl'-et,  was  of 
itself  a  greater  injury  than  the  condemnation  of  this  man  could 
possibly  be  a  benefit,  as  it  would  rstablish  the  fact.  The  British 
squadron  in  the  Mediterrant  an  minutely  watclied  the  movements 
of  our  little  fleet  for  the  purpose  of  sarcasm  and  jest.  Their  sar- 
casms were  however  soon  converted  into  expressions  of  warm 
admiration. 

Thus  ('oes  llie  sturdy  son  of  Vulcan  deal. 

On  the  hard  anTil  he  toi-menis  his  -t- .  I 

Draw  n  from  the  forgt .  it  ffl.  ws  *ith  angry  lights. 

And  sparkles  indignation  while  he  S'oites 

Fast  fall  the  blows,  hut  they  new  strengt»>  afford, 

Till  chang'd  at  last,  it  shines  the  -war'  ior's  sword.  ^ 

Amidst  such  a  band  of  kindred  spirits,  our  young  midshipmaa 
learned  to  smile  at  danger  while  he  grew  familiar  with  it,  and 
felt  his  ideas  expanded  and  enlarged.  Returning  to  the  United 
States  in  July  1807,  and  desirous  of  obtaining  a  lieutenancy  in 
the  navy,  he  solicited  the  kind  offices  of  Mr.  Robert  Serrit  Smith, 
in  whose  charge  he  had  been  placed  as  well  privately  as  officially, 
to  obtain  a  station  on  board  the  Irijrate  Chesapeake.  He  remain- 
ed in  this  station  until  June  1810,  when  he  was  appointed  acting 
lieutenant  on  board  the  schooner  Enterprize.  This  vessel  was  or- 
dered to  cruise  on  the  coast,  and  to  enforce  the  embargo  lavv.s. 
Lieut.  Elliot  remained  in  this  service  iintil  tb-^  }ear  1810,  and  wa.s 
then  appointed  to  carry  a  despatch  to  Mr.  Pinkney  our  minister  at 
the  court  of  Great  Britair;. 
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@n  his  return  to  the  Uuited  States  he  served  in  the  John  Adams 
until  Septtr-mber  18J1.  From  the  Adams  he  was  transferud  to 
the  Argus,  on  board  of  which  he  acted  as  first  lieutenant,  and  in 
which  he  remained  until  the  followmg  year.  He  was  all  this 
time  preparing  his  mind  for  the  severe  duties  of  his  profession  ; 
for  to  sthii)e  in  gold  lace  and  epaulets,  to  talk  ol  his  own  intrepi- 
dity, to  become  the  petty  hero  of  a  drawing  room,  constituted  no 
part  of  his  ambition.  He  left  that  grovelling  pride-  to  those  who 
can  condescend  to  become  the  heroes  of  thtir  own  fame,  and  who 
■wear  the  badges  of  their  country's  honour  to  show  how  little  they 
deserve  them. 

The  probability  that  an  opportunity  would  be  soon  afforded  of 
distinguishing  himself  in  the  service  of  his  country,  was,  in  his  es- 
timation, becoming  every  hour  more  and  more  remote.  He  saw 
no  prospect  of  war,  and,  fatigued  in  the  chace  of  glory's  brilliant 
visions  that  still  sparkled  over  his  head,  and  still  eluded  his  grasp, 
he  resij^ned  his  mind  to  the  sway  of  the  more  endearing  passions. 
On  the  5th  of  April  1812,  he  was  married  to  Mi.'Js  Frances  Vaughan, 
daughter  of  Mr.  William  Vaughan,  of  Norfolk  county,  Virginia. 
Fortune,  that  capricious  goddess,  as  if  to  try  the  strength  of  his 
attachment  to  arms,  immediately  compelled  him  to  relinquish  the 
sweets  of  domestic  intercourse,  and  the  calm  delights  of  conjugal 
aff(  ction,  for  the  hardier  scenes  of  danger  and  battle  :  war  was 
declared  against  England.  He  immediately  and  with  all  speed 
repaired  to  New  York,  to  rejoin  the  vessel  whence  he  had  been 
furloughed,  and  found,  to  his  mortification,  that  she  had  alieady 
sailed  upon  a  cruize. 

He  was  nevertheless  solicited  by  Commodore  Chauncey  to  em- 
bark with  him  on  a  secret  and  novel  expedition,  to  whieh  he  cor* 
dially  assented,  and  the  commodore  applied  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment to  receive  his  instructions.  Lieutenant  Elliot  was  honoured, 
by  an  appointment  to  the  command  on  Lake  Erie,  and  received 
orders  to  repair  to  that  place  with  all  possible  despatch,  purchase 
what  private  vessels  he  could,  build  two  ships  of  twenty  guns, 
and  as  early  as  possible  have  his  fleet  in  readiness  to  meet  that  of 
the  enemy. 

Lieutenant  Elliot  knew  the  vast  importance  of  the  command  of 
the  lakes  in  our  war  against  Canada  and  the  difficulty  and  delay 
which  would  attend  the  building  of  the  vessels,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  expense.  He  had  indeed,  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions, 
purchased  some  vessels;  but  here  again  he  was  much  embanass- 
ed  with  the  difficulty  of  getting  up  the  Niagara  and  into  the  lake. 
After  revolving  in  his  mind  all  these  obstacles,  he  formed  the  re- 
solution of  boarding  and  capturing  two  British  brigs  of  war,  called 
the  Detroit  and  Caledonia,  lying  under  the  protection  of  the  bat- 
teries on  Fort  Erie.  He  accordingly  embarked  in  two  boats, 
Nvith  fifty  men  in  each,  and  put  off  from  the  mouth  of  Buffalo 
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crepk,  and  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  came  along  side  of  the 
cncm}'.  He  boarded  and  captured  the  two  vf;s,-<  Is,  and  secured 
all  the  prisoners  in  ten  minutes.  Unfortunately  the  wind  wns  not 
strong  L-nouii;'!  to  enabU-  Tjieutenant  Elliot  to  make  head  against 
the  rapid  current  in  the  lake,  and  he  was  compelled  to  anchor  op- 
posite the  enemy's  forts,  within  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
of  their  batteries,  exposed  to  a  heavy  and  incessant  fire  of  round, 
grape,  and  cannister  shot  from  a  number  of  pieces  of  h^avy  ordi- 
nance and  their  flying  artillery.  The  Caledonia  was  however  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  enemy's  guns,  under  one  of  our  batteries 
at  Black  Rock.  Lieut.  Elliot  ordered  all  the  guns  of  the  Detroit 
to  be  mounted  on  one  side,  whence  he  kept  up  a  constant  fire 
against  the  enemy's  batteries  as  long  as  his  ammunition  lasted. 
He  determined  then  to  drop  down  the  river  out  of  reach  of  their 
cannon,  and  make  a  stand  agamst  the  flying  artillery.  At  this  in- 
stant he  discovered,  for  the  first  time,  that  Ins  pilot  had  deserted 
him.  He  however,  cut  the  cable  and  failing  astern,  made  good 
his  way  to  Square  Island.  He  sent  the  boarding  boat  on  shore 
with  the  prisoners,  himself  and  four  others  only  remaining  in  the 
Detroit,  directing  the  officer  to  return  for  him  and  what  property 
they  might  be  able  to  save  from  the  brig.  The  officer  was  unable 
to  return  on  account  of  th^^  strength  of  the  current.  At  length 
discovering  a  skiff  under  the  stern,  he  made  for  the  shore  in  her 
with  the  remaining  part  of  the  crew. 

During  all  this  time  an  incessant  fire  was  kept  up  from  both 
sides  of  the  river  on  the  brig.  She  received  twelve  shot  of  large 
size  in  her  bends,  her  sails  were  reduced  to  ribbands,  and  her  rig- 
ging cut  to  pieces.  Finding  that  all  attempts  to  carry  off  the  De- 
troit was  unavailing,  he  dismantled  her  of  all  her  ordinance  and 
stores  and  set  heron  fire.  The  Caledonia  was  found  to  be  a  ves- 
sel belonging  to  the  north-west  company,  loaded  with  peltry. 
Lieutenant  Elliot's  party  consisted  of  one  hundrtd  men  He  was 
fortunate  enough  to  capture  one  hundred  and  thirty  prisoners  u  itii 
their  officers,  and  to  release  from  capnvity  forty  of  his  own  C'un- 
trymen,  belonging  to  the  fourth  U.  S.  regiment.  Lieut.  E\\\ot  on 
boirding  opposed  three  of  the  enemy  with  no  oth  i  veapon  than 
his  cutlass.  Duriiig  the  hottest  of  the  fire  from  the  batteries,  a 
cannon  shot  p^issed  through,  and  striking  a  large  silver  wedge  de- 
posited in  a  trunk  belonging  to  one  of  the  officers,  bent  it  double. 
This  wedge  is  still  preserved  as  a  curiosity. 

So  sensible  were  congress  of  the  gallantry  and  skill  of  this 
vou'.io-  officer,  as  displayed  in  this  exploit,  that  they  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  :  "  Be  it  enacted,  he.  that  the  president  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  have  distributed 
as  prize  money  to  Lieut.  Elliot,  his  officers  and  companions,  or  to 
their  widows  and  ciiildren,  the  sum  of  twelve  thou;and  dollars, 
for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  brig  Detroit."     "  Re- 
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soh'eci,  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
fa\'  requested  to  present  to  Lieut.  Elliot  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
Statts,  an  ekgant  sword  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  in 
testimony  of  the  just  sense  entertained  by  congress  of  his  gallant- 
ry and  good  conduct  in  boarding  and  capturing  the  British  brigs 
Detroit  and  Caledonia,  while  anchored  under  the  protection  of 
Fort  Erie." 

Shortly  after  this  brilliant  exploit,  Lieut.  Elliot  left  Erie  and  ar- 
rived at  Sacket's  Harbour,  where  he  joined  Commodore  Chauncey. 
The  commodore  sailed  on  the  8th  cf  November  with  six  schoo- 
ners in  quest  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  on  the  same  day  ft-U  in 
with  the  Royal  George.  Losing  sight  of  her  in  the  night,  he 
discovered  her  the  next  morning  riding  in  Kingston  channel,  uji- 
der  the  protection  of  the  batteries.  He  immediately  followed  her 
into  the  channel  where  he  engaged  her  and  the  batteries  for  an 
hour  and  three  quarters,  and  determined  to  board  her  in  the  night. 
But  as  the  wind  blew  directly  on  shore,  and  the  pilot  refused  to 
take  charge  of  the  vessels,  the  commodore  was  reluctantly  com- 
pt-llcd  to  forego  his  determination.  Lieut.  Elliot  commanded  the 
leading  vessel  in  this  engagement. 

On  the  24th  of  July  Lieut.  Elliot  was  promoted  over  thirty  lieu- 
tenants,  to  the  rank  of  master  commandant.  Being  appointed  to 
command  the  Madison  m  Commodore  Chaancey's  fleet,  when  that 
officer  sailed  for  York,  on  his  arrival  he  discovered  that  he  could 

not  bring  his  ship  into  action  from  the  shoaliness  of  the  water 

Ih:  then  volunteered  his  services,  and  asked  and  obtained  the 
commodore's  permission  to  lead  the  small  vessels  employed  in  co- 
vering the  troops  while  they  were  landing  and  attacking  the  bat- 
teries. Gen.  Dearborn  embarked  his  troops,  amounting  to  seven- 
teen hundred  men,  on  board  Com.  Chauncey's  fleet,  and  arrived 
nt  York,  the  capita!  of  Upper  Canada.  The  squadron  taking  a 
pnsitinn  to  the  westward  and  southward  of  the  fort,  covered  the 
debarkation  of  the  troops.  The  rifleraen  under  Major  Forsvlh 
landed  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  seven  hundred  regulars  with  one 
hundred  Indians  marched  to  oppose  the  landing  of  the  American 
army.  Gen.  Pike  with  seven  hundred  men  having  effected  a  land- 
ing, routed  iht-  enemy  and  pushed  direct  for  the  principal  batteries. 
At  this  time  the  enemy  blew  up  his  magazine,  and  precipitately 
retreated.  Thirty-eight  of  our  men  were  killed  by  this  explo.son, 
amongst  whom  we  have  to  lament  the  gallant  Pike,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  were  wounded.  The  town  surrendered  by 
capitulation,  and  Capt.  Elliot  was  appoij)ted  by  Com.  Chauncey  to 
see  that  the  articles  Vv-ere  carried  into  execution  on  the  part  of 
the  navy. 

After  his  return  to  Sacket's  Harbour,  he  found  an  officer  of 
usual  rank  in  \vaiting  for  the  Madison,  while  he  himstlf  was  or- 
dered by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  take  the  command  of  one 
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of  the  brigs  on  L^ke  Eric.  He  complied  with  this  order,  not 
without  regret,  desiring  as  he  did  to  be  with  Com.  Chaunccy  in 
the  action  hourly  expected  to  be  fought  on  Lake  Ontario,  He  vo- 
lunteered until  after  the  contemplated  action  to  serve  on  board  the 
General  Pike  as  acting  first  lieutenant.  He  made  this  prop.sition 
however  with  reluctance,  as  he  thought  that  his  rank  and  services 
entitled  him  to  a  more  conspicuous  command. 

When  the  squadron  was  ready  for  sea  and  had  procet'ded  to 
the  head  of  the  lake,  information  was  received  tliat  the  American 
fleet  was  blockaded  at  Erie,  that  the  siege  of  Fort  Meigs  was 
raised,  and  that  the  troops  were  wailing  for  the  navy  to  cover 
their  crossing  to  Maiden.  The  commodore  commusiicatt^d  this  in- 
telligence to  Capt.  Elliot.  He  was  then  under  a  belief  that  Sir 
James  Yeo  would  not  venture  out  of  Kingston  and  give  battle  to 
Com.  Chauncey  for  some  time,  and  agreed  to  leave  Ontario  for 
Lake  Erie.  He  accordingly  set  out  with  one  hursdred  voliuiteers, 
arrived  at  Erie  in  five  days,  and  on  the  sixth  sailed  for  Maiden  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy.  On  the  iOth  of  September  the  enemy's 
fleet  were  discovered  at  sun  rise  from  Put-in-bay,  where  the  Ame- 
rican squadron,  commanded  by  Commodore  Perry,  were  riding  at 
anchor. 

The  American  commander  immediately  prepared  for  action, 
and  gave  chase  to  the  enemy.  On  the  flag  of  the  commodore's 
vessel  were  inscribed  the  d}ing  words  of  the  gallant  Lawrence.... 
*f  Dont  give  up  the  ship." 

Perry  having  formed  his  line,  bore  down  for  the  enemy's  fleet, 
in  order  of  battle,  and  outsailing  his  squadron,  pursued  his  course, 
with  an  intention  to  come  to  close  quarters,  and  thus  received  the 
whole  file  of  the  enemy's  line.  Being  much  annoyed  by  the  long 
guns  of  the  enemy,  with  all  his  rigging  shot  away,  and  his  guns 
ail  dismounted,  the  Lawrence  became  unmanageable,  having 
sustained  the  enemy's  fire  for  two  hours  within  cannister  distance. 
At  this  moment  Com.  Perry  formed  the  resolution  of  shifting  his 
flag,  and  abandoning  the  ship  to  the  care  of  Lieut.  Yarnall.  He 
repaired  in  an  open  boat,  exposed  to  the  whole  range  of  the  ene- 
my's fire,  frorn  his  broad-side  and  small  arms,  on  board  the  Niaga- 
ra commanded  by  Capt.  Elliot.  He  determined  now  on  breaking 
the  enemy's  line,  and  bearing  up  passed  ahead  of  their  two  ships, 
giving  them  a  raking  fire  from  the  right  and  left.  While  this 
bold  manoeuvre  was  performing,  some  circumstances  occurred  that 
induced  Capt.  Elliot  to  quit  his  station  and  proceed  to  the  head  of 
the  line. 

Here  unfortunately  rests  the  difference  between  these  two  gal- 
lant officers.  Com  Perry  states  in  his  official  account  of  this  bat- 
tle, that  he  made  sail  and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  follow  him, 
for  the  purpose  of  closing  with  the  enen)y.  He  further  states, 
that  at  half-past  two  Capt.  Elliot  was  enabled,  by  the  wind  spring- 
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ing  up,  to  bring  his  vessel  gallantly  into  close  action.  Capt.  Elliot 
allerlges  that  at  the  time  the  commodore  relinquished  the  Law- 
rence and  came  on  board  the  Niagara,  he  went  to  the  head  of  the 
line,  unauthorised  and  on  his  own  responsibility.  He  apprehended 
that  the  commodore  was  dead,  and  was  preparing  to  change  ihe 
line  of  battle  when  that  officer  came  on  board  the  Niagara.  Capt. 
KUiot  discove'-ing  an  important  part  of  the  fleet  improperly  placed, 
volunteered  his  services  to  pass  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  hne, 
bring  up  these  vessels  and  place  them  in  a  position  more  capable 
of  annoying  the  enemy.  To  this  proposition  the  commodore  cor- 
dially assented.  Accerdingly  Capt.  Elliot  passed  in  a  small  boat 
down  the  whole  line,  during  which  time  the  lire  of  Xht  enemy- 
was  so  incessant,  that  his  clothes  were  wet  from  the  water  thrown 
all  around  him  by  the  balls.  The  gun  boats  were  at  that  time 
throw iRg  random  and  ineffectual  shot  at  a  distance,  vhen  Capt. 
Etiiot  commanded  them  to  cease  their  firing,  and  t'>  make  sail  and 
follow  him.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  he  placed  them  un- 
der the  stern  of  the  two  heaviest  ships  of  the  enemy.  In  this 
manner  were  the  guu-boats  all  brought  up  and  disposed  by  Capt. 
Elliot,  when,  after  some  considerable  fire,  the  enemy's  fleet  struck 
their  colours.  The  guns  not  having  been  fired  from  the  Somers 
as  he  wished,  he  repaired  on  board  that  vessel  and  fired  the  thirty 
two  pounder  three  times  himself,  while  Commodore  Perry  gallant- 
ly broke  the  line  of  the  enemy,  and  bringing  both  sides  of  the  Ni- 
agara into  action  at  once,  the  fire  from  the  gun-boats  raking  them 
in  another  direction  from  their  sterns,  soon  decided  the  fate  of  the 
day.  It  is  singular  in  such  contests  to  observe  the  accordance 
that  sometimes  happen  in  the  chances  of  war.  Com  Perry,  by 
breaking  the  enemy's  line,  passed  ahead  of  his  two  heaviest  ships, 
and,  as  before  stated,  poured  in  a  raking  fire  from  his  starboard 
guns,  while  the  gun-boats  so  disposed  by  Capt.  Elliot,  saluted  them 
in  the  same  manner  from  their  sterns.  The  larboard  guns  at  the 
same  time  gave  a  raking  fire  to  a  large  schooner  and  sloop  that 
he  passed  at  half  pistol  shot  distance. 

We  know  not  whether  another  instance  can  be  produced  in  the 
annals  of  naval  history,  of  bringing  all  the  guns  of  a  single  ship  to 
bear,  and  so  effectually  upon  the  enemy  as  was  done  by  his  bold 
project  of  breaking  their  line.  It  is  no  less  astonishing  that  Capt. 
Elliot,  without  knowing  how  the  senior  officer  proposed  to  manage 
the  Niagara,  should  on  his  own  responsibility,  at  such  a  time  have 
placed  the  gun  boats  under  the  sterns  of  the  enemy's  largest  ships. 
We  see  two  great  and  gallant  minds,  maintaining  an  immoveable 
serenety  in  the  midst  of  danger,  and  occupied  solely  by  one  great 
object,  the  destruction  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  acting  strictly  in 
concert,  although  unconscious  of  it  themselves.  It  proves  how 
nearly  this  etherial  spirit  is  the  sarce   oh  whatever  portion  of  hu- 


94  SKETCHES     OF 

manily  it  acts,  and  that  it  is  al\va3-s  consistent  in  the  display  of  its 
proper  character. 

We  all  can  admire  the  courage  and  skill  of  a  successful  warrior. 
Wherever  victory  impresses  her  dazzling  stamp,  we  dare  not  call 
in  question  the  act  that  passes  her  consecrated  seal.  And  yet  if 
we  soberly  investigate  the  matter,  how  nearly  is  even  this  wonder 
of  the  million  allied  to  glorious  rashness.  We  will  suppose  that 
thi-  light  breeze  which  favoured  Perry  when  he  went  on  board  the 
Niagara,  and  enabled  him  to  pass  triumphantly  through  the  ene- 
1T13  's  line,  had  settled  to  a  dead  calm  when  he  had  reached  the 
head  of  the  hostile  ships.  They  would  have  wore  round,  and  he, 
exposed  to  two  full  broadsides,  and  incapable  of  extricating  him- 
self, must  have  surrendered.  But  his  raking  fire  threw  every  thing 
into  coiifusion,  and  while  he  was  rounding  to,  to  pass  the  d<-file 
again,  the  thunders  of  the  gun-boats  were  breaking  on  their 
sterns.  On  such  nice  and  delicate  points  rests  the  reputation  of  a 
hero.  That  successful  breath  of  wind  consecrated  to  fame  the 
character  of  the  American  navy. 

We  hope  it  may  not  be  deemed  altogether  unappropriate,  since 
we  have  traced  the  character  of  this  great  spirit  when  surrounded 
by  the  lustre  of  victory,  to  observe  its  complexion  under  the 
shade  of  misfortune.  Commodore  Barclay,  the  British  command- 
er had  participated  in  Nelson's  lustre.  Wounded  and  faint  from 
the  losi  of  blood,  he  was  carried  below  ;  he  beheld  his  fleet  dis- 
persed and  captured  with  all  that  mortification  felt  b}^  a  generous 
and  ardent  mind,  compelled  to  submit,  but  not  conquered  or  en- 
slaved by  misfortune.  He  is  sent  home  a  prisoner  on  parole,  and 
a  festival  is  given  by  his  countrymen  to  hi?  honoui.  At  that  time 
and  at  that  place,  the  toast  of  that  gallant  and  heroic  officer  is. 
Commodore  Perry^  the  brave  and  gew^rous  enemy.  Nothing  in 
all  that  has  been  said  to  Perry's  honour  equals  this,  and  it  may  be 
generously  letorted  by  every  high  minded  American,  that  the  gal- 
lant soul  who  could  indulge  in  such  a  sentiment,  has  achieved  a 
victory  over  misfortune  more  glorious  than  even  the  triumph  of 
Erie.  To  Capt.  Elliot  belongs,  beyond  all  dispute,  an  important 
share  in  the  lustre  of  this  memorable  day.  The  moment  he  per- 
ceives the  commodore's  flag  shitted  on  board  his  own  ship,  he  con- 
siders what  service  he  can  now  render,  what  new  dangers  he  can 
encounter  with  a  prospect  of  advantage.  He  assumes  the  com- 
mand of  the  gun-boats  with  the  same  promptitude  that  he  relin- 
qui^h.d  his  own  vessel,  intent  only  on  serving  his  country,  and 
giving  lustre  to  her  name.  Let  the  highest  authority  known  to 
our  laws  speak  for  themselves  on  this  occasion.  Congress  passed 
the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed t  ■■  c-iuse  gold  medals  to  be  struck,  emblematic  of  the  action  be- 
tween the  two  squadrons,  and  to  be  presented  to  Capt.  Perry  aud 
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to  Gapt.  Jesse  Elliot,  in  such  manner  as  will  be  most  agreeable  to 
them,  and  that  the  president  be  further  requested  to  present  a  sil- 
ver medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  to  each  of  the  com- 
mis-Moned  officers  either  of  the  navy  or  army,  and  a  sword  to 
each  of  the  midshipmen  and  sailing  masters  who  so  nobly  distin- 
gui.^hed  themselves  on  that  day." 

Capt.  Elliot,  after  the  action  on  Erie,  was  entrusted  with  the 
arrangement  of  Gen.  Harrison's  beats  in  the  embarkation  ajid  de- 
barkation of  his  troops,  when  he  assumed  the  command  of  the 
fleet,  and  went  up  the  lake.  When  Gen.  Harrison's  army  ad- 
vanced, he  selected  some  of  his  best  men  to  man  three  gun  boats, 
for  the  purpose  of  boarding  a  force  of  gun  boats  the  enemy  were 
said  to  have  collected  in  the  Thames.  These  vessels  unfortunate- 
ly fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Britisi),  who  destroyed  them  by  fire 
before  they  were  ready  for  action. 

Capt.  Elliot  afterwards  received  orders  to  take  the  command  of 
the  fleet  on  lake  Erie,  and  make  preparations  for  the  reduction  of 
fort  Mackinac  in  the  spring.  He  received  the  thanks  of  the  com- 
inittee  of  Pennsylvania,  the  state  from  which  he  was  introduced 
into  the  navy,  accompanied  by  a  gold  medal. 

Capt.  Elliot  is  now  attached  to  the  squadron  commanded  by 
Com.  Chauncey  on  lake  Ontario,  and  has  signalized  himself  in 
such  a  manner,  as  to  have  received  the  most  marked  acknowl- 
edgements from  that  gallant  and  intrepid  officer. 

The  private  life  of  Capt.  Elliot  affords  a  delightful  and  reposing 
contrast  to  that  character  in  which  we  have  all  along  seen  him 
invested.  The  warm  and  generous  friend,  the  kind  and  hospitable 
companion,  and  the  affectionate  husband,  are,  at  such  seasons,  all 
that  remain  of  him  who  in  the  chase  of  fame  is  so  prodigal  of  ex- 
istence. He  then  cultivates  assiduously  all  the  tender  charities  of 
life,  and  veils  from  sight  the  noble  stock  round  which  they  twine 
for  support,  by  the  intervenuig  blossoms.  The  heart  that  no  dan- 
ger could  move,  yields  to  the  slightest  touch  of  compassion. 

Tims  Ui'   proui!  oak.  when  tempests  rage  on  high, 
Shakes  his  £cn..^u  Iwail  agiii.st  >:ie   rowiiiiiQ  sky  j 
■Rut  wlicn  liis  I)nafh  the  jieli'lfc  Z'pliyv  iieavrs. 
Tile  trenibliiig  c!cv.  -ilvops  ukkl'.'  fiotii  Lis  1-  avt». 
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CHAPTER  TIL 

Naval  opei-ations  on  the  ocean Com.  Rodfrers''  cruise Chase 

of  the  Constitution Capture  of  the  Guerrurr Comparison 

of  American  and  British  frigates Biography  of  C apt.  Hull. 

Corn.  Rodgers^  cruize Com.  Rodgers,  on  the  21st  of  June, 

having:  received  instructions  from  the  navy  dipartment,  and  offi- 
cial information  of  the  declaration  of  war,  sailed  from  New- York, 
on  board  the  President,  having  under  his  command,  also,  the 
United  States,  Congress,  Argus,  and  Hornet.  P  evious  to  leav- 
ing New-York,  he  had  learned  that  the  homeward  bound  Jamai- 
ca fleet  had  sailed  under  convoy,  on  the  ;^Oth  of  the  preceding 
month.  He  shaped  his  course  eastwardly,  in  expectation  of  fall- 
ing in  with  vessels  which  had  seen  the  convoy  ;  and  the  follow- 
ing evening  fell  in  with  an  American  brig,  which  gave  him  such 
information  as  he  desired.  He  novv  cro\^d(.d  all  sail  in  pursuit  ; 
but  the  next  morning  was  taken  out  of  his  course,  by  chasing  the 
British  frigate  Bclvidere. 

The  Belvidere  was  discovered  on  the  23d,  at  6  A.  ivl.  when 
the  squadron  gave  chase.  The  superiority  of  the  President's  sail- 
ing, while  the  breeze  continued  fresh,  enabled  her  to  get  within 
gun  shot  between  4  and  5  P.  M.  when  it  had  moderated  so  much 
as  to  give  very  faint  hopes  of  getting  along  side.  At  tiiis  time, 
perceiving  she  was  training  her  guns  to  bear  upon  the  President^ 
the  latter  commenced  a  fire  at  her  spars  and  rigging,  with  a 
view  to  cripple  and  get  abreast  of  her.  A  fire  was  kept  up  about 
two  hours.  The  President  gave  her  two  or  three  broad  sides, 
and  kept  up  a  well  directed  fire  from  the  chase  guns,  which  cut 
her  sails  and  rigging  very  much,  but  did  not  succeed  in  destroynig 
any  of  her  spars,  although  some  of  them  were  much  wounded. 
The  President  all  this  time  was  exposed  to  a  running  fire  from 
her  4  stern  chasers  ;  and  once  the  British  frigate  commenced  a 
fire  from  her  main  deck,  with  an  intention  of  raking  the  Presi- 
dent with  a  broadside,  but  at  that  moment  receiving  one  from  the 
President,  continued  her  course  under  a  press  of  sail,  and  used 
only  her  stern  guns.  All  sail  was  crowded  in  pursuit,  but  in  vain. 
The  chase  was  now  throwing  overboard,  every  thing  that  could 
be  spared,  to  increase  her  sailing,  and  escaped  by  the  lightness  of 
the  wind.  Four  of  her  boats  were  seen  floating  by  the  President 
completely  knocked  to  pieces,  together  with  a  great  number  of 
casks,  spars,  fire. 

The  President  received  a  considerable  number  of  shot  in  her 
sails  and  rigging,  but  was  not  materially  injured  The  chase  was 
continued  till  about  midnight,  when  ii  was  relinquished  as  hope- 
less,   and  the  President  hove  too  for  the  squadron  to  come  up 
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Early  in  the  chase,  one  of  the  President's  chase  guns,  on  the  gun 
deck,  burst,  and  injured  the  upper  deck  so  much,  as  to  prevent 
the  use  of  the  chase  guns  on  that  side  for  a  considerable  time. 
The  President  had  three  killed  and  nineteen  wounded,  most  of  the 
latter  slightly  ;  of  the  wounded  16  were  by  the  bursting  of  a  gun. 
By  the  same  gun  Com.  Rodgers  had  his  leg  fractured. 

On  board  the  Belvidere  two  were  killed  and  seven  wounded  ; 
among  the  latter,  her  captain  and  one  lieutenant. 

The  squadron  then  resumed  its  course  in  pursuit  of  the  Jamai- 
ca fleet,  but  received  no  further  intelligence  of  it  until  the  29th 
of  June  ;  when  on  the  western  banks  of  Newfoundland,  an  Amer- 
ican schooner  was  spoken,  the  master  of  which  give  information 
that  he  had  passed  the  fleet  two  days  before.  On  the  1st  of  July, 
a  little  to  the  eastward  of  Newfoundland  bank,  the  squadron  felt 
in  with  quantities  of  cocoa  nut  shells,  orange  peals,  &c.  which  in- 
dicated that  the  fleet  was  not  far  distant.  The  pursuit  was  now 
continued  with  great  spirit,  though  frequent  interruptions  were 
occasioned  fay  vessels  it  was  necessary  to  pursue.  No  more  in- 
telligence was  obtained  until  the  9th  of  July,  when  a  British  pri- 
vate armed  brig  was  captured.  She  had  seen  the  fleet  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  and  had  counted  eighty  five  sail.  The  convoy 
consisted  of  a  two  decker,  a  frigate,  a  sloop  of  war,  and  a  brig. 

This  was  the  last  intelligence  the  coipmodore  received  of  the 
fleet.  He  continued  the  pursuit  until  the  13th  of  July.  He  was 
then  within  eighteen  or  twenty  hours'  sail  of  the  British  channel.. 
The  Commodore  now  directed  the  squadron  to  steer  for  Madeira. 
It  passed  close  by  that  island  on  the  21st  of  July  ;  thence  near 
the  Azores  ;  returned  by  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  enter* 
ed  the  port  of  Boston,   after  a  cruize  of  upwards  of  two  months. 

During  the  cruize  seven  merchant  vessels  were  captured,  and 
one  American  re-captured. 

Though  this  cruize  was  not  attended  with  any  success  of  a 
brilliant  nature,  yet  it  was  productive  of  considerable  advantage,, 
by  the  American  squadron  being  thus  united,  and  cruizing  for 
such  a  length  of  time,  the  attention  of  the  British  vessels  waa 
diawn  from  the  harbours  of  the  United  States,  while  they  went 
in  quest  of  it.  Thus  an  almost  incalculable  amount  of  American 
property,  that  would  otherwise  have  been  captured,  was  brought 
safe  into  port. 

Chase  of  the  Constitution On  the    12th  of  July,  the  United 

States'  frigate  Constitution,  Capt.  Hull,  sailed  from  Chesapeake 
bay.  On  the  16th  Capt.  Hull  saw  and  gave  chase  to  a  frigate, 
but  vvas  unable,  the  wind  being  light,  to  come  up  with  her  before 
night.  It  continued  calm  during  the  night.  In  the  morning. 
Captain    Hull    found   hirnself  near  an  enemy's  squadroo,    con- 

N 


9B  SKETCHES  OF 

sisting  of  one  ship  of  the  Tine,  four  frigates,  a  brig  and  a 
schooner.  The  nearest  frigate  was  within  gun-shot.  It  was  z 
dead  calm.  The  British  in)mediately  put  all  the  boats  of  the 
squadron  to  two  frigates,  and  thereby  gained  on  the  Constitution, 
and  brougiit  some  of  their  bow  guns  to  bear.  The  Constitution 
occasionally  fired  her  stern  chasers.  In  this  state  the  vessels  con- 
tinued all  that  day.  On  the  following  morning  a  light  breeze 
sprang  up,  which  enabled  the  Constitution  to  escape,  after  a  chase 
of  sixty-four  hours.  During  the  whole  of  this  time,  her  gallant 
crew  remained  at  tlieir  quarters  without  a  murmur.  So  ably  and 
successfully  did  Capt.  Hull  manoeuvre  hi*  vessel  on  this  occasion, 
that  it  excited  admiration  even  in  the  British  admiral.  The  Con- 
stitution arrived  safe  in  Boston. 

On  the  2d  of  Aug.  she  again  sailed  from  Boston.  Capt.  Hull 
stood  to  the  eastward,  along  the  coast,  in  hopes  of  falling  in  aith 
one  of  the  Eiitish  frigates,  reported  to  be  cruizing  in  that  direc- 
tion. He  passed  near  the  coast,  as  far  as  the  bay  of  Fundy,  with- 
out seeing  any  vessel  whatever.  Ke  then  r-tn  off  Halifax  and 
cape  Sables.  Seeing  no  tcsscI  for  three  or  four  days,  he  deter- 
mined to  steer  eastward,  toward  Newfoundland.  He  passed 
near  the  isle  of  Sables  ;  and  took  a  station  off  the  Gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence,  near  cape  Race,  to  intercept  vessels  bound  either  to 
or  from  Canada.  While  cruizing  off  this  station  he  captured  two 
merchant  vessels.  On  the  15th  he  discovered  a  convoy  of  five 
sail,  to  which  he  gave  chase.  He  captured  one  of  them,  and  pre- 
vented the  prize  ship  of  an  American  privateer  from  being  taken. 

Having  received  information,  that  the  British  squadron  were 
off  the  Grand  Bank,  and  not  far  distant,  he  determined  to  change 

his  cruizing  ground.       He  accordingly  stood  to  the  southward 

On  the  18th  he  was  informed  by  the  commander  of  an  Am.erican 
privat^cr,  that  a  British  ship  of  war  had  been  seen  the  day  before 
standing  to  the  southward,  and  could  not  be  far  off.  It  was  then 
about  12  o'clock  at  night,  Hull  immediately  made  sail  to  the 
southward,  intending,  if  possible,  to  fall  m  with  her. 

On  the  19th  of  Aug.  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  Constitution  being 
in  latitude  41  degree.*  and  42  minutes  north,  and  55  degrees  33 
minutes  wst  longitude,  a  vessel  was  discovered  to  the  south- 
ward. The  Constitution  inst-intly  made  all  sail  in  chase,  and 
scon  gained  on  her.  At  3  P.  M.  it  could  plainly  be  perceived  she 
was  a  ship  on  the  starboard  tack,  under  easy  sail,  close  hauled  to 
the  wind.  At  half  past  3  >^he  was  ascertained  to  be  a  frigate. 
The  Constitution  continued  the  chase.  At  about  three  miles  dis- 
tance Capt  tiull  ordered  the  light  sails  to  be  taken  in,  the  cours- 
ers to  be  hauled  up,  and  the  ship  to  be  cleared  for  action.  The 
chase  now  backed  her  maintop  sail,  and  waited  for  the  Constitu- 
tion to  come  down.  As  soon  as  the  Constitution  was  ready  for 
action,    she  bore  down,   intending  to  bring   immediately  to  (?lose> 
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action,  the  British  frigate,  which  had  about  this  time  hoisted  three 
Englisli  ensigns  in  token  of  defiance.  As  soon  as  the  Constitu- 
tion came  within  gun-shot,  the  British  frigate  fired  her  broadside  ; 
then  filled  away,  wore,  and  gave  a  broadside  on  the  other  tack. 
They,  however,  produced  no  effect  ;  her  shot  fell  short.  The 
British  frigate  manoeuvred  and  wore  several  times  for  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  in  order  to  obtain  a  raking  position. 
But  not  succeeding  in  this,  she  bore  up  under  her  topsails  and 
Jib  with  the  wind  on  the  quarter.  Capt.  Hull  immediately  made 
sail  to  bring  his  ship  up  with  her.  At  5  minutes  before  six,  P.  M. 
the  Constitution  being  along  side,  within  pistol  shot,  he  ordered 
a  brisk  firing  to  be  commenced  from  all  her  guns,  which  were 
double  shotted  with  round  and  grape  shot,  and  so  well  directed, 
and  so  warmly  kept  up  that,  in  fifteen  minutes,  the  mizenmast 
of  the  British  frigate  went  by  the  board,  and  her  main-yard  in  her 
slings.  Her  hull  was  much  injured  ;  and  her  rigging  and  sails 
torn  to  pieces.  The  fire  was  kept  up,  in  the  same  spirited  man- 
ner, for  fifteen  minutes  longer  by  the  Constitution.  She  had  now 
taken  a  position  for  raking,  on  the  bows  of  the  British  frigate  ; 
when  the  latter  could  only  bring  her  bow  guns  to  bear  on  the 
Constitution.  The  grape  shot  and  small  arms  of  the  Constitution 
completely  swept  the  decks  of  the  British  frigate.  Thirty  min- 
utes after  the  commencement  of  the  action  by  the  Constitution, 
the  mainmast  and  foremast  of  the  British  frigate  went  by  the 
board,  taking  with  them  every  spar  except  the  bowsprit.  She 
then  struck  her  colours,  which  had  been  fastened  to  the  stump  of 
the  mizen-mast.  The  Constitution  then  sat  fore  and  main  sails, 
and  hauled  to  the  eastward  to  repair  damages.  All  her  braces,  a 
great  part  of  her  standing  and  running  rigging,  and  some  of  her 
spars  were  shot  away.  At  7  P.  M.  she  stood  under  the  lee 
of  the  prize  and  sent  a  boat  on  board,  which  returned  at  8, 
with  Capt.  Dacres,  commander  of  the  frigate.  She  was  the  Guer- 
riere,  rating  '6S  and  mounting  49  guns.  The  hull  of  the  Guer- 
riere  was  so  much  shattered,  that  a  few  more  broadsides  would 
have  sunk  her.  She  had  fifteen  men  killed,  sixty-one  wounded, 
and  twenty-four  missing,  who,  it  is  presumed,  were  swept  over- 
board by  the  falling  miasts.  The  Constitution  had  only  seven  kill- 
ed and  seven  wounded. 

The  boats  were  immediately  employed  in  bringing  the  wound- 
ed and  prisoners  on  board  the  Constitution.  About  two  A.  M.  a 
sail  was  discovered  off  the  larboard  beam,  standing  to  the  south. 
The  ship  was  instantly  cleared  for  action.  At  three  the  vessel 
stood  away.  At  day -break,  information  was  received  from  the 
Lieut,  on  board  the  prize,  that  the  ship  was  in  a  sinking  condition, 
and  had  four  feet  water  in  the  hold.  As  soon  as  all  her  crew 
were  removed  from  on  board  of  her,  she  was  set  on  fire,  and  blew 
pp  a  quarter  past  three; 
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Capt.  Hull,  in  his  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  says  ; 
*■'  that  from  the  smallest  boy  in  the  ship,  to  the  cldist  seanian, 
not  a  look  of  fear  was  see:).  They  all  went  into  action  giving 
three  cheers,  and  requesting  to  be  laid  along  side  the  enemy." 

An  instance  of  heroism  may  be  here  given,  which  fully  shows 
tvith  what  spirit  the  American  sailors  entered  into  the  action,  and 
the  noble  enthusiasm  and  bravery  that  animated  them.  In  the 
heat  of  the  engagement,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Constitution,  per- 
ceiving that  the  flag  at  the  fore  top-mast  head  had  been  sliot 
away,  went  up  wifli  it,  and  lashed  it  so  securely,  as  to  render  it 
impossible  to  shoot  it  away,  unless  the  mast  went  with  it. 

Few  events  ever  excited  greater  sensations  of  joy  throughout 
ihe  United  States,  than  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere.  All  the 
principal  towns  through  which  Capt.  Hull  passed,  after  his  return 
to  Boston  welcomed  him  with  every  demonstration  of  joy.  At 
Boston  a  splendid  entertainment  was  given  to  him  and  his  otfi- 
cers.      The  citizens  of  Philadelphia  subscribed  for  tiie  purchase  of 

two  elegant  pieces  of  plate one  to  be  presented  to  Capt.  Hull  ; 

and  the  other  to  Charles  Morris,  his  first  lieutenant. 

The  legislature  of  Nevv-York....the  council  of  the  city  of  Albany  and 
Savannah the  congress  of  the  U.  S the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  Massachusetts,  and  other  public  bodies,  voted  their  thanks 
to  Capt.  Hull,  his  officers  and  crew.  The  order  of  Cincinnati  ad- 
mitted the  Captain  as  an  honourary  member.  And  congress  voted 
50,000  dollars  as  an  indemnification  to  the  captain,  his  officers 
and  crew,  for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  destruction  of  the  Guer- 
riere. 

Much  having  been  said  on  the  disparity  of  force  between  the 
American  44  gun  frigates  and  the  British  38,  the  rates  of  the 
Constitution  and  Guerriere,  it  will,  perhaps,  not  be  out  of  place 
here  to  give  a  comparative  view  of  the  force  of  each.  Both  the 
American  44  gun  ships,  and  the  British  38  gun  ships  are  con- 
structed on  the  same  principles  ;  and  their  guns  are  placed  in  the 
same  relative  position,  forming  batteries  of  a  similar  nature.  The 
guns  in  each  ship  are  placed  on  the  main  or  gun  deck,  the  quarter 
deck,  and  the  forecastle.  The  gun  deck,  which  may  be  consider- 
ed as  the  line  of  defence,  is  about  176  feet  long  in  the  American 
44  gun  ships,  and  about  160  feet  in  the  English  38  gun  ships. 
The  line  of  defence,  therefore,  in  the  American  44  gun  ships  ex- 
ceeds the  English  by  about  16  feet.  But  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
the  length  of  line  of  defence  by  no  mens  implies  strength.  This 
essentially  consists  in  the  number  of  guns  that  can  be  placed  in 
battery,  with  advantage,  in  a  given  line,  and  the  strength  of  the 
rgmparts  and  parapets  ;  in  which  light  the  sides  of  the  ship  may- 
be considered.  A  line  of  defence  of  200  feet,  mounting  30  guns 
in  battery,  would  be  about  one  fourth  weaker,  and  produce  an  ef- 
fect one-fourth  less  than  a  line  of  defence  150  feet  long,  mounting 
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the  same  uumber  of  guns.  The  American  44  gun  ships  mount 
30  twenty- four  pounders  on  the  gun  deck,  24  thirty  two  pound 
carronades,  and  two  eighteen  pounders  on  the  quarter  desk  and 
forecastle  or  upper  decks.*  The  British  38  gun  ships  mount  28 
eighteen  pounders  on  their  gun  deck,  18  thirty-two  pound  car- 
ronades, and  two  eighteen  pounders,  on  their  quarter  deck  and 
forecastle,  besides  a  24  pounder  shifting  gun.  In  an  engagement 
between  ship  and  ship,  the  elHct  produced  is  by  the  broadside  Oi 

the  number  of  guns  placed  in  battery  on  one  side  of  the  ship 

So  that  only  half  the  number  of  guns  in  a  ship  can  be  considered 
as  placed  in  battery  in  its  length  or  line  of  defence.  The  num- 
ber of  guns,  therefore,  of  the  American  44  gun  ships,  placed  in 
battery  in  its  line  of  defence  of  176  feet,  will  be  28.  The  num- 
ber of  guns  in  the  English  38  gun  ships,  placed  in  battery  in  its 
line  of  defence  of  loO  feet,  will  be  24  ;  but  as  they  carry  a  shift- 
ing gun,  which  may  be  placed  in  battery  on  either  side,  the  num-- 
ber  will  actually  be  25.  So  that  the  number  of  guns  in  battery 
in  the  American  44  gun  ships,  will  exceed  those  in  the  English 
38  gun  ships,  only  one-tenth.  But  the  American  line  of  defence 
is  one  tenth  longer,  and  consequently  would  be  one-tenth  weaker 
than  the  English,  if  it  had  only  the  same  number  of  guns  in  bat- 
tery ;  consequently,  the  force  of  each,  when  the  line  of  defence 
and  number  of  guns  placed  in  battery  are  considered,  is  very  near- 
ly  equal. 

The  American  44  gun  ships  carry  twenty-four  pounders  on  their 
gun  decks  ;  the  English  eighteen  pounders.  But  are  not  eigh- 
teen pounders  of  sufficient  weight  of  metal  for  the  service  of  large 
frigates,  and  fully  calculated  to  produce  every  effect  that  may  be 
required  in  an  engagement  between  frigates  ?  Jt  has,  moreover, 
been  asserted  by  the  officers  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  shot  of 
the  Java's  eighteen  pounders  were  only  three  pounds  lighter  than 
those  ©f  the  American  twenty-four  pounders,  after  accurately 
weighing  them  both.  So  that  consequently  the  difference  in 
weight  of  metal  was  only  one-eighth. 

It  has  been  often  asserted  in  the  British  newspapers,  that  the 
American  frigates  were  74's  in  disguise.  It  has  also  been  assert- 
ed by  an  English  naval  commander,  in  his  official  letter,  that  the 
American  44  gun  ships  were  built  with  the  scantling  of  a  74.  If 
hy  this  assertion  he  meant  to  insinuate,  that  the  American  44  gun 
ships  were  of  the  same  nature  with  a  74,  or  a  ship  of  the  line,  he 
has  manifested  an  extreme  want  of  candour  or  want  of  profession- 
al knowledge.  74  gun  ships  are  all  of  the  line,  that  is,  they  have 
guns  mounted  on  two  gun  decks,  extending  the  whole  length  of 
the  ship,  or  its  line  of  defence,  besides  those  on  the  quater  deck 
and  .forecastle  ;    and  in  addition  to  these,  there  are  guns  on  the 

,.    *  .'"'"^  ,re-dtr  will  please  cofitct  a  mistake  in  page  M.  stating  the  Bumlse-i  of  gun*  on  buait! 
■>Vt  <■•  •;— tlwac  are  but  55.  b  -    wua.  . 
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poop.  The  length  of  the  line  of  defence  of  a  74  is  about  the  same 
as  that  of  the  American  44  gun  ships.  A  74  gun  ship  mounts 
about  S8  guns;  therefore,  tlie  number  of  guns  placed  in  battery 
in  h(.r  line  of  defence,  will  be  44  guns ;  and  in  the  American  fri- 
gate of  44  guns,  only  28  in  the  same  line  of  defence.  Conse- 
quently, the  strength  of  the  line  of  defence  of  a  74,  is  not  very 
far  from  double  that  of  an  American  44  gun  ship,  considered  in 
respect  of  the  number  of  guns :  without  taking  into  consideration 
the  ditiVrence  in  weight  of  metal,  and  the  compactness  and 
strength  of  sides. 

Tliis,  we  believe,  sufficiently  demonstrates  the  illiberality  and 
absurdity  of  comparing  the  American  44  gun  frigates  to  British 
74's  with  a  view  to  disparage  the  rising  glory  of  the  American 
Navy,  and  to  depreciate  the  noble  exploits  of  her  gallant  tars. 

Biography  of  Capt.  Hull The  following  biographical  notice 

of  Capt.  Hull  is  taken,  with  some  alterations,  from  the  Analectic 
Magazine. 

"  Capt.  Isaac  Hull  was  born  at  Derb}',  a  small  town  in  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  about  ten  miles  from  New  Haven.  He  its  a 
son  of  the  gentleman  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  capture  of 
some  whale  boats  in  the  Sound  during  the  late  war.  Choosing 
the  sea  for  the  exercise  of  his  profession,  he  entered,  soon  after 
Leaving  school,  on  board  a  merchant  vessel,  and  in  due  course  be- 
came master  of  a  ship.  He  was  in  this  situation  at  the  first  esta- 
blishment of  the  navy,  and,  at  that  time,  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  lieutenant.  In  this  capacity  he  always  ranked  high  as 
an  excellent  seaman,  an  attentive  and  vigilant  officer.  The  situ- 
ation of  the  United  States  for  some  years  past,  it  is  well  known, 
afforded  little  opportunity  for  the  acquisition  of  either  naval  or  mi- 
litary reputation  ;  or  to  obtain  any  other  distinction  than  that 
which  arises  from  an  attentive  discharge  of  an  officer's  daily  du- 
ties." Upon  a  certain  occasion,  however,  during  this  period.  Cap- 
tain Hull  gave  evidence  of  the  spirit  he  has  since  so  abundantly 
manifested.  While  the  Constitution  was  I>ing  at  Spithead,  in 
1811,  one  of  her  seamen  deserted  to  the  Havana,  a  British  frigate 
then  lying  in  the  harbour.  Capt.  Hull  made  demand  of  him,  but 
was  referred  to  the  port  admiral  at  Portsmouth,  and  by  him  in- 
formed that  the  seaman  could  not  be  restored  until  he  was  in- 
structed by  the  admiralty  board  on  the  subject.  In  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  an  American  seaman  swam  from  the  Havana  to  the 
Constitution;  and  being  demanded  by  the  British  commander, 
Capt.  Hull  refused  to  deliver  him  until  he  had  received  instructions 
from  his  government,  taking  for  the  basis  of  his  refusal,  the  pre- 
cedent which  the  British  officer  had  furnished  him  in  the  first  in- 
stance. 

Since  the  declaration  of  war,  he  has  excited  the  public  atten 
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tion  by  the  two  brilliant  exploits  before  related.  The  one  exht- 
biting  an  instance  of  consummate  skill  as  a  seaman,  and  the  other 
of  his  gallantry  as  an  oflicer. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Boston,  after  his  successful  escape  from  the 
British  squadron,  he  found  the  public  ascribing  the  whole  merit  to 
him  :  he  therefore  inserted  the  following  card  in  the  books  of  the 
Exchange  CofTee  house. 

**  Capt.  Hull  finding  that  his  friends  in  Boston  are  correctly  in- 
formed of  hif  situation  when  chased  by  the  British  squadron  oif 
New-York,  and  that  they  are  good  enough  to  give  him  more  cre- 
dit for  having  escaped  it  than  he  ought  to  claim,  takes  this  oppor- 
tunity of  requesting  them  to  transfer  their  good  wishes  to  Lieut. 
MorriSy  anrl  the  other  brave  officers,  and  the  crew  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  very  great  exertions  and  prompt  attention  to  his 
orders  while  the  enemy  were  in  chase.  Capt.  Hull  has  great  pie- 
sure  in  saying,  that  notwithstanding  the  length  of  the  chase,  and 
the  officers  and  crew  being  deprived  of  sleep,  and  allowed  but  lit- 
tle refreshment  during  the  time,  not  a  murmur  was  heard  to  escape 
them." 

It  was  naturally  to  be  expected  that  a  man,  who  had  the  hon- 
est pride  to  decline  monopohzino;  that  praise,  which  he  was  con- 
scious ought  to  be  shared  with  others,  would,  when  opportunity 
offered,  distinguish  himself  iii  the  most  honourable  manner,  Tiiose 
who  are  themselves  conscious  of  desert,  are  the  last  to  claim 
that  praise  which  belongs  to  others  ;  and  those  who  feel  a  capa- 
city to  acquire  reputation,  are  ever  the  most  liberal  in  awarding  it 
to  others.  It  is  only  little  stinted  uiinds  that  are  anxious  to 
claim  that  glory,  which  they  can  only  gain  by  defrauding  their  as- 
sociates :  liberal  henrts  are  not  afraid  even  to  resign  what  they 
can  so  easily  acquire. 

Acccordingly,  we  have  found  Capt.  Hull,  on  the  nineteenth  of 
the  ensuing  Aug.  with  the  same  vessel,  the  same  officers,  and 
the  same  crew,  falling  in  with  a  large  frigate,  which  struck  to 
him  after  a  close  action  of  thirty  minutes.  She  proved  to  be  his 
majesty's  ship  the  Guerriere,  rated  at  thirty-eight  guns,  and  car- 
rying fifty  ;  commanded  by  Capt  J.  R.  Dacres,  who  some  time 
before  had  politely  endorsed  on  the  register  of  a  merchant  ship, 
an  invitation  to  Capt.  Hull  to  give  him  a  meeting  of  this  kind. 

In  this  action,  where  there  was  a  vast  disparity  of  loss  on  »he 
part  of  the  enen^y,  we  think  we  can  trace  some  of  the  effects  of 
Capt.  Hull's  generous  self  denial,  on  his  officers  and  crew...., 
"Whatever  may  be  the  fashion  of  considering  soldiers  and  sailors 
as  mere  machines,  without  capacity  of  being  operated  upon  by 
any  excitement  but  that  of  the  fear  of  punishment,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  all  men,  high  or  low,  are  fond  of  glory,  and  that  this 
fondoes  is  on«'  of  the  stror)a;est  incitements  to  brave  actions,  even 
m  the  most  common  minds.     Mere  discipline,  hovever  indispe^ 
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fiable  it  may  be  to  coirstilute  a  soldier  or  sailor,  is  but  a  tame  iu- 
spirer,  when  compared  with  the  impulse  given  by  the  hope  and 
expectation  of  renown.  It  was  from  this  conviction,  that  all  the 
distinguijhed  commanders  we  ever  read  or  heard  of,  were  care 
ful  to  celebrate  the  valour  of  their  officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  be- 
stow on  them  the  glory  of  every  action.  Men,  let  them  be 
what  they  may,  will  assuredly  make  greater  sacrifices  and  exer- 
tions in  an  engagement,  where,  if  they  cono,uer,  they  share  the 
glory,  than  if  it  is  all  to  be  given  to  their  commander,  let  them 
Jove  him  ever  so  well.  Small  as  may  be  the  portion  of  this  glory 
which  fails  to  the  share  of  each  man,  still  we  are  to  consider, 
that  though  he  is  not  individually  named  in  the  records  of  the 
times,  or  trasmitted  to  future  periods  in  the  page  of  history  ;  yet 
in  that  little  circle  by  which  every  being,  however  insignifi- 
cant, is  surrounded,  he  moves  an  object  of  wonder  :  and  is  a  hsro 
among  the  little  men  of  his  little  world.  In  our  minds,  therefore, 
that  commander  not  only  displays  his  magnanimity,  but  his  knowl- 
edge of  mankind,  who  assigns  a  large  portion  of  his  fame  to  his 
followers.  They  will  fight  the  better  for  it,  and  the  world  will 
make  him  ample  amends  for  his  generosity,  inasmuch  as  this  liber- 
al self-denial  is  a  much  more  rare  and  heroic  quality,  than  mere 
personal  courage  or  military  skill. 

Captain  Hull  has  not  been  at  sea  since  his  return  from  the  cruise 
which  terminated  in  the  capture  of  the  Guerriere,  having  been, 
we  understand,  employed  a  time  in  settling  the  affairs  of  a  deceas- 
ed brother.  It  was  reported,  but  without  foundation,  that  he  was 
under  some  disgust  at  the  command  of  the  Constitution  being  as- 
signed to  Capt.  Bainbridge,  who,  as  his  seniour  officer  had  un- 
doubtedly a  right  to  claim  it  according  to  the  etiquette  of  the  ser- 
vice. Capt.  Hull,  we  are  confident,  knows  too  well  the  dut}' 
which  he  owes  to  his  country  in  this  period  of  danger,  to  desert 
his  colours.  The  sailor  as  well  as  the  soldier  is  a  man  who  in 
war,  by  defending  his  country,  makes  her  amends  for  the  care  she 
extends  to  him  in  the  time  of  peace.  Their  duties  are  reciprocal, 
and  we  think  the  officer  who  in  time  of  war  retires  prematurely 
from  a  station  where  he  has  been  placed  in  the  time  of  peace, 
ought  to  have  the  strongest  motives  for  such  a  desertion. 

This  gallant  officer  is  still  in  the  vigour  of  life  ;  of  pleasing,  un- 
affected manners,  and  of  unblemished  reputation  in  all  the  rela^ 
lions  of  social  life. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Cruize  of  the  Essex Cruize  of  the  IVasp Capture  of  the 

Frolic Loss  of  the  IVasp  and  Frolic Biography  of  Capt. 

Jones. 

Cruize  of  the  Essex Capt.  Porter  of  the  Essex,  sailed  from 

New- York  on  the  3d  July,  shaping  his  course  to  the  southwaid,  in 
pursuit  of  the  Thetis  frigate,  which  he  had  learned  from  a  captur- 
ed vessel,  was  to  sail  from  Jamaica  on  the  26th  June,  with  a 
large  convoy  for  England  :  he  therefore  made  every  exertion  to 
get  off  St.  Augustine  in  time  to  fall  in  with  them,  but  without  ef- 
fect, as  fresh  ga'es  prevailed  from  the  S.  W.  Baffled  in  his  at- 
tempt to  meet  them  there,  he  resolved,  if  possible,  to  intercept 
them  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  made  sail  for  that  pur- 
pose :  but  in  this  he  was  also  disappointed. 

On  the  13th  August,  the  British  sloop  of  war  Alert  of  20  guns, 
ran  down  on  the  weather  quarter  of  the  Essejc.  Her  crew 
gave  three  cheers  and  immediately  commenced  an  engagement  ; 
but  the  Essex  poured  in  such  a  tremendous  fire  that  in  eight  mi- 
nutes the  Alert  was  forced  to  strike  her  colours.  She  had  seven 
feet  water  in  her  hold,  was  much  cut  to  pieces,  and  had  three  of 
her  crew  wounded.  The  Essex  did  not  receive  the  slightest  in- 
jury. 

Capt.  Porter  being  now  much  embarrassed  with  the  number  of 
prisoners  on  board  his  ship,  amounting  to  about  five  hundred,  re- 
solved to  send  them  to  a  British  port,  in  the  Alert  as  a  cartel.  He 
accordingly  threw  her  guns  overboard,  withdrew  from  her  all  the 
Essex's  men,  put  the  prisoners  on  board,  and  despatched  her  as  a 
cartel  to  St.  Johns,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Wilmer,  with 
orders  to  proceed  from  thence  to  New- York,  with  such  Ameri- 
cans as  he  should  receive  in  exchange.  The  Alert,  upon  her  re- 
turn to  the  United  States,  was  fitted  out  as  a  government  ves- 
sel. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  the  Essex  being  in  latitude  36  N.  long. 
62  W.  a  British  frigate  was  discovered  standing  towards  her,  un- 
der a  press  of  sail.  Porter  stood  for  her  under  easy  sail,  with  his 
ship  prepared  for  action ;  and  apprehensive  that  she  might  not 
find  the  Essex  during  the  night,  he  hoisted  a  light.  At  nine  the 
British  vessel  made  a  signal.  It  consisted  of  two  flashes  and  a 
blue  light.  She  was  then  apparently  about  four  miles  distant. 
Porter  stood  for  the  point  where  she  was  seen,  until  midnight, 
when  perceiving  nothing  of  her,  he  concluded  it  would  be  best  to 
heave  to  for  her  until  morning,  concluding  she  had  done  the  same. 
But  to  his  great  surprise,  and  the  mortification  of  his  otficers  and 
orew,  she  was  no  longer  in  sight, 
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On  the  4th  of  September,  the  Essex  being  off  the  laii' ot  Si. 
George's  Bank,  two  ships  of  war  were  discovered  to  the  south- 
ward, and  a  brig  to  the  northward.  The  brig  was  in  chase  of  an 
American  merchant  ship.  Porter  immediately  chased  the  brig, 
which  attempted  to  pass,  and  join  the  rest  of  the  squadron.  This 
he  prevented,  and  compelled  her  to  stand  to  the  northward.  He 
continued  in  chase  of  her,  until  abreast  of  the  American  ship, 
when  the  wind  becoming  light,  she  escaped  by  means  of  her 
sweeps.  On  showing  American  colours,  several  signal  guns  were 
fired  by  the  ships  to  the  southward.  All  sail  was  made  by  them 
in  chase.  At  4  P.  M.  they  had  gained  the  wake  of  the  Essex, 
and  were  coming  up  with  her  very  fast.  Calculating  on  making 
his  escape  by  some  manoeuvre  during  the  night,  he  fired  a  gun  to 
windward.  The  two  ships  still  continued  to  gain  on  the  Essex. 
The  largest  was  considerably  to  windward  of  the  other,  and  about 
five  miles  astern  of  the  Essex.  Capt.  Porter  determined  to  heave 
about  as  soon  as  it  grew  dark,  and  in  case  he  should  not  be  able  to 
pass  her,  he  determined  to  fire  a  broadside  into  her,  and  lay  her 
on  board.  Every  preparation  was  made  for  this  purpose.  The 
crew,  as  soon  as  the  plan  was  proposed  to  them,gave  three  cheers, 
and  were  iw  high  spirits.  At  20  minutes  after  seven,  the  Essex 
hove  about,  and  stood  S.  E.  by  S.  until  30  minutes  after  eight, 
when  she  bore  away  S.  W.  without  seeing  any  thing  more  of 
them.  This  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  a  pistol  was  fired  on 
board  the  Essex,  when  nearest  to  them. 

The  Essex  arrived  safe  in  the  Delaware  a  few  days  after- 
wards. 

Cruize  of  the  Wasp The  Wasp,  Capt.  Jones,  sailed  from  the 

Delaware  on  a  cruize,  the  13th  Oct.  and  on  the  16th,  it  came  on 
to  blow  a  heavy  gale,  which  carried  away  her  jib  boom  and  two 
men.  On  the  17th,  at  11  P.  M.  in  lat.  37  N.  Ion.  65  W.  (the 
track  of  vessels  passing  from  Bermuda  to  Halifax,)  she  found  her- 
self near  five  strange  sail,  steering  westward. 

As  some  of  them  seemed  to  be  ships  of  war,  it  was  thought 
better  to  get  farther  from  them.  The  Wasp  theilixjre  hauled  her 
wind,  and  having  reached  a  few  miles  to  windward,  so  as  to  es- 
cape or  fight  as  the  occasion  might  require,  followed  the  strange 
sail  through  the  night.  At  daybreak  on  Sunday  morning,  Capt. 
Jones  found  that  they  were  six  large  merchant  ships,  under  con- 
voy of  a  sloop  of  war,  which  proved  to  be  the  Frolic,  Captain 
Whinyates,  from  Honduras  to  England,  with  a  convoy,  strongly 
armed  and  manned,  having  all  forty  or  fifty  men,  and  two  of 
them  mounting  sixteen  guns  each.  He  determined,  however,  to 
attack  them,  and  as  there  was  a  heavy  swell  and  the  vvea 
ther  boisterous,  got  down  his  top-gallant  yards,  close  reefed  the 
topsails,  and  prepared  for  action.    About  eleven  o'clock,  the  Fro- 
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he  showed  Spanish  colours,  and  the  Wasp  immediately  displayed 
the  American  ensign  and  pendant.  At  32  minutes  past  eleven, 
the  Wasp  came  down  to  windward,  on  her  larboard  side,  within 
about  60  yards,  and  hailed.  The  enemy  hauled  down  the  Spanish 
colours,  hoisted  the  British  ensign,  and  opened  a  fire  of  cannon 
and  musketry.  This  the  Wasp  instantly  returned,  and  coming 
nearer  to  the  enemy,  the  action  became  close,  and  without  inter- 
mission. In  four  or  five  minutes  the  maintopmast  of  the  Wasp 
was  shot  away,  and  falling  down  with  the  maintopsail  yard, 
across  the  larboard  fore  and  foretopsail  braces,  rendered  her  head 
yards  unmanageable  during  the  rest  of  the  action.  In  two  or 
three  minutes  more  her  gaft  and  mizen-topgallantsail  were  shot 
away.  Still  she  continued  a  close  and  constant  fire.  The  sea 
was  so  rough  that  the  muzzle  of  the  Wasp's  guns  were  frequently 
in  the  water.  The  Americans  fired  as  the  ship's  side  was 
going  down,  so  that  their  shot  struck  on  the  enemy's  deck  or 
below  it,  while  the  English  fired  as  the  vessel  rose,  and  thus  her 
balls  chiefly  pierced  the  rigging,  or  were  thrown  away.  The 
Wasp  now  shot  ahead  of  the  Frolic,  raked  her,  and  then  resumed 
her  position  on  her  larboard  bow.  Her  fire  was  now  obviously 
attended  with  such  success,  and  that  of  the  Frolic  so  slackened, 
that  Capt.  Jones  did  not  wish  to  board  her,  lest  the  roughness  of 
the  sea  might  endanger  both  vessels  ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  few 
minutes  more,  every  brace  of  the  Wasp  was  shot  away,  and  her 
rigging  so  much  torn  to  pieces,  that  he  was  afraid  that  his  masts, 
being  unsupported,  would  go  by  the  board,  and  the  Frolic  be  able 
to  escape.  He  thought,  therefore,  the  best  chance  of  securing 
her  waj!  to  board,  and  decide  the  contest  at  once.  With  this 
view  he  wore  ship,  and  running  down  upon  the  enemy,  the  ves- 
sels struck  each  other,  the  Wasp's  side  rubbing  along  the  Frolic's 
bow,  so  that  her  jibboom  came  in  between  the  main  and  mizzen 
rigging  of  the  Wasp,  directly  over  the  heads  of  Capt.  Jones  and 
the  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Biddle,  who  were  at  that  moment  stand- 
ing together  near  the  capstan.  The  Frolic  lay  so  fair  for  raking, 
that,  they  decided  not  to  board  until  they  had  given  a  closing 
broadside.  Whilst  they  were  loading  for  this,  so  near  were  the 
f-wo  vessels,  that  the  rammers  of  the  Wasp  were  pushed  against 
the?  Frolic's  sides,  and  two  of  her  guns  went  through  the  bow 
poj-^s  of  the  Frolic,  and  swept  the  whole  length  of  her  deck.  At 
'rW  moment.  Jack  Lang,*  a  seaman  of  the  Wasp,  a  gallant  fel- 
ir  J,  who  had  been  once  impressed  by  a  British  man  of  war, 
KyjLed  on  a  gun  with  his  cutlass,  and  was  springing  on  board 
t;s  tiFrolic  :  Capt.  Jones,  wishing  to  fire  again  before  boarding, 
<ndu\  d  '^'ni  down  ;  but  his  impetuosity  could  not  be  restrained,  and 
r  hii 
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he  was  already  on  the  bowsprit  of  the  Frolic  ;  when,  seeuig  itie 
ardour  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Wasp's  crew,  Lieut.  Biddle  mount- 
ed on  the  hammock  cloth  to  board.  At  this  signal  the  crew  fol- 
lowed :  but  Lieut.  Biddle's  feet  got  entangled  in  the  rigging  of 
the  enemy's  bowsprit,  and  midshipman  Baker,  in  his  ardour  to 
get  on  board,  laying  hold  of  his  coat,  he  fell  back  on  the  Wasp'* 
deck.  Hf  sprang  up,  and  as  the  next  swell  of  the  sea  brought 
the  Frolic  nearer,  he  got  on  her  bowsprit,  where  Lang  and  anoth- 
er seaman  were  already.  He  passed  them  on  the  forecastle,  and 
was  surprised  at  seeing  not  a  single  man  alive  on  the  Frolic's 
deck,  except  the  seaman  at  the  wheel,  and  three  officers.  The 
deck  was  slippery  with  blood,  and  strewied  with  the  bodies  of  the 
dead.  As  he  went  forward,  the  captain  of  the  Frolic,  with  two 
other  officers,  who  were  standing  on  the  quarter-deck,  threw 
down  their  swords,  and  made  an  inclination  of  their  bodies,  de- 
noting that  they  had  surrendered.  At  this  moment  the  colours 
were  still  flying,  as,  probably,  none  of  the  seamen  of  the  Frolic, 
would  dare  to  go  into  the  rigging  for  fear  of  the  musketry  of  the 
Wasp.  Lieut.  Biddle,  therefore,  jumped  into  the  rigging  himself 
and  hauled  down  the  British  ensign,  and  possession  was  taken  of 
the  Frolic,  in  forty-three  minutes  after  the  first  fire.  She  was  in 
a  shocking  condition  :  the  birth-deck,  particularly,  was  crowded 
with  dead,  and  wounded,  and  dying  ;  there  being  but  a  small 
portion  of  the  Frolic's  crew  who  had  escaped.  Capt.  Jones  in- 
stantly sent  on  board  his  surgeon's  mate,  and  all  the  blankets  of 
the  Frolic  were  brought  from  her  slop  room  for  the  comfort  of  the 
wounded.  To  increase  this  confusion,  both  the  Frolic's  masts 
soon  fell,  covering  the  dead  and  every  thing  on  deck,  and  she  lay 
a  complete  wreck. 

It  now  appeared  that  the  Frolic  mounted  16  thirty-tw.o  pound 
carronades,  4  twelve  pounders  on  the  main-deck,  and  2  twelve 
pound  carronades.  She  was,  therefore,  superior  to  the  Wo-sp,  by 
exactly  four  twelve  pounders.     The  number  of  men  on  boai'd,  as 

stated  by  the  officers  of  the   Frolic,   was  one  hundred  and  ten 

the  number  of  seamen  on  board  the  Wasp  was  one  hundrec'  and 
two  ;  but  it  could  not  be  ascertained,  whether  in  this  one  Ifti  n- 
dred  and  ten  were  included  marines  and  officers  ;  for  the  Wcisp 
had,  besides  her  one  hundred  and  two  men,  officers  and  marin.es, 
making  the  whole  crew  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-five,  \yhat 
is,  however,  decicive,  as  to  their  comparative  force  is,  that  j*f^jj'  '^^- 
licers  of  the  Frolic  acknowledge  that  they  had  as  many  ro^y.'*?*^ 
they  knew  what  to  do  with,  and,  in  fact  the  Wasp  coul{,^|°"& 
spared  fifteen  men.  There  was,  therefore,  on  the  most  f./j^  ^'°.- 
ble  view,  at  least  an  equality  of  men,  and  an  inequality  j^jj^'^r 
guns.  The  disparity  of  loss  was  much  greater.  The  exa  7  ^'*'*; 
bee  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Frolic  could  not  'JoM  *- 
cisclv  determined  ;  but  from  the  olxervations  of  our  officife'n,  )^'  ^* 
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the  declarations  of  those  of  the  Frolic,  the  number  could  not  be 
less  than  about  thirty  killed,  including  two  officers,  and  of  the 
wounded  between  forty  and  fifty  ;  the  captain  and  second  lieuten- 
ant being  of  the  number.  The  Wasp  had  five  men  killed  and  five 
slightly  wounded. 

All  hands  were  now  employed  in  clearing  the  deck,  burying  the 
dead,  and  taking  care  of  the  wounded,  when  Capt.  Jones  sent 
orders  to  Lieut.  Biddle  to  proceed  to  Charleston,  or  any  southern 
port  of  the  United  States  :  and,  as  there  was  a  suspicious  sail  to 
windward,  the  Wasp  would  continue  her  cruise.  The  ships  then 
parted.  The  s'uspicious  sail  was  now  coming  down  very  fast.  At 
first  it  was  supposed  that  she  was  one  of  the  convoy,  who  had 
all  fled  during  the  engagement,  and  who  now  came  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attacking  the  prize.  The  guns  of  the  Frolic  were,  there- 
fore, loaded,  and  the  ship  cleared  for  action  ;    but  the  enemy,  as 

she  advanced,  proved  to  be  a  seventy-four the    Poictiers,  Capt. 

Beresford.  She  fired  a  shot  over  the  Frolic;  passed  her  ;  over- 
took the  Wasp,  the  disabled  state  of  whose  rigging  prevented 
her  from  escaping  ;  and  then  returned  to  the  Frolic,  who  could, 
of  course,  make  no  resistance.  The  Wasp  and  Frolic  were  carri- 
ed into  Bermuda.* 

Biography  of  Capt.  Jones Jacob  Jones,  Esq.  of  the  United 

States'  navy,  was  born  about  the  year  1770,  near  the  village  of 
Smyrna,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  state  of  Delaware.  His  father 
was  an  independent  and  respectable  farmer,  of  excellent  moral 
and  religious  character.  His  mother  was  of  a  good  family,  of  the 
name  of  Jones  ;  an  amiable  and  interesting  woman  ;  she  died 
when  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  yet  an  infant.  Between 
two  and  three  years  afterwards  his  father  married  again,  with  a 
Miss  Holt,  grand-daughter  of  the  honourable  Ryvez  Holt,  former- 
ly chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Delaware  ;  or,  as  it  was 
then  denominated,  "  the  lower  counties  on  Delaware."  Shortly 
after  this  second  marriage  his  father  died,  when  this  his  only 
child  was  scarcely  four  years  of  age.  It  was  the  good  fortune  ol 
our  hero  to  be  left  under  the  care  of  a  step-mother,  who  had  all 
the  kind  feelings  of  a  natural  parent.  The  aff.ction  which  this  ex- 
cellent woman  had  borne  towards  the  father,  was_,  on  his  death, 
transferred  to  the  child.  By  her  he  was  nurtured  frona  infancy 
to  manhood,  with  a  truly  maternal  care  and  tenderness.  At  an 
early  age  he  was  placed  at  a  school,  and  his  proficiency  in  learn- 
ing was  equal  to  her  most  anxious  wishes.  After  becoming  well 
acquainted  with  the  general  branches  of  an  English  education,  he 
was  transferred  to  a  grammar  school  at  Lewes  in  Sussex  county, 
conducted  by  the  learned  and  pious  Dr  Matthew  Wilson.  Un- 
der his  direction  he  read  the  classics  with  much  assiduity,  and  be- 
came well  acquainted  with  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages.     The 

•  Wo  are  iniKlitcd  to  tbc  Pd0  Fo!io  for  the  foivgoing  accp'.:nt  oi'the  capture  oftlju  FruUc. 
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writer  of  this  memoir  distinctly  remembers  also,  that  in  the  geo 
graphical  lessons  he  continually  bore  off  the  palm,  and  received, 
beyond  all  others,  repeated  proofs  of  approbation  from  his  precep- 
tor. At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  left  Lewes  Academy,  and  enter- 
ed on  the  study  of  physic  and  surgery,  under  Dr.  Sykes,  an  emi- 
nent physician  and  surgeon  of  Dover  in  the  county  of  Kent.  With 
him  he  diligently  prosecuted  his  studies  for  four  years,  after  which 
he  attended  the  usual  courses  of  medical  lectures  of  the  Universi- 
ty of  Pennsylvania,  and  tnen  returned  to  Dover  to  commence  the 
exercise  of  his  profession. 

He  did  not,  however,  continue  long  in  the  practice.  He  found 
the  field  already  engrossed  by  a  number  of  able  and  experienced 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  among  whom  was  the  late  lamented  Dr. 
Miller  of  New  York.  Discouraged  by  the  scanty  employment 
that  is  commonly  the  lot  of  the  young  physician,  and  impatient  of 
an  inactive  life,  he  determined  to  abandon  the  profession  for  the 
present,  and  seek  some  more  productive  occupation.  This  reso- 
lution was  a  matter  of  much  regret  among  the  elder  physicians. 
They  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  his  medical  acquirements,  and 
considered  him  as  promising  to  become  a  distinguished  and  skilful 
memberof  their  body.  Gov.  Clayton,  (who  was  himself  an  emi- 
nent physician)  seeing  that  he  was  fixed  in  his  determination,  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  clerkship  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of 
Delaware,  for  the  county  of  Kent. 

In  this  office  he  continued  for  some  time,  but  the  sedentaiy  na- 
ture of  its  duties  was  uncongenial  with  his  health  and  habits  ;  he 
longed  to  mingle  in  more  active  scenes,  and  possessed  that  ardent 
spirit  of  enterprise  that  can  never  rest  contented  with  the  tranquil 
ease  of  common  life.  With  a  certain  bravery  of  resolution,  there- 
fore, or  rather  a  noble  unconcern,  he  turned  his  back  upon  the 
comforts  and  emoluments  of  office  ;  and  resolved  upon  a  meas- 
ure as  indicative  of  the  force  of  his  character,  as  it  was  decisive 
of  his  future  fortunes.  This  was  to  enter  as  a  midshipman  into 
the  service  of  his  country,  in  the  year  1709,  when  menaced  with 
a  war  with  France. 

He  was  at  this  time  almost  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  highly  re- 
spected for  the  solidity  of  his  understanding  and  his  varied  ac 
quirements  ;  it  may  readily  be  imagined,  therefore,  how  greatly 
his  friends  were  dissatisfied  at  seeing  him  in  a  manner  taking  a 
retrograde  step  in  life,  entering  upon  that  tedious  probation  which 
the  naval  service  peculiarly  requires,  end  accepting  a  grade 
which  is  generally  allotted  to  boys  and  stripplings.  It  was  in  vain, 
however,  to  remonstrate  against  a  resolution,  which,  once  form- 
ed, never  vibrated.  Jones  had  determined  on  embracing  the 
profession  ;  he  had  weighed  all  the  peculiar  inconveniences  and 
sacrifices  incident  to  his  determination,  and  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  encounter  and  surmount  them  all.     Hi?  friends  could  only  cen- 
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4ole  themselves  with  the  reflectiou,  that  if  courage,  activity,  and 
hardihood  could  ensure  naval  success,  Jones  was  peculiarly  fitted 
for  the  life  he  had  adopted  ;  and  it  is  probable  they  felt  some  de- 
gree of  admiration  for  that  decision  of  character,  which,  in  the 
pursuit  of  what  he  conceived  a  laudable  object,  could  enable  him 
to  make  such  large  sacrifices  of  personal  pride  and  convenience. 

The  first  cruises  which  he  made  in  his  new  capacity  were  un- 
der the  father  of  our  infant  uavy,  the  late  Com.  Barry,  from 
whom  he  derived  great  instruction  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  experienced  the  utmost  kindness  and  civility. 
He  was  a  midshipman  on  board  the  frigate  United  States,  when 
she  bore  to  France  Chief  Justice  Ellsworth  and  Gen.  Davie,  as  en- 
voys extraordinary  to  the  French  Republic.  He  was  next  on 
board  of  the  Ganges,  as  midshipman,  and  during  the  whole  in- 
tervening period  between  his  appointment,  and  the  war  with  Tri- 
poli, he  was  sedulously  employed  in  obtaining  that  nautical  skill  for 
which  he  is  at  present  celebrated. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Tripoli,  he  was  stationed 
on  board  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  under  the  command  of  the 
gallant  Bainbridge.  The  disaster  which  befel  that  ship  and  her 
crew  before  Tripoli,  forms  a  solemn  page  in  our  naval  history ; 
attoned  for,  however,  by  the  brilliant  achievements  to  which  it 
gave  rise.  Twenty  months  of  severe  captivity  among  a  barba- 
rous people,  and  in  a  warm  climate,  neither  broke  the  spirit  nor 
impaired  the  constitution  of  our  hero.  Blest  by  nature  with  vig- 
orous health  and  an  invincible  resolution,  when  relieved  from  bon- 
dage by  the  bravery  of  his  countrymen,  he  returned  home  full  of 
life  and  ardour.  He  was  soon  after  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy. 
This  grade  he  had  merited  before  his  confinement  in  Tripoli,  but 
older  warrant  officers  had  stood  in  the  way  of  his  preferment. 

He  was  now  for  some  time  employe'd  on  the  Orleans  station, 
where  he  conducted  himself  with  his  usual  judgment  and  propriety, 
and  was  a  favorite  in  the  polite  circles  of  the  Orleans  and  Missis- 
sippi territories.  He  was  shortly  after  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  brig  Argus,  stationed  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce  on 
the  southern  maritime  frontier.  In  this  situation  he  acted  with 
vigilance  and  fidelity,  and  though  there  were  at  one  time  insidious 
suggestions  to  the  contrary,  it  has  appeared  that  he  conformed  to 
his  instructions,  promoted  the  public  interest,  and  gave  entire  sat- 
isfaction to  the  government. 

In  1811,  Capt.  Jones  was  transferred  by  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  to  the  command  of  the  sleop  of  war  the  Wasp,  mounting 
eighteen  twenty-four  pound  carronades,  and  was  despatched,  in 
the  spring  of  1812,  with  communications  from  our  government 
to  its  functionaries  at  the  courts  of  St.  Cloud  and  St.  James.  Be- 
fore he  returned  from  this  voyage,  war  had  been  declared  by  the 
Cnited  States  against  Great  Britain.     Capt,  Jones  refitted  his  ship 


112  SKETCHES  &C. 

with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  repaired  to  sea  on  a  cruise,  in  which 
he  met  with  no  other  luck  than  the  capture  of  an  inconsidtrabl* 
prize.  He  again  put  to  sea  on  the  13th  of  October  last,  and  on 
the  18th  of  the  month,  after  a  long  and  heavy  gale,  he  fell  in  with 
a.  number  of  strongly  armed  merchantmen  under  convoy  of  his 
Britannic  majesty's  sloop  of  war  the  Frolic,  Capt.  Winyates* 

Capt.  Jones  bore  down  upon  the  Frolic,  and  a  bloody  action 
was  commenced  which  ended  in  the  capture  of  the  Frolic,  though 
unfortunately  both  vessels  were  captured  by  the  Poictiers  74,  with- 
in an  hour  or  two  after,  and  carried  to  Bermuda,  as  more  partic- 
ularly and  minutely  related  before. 

On  the  return  of  Capt.  Jones  to  the  United  States,  he  was  ev- 
ery where  received  with  the  utmost  demonstrations  of  gratitude 
and  admiration.  Brilliant  entertainments  vvere  given  him  in  the 
cities  through  which  he  passed.  The  legislature  of  his  native 
itate  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  him  v^ith  their  thanks, 
and  to  express  the  "  pride  and  pleasure*'  they  felt  in  recognizing 
him  as  a  native  of  their  state  ;  in  the  same  resolution  they  voted 
him  an  elegant  piece  of  plate,  with  appropriate  engravings.  The 
congress  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Bayard,  of 
Delaware,  appropriated  25,000  dollars,  as  a  compensation  to  Capt. 
Jones  and  his  crew,  for  the  loss  they  sustained  by  the  re  capture 
of  the  Frolic.  They  also  ordered  a  gold  medal  to  be  presented  to 
the  captain,  and  a  silver  one  to  each  of  his  officers. 

Various  other  marks  of  honour  have  been  paid  by  the  legisla- 
tures, and  the  citizens  of  different  states,  which  it  would  be  super- 
fluous to  enumerate  ;  but  the  most  substantial  testimony  of  appro- 
bation which  he  has  received,  is  the  appointment  to  the  command 
of  the  frigate  Macedonian. 

Capt.  Jones  is  about  the  middle  size,  of  an  active  mind  and  vig- 
orous make,  and  an  excellent  constitution,  capable  of  the  utmost 
vigilance  and  fatigue.  Naturally  and  habitually  temperate  him- 
self, he  is  a  great  promoter  of  temperance  among  his  crew  ;  and 
has  been  successful  in  reclaiming  many  a  valuable  seaman  from 
the  pernicious  habits  of  intoxication. 

[Jnalectic  Magazine.] 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Com.  Rodgers^  second  cruize Capture  of  the  Sivallow Cajo- 

ture  of  the  Macedonian Chase  of  the  Argus Biography 

of  Capt.  Decatur. 

On  the  8th  Oct.  the  President,  Com.  Rodgers,  United  States, 
Capt.  Decatur,  Congress,  Capt.  Smith,  and  Argus,  Capt.  Sinclair, 
sailed  from  Boston,  on  a  cruize.  In  a  day  or  two  afterwards, 
however,  the  United  States  and  Argus  parted  company  from  the 
other  vessels.  Com.  Rodgers,  with  the  President  and  Congress^ 
traversed  about  8000  miles  upon  the  atlantic  without  falling  in 
with  any  of  the  enemy's  frigates  :  he  however  captured  two  val- 
uable prizes,  the  Swallow,  having  on  board  168,000  dollars  in 
specie,  and  a  south-sea  vessel,  the  Argo,  of  great  value,  and  re- 
turned into  the  harbour  of  Boston  the  latter  part  of  December..... 
hie  prizes  had  pieviously  arrived  in  safety. 

Capture  of  the   Macedonian Capt.  Decatur,    after  leaving 

the  squadron,  bore  south-east.  Nothing  of  moment  occurred  un- 
til the  25th,  when,  being  in  latitude  29  d.  N.  long,  29  d.  30  m. 
W.  he  fell  in  with  the  British  frigate  Macedonian,  commanded 
by  Capt.  John  S.  Carden. 

The  Macedonian  being  to  windward,  had  the  advantage  of  en- 
gaging at  her  own  distance.  This  was  so  great,  that  for  the  first 
half  hour  the  United  States  did  not  use  her  carronades.  At  no 
time  was  the  Macedonian  within  such  distance  as  to  admit  of 
musketry  and  grape  being  used  with  good  effect.  Owing  to  this 
circumstance,  and  a  heavy  swell  of  the  sea,  the  action  lasted  an 
hour  and  a  half.  So  brisk  and  spirited  was  the  fire  kept  up  from 
the  United  States,  that  the  crew  of  the  British  ship  supposed  she 
was  on  fire  ;  and  it  was  so  well  directed  that  the  Macedonian'? 
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roizen-mast  \va?  shot  away  by  the  board.  Her  fore  and  maii.- 
top-ma.vts  were  shot  away  by  the  caps.  Her  main  yard  was 
shot  in  pieces.  Her  lo-A-er  masts  were  badly  wounded.  Her 
lower  rigging  was  all  cut  to  pieces.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the 
foresail  was  left  to  the  foreyard.  All  her  guns  on  the  quarter- 
de(  k  and  forecastle  were  disabled  but  two,  and  filled  with  wreck. 
Two  also  of  her  guns  on  the  main-deck  were  disabled.  She  had 
received  several  shot  between  wind  and  water.  A  very  great 
portion  of  her  crew  were  killed  or  wounded.  So  much  disabled 
was  she,  that  she  lay  a  perfect  wreck  and  unmanageable  log. 
At  this  time  the  United  States  shot  ahead,  and  was  about  placing 
herself  in  a  position  to  rake,  when  the  British  vessel  struck  her 
colours. 

The  Macedonian  rated  in  Steel's  List  a  38  gun  ship,  but  mount- 
ed 49  guns.  She  was  only  two  years  old  ;  and  had  been  but 
four  months  out  of  dock.  She  was  reputed  one  of  the  best  sailers 
in  the  British  navy.     The  killed  on  board  of  her  amounted  to  36 

the  wounded  to  68.     She  has  since  been  fitted  out  as  a  38  gun 

ship  in  the  American  navy. 

The  damage  sustained  by  the  United  States  was  very  trifling. 
She  had  only  5  men  killed  and  7  wounded. 

All  the  private  property  of  the  officers  and  men  on  board  the 
Macedonian  was  giveii  up  to  them.  The  private  property  claim- 
ed by  Capt.  Garden,  valued  at  about  800  dollars,  Capt.  Decatur 
paid  him  for. 

Capt.  Decatur  arrived  at  New  York  with  his  prize  on  the  1st 
Jan.  He  arrived  some  time  previous  oif  New  London,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  sound  for  several  weeks,  doubtless,  to  present  his 
prize  to  the  citizens  of  New  York  on  that  day. 

John  Archibald,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States,  received 
a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  soon  after  died.  He  left  three  chil- 
dren to  the  mercy  of  the  world,  with  a  mother  who  had  deserted 
th -m.  When  the  father  of  the  deceased  seaman  went  on  board 
the  frigate  to  claim  the  wages  and  property  of  his  son,  an  in- 
quiry was  made  into  the  circumstances  of  the  family.  A  plan 
was  immediately  agreed  upon  by  the  seamen,  for  the  relief  of  the 
orphans.  Two  dollars  was  subscribed  by  each  of  them.  A  sum 
of  dOO  dollars  was  made  up,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  suitable 
trustees,  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  children. 

Capt.  Decatur,  on  his  return  to  the  United  States,  received 
from  all  quarters  the  grateful  congratulations  of  his  countrymen. 

Chase  of  th"  Argus The    Argus  parted  company  from  the 

United  States  previous  to  the  capture  of  the  Macedonian  by  that 
vessel,  and  proceeded  to  the  cbast  of  Brazil,  down  the  north  coast 
of  the  country  from  St.  Roquc  to  Surinam,  thence  she  passed  to 
the  windward  of  the  islands,  and  in  every  direction  between  the 
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Bermudas,  Halifax,  and  the  continent.  After  a  lapse  of  96  days, 
she  returned  into  port,  having  made  five  prizes,  valued  at  about 
200,000  dollars.  Durinor  her  cruize  she  ftll  in  with  a  squadron 
of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  six  sail,  two  of  which  were  of  the 
line,  one  of  them  a  remarkable  fast  sailer.  Ttie  favour  of  the 
moon  enabling  them  to  chase  as  well  at  night,  as  in  the  day,  the 
chase  was  continued  for  three  days,  without  intermission,  and  un- 
der various  circumstances,  but  the  unremitted  exertions  of  their 
officers  and  crew  enabled  her  to  elude  the  pursuit.  Pressed  on 
all  sides  by  the  number  of  the  enemy,  and  the  baffling  and  unset- 
tled state  of  the  weather,  the  Argus  was  at  one  time  within  mus- 
ket shot  of  a  74,  and  at  another  surrounded  ;  the  determined  vi- 
gilance of  Capt.  Sinclair  rescued  her  however  from  the  difficulty. 

They  had  Joined  in  the  chase  an  armed  transport,  with  a  view  no 
doubt  of  distracting  the  attention,  and  deceiving  the  chase,  which 
being  discovered,  he  bore  down  upon  her  and  compelled  her  to 
clear  the  way.  Such  was  the  confidence  of  Capt.  Sinclair  in  the 
sailing  of  the  Argus,  that  during  the  chase,  although  at  one  time 
so  closely  pressed  as  to  be  compelled  to  lighten  his  vessel  by 
throwing  over  his  spare  anchors  and  spars  and  deck  boats,  and 
starting  the  salt  water  with  which  his  casks  had  been  filled,  as 
the  fresh  had  been  used,  and  reduced  to  the  last  necessity  of  wet- 
ting his  sails  ;  yet  did  he  preserve  all  his  guns,  and  one  night  dur- 
ing the  chase  he  found  time  to  capture,  man  and  despatch  a  prize. 
So  close  were  they  upon  his  heels  that  when  he  again  made  sail, 
two  of  the  ships  opened  their  batteries  upon  him. 

Biography  of  Commodore  Decatur Commodore  Stephen 

Decatur  is  of  French  descent  by  the  male  line.  His  grandfa- 
ther was  a  native  of  La  Rochelle,  in  France,  and  married  a  lady 
of  Rhode-Island.  His  father,  Stephen  Decatur,  was  born  in  New- 
port, (Rhode-Island)  and,  when  a  very  young  man,  removed  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  married  the  daughter  of  an  Irish  gentle- 
man by  the  name  of  Pine.  He  was  bred  to  the  sea,  and  com- 
manded a  merchant  vessel  out  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  until 
the  establishment  of  the  navy,  when  he  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  Delaware  sloop  of  war.  He  continued  in  her  until  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  was  built,  when  the  command  of  that  ship 
was  given  to  him,  at  the  particular  request  of  the  merchants,  who 
had  built  her  by  subscription.  In  this  situation  he  re  mained  until 
peace  was  made  with  France,  when  he  resigned  his  commission, 
and  retired  to  his  residence  a  few  miles  from  Philadelphia,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death,  which  happened  in  November,  1808. 

His  son,  Stephen  Decatur,  the  present  commodore,  was  born  on 
the  5th  January,  1779,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  whi- 
ther his  parents  had  retired,  whilst  the  British  were  in  possession 
of  Philadelphia.  They  returned  to  that  city  when  he  was  a  few 
months  old,  and  he  was  there  educated  and  brought  up. 
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He  entered  the  navy  in  March,  1798,  as  midshipman,  and  join* 
ed  the  frigate  United  States,  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Barry,  who  had  obtained  the  warrant  for  him.  He  continued  for 
rome  time  with  that  officer,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant.  The  United  States  at  that  time  required  some  repairs 
and,  not  wishing  to  remain  in  port,  he  lequested  an  order  to  join 
the  brig  Norfolk,  then  bound  to  the  Spanish  Main.  He  performed 
one  cruise  in  her,  as  first  lieutenant,  and  on  his  return  to  port,  re- 
sumed his  station  on  board  of  the  United  States,  where  he  re- 
mained until  peace  was  concluded  with  France. 

He  was  then  ordered  to  the  Essex,  as  first  lieutenant,  and  sail- 
ed with  Commodore  Dale's  squadron  to  the  Mediterranean.  On 
the  return  of  that  squadron  he  was  ordered  to  the  New-York,  one 
of  the  second  Mediterranean  squadron,  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Morris. 

When  he  returned  to  the  United  States  he  was  ordered  to  take 
command  of  the  Argus,  and  proceed  in  her  to  join  Commodore 
Preble's  squadron,  then  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  on  his  arrival 
there  to  resign  the  command  of  the  Argus  to  Lieutenant  Hull,  and 
take  the  schooner  Enterprize,  then  commanded  by  that  officer. 
After  making  that  exchange,  he  proceeded  to  Syracuse,  where  the 
squadron  was  to  rendezvou?.  On  his  arrival  at  that  port  ho 
was  informed  of  the  fate  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  which  had 
ran  aground  on  the  Barbary  coast,  and  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  Tripolitans.  The  idea  immediately  presented  itself  to  his 
mind  of  attempting  her  recapture  or  destruction.  On  Commo- 
dore Preble's  arrival,  a  few  days  afterwards,  he  proposed  to  him 
a  plan  for  the  purpose,  and  volunteered  his  services  to  execute  it. 
The  wary  mind  of  that  veteran  officer  at  first  disapproved  of  an 
enterprse  so  full  of  peril ;  but  the  risks  and  difficulties  that  sur- 
rounded it  only  stimulated  the  ardour  of  Decatur,  and  imparted 
to  it  an  air  of  adventure,  fascinating  to  his  youthful  imagination. 

The  consent  of  the  commodore  having  been  obtained.  Lieute- 
nant Decatur  selected  for  the  expedition  a  ketch  (the  Intrepid) 
which  he  had  captured  a  few  weeks  before  from  the  enemy,  and 
manned  her  with  seventy  volunteers,  chiefly  from  his  own  crew. 
He  sailed  trom  Syracuse  on  the  3d  February,  1804,  accompanied 
bv  the  United  States'  brig  Syren,  Lieut.  Stewart,  who  was  to  aid 
with  his  boats,  and  to  receive  the  crew  of  the  ketch,  in  case  it 
should  be  found  expedient  to  use  her  as  a  fire-ship. 

After  fifteen  days  of  very  tempestuous  weather,  they  arrived  at 
the  harbour  of  Tripoli  a  little  before  sunset.  It  had  been  arrang- 
ed between  Lieutenants  Decatur  and  Stewart,  that  the  ketch 
should  enter  the  harbour  about  ten  o'clock  that  night,  attended  by 
the  boats  of  the  Syren.  On  arriving  off  the  harbour,  the  Syren, 
m  consequence  of  a  change  of  wind,  had  been  thrown  six  or 
::sht  miles  without  the  Intrepid.       The   -wind  at  this  time  was 
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iair,  but  fast  declining,  and  Lieutenant  Decatur  apprehended  that, 
should  he  wait  for  the  Syren's  boats  to  come  up,  it  might  be  too 
late  to  make  the  attack  that  night.  Such  delay  might  be  fatal  to 
the  enterprise,  as  they  could  not  remain  longer  on  the  coast,  their 
provisions  being  nearly  exhausted.  For  these  reasons  he  deter- 
mined to  adventure  into  the  harbour  alone,  which  he  did  about  8 
o'clock. 

An  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extreme  hazard  of  this  enter- 
prise, from  the  situation  of  the  frigate.  She  was  moored  within 
half  gun  shot  of  the  bashaw's  castle,  and  of  the  principal  battery^ 
Two  of  the  enemy's  cruisers  lay  within  two  cables'  length,  on  the 
starboard  quarter,  and  their  gun-boats  within  half  gun  shot,  on 
the  starboard  bow.  All  the  guns  of  the  frigate  were  mounted  and 
loaded.  Such  were  the  immediate  perils  that  our  hero  ventured 
to  encounter  with  a  single  ketch,  beside  the  other  dangers  that 
abound  in  a  strongly  fortified  harbour. 

Although  from  the  entrance  to  the  place  where  the  frigate  lay 
was  only  three  miles,  yet,  in  consequence  of  the  lightness  cf  the 

wind,  they  did  not  get  within  hail  of  her  until  eleven  o'clock 

When  they  had  approached  within  two  hundred  yards,  they  were 
hailed  and  ordered  to  anchor,  or  they  would  be  fired  into.  Lieut. 
Decatur  ordered  a  Maltese  pilot,  who  was  on  board  the  ketch,  to 
answer  that  they  had  lost  their  anchors  in  a  gale  of  wind  on  the 
coast,  and  therefore  could  not  comply  with  their  request.  By  this 
time  it  had  become  perfectly  calm,  and  they  were  about  fifty 
yards  from  the  frigate.  Lieutenant  Decatur  ordered  a  small  boat 
that  was  alongside  of  the  ketch,  to  take  a  rope  and  make  it  fast 
to  the  frigate's  fore  chains.  This  being  done  they  began  to  warp 
the  ketch  alongside.  It  was  not  until  this  moment  that  the  ene- 
my suspected  the  character  of  their  visitor,  and  great  confusion 
immediately  ensued.  This  enabled  our  adventurers  to  get  along- 
side of  the  frigate,  when  Decatur  immediately  sprang  aboard,  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Charles  Morris,*  midshipman.  These  two  were 
nearly  a  minute  on  the  deck,  before  their  companions  could  suc- 
ceed in  mounting  the  side.  Fortunately,  the  Turks  had  not  suffi- 
ciently recovered  from  their  surprise  to  take  advantage  of  this 
delay.  They  were  crowded  together  on  the  quarter  deck,  per- 
fectly astonished  and  aghast,  without  making  any  attempt  to  op- 
pose the  assailing  party.  As  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  our 
men  had  gained  the  deck,  to  form  a  front  equal  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  they  rushed  in  upon  them.  The  Turks  stood  the  assault 
but  a  short  time,  and  were  completely  overpowered.  About  twenty 
were  killed  on  the  spot,  many  jumped  overboard,  and  the  rest  fled 
to  the  main  deck,  whither  they  were  pursued  and  driven  to  the 
hold. 

•■■  N'd^''  explain  Morris,  latp  of  thr-  Adam- 
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After  entire  possession  had  been  gained  of  the  ship,  and  every 
thing  prepared  to  set  fire  to  lier,  a  number  of  Iriunches  were  seen 
rowing  about  the  harbour.  This  determined  Lieutenant  Decatur 
to  remain  in  the  frigate,  from  whence  a  better  defence  could  be 
made  than  from  on  board  the  ketch.  The  enemy  Iiad  aheady 
commenced  firing  upon  them  from  their  batteries  and  castle,  and 
from  two  corsairs  that  were  laving  near.  Perceiving  that  the 
launches  did  not  attempt  to  approach,  he  ordered  that  the  ship 
should  be  set  on  fire,  which  was  done,  at  the  same  time,  in  diife- 
rent  parts.  As  soon  as  this  was  completely  effected  they  left  her, 
and  such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  flames,  tliat  it  was  with  the  ut- 
most difficulty  they  preserved  the  ketch.  At  this  critical  moment 
a  most  propitious  breeze  sprang  up,  blowing  directly  out  of  the 
harbour,  vvhich,  in  a  few  minutes,  carried  them  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  enemy's  gun?,  and  they  made  good  their  retreat  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  znan,  and  with  but  four  wounded. 

For  this  gallant  and  romantic  achievement.  Lieutenant  Decatur 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post  captain,  there  being  at  that  time 
no  intermediate  grade.  This  promotion  was  particularly  gratifying 
to  him,  inasmuch  as  it  was  done  with  the  consent  of  the  officers 
over  whose  heads  he  was  raised. 

In  the  ensuing  sj)ring,  it  being  determined  to  make  an  attack 
upon  Tripoli,  Commodore  Preble  obtained  from  the  king  of  Na- 
ples the  loan  of  six  gun-boais  and  two  bombards,  which  he  form- 
ed into  two  divisions,  and  gave  the  command  of  one  of  them  to 
Captain  Decatur,  tlje  other  to  Lieutenant  Somers.  The  squad- 
ron sailed  from  Syracuse,  consisting  of  the  frigate  Constitution, 
the  brig  Syren,  the  schooners  Nautilus  and  Vixen,  and  the  gun- 
boats. 

Having  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  they  were  for  some 
days  prevented  from  making  the  attack,  by  adverse  wind  and 
''.veather  ;  at  length,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  August,  the 
weather  being  favourable,  the  signal  was  made  from  the  commo- 
dore's ship,  to  prepare  for  action,  the  light  vessels  towing  the 
gunboats  to  windward.  At  9  o'clock  the  signal  was  made  for 
bombarding  the  town  and  the  enemy's  vessels.  The  gun-boats 
were  cast  off,  and  advanced  in  a  line  ahead,  led  on  by  Captain 
Decatur,  and  covered  by  the  frigate  Constitution,  and  the  brigs 
and  schooners.  The  enemy's  gun-boats  were  moored  along  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour  under  the  batteries,  and  within  musket 
shot.  Their  sails  had  been  taken  from  them,  and  they  were  or- 
dered to  sink,  rather  than  abandon  their  position.  They  were 
aided  and  covered  likewise  by  a  brig  of  sixteen,  and  a  schooner 
of  ten  guns. 

Before  entering  into  close  action.  Captain  Decatur  went  along- 
side each  of  his  boats,  and  ordered  them  to  unship  their  bowsprits 
and  follow  him,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  board  the  enemy's  boats. 
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Lieutenant  Jame"3  Decatur  commandad  one  of  the  boats  belonging 
to  Lieutenant  Somers'  division,  but  being  further  to  windward 
than  the  rest  of  his  division,  he  joined  and  took  orders  from  his 
brother. 

When  Captain  Decatur,  who  was  in  the  leading  boat,  came 
within  range  of  the  fire  from  the  batteries,  a  heavy  fire  was  open- 
cHi  upon  him  from  them  and  from  the  gun-boats.  He  returned 
Iheir  fire,  and  continued  advancing  until  he  came  in  contact  with 
the  boats.  At  this  time.  Commodore  Preble,  seeing  Decatur  ap- 
proaching nearer  than  he  thought  prudent,  ordered  the  signal  to 
be  made   for  a  retreat ;  but  it  was  found  that  in  making  out  the 

signals  for  the  boats,  the  one  for  a  retreat    had    been  omitted 

The  enemy's  boats  had  about  forty  men  each;  ours  an  equal 
number,  twenty-seven  of  whom  were  Americans,  and  thirteen 
Neapolitans.  Decatur,  on  boarding  the  enemy,  was  instantly 
followed  bv  his  countrymen,  but  the  Neapolitans  remained  be- 
hind. The  Turks  did  not  sustain  the  combat,  hand  to  hand, 
with  that  firmness  they  had  obtained  a  reputation  for  :  in  ten 
minutes  the  deck  was  cleared;  eight  of  the  fa  sought  refuge  in 
the  hold;  and  the  rest,  some  fell  on  the  deck,  and  others 
jumped  into  the  sea.  Only  three  of  the  Americans  were 
wounded. 

As  Decatur  was  about  to  proceed  out  with  his  prize,  the  boat 
which  had  been  commanded  by  his  brother,  came  under  his  stern 
and  informed  him  that  they  had  engaged  and  captured  one  of  the 
enemy;  but  that  her  commander,  after  surrendering,  had  trea- 
cherously shot  Lieut.  James  Decatur,  and  pushed  cfT  with  the 
boat,  and  was  then  making  for  the  harbour. 

The  feelings  of  the  gallant  Decatur,  on  receiving  this  intelli- 
gence, may  more  easily  be  imagined  than  described.  Every  con- 
sideration of  prudence  and  safety  was  lost  in  his  eagerness  to  pu- 
nish so  dastardly  an  act,  and  to  revenge  the  death  of  a  brother  so 
basely  murdered.  He  pushed  within  the  enemy'i  line  witij  his 
single  boat,  and  having  succeeded  in  getting  alongside  of  the  re- 
treating foe,  boarded  her  at  the  head  of  eleven  men,  who  were 
all  the  Americans  he  had  left. 

The  fate  of  this  contest  was  extremely  doubtful  for  twenty 
minutes.  All  the  Americans  except  four  were  now  severely 
wounded.  Decatur  singled  out  the  commander  as  the  peculiar 
object  of  his  vengeance.  The  Turk  was  armed  with  an  espon- 
toon,  and  Decatur  with  a  cutlass;  in  attempting  to  cut  ofF  the 
head  of  the  weapon,  his  sword  struck  on  the  iron  and  broke 
close  to  the  hilt.  The  Turk  at  this  moment  made  a  push,  which 
slightly  wounded  him  in  the  right  arm  and  breast.  He  imme- 
diately seized  the  spear  and  closed  with  him.  A  fierce  struggle 
ensued,  and  both  fell,  Decatur  uppermost.  By  this  time  the 
Turk    had    drawn    a    dagger    from    bis  belt,  and   was   about   tc 
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plunge  it  111  the  body  of  his  foe,  when  Decatur  caught  his  arnCj 
and  shot  him  with  a  pistol  which  he  had  taken  from  his  pocket. 
During  the  time  they  were  struggling  on  the  deck,  the  crews 
rushed  to  the  aid  of  their  commandr-rf,  and  a  most  sanguinary 
conflict  took  place,  insomuch,  that  when  Decatur  had  despatch- 
ed his  adversary,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  he  could  ex- 
tricate himself  from  the  killed  and  wounded  that  had  fallen  around 
him. 

It  is  with  no  common  feeling  of  admiration  that  we  record  an 
instance  of  heroic  courage,  and  loyal  self  devotion,  on  the  part  of 
a  common  sailor.  During  the  early  part  of  Decatur's  struggle 
with  the  Turk,  he  was  assailed  in  rear  by  one  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  just  aimed  a  blow  at  his  head  with  his  sabre,  that  must  have 
been  fatal;  at  this  fearful  juncture,  a  noble  hearted  tar,  who  had 
been  so  badly  wounded  as  to  lose  the  use  of  hi?  hands,  seeing  no 
other  means  of  saving  his  commander,  rushed  between  him  and 
the  uplifted  sabre,  and  received  the  blow  on  his  own  head,  which 
fractured  his  skull.  We  love  to  pause  and  honour  great  actions 
in  humble  life,  because  they  speak  well  for  human  nature.  Men 
of  rank  and  station  in  society  often  do  gallant  deeds,  in  a  manner 
from  necessity.  Their  conspicuous  station  obliges  them  to  do  so, 
or  their  eagesness  for  glory  urges  them  on ;  but  an  act  like  this 
we  have  mentioned,  so  desperate,  yet  so  disinterested;  done  by 
an  obscure,  unambitious  individual,  a  poor  sailor,  can  spring  from 
nothing  but  innate  nobleness  of  soul.  We  are  happy  to  add  that 
this  generous  fellow  survived,  and  now  receives  a  pension  from 
government. 

Decatur  succeeded  in  getting  with  both  of  his  prizes  to  the 
squadron,  and  the  next  day  received  the  highest  commendation, 
in  a  general  order  from  Commodore  Preble.  When  that  able  of- 
ficer was  superseded  in  the  command  of  the  squadron,  he  gave 
the  Constitution  to  Captain  Decatur,  who  had,  some  time  before, 
received  his  commission.*  From  that  ship  he  was  removed  to 
the  Cong!  ess,  and  returned  home  in  her  when  peace  was  con- 
cluded with  Tripoli.  On  his  return  to  the  United  States,  he  was 
employed  in  superintending  gun-boats,  until  the  affair  of  the  Che- 
sapeake, when  he  was  ordered  to  supersede  Commodore  Barron 
in  the  command  of  that  ship,  since  which  period  he  has  had  the 
■3oramand  ot  the  southern  squadron.  When  the  United  States 
was  again  put  in  commission,  he  was  removed  from  the  Chesa- 
peake  to  that  frigate. 

The  present  war  with  Great  Britain  has  given  Commodore 
Decatur  another  opportunity  of  adding  to  the  laurels  he  had  al- 
ready won.  On  the  25ih  October  1812,  in  lat.  29  N.  long.  29 
3Q  W.  he  fell  in  with   his   Britannic  majesty's  ship  Macedonian^ 

•  It  was  dated  ilie  laib  Ftbruan',  i^^^,  the  day  on  wiiich  he  destroywJ.  the  Philadeljil-h,    H?  alK 
reived  a  vote  of  thanks  and  a  sword,  lor  Uut  atliievenicnt. 
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mountin/v  49  carriage  guns.  This  was  one  of  the  finest  frigates 
ia  the  British  navy,  and  connmanded  by  Captain  John  S.  Garden, 
one  of  the  ablest  otiicers.  She  was  in  prime  order,  two 
years  old,  and  but  four  months  out  of  dock.  The  enemy  being 
lo  windward,  had  the  advantage  of  choosing  his  own  distance  ; 
-and,  supposing  the  United  States  to  be  the  Essex,  (which  only 
mounts  carronades)  kept  at  first  at  long  shot,  and  did  not  at  any 
moment  come  within  the  complete  effect  of  the  musketry  and 
grape.  After  the  frigates  had  come  to  close  action,  the  battle 
was  terminated  in  a  very  short  period,  by  the  enemy's  surrender. 

The  whole  engagement  lasted  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  being 
prolonged  by  the  distance  at  which  the  early  part  of  it  was  fought, 
and  by  a  heavy  swell  of  the  sea.  The  superior  gunnery  of  the  AmC" 
ricans  was  apparent  in  this,  as  in  all  our  other  actions.  The  Ma- 
cedonian lost  her  mir.en-mast,  fore  and  main  top-masts  and  main 
yard,  and  was  much  cut  up  in  the  hull  Her  loss  was  thirty  six 
killed,  and  sixty-eight  wounded.  The  damage  of  the  United 
States  was  con)paratively  trivial,  four  killed  and  seven  wounded  ; 
and  she  suffered  so  little  in  her  hull  and  rigging,  that  she  might 
have  continued  her  cruise,  had  not  Commodore  Decatur  thought 
it  important  to  convoy  his  prize  into  port.  His  reception  of 
Captain  Garden  on  board  of  the  United  States,  was  truly  charac- 
teristic. On  presenting  his  sword,  Decatur  observed  that  he 
could  not  think  of  taking  the  sword  of  an  ofHcer  who  had  de- 
fended his  ship  so  gallantly,  but  he  should  be  happy  to  take  him 
by  the  hand. 

We  are  sorry  to  observe  that  Captain  Garden  has  not  been  in- 
genuous in  his  account  of  this  affair.  He  mentions  that,  "  after 
an  hour's  action,  the  enemy  backed  and  came  to  the  wind,  and 
/  zvas  then  enabled  to  bring  her  to  close  action.'^  Now,  on  the 
contrary,  we  have  it  from  the  very  best  authority,  that  the  United 
States  was  close  haled  to  the  wind,  and  her  commander  was  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  come  to  close  quarters.  There  are  other 
parts  of  Captain  Garden's  ofFrcial  letter  that  are  exceptionable, 
but  we  shall  pass  them  over  without  comment.  It  is  natural  for 
a  proud  and  gallant  mind  to  %,Tithe  under  humilation,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  palliate  the  disgrace  of  defeat  j  but  a  truly  magnani- 
mous spirit  would  scorn  to  do  it  at  the  expense  of  a  brave  and 
generous  foe.  Captain  Garden  mvst  know  that  he  had  it  in  his 
power  to  close  with  the  United  States  whenever  he  pleased,  and 
that  there  was  no  movement  on  the  part  of  Commodore  Decatur 
to  prevent  it.  We  again  repeat,  that  it  is  with  regret  we  notice 
any  instance  of  disingenuousness  in  an  officer  whose  general  cha- 
racter we  admire,  and  v.'hose  deportment  at  all  times  to  our 
countrvmen  has  been  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  their  highest  good 

-A-ili. 
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It  is  not  one  of  the  least  circumstances  of  Commodore  Decs 
tur's  good  fortune,  or  rather  good  management,  that  he  con- 
Yoyed  his  prize,  in  her  shattered  condition,  across  a  vast  extent 
of  ocean,  swarming  with  foes,  and  conducted  her  triumphant- 
ly into  port  ;  thus  placing  immediately  before  the  eyes  of 
his  countrymen,  a  noble  trcpiiy  of  his  own  skill,  and  of  national 
prowess. 

Such  has  been  the  briliirint  career  of  this  oaval  hero.  In  pri- 
vate life  his  fortune  has  been  equally  propitious.  Honoured  by 
his  country,  beloved  by  his  friend?,  and  blessed  by  the  affections 
of  an  amiable  and  elegant  woman.*  He  is  now  in  the  very 
prime  of  life,  pleasing  in  his  person,  of  an  intelligent  and  inte- 
resting countenance,  and  an  eye  in  whose  mild  ai.d  brilliant  lustre, 
spirit,  enterprise  and  urbanity  are  happily  bltnded.  His  deport- 
ment is  manly  and  unassuming,  and  his  manners  peculiarly  gentle 
and'engaging  ;  uniting  the  polish  of  the  gentleman  with  the  frank 
simplicity  of  the  sailor.  It  is  with  the  most  perfect  delight  that 
we  have  noticed  our  naval  officers,  on  returning  from  the  gallant 
achievements  which  are  the  universal  topics  of  national  pride  and 
exultation,  sinking  at  once  into  unostentatious  and  quiet  citizens. 
Ko  vainglorious  boastings,  no  puerile  gasconades,  are  ever  heard 
from  their  lips ;  of  their  enemy  they  always  speak  with  courtesj 
and  respect;  of  their  own  exploits,  with  unaffected  modesty  and 
frankness.  With  the  aspiring  ardour  of  ttuly  brave  spirits,  they 
pay  but  little  regard  to  the  past;  their  whole  souls  seem  stretch- 
ed towards  the  future.  Into  such  hands  we  confide,  without 
apprehension  or  reserve,  our  national  interest  and  honour ;  to 
this  handful  of  gallant  worthies  is  allotted  the  proud  destiny 
of  founding  the  naval  fame  of  the  nation,  and  of  thus  having 
their  names  inseparably  connected  with  the  glory  of  their  coun- 
try.f  [/Inalectic  Magazine.] 

•  home  years  siiicf,  Commndore  Becatur  was  marritd  tiv  viiss  \V1ir-eler  of  Norfolk  a  laily  celc 
brated  .'or  her  accomplishments,  and  at  that  time  a  reigning  belle  in  Virginia. 

+  Tlie  frigates  United  States  and  Macedonian  have  been  measured,  and  the  following  are  the 
results : 

length  o:"  deck  breadth  of  beam  tonnage 

United  States  n&feet  48  feet  HOS 

Macei'riiiian  IS^J  jS  8  inches  132« 

Each  \essel  has  fifteen  port^  on  a  side,  onfthe  main  declt :  ttie  first  carries  24  and  the  l.itt- r  If 
pounilers  thereon.  '  he  carrcnailes  of  each,  on  the  quarti-r  deck  and  Ibvecasile  are  or  the  like  cai;- 
brt  ;  and  the  only  turtlier diffvn me  is,  that  the  U.iiie<l  itate.  had  five  more  of  tliem.  It  is  ;alsc 
tha'  our  iripnt.-s  caary  4  .lb.  carro'iades     they  have  only  Ws 

T'.ic  (gallant  conduct  of  Commudon-  Df  catyr,  in  capturing  the  IMactd'^nian.  hat  been  rewarded  b^ 
nunv --.ons  tokens  oi  public  gratiimle.  He  has  received  a  vote  of  thanks  and  n.edal  from  congress'; 
T»  vote  1.1  thanks  and  sword  from  tliL-  slate  ol  Virginia  ;  a  vote  of  thanks  friim  .Maryland  ;  a  vote  oi' 
;ha)iks  and  sword  from  Pennsylvania;  a  sword  trom  the  city  ol  f'bilade  phia  a  vot«  of  thanks 
from  Masac!;iist  Its  :  a  voti  oi  thanks  In.n.  ilie  Male  ot  N,  w-".  orU  ;  the  frtidom  ol  the  city  of  New- 
York  ;  and  has  !>een  ekctert  an  lionoivrj  menibi  r  or'  the  Cincinnati  Society  ol  that  state.  PubS'' 
dinners  Lave  been  given  him  and  various  other  tmcnaiuments. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Cruize  of  the  Constitution  and  Hornet Capture  of  the  Java 

Biography  of  Capt.  Bainbridge. 

After  the  capture  cf  the  Giierriere  by  the  Constitution,  the 
ialter  required  repairs,  which  vvere  made  at  Bojilon  with  all  possi 
ble  despatch.  Capt.  Hull  asked  leave  to  remain  on  shore  to  trans- 
act some  private  business  of  importance  which  was  granted  by  the 
navy  department,  and  Capt.  William  Bainbridge  was  appointed 
to  the  command  -n  the  Constitution. 

In  the  latter  part  of  Oct.  she  sailed  in  company  with  the  Hor- 
net, Capt.  Lavt'rence,  on  a  cruize  to  the  East-Indies.  They  made 
the  coast  of  South  America,  and  found  the  Bonne  Citoyenne,  of 
22  guns,  having  on  board  a  million  and  half  of  specie,  lying  at 
St.  Salvador.  Capt.  Lawrence  was  desirous  to  engage  her,  tho' 
superior  to  his  own  vessel  by  four  guns;  and  accordingly  sent  a 
challenge  to  her  commander,  Capt.  Green,  who  declined  meeting 
him,  on  account  of  the  danger  he  should  be  in  from  the  Constitu- 
tion, though  Capt.  Bainbridge  had  given  an  assurance  that  he 
would  not  interfere.  To  remove  all  suspicion,  however,  upon 
this  point,  Capt.  Bainbridge  parted  company  from  the  Hornet,  and 
made  northward  along  the  Brazil  coast. 

Capture  of  the  Java On  the  2iJth  of  December,  Capt.  Bain- 
bridge discovered,  about  nine  in  the  moining,  two  sail,  one  of 
which  was  standing  off  shore  towards  him.  He  immediateiy 
made  sail  to  meet  the  strange  ship,  and  finding,  as  he  approach- 
ed her,  that  she  did  not  answer  his  private  signals,  proceeded  out 
to  sea  in  order  to  separate  her  from  her  companion,  and  draw  her 
off  the  neutral  coast.  About  one  o'clock,  having  reached  what 
he  considered  a  proper  distance  from  the  shore,  he  hoisted  his  en- 
sign and  pendant,  which  was  answered  by  English  colours,  and 
perceiving  she  was  an  English  frigate  (the  Java,  Capt.  Lambert) 
he  took  in  his  royals,  tacked,  and  stood  for  the  enemy.  The  Ja- 
va immediately  bore  down,  intending  to  rake,  which  the  Consti- 
tution avoided  by  wearing.  The  enemy  being  now  within  half 
a  mile  to  windward,  and  having  hauled  down  his  flag,  the  Con- 
stitution fired  a  gun  ahead  to  make  him  show  his  colours,  and  im- 
mediately poured  in  her  whole  broadside,  on  which  English  col- 
ours were  immediately  hoisted,  and  the  fire  returned.  On  this 
the  action  became  general,  within  grape  and  cannister  dis- 
tance. In  a  few  minutes  the  wheel  of  the  Constitution  was  shot 
away  ;  and  in  about  half  an  hour,  Com.  Bainbridge  finding  that 
his  adversary  kept  too  far  off,  determined  to  close  with  him  at  the 
risk  of  being  raked.     He  therefore  luffed  up  so  close  to  the  Java, 
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that  in  passing,  licr  jibboom  got  foul  of  the  Constitutiou's  mizzeii 
rigging  ;  and  having  now   gained  a  nearer  position,  he  pound  in 
so  well  directed  a  fire,  that  in  ten  minutes   he  shot  away  the  Ja 
va's  jiblsoom  and  part  ol  the  bowsprit  ;    in  five  minutes  more  her 
foremast  went  by   the  board. ...her  maintopmast  followed...  .then 
the  gaft  and  spanker  boom,  and  lastly  the  mizzenma?t  went  near- 
ly by  the  board.      At  five  minutes  past    four,  one    hour  and  fifty 
minutes  from    the  commencement    of  the  action,  the  Java's  fire 
was    completely  silenced,    and    her   colours  being  down,    Capt. 
Bainbiidge  supposed  that  she  had  struck  :  he  therefore  shot  ahead 
to  repair  his  rigging  ;    but  while  hove  to  for  that  purpose,  discov- 
ered that  her  colours  were  still  flying,  although  her  mainmast  had 
just  gone  by  the  board.     He  therefore  here  down  again  upon  her, 
and  having  got  close  athwart  her  bows,  was  on  the  point  of  rak- 
ing iier  with  a  broadside,  when  she  hauled  down  her  colours,  be- 
ing a  completely    unmanageable  wreck,  entirely  dismasted,  with- 
out a  spar  of  any  kind  standing.       On  boarding  her  it  was  found 
that  Capt.  Lambert  had  been  n:!0rtally  wounded,  and  that  the  Ja- 
va was  so  much  injured,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  bring  her 
to  the  United  States.       All  the  prisoners    and  the  baggage  were 
therefore  brought  on  hoard  the  Constitution,  a  service  which  it  re- 
quired two  days  to  perform,  there  being  but  a  single  boat  left  be- 
tween the  two  frigates.     On  the  31st  she  was  blown  up,  and  the 
Constitution  put    into  St.  Salvador.       The  Java  carried  forty-nine 
guns,  and  upwards  of  four  hundred  men  ;    she  was  bound  to  the 
East-Indies,  and  had,  in  addition  to  her  own  crew,  upwards  of  one 
hundred  supernumerary  officers  and  seamen,  for  different  ships  on 
the  East-India  station among  whom   was  a    master   and   com- 
mander in  the  navy,  and  also  Lieut.  Gen.  Hislop  and  his  two  aids, 
of  the  British  army. 

Her  loss  was  sixty  killed;    and  among  these  Capt.  Lambert 

Of  the  wounded,   the  accounts  varied  from  one  hundred  and  one 
(which  were  ascertained  positively)  to  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

On  board  the  Constitution  nine  were  killed,  and  twenty-five 
wounded  ;  among  whom  was  the  commodore  himself. 

This  victory  was  scarcely  less  honourable  to  Com.  Bainbridge, 
than  the  generosity  with  which  he  exercised  the  rights  of  a  con- 
queror. While  on  board,  the  prisoners  were  treated  with  the 
most  respectful  attention.  Immediately  on  their  landing  at  St. 
Salvador,  they  were  set  at  liberty  on  parole,  and  received  every 
article  of  their  baggage  :  and  particularly  a  service  of  plate  be- 
longing to  Gen.  Hislop,  was  carefully  preserved  and  restored  to 
hini.  These  proofs  of  honourable  courtesy  were  not  lost  on  the 
prisoners,  who  expressed  their  gratitude  in  a  manner  as  creditable 
to  themselves  as  to  the  victors. 

The  decayed  state  of  the  Constitution  and  other  circumstances 
combining  to  interfere  with  the  original  plan  of  the  cruize,  Ccir.. 
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Brtinbrid^t;  dow  left  the  Hornet  to  blockade  a  superior  British  force 
at  St.  Salvador,  and  returned  to  the  United  States. 

Capt  Bainbridge  arrived  at  Boston  about  the  middle  of  Februa 
ry,  in  safety. 

Biofrraphy  of  Capt.  Bai7ibri(lge WiLLlAM  Baineridge^ 

con  of  Dr.  Absalom  Bainbridge,  a  respectable  physician  of  Prince- 
ton, Nc'.v  Jersey,  was  born  at  that  place  on  the  7th  of  May,  1774. 
While  yet  a  child  his  parents  removed  to  Nev-York,  and  he  was 
left  under  the  care  of  his  grandfather,  John  Taylor,  Esq.  of  Mon- 
mouth county,  where  he  received  his  education,  which,  as  he  was 
originally  destined  to  mercantile  pursuits,  was  confined  to  the  or- 
dinary branches  of  English  instruction,   and  the  rudiments  of  the 
French  language.     At  sixteen  he  was  placed  in  a  counting-house 
at  New  York,  but  was  soon  removed  by   his  grand-father  to  Phi- 
ladelphia,   and  placed   as  an  apprentice  to    the  sea  service,  in  the 
employ  of  Messrs.  Miller  and  Murray,  merchants,  whom  he  was 
to  serve  for    a  certain  time   without  indentures,    and  free  of  ex* 
pense.       In  their  employ  he  made  many  voyages,  and  soon  rose 
to  command.     At  eighteen  years  of  age,  while  mate  of  the  ship 
Hope,  on  her  way  to  Holland,  the  crew,  taking  advantage  of  a 
violent   gale  of  wind,   rose  upon  the  officers,  seizf-d  the  captain, 
and  had  nearly  succeeded  in  throwing  him  overboard,  when  young 
Bainbridge,   hearing  the  alarm,  ran  on  deck  with  an  old   pistol 
without  a  lock,   and  being  assisted  by  an   apprentice   boy  and  au 
Irish  sailor,    who  was  attached    to   him  from  being  an  old  ship- 
mate, rescued  the  captain,  seized  the  ringleaders,  and  quelled  the 
mutiny.     So  satisfied  were  his  employers  with  this  as  well  as  his 
general  conduct,  that  before   his  term    of  service  expired,   he  re- 
ceived the  command  of  a  ship  in  the  Dutch  trade  when  only  nine- 
teen years  of  age.       From  this  time,  1793,  till  the  year  1708,  he 
commanded  merchant  ships  in  the  trade  from  Philadelphia  to  Eu- 
rope.    In  one  sf  these  voyages,   in  the   year  1790,  on  his    way 
from  Bourdeax  to  St.  Thomas,  in  the  small  ship  Hope,  with  foyr 
small  carriage  guns  and  nine  men,   ho  had  an  engagement  with 
a  British  schooner  of  eig!)t  guns  and  thirty-five  men,  commanded 
by  a  sailing  master  in  the  navy,  and  after  a  smart  action  compel- 
led  her  to  strike    her  colours.     As,  however,  the  two  countries 
were  at  peace,  and  he  of  course   was  acting  only  on  the  defen- 
sive, he  could  not  take  possession   of  her  ;    but  sent  her  off  con- 
temptuously to  make  a  report  of  her  action.     The  Hope  lost  no 
men,  but  the  enemy  had  many  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1798,  while  preparing  to  sail  for  Spain, 
he  received,  unexpectedly,  and  without  any  application  on  his 
part,  an  offer  of  the  command  of  the  United  States'  schooner  Pxe- 
taliation,  of  fourteen  guns,  to  be  employed  against  France,  be- 
tween which  power  and  the  United  States  hostilities  htid  ^-e^pnt- 


i-^6  ;SIvKTCHES   <JF 

ly  comii'.ejjccd.  lie  accepted  the  appoiDtmeiit,  on  conditioi)  that 
he  should  have  a  commission  as  Heutenant  and  con:niai)der  in  the 
navy,  and  be  placed  first  of  that  grade  on  the  list  c(  promotion. 
Having  received  this  he  sailed  in  the  Retaliation,  and  after  cruiz- 
ing during  the  summer,  along  the  coast  of  tiie  Uni;ed  States,  ac- 
companied the  squadron,  under  Com  Murray,  on  a  cruize  in  tlie 
West-Indies.  While  cruizing  to  the  windward  of  Guadalcupe, 
the  Retaliation  was  captured,  in  the  month  of  November,  by  two 
French  frigates  and  a  lugger,  and  taken  into  that  island,  whtre 
she  remained  three  months.  On  board  the  frigate  which  captured 
her  wasGen.Desfourneaux,  on  his  way  t«Gaudaloupe,to  supercede 
Victor  Hughes  in  the  command  of  the  island.  This  officer,  desir- 
ous, as  It  would  appear  from  his  conduct,  of  seeming  to  be  the 
ftitnd  of  the  United  States,  and  from  political  motives,  to  soothe 
tiie  irritation  of  the  American  people  at  the  outrages  of  the  French 
government,  proposed  to  Lieut.  Bainbridgc  to  resume  the  com- 
mand of  his  vessel,  and  return  to  the  United  States.  This  offer 
was  accompanied  by  assurances  of  the  respect  and  regard  in 
which  he  held  the  American  people.  His  conduct,  however,  ren- 
dered these  plausible  appearances  but  too  suspicious.  Whilst  afTect- 
ing  an  ostentatious  generosity  in  giving  up  the  Retaliation,  other 
American  ships,  of  far  more  value,  were  retained,  and  his  assur- 
ances of  respect  were  contradicted  by  the  harsh  and  rigorous  trcat- 
inent  of  many  Americans  whom  he  refused  to  regard  as  prison- 
ers, but  who  were  confined  and  treated  'cv'dh  as  much  severity  as 
criminals.  Perceiving  the  scheme  which  was  laid  for  him,  Lieut. 
Bainbridge  replied,  that  he  knew  of  no  other  light  in  which  he 
could  be  regarded,  than  either  as  a  prisoner,  or  as  entirely  free 
that  if  Gen.  Desfourneaux  returned  him  his  ship  and  his  com- 
mission, that  commission  required  him  to  cruize  against  the  com- 
vnerce  of  France,  an  injunction  which  he  dared  not  disobey. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  he  wore  a  prisoner,  the  proper  course 
v.oiild  be  to  make  his  ship  a  cartel,  and  send  her  home  in  that  way. 
He  remonstrated,  at  the  same  time,  with  great  firmness  against 
tSe  treatment  which  his  countrymen  were  daily  receiving.  Gen. 
Desfourneaux  insisted  on  his  resuming  his  command,  threatened 
him  with  imprisonment  if  he  refused,  and  declared,  that  if,  on  re- 
ceiving the  Ftetaliation  he  should  cruize  against  the  French,  every 
American  would  be  put  to  the  sword.  Lieut.  Bainbridge  rtplitd, 
that  no  threats  should  induce  him  to  act  unworthy  of  his  chaiac- 
ter  as  an  American  oiticer  ;  till  at  last,  finding  that  he  was  not 
to  be  won  over  into  this  plan  of  dissembled  friendship.  Gen.  Des- 
fourneaux gave  him  a  declaration,  that  he  had  been  obliged  by 
force  to  resume  the  command  of  his  vessel,  with  her  crew  re- 
duced to  forty  men  ;  and  with  this  justification  for  his  govern- 
ment, Lieut.  Bainbridge  sailed,  in  coni'^any  w'th  two  flags  cf  truce, 
for  the  United  States. 
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He  re&ehcd  home  in  February,  1799,  and  his  txchauge  being 
soon  effected,  he  received  a  commission  of  master  commandant^ 
ancl  sailed  in  the  bris;  Norfolk,  of  eighteen  guns,  on  a  second 
cruize  to  the  West  Indies.  Here  he  remained,  convoying  the 
trade  of  the  United  States,  for  some  months,  during  which  time 
he  captured  a  French  privateer,  ran  ashore  another  of  sixteen 
gUMS,  destroyed  a  number  of  barges,  besides  taking  several  of  the 
enemy's  merchant  vessels.  On  his  return  to  the  United  States  in 
August  of  the  same  year,  he  found  that  during  his  absence,  con- 
trary to  the  assurances  he  had  receivt  d,  as  well  as  to  the  tenure 
of  his  commissions  (both  of  which  were  higher  than  that  of  any 
lieutenantj  that  five  lieutenants  had  been  promoted  over  him  to 
the  rank  of  captain.  As  his  conduct  had  uniformly  received  the 
approbation  of  the  government,  and  as  none  of  those  who  were 
proMioted  had  had  any  opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves 
particularly,  he  remonstrated,  of  course,  against  such  a  violation 
of  his  rights.  He  received,  however,  no  other  satisfaction  than  a 
promise  that  no  such  appointment  should  take  place  for  the  future. 
Were  it  not  for  this  irregularity  he  would  now  have  ranked  as 
second  captain  in  the  navy.  Although  mortified  and  disappointed, 
his  attachment  to  the  service  induced  him  still  to  remain  in  it  ; 
and  he  again  sailed  with  a  squadron  of  four  brigs  and  a  ship,  des- 
tined to  protect  the  trade  of  the  United  States  to  Cuba.., ..a  ser- 
vice which  he  performed  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who 
wv-re  interested  in  it,  that  on  his  leaving  the  station  in  Aprif, 
1800.  an  address  was  presented  to  him  from  the  American  mer- 
chants and  others  concerned  in  the  Ur*ited  States'  trade,  express- 
ive of  tneir  regret  at  his  approaching  absence,  and  their  testimo- 
ny "of  the  vigilance,  perseverance,  and  urbanity  which  had 
marked  his  conduct  during  his  arduous  command  on  this  station," 
and  the  *•  essential  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  his  coun- 
try " 

When  he  returned  to  the  United  States  he  received  a  captain's 
oommission,  and  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  frigate 
Ge>rge  Washington,  in  which  he  stiorlly  at'terwards  sailed  fat- 
Algiers,  with  the  presents  which  the  United  States  were  by  treaty 
bound  to  make  to  that  regency.  He  arrived  in  safety  at  Algiers 
on  the  17th  of  September,  1800,  and  proceeded  to  land  the  pres-r 
ents,  which  were  well  received,  and  every  attention  paid  to  Capt. 
Bainbridge,  to  whom  the  dey  presented  an  elegant  Turkish  sword. 
In  a  few  days,  however,  these  friendly  appearances  vanished,  and 
the  dey  made  a  most  unexpected  and  extraordinary  demand,  that 
the  George  Washington  should  carry  his  ambassador  with  pres- 
sents  to  the  grand  seignior  at  Constantinople.  This  demand  was 
made  under  pretence  of  one  of  the  stipulations  in  our  treaty  with 
Algiers,  by  w  lich  it  is  declared,  that  "  should  the  dey  want  to 
fteight  any  Am.erican  vessel  that   may  be  in  the  regency  of  TnV 
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hey,  said  vessel  not  being  engaged,  in  conserjuence  of  the  friend- 
ship subsisting  between  the  two  nations,  he  expects  to  have  the 
preference  given  him,  on  his  paying  the  same  freight  offered  by 
any  other  nation."  Against  this  requisition  Capt.  Bainbridge  and 
the  American  consul,  Mr.  O'Brien,  remonstrated  warmly  and 
strenuously.  It  was  evident,  they  said,  that  this  stipulation  could 
appl}  only  to  merchant  ships,  not  to  national  vessels,  charg'  d  by 
their  own  government  with  specific  employment?.. ..that  Capt. 
Bainbridge  had  received  positive  instructions  for  his  voyage,  from 
v>;hich  he  dared  not,  and  would  not  deviate,  and  that  there  were 
other  ships  in  the  harbour  which  would  answer  the  purpose  equal- 
ly we!!.  The  dey,  iiowever,  persisted  in  his  demand  ;  and  h  It 
Cnpt.  Bainbiidge  cnly  a  choice  of  great  difficulties  and  embairass- 
ments.  On  the  one  hand,  an  ambassador,  with  a  retinue  of  two 
hundred  Turks  as  passengt  rs,  and  presents  to  the  amount  of  five 
or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  were  to  be  forced  on  board  the 
fric;ate,  and  carried  to  Constantinople,  at  the  entire  risk  of  the 
United  States.  If  in  the  new  and  dangerous  navigation  to  that 
place  accidents  happened  to  the  dey's  property,  the  United  States 
weuid  be  held  responsible  to  indemnify  him  ;  if  any  cruizers  of 
the  Portuguese,  Meapolitans,  or  other  powers  at  war  wath  Algiers 
should  meet  the  George  Washington  and  capture  her,  still  the 
United  States  would  be  bound  to  reimburse  the  loss  ;  and  the 
American  vessels  in  the  Mediterranean  would  be  instantly  seized 
by  the  Algerines  as  a  security  for  it.  Should  he  be  more  fortu- 
nate and  beat  off  these  enemies,  they  might  consider  this  cover  of 
Algerine  property  as  a  violation  of  neutrality,  and  think  them- 
selves justified  in  retaliating  on  the  defenceless  commerce  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Mediterranean.  Besides  which,  he  would 
deviate  from  his  orders  by  undertaking,  for  six  months,  a  voyage 
not  sanctioned  by  his  government.  On  the  other  hand,  a  refusal 
to  comply  would  occasion  the  detention  of  the  frigate,  which  was 
now  in  the  power  of  the  dey,  and  be  followed  by  an  immediate 
declaration  of  war  against  the  United  States,  for  this  alledged 
breach  of  the  treaty,  and  a  seizure  of  all  American  vessels  in  the 
Mediterranean.  In  this  situation  Capt.  Bainbridge  opposed  the 
dey  as  long  and  as  vigorously  as  possible.  The  dey  promised  that 
if  a  Sweedish  frigate,  which  was  then  expected,  arrived,  he 
would  take  her  in  place  of  the  George  Washington.  But  she  did 
not  come.  A  British  twenty-four  gun  ship  arrived  and  offered  to 
carry  the  presents.  This,  howewr,  the  dey  refused,  because  he 
would  not  be  under  obligations  to  England  ;  and  at  last,  exasper- 
ated by  opposition  he  sent  for  Capt.  Bainbridge  and  the  consul, 
and  peremptorily  demanded  that  the  frigate  should  go  to  Con- 
stantinople, threatening,  in  ca.-e  of  refusal,  to  make  slaves  of  al! 
the  Americans  in  Algiers,  to  detain  the  frigate,  and  send  out  hi:: 
rriiizers  asnirst  the  defenceless  trade  cf  the  United  States.     Th" 
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I/berty  of  liis  countrymen,  and  the  safety  of  the  American  com- 
merce, decided  Capt.  Bainhridge  at  last  to  smother  his  indigna- 
tion  at  this  unpleasant  and  humiliating  service,  and  he  consented 
to  receive  the  Algerine  ambassador. 

Another  difference  arose  about  the  flag  :  Capt.  Bainhridge  de- 
clared that  the  frigate  should  carry  her  own  colours  ;  but  the 
dey  insisted  that  the  flag  of  Algiers  should  be  worn  during  the 
voyage.     It  was  vain  to  resist,  however  mortifying  to  obey. 

They  sailed  from  Algiers  on  the  19th  of  October.  The  winds 
were  unfavourable,  the  weather  bad,  and  the  society  of  the  Turks 
not  calculated  to  console  the  officers  for  these  inconveniences  ;  but 
they  submitted  with  as  good  grace  as  possible  to  a  humiliation 
which  they  deemed  necessary  for  their  country's  service.  The 
frigate  anchored  at  the  lower  end  of  Constantinople  in  twenty- 
three  days  from  her  departure,  and  the  next  morning,  the  12th 
of  November,  the  American  flag  was  hoisted  at  the  mizen,  the 
Algerine  at  the  main.  Soon  afterwards  three  officers  in  sQcces- 
sion  were  sent  on  board  by  the  grand  seignior,  to  inquire  wha't 
ship  that  was,  and  what  colours  she  had  hoisted.  They  were 
told  that  it  was  an  American  frigate  and  an  American  flag.  They 
said  they  did  not  know  any  such  country.  Capt.  Bainhridge  then 
explained  that  America  was  the  New  World....  by  which  name 
they  had  some  idea  of  the  country.  After  these  inquiries  the 
frigate  came  into  the  harbour,  saluted  the  grand  seignior's  palace 
with  twenty-one  guns,  and  proceeded  to  unload  the  Algerine  car- 
go. The  ambassador  was  not  permitted  to  have  his  audience  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  capudan  pacha,  or  high  admiral  from  Egypt, 
and  it  was  necessary  for  the  frigate  to  wait  the  result.  Capt. 
Bainhridge  endeavoured  to  employ  the  interval  in  giving  to  the 
Turkish  government  a  favourable  impression  of  a  country,  of  which 
his  ship  and  crew  were  the  only  specimens  they  had  ever  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing.  At  this  time  an  embassy  to  Constantinople 
was  projected,  and  William  L.  Smith,  Esq.  then  minister  of  the 
United  States  in  Portugal,  was  designated  as  our  ambassador. 
It  was  therefore  desirable  that  his  arrival  should  be  preceded  by 
as  advantageous  an  opinion  as  possible  of  his  country.  How  well 
Capt.  Bainbridge  succeeded  in  making  these  impressions  we  may 
learn  from  the  unsuspicious  testimony  of  a  distinguished  traveller, 
Mr.  Clarke,  who  was  then  at  Constantinople,  and  with  vvhoHi 
Capt.  Bainbridge  contracted  a  friendly  intimacy.* 

•  '  The  avrival  of  an  American  frigate  "  says  Mr.  Clarke,  •'  for  the  first  time,  at  Constantjn<q»)e, 
caused  considerable  sensation,  not  only  amon^  the  Turks  but  a^o  throughout  the  whole  dipt*- 
inatic  corps  stationed  in  Pera.  This  ship,  commanded  by  Capl.  Bainbridge.  came  from  Algiers, 
with  a  Jetter  ami  presents  from  the  (ley  lo  the  sultan  and  capudan  pacha  The  presents  consist- 
ed ol  rygers  and  other  animals  sent  v.ith  a  view  to  conciliate  the  I  urKish  government,  whom  the 
dey  had  oftended.  When  she  came  to  an  anchor  and  a  message  went  td  the  porte  that  an  \meri  ■ 
can  'rigate  was  in  the  harbour,  ihe  Turks  were  altogether  unable  to  comprehend  where  the  coun- 
trv  was  situated  whose  flag  they  had  lo  salute.  A  great  ileal  of  time  was  therelore  lost  in  settling- 
tins  important  point  and  considering  how  to  receive  the  Strang  r.  In  the  meantime,  we  went  on 
bourd  to  visit  the  captain  ;  and  weie  sitting  with  hira  in  the  cabin,  when  a  messenger  came  from 
tlie  lurkisU  govtriitn«it  to  ask  whether  Am^nca  was  not  otherwise  cttlled  theKew  WorM:  rfiiH 

R 
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On  llie  arrival  of  the  capudau  pacha,  the  imfortunaie  Aigeriijc 
ambassador  was  denied  an  audience,  and  both  his  letters  ana  pres- 
ents refused,  on  acccount  of  the  many  depredations  comraitted  by 
Algiers  on  the  commerce  of  Austria  and  other  nations  friendly  to 
the  porte,  and  also  for  having  made  peace  with  France  without 
consulting  the  grand  seignior.  The  ambassador  and  his  suite 
were  not  suffered  to  leave  their  houses,  the  dey  of  Algiers  was  or- 
dered to  declare  war  against  France,  and  sixty  days  allowed  to 
receive  in  Constantinople  the  account  of  his  compliance,  on  paiiv 
of  immediate  war. 

Capt.  Bainbridgc  was,  however,  received  by  the  capndan  pacha 
with  distinguished  politeness.  He  took  the  frigate  under  his  im- 
medijite  protection  ;  requested  Capt.  Bainbridge  to  haul  down  the 
Algerine  flag  and  carry  the  American  ;  and  being  fond  of  ship- 
bi'iiiing  and  naval  affairs,  conceived,  from  the  seaman  like  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  the  state  of  the  frigate,  a  high  idea  of  our 
marine  character.  These  attentions  were  peculiarly  grateful,  as 
this  officer  was  related  by  marriage  to  the  grand  seignior,  and 
supposed  to  possess  great  influence  in  public  affairs.  Ke  after- 
wards  addressed  a  friendly  letter  to  Mr.  Smith,  the  expected  ani- 
bas.*ador,  and  the  two  countries  might  have  formed  a  commercial 
tteaty  under  very  favourable  auspices  :  but  the  mission  to  Con- 
stantinople was  afterwards  discountenanced  by  our  government » 
The  different    diplomatic    characters  at    Constantinople  paid  to 

Capt.    Bainbridge  very  marked  civilities more  particularly  lord 

Elgin,  the  British,  and  baron  de  Hubach,  the  Danish  ambassador. 
Every  thing  being  at  length  arranged,  the  George  Washington 
sailed  from  Constantinople  in  the  month  of  December,  carrying 
the  Turkish  ambassador's  secretary  back  to  Algiers,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  unfortunate  result  of  his  embassy. 

This  voyage  lo  Constantinople,  though  irksome  to  the  officers 
was  ultimately  the  means  of  acquiring  much  honour  to  the  United 
States,  and  might  have  been  rendered  highly  serviceable.  For 
lUiiately  for  us,  the  George  Washington  arrived  suddenly  befort 
Constantinople,  which  no  Christian  vessel  was  permitted  to  do.... 

Iieirig  answered  in  the  affirmative,  assured  the  captain  that  he  was  welcome,  and  would  be  tivated 
■with  lieut  ost  cordiality  a.' d  re-pect.  The  messengers  from  tht^  dey  were  then  ordered  on  boai-d 
Itw  capudan  pacha's  ship  ;  who  receivnig  tne  letter  from  their  sovereing  w.th  great  rage,  first  spat, 
and  t^ieri  stamped  upon  it  ;  telling  them  to  g^o  back  to  their  master,  and  inform  him  that  he  wouU 
be  sfwcd  alter  the  same  rnanu*  r,  whenever  the  'I'urkish  aJmiral  met  him.^  Capt.  Bainbr;dtre  was, 
howe«'er,  received  with  every  mark  of  attention,  and  rewarded  with  magnificent  presents  *  I'hrt 
fine  '.rderof  tke  sh:p  and  the  healthy  state  o'  her  cwhv.  became  topics  o.  general  conversation  in 
Jc'era  and  the  difft  rent  ministers  v  rove  who  should  receive  him  in  their  palaces.  'Ve  accompani- 
ed h  i-.i  in  his  long  boa-  to  the  Uinck  bea.  as  he  wa,s  desirous  o  '  hois' in;  there,  lor  the  first  time,  the 
American  flag  ;  and.  upon  his  retuni  were  amused  with  a  very  siniular  entertainment  at  his  table 
during  <liun(r.  Upon  the  fou,  corners  were  as  manj  decanters  coutainnig  ti-esh  water  trcm  a» 
many  quarters  of  the  globe.  The  natives  of  Kurope  Vsia.  v.rica,  and  America  sat  down  together 
at  the  same  table  and  were  regaled  with  flesh,  fiuit,  bread,  ami  other  viands  while,  of  every  article, 
a  sample  from  each  quarter  of  the  globe  was  presented  at  the  same  time  The  means  of  accom- 
plisliing  this  are  easily  explaine*!.  by  his  having  touched  at  Algiers  in  his  passage  from  America, 
iind  being  at  anchor  so  near  the  shores  both  ot  Europe  and  .\sia." 

•  This  li  iiicontctly  stated.    The  only  presents  received  were  a  shawl  and  a  fur  cloak,  whiih  to- 
ji^ther  -nie  ■"orlh  ahjut  400  dollarv 
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file  laws  of  ihe  parte  requiring  that  all  foreign  vessels  should  wait 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  below  the  city,  in  order  to  obtaiu 
leave  to  come  up  ;  and  as  the  American  flag  and  nation  were 
then  unknown,  and  the  ministers  of  foreign  powers  would  of 
course  have  been  unwilling  to  see  a  young  adventurous  people  ad- 
nsitted  to  share  the  advantages  of  a  trade,  which  they  were  enjoy- 
ing exclusively,  the  probability  is  that  the  frigate  never  would 
have  reached  Constantinople.  Arriving,  however,  as  she  did,  a 
fine  ship,  with  an'  excellent  crew  in  the  best  discipline,  she  gave 
the  Turks  a  high  idea  of  the  naval  character  of  the  United  States 

a  character  which  they  have  since  seen  Us  sustain  with  so  much 

glory  in  the  war  with  Tripoli.  After  landing  some  Turks  at  Mal- 
ta, as  a  favour  to  the  capudan  pacha,  Capt.  Bainbridge  arrived  oK 
Algiers  on  the  twenty-first  of  January.  Warned  by  his  past  mis- 
fortune, he  did  not  venture  his  frigate  within  reach  of  the  fort,  but 
sent  the  ambassador's  secretary  on  shore  in  a  boat,  although  the 
dey  desired  that  he  would  come  into  port  to  discharge  some  guns 
belonging  to  Algiers,  which  he  had  taken  in  there  as  ballast  for 
the  voyage  to  Constantinople.  The  dey,  however,  insisted,  and 
Capt.  Bainbridge,  fearful  of  the  consequences  to  the  unprotected 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  again  ventured  within  the  dey's 
power,  delivered  the  old  guns,  and  took  other  ballast.  The  ty- 
rant was  now  so  effectually  humbled  by  the  orders  of  the  grand 
seignior,  that  he  instantly  released  four  hundred  prisoners,  who 
had  been  taken  with  British  and  Austrian  passports,  and  declared 
war  against  France.  Finding  too,  that  Capt.  Bainbridge  was  on 
friendly  terms  with  the  capudan  pacha,  his  menaces  softened  into 
great  mildness.  After  having  been  thus  instrumental  in  the  re- 
lease of  so  many  prisoners,  Capt.  Bainbridge  was  now  enabled 
to  ierve  the  interests  of  humanity  in  another  way.  On  the  de- 
claration of  war  v^'ith  France,  the  consul  and  all  the  French  sub- 
jects, then  in  Algiers,  were  ordered  to  leave  the  country  in  forty- 
eight  hours,  and  as  their  longer  stay  would  have  exposed  them 
to  captivity,  they  were  all  taken  on  board  the  George  Washing- 
ton. 

He  sailed  from  Algiers  about  the  last  of  January,  and  after  land- 
ing the  French  passengers  at  Alicant,  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in 
the  month  of  April,  1801,  and  received  the  marked  approbation 
of  the  government  for  his  conduct  during  this  long,  unpleasant, 
and  delicate  service.  Before  his  return,  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
with  France  had  caused  a  reduction  of  the  navy,  and  there  vvere 
retained  only  nine  captains,  of  whom  he  had  the  satisfation  ot 
finding  himself  one.  In  the  following  June  he  received  the  com- 
mand of  the  frigate  Essex.  About  this  time  the  regency  of  Tri- 
poli, emboldened  by  the  success  of  the  Algerines,  commenced  hos- 
tilities against  the  United  States  :  to  oppose  which  a  squadron  of 
>i^-ates;,  among  which  vva?  the  Essex,  w^as  sent  to  the  Mediferra 
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nean.  Here  he  cojithnied  for  thirteen  or  fourteen  months  engaj^- 
ed  in  convoying  American  ships  and  other  neutrals  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  cruizing  against  the  Tripohtan  ships  of  war,  with 
none  of  which,  however  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  engage.  He 
returned  to  New.York  in  July,  1802,  and  remained  on  shore  for 
about  nine  months,  engaged  in  superintending  the  building  of  the 
U.  States'  brigs  Syren  and  Vixen. 

In  May,  1803,  he  was  appointed  to  command  the  Philadelphia, 
a  frigate  built  by  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  and  presented  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  He  sailed  in  her  from  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  in  July,  1803,  for  the  Mediterranean,  to  join 
the  squadron  then  under  Com.  Preble.  On  reaching  Gibraltar, 
he  heard  of  two  Tripolitan  cruizers  off  Cape  de  Gatt,  and  immedi- 
diately  shaped  his  course  after  them.  On  the  2t5th  of  August  he 
discovered  a  ship  with  a  brig  in  company,  both  under  a  foresaii 
only.  As  it  was  night,  the  wind  blowing  very  fresh,  and  the  ship's 
guns  housed,  it  was  not  till  the  Philadelphia  hailed  her  that  she 
proved  to  be  a  vessel  of  war  from  the  coast  of  Barbary.  On  or- 
dering her  boat  on  board  with  the  ship's  passports,  she  was  found 
to  be  the  Mirboha,  a  cruizer  of  22  guns  and  one  hundred  and  ten 
men,  from  Morocco,  and  by  concealing  from  the  Moorish  officer 
TA^ho  came  on  board,  the  nation  to  which  the  Essex  belonged,  he 
was  led  to  mention  that  the  brig  was  an  American  going  to  Spain, 
whom  they  had  boarded,  but  not  detained.  The  low  sail  under 
which  the  brig  was,  however,  exciting  some  suspicion,  Capt. 
Bainbridge  sent  his  first  lieutenant  to  examine  if  the  ship  had  any 
American  prisoners  ;  but  he  was  prevented  by  the  captain  of  the 
ship.  A  boat  well  manned  and  armed  was  sent  to  enforce  a  com- 
pliance, and  they  found  on  board  the  American  captain  of  the  brig, 
who,  with  his  crew,  were  all  confined  below,  the  brig  having 
been  captured  by  the  Moorish  cruizer  nine  days  before.  After 
this  act  of  hostility,  Capt.  Bainbridge  had  no  hesitation  in  making 
prize  of  the  ship,  which  was  immediately  manned  from  the  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  two  ships  proceeded  to  cruize  for  the  brig,  which 
had  made  off  during  this  examination.  It  was  not  till  after  a 
search  among  a  fleet  of  vessels,  all  the  next  day,  that  she  was 
discovered,  pursued,  and  taken,  and  both  vessels  carried  into  Gib- 
raltar. 

On  board  the  Mirboha  were  found  cruizing  orders  from  the 
governor  of  Tangiers,  which  proved  the  hostile  dispositions  of  the 
emperor  of  Morocco,  who  was  about  letting  loose  his  forces 
against  the  American  commerce.  The  capture  of  one  of  his  finest 
ships,  at  the  very  commencement  of  this  scheme,  convinced  him 
of  the  folly  of  it,  and  afforded  Com.  Preble,  on  his  arrival  at  Gib- 
raltar, the  means  of  bringing  the  emperor  to  a  speedy  and  perma- 
nent peace  with  the  United  State?^. 
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While  he  was  detained  by  this  negociation,  Capt.  Bainbridge, 
in  cou)pany  with  the  A'ixeii,  Capt.  Smith,  had  proceeded  to  block- 
ade the  harbour  of  Tripoli.  llere  he  soon  received  information 
that  a  Tripohtaii  cruizer  had  escaped  from  the  port,  and  he  dess 
patched  the  Vixen  to  cruize  off  Cape  Eon  in  quest  of  her.  After 
her  departure  the  Philadelphia  was  driven  from  her  cruizing  ground 
for  several  day.*,  by  t[)e  prevalence  of  strong  westerly  gales  ;  but 
the  wind  having  cl)anc;ed  to  the  eastward,  she  ivas  returning  to 
her  station  when,  on  t!ie  31st  of  October,  uot  many  leagues  to 
the  ea?t  of  the  town,  at  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a 
strange  ship  was  seen  in  shore,  to  which  chase  was  immediately 
^^iven.  The  chase  kept  as  close  in  shore  as  she  dared,  and  ran 
for  the  harbour  of  Tripoli.  The  Philadelphia  continued  to  chase 
along  the  land,  not  venturing  into  shoaler  water  than  seven  fath- 
oms, and  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  ;  but  finding  she  could  not 
cut  the  chase  oil"  frtim  the  haibuur,  gave  up  the  pursuit,  and  haled 
her  wind  to  the  northward,  which  was  directly  from  oil'  the  land  ; 
when,  about  half  after  eleven  o'clock,  as  she  was  going  at  the 
rate  of  six  or  seven  knots,  she  ran  upon  rocks  about  four  mile* 
and  a  half  from  the  town.  These  rocks  are  a  continuation  of 
a  reef  which  directly  opposite  the  town  are  above  water,  and 
extend  a  long  distance  to  the  eastward.  They  were  not  laid 
down  in  any  charts  on  board,  nor  had  they  been  discovered  by 
our  public  ships,  which  had  before  cruized  on  this  coast  ;  nor,  al- 
though three  leads  weie  kept  heaving,  were  they  perceived  till 
she  struck.  Great  exertions  were  instantly  made  to  float  the 
ship.  A  part  of  the  guns  were  thrown  overboard  ;  the  anchoFS 
cut  away  from  the  bows  ;  the  water  started  ;  the  foremast  cut 
away  ;  but  all  to  no  purpose.  As  soon  as  she  had  grounded  the 
gun-boats  came  out  to  attack  her.  They  took  a  position  on  her 
quarters  :  but  her  stern  chasers  compelled  them  to  change  their 
station  ;  and  while  the  ship  continued  upright,  with  the  few  guns 
that  could  be  broirght  to  bear,  she  could  keep  the  enemy  at  dis- 
tance ;  but  she  soon  lay  over  so  much  on  one  side,  that  she  could 
not  use  her  guns.  At  length,  after  sustaining  the  enemy's  fire 
for  between  five  and  six  hours,  and  seeing  no  chance  of  getting 
the  ship  off,  a  council  of  war  was  called  of  all  the  officers,  who 
gave  an  unanimous  opinion,  that,  as  it  was  impossible  to  defend 
themselves,  or  to  annoy  the  enemy,  any  further  show  of  resistance 
would  only  expose  the  lives  of  the  crew,  and  that  the  painful  al- 
ternative of  surrendering  was  all  that  remained  for  them.  The 
magazine  was  therefore  drowned  ;  the  arms  and  every  article 
of  value  thrown  overboard  ;  the  ship  scuttled  ;  the  pumps  choak- 
ed,  and  the  colours  were  then  hauled  down  at  five  o'clock.  One 
of  the  boats  was  sent  to  acquaint  the  enemy  that  the  ship  would 
make  no  further  resistance.  ««  On  approachmg  the  enemy,"  says 
ine  of  the  officers  employed  on   this  occasion,   **  we  yr^re  hailed 
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by  almost  every  one,  and  each  ordered  us  along  side  of  his  boat. 
One,  however,  fired  a  shot,  which  struck  near  us,  and  prtsdming 
iiim  to  be  the  commodore,  we  rowed  towards  him,  when  one  of 
the  near  gun-boats,  perceiving  we  were  not  coming  to  him,  man- 
gled his  boat  and  came  after  us.  There  were  about  fifteen  men  in 
this  boat,  all  armed  with  pistol?,  with  sabres,  and  a  long  musket 
suspended  over  their  backs.  They  were  a  ferocious  and  savage 
set.  They  sprung  intoour  boat,  and  immediately  two  seized  Liiut. 
Porter,  and  two  others  seized  me.  My  coat  was  soon  off,  my 
vest  unbottoned,  and  my  cravat  torn  from  my  neck.  I  thought, 
for  my  own  part,  I  should  not  have  time  to  count  my  beads  ;  but 
we  soon  perceived  that  their  violence  was  only  with  a  view  of 
getting  from  us  whatever  money  or  valuables  we  might  have  con- 
cealed about  our  persons.  We  now  proceeded  towards  the  shore, 
the  gun-boat  men  continuing  in  our  boat.  It  was  just  dark  when 
we  approached  the  beach,  which  was.  covered  with  people,  arm- 
-ed  and  shouting  most  hideously,  and  landed  amid  the  shouts  of  the 
■popul-ace,  by  whom  we  were  pushed  about  rudely.  We  were 
■conducted  to  tiie  gate  of  the  pacha's  castle,  followed  by  the 
crowd.  Here  we  were  detained  some  minutes,  his  majesty  not 
being  ready  to  receive  us.  We  were,  however,  at  length  usher- 
ed into  his  presence.  We  now  felt  ourselves  safe.  The  pacha 
was  seated  in  state,  with  his  ministers  and  principal  officers  about 
him,  and  surrounded  by  a  numerous  guard.  We  were  desired  to 
be  seated,  while  the  boat's  crew  stood  at  some  distance  back. 
A  variety  of  questions  were  put  to  us  :  how  many  men  were  in 
ihe  Philadelphia?  how  many  guns  had  she  ?  were  any  of  the  guns 
of  brass  ?  how  much  powder  was  there  ?  was  there  any  money 
in  the  ship  ?  where  was  Com.  Morris  ?  where  v^as  the  schooner 
Enterprise  ?  &c.  Three  glasses  of  sherbert  were  brought,  one  for 
each  of  us,  of  which  we  drank." 

The  same  scene  of  plunder  was  renewed  when  the  Tripolitans 
came  on  board.  They  took  from  Capt.  Bainbridge  his  watch, 
and  epaulets,  and  the  cravat  from  his  neck:  but  with  much  strug- 
gling and  difficulty  he  saved  the  miniature  of  his  wife.  When 
he  was  brought  into  the  castie  the  same  set  of  questions  were  re- 
peated by  the  pacha,  who  observed,  among  other  things,  that  the 
fortune  of  war  had  placed  Capt.  Bainbridge  in  his  present  situa- 
tion. They  were  then  sent  to  another  apartment,  where  a  sup- 
per v;as  provided  for  the  officers  ;  after  which  they  were  brought 
in  a  body  before  the  pacha,  who  gratified  himself  by  taking  a  view 
cf  them  collectively.  The  complacency  with  which  he  surveyed 
them,  his  cheerful  and  animated  countenance,  sufficiently  denoted 
his  satisfaction  at  seeing  them.  His  reception  of  them,  however, 
made  favourable  impressions  of  his  character.  He  presented  them 
to  his  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Sidi  Muhamed  Dghies,  who  was 
v>  have  charge  of  them,  and  who,  the  bashaw  observed,  wo'M 
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Izke  good  care  of  them.  This  indeed  they  tbund  to  be  strictly 
true  ;  for  tliey  were  now  conducted  to  the  house  of  the  late  Anr^er- 
kan  consul,  and  although  it  was  b}'  this  time  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  minister  sent  for  the  Danish  consul,  Mr.  Nissen, 
whom  he  introduced  to  Capt.  Bainbridge  as  bis  particular  friend,, 
and  one  who  would  render  the  officers  every  service  in  his  pow- 
er. This  estimable  man  irr>mediately  brought  refreshments,  and 
all  the  bedding  which  he  could  collect  at  that  hour  ;  and  nhoul 
two  o^cJock  tht  officers  lay  down  to  sleep  as  well  as  their  new 
and  terrible  misfortune  would  permit  ihem.  The  next  day,  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  requested  Capt.  Eainbridge  and  his  offi- 
cers to  give  their  parole,  in  order  that  he  might  in  turn,  pledge  hk 
word  to  the  pacha  for  their  safety.  This  u^as  complied  with. 
The  officers  also  presented  an  unanimous  address  to  the  captain,. 
jn  which  they  stated  their  belief  that  the  charts  and  soundings  jus- 
tiilied  as  near  an  approach  to  the  shore  as  they  had  made  ;  and 
declaring,  that  on  this  as  on  every  other  occasion,  his  cojiducJ 
had  been  correct  and  honourable.  Soothed  by  this  proof  of  confi- 
dence and  attachment,  Capt.  Bainbridge  endeavoured  to  render 
the  situation  of  his  officers  and  crew  as  comfortable  as  possible. 
The  consular  house  was  commodious,  and  although  not  large 
enough  for  the  accommodation  of  so  many  persons,  was  at  least 
airy,  and  the  atmosphere  they  breathed  was  pure.  About  a  fort- 
night after  this,  however,  the  pacha's  minister  acquainted  Capt, 
Bainbridge  that  letters  had  been  received  from  the  Tripolitans 
-who  had  been  taken  by  Capt.  Rodgers,  in  the  John  Adams,  com- 
plaining of  being  ill-treated  by  him,  and  Capt,  Bainbridge  was  re- 
quested to  sign  an  order  upon  Com.  Preble  to  give  up  these  Tripo 
litan  prisoners,  with  a  declaration,  that  if  he  refused,  the  ill-treat- 
ment shown  to  the  Tripolitan  prisoners  should  be  retaliated  upoc 
the  officer.*!  of  the  Philadelphia.  Capt.  Bainbridge  peremptorily 
refused  to  sign  this  order-,  and  accordingly,  by  way  of  punish- 
ment, they  were  conducted  b}'^  the  slave  driver  to  the  prison^ 
where  the  crew  were  confined  at  work.  Here  they  remained 
one  day,  when  the  Tripolitan  government  finding  Capt.  Bain- 
bridge's  firmness  not  to  be  shaken,  they  were  re-conducted  in  thu 
evening  to  the  consular  house,  and  an  apology  received  from  the 
minister  for  the  indignity  they  had  suffered.  Here  they  continu= 
ed,  and  were  permitted  occasionally  to  walk  out  to  the  country 
in  small  parties,  accompanied  by  a  guard. 

On  the  leth  of  February,  1804,  the  Philadelphia  was  burnt  by 
DecatuH.  This  mortitred  the  pacha  exceedingly  ;  though  he  af- 
fected to  consider  it  as  a  fortune  of  war.  Some  of  the  bodies  Oj 
persons  who  were  known  to  have  been  on  board  the  Philadelphia, 
fl'.'ited  ashore,  from  which  the  pacha  pretended  to  believe,  thai 
D  calur,  after  [{'  tting  clear  of  the  harbour,  had,  in  cold  blood, 
billed  the  piisonei?.      This  was  the  pretext  for  increasifig  the  se- 
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^'crity  ol  their  confinement.  According!}'  they  were  removed  to 
Mppartments  in  the  pacha's  castle,  exceedingly  small,  and  but  ill 
adapted  to  accommodate  so  many.  They  weie  without  windows, 
and  all  the  light,  as  well  as  fresh  air,  was  admitted  through  a 
small  opening  at  the  top,  grated  over  with  iron  railing.  The 
atmosphere  they  breathed,  while  thus  closely  confined,  scon  be- 
came unhealthy,  and  Capt.  Bainbridge  repeatedly  represented  to 
the  minister,  that  they  could  not  exist  so  crowded  together,  and 
with  such  confined  air.  After  much  delay,  and  when  the  warm 
weather  came  on,  and  they  were  all  getting  sick,  these  accommo 
dations  were  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  other  rooms.  Still  they 
were  much  crowded,  and  they  could  not  have  sustained  such  con- 
finement, but  that  the  climate  of  Tripoli  is  the  mildest  and  most 
delightful  in  the  world.  While  in  this  confinement  they  were 
^;omttimes,  when  none  of  the  American  cruizers  were  off,  per- 
mitted to  walk  into  the  country  ;  but  there  was  one  period  of 
nearly  eight  months,  that  they  weie  not  allowed  this  indulgence, 
and  these  eight  months  included  one  whole  summer,a  season  when 
the  weather  was  warm,  and  consequently  the}'  most  needed  ex- 
ercise and  fresh  air.  They  continued  in  this  confinement  until  the 
peace  of  June,  1805.  * 

The  conduct  of  the  pacha  and  his  oflRcers  was,  hov,'ever,  far 
more  mild  than  they  had  been  led  to  anticipate,  and  even  this  ri- 
gorous confinement  was  imposed,  not  so  much  with  a  view  to 
make  them  siifTer,  as  because  the  pacha  thought  it  the  only  mode 
by  which  he  could  secure  them.  He  was  very  apprehensive  on 
this  point.  The  Danish  consul  endeavoured  to  explain  to  the  Tri- 
p.olitan  government  the  nature  of  a  parole  among  Europeans,  and 
t:?b-ured  the  government  that  by  getting  them  to  pledge  their  hon- 
our, they  would  make  no  attempt  to  escape,  and  should  be  more 
safe  than  by  all  his  guards,  his  bolts  and  his  bars  ;  but  this  the 
pacha  could  not  understand,  and  he  could  not  be  made  to  beheve 
tiiat  any  prisoner  who  had  the  chance  to  escape,  would  be  deter- 
red from  doing  so  merely  because  he  had  passed  his  word.  It 
was  once  debated  in  the  divan,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  put  the  ofiicers  to  hard  labour,  under  the  idea  that  Com.  Preble, 
as  soon  as  he  heard  of  it,  would,  on  their  account,  be  more  soli- 
citous for  peace.  But  it  was  Justly  concluded  that  it  would  have 
a  contrary  tendency  ;  that  it  would  irritate  and  exasperate  their 
oountrvmen,  and  induce  a  more  vigorous  presecution  of  the  war, 
The  project  was  theiefore  abandoned. 

When  the  news  was  received  that  Gen.  Eaton  had  taken 
Derne,  and  in  conjimction  with  the  dethroned  pacha,  was  ad- 
vancing towards  Tripoli,  Eaton's  force  was  greatly  exaggerated, 
and  the  pacha  became  alarmed.  He  sent  word  to  Capt.  Bain- 
bridge, that  heretofore  he  considered  the  war  as  one  of  interest 
onlv  ;    that  the  United  States  prosecuted  it  in  order  ^o  get  away 
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their  conntrymen  for  as  small  a  sum  of  money  as  possible,  and 
that  he  continued  it  to  get  as  much  as  possible  for  his  prisoners  .: 
but  that  now  the  Americans  had  made  common  cause  with  his 
exiled  brother,  and  that  consequently,  he  must  succeed  against 
Katon  or  lose  his  kingdom  ;  that  he  had  the  means  of  injuring 
the  feelings  of  the  American  people  in  a  most  delicate  point  (mean- 
ing, by  putting  the  prisoners  to  death)  and  that  in  a  case  of  ex- 
tremity he  should  enforce  these  means.  The  pacha  thought  to 
alarm  Capt.  Bainbridge,  and  induce  him  to  write  to  the  commo- 
dore, or  to  Eaton.  Capt.  Bainbridge,  however,  replied,  that  he 
and  his  officers  were  in  the  power  of  the  pacha,  and  that  he 
might  do  with  them  as  he  pleased  ;  that  the  United  States  had 
many  officers  and  seamen,  and  that  consequently  they  should 
be  no  loss  to  their  country.  This  spirited  reply  saved  him  from 
any  more  such  messages.  It  is  impossible  to  say  whether  the  pa 
cha  would  or  weuld  not  have  gone  to  this  extremity.  He  is  te 
man  of  strong  passions,  and  ambitious  ;  and  had  he  been  driven 
iVom  his  kingdom,  he  might  have  been  urged  to  this  violence  ;  as 
it  cannot  be  supposed  that  he  should  entertain  the  same  sentiments 
of  abhorrence  at  the  atrocity  of  sacrificing  his  prisoners,  as  would 
be  felt  by  an  European.  A  place  in  the  interior  had  certainly 
been  fixed  on  an  as  a  place  of  security  for  them,  in  case  it  became 
necessary  to  remove  them  from  the  capital. 

While  thus  confined,  without  exercise  or  change  of  scene,  theic 
time,  it  may  be  easily  imagined,  passed  heavily.  But  their  youth 
and  the  hardy  frame  of  mind,  created  by  their  profession,  were 
qualified  to  resist  for  a  long  time  the  depressing  effects  of  misfor 
tune.  After  the  short  interval  of  unavailing  regret  had  passed,, 
they  collected  their  spirits  and  resources,  and  endeavoured  to  de- 
rive amusement  and  occupation  from  every  quarter. 

When  they  were  taken  they  lost  all  their  clothes.  The  officers 
of  the  Vixen,  as  soon  as  they  heard  of  this  circumstance,  sent  a 
part  of  their  clothes,  which  came  very  seasonably.  Soon  after^ 
some  of  their  own  was  brought  to  the  prison  for  sale,  and  each  of 
iicer,  having  thus  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  some  of  his  former 
vardrobe,  they  had  a  sufficient  supply.  Some  of  their  books 
were  also  taken  to  them  to  be  sold,  and  were  purchased  fron? 
the  Tripolitans,  to  whom  they  were  entirely  useless,  at  a  price 
generally  much  below  their  value. 

These  furnished  the  means  of  constant  employment,  as  their 
officers  were  enabled  to  pursue  the  studies  to  which  they  were  at- 
tached, and  the  prison  became  a  sort  of  academy,  in  which  na- 
vip;ation,  the  French  language,  and  other  instructive  studies  were 
cultivated.  Occasionally  too  they  found  some  relief  against  ennui, 
in  theatrical  performances.  Among  the  books  purchased  was  an 
odd  volume  of  plays,  containing  the  Castle  Spectre,  the  Heir  at 
Law,  the  Straager,  and  Secrets  Worth  Knowing.      These  were 
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successively  got  up  and  performed.  This  resource  \vias  husband 
cd  very  carefully.  Thus  they  were  busily  cccupitd  for  some  time 
in  preparing  the  scenery,  then  the  dresses,  tiieji  in  rehearsing, 
aMcl  finally,  after  great  exertions  for  thice  or  four  weeks,  the  tiie 
atre  was  opened.  The  sctner)  was  painted  in  such  colours  as 
could  be  procured  ;  the  si^fjer  cli esses  ol  the  ladies  were  formed 
of  sheets,  while  black  silk  handkf^rchiefs  sewed  together  furnished 
su'ts  of  wo  ;  and  leaves  a5:d  paper  completed  the  materials  of  the 
female  toilet.  After  this,  criticism  upon  the  perforn)aiice  and  dres 
ses  of  the  several  actors  and  actresses  kept  them  alive,  and  some 
times  cheerful  for  a  fortnight  ;  and  now  again  they  began  to  pre 
pare  for  another  play. 

Anotiier  great  resource  was,  that  sometimes  they  received  let- 
ters from  their  friends  in  America.  This  indeed  was  rare,  bi:t  it 
always  had  a  most  lively  and  permanent  effVct  upon  them.  Their 
greatest  comfort,  however,  certainly  was  that  they  were  all  k(pt 
together.  Had  they  been  separated,  and  deprived  of  the  support 
of  each  other's  company,  they  could  not  have  survived  so  long  a 
captivity. 

Among  their  comforts  too   we  should  not   omit  the  active  and 

friendly  humanity  of  Mr.  Nissen,  the  Danish  consul a  gentleman 

whose  generous,  manly,  and  honourable  conduct  should  be  con- 
nected with  every  mention  of  the  Tripolitan  war.  While  the 
(;lher  agents  of  foreign  countries,  the  French,  English,  and  Span- 
ish consuls  kept  aloof  from  some  paltry  consideration  of  timidity,  or 
commercial  jealousy,  or  wrote  to  the  captives  a  cold  and  formal 
and  complimentarj;  and  unmeaning  offer  of  service,  Mr.  Nissen 
came  forward  at  once,  and  from  the  first  to  the  last  hour  of  their 
captivity  was  a  constant,  unremitting,  anxious,^  and  affectionate 
ilriend.  Money,  clothes,  books,  and  every  thing  which  could  con- 
tribute to  render  the  situation  of  the  captives  less  irksome,  was 
lavished  bv  the  friendly  zeal  of  Mr.  Nissen.  When  the  period 
of  their  captivity  was  about  expiring,  they  addressed  to  that  esti- 
mable man  a  letter  of  thanks  for  his  disinterested  friendship;  and 
as  soon  as  they  were  released,  presented  to  him  an  urn,  as  a  last- 
ing i.ionume  it  of  his  benevolence  and  their  gratitude. 

Uesides  other  modes  of  occupying  their  tin.'e,  their  minds  were 
frc  quently  excitt  d  by  hopes  and  efforts  to  escape.  An  attempt 
was  made  in  the  latter  end  of  April,  lb04,  to  undermine  the  cas- 
tle and  escape  under  the  wall.  They  commenced  digging  in  the 
room  of  the  warrant  officers  ;  but  after  working  for  four  days 
they  reached,  at  the  depth  of  twenty-five  feet,  a  loose  sand  aud 
water,  and  foirnd,  that  the  foundati  n  of  the  castle  was  built  up- 
on made  ground,  of  so  loose  a  texture,  that  it  was  impracticable 
lo  undermine  it  horizontally  the  requisite  distance,  which  was  one 
iiundred  -'.nd  fifty  yards,  without  boards  to  prop  it  and  prev',"vrt 
is  failing  in  ;  as  they  had  none  of  these  they  were  oDliged  to  Look 
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to  sonje  clher  means  of  escape.  In  the  follovsing  May  they  adopt 
od  another  scheme.  One  of  the  inner  walls  of  the  prison  conr- 
Hiunicated  with  a  subterraneous  passage,  vvliich  they  hoped  would 
lead  to  the  outward  walls  of  the  castle,  and  by  perforating  this 
they  expected  to  find  a  passage  into  the  town.  Accordingly  they 
began  to  take  out  one  by  one  the  stones  of  this  wall,  'vhich  were 
carefully  replaced  to  avoid  iu^picion.  For  this  labour  they  had 
aothing'but  their  case  knives,  a  dull  axe,  and  an  iron  bolt  ;  but 
they  at  last  got  into  a  long,  dark,  subterraneous  passage,  which 
they  followed  for  some  time,  till  tlit^ir  progress  was  stopped  by 
another  wall.  This  they  perforated  ;  but  their  surprise  and  mor- 
tification, found  a  space  of  made  earth  or  terrace,  on  which  the 
top  of  the  castle  rested.  They  were  not,  however,  disheartened, 
but  began  to  excavate  a  space  large  enough  for  a  man  to  crawl 
in  upon  his  hands  and  knees,  carefully  removing  the  earth  to  a 
distance,  and  scattering  it  through  the  subterranean  passage;  but 
they  had  not  made  much  progress  before  the  movements  of  the 
soldiers  and  the  great  weight  on  the  top  of  the  terrace  made  it 
cave  in,  and  destroyed  the  whole  enterprise.  Fortunately  the 
suspicions  of  the  guard  were  not  excited,  and  the  plan  remained 
undiscovered. 

Another  and  more  bold  attempt  had  no  better  succesc,  it  was 
intended  to  reach,  by  a  difficult  and  dangerous  way,  to  the  win- 
dow at  the  top  of  the  prison,  through  which  they  were  to  get  on 
the  terrace,  and  taking  advantage  of  some  moment  when  the 
guards  were  asleep  or  inattentive,  cross  the  terrace,  a  distance  ot 
fifty  or  sixty  yard?,  to  the  parapet  of  the  wall.  In  one  of  the 
embrasures  of  this  they  were  to  make  fast  a  rope  formed  of  all  the 
sheets  tied  together,  and  descend  a  height  of  ninety  feet  to  the 
beach.  The  first  who  got  down  were  to  swim  to  a  Spanish  ves- 
sel about  half  a  mile  off,  cut  her  boat  adrift  and  bring  it  ashore, 
and  the  wholt  party  were  then  to  embark  and  endeavour  to  gain 
the  American  sqyadron.  This  plan  was  confined  to  Capt.  Bain- 
bridge  and  a  few  of  the  original  projectors  of  it.  On  the  eve  of 
its  execution,  Capt.  Bainbridge  wrote  to  the  TripoJitan  minister  to 
inform  him,  that  as  no  regard  had  been  paid  to  their  parole,  he 
deemed  himself  justified  in  attempting  to  regain  his  liberty,  and 
recommending  the  officers  who  should  be  left  behind  to  his  partic- 
ular care  and  attention.  To  those  officers  themselves  he  addres- 
sed a  note,  stating,  that  as  all  could  not  make  the  attempt,  it  was 
necessarily  confined  to  its  projectors  ;  that  the  escape  of  himself 
and  so  many  officers  would  enable  them  to  render  the  greatest 
services  to  those  who  remained,  and  hapten  the  period  of  their  lib- 
eration, by  lessening  the  sum  to  be  demanded  by  the  Tripolitans. 
When  these  arrangements  were  concluded,  the  party  reach- 
ed the  window,  but  it  blew  so  violent  a  gale  of  wind,  that 
'hey    were  obliged  to  postpone  the   };:oi'oct;    and   Cnptnin    'Vain 
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bridge,  finding  that  his  departure  excited  some  uneasiness  in  the 
minds  of  sonrie  of  the  ofiicers,  abandoned  the  exf)cdition,  and  de- 
termined to  share  their  fate.  The  attempt  was  then  made  by 
throe  lieutenants  and  as  many  midshipmen.  At  midnight,  on  the 
21st  of  May,  they  reached  the  terrace,  and  remained  there  for 
nearly  two  hours,  endeavouring  to  seek  a  monient  to  cross  to 
the  parapet  ;  but  the  terrace  was  covered  with  guards,  and  they 
found  no  opportunity  of  getting  off.  Tlie  failure  of  this  scheme 
put  an  end  to  all  plans  of  escape,  and  they  patiently  waited  theic 
liberation  from  the  hands  of  their  countr3'men. 

During  the  bombardment  of  the  tovvi],  they  were  the  melan- 
choly and  inactive  witnesses  of  the  efforts  of  their  countrymen- 
The  burning  of  the  Philadelphia,  the  explosion  of  the  fire-ship  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Somers,  and  the  various  attacks  made  on  the 
town,  all  passed  before  their  eyes.  Sometimes,  too,  they  were 
exposed  from  their  situation  to  great  danger.  On  one  occasion, 
a  twenty-four  pound  shot  came  into  Capt,  Bainbridge's  bed-room, 
and  passed  within  six  inches  of  his  head. 

While  the  officers  were  confined,  the  men  were  kept  at  work 
during  the  day  and  locked  up  at  night.  The  work,  however, 
which  was  required  of  them  was  always  light,  and  nothing  more 
than  wholesome  exercise.  It  was  scarcely  as  severe  as  the  ordi* 
nary  duty  which  is  exacted  from  them  on  board  ship.  The  Tri- 
politans  are,  generally  speaking,  and  excepting  the  people  employ- 
ed in  the  gun-boats,  of  a  mild  and  humane  character.  The  prison- 
ers were  often  obstinate,  uncomplying,  and  mischievous  ;  yet 
the  Tripolilans  who  had  charge  of  them  were  rarely  provoked  to 
punish  them.  They  used  often  to  say,  that  the  Americans  were 
the  most  difficult  to  manage  of  any  people  they  had  ever  seen. 
Several  of  the  crew  turned  Mahometans,  and  thus  gained  their 
freedom  ;  but  the  rest  remained  faithful  to  their  country  and  their 
religion.* 

At  list  Col.  Lear  appeared  off  the  harbour  to  negociate  peace 
•with  Tripoli.  The  first  overtures  were  embarrassed  by  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Spanish  Consul,  who  was  at  length  put  aside, 
and  Capt.  Bainbridge  proposed,  as  the  shortest  mode  of  pacifica- 
tion, that  he  should  be  permitted  to  visit  the  squadron.  This  re- 
quest was  so  new^  in  Barbary,  that  the  officers  of  the  Philadelphia 
were  obliged  to  give  a  written  declaration,  that  in  case  he  did 
not  return  they  would  submit  to  any  punishment  the  pacha  might 
inflict.  Under  this  guaranty  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Amer- 
ican  officers,  and  a  tieaty  was  at  last  concluded  between  the  two 

•  It  would  be  nniu«t  not  to  record  an  instance  of  tlie  genriosify  oP  these  seamen  Among  the 
arivtrs  who  £up»  rii.teiided  them  vhile  at  work  was  a  Neapolitan,  liirascH  a  captive,  who  had  often 
relenud  into  piij  for  thtm  and  done  ihfin  acts  of  kindness.  touched  by  this  treatment  the  crew 
as  ihey  were  aliout  to  leave  I'ripoli,  made  a  subscription  out  of  their  wages  oi  between  three  and 
four  hundred  dollars,  with  which  tliey  purchased  the  liberty  of  the  Kcapoliian,  who  was  thus  vc-scpret' 
?.t  the  earee  time  wiUi  thtnwclvc!  to  frettJom  aad  his  ctjuntry, 
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couatiios  ;  by  which  the  American  and  Tripolitan  prisoners  were 
exchanged,  and  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars  given  to  the 
pacha.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1805,  the  officers  were  liberated,  af- 
ter a  confinement  of  nineteen  months  and  three  days,  and  on  the 
fourth  thev,  as  well  as  the  crew,  embarked  on  board  the  squad- 
ron, and  soon  after  sailed  for  America. 

Captain  Bainbiidge  reached  the  United  States  in  the  autumn  of 
1805,  and  the  reception  which  he  met  from  his  country  was  such 
as  to  satisf}'  completely  the  feelings  of  a  meritorious  but  unfortu- 
nate ofTicer.  He  was  received  rather  as  a  returning  conqueror 
than  as  a  vanquished  prisoner — a  most  unequivocal  proof  of  public 
confidence,  since  that  merit  must  indeed  be  sterling  which  could 
stand  the  test  of  such  misfortunes.  Nor  were  the  opinions  of  his 
brother  officers  less  honourable  and  liberal.  At  his  request  a  court 
of  inquiry  had  been  held  on  the  loss  of  the  frigate,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  was,  that  it  "  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
Capt.  Bain  bridge  acted  with  fortitude  and  good  conduct  in  the 
loss  of  the  United  States*  frigate  Philadelphia  ;  and  that  no  de- 
gree of  censure  should  attach  itself  to  him  from  that  event." 

Early  in  1806  he  was  ordered  to  take  the  command  of  the  na- 
val station  at  New- York  :  but  soon  after  obtained  a  furlough  to 
perform  a  voyage  in  the  merchant  service  ;  which,  from  the  re- 
duced state  of  his  funds,  had  become  necessary  to  make  some 
provision  for  his  family.  He  returned  in  1807,  and  was  employ- 
ed in  various  naval  duties  until  March,  ISOd,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Portland  station,  which  had  become  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Com.  Preble.  In  December  following,  he  was  called  to 
Washington,  to  superintend  the  repairs  of  the  frigate  President, 
which  he  was  appointed  to  command.  Having  completed  the 
ship,  he  sailed  in  July,  1809,  from  Washington,  and  cruized  od 
our  coast  'till  the  next  spring,  when  he  again  obtained  permis- 
sion from  the  navy  department  to  engage  in  the  merchant  ser- 
vice. 

Having  returned  from  his  mercantile  pursuits  in  February, 
1812,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  navy-yard  at 
Charlcstown,  Massachusetts,  and  the  public  vessels  on  the  eastern 
station. 

On  the  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain,  it  was  submit- 
ted by  the  government  to  his  own  inclination,  either  to  retain  his 
post  at  the  navy-yard,  or  to  cruize  against  the  enemy  on  the  ocean. 
Accustomed  to  a  life  of  actual  service,  and  preferring  the  hazzard 
of  warfare  and  the  chance  of  victory,  to  the  security  of  inaction, 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  choose  the  former,  and  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  frigate  Constellation  ;  but  on  the  arrival 
at  Boston  of  Capt.  Hull,  after  his  victory  over  the  British  frigate 
•juerriere,  he  applied  for  a  furlough  to  attend  to  his  private  con- 
"^rnsj  and  Com.   Bainbridge  was  permitted   to  take  command  of 
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•the  Constitution.  In  a  few  weeks  he  sailed  in  company  with  tj.e 
floop  of  war  Hornet,  Capt.  Lawrence,  on  a  cruize  to  the  East-Iii 
dies. 

After  parting  company  with  the  Hornet  while  running  down 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  on  the  29th  of  December,  he  fell  in  with,  and 
captured  the  Java,  after  an  engagement  of  fifty-five  minutes,  as 
before  related. 

On  his  arrival  at  Boston,  he  was  received  with  an  enthusiastii^ 
welcome  by  his  countrymen,  who  felt  peculiar  pleasure  in  seeing 
that  fortune  had  at  last  relented,  and  given  him  an  opportunity 
of  adding  success  to  merit.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  prize-money, 
as  a  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  Java,  were  given  by  con- 
gress tH  the  officers  and  crew,  and  a  gold  medal  presented  to  the 
commodore  himself.  These  were  followed  by  votes  of  thanks 
and  testimonials  of  respect  from  several  state-legislatures,  and  also 
from  varioiis  corporate  bodies  and  meetings  of  the  citizens  gener- 
ally. 

Since  his  return  he  has  been  appointed  to  command  the  station 
fr  rri  Portsmouth  to  Connecticut,  withm  which  limits  he  has  had 
charge  of  the  Constitution  and  two  brigs  ;  and  the  construction  of 
two  sloops  of  war  ;  but  his  chief  employment  is  the  building  at 
Charlestown  of  a  seventy  four,  which  he  is  appointed  to  command. 

Of  the  private  character  of  an  individual  still  living,  and  known 
30  extensively,  it  is  neither  necessary  nor  proper  to  speak.  His 
domestic  life  is  singularly  fortunate.  In  the  year  1798  he  marri- 
ed, at  St.  Bartholomews,  Miss  He^'legir,  an  amiable  and  respect- 
able lady  of  St.  Eustatia,  by  whom  he  has  three  children. 

What  new  adventures  await  him  when  afloat  in  the  first  Amer- 
ican ship  of  the  line,  must  be  left  to  time  and  fortune.  His  coun- 
try may,  however,  confidently  indulge  in  all  the  anticipationK 
which  great  professional  skill,  determined  spirit,  and  a  high  sense 
of  national  and  personal  honour  are  calculated  to  inspire. 

P.  Folio. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

(Private  armed  vesssdo The  Atlas.,.,the  Higli.Fiyer....tiie  Rq,. 

sic....the  Young  Eagle....the  Montgomery,.. .the  Dolphm. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war,  a  great  number  of 
privateers  were  fitted  out  in  the  poits  and  harbours  of  the  United 
States,  to  cruize  against  the  enemy's  vessels,  and  the  expectatrcSiis- 
of  the  most  sangume  have  heen  ansvverc;i  in  thc'ir  sueccss. 
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The  enterprize  and  bravery  of  our  seamen  has  been  unexam- 
pled ;  and  to  these  qualities  they  have  added  these  admirable  ones 
humanity  and  generosity  to  the  enemy. 

We  lament  that  the  limits  of  this  publication  will  not  admit  of 
of  our  doing  justice  to  the  merits  of  this  valuable  class  of  citizens, 
were  we  competent  to  the  task.  But  they  will  not  be  forgotten 
by  their  countrymen.  Their  names.. ..their  deeds  of  courage  and 
humanity,  will  embellish  the  fairest  page  in  the  history  of  their 
Gountry. 

Our  object  will  be  to  select  the  most  prominent  instances  of 
enterprize  and  courage  in  our  privateers-men. 

The  Jtlas....Th(i  privateer  schooner  Atlas,  Capt.  Moffat,  sailed 
from  Philadelphia  imnoediately  after  the  declaration  of  war.  On 
the  3d  August,  in  latitude  37  north,  longitude  46  west,  at  half 
past  8  A.  M.  she  discovered  two  sail  to  the  westward,  standing 
to  the  N.  E.  At  10,  A.  M.  she  beat  to  quarters,  and  cleared  for 
action.  At  half  past  10  she  bore  away  for  both  ships,  and  hoist- 
ed the  American  ensign  and  pendant.  At  three  quarters  past  10 
the  smallest  ship  fired  a  shot  at  the  Atlas.  Both  ships  at  this  time 
had  English  colours  flying. 

At  11,  A.  M.  the  action  was  commenced  by  the  Atlas  with  a 
broadside  and  musketry.  She  continued  engaged  with  both  ships 
until  noon,  when  the  small  one  struck  her  colours.  The  Atlas 
then  directed  the  whole  of  her  lire  against  the  large  ship.  But 
the  small  ship,  though  her  colours  were  still  down,  immediately 
lenewed  her  fire  on  the  Alias,  which  had  to  re-commence  firing 
on  her.  But  in  a  few  muiutes  she  drove  every  man  ofFher  decks. 
At  twenty  minutes  past  meridian  the  large  ship  struck.  Posses- 
sion was  immediately  taken  of  both.  One  of  them  proved  to  be 
the  ship  Pursuit,  Capt,  Chivers,  of  450  tons,  16  guns,  and  35  men. 
The  other  was  the  ship  Planter,  Capt.  Frith,  of  280  tons,  12 
guns,  and  15  men.     The  cargoes  of  both  were  very  valuable. 

The  Atlas  had  two  men  killed  and  five  v.'oiinded.  All  hei^ 
shrouds  on  the  larboard  side  were  shot  away  ;  her  running  rig-' 
ging  and  sails  were   much  injured. 

The  Atlas  and  the  Pursuit  arrived  safe  in  poft.  The  Planter 
%vas  re-captured  off  the  capes  of  Delaware. 

The  HighflyPT The    privateer  Highflyer,    Capt.   Gavett,    6f 

seven  guns,  sailed  from' Baltimore  on  a  cruize.  She  discovered 
a  ileet  of  merchantmen  on  the  19th  of  Aug.  in  latitude  y  d.  20  m, 
north,  under  convoy  of  a  frigate,  which  gave  her  chase.  She 
steered  various  courses,  avoided  the  frigate,  and  pursued  the  fleet. 
On  the  21st  she  captured  the  British  ship  Diama,  one  of  the  fleet, 
of  353  tons,  laden  with  sugar,  rum,  coffee,  &:c.  and  dispatched  her 
to  the  first  pott,  in  charge  of  a  prize-master,    and  ten  men.      On 
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the  22d  she  ei)gagcd  two  other  vessels  of  the  convoy,  at  the  same 
lime,  who  returned  the  fire  with  great  spirit  and  resolution..... 
The  engagement  had  lasted  about  twenty  minutes  when  she  car- 
ried the  largest  vessel  by  boarding  ;  the  other  striking  at  the  same 
time.  They  proved  to  be  the  Jamaica  of  7  guns,  21  men,  and 
365  tons,  and  the  Mary  and  Ann,  of  12  guns,  18  men,  and  329 
tons,  having  valuable  cargoes  of  West-India  produce. 

The  Rossie The  privateer  Rossie,  of  13  guns,  Capt.  Barney^ 

sailed  from  Baltimore  July  12th,  on  a  cruize  off  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, St.  John's  and  St.  George's  banks,  thence  through  the 
islands  of  the  West-Indies,  and  returned  into  port  the  latter  part 
of  October,  having  captured  on  the  cruize  3698  tons  of  shipping, 
valued  at  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  and  taken  217  prisoners. 

The  Young  Eagle The  privateer  Young  Eagle,  of  one  gun, 

on  a  cruize  fell  in  with  and  engaged  the  British  armed  ship  Gre- 
nada, of  1 1  guns,  and  another  armed  vessel  in  company  with  her. 
After  a  desperate  action  of  an  hour  and  a  half  the  Young  Eagle 
succeeded  in  capturing  both  vessels. 

The  Montgomery The  privateer  brig  Montgomery,  of  Bos- 
ton, Capt.  Upton,  mounting  12  guns,  on  the  6th  of  December,  oft' 
Surinam,  fell  in  with  a  British  vesselof  war,  the  Surinam,  rating  iu 
Steel's  List,  18  guns,but  carrying  20.  They  lay  board  and  board  for 
half  an  hour.  Some  of  the  privateer's  people  lashed  the  bobstay  of 
the  British  vessel  to  the  Montgomery's  main-mast.  So  spirited  and 
brave  was  the  resistance  on  both  sides,  that  neither  could  suc- 
ceed in  boarding.  One  of  the  Montgomery's  18  pounders  was 
repeatedly  discharged  into  the  bows  of  the  British  vessel,  between 
wind  and  water,  and  very  much  injured  her.  As  soon  as  the 
two  vessels  parted  the  Surinam  made  sail  from  the  Montgomery, 
The  foremast  of  the  Surinam  was  shot  away.  She  was  so  much 
disabled  as  to  be  obliged  to  put  into  an  out  port  to  refit,  instead  of 
proceeding  to  the  common  place  of  rendezvous  at  Barbadoes. 

The  Dolphin The  privateer  Dolphin,  of  10  guns  and  60  men, 

engaged  offSt.  Vincent  a  ship  of  10  guns  and  40  men,  and  a  brig 
of  10  guns  and  25  men,  at  the  same  time,  and  after  a  severe  strug- 
gle succeeded  in  capturing  them  both. 

The  most  correct  information  of  the  enterprize  of  our  privs* 
teers-men  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  list  of  prizes. 
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L:si  of  Brii'uh  vessels  captuml  during  tin  xjear  IS  i2— extracted  J)-om  .JWto'  JTaWy  Scgistei: 


Sh'n)  Coiiconl,  300  tons  4  gmisJadtn  wjlh  tim' 
ber.  taplurtd  by  the  Fame  ot  Salein. 

Riii,'  Elh«,  zoo  tons,  by  ditto. 

Uiiij  Ulysses  by  the  Paul  Jones  of  N.  York. 

jjliip  — ..  laiien  with  rice,  flour,  etc  by  the 
>;a:lisoii  o!  Salem 

Brifj  Hrrraoii.  with  rice,  flour  and  naval  stovei 
by  the  Oolphia  ol'  ditto 

A  brifj  and  schooner,  with  timber,  tar.  etc.  by 

Sliip ,  M  pims.  by  the  Madiion. 

Six  shiiis  ;ind  brigs  among  them  the  ships  Em« 
peiov  and  E.\pcriment,  by  the  gun-b.isis  at  St. 
"viary's. 

Schooner  V/ailc,  with  20,000  dollars  in  syecie, 
hy  a  revenue  cutler. 

Government  M-ansport  No.  .?0,  with  military 
stores.  2  guns  and  12  men,  by  the  Madison. 

tiris  Eliza,  of  o  guns,  by  the  Madison  of  one 
pun.  after  a  smart  engagement. 

Tliree  Nova-Scotia  shallops,  with  English  and 
West  India  goods  and  sptcie  by  the  J-ion  of 
Warblehead.  t- 

Uj.jg  __.  of  6  guns,  by  the  Lion  and  Snovi  • 
bird  of  tlltto. 

Sloop  Endea\x)ur,  with  sugar,  by  the  Tolly  of 
Salem. 

Brig——,  wilb  flour,  limber,  etc.  by  the  Ma- 
tlisnn. 

Ship .  .'00  tons,  with  naval  stores,  by  do 

Urig ,  .'00  tons,  with    gun  powder,    dry 

goods  and  military  stores,  by  do 

Three  schooners,  with  naval  stores  and  pro- 
visions, by  the  Jefferson  of  Salem. 
Urig  \V  abiscb.  with  timber,  I>y  the  Dolphia. 
Sthr.  Ann  by  the  Nonpareil  ol  Cliarieston. 
Schooner  Piutiar,  with  i2.000  dollars  in   spe- 
cie, by  tiie  gun-boats  at  St.  Mary's. 

Ship  Jarreit.  of  2  guns  and  iB  men.  by  the 
Vair  Trader  of  1  gun  and  I S  men,  of  Salem. 

'i'hrec  schooners  with  pprU,  wine,  fi:rs,  cord- 
a'ge.  etc.  by  ditto- 
Schooner  ,  by  the  Dolphin— released  after 

taking  from  on  board  of  lier  1000  doliar.3  in  spe- 
i.je  and  a  quantity  of  beaver  tUins. 
Sckoonet-  Ann,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  by  do. 
Four  schooners  « itii  naval  stores  and  corn,  by 
'lie  Dolphin  and  Jefferson. 

Bi-ig .  by  the  ilojoUln. 

Schooner .with  lumber  anu  naval  stores, 

by  the  Lion. 

'Schooner ,  wiihsiig.tr  and  indigo,  by  the 

•Vrgus  of  Boston. 
Sloop  — -.  with  sugar,  "Uf  (he  Folly. 
Schooner  Fanny,  iu  ballast,  by  the  Dolphin - 
Two  schooners,  by  the  Buekskin  of  Saleni- 
Brig  Lamprey,  with  rum,  by  the  U.  s.  frigats 
ISsse.x 

Brig ,  a  transport  with  li.?  soldiers,  by  da. 

r.msomed  lor  a  bill  on  London  ibr  UOOOdol- 
Mi-s— the  vessel  and  troops  were  disarmed,  the 
.jnen  and  officers  were  released  on  an  exchange 
receipt,  and  swearing  not  To  serve  until  its  pr,,- 
visiojis  were  coinplietl  with. 

Schooner  Mary- Ann.  with  military  stores,  by 
the  B  uckskin.  Ou  board  ol'  her  w  as  Col.  Pear- 
son, a  British  officer. 

Ship  .Mary,  of  H  hea^■y  gutis,  fiavjng  onboaJ^ 
:i  quantity  o;  arms  aiul  aiuiiiunitinn.'capturedby 
f.tf  JDclphin. 

Scli'r  — ,  with  provisions,  by  the  yeiv  'I'rader. 
Si:|.iooner  Diligeui.  v.ilh  s;  pipes  of  brauiiy 
by  thtf  I'oliy. 

Two  schooners  with  provisions,  by  the  Snow- 
>,:nl  of  Salem- • 

Snow—,  moiicting  6  Iicivy  guns,  wiiii  a 
tiUjDiity  of  small  artns  amd  aminuiiliion,  hy  the 
icVuiiuef'-itter  James  Madi'.on. 
Schooner  Jjiie.  by  the  Uolphiii. 
Snip  Ann  t.»retii,4J0  tons,  eight  12  iinunriers 
and  2  long  0  s— wilh  a  rfirjjo  of  ruii,  ttc.  by 
'M-  Gossan^Toi'  '.w-r-.'r,. 
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Baique  St.  Andrews, of  8  guns,  by  the  Rapit! 

of  IJosion. 

Brig  Snamrock.  3C0  tons  6  gtms  and  i6  men, 
by  the  revenue  cutter  Madison. 

Schooner  Sally  captured  by  the  Teazer  Of 
New- York,  at«l  given  up  lor  the  purp  'se  of  dis- 
posing ol  prisoners 

Schooner  Nelson,  with  oil,  furs,  fish,  etc.  by 
the  Buckskin. 
Schooner  — — .  by  the  Faroe. 
Schooner  Three  Brothers,  by  the  Wily  Reyn- 
ard of  Boston. 

Baripie  — — ,  by  tiie  Catharine  of  Boston. 

Brig .  in  baH.-ist,  by  the  Polly— ransomed 

after  taUins  out  a  lew  bales  of  dry  goods 

Ship  Ut-nry.  400  tons,  10  guns,  with  sugar, 
old  wine,  etc,  by  tiie  Comet  of  Baltimore. 

Schooner  Altred.  with  an  assorted  cargo,  Ijy 
the  Spencer  of  Philaduiphia 
Schooner  EU7,s  by  the  Polly. 
Brig  Lady  Sherbrook.  15  i  tons,  4  sis  potindei'f - 
with  lumber  and  fish,  by  the  Marengo  of  New- 
V.;rk 

Brig  Elizabeth  and  Esther,  withfish,  pork  avid 

dry  gooils.  by  tiie  Gov.  M'Kean  ol  f  hiladelphia. 

ship  Boyd,  of  10  guns,  with  cotton,  logwood 

findcofftt>  captured  by  the  Globt- of  Baltimore, 

a!  ter  a  running  fight  of  an  hour  and  a  half 

Brig  Hanger,  of  6  guns,  with  coffee  and  log- 
wood—captured by  the  Matilda  of  Philadelphia, 
alter  a  short  eng;i,gement,  in  which  the  Btitisis 
captain  was  mortally  wounded. 

Schooner  I'olly.  by  the  Wily  Reynard. 
A  ship  and  two  brigs  sent  into  Wiscasset. 
Sloop  Mary  Ann.  with  salt,  by  the  Paul  Jone». 
Ship  Hassan   of  14  guns  and  20  men,  with 
wines,  dry  goods  etcworth  200,000  dollars— cap- 
tured after  an  iiour's  combat,  wilh  the  lass  of  he.- 
captain  killed  and  a  boy  wounded,  by  the  Paul 
Jones,  then  of  3  guns.     The  guns  of 'the  Hassan 
were  transferred  to  the  privateer,  and  the  vesscj 
ordered  tor  Savannah. 

Brig  Harmony,  .'-."iO  tons.  4  gu'is.  With  dry 
goods,  etc  by  the  Yankee  of  Bristol  R  I- 

Brig  ^—,  Captured  by  the  iankee.and  given 
t!p  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  her  prisoners. 
Ship  BcaRunea,  of  t:i  gnus,  400  tons,  with 
coffee  and  logwoo  I— captured  by  the  Tom  of 
Baltimore,  after  a  rniining  f.glit  of  ^5  minutes- 
Brig  Peter  Waldo  with  British  msmithctures, 
by  the  Teazar. 

Schooner  Ann.  of*  guns,  with  logwood  and 
nsahogany.  by  the  GIo  :e. 

Ship  Prince  Adolphus.  8  guns  and  36  men 
among  whom  v.'ere  the  govenior.  collector  and 
jiosi-master  oi  Demarara,  by  the  tiovcrner 
iVKean. 

Ship— .with  diy  goods,  glass  ui.d  iroumon  ■ 
gery,  by  the  Teazer. 

Schooner  Harriet,  with  8000  dollars  in  specie 
by  the  High  Flyer  of  Baltimore. 
Brig  Ceres,  by  the  John  of  Salem 
Brig  -*— ,  with  limber,  taken  hy  a  Salem  pri- 
vateer recaptured  by  the  Kngiish  and  taken  br 
a  Lynn  privateer 

Brig  William,  with  caal,  butter  and  sundries, 
by  the  Kossie  of  Baltimore: 

One  ship,  five  brigs  and  a  schooner,  all  laden, 
with  fish  aiid  timber,  burnt  by  the  Uossie. 

One  Inig  and  a  schooner,  sent  into  Newfound- 
land with  08  prisoners  on  parole  and  receipt 
for  exchange. 

Schooner  Industry,  by  the  Benj.in«.ii!  Frankhti 
of  New-York. 

Schooner  Persevernnca,  by  the  Nonsuch  Of 
Baltimore 

Ship  Sir  Simon  Clark,  16  guns,  3>J  men,  wit!» 
sugar,  rum,  coffee,  etc  by  the  Globe.  She  wa? 
gallantly  carried  by  boarding  alter  a  brisk  can- 
nonade of  a  lew  minutes  Ihe  JBritish  ship  had 
4  men  killed  and  the  captain  and  3  othtvs  se- 
verely wcninded.    The  5eC(m4  liet'ei»ant  3tW 
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tlif  I'riiT.Tnpv  \vcri-  l.il!.<l  o:\  Iioard  the  Glo'ie. 
ahc  liuil  oi.lv  oni:  wo'iiuinl. 

Hiif:  tniK'ui-as  Packet,  <  gr.TH  and  IJ  men. 
v.itii  niiii  aid  ihy  goods,  by  lUe  Man-  Aim  o1" 
'  l.ari' ston. 

!  rii;-  Aii'.i'lia,  10  (junsaiiil  17  men.  with  wine, 
lie  suLp  and  oil,  by  the  Mary  Aim  of  I  gun 

!  .'0  iv.t-ii. 
•liooiiLi-  M:v.A-  with  coiton  by  the  Mary  Ann. 

SrI'.ooiicr ^"(ariiied)  al'trv  a  smart  bnisli,  ta- 

..  by  the  Mai>  Ann  and  burnt, 
hooiwr  Union,  with  rum  b>  the  John. 

'  riij  Flizi'.!x;h.  ot.0  tuii'!.  i  guns  uiul  liinen, 
.     tilt;  .lohn.     ■ 
'  Ihvet-  bPgj  with  Iiiiabti:  taken  by  tbe   totin 

i  release, i 

V  sciiooiur  and  a  sloop  viit!!  Inmbcr,  by  the 
I     lando  or  Gloikvster 

;;.ig- CciKl-al  Blake  (nrder  Spanish  colonvs) 
. ,;  lo  have  British  papers,  by  the  revenue 
,  .;..rG;i!laiii.  ^.    , 

:,.,p; bv  the  Bunker  Hill  of  New-iork. 

■frii'  Jiim-sj  hv  the  Banker  Hill. 

si'iip  Apollo,  8  gtins  •<00  tons,  bv  the  .'ohn. 

b:.ipnovai  It-.juiv  o  ^un%.  tOu  tons-ca|»- 
ri,rc(.  oytlie  mnkce  aftira  siiiart  action  oi  ^0 
i'iir.titcs.  in  wliich  -iiL-  captain,  the  two  males 
and  n\n  siaiinn  o  the  Koval  IJoumy  weix- 
\vo'i-..did  ar:d  a  boy  killed-ivvo  m-n  were 
woiiii.Hd  on  bosi-d  t!ie  \aniiee.  Vhe  vessel  be- 
iiVJ  (;ld  was  eestro\e<i. 

n-if;  .Mary  b>  ibe  Ya:;kee— released  to  a  • 
liijsc-  o1  her  prisoners  . 

"  ^cbiiouer  Venus,  with  rum,  sugar  and  nuits, 
bv  t'-.e  ieazer. 

■  b.'iip  Osborne  0  eiglifetn  pounders,  and  20 
ini  n  burthen  5-^0  toils— eaptuved  by  the  i  ea- 
7i.T:i!'<r  i»  Ions  fi--'ht  in  vliich  no  person  uii 
■.ili:er  side  w  s  injurod. 

Br  g  -liM  with  rum  and  se.gar  by  the  Ma- 

^"m^g  Richard   iCO  tons,  with  fimber    by  the 

Irdn  try  ol  F.ynn.  .  . 

Bvi^    Nancy    with   provisions,   by    i!ic    easr 

'iii,.r' with  flour   bv  the  Bunker  Kill. 

Schooner bv  the  Leaiider  of  Providence. 

T?n.  l.e.ir.idas  of  14  guns  witli  susjar.  tuui, 
'     .,      iiid  pimento,  by  the  ?.iars  of  .^orlolk. 

,    ::   1-   =k-.l;-rk  with  provisions,    by    the 


'vi'vort  by  the  Marenijo. 

;.  hy  the  Benjamin  Franklin. 


SI. -I  .;.  ii!iy  oi  '.-i  guns  and  18  men,  with  salt, 
l,v  ir  i"  K'.ssie  ol  Baltimore. 

'  bii^p  .iobn  of  ■»  guns  and  30  men.  by  the  V. 
S   sntia  ro!i  under  Cora   Koilgers. 

ij,  ,,„u  .,1 70  tons,  with  sugar  and  rum, 

h\  the  Teaztr 

'bhip  Greiuu'a  of  li  guns  and  !0  men,  TOO 
ton ;  bmlh.-n,  with  Ftigar.  cotton  and  coffee,  by 
tlu,  VouiigEasleof  .New- York 

.Setiooiuv   -li  dock  (arnieil)  with   molasses,  in 
eonijiany  wiiU  the    Grenada       The   Eagle   car- 
ried bin'l  gun  and  tt  men.       Sfce  engaged  the 
Gi   iiaiia  rtiil   shr.ddock   at  the  same  tinie.  and 
,  ;     .;i-  and  a  l.alf  captuiieJ  '.hem  both 

l.jana    wiih  rum  and   sugar,  by  the 

-  ,       ■'. .jebnck  with  rum    by  the  Koiamond 

-  '.'('rrirre  of  49  guns  and  302  men,  by 

.  ,;i<ate  Coiistituiion 
i;.      !    -ly  ■'•a.ren   by  ditto 
I,        Abcina, b;  ditto 
);-i.ciue   lam'-uby  ditto 
Hiig  Diitchessc 
ini,r-'om  Kudgers. 
I'.riij  Iravell.  r  with  spars,  by  ditto 

iiciy wi'b    0  OOO  dollars  in  specie,  by  do. 

rirg  iier.r,    bv  tise  Vankee 
ihiii    '^-p-w  li  ot  I      guns  and  2.5  men   40.1 
•  ■;■■;   '*:Rh  sij^ar,  molassis.   cotton,  coftee  and 
..■.^^rin'VJreJ  by  f.e  Ck,17v-. 


I'orllaiid,  by   the  squadron 


Brig.a/ardofegiir.s.-aJg  tons,  by  the  Do*, 
pliin— r( -(•■i]'''"''''  -y  '•^'=  /Koliis  i.i-a'i  lUi? 
taken  »g-.. in  bv  il.e  t?   S.  sl-ip  Wasp 

.Schooi.tr  Fo:ebe  and  rliCEb?:,  by  Hit  4(fUi.JroT> 
of  Porisinoit'h 

I'\ig   I  hetis  by  the   'ankee. 

K.ig  .Mfreil  by  cJitto 

U&.'   \nle!ope,  b)  tlie  Dolphin. 

!>bi!i  Kilty,  bv  the  lUissie. 

heliconer  .-^pu'nk  by  the  Fair  Trailer 

Schiioner  I'rovidi  lice,  by   the  Wily  Heynarfl. 

Ship  Guayana  o  8  guns.  .00  tous,  will;  >alt 
and  <  rates  by  the     ronio of  Boston 

Ltp.rqHe  Di'ike  of  Sc\oy  ol  •'  guns,  by  the  UC- 
camr  o    .N  whwrvpcrt 

Ship  PuiiUit  w'if..  sug.ir.  by  tlie    Atlas 

bliip  Kvetgrevn,  by  thi  Dolphin. 

Brig  New  Liverpool  ef  *  guns,  with  wine,  by 
the  It  ankee 

Ship  Mary  Ann  o^  12  guns  and  is  men  with 
sugar  by  tiir  High  Flyer 

bbip  F.liiabeti'  of  0  guns,  with  sugar,  coffee 
and  ginger— fai'tured  by  the  barah  Ami  ot  Bal  - 
timore  alter  a  .^mart  action  in  which  4  men 
were  wounded  on  board  tiie  ship  and  two  rfii 
board  the  privateer 

behooiie.  .'ames,  by  the  Dolphin. 

Brig  t'ursuit  by  the  Kapid. 

Brig  lay  l;v  ditto 

Ship  Britannia  oi  6  guns.  350  tons  by  tjic 
Tliiasher. 

Brig  Howe  of -i  guns,  by  the  Dart  of  I'orlland. 

Br  g  ^iizaljeth.  05  tous  with  coal  and  sals 
by  the  i)ec.n;ir 

Ship  .lamaica  of  ">  gans  and  21  men,  36S  tons , 
with  iUgar,  etc   by  the  liigh  Flyer. 

Brig  .vlert  of  20  guns,  by  the  Essex  frigate. 

Ship sent  into  Cape  Ann 

Brig  liing  George  w  iih  salt  by  the  Essex  fi.i- 
gate 

Sliip o!  14  guns  and   .5   men    450  tons, 

viith  sugar  and  rum.  by  the  Uevengc. 

Brig  <  eean  of  7  guns  and  26  men,  with  sugar 
and  rum   by  the  Saratoga  of  >ew-\ork. 

bh'.p  Esther  of  : .  guns  and  25  men,  by  tbc 
Montgoinei7  of  Salem. 

Schooner  Venus  with  a  valuable  cargo  from 
the  Wtst  Indies,  by  the  leazei. 

Ship  Quebec  of  ■<>  guns  and  52  men,40i/  tons, 
Mith  sugar,  etc   by  the  Saratoga 

Ship  H.ehraond  of  .4  guns  and  25  men  beside. 
officers,  800  tons,  witli  N\'est  India  produce  bj- 
the   Thomas 

Ship  Adonis  of  2  guns  and  25  men,  by  the 
Montgomery. 

Ship  Falmouth  ot  4  guns  and  30  men,  by 
the  Thomas 

Brig  T«<i  Friends,  by  the  Benj.  Franklin. 

Brig  William,  by  the  Kossie. 

Siiow  Friends  ol  ^  guns,  2^0  tons,  with  tifri 
ber.  etc.  by  the  I'ari 

Schooner  Irial  by  the  Leander. 

Sebooiier  Jnhii  and  George,  by  the  Regulator. 

Ship  with   rum,  by  the   Poor  Sailor   ol 

Charleston 

Brig with  rum.  by  the  Dart. 

bchooiier  Mary  .\nii  with  rum  and  coffee,  by 
the  Black-!oke  of  i\e\v-York 
,    Prig    ■  lamuh   with    rum  and  fruit,   by   the 
.N'oiifgoniery 

Schooner  Mary  wiib  specie,  by  ditto. 

Brig by  ih.    Dart. 

Brig  .  omoiia  of  .;  guns- captured  by  the  Df  ■ 
catur  and  sent  to  Haiiiax  as  a  cartel    with   pri- 

Brig    Divonshire    with  fish,  by  do. 

Brig  Co.ecord,  by  do, 

B-.ig    Hope    by  do.  and  sent  to  Halifax  with 

.-schooner  Minorca  by  the  VVa-sp  of  Baltimore. 

Barque  .ViUiam  and  Charlotte  by  the  De 
cat  or 

bhip  .Mariana  fQO  tons,  with  sugar,  etc  foun"* 
deserted  al  sea  and  towi-d  int9  >'or.'bik  hy  tis' 
C<Jvtvnot  M'vlea  1 
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lirig  'T —  with  salt,  Ijy  tUe  Teazer. 

Brig- •aptui-ed  by  a  whale  boat  privateer. 

The  vessti  ot  «ai  was  brought  into  port  on  the 
tk'tK  of  the  plile. 

Uiig  IsainlU  .:0s  tons,  with  crockery  ware, 
:roii,  etc.  by  the   Teazev. 

Ship with  timber,  by  thfi  Decatur. 

Bri.   nian.i  by  the  Dart 

Three  -esscls  b\  the  Dolphin 

Ship  John  of  14  sru  :s  and  ii  men,  400  tons, 
with  c.  iton.  snffar.'nim  etc   by  the  Comet 

bhip  Commerce  o.  H  guns,  from  *  to  500 
tons,  uith  sugar  rum,  cic  li\  tin- Uccattir  llic 
captain  and  several  of  the  civw  wwc  killed  by 
the,  fust  brosdside  from  t»e  privateer. 

Vi-\%  Industry  o.  10  guns,  with  sugar  cotton 
and  cotfpe,  by  tlit  Cotin 

.    Priiateer  schooner  Frances  of  4  guns  and    ^0 
joaei:,  l)y  the  Dulpliiii 

Privutfer by  the  Rapid. 

Bris:  i  •«•  Abb.  y    wit!   t.'.. .  by  the  Thrasher. 

Brig  ■'lary  with  limbt-r  !iy  •'.<•  Benj  Franklin. 

fillip  Princess  Amelia  of  8  guns  and  50  men— 
■Willi  ihtt  mail  and  passeug'  rs  captured  afur  a 
srery  obstinate  and  gall.tnt  ilelence  by  the  iios- 
sie  I  he  cap«;.in  ot  ihe  packet  and  one  nan 
were  killed  a"!  7  wou-..ied  On  :);>ard  ...t  Ro> 
«ie  the  first  officer  a.  d  7  men  wvre  woiiuded  — 
The  paBseiig^  rs  in  tiie  packet  sp'-ak  in  the  most 
lia.  dsoine  teriT,>  o-  the  polite  treatment  they  re- 
ceive' from  Com.  Barney 

Schooner  —  with  sugar  and  flour,  by  the 
Teazer 

Bng  Concord  wi  h  wine,  by  the  :.:arcnEO. 

Brig  Odent  with  timber,  hy  tie  Teazer. 

Scuooner  Jenny  with  rum  aud  sugar,  by  the 
Teazer. 

Schooner  AJela  with  sugars,  by  the  Rosa- 
.Tiond. 

Brig  Point-Shares  with   fi^h.  by  the  letter  of 
marque  schooner  Baliimureoi  Baltimore- 
Brig  San  \ntionio  (undt  r  jpanisb  colours)  by 
*he  Marengo 

Brig  Detroit  (formerly  the  Adams  surrendered 
fey  (;>ncral  Hull)  of  i8  guns  by  two  boats  from 
Buffidoe 

Schooner  Caledonia  with  furs,  by  do 

Schoon-r  Single-Cap,  by  the  Matilda  of  Phi- 
ladelphia 

Schooner  Fame  with  dry  goods  and  oil,  by  the 
NoHsuch. 

ship  f  IwBiii*  of  ■  I  guns  and  17  men,  with 
Fayal  wine,  by  the  Mary  fVnn 

Brig  Favorite  oi  i  guns.  i22  tons,  by  the  In- 
dustry. 

Brig  Sir  John  Moore.  177  tons  by  do 

Brig  Lord  Shcfiieid  by  the  Marengo. 

Schooner  Bt  tsey  Ann  with  sugar— captured 
?n  sight  o'  Halifax  haibour  by  the  Fame. 

Brig  William  and  Churlotie,  by  the  Montgo- 

Brig  Henry  with  crates,  salt  and  coal,  by  tlie 
John 

Schooner  Four  Brotliern  by  the  Fame. 

Schooner  Four  Sous  with  fish  and  furs,  by  the 
Fame 

I'wo  schooners— one  in  ballast,  the  other  with 
live  stock,  by  t!u-  Dart. 

Sehoiinev  Antelope,  iiy  the  Rosamond. 

Schooner  Dawson  with  sugar,  rum  and  cofiee, 
by  the  Wasp 

Uvig  Diamond  ot  .2  guns.  2i0  tons,  with  cot- 
ton and  logwood,  anil  2,500  dollars  in  gold,  by 
the  Alfred. 

Brig  George,  270  tons,  with  sugar  and  cotton, 
by  ditto. 

Brig  Neptune,  by  the  John. 

Ship  Jane,  by    ditto 

Schouner  with  timber,  by  the  Saucy  Jack 

flf  CliarU'stun— given  up  to  release  the  prisoners 
she  had  made 

Sluop  Louisa  Ann  with  molasses— captured  by 
a  boat  from  the  Benj-imin  Franklin  with  7  :nen, 
*n  Trinity  harbour.  Martini<iue,  under  a  battery 
of  \i  L'ightec*  po'tndors. 


Sicop  Venus,  by  the  Two  Droth-.rs  of  NtM- 
Orleans. 

lirig  Jane  and  Charlotte  with  salt,  drj-  goois, 
etc   by  the  Amerli  a. 

Brig  Francis  with  bullocks,  by  the  Nimsnc!i 
Government  brigand  packet  swallow  ef  1 1 
guns  and  ?0  men— captured  ni'ti  r  a  chase  Oi"  8 
hours  bj  ihe  squadron  luif'er  Commodore  Ilod- 
gers.  I'he  swallow  ha<ron  board  the  mail  and 
a60.' 00  dollars  in  specie,  whicb  last  was  tr.ini- 
li-rred  to  the  I'resideiit  frigate. 

Brig  Porgie  with  blackstrap,  by  tha  IliK'li 
Flyer 

Sliij)  Ved  of  10  puns  (9  pounders)  and  l  ^  n-..r. 
with  timber— capturtd  by  the  John  Aud  Geor>;e 
of  Salem  after  a  smart  action.  I'hi;  Jolni  aiid 
George  Carried  but  3  gims  and  3S  men  iiicitni- 
ing  officers. 

Schooner with  od,  seal  skins,  etc.  by  the 

Fame. 

•schooner  Robin,  by  the  Revenge 

Schooner  Fame  ^^i'Jl  dry  goods,  by  tlie  Non- 
such. 

Schooner  Sally,  by  the  Black  Joke  o:  N'cw- 
York  and  Geori^e  Washiiigion  o;'  Norfolk. 

Sloop by  the  Saucy  Jack. 

Brig  .John  of  lO  guns,  with  coffee  and  cocoa, 
by  the  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Schooner  I  hree  Si.lers,  120  tons,  with  plaste: , 
by  the  Fame. 

Schooner  Comet.  2  guns  and  small  arms,  with 
suear,  bees-wax,  tobacto  ai:d  dry  goods,  by  the 
Ba'pid 

Schooner  Searcher  of  1  gun  and  20  niijn.  bv 
the  Rapid 

Schooner  Mary,  by  ditto— ransomed,  n,jt  Ira^  - 
ing  men  to  spare  to  send  her  home. 

Schooner  Mary  Hall,  by  the  squadron  undev 
Captain  Chauncty  on  lake  Ontario. 

blouij  Elizabeth,  by  ditto.  On  board  this  ves- 
sel was  Captain  Brock  (brother  of  thu  late  Geu 
Brock)  of  the  <yth  British  regiment. 

Schooner by  ditto 

Brig  Union  o'i  o  guns,  by  the  Geiieral  Arm 
strong  of  New- York. 

Schooner  Neptune  with  fibh,  salt  and  oil,  bj 
the  Revenge. 

Barque  Fisher  with  a  very  valuable  cargo  anTi 
s])ecie  by  the  Fox 

Br  g  James  Bray  with  rum  and  pimento,  b;. 
thf  Bunker  Hill 

Brig  Union,  b)-  the  General  Armstrong. 

Urig  Lady  Harriot  with  wiiie,  by  the  Order- 
in  Council  of  New-York- 

Three  vessels,  by  ditto— ransomrd. 

Brig  Freedom  wilh  salt,  by  the  lUorii. 

Schooner  America  with  salt,  by  the  Fame,  In- 
dustry and  Dronio. 

Biig  By  the  Joel  Barlow. 

Schooner  -lohn  Bull,  a  king's  packet,  ehastd 
on  shore  by  the  Rovrr. 

Ship  Argo,  carrying  ;0  guns,  :  swivels  a  large 
immljer  of  small  amis  and  26  men,  with  oil  and 
whale-bone,  by  the  United  States'  frigates  Pre 
sident  and  Congress 

Frigate  Maceiliip.;un,49  guns  and  306  men.  i 
the  frigate  VnitiU  Slates. 

Ship  John  liHimlton.  5^0  Ions  li  guns  and  3 
men,  with  mahogany— captured  by  the  Dolpiiii'^ 
after  a  smart  action,  but  without  the  Ijss  ol' 
lives  on  either  side,  though  several  were  wouu- 
dd  . 

Brig with  cotton,  by  the  United  States' 

brig  Agus 

Schooner  Lorecn  with  sugar  and  cofTee.  by  the 
Revenge 

Brig  Bacchus   by  ditto 

Brig  Venus  of  10  guns,  with  cotton  and  ftistis' 
by  the  Polly. 

-Nine  vessels,  sunk,  burnt  and  destroyed  by  tli* 
i'atiii.tof  Ke\v-\ork 

Packet  ToMiisend  heavily*  armed— captured 
by  the  Tom  of  Btliunore alter  ascvore  engsgt- 
raent,  \\\  wliicli  the  captain  of  the  Town.-^ei.wS 
and  four  of  liis   ii.eu  were  l-!"<<I^and   srvtp 
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woundi-d.  The  Tom  was  but  little  injured  aiid 
had  only  two  mtrii  wuuiideil  Tlit^  mail  was 
thrown  overboaid.  but  n-covtred  b)  the  Bona 
and  broiigUi  to  Kalt-more 

BriK  liiiirliall  ap  ikt-t  with  an  English  com- 
missary and  Iiis  lady  on  boattl  -captured  by  the 
Hip;b  Vlyei  1  he  High  Flyer  hod  captured  a 
number  of  droggers  plying  between  th-  islands 
—she  r.  leased  one  of  them  with  the  cmniuissary 
and  72  prisoners,  and  sent  her  as  a  flag  of  truce 
into  i)i  marara  Governor  Cannicliael  returned 
a  complimrntary  letter  to  her  captain  for  bis 
kind  treatimnt  of  them 
Urig  Criurion,  sent  into  N'tw-York. 
Schooner  Neptune,  by  the  Revenge— given 
up  to  release  hir  prisoners,  after  the  i)ruper  tor- 
lualities. 

Schooner  Neptune,  with  salt,  oil  ainl  fish,  by 
the  Revenge. 

Schooner  — —  driven  ashore  and  burnt  by  the 
Revenge. 
Brig  Fancy,  by  the  Joel  Barlow. 
Ship  Nelly  and  I'amela.  by  the  Revenge. 
Brig  Devonshire  with  codfish,  by  the   Deca- 
tur 

Schooner by  the  Retaliation. 

Schooner of  i2  guns  and  full  of  men,  af- 
ter an  engageraeut  of  35  minutes,  driven  on 
shore  at  the  mouth  of  the  Deniarara  rivtr  by 
tlie  General  \rmstrong. 

Brig  I'wo  Brothers,  by  the  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin 
Bi  ig  Active.  10  guns,  by  the  High  Flyer. 
Brig  —  by  a  letter  of  marque  liom  Portland 
fttt-  France 

Brig  fomona.  8  guns  by  the  letter  of  marqu.e 
Leo 

Ship  Betsey,  with  a  quantity  of  specie,  by  the 
Revenge 

Brig  Dart  8  guns,  with  rum,  cotton  and  co- 
coa, by  the  America. 

Ship  Queen  of  '6  guns  and  40  men,  witli  a 
cargo  invoiced  at  from  70  to  CO.OCO  pounds 
sterling— captured  by  the  General  Armstrong, 
but  unfortunately  wrecked  off  N'antueUet  She 
was  perhaps  the  most  valuable  prize  yet  made. 
This  ship  was  bravely  deli  ndi  d,  the  captain,  his 
first  offlcir  and  v  ol  his  crew  being  killed  belore 
she  was  surrendered.  The  General  Armstrong 
was  not  much  injured  by  the  contest. 

Brig  James  and  Charlotte,  with  coal,  dry 
goods,  etc.  by  the  America 

Schooner 10  guns  and  10  men,  with  diy 

goods  etc  by  thf  Liberty  of  Baltimore 

Brig  Recovery  with  fish,  staves,  etc  by  the  U. 
S.  lirig  Argus 

Brig  Lucy  and  Alida  with  di7  goods,  by  the 
Revenge. 

Three  vessels  captured  and  destroyed  by  the 
Jack's  Favorite  ot  New-Vork 
Schooner  Swift,  by  the  Rollaof  Baltimore. 
Sloop  Reasonable,  chased  on  shoi-e  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  Liberty. 


Schooner  Maria,  by  the  tiiberty— ai.u  raii- 
somed. 

Schooner  Catharina.  3  guns  and  24  men,  with 
provisions  and  dry  goods  by  the  Eagle  and  La- 
dy i^^adison  o:  Charleston. 

Schooner  Maria  with  dry  goods— captured  by 
ditto  and  released  to  discharge  their  prisuuerii 
after  removing  her  cargo 

Ship  Rio  Nouva  18  guns  and  2S  men,  with 
dry  goods  by  the  Rolla. 

Scliouner  Rebecca  with  sugar  and  molasses, 
by  thf.'  Jack  s  Favorite. 

Ship  Hope  of  i^.  guns.  400  tons,  with  niru , 
sugar  ajid  cotton,  by  the  America. 

Ship  Ralph  with  timber,  by  ditto- 

Brig  Euphemja  10  guns  with  coflee  by  ditto; 

A  brig  and  a  schooner,  by  the  Decatur 

Schooner  Meadow  captured  by  the  Sparrov* 
of  Baltimore— reieusid  alter  divesting  her  of  a 
quantity  of  dry  goods. 

Ship  Mary  ot  u  gum,  with  hardware,  by  the 
Rolla. 

Schooner  Erin  with  dry  goods,  by  the  Eagla 
of  Charleston 

The  British  king's  packet  Townsend.  9  gtins 
and  28  men  besides  several  assisting  passengers, 
taken  by  the  Toni  after  a  hard  fight,  in  which 
7  or  8  were  killed  and  wouniled  on  b<rard  the 
packet— none  hurt  in  the  Tom.  The  Town- 
send  being  torn  almost  to  pieces,  was  ransomed 
for  200  pounds  sterling.  The  captain  of  the 
packtt  made  very  honorable  mention  ol  tire 
conduct  of  Captain  Milson  and  the  criw  of  the 
Tom,  as  well  during  the  fight  as  lor  their  gen- 
tlemanly behaviour  after  it  was  endrd 

The  British  king's  packet  Norton,  with  70,000 
dollars  in  specie  on  board,  captured  by  the  U.  S, 
frigate  •.  sseN  The  packet  has  been  retaken 
ami  sent  te  Bermuda— but  the  cash  was  put  on 
board  the  Essex- 

Brig  Barossa.  six  guns,  with  an  assorted  cargp 
by  the  Rolla. 

Brig  Recovery,  by  the  United  States'  brig  Ar- 
gus. 

Schooner  Mary,  with  an  assorted  cargo,  by 
the  Eagle. 

Brig  '^eggy.  taken  from  under  the  convoy  of 
two  British  sloops  ol  war,  by  the  Hunter  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Ship  Arabella,  of  iOO  tons.  8  guns  with  coa!, 
plantation  utensils,  etc.  by  the  Growler  of  New 
Lonilon- 

Brig  Andalusia,  of  2.^0  tons  10  guns,  captur- 
ed on  the  coast  of  Africa  by  the  Yankee  The 
brig  had  --o  slaves  on  boai-d,  who  were  relanded 
on  that  coast 

A  schooner  and  a  sloop,  taken  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  by  the  \ankee.  and  released  after  dispos- 
sessing them  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-two  oun- 
ces of  gold  dust. 

The  frigate  Java  of  4<<  guns  taken  by  the 
Uoited  States'  frigate  Constitution, 
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CilAV'VER  X[L 

Official  despatches Observations  on  Hidi^s  capture. ...Orgaur 

ization  of  the  ncxv  army....Relirfof  fort  lVayne....Ge77.Payne^s 

expedition Col.  f'Vdts'  expedition... .Col.  Campbell's  expedi- 

Hon..,. Defeat  of  Gen.  Winchester. 

Before  we  proceed  to  detail  the  events  of  the  campaign  of 
1813,  it  will  be  expected  that  we  notice  such  correspondence  be- 
iween  the  American  and  British  governments  as  may  have  varied 
the  original  ground  upon  which  the  war  had  been  declared  :  we 
therefore  subjoin  an  abstract,  containing  only  such  facta  as  are 
deemed  important. 

Official  despatches.. ..Mr.  Monroe^  secretary  of  state,  instructed 
Mr.  Russell,  our  charge  des  affairs  ct  the  court  of  St.  Jamey,  by 
letter  of  the  26th  June,  1812,  that  the  war  had  been  resorted  to 
from  necessity,  and  of  course  with  reluctance  ;  that  the  Ameri- 
can government  looked  forward  to  the  restoration  of  peace  with 
much  ijiterest,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  it,  on  condition? 
just,  equal,  and  honourable  to  both  parties:  that  it  was  in  the  pow 
er  of  Great  Britain  to  terminate  the  war  on  such  conditions,  and 
that  it  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.',  to  meet  it  in  an  arrangement  to  that  effect. 

That  there  were  many  just  and  weighty  causes  of  complaini. 
against  Great  Britain  :  that  the  orders  in  council,  and  other  block 
ades,  illegal  according  to  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  were 
however  considered  of  the  highest  importance  ;  and  that  therefore 
Mr.  Russell  was  authorized,  if  the  orders  in  council  were  repeal 
ed,  and  no  illegal  blockades  substituted,  and  orders  given  to  dis 
continue  the  impressment  of  seamen  from  our  vessels,  and  to  re 
store  those  already  impressed,  to  stipulate  an  armistice,  to  com- 
mence from  the  signature  of  the  instrument  providing  for  it,  or 
at  the  end  of  fifty  or  sixty  days,  or  otherwise  the  shortest  term  that 
the  British  government  would  assent  to. 

As  an  inducement  to  the  British  government  to  discontinue  the 
practice  of  impressment_,hewasfurther  instructed  togive  assurances 
that  a  law  would  be  passed,  (to  be  reciprocal)  to  prohibit  the  em- 
ployment of  British  seamen  in  the  public  or  commercial  service  of 
the  United  States. 

That  indemnity  for  injuries  received  under  the  orders  in  council 
and  other  edicts  violating  our  rights,  seemed  incident  to  their  re- 
peal ;  but  that  the  president  was  willing  that  the  consideration  of 
that  claim  should  not  be  pressed  at  that  time,  so  as  to  interfere 
with  the  preliminary  arrangement  alluded  to- 
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On  the  27tli  of  the  same  month,  Mr.  Monroe,  alter  vepealing 
the  substance  of  his  first  letter,  turther  instructed  Mr.  Russell,  that 
by  authorising  him  to  secure  these  objects  as  the  grounds  of  an  ar- 
mistice, it  was  not  intended  to  restrict  him  to  any  precise  form  in 
which  it  should  be  done.  It  was  not  particularly  necessary  that 
the  several  points  should  be  specially  provided  for  in  the  conven- 
tion stipulating  the  armistice.  A  clear  and  distinct  understanding 
with  the  British  government  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  com- 
prising in  it  the  discharge  of  men  already  impressed,  and  on  future 
blockadeg,if  the  orders  in  council  were  revoked,  was  all  that  was  in- 
dispensable. The  orders  in  council  being  revoked,  and  the  proposed 
understanding  on  the  other  points,  that  is,  on  blockades  and  im- 
pressment being  first  obtained,  in  a  manner,  though  informal,  to 
admit  of  no  mistake  or  disagreement  thereafter,  the  instrument 
providing  for  the  armistice  might  assume  a  general  form, especial- 
ly if  more  agreeable  to  the  British  government.  It  might  for  ex- 
ample be  said  in  general  terms,  "  that  both  powers  being  sincere» 
iy  desirous  to  terminate  the  differences  which  unhappily  subsist 
between  them,  and  equally  so,  that  full  time  should  be  given  for 
the  adjustment  thereof,  agree, 

*'  1st.  That  an  armistice  shall  take  place  for  that  purpose,  to 
commence  on  the day  of . 

<*  2d.  That  they  will  forthwith  appoint  on  each  side  commis- 
sioners with  full  power  to  form  a  treaty,  which  shall  provide,  by 
seciprocal  arrangements,  for  the  security  of  their  seamen  from  be- 
ing taken  or  employed  in  the  service  of  the  other  power,  for  the 
regulation  of  their  commerce,  and  all  other  interesting  questions 
now  depending  between  them. 

"  3d.  The  armistice  shall  not  cease  without  a  previous  notice 
by  one  to  the  other  party  of days,  and  shall  not  be  under- 
stood as  having  other  effect  than  merely  to  suspend  military  oper- 
ations by  land  and  by  sea." 

By  this  he  would  perceive  that  the  president  was  desirous  of 
removing  every  obstacle  to  an  accommodation  which  consisted 
merely  of  form,  securing  in  a  safe  and  satisfactory  manner  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States  in  these  two  great  and 
essential  circumstances,  as  it  was  presumed  might  be  accomplished 
by  the  proposed  understanding  ;  he  was  willing  that  it  should  be 
done  in  a  manner  the  most  satisfactory  and  honourable  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  well  as  to  the  United  States. 

On  the  28th  of  the  same  June,  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  British 
secretary  of  state,  transmitted  to  Mr.  Russell  in  London,  an  order 
in  council  issued  on  that  day,  for  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil so  far  as  they  related  to  American  vessels. 

On  the  24th  of  Aug.  1812,  Mr.  Russell  proposed  an  armistice 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  a  letter  to  Lord 
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Castlereagh,  upon  the  terms  authorized  by  his  foregoing  instruc- 
tions. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  his  answer  bearing  date  the  29th  August, 
infjrmed  Mr.  Russell  that  the  prince  regent  felt  himself  under 
the  necessity  of  declining  to  accede  to  the  propositions  contained 
in  his  letter  of  the  24th  as  being  on  various  grounds  absolute- 
ly inadmissible.  There  seemed,  from  the  purport  of  the  letter,  to 
be  an  exception  to  the  powers  of  Mr.  Russell  to  negociate.  He 
therefore  declined  discussing  the  propositions  brought  forward  by 
him.  Upon  the  proposition,  however,  relating  to  impressment,  he 
remarked,  that  he  was  surprised  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  should  have  thought  fit  to  demand  that  the  British  govern- 
ment should  desist  from  its  ancient  and  accustomed  practice  of 
impressing  British  seamen  from  the  merchant  ships  of  a  foreign 
state,  as  a  condition  preliminary  even  to  a  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties, simply  on  the  assurance  that  a  law  should  thereafter  be  passed 
to  prohibit  the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  the  public  or  com- 
mercial service  of  the  United  States.  And  he  further  remarked, 
that  the  British  government  was  ready,  as  before,  to  receive 
from  the  United  States,  and  amicably  discuss  any  propositions 
which  professed  to  have  in  view,  either  to  check  abuse  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  practice  of  impressment,  or  to  accomplish,  by  means 
less  liable  to  revocation,  ihe  object  for  which  impressment  haS 
heretofore  been  found  neccessary. 

Several  letters  afterwards  passed,  not  materially  varying  tho 
propositions  heretofore  passed  between  the  governments,  which 
are  here  omitted. 

The  following  letters  discuss  the  subject  more  fully,  and  are  in- 
serted at  length. 

CORRESPONDENCE   BETV/KEN    SIR    J.    B.    WARREN    AND    THE 
SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 

Halifax^  Nova  Scotia,  Nov.  30. 

Sir The  departure  of  Mr.  Foster  from  America  has  devolv- 
ed upon  me  the  charge  of  making  known  to  you,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  government  of  tho  United  States,  the  sentiments 
entertained  by  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent_,  upon  the  ex- 
isting relations  of  the  two  countries. 

You  will  observe,  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  an  order  in  coun- 
cil, bearing  date  the  23d  of  June,  1812,  that  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  and  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  ceas- 
ed to  exist  nearly  at  the  same  time  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States  declared  v^ar  against  his  majesty. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  declaration  in  London,  the 
order  in  council,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  enclosed  to  you, 
was  issued  on  the  31st  day  of  July,  for  the  embargo  and  deten- 
trdn  of  all  American  ships. 
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Under  thes.e  circumstances,  I  am  commandeci  to  propose  tv 
your  government  the  immediate  cessation  of  liostilities  between 
the  two  coantricp,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  be  the  instrument 
of  bringing  about  a  reconciliation,  so  interesting  and  beneficial  to 
America  and  Great  Biitain. 

I  therefore  propose  to  yoij,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  shall  instantly  recall  their  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisa'.  against  British  ships,  together  with  ail  orders  and  in- 
structions for  any  acts  of  hostility  whatever  against  the  territory 
of  his  majesty,  or  the  persons  or  propeily  of  his  subjects  ;  with 
Ihe  understanding,  that  immediately  on  my  receiving  from  you 
an  official  assurance  to  that  effect,  I  shall  instruct  all  the  officere 
under  my  command  to  desist  from  corresponding  measures  of  war, 
against  the  ships  and  property  of  the  United  States,  and  that  I 
shall  transmit,  without  delay,  corresponding  intelligence  to  the 
several  parts  of  the  world  where  hostilities  may  have  com- 
mcnced.  The  British  commanders  in  which  will  be  required  to 
discontinue  hostilities  from  the  receipt  of  such  notice. 

Should  the  American  government  accede  to  the  above  proposal 
for  terminating  hostilities,  I  am  authorized  to  arrange  with  you  as 
to  the  revocation  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  commerce  and 
ihips  of  war  of  Great  Britain  from  the  harbours  and  waters  of  the 
United  States  ;  in  the  default  of  which  revocation,  within  such 
reasonable  period  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  you  will  observe  by  the 
order  of  the  23d  June,  the  order*  in  council  of  January,  1807, 
and  April,  1809,  are  to  be  revived. 

The  officer  who  conveys  this  letter  to  the  American  coast  has 
received  my  orders  to  put  to  sea  immediately  upon  the  delivering 
of  the  despatch  to  the  competent  authority;  and  I  earnestly  re- 
com.mend  that  no  time  be  lost  in  communicating  to  me  the  deci- 
sion of  your  government,  persuaded  as  I  feel  that  it  cannot  but  be 
of  a  nature  to  lead  to  a  speedy  termination  of  the  present  differ- 
ences. 

The  flag  of  truce  which  you  may  charge  with  your  reply  will 
find  one  of  my  <:ruizers  at  Sandy  Hook,  ten  days  after  the  land- 
ing oi  this  despatch,  which  I  have  directed  to  call  there  with  a 
■flag  of  truce  for  that  purpose. 

.    1  have  the  honour   to   be,   with  the  highest  consideration,   sir, 
vour  most  obedient  and  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 
A^dmiral  of  the  Blue,  and  commander  in  chief,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  SIR  J.  B.  V/ARREN. 

Department  of  State,  Oct.  27,  1812. 

Sir ]  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  30th 

■.'A.  and  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  president. 

It  appears  that  you  are  authorized  to  propose  a  cessation  of  hos- 
-■run^  bctv.-een  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  on  the  ground 
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of  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  and  in  case  the  proposition 
is  acceded  to,  to  take  measures  in  concert  with  this  governmentj 
to  carry  it  into  complete  effect  on  both  sides. 

You  state,  also,  that  you  have  it  in  charge,  in  that  event,  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  government  oi"  the  United 
States  for  the  repeal  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  ships  of  war 
and  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  from  the  harbours  and  waters 
of  the  United  States.  And  you  intimate  that  if  the  proposition  is 
not  acceded  to,  the  orders  in  coiincil  (repealed  conditionally  by 
that  of  the  23d  of  June  last)  will  be  revived  against  the  commerce 
of  the  U.  States. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  very  satisfactory 
to  the  president  to  meet  the  British  government  in  such  arrange- 
meats  as  may  terminate,  without  delay,  the  hostilities  which  now 
exist  between  the  United  S'ates  and  Great  Britain,  on  conditions 
honourable  to  both  nations. 

At  the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  war,  the  president  gave  u 
si^.nal  proof  of  the  attachment  of  the  United  States  to  peace.  In 
St.  ictions  were  given  at  that  early  period  to  the  late  charge  des 
alT>irs  of  the  United  States  at  London,  to  propose  to  the  British 
government  an  armistice  on  conditions  which  it  was  presumed 
would  have  been  satisfactory.  It  has  been  seen  with  regret  that 
the  propositions  made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  particularly  in  regard  to 
the  important  interest  of  impressment,  was  rejected,  and  that 
none  was  offered  through  that  channel,  as  a  basis  on  which  hos- 
tilities might  cease. 

As  your  government  has  authorised  you  to  propose  a  cessation 
of  liostilities,  and  is  doubtless  aware  of  the  important  and  salutary 
effect  which  a  statisfactory  adjustment  of  this  difference  cannot 
fail  to  have  on  the  future  relations  between  the  two  countries,  I 
indulge  the  hope  that  it  has,  ere  this,  given  you  full  power  for  the 
purpose.  Experience  has  sufficiently  evinced,  that  no  peace  can 
be  durable  unless  this  object  is  provided  for.  It  is  presumed-, 
therefore,  that  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  both  countries,  to  adjust 
it  at  this  time. 

Without  further  discussing  questions  of  tight,  the  President  is 
desirous  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  evils  complained  of  on  both 
sides.  The  claim  of  the  British  government  is  to  take  from  the 
merchant  vessels  of  other  countries,  British  subjects,  in  the  prac- 
tice, the  commanders  of  British  ships  of  war  often  take  from  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States,  American  citizens.  If  the 
United  States  prohibit  the  employment  of  British  subjects  in  their 
service,  and  enforce  the  prohibition  by  suitable  regulations  and 
penalties,  the  motive  for  the  practice  is  taken  away.  It  is  in  thi? 
mode  that  the  President  is  willing  to  accommodate  this  irnportan: 
controvesy  with  the  British  government,  and  it  cannot  be  coi? 
ceived  on  what  ground  the  arrangement  can  be  refused, 
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A  suspension  of  the  practice  of  impressment,  pending  the  arnns- 
tice,  seems  to  be  a  necessary  consequence.  It  cannot  be  presunn- 
ed,  while  the  parties  are  engaged  in  a  negociation  to  adjust  ami 
cably  this  important  difference,  that  the  United  States  would  ad- 
mit the  right,  or  acquiesce  in  the  practice  of  the  opposite  party  ; 
or  that  Great  Britain  would  be  unwilling  to  restrain  her  cruizers 
from  a  practice  which  would  have  the  strongest  tendency  to  de- 
feat the  negociation.  It  is  presumable  that  both  parties  would  en- 
ter into  the  negociation  with  a  sincere  desire  to  give  it  effect. 
For  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  that  a  clear  and  distinct  undertand- 
ing  be  first  obtained  between  them,  of  the  accommodation  which 
each  is  prepared  to  naake.  If  the  British  government  is  willing 
to  suspend  the  practice  of  impressment  from  American  vessels,  on 
consideration  that  the  United  States  will  exclude  British  seamen 
from  their  service,  the  regulations  by  which  this  compromise 
should  be  carried  into  effect  would  be  solely  the  object  of  negoci- 
ation. The  armistice  would  be  of  short  duration.  If  the  parties 
agreed,  peace  would  be  the  result.  If  the  negociation  failed,  each 
would  be  restored  to  its  former  state,  and  to  all  its  pretensions,  by 
recurring  to  war. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Russell,  seems  to  have 
supposed,  that,  had  the  British  government  accepted  the  proposi- 
tions made  to  it.  Great  Britain  would  have  suspended  immediate- 
ly the  exercise  of  a  right,  on  the  mere  assurance  of  this  govern- 
ment that  a  law  would  be  afterwards  passed  to  prohibit  the  em> 
ployment  of  British  seamen  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  Great  Britain  would  have  no  agency  in  the  regulation  to 
give  effect  to  that  proposition.  Such  an  idea  was  not  in  the  con- 
templation of  this  government,  nor  is  to  be  reasonably  inferred 
from  Mr.  Russell's  note  ;  lest,  however,  by  possibility  such  an  in- 
ference might  be  drawn  from  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Russell,  and 
anxious  that  there  should  be  no  misunderstanding  in  the  case,  sub- 
aequent  instructions  were  given  to  Mr.  Russell,  with  a  view  to  ob- 
viate every  objection  of  the  kind  alluded  to.  As  they  bear  date 
on  the  27th  July,  and  were  forwarded  by  the  British  packet  AI- 
theq,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they  may  have  been  received 
and  acted  on. 

I  am  happy  to  explain  to  you  thus  fully  the  views  of  my  gov 
ernment  on  this  important  subject.  The  president  desires  that 
the  war  which  exists  between  our  countries  should  be  terminated 
on  such  conditions  as  may  secure  a  solid  and  durable  peace.  To 
accomplish  this  great  object,  it  is  necessary  that  the  interest  oi 
impressment  be  satisfactoril}  arrranged.  He  is  willing  that  Greal 
Britain  should  be  secured  against  the  evils  of  which  she  complains 
He  seeks,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
should  be  protected  against  a  practice  which,  while  it  degrades  the 
nation,  deprives  them  of  their  rights  as  freemen,  take?  them  b> 
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fprce  from  tiieir  families  and  their  country,  into  a  foreign  service^ 
to  fight  the  battles  of  a  foreign  power,  perhaps  against  their  own 
kindred  and  country. 

I  abstain  from  entering  in  this  communication,  into  other  gounds 
of  difference.  The  orders  in  council  having  been  repealed,  (with 
a  reservation  not  impairing  a  corresponding  right  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States)  and  no  illegal  blockades  revived  or  instituted  in 
their  stead,  and  an  understanding  being  obtained  on  the  subject  of 
impressment,  in  the  mode  herein  proposed,  the  president  is  willing 
to  agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  with  a  view  to  arrange  by 
treaty,  in  a  more  distinct  and  ample  manner,  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  both  parties,  every  other  subject  of  controversy, 

I  will  only  add,  that  if  there  be  no  objection  to  an  accommoda- 
tion of  the  difference  relating  to  impressment,  in  the  mode  pro- 
posed, other  than  the  suspension  of  the  British  claim  to  impress- 
ment during  the  armistice,  there  can  be  none  to  proceeding,  with* 
out  the  armistice,  to  an  immediate  discussion  and  arrangement  of 
an  article  on  that  subject.  This  great  question  being  satisfactori- 
ly adjusted,  the  way  will  be  open,  either  for  an  armistice  or  any 
other  course  leading  most  conveniently  and  expeditiously  to  a  gen- 
eral pacification.     I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Observations  on  Hull's  capture The  surrender  of  the  north- 
western army,  by  Gen.  Hull  was  followed  by  consequences  more 
easily  imagined  than  described.  The  whole  N.  W.  frontier  was 
in  an  unexpected  moment,  thrown  open  to  the  incursions  of  an 
enemy,  whose  rule  of  warfare  is  an  indiscriminate  massacre  of  all 
ages  and  sexes.  Imagine,  then,  a  thinly  settled  frontier  of  n)any 
hundred  miles  in  extent,  unexpectedjy  deprived  of  all  protection, 
but  the  mercy  of  infuriated  savages,  and  you  will  form  but  an  in- 
adequate idea  of  a  scene  of  distress,  of  flight,  of  cruel  apprehen- 
sion, and  more  cruel  death,  the  necessary  result  of  the  surrender. 

Such  a  scene,  however,  could  not  fail  to  arouse  the  whole 
American  people.  Volunteers  in  the  states  of  Penns-yivania,  Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky,  and  Ohio  every  where  pres^ented  themselves^ 
and  among  them  some  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens,  and  an 
army  was  shortly  on  the  march  to  retrieve  our  misfortunes. 

At  the  very  moment  of  the  surrender,  a  biigade  of  Kentucky 
volunteers,  and  a  few  regulars  under  Gen.  Payne,  were  fortunate- 
ly on  the  march  to  reinforce  the  N.  W.  array  :  but  for  some  rea- 
son unknown  their  movements  were  extremely  tardy.  If  they 
could  not  have  prevented  the  lall  of  Detroit,  as  many  have  sup- 
posed, they  could  at  least  iiave  prevented  in  some  good  measMre 
^he  incursions  of  the  enemy  into  Ohio. 
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On  the  4th  of  September  Gen.  Harrison  having  been  brevetted 
a  Ma).  Gen.  by  the  governor  of  Kentucky,  arrived  at  Urbana  and 
a?i?umed  the  command  of  the  north-western  army,  then  concen- 
trating at  the  rspids  of  the  Miami  of  the  lalu-s.  The  several  corps 
were  to  take  the  following  r<'utes  :  2000  Pennsvlvania  volun- 
teers, under  Brig.  Gen.  Crooks,  were  to  move  from  Pitts^burgh, 
along  the  shores  of  lake  Erie.  Gen.  Tupper's  brigade  of  Oiiio 
volunteers  were  to  take  Hull's  route  from  Urbana  to  the  rapids. 
1500  V'irginiansjunder  Brig.  Gen.  Leftwicb,  were  to  take  the  same 
route.  Gen.  Payne's  brigade  of  Kentucky  volunteers,  with  the 
17th  United  States'  regiment,  under  Col.  Wells,  were  to  advance 
to  fort  Waynt  and  descend  the  Miami.  Such  was  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  forces  which  were  to  constitute  the  new  norlh-west- 
ern  army. 

Reap f  of  fort  Wayne Early   in    September  a  large  British 

and  Indian  force  issued  from  fort  Maiden  to  lay  waste  the  fron- 
tiers of  Ohio.  The  capture  of  fort  Wayne  was  one  principal  object 
of  the  expedition.  On  the  5th  they  made  their  appearance  before 
th>'  fort,  and  immediately  invested  it.  They  burnt  the  United 
States  factory,  and  many  other  valuable  buildings,  and  killed  a 
brother  of  governor  Meigs,  and  two  soldiers  near  the  fort. 

Gen.  Harrison,  being  apprised  of  the  situation  of  fort  Wayne, 
marched  with  the  brigade  of  Gen.  Payne  and  the  regulars  for  its 
relief,  and  the  enemy,  aware  of  his  approach  abandoned  the  ex- 
pedition and  fled. 

Gen.  Payne^s  and  Col.   Wells*   expeditions There  was   now 

a  favourable  momem  for  makiiig  the  Indians  feel  the  eflfects 
of  the  war.  An  expedition  was  accordingly  projected  against  sev- 
eral towns  within  two  days'  march  of  that  place.  The  whole  force 
was  divided  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Payne  and 
Col.  \A'ells.  The  former  was  directed  to  destroy  the  Miami 
towns  at  the  forks  of  the  Wabash  ;  and  the  latter  to  go  against 
the  Potawatamie  vilkiges  at  Elk  Hart. 

The  commander  in  chief  accompanied  Gen.  Payne  on  the  expe- 
dition; four  of  the  Miamai  villages  were  burnt, three  of  which  were 
remarkably  flourishing.  All  the  corn  was  cut  up  and  piled,  in  or- 
der that  it  might  rot  before  the  enemy  could  return  to  prevent  it. 
Col.  Wells  was  equally  successful  :  he  destroyed  several  villages, 
and  returned  to  camp  without  loss. 

At  this  time  Gen.  Winchester  arrived  at  fort  Wayne,  and  Gen. 
Harrison  resigned  the  command  of  the  detachment  under  Gen. 
Pijyne  and  Col.  Wells,  to  him,  in  obedience  to  the  arrangments 
of  the  war  department.  Considerable  discontent  and  murmuring 
•.vas  observable  among  the  troops  when  tbev  were  informed  of  the 
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change  ;  but  on  being  addressed  by  Gen.  Harrison  they  appeared 
better  satisfied.  He  assured  them  that  if  any  thing  could  soften  the 
regret  which  he  felt  at  parting  with  men  who  liad  so  entirely  won 
his  confidence  and  aflTection,  it  was  the  circumstance  of  his  com- 
mitting them  to  the  charge  of  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  revolution, 
a  man  distinguished  as  well  for  the  services  he  had  rendered  his 
country,  as  for  the  possession  of  every  qualification  which  consti- 
tutes the  gentleman. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  was  highly  honourable  to  their  char- 
acter as  soldiers  ;  for  ten  days,  while  on  active  and  severe  duty, 
they  had  scarcely  a  sufficiency  of  food  to  sustain  them,  and  entire- 
ly without  some  articles  of  the  ration.  But  such  was  their  personal 
attachment  to  Gen.  Harrison,  that  they  would  have  suffered  almost 
any  fatigue  or  privation  without  a  murmur. 

An  order  of  the  secretary  of  war  invested  Gen.  Harrison  with 
the  command  of  all  the  troops,  excepting  the  corps  of  Gen.  Win- 
chester. This  equality  in  the  authority  of  the  two  generals  was 
liable  to  much  coll'ssion,  and  might  have  produced,  between  two 
officers  of  co-equal  powers,  and  possessing  less  magnanimity,  se- 
rious consequences  to  the  nation.  The  rank  of  major  general 
was  confirmed  to  Gen.  Harrison  by  the  president ;  still  that  of 
Gen.  Winchester  possessed  prirority  of  date,  and  Gen.  Harrison 
was  to  command  the  largest  force.  The  troops  considered  Gen. 
Harrison  commander  in  chief. 

The  war  department,  on  this  occasion  at  least,  performed  its 
duty  to  the  full  extent  of  its  abilit}  :  every  thing  requisite  for  the 
supply  of  the  army  was  forwarded  with  all  practicable  expedition. 

One  circumstance,  above  all,  must  not  be  overlooked.  The 
greater  part  of  the  volunteers  now  concentrating  under  Gen,  Har- 
rison, consisted  of  men  whose  families  and  property  were  not 
exposed  to  danger,  and  who  consequently  were  influenced  by  the 
most  disinterested  patriotism.  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  a  member  of 
congress,  from  Kentucky,  who  has  since  so  nobly  distinguished 
himself,  was  among  the  foremost.  Gen.  Harrison  fixed  his  head- 
quarters at  St.  Marys  ;  Gen.  Winchester  advanced  to  fort  Defi- 
ance. He  found  the  enemy  in  possession  of  the  ground,  and  toe 
strong  for  his  force  ;  he  despatched  an  express  to  Gen.  Harrison, 
who  nnmediately  marched  to  his  assistance  with  2000  mounted 
riflemen  and  musketeers,  all  furnished  with  three  days  provisions. 
In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  enemy  had  suddenly  decamped 
and  descended  the  Miami.  Our  troops  went  in  pursuit,  but  could 
not  overtake  them.  This  was  the  expedition  from  Maiden  ;  they 
had  several  field  pieces.     Tecumseh  commanded  the  Indians. 

The  attention  of  the  commanding  gen-^ral  was  now  for  some- 
time confined  to  arranging  depots  of  provisions,  ammunition,  and 
clotiiing,  in  opening  roads,  building  boats  and  erecting  block  houis- 
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es,  preparatory  to  the  niarch  of  the  army  to  the  object  of  the  can:-' 
paie^n.     His  exertions  were  indefatigp.ble. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  Brig.  Gen.  Tiipper  received  orders  to 
proceed  to  the  rapids  with  the  whole  of  the  mounted  force,  in 
condition  of  service  ;  but  in  coBsequence  of  the  counter  orders  of 
Gen.  Winchester,  the  rwovement  was  not  executed.  Gen.  Tup- 
per  made  an  exposition  of  the  causes  which  produced  the  failure 
of  the  expedition.  This  exposition  very  clearly  proved  that  both 
Winchester  and  Tupper  were  incapable  of  command. 

Colonel  CampbfWs   expedition.., .On    the    8th    of  November, 
-a  detachment  of  six  hundred  men,  commanded  b}'  Colonel  Camp- 
bell,   left    Franklinton    on    an   expedition   against  the  Miami  In- 
dians, living  on  the  head   waters  of  the   Wabash.     On  the  17th 
of   December  they  arrived  at   one  of   the  Missassinway  villages, 
surprised,   killed    five    warriors,   and  took   thirty-seven  prisoners. 
They  burnt  three  other  villages,  three  miles  further  down  the  river, 
and  then  returned  to   the  first  town  destroyed,  and  encamped...... 

About  an  hour  before  the  dawn  of  day,  they  were  attacked  in  the 
camp.      The  fire  commenced    on  the  right  line  commanded  by 
Maj.  Ball,  who  sustained  and  returned  it  till  day  light,   when  the 
Indians  were  charged    and    dispersed    with  the  loss  of  30  killed. 
Our  loss   was  8  killed,   and  25  wounded. ...several  mortally.       A 

great  number  of  horses  were  killed,  and  several  officers  were 
wounded:  lieutenant  Waltz,  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  was  shot 
through  the  arm,  but  not  satisfied,  he  again  attempted  to  mount 
his  horse,  and  in  making  the  effort  was  shot  through  the  head 
The  prisoners  were  treated  with  humanity,  even  the  warriors 
who  ceased  to  resit,  were  spared,  which  is  not  the  usual  custom 
in  expeditions  against  the  Indians.  The  sufferings  of  the  men 
from  cold,  hunger  and  fatigue,on  their  retreat  from  Missassinvvay, 
were  beyond  measure.  They  were  in  the  centre  of  an  Indian 
country.  The  terrible  Tecumsth  was  known  to  be  within  a  few- 
hours  niarch.  The  sick  and  wounded  were  to  be  carried  on  lit 
ters  ;  their  march  was  slowj  tedious,  and  circumspect.  At  night 
only  half  of  the  men  could  sleep,  while  the  other  w  ere  on  guard.. 
They  suffered  greatly  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  ;  num- 
bers were  frost  bitten.  Pleurisy  and  bad  colds  afflicted  almost 
the  whole  cojps.  Why  the  Indians  sufl^ered  them  tue.'cape  total 
destruction,  is  unaccountable.  Perhaps  the  dt  alh  of  their  cele- 
brated Prophet,  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  killed  in  this  affairs- 
was  the  cause  of  their  not  harra.^sing  our  men  in  their  retreat. 

The  officers  of  Maj.  Bali's  squadron,  who  sustained  the  brunt 
of  the  action,  and  who  were  complimented  by  Gen.  Harrison,  ia 
a  general  order,  for  their  valour  and  good  conduct,  were  Maj* 
Bail,  Capts.  Hopkins  and  Garrard,  of  Kentucky  ;  Capts.  Marklc 
and  M'Clellar.d,  of  Pennsylvania. 
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On  tljo  I4th  of  December  the  left  wing  of  the  army  moved 
from   fort    Winchester  to    the  rapids.       At    this   time   the  Ohio 

troops  vv(  re  at  fort  M'Arthur the  Pennsylvani-ius  at  Mansfiiid, 

and  the  Virginians  at  Delaware.  General  Harrison  fixed  his 
head  quarters  at  Upper  Sandusky.  The  provisions  and  miUtary 
stores,  and  the  trains  of  artillery  having  reached  the  difft  rent  de- 
pots, the  hopes  of  the  nation  that  victory  would  soon  crown  the  ef- 
forts of  the  northwestern  army,  were  cherished  in  confidence. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  Col.  Lewis  advanced  towards  the  river 
Raisin.  On  the  l8th  he  found  the  enemy  in  force,  and  disposed 
to  dispute  the  possession  of  the  place.  He  attacked  them  in  the 
town  ;  on  the  first  onset  the  savages  raised  their  accustomed  yell. 
But  the  noise  was  drowned  in  the  returning  shouts  of  the  assail- 
ants. They  advanced  boldly  to  the  charge  and  drove  them  in 
all  directions.  On  the  first  fire  sixteen  of  the  Indians  fell,  about 
40  were  killed.  Coi.  Lewis*  party  lost  12  killed  and  52  wound- 
ed. 

Defeat  of  General  Winchester... .On  the  eighteenth  General 
Winchester  followed  with  a  reinforcement  and  concentrated 
his  troops,   amounting    to  eight  hundred   men,    at  the  village  of 

Frenchtown six  hundred  of  which  were  posted  behind  a  picket 

fence,  200  which  composed  the  right  wing  were  encamped  in  an 
open  field,  entirely  uncovered. 

On  the  22d  they  were  attacked  by  a  combined  British  force 
under  Tecumseh  and  Proctor.  The  attack  commenced  on  the 
right  wing,  at  beating  of  reveille.  Our  troops  were  immediately 
ready  for  the  reception  of  the  enemy.  The  right  wing  sustained 
the  shock  for  about  20  minutes,  when,  overpowered  by  numbers, 
they  retreated  over  the  river,  and  were  met  by  a  large  body  of 
Indians,  who  had  been  stationed  in  their  rear.  This  party,  find- 
ing their  retreat  cut  off,  resolved  to  sell  their  lives  as  dear  as  pos- 
sible, and  fought   desperately few  of  these  escaped.       The  left 

wing,  with  Spartan  valour,  maintained  their  ground  within  their 
pickets.  The  enemy's  regulars  made  three  different  charges  up- 
on  them  ;  they  advanced  in  platoons  to  charge  the  pickets,  krep 
jngup  a  brisk  fire.  Our  men  within  the  pickets,  with  the  most 
determined  bravery  and  presence  of  mind,  reserved  their  fire  un- 
til the  enemy  advanced  within  point  blank  shot.  They  then  open- 
ed a  cross  fire  upon  them  ;  their  pieces  were  leveled,  and  in  this 
manner  mowed  down  his  ranks  till  he  retreated  in  confusion. 

Gen.  Winchester  and  Col.  Lewis  bad  been  taken  prisoners  in 
an  early  part  of  the  battle,  in  attempting  to  rally  the  right  wing. 
At  11  o'clock  a  flag  arrived  from  Gen.  Winchester  to  Maj.  Madi- 
son, who  commanded  in  the  pickets,  informing  our  men  he  bad 
surrendered  them   prisoners  of  war,  and  requested  their  compl 
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ance  ;  wherevpon  a  capitulation  took  place,  and  they  were  h\i- 
midiatol)  marched  off  for  Maiden.  The  Americans  lost  nearly 
400  men  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Among  the  officers. 
Col.  Allen,  and  Captains  Hickman,  Simpson,  (a  member  of  con- 
gress; Mead,  Edward,  Price  and  M'Cracken. 

During  the  whole  of  the  action  a  heavy  cannonade  was  kept 
up  by  six  pieces  of  artillery.  The  courage  of  men  was  never 
more  severely  tested.  The  party  that  retreated  at  the  commence- 
ment  of  the  battle,  were  pursued,  surrounded,  and  literally  cut  to 
pieces.  Some  succeeded  in  getting  three  miles  from  the  scene  of 
action,  but  were  overtaken  and  massacred.  The  snow  was  crim- 
soned the  whole  distance  with  the  blood  of  the  fugitives. 

After  the  capitulation,  the  American  commanding  officer  re- 
monstrated with  Gen.  Proctor,  on  the  necessity  of  protecting  the 
wounded  prisoners  from  the  fury  of  the  savages;  that  officer  pledg- 
ed himself  to  attend  to  it,  but  he  forgot  to  keep  his  word  ;  the}'^ 
were  left  without  the  promised  protection,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  23d,  horrible  to  relate,  the  allies  of  a  christian  king  stripped, 
scalped,  tomahawked  and  burnt  all  of  them  who  were  unable  to 
walk. 

The  dead  were  denied  the  rites  of  sepulture  ;  the  living  were 
treated  with  the  greatest  indignity.  The  prisoners  were  general- 
ly stripped  of  their  clothing,  rifled  of  their  cash,  and  the  swords 
of  the  officers  given  to  the  savages.  Men,  whose  education,  ta- 
lents and  character,  ought  to  have  entitled  them  to  respect,  had 
their  feelings  grossly  outraged. 

The  advance  of  Gen.  Winchester  to  the  river  Raisin  was  not 
authorized  by  the  orders  of  Gen.  Harrison  :  the  motives  of  the 
general  were  no  doubt  good,  but  to  his  imprudence  is  attributed 
the  failure  of  the  campaign.  He  was  induced  to  make  the  move- 
ment in  consequence  of  the  earnest  solicitude  of  the  inhabitants 
of  that  place,  who  were  threatened  with  a  general  massacre  by 
the  Indians. 

As  soon  as  Gen.  Harrison  learnt  the  exposed  situation  of  Gen. 
Winchester's  corps,  he  ordered  a  detachment  from  Gen.  Perkins* 
brigade,  under  Col.  Cofgreaves,  to  march  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition to  his  relief:  but  so  much  time  was  lost  in  preparation, 
that  it  only  arrived  within  hearing  distance,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  battle,  and  then  suddenly  retraced  its  steps. 

Why  a  commanding  officer,  situated  as  Gen.  Winchester  was, 
within  a  few  hours  march  of  Maiden,  and  liable  every  moment 
to  be  surprised,  should  suffer  his  men  to  be  encamped  in  detached 
and  exposed  situations,  in  the  manner  they  were,  is  a  question  not 
yet  explained. 

The  night  before  the  battle,  a  Frenchman  arrived  from  Mai- 
den,  and  informed  that  the  enemy  had  commenced  their  march. 
This  information,  which  was  made  known  to    Gen.  Winchester, 
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was  disregarded.  His  quarters  were  3  or  400  yards  from  camp^ 
He  did  not  arrive  at  the  scene  of  action  till  the  right  wing  had  be- 
gun to  give  way. 

We  cannot  forbear  to  notice  in  this  place,  a  circumstance  that 
reflects  the  greatest  lustre  on  the  military  character  of  the  Ken- 
tuckians.     On  their  march  from  fort  Defiance  to  the  rapids,  the 

horses  were  worn  out  and  nearly  famished  for  want  of  forage 

The  men  themselves  were  destitute  of  many  articles  of  the  first 
necessity.  Yet  these  circumstances  did  not  in  the  least  dampen 
their  ardour.  When  the  horses  were  no  longer  able  to  draw, 
these  gallant  sons  of  Mars  harnessed  themselves  to  the  sleighs, 
and  in  this  manner,  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity,  conveyed  their 
baggage  sixty  miles  through  frost  and  snow  ;  thus  manifesting 
an  intrepidity  of  character  which  rival*  that  of  Greece  or 
Rome. 

Yet  these  were  men,  whose  homes,  for  the  most  part,  were 
seats  of  elegance  and  wealth;  but  their  spirits  were  not  to  be 
broken  by  adversity.  Notwithstanding  they  were  compelled  to 
travel  on  foot,  and  with  scarcely  a  covering  for  their  backs,  ia 
the  dead  of  winter,  from  Maiden  to  Buffalo,  and  from  thence  to 
Kentucky,  a  distance  of  800  miles,  stiil  not  a  murmur  escaped 
their  lips  !  Their  honest  hearts  sprung  forward  with  the  elastic 
hope,  that  their  wrongs  would  be  avenged  and  the  day  of  retri- 
bution arrive, 
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Retreat  ofXren.  H.arrison....Fort  Meigs. ...Expedition  to  Presque 
Isle....  Attempt  upon  the  Qiieen  Charlotte....Preparations  for  a 
Jleet  on  lake  Erie.... Defeat  of  the  enemy  at  fort  Meigs.„c 
Gallant  defence  of  fort  Stephenson. 

After  the  defeat  of  Gen  Winchester,  Gen.  Harrison  retreated 
from  the  rapids,  eighteen  miles,  and  took  a  position  at  Portage 
river.  It  being  found  impracticable  to  remove  all  the  provisions, 
a  considerable  quantity  was  destroyed. 

On  the  30th  of  January  General  Harrison  despatched  Captain 
Lamon,  Doctor  M'Keehan  and  a  Frenchman  with  a  flag  of  truce 
to  Maiden.  They  encamped  the  first  night  near  the  rapids,  and 
hoisted  the  white  flag;  but  this  was  not  respected....the  Indians 
fired  upon  them  while  asleep,  killed  Lamon,  wounded  Doetot 
M'Keehan  and  took  him  dad  the  Frenchman  prisoners, 

X 
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Fort  \fpigs....Governor  Meigs  having  promptly  ordered  ant 
two  reglmtMits  of  Ohio  militia,  to  reii)iorce  Gcu.  Harrison,  the 
a.  niy  again  advanced  to  the  rapids  and  commenced  building  tort 
Meigs.  Gen.  Crooks'  brigade,  in  the  mean  time,  were  busily  em- 
ployed in  fortifying  at  Upp^.'r  Sandusky. 

Expedition  to  Prrsque  Isle General  Harrison  having  learnt 

that  a  body  of  Indians  were  collected  at  Pre.squc  Isle  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Miami,  marched  from  his  camp  at  the  rapids  on  the 
6th  of  February,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  his  army,  to  at- 
tack them. 

The  enemy  fled,  and  our  troops  pursued  almost  to  the  river 
Raisin;  but  finding  it  impossible  to  overtake  them,  the  troops  re- 
turned to  camp  much  exhausted  with  fatigue.  Such  was-'  their 
desire  to  come  up  with  the  foe  that  they  marched  sixty  miles  in 
21  hours. 

Jttempt  upon  the  Queen  Charlotte On  the  27th  of  February 

a  detachment  of  150  men  under  Capt.  Langham,  left  the  rap;ds 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Queen  Charlotte,  near  Maiden  ; 
but  the  ice  was  found  to  be  too  far  decayed  to  accomplish  the 
object  of  the  expedition. 

The  army  were  now  engaged  incessantly  in  strengthening  the 
posts  of  fort  Meigs,  Upper  Sandusky  and  fort  Stephenson.  Geij, 
H^.rrison  left  the  army  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  with  Govy 
Altigs,  and  for  expediting  the  march  of  the  reinforcements.  N» 
event  of  moment  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  the  win- 
ter. 

Preparations  for  ajieet  on  lake  Erie In  March,  workmen 

began  to  cut  timber  at  Erie,  for  the  purpose  of  building  two  20 
gun  brigs ;  the  requiiite  number  of  ship  carpenters  having  arrived 
at  that  place. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  greater  part  of  the  militia  composing 
the  northwestern  army  having  expired,  new  levies  from  Ohio  and 
Kentucky  were  ordert  d  on  to  supply  their  places.  But  these  not 
arriving  in  season,  the  Pennsylvania  brigade  generously  volun- 
teered their  services  for  another  month  to  defend  fort  Meigs, 
which  was  menaced  with  an  attack.  This  conduct  was  the 
mnre  honourable,  as  this  corps  had  undergone  incredible  hard- 
ships during  the  winter,  in  dragging  the  artillery  and  stores  fron*. 
Sandusky  to  the  rapids. 

Defeat  of  the  enemy  at  fort  Meigs On  the  20th  of  April, 

Gen.  Harrison  returned  to  fort  Meigs,  and  began  to  prepare  for 
She  approaching  storm,       Patrollng  parties  were  frequently  sent 
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•ut  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  had  been  dis- 
covered on  the  margin  of  the  lake. 

O  I  the  20tii  the  advance  of  the  enemy  made  its  appearance  on 
the  opposite  shore,  and  after  reconnoitering  a  few  minutes,  with- 
drew. On  the  27th  they  returned,  but  were  soon  made  to  retire 
by  the  ball;--  from  the  fort.  From  the  time  of  the  general's  arriving 
in  camp,  the  greatest  diligence  was  displayed  by  the  otiicers  and 
solditrs.  Fortifications  of  various  description?  were  carried  ou 
with  unparalleled  exertions.  Every  moment  of  the  genera!  was 
occupied  in  directing  the  works.  He  addressed  the  men  in  a  most 
jnaste.ly  and  eloquent  manner,  on  the  situation  in  which  the  for- 
tune of  war  had  placed  them,  and  on  the  importance  of  every 
man's  being  vigilant  and  industrious  at  his  po<!t.  This  address 
converted  every  man  into  a  hero ;  it  inspired  them  with  a  zeal, 
courage  and  patriotism  never  surpassed. 

On  the  28th  the  enemy  commenced  a  very  brisk  fire  of  small 
arms ;  in  the  erening  the  Indians  were  conveyed  over  the  river 
in  boats,  and  surrounded  the  garrison  in  every  direction.  Several 
•f  Col.  Ball's  dragoons  volunteered  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's 
oamp,  but  before  they  had  got  far  from  the  fort  they  were  fired 
on  by  the  Indians  and  compelled  to  return. 

On  the  29th  the  siege  began  in  earnest,  all  communication 
with  the  other  posts  was  cut  off.  The  firing  was  kept  up  the 
whole  day.  The  enemy  had  progressed  so  far  in  the  construction 
of  their  batteries  during  the  night,  that  they  afforded  them  suffi- 
cient protection  to  work  by  daylight.  A  man  was  this  day  mor- 
tally wounded  as  he  was  standing  near  the  general. 

April  30.. ..the  besieged  kept  up  a  well  directed  fire  against  the 
enemies'  batteries,  which  considerably  impeded  their  progress. 
Boats  filled  with  men  were  seen  to  pass  to  the  fort  Meigs  side  of 
the  river.... this  induced  the  general  to  believe  that  their  motive 
was  to  draw  his  attention  to  their  batteries,  and  to  surprize  and 
storm  the  camp  in  the  rear.  Orders  were  therefore  given  for 
one-third  of  the  men  to  be  constantly  on  guard,  and  the  remaining 
two-thirds  to  sleep  with  their  muskets  in  their  arms,  and  to  be 
constantly  prepared  to  fly  to  their  post  at  a  moment's  warning. 
These  orders  were  strictly  obeyed,  and  every  duty  performed  with 
cheerfulness.  Notwithstanding  the  incessant  fire  of  the  enemy, 
the  men  were  obliged  to  go  to  the  river  for  water  every  night, 
the  well  not  being  finished.  Several  of  the  men  were  this  day 
wounded,  and  the  general  being  continually  exposed,  had  several 
narrow  escapes.  During  the  night  the  enemy  towed  up  a  gun- 
boat near  the  fort,  and  fired  at  point  blank  shot  Jor  some  time, 
but  without  effect.  They  retired  from  this  position  as  soon  as  it 
was  light  enough  for  our  gunners  to  discover  tiiem. 

The  grand  traverse  was  now  completed,  as  well  as  several 
small  ones  in  various  directions.     The  fire  from  the  garrison  com- 
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menced  with  eirccL  On  the  first  of  May  the  enemy  fired  256 
times  from  their  gun  batteries.  Their  24  pound  shot  passed  thro' 
the  pickets  without  cutting  them  down.  Our  gunners  silenced 
one  of  their  pieces  several  times.  They  did  not  fire  so  rapidly  as 
the  enemy,  but  with  a  better  aim.  Eight  of  the  Americans  were 
wounded  this  day ;  a  bullet  struck  the  seat  on  which  the  general 
\vas  sitting,  and  a  volunteer  was  at  the  same  time  wounded  as  he 
stood  directly  opposite  to  him. 

On  the  2d  of  May  both  parties  commenced  firing  very  early 
with  bombs  and  balls,  and  continued  it  very  briskly  all  day.  Our 
troops  had  1  killed  and  10  wounded,  besides  several  others  slightly 
touched  with  Iiidian  bullets.  The  enemy  this  day  fired  457  can- 
non shot. 

The  next  day  commenced  with  a  very  brisk  and  fierce  firing 
of  bombs  and  cannon  balls,  which  continued  at  intervals  all  day. 
They  opened  two  batteries  upon  the  fort,  which  they  had  establish- 
ed on  this  side  of  the  river,  within  250  yards  of  the  rear  right 
angle  of  the  camp,  one  of  which  was  a  bomb  battery.  An  In- 
dian who  had  ascended  n.  tree,  shot  one  of  our  men  through  the 
head,  and  sis  were  killed  by  the  enemy's  bombs.  They  fired 
five  hundred  and  sixteen  times  during  the  daj-,  and  forty-seven 
times  during  the  night. 

It  rained  very  hard  on  the  4th,  which  retarded  the  fire  of  the 
besiegers.  A  new  battery  was  discovered  erecting  on  this  side 
of  the  river,  in  the  same  direction  with  the  ethers,  and  traverses 
were  commenced  t«  guard  against  them.  Several  were  killed 
and  wounded. ...Lieut.  Gwynn  killed  a  Briitsh  officer  on  this  side 
the  river  with  a  rifle.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-three  shot  were 
fired  this  day. 

Gen.  Clay  was  now  at  fort  Winchester  with  1200  men,  on  his 
way  to  relieve  the  garrison. 

On  the  5th  the  enemy  kept  up  but  a  feeble  fire,  but  they  killed 
three  men  with  bombs.  An  officer  arrived  with  a  detachment  of 
Gen.  Clay's  men,  bringing  the  welcome  news  that  the  general 
was  but  a  few  miles  up  the  river,  descending  in  boats.  An  offi- 
cer was  sent  to  him  with  directions  for  him  to  land  one  half  oi" 
his  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  fore* 
ing  the  enemies'  batteries  and  spiiung  their  cannon.  Col.  Dudley, 
who  was  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  movement,  perform- 
ed it  in  fine  style  ;  but  his  men,  elated  with  their  success,  conti- 
nued to  pursue  the  retreating  enemy  till  they  were  finally  drawn 
into  an   ambush    and  overwhelmed    by  superior    numbers ;    the 

greater  part  of  this  detachment  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners 

Some  few  effected  their  escape  to  the  garrison.  About  forty  of 
these  unfortunate  men  were  tomahawked  by  the  Indians,  severai 
hours  after  their  surrender.  The  killed  on  the  field  of  battle  were 
horribly  mutilated.     Col.  Dudley  was  among  the  killed.      He  dis- 
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played,  in  his  last  moments,  the    most  heroic  firmness,  and  actu- 
ally killed  one  Indian  after  he  was  mortally  wounded. 

The  other  moiety  of  Gen.  Clay's  force,  if  not  less  prudent,  were 
more  fortunate.  When  they  landed,  a  little  above  the  fort,  they 
could  easily  have  reached  it  without  loss  ;  but  instead  of 
doing  this,  or  securing  their  sick  and  baggage,  they  marched  di- 
rectly  into  the  woods  in  pursuit  of  a  few  Indians  that  were  pur- 
posely leading  them  to  their  destruction.  Gen.  Harrison,  per- 
ceiving their  folly,  caused  Coi.  Ball  to  sally  out  with  the  cavalry 
and  protect  their  retreat  to  the  fort.  He  succeeded  in  bringing 
them  in  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  a  party  of  Indians  had 
tomahawked  their  sick,  left  in  the  boats,  and  plundered  their  bag- 
gage. 

While  Col,  Dudley's  party  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river,  several  brilliant  and  successful  charges 
were  made  on  the  right.  In  these  charges.  Col.  Miller,  Major 
Alexander,  and  Captains  Croghan,  Longham,  Bendford  and  Neve- 
ing,  were  conspicuous.  Our  troops  conducted  v^'ith  the  most  de- 
termined bravery  ;  all  the  enemy's  batteries  on  this  side  were  car- 
ried, and  many  prisoners  taken. 

From  the  6th  to  the  0th,  there  was  no  firing.      Flags  of  truce 
passed  and  repassed  between  the  two  armies.       An  exchange  of 
prisoners  took  place.     The  Kentucky  militia,  taken  at  Dudley's  de 
feat,  were  to  be  sent  to  Harrison,  in  order  to  return  home  by  that 
route. 

On  the  moring  of  the  9th  the  enemy  commenced  their  retreat 
down  the  river,  after  having  been  before  the  place  13  days,  during 
,vhich  time  he  had  fired  at  our  works  1800  shells  and  cannon 
balls,  besides  keeping  up  an  almost  continual  discharge  of  small 
irms.     The  American  loss  during  the  siege  in  the  fort  and  in  the 

diflferent  sorties  on  this  side,   was  72  killed  and  196  wounded 

The  loss  of  Col.  Dudley's  detachment,  was  about  200  killed  and 
r;:iissing.     That  of  the  enemy  was  about  equal. 

One  reason  why  our  men  did  not  sustain  a  greater  loss  in  the 
brt,  was  because  they  had  contrived  a  kind  of  bomb  proof  retreat 
all  along  the  ditch  immediately  behind  the  pickets.  By  this 
means  many  valuable  lives  were  saved. 

Vast  quantities  of  rain  fell  during  the  siege,  and  the  soil  within 
the  pickets  being  clayey,  the  constant  treading  of  tiie  men  and 
horses  caused  the  whole  area  of  the  fort  to  become  a  perfect  bed 
of  mortar,  half  leg  deep,  and  the  frequent  bursting  ot  shells 
caused  it  to  fly  in  every  direction,  covering  officers  and  men  with 
mud. 

The  army  not  being  sufficiently  strong  for  offensive  operations, 
it  became  necessary  to  wait  for  reinforcements,  and  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  vessels  of  war  building  at  Erie. 
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The  l:-'^d  quarters  of  Gen.  Harrison  wer§  transferred  to  Sene- 
ca tow:;  0:5  the  Sandusk)'.  Gen.  Clay  was  charged  with  the  de- 
fence of  f- r'  Meigs.  Generals  M'Arthur  and  Cass  were  actively 
-employed  in  recruiting  two  regiments  of  the  12  months  regu- 
lars in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

In  June  the  general  held  a  council  with  a  number  of  Indian 
chiefs,  who  had  hitherto  professed  neutral  sentiments,  to  \vh091 
he  made  three  propositions  :....To  take  up  arms  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States.. ..To  remove  within  our  settlements  and  remain 
neutral... .Or,  to  go  to  the  enem}'  and  seek  his  protection.  After 
a  short  consultation  among  themselves,  they  accepted  the 
?irst»  and  prepared  to  accompany  him  in  the  invasion  of  Ca- 
nada. 

The  hostile  Indians  continued  to  make  inroads  into  the  settle- 
ments and  committed  frequent  murders.  A  party  from  Maiden 
joasted  down  the  lake  as  far  as  Cold  Creek,  where  they  killed, 
scalped  and  made  prisoners,  one  man,  three  women  and  nine 
children. 

An  event  took  place,  however,  that  had  a  salutary  influence  in 
repressing  the  audacity  of  the  Indians.  As  Col.  Ball,  with  22  of 
his  squadron,  were  descending  the  Sandu?ky,  the  foremost  of  his 
party  were  fired  upon  from  a  thicket  by  a  band  of  18  Indians, 
who  had  placed  themselves  in  ambush  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
.he  mail  carrier.  Col.  Ball  instantly  charged  upon  them  and 
drove  them,  from  their  hiding  place.  The  ground  was  favourable 
for  cavalry,  and  the  Indians  finding  neither  mercy  nor  the  possi- 
bility of  escape,  gave  a  whoop,  and  fought  desperately  till  the 
whole  party  was  cut  to  pieces.  Col.  Ball  was  at  one  time  dis- 
mounted, opposed  in  personal  contest  to  an  Indian  of  gigantic 
stature  ;  it  was  a  desperate  and  doubtful  struggle,  life  was  at 
stake,  both  exerted  to  the  utmost.. ..an  officer  rode  up  and  rescu- 
■ed  the  colonel  by  shooting  the  Indian  through  the  head.  After 
this  terrible  example,  not  an  Indian  ventured  to  cross  the  San- 
dusky in  quest  of  plunder  and  blood. 

Gallant  defence  of  fort  Stephenson On  the  first  of  August 

Gen.  Proctor  made  his  appearance  before  fort  Stephenson,  20 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sandusky.  His  troops  con- 
sisted of  500  regulars  and  about  700  Indians  of  the  most  fero- 
cious kind.  There  were  but  133  effective  men  in  the  garrison, 
and  the  works  covered  one  acre  of  ground.  Maj.  George  Cro- 
ghan  commanded  the  place.  The  pickets  were  about  ten  feet 
high,  surrounded  by  a  ditch  with  a  block  house  at  each  angle  of 
the  fort,  one  of  which  contained  a  six  pounder.  This  was  the  ex- 
act state  of  the  post  at  the  time  the  enemy  appeared.  The  first 
movement  made  by  the  enemy,  was  to  make  such  a  disposition 
^f  '-■;  ^-r."^.  3.5  to  prevent   th^'    -i^"?-»  of  the   garrison,  if  thev 
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ohould  be  disposed  to  attempt  it.  He  then  sent  Col.  Eiliot  with  a 
ilag,  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  fort.  He  was  met  by  En- 
sign Shipp.  The  British  officer  observed  that  General  Proctor 
had  a  number  of  cannon,  a  large  body  of  regular  troops,  and  so 
many  Indians,  whom  it  was  impossible  to  controul,  and  if  the  fort 
was  taken,  as  it  must  be,  the  whole  of  the  garrison  would  be 
massacred.  Shipp  answered,  that  it  was  the  determination  of 
Major  Croghan,  his  officers  and  men,  to  defend  the  garrison  or 
be  buried  in  it,  and  that  they  might  do  their  best.  Col.  Elliot  ad- 
dressed Mr.  Shipp  again...."  You  are  a  fine  young  man,  I  pity 
your  situation,  for  God's  sake  surrender,  and  prevent  the  dreadfu' 
slaughter  which  must  follow  resistance."  Shipp  turned  from  bin: 
with  indignation,  and  was  immediately  taken  hold  of  by  an  In- 
dian, who  attempted  to  wrest  his  sword  from  him.  Major  Cro- 
ghan observing  what  passed,  called  to  Shipp  to  come  into  the 
fort,  which  was  instantly  obeyed,  and  the  tragedy  commenced, 
The  firing  began  from  the  gun  boats  in  the  rear,  and  v^^as  kept  uf 
during  the  night. 

At  an  early  hour  the  next  morning  three  6  pounders,  which 
had  been  planted  during  the  night,  within  250  yards  of  the  pick 
ets,  began  to  play  upon  the  fort,  but  with  little  effect.  About  4^ 
P.  M.  all  the  enemy's  guns  were  concentrated  against  the  north- 
western angle  of  the  fort,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  breach. 
To  counteract  the  effect  of  their  fire.  Major  Croghan  caused  that 
point  to  be  strengthened  by  means  of  bags  of  flour,  sand  and 
other  materials,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  picketing  sustained  lit- 
tle or  no  injury.  But  the  enemy,  supposing  that  »heir  fire  had 
sufficiently  shattered  the  pickets,  advanced,  to  the  number  of  500 
to  storm  the  place,  at  the  same  time  making  two  feints  on  diffj: 
ent  points. 

The  column  which  advanced  against  the  northwestern  anc-le^ 
was  so  completely  enveloped  in  smoke,  as  not  to  be  discovered 
until  it  had  approached  within  eighteen  or  twenty  paces  of  the 
lines,  but  the  men  being  all  at  their  posts,  and  ready  I'o  receive  it, 
commenced  so  heavy  and  gallant  a  fire  as  to  throw  the  column 
into  confusion  ;  but  being  quickly  rallied,  Lieut.  Col.  Short,  the 
leader  of  the  column  exclaimed,  «  come  on  my  brave  fellows, 
we  will  give  the  dam'd  yankee  rascals  no  quarters,"  and  immedi- 
ately leapt  into  the  ditch,  followed  by  his  troops;  as  scon  as  thc- 
ditch  was  entirely  filled  by  the  assailants.  Major  Croghan  ordered 
the  six  pounder,  which  had  been  masked  in  the  block  house,  to 
be  fired.  It  had  been  loaded  with  a  double  charge  of  musket 
balls  and  slugs.  This  piece  completely  raked  the  ditch  from  end 
to  end.  The  first  fire  levelled  the  one  half  in  death  ;  the  second 
or  third  either  killed  or  wounded  every  one  except  eleven,  who 
■vvere  covered  by  the  dead  bodies.     At  the  same  time,  the  fire  of 
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the  small  arms  was  so  incessant  and  destructive,  that  it  was  iii 
vain  the  British  officers  exerted  themselves  to  lead  on  the  balance 
of  the  column  ;  it  retired  in  disorder  under  a  shcwer  of  shot, 
and  sought  safety  in  an  adjoining  wood.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in 
killed  was  about  150,  besides  a  considerable  number  of  their  allies. 
The  Americans  had  but  one  killed  and  seven  slightly  wounded. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  enemy  retreated  down  the 
river,  after  having  abandoned  considerable  baggage. 

The  garrison  was  composed  of  regulars,  all  Kentuckians;  & 
finer  company  of  men  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  United  States, 
perhaps  not  in  the  world.  They  were  as  humane  as  courageous. 
This  is  proved  by  their  unceasing  attention  to  the  wounded  ene- 
my after  their  discomfiture  ;  during  the  night  they  kindly  received 
into  the  fort,  through  the  fatal  port  hole  of  the  block  house,  all 
those  who  were  able  to  crawl  to  it ;  to  those  unable  to  move, 
they  threw  canteens  filled  with  water.  They  even  parted  with 
their  clothes  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded. 

Gen.  Harrison  had  ordered  Maj.  Croghan  to  destroy  the  stores 

and  abandon  the  fort,  in  case  the  enemy  made  his  appearance 

He  found  it  expedient  to  disobey  this  order,  and  has  thereby  im- 
mortalized himself. 

"While  Proctor  and  Dixon  were  investing  fort  Stephenson,  Te- 
cumseh  with  a  band  of  2000  warriors  and  some  British  troops, 
approached  fort  Meigs.  They  hovered  round  the  place  for  seve- 
ral days  and  then  withdrew,  without  doing  any  material  injury  tc 
the  garrison. 

When  the  news  of  the  attack  on  fort  Stephenson  reached  Gov. 
Meigs,  he  made  a  spirited  call  to  the  patriotism  of  Ohio.  Such 
was  its  effect,  that  15,000  men  were  immediately  in  motion  to 
rep°l  the  invadrrs.       Fortunately  their   services  were    not  re- 
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Volume  I Number  4. 


CHAPTER  Xiy> 

Preparations  for  the  invasion  of  Canada.,. .Capture  of  Maiden..,^ 
Pursuit  and  capture  of  the  British  army.... Return  of  the  ar- 
my to  Detroit  J  and  embarkation  for  Buffalo. 

The  tide  of  victory^  at  this  period,  began  to  set  with  a  strong 
current  in  favor  of  the  American  arms.  On  the  10th  of  Septera= 
ber,  com.  Perry  captured  the  whole  British  force  on  lake  Erie. 
This  victory  removed  the  principal  barrier  to  the  conquest  of  Mai- 
den and  the  recovery  of  Detroit;  of  which  we  shall  give  a  more 
detailed  account  hereafter. 

At  this  time  gen.  Harrison  began  to  concentrate  his  forces  at 
the  mouth  of  Portage  river.  The  greatest  activity  was  visible  in 
camp,  in  preparing  for  the  descent  on  Canada.  Boats  were  col- 
lected— beef  jerked — the  superfluous  baggage  secured  in  block 
houses  and  a  substantial  log  fence  two  miles  long,  extending 
from  Portage  river  to  Sandusky  bay,  was  built  to  secure  the  hors- 
es during  the  operations  of  the  army. 

On  the  17th  gov.  Shelby  with  4000  volunteers,  arrived  at 
head  quarters.  This  formidable  corps  were  all  mounted  ;  but  it 
was  deemed  best  for  them  to  act  as  infantry,  and  leave  their  hors- 
es on  the  peninsula.  On  the  20th  gen.  M'Arthur's  brigade,  from 
fort  Meigs,  joined  the  main  body,  after  a  very  fatiguing  march 
of  three  days  down  the  lake  coast. 

Col.  Johnson's  mounted  regiment  remained  at  fort  Meigs,  but 
had  orders  to  approach  Detroit  by  land  and  to  advance  pari  pas- 
su with  the  commander  in  chief,  who  was  to  move  in  boats  thrd' 
the  islands  to  Maiden,  and  of  whose  progress,  the  colonel  was  to 
be  daily  informed  by  a  special  express. 

The  British  prisoners,  taken  in  the  nav'al  action  of  the  10th_, 
were  sent  to  Chilicothe,  guarded  b}'  a  part  of  col.  Hill's  regiment 
of  Pennsylvania   detached  militia.      The   d'Ferppt  p©sts  «n  thr? 

Y. 
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American  sjde  of  the  lake,  were  left  in  charge  of  the  Ohio  mili- 
tia. Fort  Meigs,  which  till  nov  had  covered  eight  acres  of  land, 
was  reduced  in  its  dimensions  to  one  acre.  About  500  Kentuck- 
ians  were  to  remain  at  Portage  to   guard  the   horses*  and  stores; 

Every  thing  being  now  ready,  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
commenced  at  the  dawn  of  day,  on  the  21st.  For  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  boats,  not  more  than  one  third  of  the  army 
could  embark  at  once. 

There  is  a  range  of  islands  extending  from  the  head  of  the 
peninsula,  to  Maiden.  These  islands  render  the  navigation  safe, 
and  afford  the  army  convenient  depots  for  baggage  and  stores., 
as  well  as  halting  places. 

Put-in  bay  island,  sixteen  miles  from  Portage,  was  selected  by 
the  general  as  the  first  point  of  rendezvous.. ..the  first  stage  in  his 
passage  across  the  lake.  The  weather  was  favorable.  As  soon 
as  the  first  division  of  boats  reached  the  island,  men  were  immedi- 
ately detached  to  take  back  the  boats  for  a  fresh  load.  Such  was 
the  ea/;crness  of  the  men  to  accelerate  the  embarkation  of  the 
whole  a^my,  that  they,  in  most  cases,  anticipated  this  regulation 
by  V  ilunteering  their  services  to  return  with  boats.  Every  one 
courted  fatigue. 

The  fleet  of  commodore  Perry,  was  busily  engaged  in  trans 
porting  the  baggage  of  the  army.  In  the  course  of  the  22d  the 
whole  army  had  gained  the  island,  and  encamped  on  the  margin 
of  the  b.iy,  which  forms  nearly  a  semi-circle. 

The  Lawrence,  and  the  six  prize  ships,  captured  from  the  ene 
my,  were  at  anchor  in  the  centre  of  the  bay,  and  in  full  view. 
With  what  ineffable  delight  did  the  troops  contemplate  this  inter- 
esting- spectacle  !  Their  curiosity  was  amply  indulged  ;  every  one 
was  permitted  to  go  on  board  the  prizes  to  view  the  effects  of  the 
battle.  The  men  were  highly  pleased  with  this  indulgence  oi 
the  general  and  the  commodore.  The  scene  was  calculated  tc 
inflame  their  military  ardor,  which  was  visible  in  every  counte 
nance. 

The  army  was  detained  at  Put  in-bay  during  the  23d  and  24th 
by  unfavorable  winds. 

On  the  25th  the  army  again  embarked,  partly  in  boats  and 
partly  on  boaui  the  fleet,  to  take  a  nearer  position  to  the  Canadian 
shore.  The  fl'^-iilla  arrived  a  little  before  sunset  at  a  small  island 
called  the  Eastern  Sister,  eighteen  miles  from  Maiden,  and  seven 
from  the  coast.  This  island  does  not  contain  more  that  3  acres,, 
and  the  men  had  scarcely  room  to  sit  down. 

On  the  26th,  the  wind  blowing  fresh,  it  became  necessary  to 
haul  up  the  boats  to  prevent  their  staving.  The  general  and 
commodore,  in  the  Ariel,  made  a  reconnoisance  of  the  enemy's 

•  The  num'.Jtr  of  liorses  lePi  on  tlie  PeJiiinula,  dm  iiig  the  absence  ofthe  aimv  'srf  Canada,  was  up 
-ards  of  five  lUo'usand  ;  lor  tlie  most  part,  of  the  first  size  and  c  ondition. 
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vJ/Oa&t,  and  approached  within  a  short  distance  of  Maiden.  Capt. 
Johnny  was  despatched  to  apprize  Col.  Johnson  of  the  progress  of 
our  army.  Gen.  Cass,  Col.  Ball  and  Capt.  M'Clelland  were  busy 
in  arranging  and  numbering  the  boats.  At  sunset  the  lake  had 
risen  several  feet  ;  indeed,  such  was  the  violence  of  the  surf, 
that  many  entertained  serious  fears  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
island  would  be  innundated  before -morning.  However,  the  wind 
subsided  at  12  o'clock,  and  relieved  their  apprehensions. 

Capture  of  Maiden On  the  27tb,  at  9  in  the  morning,    the 

army  made  its  final  embarkation. 

They  landed,  in  perfect  order  of  battle,  at  4  P.  M.  three  miles 
below  Maiden.  The  Kentucky  volunteers  formed  the  right  wing. 
Ball's  legion  and  the  friendly  Indians  the  centre,  and  the  regulars 
on  the  left.  The  troops  were  almost  instantly  in  line,  and  shortly 
commenced  their  march,  en  echelons,  for  Maiden.  The  troops 
bad  been  drilled  to  marching  in  and  out  of  boats,  and  to  forming 
on  the  beach.  Every  man  knew  his  place,  and  so  well  were  they 
masters  of  this  very  necessary  piece  of  service,  that  a  company 
-would  march  into  a  boat,  debark  and  form  on  the  beach  in  less 
than  one  minute,  and  that  too  without  the  least  confusion. 

As  they  approached  Maiden,  instead  of  the  led  coats,  and  the 
war  whoop  of  the  Indians,  a  group  of  well-dressed  ladies  advanc- 
ed to  meet  them,  and  to  implore  mercy  and  protection.  They 
were  met  by  Gov.  Shelby,  who  soon  quieted  their  fears  by  assur- 
ing them  that  the  army  came  not  to  make  war  on  women  and 
children,  but  to  protect  them. 

The  army  entered  Maiden  by  several  parallel  streets.  The  ru- 
ins of  the  fort  and  naval  buildings,  which  the  enemy  had  evacu- 
ated and  burnt,  were  still  smoking.  All  the  loyal  inhabitants  fol- 
lowed the  British  army  in  its  retreat.  The  fortifications  at  Mai- 
den must  have  cost  the  British  government  a  vast  sum.  The  fort 
was  surrounded  by  a  deep  ditch  and  two  rows  of  heavy  pickets ; 
Hhe  walls  were  high  and  the  adjacent  country  very  level. 
What  cannon  and  small  arms  the  enemy  had  been  unable  to  car- 
ry away  were  sunk  in  the  river. 

Opposite  the  place  lies  the  island  of  Bois  Blanc,  on  the  lower 
end  of  which  was  a  heavy  battery,  which  defended  the  entrance 
to  the  harbour.  The  enemy  in  their  haste  had  left  an  18  pounder 
on  this  battery. 

Perhaps  there  is  not  a  place  in  America  that  possesses  so  great 
convenience  for  ship  building  as  Maiden.  The  descent  of  the 
shore  is  in  proper  angle  for  launching  ;  besides,  the  water  is  deep, 
and  the  timber  can  be  floated  to  the  spot  in  any  quantity,  and  at 
a  short  distance,  except  pine,  which  is  found  on  the  Thames,  on 
the  St.   Clair  river^  and   on  the  shores  of  the  lakes.       They  had 
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coUeeted  a  considerable  quanty  of  timber,  which  thcy  attempieft 
to  burn,  but  without  success. 

The  country  is  settled  to  the  distance  of  20  miles  below  Maldeii. 
Thret  miles  above  the  fort  is  an  Indian  village,  which  had  been 
abandoned  so  suddenly  that  many  essential  articles  of  Indian  fur- 
niture, sucii  as  brass  kettles,  were  left  in  the  houses. 

Ill  the  evening  aftf  r  the  arrival  of  the  arioy  at  Maiden,  Coir 
Bail  dispatcht  d  an  officer  and  twent}  men  to  prevent  the  cner 
my's  drstroying  the  bridge  across  the  Aux  Canards.  The  enemy 
were  found  on  the  bridge  having  just  set  fire  to  it  :  Our  party 
fired  on  them — they  dispersed,  and  the  bridge  was  saved. 

On  the  28th  the  army  passed  the  Aux  Canards,  and  encamped 
two  miles  beyond  the  river,  in  a  neat  French  settlement.  A  small 
party  of  British  horse  showed  themselves  at  the  bridge  and  thee 
retired. 

The  next  day  the  army  reached  Sandwich  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 
At  the  same  time  the  fleet  came  up  the  river  to  Detroit.  The 
general  made  dispositions  for  passing  the  river.  Gov.  Shelby's 
corps  remained  at  Sandwich,  while  Col.  Ball's  legion  and  the  bri- 
gades of  Generals  A5'Arthur  and  Cass  passed  over  to  Detroit. 

The  Indiai)s  appeared  in  groupes,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  be- 
low Detroit ;  a  few  shots  from  the  gun  bo^ts  caused  them  to  die- 
perse. 

The  Indians  did  not  leave  Detroit  till  the  boats  containing  the 
troops  were  half  way  across  the  river.  Just  before  the  army  landed 
on  the  American  side,  the  inhabitants  hoisted  the  U.  S.  flag,  amidst 
the  acclamations  of  thousands.  They  were  received  by  the  in- 
habitants with  demonstrations  of  unfeigned  joy.  They  had  suf- 
fered all  that  civilized  and  savage  tyranny  could  inflict,  save 
death  The  Indians  had  lived  at  free  quarters  for  several  months. 
It  v^-as  natural  for  them  to  hail  the  American  army  as  their  deli 
Verers. 

The  eae.my  had  set  fire  to  the  fort,  but  the  walls  and  picketing 
remained  entire.  The  public  store,  a  long  brick  building  near  the 
wharf,  was  injured  only  in  the  roof,  which  our  men  soon  repaired. 
In  the  course  of  the  night  there  was  an  alarm  in  camp...the  fires 
■were  extinguished,  a. id  the  men  ordered  to  lie  on  their  arms. 

On  the  30th  Col.  Johnson's  regiment  arrived  from  fort  Meigs, 

and  immediately  commenced  the  passage  of  the  river  in  boats 

Gen.  M'Arthur,  with  the  mass  of  the  regular  troops,  was  charged 
with  the  defence  of  Detroit.  It  was  the  general  opinion  of  the 
inhabitants,  that  there  were  1000  Indian  warriors,  under  Marpot 
and  Split-log,  lurking  in  the  woods  between  the  rivers  Rouge  and 
Huron  of  Lake  St.  Clair.  The  friendly  Indians  had  taken  seve- 
ral prisoners  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Detroit. 

Pursuit  and  capture  of  the  British  army On  the  2d  of  Oc- 
tober every  arrangement  was  completed  for  pursuing  the  retreat: 
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:(jg  British  army  up  the  Thames.  The  force  selected  for  this  ser- 
vice were  the  mounted  reojiment  of  Col.  Johnson,  three  con.pa- 
iiies  of  Coh  Ball's  legion,  and  the  principal  part  of  Gov.  Shelby's 
volunteers. 

From  Sandwich  to  the  Moravian  Towfis  is  84  mil^-s.  The 
roads,  for  the  most  part,  being  good,  and  the  country  perfectly 
level,  the  advance  of  the  troops  was  so  rapid  that  they  reached 
the  river  Riscum,  which  is  about  25  miles  from  Sandwich,  in  the 
evening  of  the  same  day.  The  enemy  had  neglected  to  destroj' 
the  bridge. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  geneia!  proceeded  with 
Johnson's  regiment,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  bridges  over 
the  diiferent  streams  that  fall  into  lake  St.  Clair  and  the  Thames. 
These  streams  are  deep  and  muddy,  and  are  unfordable  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  into  the  country.  A  lieutenant  of  dragoons 
and  30  privates,  who  had  been  sent  back  by  Gen.  Proctor,  to  de- 
stroy the  bridges,  were  made  prisoners  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames;  from  them  the  general  learnt  that  the  enemy  had  no 
certain  information  of  their  advance. 

The  baggage  of  the  army  was  brought  from  Detroit  in  boats, 
protected  by  a  part  of  Commodore  Perry's  squadron.  In  the  eve- 
ning the  army  arrived  at  Drake's  farm,  eight  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  encamped.  This  river  is  a  fine,  deep 
stream,  navigable  for  vessels  of  considerable  burthen,  after  the 
passage  of  the  bar  at  its  mouth,  over  which  there  is  generally  7 
feet  v%^ater.  The  gun  boats  could  ascend  as  far  as  Dalson's,  be- 
low which  the  country  is  one  continued  prarie,  and  at  once  favor- 
able for  cavalry  movements,  and  for  the  cooperation  of  the  gun- 
boats. Above  Dalson's  the  aspect  of  the  country  changes ;  the 
river,  though  still  deep,  is  not  more  than  70  yards  wide,  and  its 
banks  high  and  wood}'. 

At  Chatham,4  miles  from  Dalson's,and  16  from  lake  St.  Clair,is 
a  small  deep  creek,  where  the  army  found  the  bridge  taken  up,  and 
the  enemy  disposed  to  dispute  their  passage,  and  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  advanced  guard,  commenced  a  heavy  fire  from  the  oppo- 
site bank,  as  well  as  a  flank  fire  from  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 
The  army  halted  and  formed  in  order  of  battle.  The  bridge  wag 
repaired  under  the  cover  of  a  fire  from  two  6  pounders.  The  In= 
dians  did  not  relish  the  fire  of  our  cannon,  and  retired.  Colonel 
Johnson,  being  on  the  right,  had  seized  the  remains  of  a  bridge 
at  M'Gregor's  mills,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Indians.  He 
lost  on  this  occasion  two  killed  and  four  wounded.  The  enemy 
set  fire  to  a  house  near  the  bridge,  containing  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  muskets  ;  the  flames  were  extinguished  and  the  arms  saved. 
At  the  first  farm  above  the  bridge  they  found  one  of  the  enemy's 
vessels  on  fire,  loaded  with  arms  and  ordnance  stores.  Four  mile? 
higher  up,  the  army  took  a  position  for  the  night.  Here  they  found 
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two  other  vessels,  and  a  large  distillery  filled  with  ordnance  and 
stores  to  an  immense  amount,  in  flames.  Two  24  pounders,  with 
♦heir  carriages,  were  taken,  and  a  large  quantity  of  balls  and 
shells  of  various  sizes. 

The  army  was  put  in  mdion  early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th. 
The  general  accompanied  Col.  Johnson,  and  Gov.  Shelby  followed 
with  the  infantry.  This  morning  the  army  captured  two  gun- 
boats and  several  batteuax  loaded  with  provisions  and  ammuni- 
tion. At  9  they  had  reached  Arnold's  mills,  where  there  was  a 
fording  place,  and  tiie  only  one  for  a  considerable  distance.  Here 
the  army  crossed  to  the  right  bank,the  mounted  regiment  fording, 
and  the  infantry  in  the  captured  boats.  The  passage,  though  re- 
tarded for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  boats,  was  completed 
by  12  o'clock. 

Eight  miles  above  the  ford,  they  passed  the  ground  where  the 
British  force  had  encamped  the  night  before.  The  general  di- 
rected the  advance  of  Col.  Johnson's  regiment  to  accelerate  their 
march,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  distance  of  the  enemy. 
The  officer  commanding  it,  shortly  after  sent  word  back  that  his 
progress  was  stopped  by  the  enemy,  who  were  formed  across 
our  line  of  march. 

The  army  was  now  within  three  miles  of  the  Moravian  town, 
and  within  one  mile  of  the  enemy.  The  road  passes  through  a 
beech  forest  without  any  clearing,  and  for  the  first  two  miles,  near 
to  the  bank  of  the  river.  At  the  distance  of  50  rods  from  the 
river,  is  a  swamp  running  parallel  to  it,  and  extending  all  the  way 
to  the  Indian  village.  The  intermediate  ground  is  dry,  the  sur- 
face level,  the  trees  lofty  and  thick,  with  very  little  underwood 
io  impede  the  progress  of  man  or  horse,  if  we  except  that  part 
which  borders  on  the  swamp. 

Across  this  narrow  strip  of  land,  the  British  force  was  drawn 
up  in  a  line  of  battle,  to  prevent  the  advance  of  our  army.  Their 
left,  resting  on  the  river,  was  defended  by  four  pieces  of  cannon; 
near  the  centre  were  two  other  pieces.  Near  the  swamp,  the 
British  line  was  covered  by  a  large  Indian  force,  who  also  lined 
the  raargin  of  the  swamp  to  a  considerable  distance.  The  Bri- 
tish troops  amounted  to  600  ;  the  Indians  probably  to  1200. 

As  it  was  not  practicable  to  turn  the  enemy  in  flank,  it  became 
necessary  to  attack  them  in  front.  Gen.  Harrison  did  not  long 
hesitate  in  his  choice  of  tlie  mode  of  attack.  It  was  as  novel  as 
it  was  successful. 

The  troops  at  his  disposal  might  amount  to  3000  men;  yet, 
from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  ground,  one  half  of  this  force 
could  not  advantageously  engage  the  enemy. 

About  150  regulars,  under  Col.  Ball,  occupied  the  narrow 
space  between  the  road  and  river;  they  were  ordered  to  advance 
and  amuse  the  enemy ;  and  if  an  opportunity  offered,  to  seize  hi; 
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cannon.  A  small  party  of  friendly  Indians  were  directed  to  move 
under  the  bank.  Col.  Johnson's  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  close 
column,  with  its  ri^ht  a  few  yards  distant  from  the  road,  with  or- 
ders to  charge  at  full  speed  as  soon  as  the  enemy  delivered  his 
fire.  The  Kentucky  volunteers,  under  Major  Gen.  Henny,  were 
formed  in  the  rear  of  the  mounted  regiment,  in  three  lines  ex- 
tending from  the  road  to  the  swamp.  Gen.  Desha's  division  co- 
vered the  left  of  Johnson's  regiment.       Gov.  Shelby  was  at  the 

crotchet,  formed  by  the  front  line  and  Gen.  Desha's  division 

This  was  an  important  point.  Gen.  Cass  and  Commodore  Perry, 
volunteered  as  aids  to  Gen.  Harrison,  who  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  front  line  of  infantry,  to  direct  the  movements  of  the 
cavalry,  and  to  give  them  the  necessary  support.  Such  was  the 
order  of  battle. 

The  army  moved  in  this  order  till  the  mounted  men  received 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  at  the  distance  of  200  yards.  The  charge 
was  beat,  and  in  an  instant  ICOO  horse  were  in  motion  at  full 
speed  ;  the  right,  led  on  by  Col.  Johnson,  broke  through  the  British 
lines  and  formed  in  their  rear.  The  enemy's  pieces  were  not 
loaded  ;  their  bayonets  were  not  fixed,  and  they  surrendered  a* 
discretion.  The  whole  was  the  work  of  a  minute.  In  breaking 
through  their  ranks,  our  men  killed  12  and  wounded  37  of  the 
British  regulars.  Tlie  shock  was  unexpected.  They  were  no': 
prepared  to  resist  it ;  some  were  trampled  under  the  feet  of  our 
horses;  others  were  cut  down  by  the  soldiers;  very  few  were 
shot,  for  the  fire  was  not  general.  Had  the  enemy  shown  the 
least  symptoms  of  resistance,  after  their  lines  were  broken  through;, 
the  greater  part  would  have  been  destroyed ;  but  they  were 
passive.  Never  was  terror  more  strongly  depicted  on  the  coun- 
tenances of  men.  Even  the  officers  were  seen  with  uplifted 
hands,  exclaiming"  quarters!"  There  is  no  doubt  that  they  ex- 
pected to  be  massacred,  believing  that  the  Kentuckians  would  re 
taliate  the  bloody  scenes  of  Raisin  and  Miami ;  but  nothing  was 
farther  from  their  intentions. 

On  the  left  the  contest  was  more  serious;  Col.  Johnson,  who 
commanded  on  that  flank  of  his  regiment,  received  a  terrible  tire 
from  the  Indians,  which  wa?  kept  up  for  some  time.  The  colo- 
nel most  gallantly  led  the  head  of  his  column  into  the  hottest  of 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  was  personally  opposed  to  Tecumseh.  At 
this  point  a  condensed  majs  of  savages  had  collected.  Yet,  re- 
gardless of  danger,  he  rushed  into  the  midst  of  them;  so  thick 
were  the  Indians,  at  this  moment,  that  several  might  have  reach 
ed  him  with  their  rifles.  He  rode  a  white  iiorse,  and  was  knowR 
to  be  an  officer  of  rank ;  a  shower  of  balls  was  discharged  at  him, 
some  of  which  took  effect.       His  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and 

his  clothes,  his  saddle,  and  his  person  was  pierced  with  bullets 

At  the  moment  his  horse  fell,  Tecumseh  rushed  towards  him  with 
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an  uplifted  tomahawk,  to  give  the  fatal  stroke  ;  but  his  presence 
of  mind  did  not  forsake  him  in  this  perilous  predicament ;  he 
drew  a  pistol  from  his  holster,  and  laid  his  daring  opponent  dead 
at  his  feet.  He  was  unable  to  do  more,  the  loss  of  blood  deprived 
him  of  strength  to  st'-ind.  Fortunately,  at  the  moment  of  Te- 
cumseh's  fall,  the  enemy  gave  way,  which  secured  him  from  the 
reach  of  their  tomahawks.  He  received  five  shots. ...three  in  the 
right  thigh,  and  two  in  the  left  arm.  Six  Americans  and  twenty- 
two  Indians  fell  within  20  yards  of  the  spot  where  Tecumseh 
was  killed,  and  the  trains  of  blood  almost  covered  the  ground. 

The  Indians  continued  a  brii^^k  fire  from  the  margin  of  the 
swamp,  which  made  some  impression  on  a  line  of  Kentucky  vo- 
lunteers; but  Gov.  Shelby  brought  up  a  regiment  to  its  support, 
and  iheir  fire  soon  became  too  vvaim  for  the  enemy.  A  part  of 
Col.  Johnson's  men  having  gained  the  rear  of  a  part  of  the  Indian 
line,  the  rout  became  general.  A  small  patty  of  Indians  attempt- 
ed to  gain  the  village  by  running  up  the  narrow  strip  of  dry  land, 
but  they  were  soon  overtaken  and  cut  down.  The  Indians  fought 
bravely,  and  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 
The  death  of  Tecumseh  was  to  them  an  irreparable  loss.* 

The  American  army  had  15  killed  and  30  wounded.  Amonpj 
the  slain  was  Col.  Whitley,  of  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  a  man 
70  years  of  age,  and  a  soldier  of  the  revolution.  He  was  in 
tasy  ciicumstances  at  heme,  and  possessed  an  excellent  character. 

»  The  oeliliratttl  aboriginal  wanior.  Tecumseh,  was  in  tlie  44th  year  of  his  ape.  when  he  ft-II  at 
the  baulf  i.'ihf  1  hamts.  He  was  of  the  Shawamioc  irihi  live  ftet  ttii  inches  liigh.  well  lormed  for 
acii>ity  ami  the  enduraneeof  fatigue,  which  he  was  capable  o;  iustainiug  in  a  »ery  extraordinary 
di  gree  His  carriage  was  erect  and  lolly— his  motions  quick— his  eyes  penetrai  ing— his  visage  stern 
with  KM  air  of  hauttur  hiliis  countenance  «liicli  aroselrom  an  elevated  pride  ol  soul— it  did  not  leave 
him  even  in  death.  His  tloquence  was  nervous  concise  impressive  figurative  and  sai-castie.  being 
i>fa  laciiuni  habitof  speech,  his  words  were  few  but  always  to  the  purpose.  His  dresswas  plain- 
he  was  never  ki.own  to  indulge  in  gaudy  decoration  o^  his  person  winch  is  the  general  practice  of  the 
XmiiMns.  He  wore  on  the  day  of  his  death  a  dressed  deerskin  coat  and  pantaloons.  It  is  said  h& 
tould  read  aid  ^^  rite  correctly  :  ot  this  however  it  is  doubiful,  as  he  was  the  irreconcilable  enemy  to 
ilvilizauon  of  course  would  not  be  ajit  to  relish  the  fine  arts.  He  was  in  everj-  respect  a  savage,  tlie 
greatest  p.  rliaj.s  since  the  d.iys 'f  Pontaic  Mis  ruling  maxim  in  war.  was  to  take  no  prisoners, 
.iiid  he  siriciiy  adhered  to  the  sanguiiiar)' purposes  ol  his  soul — he  neither  gave  nor  accepted  quar- 
ters. \ti  paradoxical  as  it  ma^  seem,  to  ihe  prisoners  made  by  the  other  tribes,  he  was  attentive 
und  humane  N'a\ ,  in  one  instance  he  is  said  to  have  lurit  d  his  tomahawk  in  the  heatl  of  a  Chii)pe- 
way  chiel.  whom  he  found  actively  eng-aged  in  massacrcing  some  ol  Dudley's  men  alter  thej  had 
been  made  pvi'on.  rs  by  the  Briiisli  and  Indians.  It  had  long  been  a  favorite  project  of  Ibis  aspiring 
ehiei  to  unite  tlie  iiorltiein  western  and  southern  Indians  for  the  purpose  oi  regaining  thtir  cotiniry 
as  far  as  ihe  Ohio  Whether  this  grand  idea  originated  in  his  own,  or  his  bri>ihcr"s  mind,  or  was 
suggested  bv  ihr  Briii-.h,  is  not  known  -but  tliis  much  is  certain,  he  cherished  the  plan  wiih  enthu- 
siasm p.ril  aVtc;al!y  visited  the  Creek  Indians  to  prevail  on  them  to  join  in  the  undertaking.  He 
wasalwavs  opposed  to  the  sale  of  tlie  ladia.  lands.— In  a  council  at  Vincennes,  in  1810,  he  was  found 
equal  to  tht  iiisklicius  arts  ola  d'plomaiist  In  oneof  his  speeches  he  pronounced  general  Harrison 
a  lias .  i  e  las  been  in  almost  every  battle  with  the  Americans  from  the  time  of  Harraer's  defeat  to 
that  of  theTham' s.  He  has  been  several  times  woundid,  and  always  sought  the  hottest  of  the  fire. 
A  lew  niiitutes  before  he  received  the  fatal  fire  of  col  John>nii,  he  had  received  a  musket  ball  in  his 
left  arm.  yet  his  effmis  lo  conquer  ceased  only  with  life.  Vr'.'ien  a  youth,  and  bet<>re  tht-  treaty  of 
Oreenvilie  he  h  d  so  often  signalized  himself  that  he  was  leputcJ  one  of  the  boldest  of  the  Indian 
warriors  In  li>e  fust  settlement  T  Kentucky.  lie  was  peculiarly  active  in  seizing  boats  going  down 
the  Ohio,  lulling  the  passengers  and  carrying  off  th«  ir  property.  He  made  fretjuent  incursions  intt> 
ilenli.iUy.  viheie  he  would  Ul^ariably  murder  some  o!' the  settlers  and  escape  with  several  horses  la- 
den with  pluidcr.  He  always  eluded  pursuit,  and  when  too  closely  pressed,  would  retire  to  the  Wa- 
bash His  ruling  passiiinseenis  to  have  been  glory— he  was  careless  of  wealth  and  although  his 
plunderiiigs  and  suSsidies  must  have  amounted  toa  great  sum,  he  preserved  litile  for  himsell'  After 
Sis  fall  on  the  ith  of  October  his  person  was  viewed  with  great  interest  by  the  ofKcers  and  soldiers 
ofHanisoies  svmy  It  was  some  time  before  the  idt  iitity  ul  his  person  was  sufRiiently  recognized 
to  renuive  all  d,  ulit  as  t'>  the  certainty  of  liis  death  there  was  a  kind  of  ferocious  pleasure,  if  the 
exprfssiun  may  be  allow^:),  in  contemplating  the  contour  of  his  features,  which  was  majestic  eren  in. 
•leath  .Mi.i.e  HI  the  Keiitiickians  disgraced  '.I  eros?- vfs  bv  eoPiBii*.;irg  indignities  oa  hi»  d«8d  tmdy. 
ffe  wajsca'i' •'. :"'|J  •!  ■I'-r-.vJse  disfigi:ie('.. 
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Among  the  trophies  of  the  day,  were  six  brass  field  pieces  that 
had  been  surrendered  by  Hull,  on  two  of  which  was  this  motto: 
"  Surrendered  by  Burgoyne  at  Saratoga  /" 

The  day  after  the  battle,  a  part  of  the  arrwy  took  possession  of 
the  Moravian  town,  where  they  found  most  kinds  of  vegetables 
in  abundance  ;  these  were  acceptable  to  men  who  had  for  seve- 
ral days  subsisted  on  fresh  beef,  without  bread  or  salt. 

The  town  was  found  deserted,  and  so  panic  struck  were  some 
of  the  women  in  their  flight,  that  they  are  said  to  have  thrown 
their  children  into  the  Thames,  to  prevent  their  being  butchered 
by  the  Americans ! 

This  village  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Thames,  about 
40  miles  from  its  entrance  into  lake  St.  Clair.  The  town  was 
built  by  emigrants  from  Vluskingum,  and  contained  at  the  time  of 
the  battle  nearly  100  bouses,  mostlv  well  built.  The  Rev.  John 
Scoll,  from  Bethlehem,  (Pa.)  was  established  here  as  a  missionary. 
Here  is  a  school  house  and  a  chapel,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants 
speak  English.  Their  gardens  were  luxurious  and  cultivated  with 
taste. 

The  Indians  who  inhabited  this  town  had  been  among  the  fore- 
most in  massacreing  the  Americans  at  the  river  Raisin ;  and  the 
town,  if  spared,  would  afford  a  convenient  shelter  for  the  British 
allies  during  the  winter,  from  which  they  could  easily  pass  mto 
the  Michigan  territory  to  rob  and  murder  the  inhabitants.  For 
these  reasons  the  town  was  destroyed  by  the  troops  previous  to 
their  leaving  it. 

Gen.  Proctor  abandoned  his  army  at  the  very  moment  John- 
son's regiment  beat  the  charge.  About  40  dragoons  accompanied 
him  as  a  guard.  In  24  hours  he  was  65  miles  from  the  Moravian 
town.  A  few  of  the  mounted  men  pursued  him,  and  at  one  time 
were  within  100  yards  of  him  ;  but  they  were  too  weak  to  at- 
tack his  guard.     His  carriage  and  papers  were  taken. 

Three  waggons,  loaded  with  specie,  escaped,  but  might  have 
been  overtaken  if  proper  means  had  been  u?ed  to  pursue  the  fu- 
gitives. A  depot  of  300  barrels  of  flour  was  within  a  day's 
march  of  the  Moravian  town. 

Return  of  the  army The  army  returned  to  Detroit.       Capt. 

Elliot,  of  the  Niagara,  volunteered  his  services  to  command  a  na- 
val expedition  against  Michillimackinac  and  fort  St.  Joseph  ;  but 
the  weather  proving  unfavourable  for  a  number  of  days,  the  sea- 
son became  too  far  advanced  to  risk  the  squadron  on  lake  Huron^ 
till  spring. 

While  Gen.  Harrison  was  pursuing  Proctor  up  the  Thames,  the 
Ottawas,  Chippewas,  Pottowattomies,  Miamies  and  Kikapoof^, 
proposed  to  Gen.  M'Arthur,  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  agreed 
to   "  take  hold  of  the  same  tomahawk  with  the  Americans,  anc^ 
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to  Strike  all  who  were  or  might  be  ei-emie?  of  the  United  States, 
\v!i.  Jher  Briti.-h  or  Indians."  They  brought  in  their  women  aud 
children  and  offered  them  as  hostages  fur  their  good  behavior. 

Lieut.  Le  Breton  arrived  at  Detroit  on  the  15th,  bearing  a  flag 
and  a  letter  from  Gen.  Proctor  to  Gen.  Harrison.  This  letter  re- 
quested humane  treatment  to  the  prisoners,  and  a  restoration  of 
certain  property  and  papers  taken  on  the  5th.  As  the  letter  was 
addressed  to  "  the  general  at  Moravian  towns,"  he  t^aw  no  rea- 
son for  Le  Breton's  journey  to  Detroit,  and  ordered  him  to  join 
Gen.  Proctor  by  the  way  of  Buffalo  and  fort  George. 

After  the  return  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  Detroit,  Walk- 
in  the- Water,  who  had  been  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  came 
in  to  implore  peace.  When  he  crossed  from  Sandwich,  the  white 
flag  which  he  bore  in  his  hand  had  attracted  a  great  crowd  to 
the  wharf,  who  were  all  anxious  to  get  a  near  view  of  the 
distinguished  chief,  and  were  struck  with  admiration  at  the  firm- 
ness and  apparent  nonchalance  with  which  he  ascended  the  bank 
and  passed  through  the  ranks  of  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  whom 
lit-  iiad  so  gallantly  opposed  in  battle  but  a  ft  w  days  before.  More 
re^>l  dignity  of  carriage,  or  a  more  striking  fiTmness  of  counte- 
imiGe  has  seldom  been  seen.  Yet  his  situation  was  calculated  to 
depress  his  spirits  and  produce  humility.  His  town  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Americans;  the  British  had  all  been  taken,  and  the 
Indians  had  just  suffered  a  signal  defeat.  Almost  all  the  other 
chiefs  had  submitted,  and  he  was  without  the  means  of  living  or 
re.'^isting  ;  still  his  manner  was  that  of  a  conqueror. 

Gov.  Shelby's  corps  and  the  12  months  volunteers  were  all  ho» 
noniably  discharged.  Travelling  became  safe,  and  business  at 
Detroit  began  to  assume  its  wonted  course  ;  but  the  price  current 
of  the  territory  was  exorbitant  for  every  thing  to  eat,  drink  or 
^vear.  Whiskey  sold  at  4  dollars  a  gallon  ;  beef  at  24  cents  a 
pound;  cheese  60  do. ;  butter  75  do.;  potatoes  2  dollars  a  bushel. 
The  army  was  well  supplied  with  rations,  as  were  also  about 
thr(?e  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan,  and  about  two 
thousand  Indians,  men,  women  and  children,  who  had  no  other 
mep.ns  of  subsistence.  Adventurers  soon  came  on  with  a  sufficient 
supply  of  dry  goods. 

Embarkation  for    Buffalo On  the  23d  of  October,  General 

Harrison,  with  all  his  disposable  regular  troops,  embarked  on 
board  the  fleet  and  sailed  for  Buffalo,  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
thf  secretary  of  war.  Previous  to  his  depaiture,  he  appointed 
Gen,  Cass  provisional  governor  of  Michigan  territory,  and  the  ci- 
vil ordinances,  as  they  stood  at  Hull's  surrender,  were  proclaimed 
in  force.  Gen.  Cass  was  left  with  about  1000  men,  not  more 
than  700  of  whom  were  effective.     The  men  were  industriouslv 
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employed  in  preparing  winter  qu;irtersat  the  fort.  The  schooners 
Scorpion  and  Ohio  were  engaged  in  transporting  suppHes  from- 
Erie  and  Cleveland  for  the  troops  during  tht-  winter.  Troops 
were  stationed  at  Maiden  and  Sandwich ;  and  the  campaign 
closed.* 


irmyof  the  centre. ...Capture  of  York....Biography  of  General 
Pike. 

The  army  of  the  centre  for  the  campaign  of  1813,  consisted 
of  about  7000  men;  4.  00  at  Sacket's  Harbour,  and  3000  at 
Buffalo.  The  original  objects  of  the  campaign  were....  1st,  the  cap- 
lure  of  Kingston  and  destruction  of  the  British  fleet  in  that  har- 
bour; 2d  the  capture  of  York  and  destruction  of  the  vessels  there 
building  ;  and  3d,  the  capture  of  forts  George  and  Erie.  The 
first  object  was,  hoa'ever,  afterwards  waved,  in  consequence  of 
the  large  reinforcements  that  were  sent  into  Kingston,  till  the 
other  two  should  be  effected. 

Capture  ef  Yorlc....On  the  22d  of  April,  1600  of.,  the  best 
troops  were  embarked  on  board  the  fleet  at  Sacket's  Harbour,  de- 
stined for  York.  The  following  is  Gen.  Dearborn's  official  let- 
ter to  the  secretary  of  war,  detailing  the  events  of  the  expedi- 
tion : 

H.  Q.  York,  Upper  Canaduy  April  28,  1813. 

Sir.. ..After  a  detention  of  some  days,  by  adverse  winds,  we 
arrived  here  yesterday  morning,  and  at  8  o'clock  commence4 
landing  our  troops  about  three  miles  westward  of  the  town,  and 
one  and  a  half  from  the  enemy's  works.  The  wind  was  higk 
and  in  an  unfavourable  direction  for  our  boats,  which  prevented 
the  troops  landing  at  a  clear  field,  (the  ancient  scite  of  the  French 
fort  Tarento.)  The  unfavourable  wind  prevented  as  many  of  the 
armed  vessels  from  taking  such  positions  as  would  as  effectually 
cover  our  landing  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done  ;  but  every 
thing  that  could  be  done  was  effected.  Our  riflemen,  under  Ma- 
jor Forsyth,  first  landed,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  Indians  and 
other  troops.  Gen.  Sheaffe  commanded  in  person.  He  had  col- 
lected his  whole  force  in  the  woods,  near  where  the  wind  obliged 
our  troops  to  land,  c  msisting  of  about  700  regulars  and  militia, 
and  100  Indians.  Major  Forsyth  was  supported,  as  promptly  as 
possible,  with  other  troops;  but  the  contest  was  sharp  and  severe 

*  rije  foregoing  cha;>ter  has  been  copied,  with  s:)nle  variation?.  Irom  Breion'i  Views  of  the  Cam 
pa'gnscjthe  if.  ir.  Army,  "^ 
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for  near  hall'  an  lioui.  The  enemy  was  rcpuiseo  by  a  iar  less 
number  than  his  own,  and  as  soon  as  Gen.  Pike  landed  with  7  or 
800  men,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  pushing  for  the 
shore,  ihe  enemy  retreated  to  their  works;  and  as  soon  as  the 
whole  of  our  troops  had  landed  and  formed  on  the  clear  ground 
intended  for  the  fust  landing,  they  advanced  through  a  thick 
wood  to  the  open  ground  near  the  enemy's  works,  and  after  car- 
r^'ing  one  battery  by  assault,  were  moving  on  in  columns  towards 
the  main  works ;  when  the  head  of  the  columns  was  within 
about  60  rods  of  the  enemy,  a  tiemendous  explosion  occurred 
from  a  large  magazine  prepaied  for  the  purpose,  which  discharg- 
ed such  immense  quantities  of  stone  as  to  produce  a  most  unfor 
tunate  effect  on  our  troops. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  collect  the  returns  of  our  kiUed  and 
wounded,  but  our  loss  by  the  explosion  must,  I  fear,  exceed  100; 
and  among  them  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  the  brave  and  ex- 
cellent officer  Brigadier  Genera,!  Pike,  who  received  such  a  con- 
tusion from  a  large  stone  as  terminated  his  valuable  life  within  a 
few  hours.  His  loss  will  be  severely  felt.  Previous  to  the  ex- 
plosion the  enemy  had  retired  into  the  town,  excepting  a  party  of 
regular  troops,  which  did  not  retire  early  enough  to  avoid  the 
shock  :  it  is  said  that  upwards  of  forty  of  them  were  destroyed. 
Gen.  SheafFe  moved  oif  with  the  regular  troops,  and  left  direc- 
tions with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  militia  to  make  the  best 
terms  he  could.  In  the  mean  time,  all  further  resistance  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  ceased,  and  the  outlines  of  a  capitulation  were 
agreed  on.  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  Gen.  Pike's  being 
wounded,  I  went  on  shore.  1  had  been  induced  to  confide  the 
immediate  command  of  the  troops  in  action  to  Gen.  Pike,  from  a 
conviction  that  he  fully  expected  it,  and  would  be  much  morti- 
fied at  being  deprived  of  the  honour,  which  he  highly  appreciated. 
Every  movement  was  under  my  view.  Our  troops  behaved  with 
great  firmness,  and  deserve  much  applause,  especially  those  who 
were  first  engaged,  under  circumstances  that  would  have  tried 
tht  firmness  of  veterans.  Our  loss  in  the  action  in  the  morning 
and  in  carrying  the  first  battery,  was  not  great,  probably  about 
SO  killed  and  wounded;  among  them  were  a  full  proportion  of 
officers ;  and  although  the  enemy  had  a  decided  advantage  in 
point  of  numbers  and  position  at  the  commencement,  their  loss 
was  greater  than  ours,  particularly  in  officers. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  exertion  that  the  small  vessels  of  the 
fleet  could  work  into  the  harbour  against  a  gale  of  wind  directly 
ahead ;  but,  as  soon  as  they  got  in  contact  with  the  batteries,  a 
tremendous  cannonade  commenced  from  24  and  32  pounders,  and 
was  kept  up  v^/ithout  intermission,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  two 
batteries,  until  the  enemy's  batteries  were  carried  or  blown  up  by 
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the  explosion,  which  undoubtedly  had  a  powerful  effect  upon  the 
enemy. 

I  am  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  Contimodore  Chauncey, 
for  his  able  and  indefatigable  exertions  in  every  possible  manner 
that  could  give  facility  and  effect  to  the  expedition.  He  is  equal- 
ly estimable  for  deliberate,  sound  judgment,  bravery  and  industry. 
The  government  could  not  have  made  a  more  fortunate  selection 
for  the  important  trust  he  holds.  Unfortunately,  the  enemy's 
armed  ship,  the  Prince  Regent,  left  this  place  for  Kingston,  four 
days  before  we  arrived.  A  large  ship  on  the  stocks,  and  nearly 
planked  up,  with  a  large  quantity  of  naval  stores,  were  set  on 
fire  by  the  enemy  soon  after  the  explosion  of  the  magazine.  There 
are  no  vessels  fit  for  use  in  the  harbour.  A  considerable  quantity 
of  military  stores  and  provisions  remain.  We  shall  not  possess 
the  means  of  transporting  the  prisoners  from  this  place,  and  must 
of  course  leave  them  on  parole.  I  hope  we  shall  so  far  complete 
the  necessar}'  measures  at  this  place  in  the  course  of  this  day  as 
to  be  able  to  sail  to-morrow  for  Niagara,  by  which  route  I  send 
this  by  a  small  vessel,  with  notice  to  General  Lewis  of  our  ap- 
proach. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 
Hon.  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  War. 

In  a  letter  dated  May  3,  1813,  the  general  further  remarks:.,., 
"I  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  You  will  observe 
the  loss  was  very  small,  excepting  that  produced  by  the  explosion. 
As  nearly  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
amounted  to  from  90  to  100  killed,  200  wounded,  and  upwards 
of  300  prisoners.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  precisely  the 
number  of  the  militia  put  on  their  parole  ;  I  presume  it  could  not 
be  less  than  500.  There  was  an  immense  depot  of  naval  and  mi- 
litary stores.  York  was  the  principal  depot  for  Niagara  and  De* 
troit ;  and  notwithstanding  the  immense  amount  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  them,  we  found  more  than  we  could  bring  off.  Gen. 
Sheaffe's  baggage  and  papers  fell  into  my  hands.  These  papers 
are  a  valuable  acquisition ;  I  have  not  had  time  for  a  full  exami- 
nation of  them.  A  scalp  was  found  in  the  executive  and  legisla- 
tive chamber,  suspended  near  the  speaker's  chair,  in  company 
with  the  mace  and  other  emblems  of  royalty." 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  an  officer  present 
at  the  capture,  and  is  considered  interesting. 

«  We  embarked  the  22d  and  23d  of  April,  but  the  weather  being 
stormy  we  returned  into  port,  and  sailed  again  on  the  25th,  and 
arrived  at  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  the  27th,  about  7  o'clock  A. 
M.  and  immediately  prepared  to  land  opposite  the  old  scite  of  fort 
Torento.     A  body  of  British  grenadiers  were  paraded  on  the  shore. 
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and  the  Glengary  tencibles,  a  corps  which  has  been  disciplined 
with  great  pains  for  six  months  past,  appeared  at  another  point. 
Bodies  of  Indians  were  perceived  in  large  groups  in  different  di- 
rections ;  and  a  considerable  number  in  some  woods  and  under- 
woods on  our  leeward  flank. 

About  the  scite  of  the  old  French  fort  of  Torento,  of  which 
scarcely  any  vestiges  at  present  remain,  we  could  discern 
a  few  horsemen,  who  we  perceived  afterwards  moving  into  the 
town,  where  strong  field  works  had  been  thrown  up  to  oppose  our 
landing. 

As  soon  as  the  horsemen  had  entered  the  town,  we  saw  the 
Indians  moving  in  gangs  along  the  skirts  of  the  woods,  undtr  the 
direction  of  British  officers,  taking  post  at  stations  pointed  out  to 
them ;  apparently  calculated  with  some  skill  as  to  the  point  which 
the  water  and  the  weather  must  compel  us  to  land. 

After  these  Indians,  acting  as  tirrailleurs,  were  thus  disposed, 
we  perceived  very  distinctly  the  regulars  moving  out  of  their 
works  in  open  columns  of  platoons,  and  marching  along  the  bank 
in  that  order;  when  they  reached  the  plain  of  the  old  fort  Toren- 
to, they  were  wheeled  off  by  heads  of  platoons  into  the  woods, 
and  soon  appeared  in  the  same  order  below  the  plain,  just  at  the 
position  at  which  our  troops  were  under  the  necessity  of  land- 
ing. 

Major  Forsyth,  and  his  excellent  and  gallant  rifle  corps,  who 
had  been  placed  in  two  large  batteaux,  pulled  undauntedly  to- 
wards the  clear  ground,  where  he  had  been  ordered  to  land  :  but 
he  was  forced,  by  the  strength  of  the  wind,  a  considerable  dis- 
tance below  his  destined  point. 

The  fire  of  musketry  and  rifles  here  commenced  from  the  shore, 
the  enemy  being  within  a  few  feet  of  the  water,  and  in  a  consi- 
derable degree  masked  by  the  vv'ood  and  copse. 

Here  Major  Forsyth  ordered  his  men  to  rest  for  a  few  moments 
upon  their  oars,  and  soon  opened  a  galling  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
In  the  moment  when  Forsyth's  corps  were  lying  on  their  oars 
and  priming.  Gen.  Pike  was  standing  on  the  deck,  and  impatient 
at  the  apparent  pause  of  an  instant,  and  seeing  that  the  rifle  corps 
had  been   driven    by  the  wind  beyond  the    point    at   which  they 

were    to   have    disembarked,  exclaimed,  "  By I  can't  stay 

here  any  longer!"  and  addressing  himself  to  his  staff,  "  come, 
jump  into  the  boat,"  which  we  immediately  did  ;  the  commodore 
having  reserved  a  boat  specially  for  him  and  his  suite ;  the  little 
coxswain  was  ordered  immediately  to  steer  for  the  middle  of  the 
fray,  and  the  balls  whistled  gloriously  around ;  probably  their 
number  was  owing  to  seeing  so  many  officers  in  the  same  boat; 
but  we  laughed  at  their  clumsy  efforts,  as  we  pressed  forward 
with  well  pulled  oars. 


THE  WAS.  183 

The  infantry  had,  according  to  orders,  embarked  at  the  same 
lime,  ■Mid  tormed  platoons  as  soon  as  they  reached  tlie  shore.  The 
gt  neral  tooli  conDUiand  of  the  first  platoon  he  reached,  and  form- 
ed it  below,  and  ordered  the  whole  to  prepare  for  a  charge  as 
soon  as  we  reached  the  top  of  the  bank.  We  proceeded  in  nigh 
spirits,  and  mounted  the  bank  under  a  volley  of  their  musketry 
and  rifle  shot;  but  we  had  not  time  to  form  our  platoon  com- 
pletely, when  the  British  grenadiers  shewed  us  their  backs.  At 
the  v':'ry  mom.^iit  of  their  turning  tail  upon  us,  the  sound  of  For- 
sytn's  bugles  was  heard,  with  peculiar  delight,  as  it  was  the  in- 
dication of  his  success.  The  effect  of  the  bugle  upon  the  nerves 
of  the  British  Indian  allies  was  electric  ;  for  they  no  sooner  heard 
it  than  thev  gave  a  dnbolical  yell,  and  fled  in  all  directions. 

The  Glengary  corps  skirmished  with  Forsyth's  while  the  in- 
fantry were  landing;  and  Brigade  Major  Hutiter  formed  the 
troops  for  action  as  they  landed  and  reached  the  plain. 

The  volunteer  corps  commanded  by  Col.  Maclure  flanked  the 
reserve,  and  the  light  artillery  commanded  by  Major  Eustis,  act- 
ing ^s  infantry,  covered  the  left. 

It  is  proper  to  state,  in  this  place,  the  gallant  and  masterly  co- 
opetation  of  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  the  naval  squadron  un- 
der His  command.  He  sent  his  schooners,  mounting  heavy  metal, 
to  cover  the  landing,  and  kept  up  so  well  directed  and  incessant 
a  tire  of  grape  on  the  woods,  as  to  effectually  cover  our  right 
flank,  and  afforded  us  great  facility  m  forming  our  platoons  ;  be- 
sid'.s  producmg  the  utmost  consternation  among  the  Indians.  A 
shot  from  one  of  tlie  schooners  killed  a  horse  under  the  aid  of  the 
British  general;  but  owing  to  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  nei- 
ther the  ship  nor  brig  could  be  brought  in  to  participate  in  the  ac- 
tion ;  but  the  commodore  himself  was  through  the  whole  of  the 
action,  in  his  boat,  encouraging  and  giving  orders  to  the  different 
schooners.  The  navy  lost  two  gallant  midshipmen,  and  about 
20  seamen  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  service  of  landing 
us. 

The  troops  ordered  to  land  by  Gen.  Pike  when  he  went  on 
shore,  were  the  three  companies  of  Capt.  Hopsock,  (who  was 
mortally  wounded  in  the  boat)  Capt.  Scott  and  Capt.  Youn,^,  of 
the  15th  regiment  U.  S.  infantry,  all  under  the  command  of  MaJ. 
King  of  the  same  regiment,  (the  same  who  gallantly  distinguished 
himself  at  Queenstown) ;  their  orders  were  to  reinforce  Maj.  For- 
syth, and  effect  a  landing.. ..and  they  were  forbidden  to  load  or 
use  powder.  The  riflemen  of  Forsyth,  as  the  infantry  came  up, 
opened  d  heavy  and  effective  fire  upon  the  enemy,  and  the  three 
companies  landed  in  the  most  complete  style  ;  the  enemy  gave 
wa;-  before  our  troops  could  come  to  the  bayonet's  point,  a.ad 
were   pursued   up  the  bank.       At  thf>  top  of  the  bank,  a  fresh 
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body  of  British  grenadiers  (said  to  be  the  8th,  or  king's  grena 
diers)  made  a  formidable  charge  upon  this  column  of  ours, 
and  compelled  us  for  an  instant  to  retire  ;  but  our  troops  instantly 
rallied  and  returned  to  the  charge,  and  with  the  most  complete 
success;  not  a  man  of  the  grenadiers  escaped  our  fire  or  charge, 
and  our  troop?,  just  reinforced  by  the  remainder  of  the  15th,  re- 
mained undisputed  masters  of  the  bank.  This  reinforcement 
brought  the  colours  of  the  15th,  which  accompanied  the  platoon 
of  Capt.  Steel.  The  enemy  presenting  a  fresh  front,  the  troops 
were  instantly  formed  for  the  charge  by  Maj.  King,  who  gave 
them  Yankee  Doodle  ;  but  the  enemy  did  not  like  our  music,  nor 
our  pikes,  any  better  than  our  rifles;  they  gave  way  and  fled  in 
the  utmost  disorder. 

As  soon  as  our  force  was  all  landed  and  collected,  we  were 
formed  into  platoons,  and  marched  in  that  order  towards  the  ene- 
my's works,  flanked  by  the  rifle  corps. 

Our  march  was  by  the  lake  road,  in  sections ;  but  the  route  was 
so  much  intersected  by  streams  and  rivulets,  the  bridges  over 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy  as  they  retreated,  that 
wc  were  considerably  retarded  in  our  progress;  we  collected  logs, 
and  by  severe  efforts,  at  length  contrived  to  pass  over  one  field 
piece  and  a  howitzer,  which  were  placed  at  the  head  of  our  co- 
lumn, in  charge  of  Capt.  Fanning,  of  the  3d  artillery ;  and  thus 
we  proceeded  through  a  spacious  wood,  as  we  merged  from  which 
we  were  saluted  by  a  battery  of  24  pounders,  but  excepting  some 
pikes  broken  and  some  bayonets  bent,  these  guns  gare  us  no  an- 
noyance. 

The  general  then  ordered  one  of  his  aids  (Eraser)  and  a  ser- 
geant  to  proceed  to  the  right  of  the  battery,  in  order  to  discover 
how  many  men  were  in  the  works ;  they  did  so,  and  reported  to 
him  the  number,  and  that  they  were  spiking  their  own  guns  to- 
wards the  shipping. 

The  general  immediately  ordered  Capt.  Walworth,  of  the  16th, 
with  his  company  of  grenadiers,  to  make  the  assault.  Walworth 
gallantly  ordered  his  men  to  trail  arms  and  advance  at  the  acce- 
lerated pace,  but  at  the  moment  when  they  were  ordered  to  reco- 
ver and  charge  the  enem}',  the  enemy  broke  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion, leaving  several  men  wounded  on  the  ground  which  they 
abandoned. 

We  then  proceeded  in  admirable  order  on  a  gradual  ascentj 
when  a  fire  was  opened  upon  us  of  round  and  cannister,  from  the 
quarters  of  the  British  governor.  The  general  here  ordered  the 
troops  to  lie  close,  while  the  artillery  battery  under  Maj.  Eustis 
was  brought  to  the  front,  and  silenced  the  enemy's  battery.  The 
firing  very  soon  ceased  altogether,  and  we  were  expecting  a  flag 
of  surrender,  at  the  very  moment  when  a  terrible  exDln?ion  of 
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■fae  British  magazine  took  place.  The  explosion  was  stupendous 
and  awfui,  and  at  the  instant  the  common  supposition  was  a  sub- 
terraneous mine.  The  general  had  just  aided  in  removing  a 
wounded  man  with  his  own  hands,  and  sat  down  on  a  stump  with 
a  British  sergeant  we  had  taken  prisoner,  whom  the  genera], 
witli  Capt.  Nicholson  and  myself,  were  examining,  when  the  ex- 
plosion took  place.  The  general.  Captain  Nicholson,  and  the  Bri- 
tish sergeant,  were  all  mortally  wounded,  and  I  was  so  much 
bruised  in  the  general  crash,  that  it  is  surprising  how  I  survived  p 
probably  I  owe  my  escape  to  the  corpulency  of  the  British  ser- 
geant, whose  body  was  thrown  upon  mine  by  the  concussion. 

Brigride  Major  Hunt,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Col.  Mitchell  of  the 
3d  artillery,  who  acted  as  a  volunteer  on  the  expedition,  formed 
the  troops,  and  we  were  ready  to  give  or  receive  a  charge  in  five 
minutes  dfter  the  explosion. 

The  wounds  of  Grn.  Pike  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  disable 
him  from  all  further  service,  and  the  command  devolved  on  C^oL 
Pcarce  of  the  16th  infantry,  as  the  senior  officer,  who  sent  a  flag 
demanding  an  immediate  surrender  at  discretion;  they  made  on- 
ly one  stipulation,  which  was  granted  without  hesitation....that  is, 
that  private  property  should  be  respected. 

The  British  general  made  his  escape,  and  a  body  of  regular 
troops  with  him. 

When  the  surgeons  were  carrying  their  wounded  general  and 
his  aids  from  the  field,  our  troops,  which  had  just  formed,  gave  a 
tremendous  huzza.  The  general  turned  his  head,  anxiously,  to 
enquire  what  that  was  for  ;  a  sergeant  who  accompanied  him 
said...."  The  British  union  jack  is  coming  down,  general,  the 
stars  are  going  «p"....he  heaved  a  heavy  sigh  of  extacy,  and 
smiled,  even  amidst  the  anguish  which  must  have  been  insepara- 
ble from  the  state  of  his  wounds.  He  was  carried  on  board  the 
Pert  schooner,  together  with  iiis  aid-de  camp,  Fraser,  and  from 
thence  on  board  the  commodore's  ship,  accompanied  by  the  com- 
modore, who  came  to  attend  him.  On  board  the  commodore's 
ship,  his  gallant  spirit  fled,  another  Montgomery  in  fate  ;  not,  in- 
deed, perishing  by  the  valour  of  a  gallant  foe  in  noble  combat, 
but  falling,  even  in  the  arms  of  victory,  by  the  barbarian  revenge 
of  a  baffled  and  defeated  enemy. 

Gen.  Dearborn,  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  indeed  every  offi- 
cer and  soldier,  sees,  in  the  loss  of  our  friend,  the  loss  of  one  of 
our  country's  proudest  ornaments,  and  the  military  profession,  its 
brightest  example  and  model." 

The  following  is  the  most  correct  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
Tn.  this  expedition : 

2  A 


Killed  in  battle....!  subaltern,  2  sergeants,  1  corpora!, 
2  musicians,  8  privates.  14 

Killed  by  the  explosion....!  captain,  4  sergeant?,  4  cor- 
porals, 29  privates.  38 

Total  killed,  62 

Wounded  in  battle. ...2  captains,  (one  since  dead)  J  sub- 
altern, 3  sergeants,  4  corporals,  22  privates.  32 

Wounded  by  the  explosion....!  brig.  gen.  (since  dead) 
1  aid-de-camp,  1  acting  aid,  1  volunteer  aid,  6  captains, 
6  subalterns,  11  sergeants,  9  corporals,  1  musician,  185 
privates.  222 

Total  wounded,  254 

Killed,  62 

Of  the  navy.. ..2  midshipmen  and  i  scaioan,  killed. .=.11 

seamen  wounded.  14 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  320 

Biography  of  Gen.  Pike Zebulon  Montgomery  Pike 

was  born  at  Lamberton,  in  the  state  of  Newjersey,  January  Sth, 
1779.  His  father  was  a  respectable  officer  in  the  ajmy  of 
the  United  States.  His  family  had,  for  several  generations  re- 
sided in  Newjersey,  and  were  descended  from  a  capt.  John  Pike, 
whose  name  is  preserved  by  tradition  as  having  been  a  gallant 
and  distinguished  soldier  in  the  early  Indian  wars  of  the  colony. 
He  entered  the  army  while  yet  a  boy,  and  served  for  some  time 
as  a  cadet  in  his  fathei's  company,  which  was  then  stationed  on 
the  western  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

At  an  early  age  he  obtained  the  commission  of  ensign,  anct 
some  time  after,  that  of  lieutenant  in  the  1st  regiment  of  infant- 
ry. He  was  thus  almost  from  his  cradle  trained  to  the  habits  of 
a  military  life  ;  but  he  did  not,  like  most  of  the  peaceful  veterans 
of  the  barracks  and  the  parade,  while  away  his  days  in  inactivity, 
contented  with  the  mechanical  routine  of  military  duty.  By  a 
life  of  constant  activity  and  exposure,  he  invigorated  his  constitu- 
tion, and  prepared  himself  for  deeds  of  hardihood  and  adventure. 
At  the  same  time,  he  endeavoured  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  his 
early  education  by  most  ardent,  though,  probably,  often  desultory 
and  ill  regulated  application  to  every  branch  of  useful  knowledge. 
He  had  entered  the  army  with  no  other  education  than  such  as  is 
afforded  by  the  most  ordinal^'  village  school.. ..reading,  writing, 
and  a  little  arithmetic.  By  his  own  solitary  exertions  he  acquired, 
almost  without  the  aid  of  a  master,  the  French  and  Latin  lan- 
guages, the  former  of  which,  it  appears  from  his  journal,  he  wa's 
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■able  to  write  and  speak  with  sufficient  accuracy  for  all  the  purpo- 
ses of  business;  to  these  he  afterwards  added  a  contipetent  know- 
ledge of  the  Spanish.  He  also  studied  the  elementary  branches 
of  matliematics,  and  became  very  conversant  and  even  skilful  ia 
all  the  ordinary  practical  applications  of  that  science.  He  seems, 
besides,  to  have  had  a  general  curiosity,  to  which  no  kind  of 
knowledge  was  without  interest;  he  read  with  avidity  every 
book  which  fell  in  his  way,  and  thus,  without  any  regular  plan  of 
study,  acquired  a  considerable  stock  of  various  information,  and 
some  tincture  of  popular  English  literature.  In  most  of  these  li- 
terary acquirements.  Pike  scarcely  attained  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
scholar,  but  they  were  such  as  became  the  gentleman,  and  ele- 
vated and  adorned  the  character  of  the  soldier.  Nor  were  thesfe 
studies  directed  solely  to  the  improvement  of  the  mind  ;  he  en- 
deavoured to  make  them  subservient  to  a  much  higher  end.  From 
liis  youth  he  seduously  cultivated  in  himself  a  generous  spirit  of 
chivalry;  not  that  punctilious  and  barren  honour  which  cheaply 
satisfies  itself  with  the  reputation  of  personal  courage  and  free- 
dom from  dii-reputable  vice,  but  the  chivalry  of  the  ancient 
fchool  of  Europtan  honour.... that  habit  of  manly  and  virtuous 
sentiment,  that  spirit  of  patriotism  and  self-devotion,  which,  while' 
it  roots  out  from  the  heart  every  other  weakness  of  our  nature, 
spares  and  cherishes  "  that  last  infirmity  of  noble  minds,"  th^ 
love  of  glory,  and  in  every  great  emergency  in  which  man  may 
be  called  upon  to  act,  sends  him  forth  into  the  service  of  his 
country  cr  his  kind,  at  once  obeying  the  commands  of  duty, 
and  elevated  and  animated  by  the  warm  impulse  of  enthusiastic . 
feeling. 

Among  other  habits  of  mental  discipline  by  which  Pike  was' 
accustomed  to  cherish  these  principles  and  feelings,  was  a  con- 
stant practice  of  inserting  upon  the  blank  pages  of  some  favourite* 
volume,  such  striking  maxims  of  morality,  or  sentiments  of  ho-» 
nour,  as  occurred  in  his  reading,  or  were  sogge.^ted  by  his  owa-^ 
reflections.  He  had  been  in  the  practice  of  making  use  of  a  smalt 
edition  of  Dodsley's  "  Economy  of  Human  Life,"  for  this  purpose..^ 
Soon  «fter  his  marriage,  he  presented  this  volume  fo  his  v^ifey. 
who  still  preserves  it  as  one  of  the  most  precious  memorials 
af  her  husband's  virtiies.  An  extract  from'  one  of  the  manu- 
script pages  of  this  volume  was  published  in  a  periodical  work 
soon  after  his  death.  It  was  written  as  a  continuation  of  the- 
article  "  Sincerity,"  and  is  strongly  characteristic  of  the  aU-^ 
tbon 

"  Should  my  country  call  for  the  sacrifice  of  that  life  whict 
has  been  devoted  to  her  service  from  early  youth,  most  willingly 
shall  she  receive  it.  The  sod  which  covers  the  brave  shall  be 
rtioistened  by  the  tears  of  love  and  friendship-;  but  if  I  fall  far 
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from  my  iricnds  and  tVom  you,  my  Clara,  rtmfiT)ber  that  •=  ihs 
choicest  tears  which  are  tver  shed,  arc  those  vhic!>  bedew  the 
unburied  head  of  a  soldier,'  and  when  these  lines  ^hall  meet  the 

eyes  of  our  young ,  let  the  pages  of  tl)is  little  book  be 

impressed  on  his  mind  as  the  gift  of  a  falher  who  hud  nothing  to 
bequeath  but  his  honour,  and  let  these  maxims  be  ever  present  tc 
his  inird  as  be  rises  from  youth  to  manhood  : 

"  i.  Preserve  your  honour  iree  from  blemish. 

'^  2.  Be  aJwaye  ready  to  die  for  your  country. 

"  Z.  M.  Pike. 

*'  Kaskaskias,  Indiana  Territory.*' 

Thus  gifted  with  a  lofty  spirit  of  honour,  and  an  iron  constitu- 
lion.  Pike  presents  to  the  imagination  no  impertect  resemblance  of 
one  of  the  cavaliers  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the  hardy,  steel  clad 
companions  of  Bayard  a^id  Sidney. 
■  In  March,  1801,  he  married  Miss  Clarissa  Brown,  of  Ciucinna 
tj,  in  the  state  of  Kentucky.  By  this  mairiage  be  had  several 
children,  only  one  of  whom,  a  daughter,  survives  him. 

On  the  old  peace  establishment  of  our  army,  then  composed  only 
of  a  few  regiments,  and  employed  altogether  in  garrisoning  a 
few  frontier  posts,  promotion  was  slow,  and  the  field  of  action 
limited  and  obscure.  For  several  years  Lieutenant  Pike 
]>anied  in  vain  for  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  that  "  all  rul- 
ing passion,"  which,  to  use  his  own  words,  «  swayed  him  ir- 
resistibly to  the  profession  of  arms,  and  the  pursuits  of  military 
glory." 

At  length,  in  1805,  a  nev/  career  of  honourable  distinction 
was  opened  10  this  active  and  aspiring  youth.  Soon  after  the 
|iurchase  of  Louisiana,  the  government  of  the  United  States  de- 
termined upon  taking  measures  to  explore  thejr  .new  territory;^ 
and  that  immense  tract  of  wilderness  included  within  its  limits. 
Besides  ascertaining  its  geographical  boundaries,  it  was  wished  to 
acquire  some  kdowledgt  of  its  soil  and  natural  productions,  of 
the  course  6^  its  rivers,  and  their  fitness  for  the  purposes  of 
navigation  and  other  uses  of  civilized  life,  and  .  ^iso.  to  gain 
particular  information  of  the  numbers,  character,  and  power  oi 
the  tribes  of  Indians  who  inhabited  this  territory,,  and  their  seve- 
ral dispositions  towards  the  United.  States.  Yfith  these  views,, 
while  Captains  Lewis  and  Clarke  were  sent  to  explore  the  un- 
known sources  of  the  MissQuri,  Pike  was  despatched  on  a  si- 
milar expedition  for  the  purpose  of  tracing  the  Mississippi  to  its 
head. 

Qn  the  9th  of  August,  ISOn,  Pike  accordingly  embarked  at  St. 
Louis,  and  proceeded  up  the  iNlis.-issippi,  with  20  men,  in  a  stout 
boat,  provisioned  for  four  months,  but  they  were  soon  obliged  to 
!.<»aYe  their  boats  and  oroceed  on  their  journey  by  land,  cr  in  ca,- 
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riuC'3  which  they  built  after  leaving  their  large  boat,  and  carried 
with  them  on  their  niarch.  For  eiglit  months  and  twenty  days 
this  adventurous  f;o!dier  and  his  faithful  band  were  almost  conti- 
3iualiy  exposed  to  haid.ship  and  peril,  depending  for  provisions  up- 
on the  precarious  fortunes  of  the  chase,  enduring  the  most  pierc- 
ing cold,  and  cheerfully  subnnitting  to  the  most  constant  and 
harassing  toils.  They  were  sometimes  for  days  together  without 
food,  and  they  frequently  slept  without  cover  upon  the  bare 
earth,  or  the  snow,,  durmg  the  bitterest  inclemency  of  a  northern 
winter. 

During  this  voyage.  Pike  had  no  intelligent  companion  upon 
whom  he  could  rely  for  any  sort  of  advice  or  aid,  and  he  literally 
performed  the  duties  of  astronomer,  surveyor,  commanding  ot!i- 
cer,  clerk,  spy,  guide,  and  hunter,  frequently  preceding  the  party 
for  many  miles  in  order  to  reconnoitre,  or  rambling  whole  days 
in  search  of  deer  or  other  game  for  provision,  and  then  re- 
turning to  his  men  in  the  evening,  hungry  and  fatigued,  he 
would  sit  down  in  the  open  air,  to  copy  by  the  light  of  a  fire,, 
the  notes  of  his  journey,  and  to  plot  out  the  courst^s  of  the  next 
day. 

Hia  conduct  towards  the  Indians  was  marked  with  equal  good 
sense,  firmness  and  humanity  ;  he  every  where,  without  violence 
or  fraud,  induced  them  to  submit  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  made  use  of  the  authority  of  his  country 
io  put  an  end  to  a  savage  warfare  which  had  for  many  years 
been  carried  «n  with  the  utmost  cruelty  and  rancour  between  the 
Sioux  and  the  Chippeways,  two  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of 
Aborigines  remaining  on  the  North  American  continent.  He 
also  every  wh-^re  enforced  with  eifect  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  against  supplying  the  savages  with  spirituous  liquors.  Thus^ 
while  he  wrested  their  tomaliawlts  from  their  hands,  and  compel- 
led them  to  bury  the  hatchet,  he  defended  them  from  their  own 
vices,  and  in  the  true  spirit  of  humanity  and  honour,  reject- 
ed  with  disdain  that  cruel  and  dastardly  policy  which  seeks  the 
security  of  the  civilized  man  in  the  debastment  of  the  savage. 

In  addition  to  the  other  objects  of  Pike's  mission,  as  specifi- 
cally detailed  in  his  instructions,  he  conceived  that  his  duty  as  a 
soldier  required  of  him  an  investigation  of  the  views  and  conduct 
of  the  British  traders,  within  the  limits  of  our  jurisdiction,  and 
an  inquiry  into  the  exact  limits  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  This  duty  he  performed  with  the  bold- 
ness of  a  soldier  and  the  politeness  of  a  gentleman;  and  it  may 
justly  be  added^  with  the  disinterestedness  of  a  man  of  honour, 
and  the  ability  and  discretion  of  an  ejilightened  politician.  He 
found  that  the  Morth-west  Company,  by  ejctending  their  establish- 
ments and  commerce  far  vvithin  the  bounds  of  the  United  States, 
snd  even  in  the  very  centre  of  Louisiana,  were  thus  enabled  Xsy 
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ifttroduce  tlieir  goods  without  duty  or  licence  into  our  territcriev' 
to  the  very  ^reat  injury  of  the  revenue,  as  well  as  to  the  conj 
plete  exclusion  of  our  own  countrymen  from  all  competition  in 
this  trade.  He  perceived,  besides,  that  the«e  establishmentr 
were  made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  obtauiinj?  an  influence 
over  the  savages,  dangerous  to  tlie  peace  and  injurious  to  the 
honour  and  character  of  our  government,  and  he  thought  it  evi- 
dent that  in  case  of  a  rupture  between  the  two  powers,  all  these 
posts  would  be  used  as  rallying  points  for  the  enemy,  and  as 
{»laces  of  deposit  for  arms  to  be  distributed  to  the  Indians,  to 
the  infinite  annoyance,  if  not  total  ruin^  of  all  the  adjoining  ter- 
Titories. 

An  opportunity  was  now  presented  to  hlni  of  enriching  him 
self  for  life,  by  merely  using  the  power  vested  in  him  by  law,  and 
seizing  upon  the  immense  property  of  the  company  which  he 
found  illegally  introduced  within  our  territory.  But  having  been 
hospitably  received  at  one  of  their  principal  posts,  his  high  sense 
of  honour  would  not  permit  him  to  requite  their  hospitality  by  a 
rigorous  execution  of  the  laws.  It  is  probable,  too,  that  he  thought 
so  violent  a  measure  might  lead  to  collisions  between  the  tv^o  go- 
vernments, without  tending  to  product^  any  permanent  beneficial 
effect,  and  he  cheerfully  sacrificed  all  vitws  of  personal  interest 
to  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  true  interest  and  honour  of  his 
country. 

By  means  of  reprimands  and  fhrcatr  to  the  inferior  traders,  and 
a  frank  and  spirited  remonstrance  to  the  director  of  the  Fond  dii 
Lac  department,  he  succeeded  in  procuring  a  stipulation,  that  in 
future  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  influence  any  Indian  on  poli- 
tical affairs,  or  any  subjects  foreign  to  trade,  and  that  measures 
i.liould  be  immediately  taken  to  prevent  the  display  of  the  Bri- 
tish flag,  or  any  other  mark  of  power,  within  our  dominion.- 
together  with  a  premise  that  such  representations  should  be 
immediately  made  to  the  company,  and  such  an  arrangement  ef- 
ll'cted  with  regard  to  duties^  as  would  hereafter  set  that  question 
at  rest. 

His  conduct  with  regard  to  this  subject  was,  at  the  timCj, 
viewed  with  cold  approbation,  but  the  events  of  the  pre- 
sent war  have  borne  ample  testimony  to  his  sagacity  and  fore- 
engirt. 

Within  two  months  after  his  return  from  this  expedition.  Pike 
.vas  "elected  by  Gen.  Wilkinson  for  a  second  perilous  jojrney  of 
hardship  and  adventure.  The  principal  purpose  of  this  expeditioa 
■»vas,  like  that  of  tlie  former,  to  explore  thi  interior  of  Louisiana, 
He  was  directed  to  embark  at  St.  Louis  with  tlie  Osage  captives, 
(about  forly  in  number,)  who  had  been  rescued  from  their  ene- 
mies, the  Potowafomies,  by  the  interference  of  our  government, 
and  to  transport  them  to  the  principal  village  of  their   nation  , 
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iiid  he  was  instructed  to  take  this  opportunity  to  bring  about  in- 
terviews between  the  different  savage  nations,  and  to  endeavour 
to  assuage  animosities,  and  establish  a  permanent  peace  among 
tliem. 

He  was,  after  accomplishing  these  objectSj  to  continue  his 
loute  into  the  interior,  and  to  explore  the  Mississippi  and  its 
tributary  streams,  ^-specially  the  Arcansaw  and  the  Red  River, 
and  thus  to  acquire  such  geographical  information  as  might 
enable  government  to  enter  into  definitive  arrangements  for 
a  boundary  line  between  our  newly  acquired  territory  and  North 
Mexico. 

In  the  course  of  this  second  journey,  our  adventurous  soldier, 
^er  leaving  the  Osage  village,  encountered  hardships,  in  compa- 
rison of  which  the  severities  of  his  former  journey  seemed  to  him 
ease  and  luxury. 

Winter  overtook  the  party  unprovided  with  any  clothing  fit  to 
protect  them  from  cold  and  storms.  Their  horses  died,  and  for 
weeks  they  were  obliged  to  explore  their  way  on  foot  through 
the  wilderness,  carrying  packs  of  sixty  or  seventy  pounds  weight, 
beside  their  arms,  exposed  to  the  bitterest  severity  of  the  cold, 
relying  solely  on  the  produce  of  the  chase  for  subsistence,  and 
often  for  two  or  three  days  altogether  without  food.  This  part 
of  his  journal  contains  a  narrative  of  a  series  of  sufferings  suffi- 
cient to  make  the  "  superfluous  and  lust-dieted"  son  of  luxury 
shudder  at  the  bare  recital.  Several  of  the  men  had  their  feet 
frozen,  and  all,  except  Pike  and  one  other,  were  in  some  degree 
injured  by  the  intensity  of  the  cold.  He  thus  relates  the  history 
of  two  of  these  dreary  days : 

"  I8th  J anuari/f  Sunday The  doctor  and  myself,  who,  fortu- 
nately, were  untouched  by  the  frost,  went  out  to  hunt  something 
to  preserve  existence  ;  near  evening  we  wounded  a  buffalo  with 
three  balls,  but  had  the  mortification  to  see  him  run  off  notwith- 
standing. We  concluded  it  was  useless  to  go  home  to  add  to  the 
general  gloom,  and  went  amongst  some  rocks,  where  we  encamp- 
ed, and  sat  up  all  night;  from  the  intense  cold  it  was  impossible 
to  sleep.     Hungry  and  without  cover. 

«  19t/i  January,  Monday We  again  took  the  field,  and  after 

crawling  about  one  mile  in  the  snow,  got  near  enough  to  shoot 
eight  times  among  a  gang  of  buffaloes,  and  could  plamly  perceive 
two  or  three  to  be  badly  wounded,  but  by  accident  they  took  the 
wind  of  us,  and  to  our  great  nnortification,  all  were  able  to  run 
off.  By  this  lime  I  had  become  extremely  weak  and  faint,  it  be- 
ing the  fourth  day  since  we  had  received  sustenance,  all  of  which 
we  were  marching  hard,  and  the  last  night  had  scarcely  closed 
our  eyes  to  sleep.  We  were  inclining  our  course  to  a  point  of 
.voo^s,  determirred  to  remain  absent  and  die  by  ourselves,  rather 
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ihan  to  reiuni  to  our  camp  and  behold  the  niisery  of  our  poor 
lads,  when  we  discovered  a  ^ang  of  buffaloes  coming  along  at 
gome  distance.  Witli  grent  exertions  I  made  out  to  rij;i  and 
place  myself  behind  some  cedars,  and  by  the  greatest  good  luck 
the  first  shot  stopped  one,  wliich  we  killed  in  three  more  shot*, 
and- by  the  dusk  had  cut  each  of  us  a  heavy  load,  with  which  we 
determined  immediately  to  proceed  to  the  camp,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  anxiety  of  our  meji,  and  carry  the  poor  fellows  some  food. 
We  arrived  there  about  12  o'clock,  and  when  I  threw  my  load 
down,  it  was  with  difficulty  I  prevented  myself  from  falling  ;  I 
was  attacked  with  a  giddiness  of  the  head,  which  lasted  for  some 
minutes.  On  the  countenances  of  the  men  was  not  a  frown,  nor 
a  desponding  eye,  but  all  seemed  happy  to  hail  their  officer  and 
companions,  yet  not  a  mouthful  had  they  eat  for  four  days.  On 
demanding  what  were  their  thoughts,  the  sergeant  replied,  the 
most  robust  had  determined  to  set  out  in  search  of  us  on  the  mor- 
row, and  not  return  unless  they  found  us,  or  had  killed  something 
to  preserve  the  lives  of  their  starving  companions." 

In  the  course  of  this  long,  toilsome  and  perilous  march.  Pike 
displayed  a  degree  of  personal  heroism  and  hardihood,  united 
with  a  prudence  and  sagacity  which,  had  ihey  been  exerted  on 
soiDe  wider  theatre  of  action,  would  have  done  honour  to  the 
most  renowned  general.  The  reader  may,  perhaps,  smile  at  tbie 
remark,  as  one  of  the  wild  exaggerations  of  a  biographer  anxious 
to  dignify  the  character  of  his  hero;  but  the  truth  is,  that  great 
men  owe  much  of  their  splendour  to  external  circumstances,  and 
if  Hannibal  had  made  his  famous  march  across  the  Alps  at  the 
head  of  a  company  of  foot,  instead  of  an  army,  his  name,  if  it 
had  reached  us,  would  have  come  down  to  posterity  with  much 
less  dignity  than  that  of  our  hardy  countryman. 

There  are  passages  in  Pike's  journal  of  his  second  expedition, 
which,  had  they  been  found,  with  proper  alterations  of  place  and 
circumstance,  related  by  Plutarch  or  Livy  of  one  of  their  heroes, 
would  have  been  cited  by  every  school-boy,  as  examples  of  mili- 
tary and  heroic  virtue.  Take,  for  instance,  the  account  of  Pike's 
firm  and  prudent  conduct  in  repressing  the  first  symptoms  of  dis- 
pontent  in  his  little  band,  and  his  address  upon  this  occasion  to  the 
mutineer,  and  they  will  be  found  to  need  but  little  of  the  usual 
?mbeUishments  of  an  eloquent  historian,  to  be  made  worthy  of 
aannibal  himself. 

*'  24</i  January f  Saturday We  sallied   out   in  the  morning, 

and  shortly  after  perceived  our  little  band  marching  through  the 
snow,  (about  two  and  a  half  feet  deep,)  silent,  and  with  down- 
cast countenances.  We  joined  them,  and  learnt  that  they,  find- 
i:ig  the  snow  to  fail  so  thickly  that  it  was  impossible  to  proceedj. 
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.fiaci  encamped  about  one  o'clock  the  precediug  da_v.  As  I  found 
ill  the  buirdlocs  had  quitted  tlie  plains,  I  determined  to  attempt 
ihe  traverse  of  the  mountain,  in  which  we  per.^evered  until  the 
snow  became  so  deep  it  was  impossible  to  proceed,  when  I  again 
turned  my  face  to  the  plain,  and  for  the  firi-t  time  in  the  voyage 
found  myself  discouraged,  and  for  the  first  time  I  heard  a  mao 
express  himself  in  a  seditious  manner  ;  he  exclaimed,  *  that  it 
was  more  than  human  nature  could  bear,  to  march  three  days 
without  sustenance,  through  snows  three  feet  deep,  and  carry 
burdens  only  fit  for  horses,'  &c.  &c. 

"  As  I  knew  very  well  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  men,  and  even  of  this  poor  fellow,  and  that  it  was 
In  my  power  to  chastise  him  when  I  thought  proper,  I  passed  it  by 
for  the  moment,  determined  to  notice  it  at  a  more  auspicious  time. 
We  dragged  our  weary  and  emaciated  limbs  along  until  about  10 
o'clock.  The  doctor  and  myself,  who  were  in  advance,  disco- 
vered some  buffaloes  on  the  plain,  when  we  left  our  loads,  and  or- 
di-rjt,  written  on  the  snoj.v,  to  proceed  to  the  nearest  woods  to 
encamp.  We  went  in  pursuit  of  the  buffaloes,  which  were  on 
the  m.A'e. 

*'  The  doctor,  who  was  then  less  reduced  than  myself,  ran  and 
got  behind  a  hill,  and  shot  one  down,  which  stopped  the  remain- 
der. VVe  crawled  up  to  the  dead  one,  and  shot  from  him  as  ma- 
ny as  twelve  or  fourteen  times  amo.g  the  gang,  when  they  re- 
moved out  of  sight.  We  then  proceeded  to  cut  up  the  cue  we 
had  shot,  and  after  procurnig  each  of  us  a  load  of  the  meat,  we 
marched  f >r  the  camp,  the  smoke  of  which  was  in  view.  We 
arrived  at  the  camp  to  the  great  joy  of  our  brave  lads,  who  im- 
mediately feasted  sumptuously.  After  our  repast,  I  sent  for  the 
lad  who  had  presumed  to  speak  discontentedly  in  the  course  of 
th^  day,  and  addressed  him  to  the  following  effect  :  *  Brown,  you 
ihis  day  presumed  to  make  use  of  language  which  was  seditious' 
and  mutinous;  I  then  passed  it  over,  pitying  your  situation,  and 
attributing  it  to  your  distress,  rather  than  to  your  inclination  to 
80W  discontent  amongst  the  party.  Had  I  reserved  provisions  for 
ourselves,  wtiilst  you  were  starving ;  had  we  been  nparching 
along  light  and  at  our  ease,  whilst  you  were  weighed  down  with 
your  burden,  then  you  would  have  had  some  pretext  for  your  ob- 
servations ;  but  when  we  were  equally  hungry,  weary,  emaciated 
and  charged  with  burden,  which  1  believe  my  natural  strength  is 
less  able  to  bear  than  any  man's  in  the  party;  w'.ien  we  are  al- 
ways foremost  in  breaking  the  road,  recpnnoitering,  and  the  fa-' 
Sigues  of  the  chase,  it  was  the  height  of  ingratitude  in  you  to  let 
an  expression  escape  which  was  indicative  of  discontent;  your 
ready  compliance  and  firm  perseverance  I  had  reason  to  expect, 
9S  the  leader  of  men.  and    my  companions    in    miseries  and  dan- 
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gers.  But  youi  duty  ?.s  a  soldier  dcn^anded  your  ooedicncc  tv 
your  officer,  and  a  prohibition  of  such  language,  which,  for  this 
time,  1  will  pardon,  but  assure  you,  should  it  c-v^r  be  repeated,  I 
will  revenge  your  ingratitude  and  punish  your  disobedience  by  in- 
stant death.  I  take  this  opportunity,  likewise,  to  assure  you,  sol- 
diers, of  my  thanks  for  the  obedience,  perseverance  and  ready 
contempt  of  every  danger  which  you  have  generally  evinced  ;  I 
assure  you,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  procure  yoii 
the  rewards  of  our  government,  and  the  gratitude  of  your  coun- 
trymen.' 

"They  all  appeared  very  much  affected,  and  retired  with  as- 
surances of  perseverance  in  duty." 

Amidst  these  distresses,  after  a  three  months  winter's  march, 
they  explored  their  way  to  what  they  supposed  to  be  the  Red 
River.  Here  they  were  met  by  a  party  of  Spanish  cavalry,  b}^ 
whom  Pike  was  informed,  to  his  great  astonishment,  that  they 
were  not  on  the  Red  River,  but  on  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  in  the 
Spanish  territory.  All  opposition  to  this  force  would  have  been 
idle,  and  he  reluctantly  submitted  to  accompany  the  Spaniards  to 
Santo  Fe,  to  appear  befo.  the  governor.  Though,  to  his  great 
mortification,  h's  expedition  was  thus  broken  off,  all  hardship  was 
now  at  an  end.  He  w  as  treated  on  the  road  with  great  re- 
spect and  hospitality,  though  watched  and  guarded  with 
much  jealousy;  but  he  still  insisted  on  wearing  his  sword,  and 
that  his  men  should  retain  their  arms.  Indeed,  it  was  his  resolu- 
tion, had  he  or  any  of  his  people  been  ill  used,  to  surprise  the 
guard,  carry  off  their  horses,  and  make  the  best  of  their  way  to 
Apaches. 

When  he  arrived  at  Santa  Fe,  his  whole  dress  was  a  blanket- 
coat,  blue  trowsers,  mocasons,  and  a  scarlet  cloth  cap  lined  with 
a  fox  skin  ;  his  men  were  in  leather  coats,  with  leggings,  &c, 
and  not  a  hat  in  the  whole  party.  But  he  appeared  before  the 
governor  with  his  usual  spirit,  and  insisted  on  being  treated  with 
the  respect  due  to  an  American  ofiicer.  From  Santa  Fe  he  was 
sent  to  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Biscay,  to  be  examiaed  by 
the  commandant  general,  where  he  was  well  received  and  en- 
tertained for  some  time,  after  which  he  was  sent  on  his  way 
home,  under  the  escort  of  a  strong  party  of  horse.  He  ar- 
rived with  his  little  band  at  Natchitoches  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1807. 

The  most  vexatious  circumstance  attending  this  unexpected 
sequel  to  his  expedition  was  the  seizure  of  all  his  papers,  except 
his  private  journal,  by  the  Spanish  government.  He  had  been 
fitted  out  wirh  a  complete  set  of  mathematical  and  astronomical 
instruments,  and  had  made  frequent  and  accurate  observations; 
he  had  thus    ascertaijjcd  the    geographic^!   situation  of  the  most 
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r'niportant  points  with  much  precision,  and  had  collected  mate- 
t'lah  for  an  accurate  map  of  a  great  part  of  the  country  which 
he  traversed.  The  seizure  of  these  papers  is  a  real  loss  to 
the  cause  of  science.  It  is,  however,  in  perfect  conformity 
to  that  narrow  and  purblind  policy  which  the  old  Spanish 
<rovernment  uniformly  manifested  in  the  administration  of  its  co- 
lonies. 

Pike,  upon  his  return,  received  the  thanks  of  the  government  i 
a  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  expressed  their  high 
sense  of  his  "  zeal,  perseverance  and  intelligence,"  and  the  ad- 
ministration,  much  to  its  honour,  bestowed  upon  him  a  more  solid 
testimony  of  approbation,  by  a  rapid  promotion  in  the  army.  He 
was  immediately  appointed  captain,  shortly  after  a  major,  and, 
upon  the  further  enlargement  of  the  army  in  1810,  a  colonel  of 
infantry. 

During  the  intervals  of  his  military  duties,  he  prepared  for  the 
press  a  narrative  of  his  two  expeditions,  accompanied  by  several 
valuable  original  maps  and  charts.  This  was  published  in  8vo.  in 
1810.  The  work  is  rather  overloaded  with  unnecessary  detail, 
and  the  language  is  careless  and  often  inaccurate;  the  last  fault 
is,  however,  in  a  great  measure  to  be  attributed  to  several  disad- 
vantageous   circumstances   under  which  the  work  went  to  press^ 

while  the  author  was  at  a  distance,  engaged  in  public  service 

Still  it  is  sufficiently  evident  that  the  volume  is  not  the  composi- 
tion of  a  scholar.  But  it  bears  the  strongest  marks  of  an  acute^ 
active,  busy  mind,  unaccustomed  to  scientific  arrangement  or  spe- 
culation>  but  filled  with  a  variety  of  knowledge,  all  of  a  useful, 
practical  kind. 

Though  entirely  unacquainted  with  botany,  zoology  and  mi- 
neralogy, as  sciences.  Pike  had  a  liberal  curiosity,  which  taught 
him  to  look  upon  every  object  with  the  eye  of  an  observer,  and 
to  despise  no  sort  of  knowledge,  though  he  might  not  himself  per- 
ceive its  immediate  utility.  Above  all,  the  narrative  has  that  un- 
studied air  of  truth,  which  is  so  apt  to  evaporate  away  in  the  pro- 
cesses of  the  book  making  traveller ;  it  retains  all  the  clearness 
and  freshness  of  first  impressions,  and  we  are  never  for  a  moment 
left  in  doubt  whether  or  no  the  writer  and  the  traveller  are  the 
same  person. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war.  Pike  was  stationed 
with  his  regiment  upon  the  northern  frontier  ;  and  upon  the  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign  of  1813,  was  appointed  a  brigadier 
generaU- 

There  was  a  tincture  of  enthusiasm  in  Pike's  character   wh 
communicated  itself  to  his  whole  conduct ;  in  whatsoever  pursuit 
he  engaged,  he  entered  upon  it  with  his  whole    soul.       But   the 
profession  of  arms  had  been  always  his  favourite  study... . his  *Mife'8 
employment,  and  his  leisure's  charm."       Having  served  through 
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ovcTy'grnciation  of  rank,  almost  from  a  privtite,  up  to  .1  genoiat,' 
and  very  often  employtd  in  si-parate  and  independent  c^  m- 
mands,  he  was  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  minuticx?  of  dis- 
cipline. 

The  vcterail  of  a  peace  establislimcnt  is  too  apt,  from  the  want 
of  greater  objects,  to  narrow  his  mind  down  to  the  little  details  of 
a  military  life,  until,  at  length,  every  trifle  swells  up  into  ideal 
importance,  and  the  cut  of  a'  coat,  or  the  tving  of  a  neckcloth, 
seem;!  big  with  the  fate  of  nations.  Pike  was  extremely  alten 
tive  to  all  the  particulars,  even  to  the  most  minute  points,  of  dis- 
cipline and  dress,  yet  he  gave  them  their  due  importance,  and  no 
more. 

He  did  not  wish  to  degrade  the  soldier  into  a  mere  living  ma- 
chine, and  while  he  kept  up  the  strictest  discipline,  he  labouud  to 
make  his  men  feel  that  this  severity  arose  not  from  caprice  or  ill 
temper,  but  from  principle,  and  that  it  had  for  its  sole  object  their 
own  glory,  their  ease,  their  health  and  safety.  Careless  of 
P'-'pularity,  and  negligent  of  the  arts  by  which  good  will  is 
often  conciliated  where  there  is  no  real  esteem,  by  the  un- 
assuming simplicity  and'  frankness  of  his  manners,  and  the 
nndeviating  honour  of  his  conduct,  he  bound  to  himself 
the  hearts  of  all  around,  with  the  strong  ties  of  respect  and  af= 
fection.  : 

Thus  self  formed,  and  thus  situated,  the  eyes  of  the  army  were 
anxiously  cast  towards  him,  as  the  chosen  champion  who  was  to 
redeem  their  reputation  from  that  disgrace  with  which  it  tiad 
been  stained  by  a  long  series  of  disasters.  The  day  for  which 
his  heart  had  longpar'ted  at  length  arrived. ...a  bright  day  of  glory 
for  the  hero,  of  gloom  and  sorrow  to  his  Country.  He  was  select- 
ed for  the  command  of  the  land  forces  in  an  expedition  against 
York,  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,  and  on  the  25th  of  April  sail- 
ed from  Sacket's  Harbour  in  the  squadron  commanded  by  Commo 
dore  Chauncey. 

The  diy  before  the  expedition  sailed,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his 
father,  which  contains  these  prophetic  words  : 

"  I  embark  to-morrow  in  the  fleet  at  Sacket's  Harbour,  at  the 
head  of  a  column  of  1500  choice  troops,  on  a  «e'cret  expedition. 
If  success  attends  my  stf^ps,  honour  and  glory  await  my  name;  if 
defeat,  still  shall  it  be  said  that  we  died  like  brave  men,  and  con- 
ibrred  honour,  even  in  death,  on  the  American  name. 

*' Should  1  be  the  happv  mortal  destined  to  turn  the  scale  of 
war,  will  you  not  rejoice,  O  my  father  ?  May  heaven  be  propi- 
tious, and  smile  on  the  cause  of  my  country  !  But  if  we  are  des- 
tined to  fall,  may  my  fall  be  like  Wolfe's., ..to  sleep  in  the  arms  erf 
victorv/-' 
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Oil  the  27tli  of  April  General  Pike  arrived  at  York,  with  about 
seventeen  liuudred  chosen  men,  and  immediately  prepared  to 
land.  The  spot  which  was  selected  for  landing,  was  the  scite  of 
an  old  French  fort  called  Torento,  of  which  scarcely  any  ves- 
tiges now  remain.  The  plan  of  attack  was  formed  by  Gen.  Pike 
himself,  and  clearly  and  minutely  detailed  in  his  general  orders, 
which  were  directed  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  corps;  every 
field  officer  was  also  directed  to  carry  a  copy  of  them,  in  order 
that  he  might  at  any  moment  refer  to  them,  and  give  explana- 
tions to  his  subordinates.  Every  thing  was  arranged,  and  every 
probable  exigency  provided  for,  with  admirable  method  and  pre- 
cision. 

There  is  one  paragraph  of  these  orders  which  breathes 
so  much  of  its  own  spirit,  that  v;e  cannot  forbear  from  ex- 
tracting it.  It  is  deeply  stamped  with  that  unity  of  cha- 
racter which  was  visible  throughout  all  his  actions,  and  which  is, 
in  truth,  one  of  the  strongest  mark*  of  a  povverfi;!  and  origina? 
mind. 

"  No  man  will  load  until  ordered,  except  the  light  troops  in 
front,  until  vxithin  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy,  and  then  charge 
bayonets;  thus  letting  the  enemy  see  that  we  can  meet  their; 
with  their  own  weapons.  Any  man  tiring  or  quitting  his  post 
without  orders  must  be  put  to  instant  death,  as  an  example  mav" 
be  necessary.  Platoon  otficers  will  pay  the  greatest  attention  to 
the  coolness  and  aim  of  their  men  hi  the  fire  ;  their  regularity 
and  dressing  in  the  charge  The  field  officers  vill  watch  over 
the  conduct  of  the  whole.  Courage  and  bravery  in  the  field  do 
not  more  distinguish  the  soldier  than  humanity  after  victory  ;  and 
whatever  examples  the  savage  allies  of  our  enemies  may  have 
given  us,  the  general  confidently  hopes,  that  the  blood  of  an  un-' 
resisti  g  or  yielding  enemy  will  never  stain  the  weapons  of  the 
soldiers  of  his  column.  Property  must  be  held  sacred ;  and  any 
soldier  who  shall  so  far  neglect  the  honour  of  his  profession  as  to 
be  guilty  of  plundering  the  inhabitants,  shall,  if  convicted,  be  pu- 
nished with  death.  But  the  commanduig  general  assures  the 
troops,  that  should  they  capture  a  large  quantity  of  public  stores, 
he  will  use  his  best  endeavours  to  procure  them  a  reward  from 
his  government." 

A?  soon  as  the  debarkation  commenced,  a  body  of  British 
grenadiers  was  paraded  on  the  shore,  and  the  Glengary  fencibles^^ 
a  local  force  which  had  been  disciplined  with  great  care,  and 
has  repeatedly  proved  itself  fully  equal  to  any  regular  force  ap- 
peared at  another  point.  Large  bodies  of  Indians  were  also 
seen   in    different  directions,    while    others    filled    the    wood* 
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which  skirted  the  shoie.  General  Sheaffe  commanded  m  per- 
son. 

Forsyth's  riflemen  were  the  first  to  land,  which  they  effected 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  rifles  from  the  Indians  and 
British.  As  soon  as  the  fire  from  the  shore  had  commenced. 
Major  Forsyth  had  ordered  his  men  to  rept  a  few  moments 
upon  theij  oars,  and  return  the  fire.  At  this  moment  Gen.  Pike 
was  standing  upon  the  deck  of  his  ship.  He  saw  the  pause  of 
his  first  division,  and,  impatient  at  the  delay,  exclaimed,  "  I  can 
stay  here  no  longer,  come,  jump  into  the  boat;"  and,  springing 
into  it,  followed  by  his  stafl^,  was  immediately  rowed  into  the 
thickest  of  the  fire. 

The  infantry  had  foUoVvcd  the  riflemen,  and  formed  in  platoons 
as  soon  as  they  reached  the  ?hore.  Gen.  Pike  took  the  command 
of  the  first  platoon  which  he  reached,  and  ordered  the  whole  to 
prepare  for  a  charge.  They  mounted  the  bank^  and  the  eneray^ 
after  a  short  conflict,  broke  at  once,  and  fled  in  disorder  towards 
the  works. 

At  that  moment  the  sound  of  Forsyth's  bugles  was  heard,  an- 
nouncing his  success  at  another  point.  Its  effect  upon  the  Indians 
was  almost  electrical ;  they  gave  a  horrible  yell,  and  fled  in  every 
direction. 

The  whole  force,  being  now  landed  and  collected,  was  again 
formed  and  led  on  by  Gen.  Pike  in  person  to  attack  the  enemy's 
works.  They  advanced  through  the  woods,  and  after  carrying 
one  battery  by  assault,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  moved  on  ia 
columns  towards  the  main  work.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was 
soon  silenced  by  cur  artillery,  and  a  flag  of  surrender  was  ex- 
pected, when  a  terrible  explosion  suddenly  took  place  from  the 
British  magazine,  which  had  been  previousl}-^  prepared  for  this 
purpose. 

Pike,  after  aiding  in  removing  a  wounded  man  with  his  own 
hands,  had  sat  down  on  the  stump  of  a  tree  with  a  British  ser- 
geant, who  had  been  taken,  and  was  employed  with  Captain 
Nicholson  and  one  of  his  aids,  in  examining  the  prisoner.  The 
explosion  was  tremendous;  an  immense  quantity  of  large  stones 
were  thrown  in  every  direction  with  terrible  force,  and  scattered 
destruction  and  confusion  around  among  our  troops.  The  gene- 
ral, his  aid,  Captain  Nicholson,  and  the  prisoner,  fell  together,  all 
except  the  aid  mortally  wounded.  General  Pike  had  been  struck 
on  the  breast  by  a  heavy  stone.  Shortly  after  he  received  the 
blow,  he  said  to  his  wounded   aid,  "  I  am   mortally   wounded.... 

write  to  my  friend  D ,  and  tell  him  what  you  know  of  the 

battle,  and  to  comfort  my ."       In  the  same  broken  manner 

he  afterwards  added  several  other  requests  relating  to  his  private 
affairs. 
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I'he  troops  were  instantly  formed  again;  as  a  body  of  them 
passed  their  wounded  general,  he  said,  **  Push  on,  brave  fellows, 
and  avenge  your  general."  While  the  surgeons  were  carrying 
him  out  of  the  field,  a  tumultuous  huzza  was  heard  from  our 
troops;  Pike  turned  his  head  vviih  an  anxious  look  of  inquiry ; 
he  was  told  by  a  sergeant,  **  The  British  union  jack  is  coming 
4o\vT),  general. ...the  stars  are  going  up."  He  heaved  a  heavy 
sigh,  and  smiled.  He  was  then  carried  on  board  the  comma- 
dore's  ship,  where  he  lingered  for  a  few  hours.  Just  before  he 
breathed  his  last,  the  British  standard  was  brought  to  him ;  he 
made  a  sign  to  have  it  placed  under  his  head,  and  expired  with- 
out a  groan. 

The  death  of  General  Pike,  at  such  a  period,  was  a  great  pub- 
lic misfortune ;  his  countrymen  did  not  know  half  the  extent  of 
their  loss.  Pike  was  plain  and  uniuiposing  in  his  appearance  and 
manners,  and  to  the  world  seemed  little  more  than  an  active  and 
intelligent  soldier ;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  say  what  height  of  mili- 
tary excellence  may  not  have  been  reached  by  a  mind  like  his, 
stimulated  by  high-soaring  ambition,  braced  up  by  principle  to  ha- 
bitual dignity  of  thought,  and  constantly  expanding  its  views,  en- 
larging its  resources,  and  unfolding  its  powers,  by  its  own  native 
and  unwearied  energy. 

Gallant  spirit !  It  was  thine  to  wash  out  with  thy  life-blood  the 
foul  remembrance  of  our  country's  shame. ...of  those  disgraces 
which  had  blasted  her  honour,  and  tarnished  the  ancient  glories 
of  her  arms.  It  was  thine,  in  life,  in  death,  to  give  to  your  com- 
panions in  arms  a  great  example  of  chivalrous  honour  and  heroic 
courage;  it  was  thine  to  lead  them  to  the  threshold  of  the  tem- 
ple of  fame,  and  bid  them  enter  on  a  long  career  of  glory. 

Gallant  spirit !  Thy  country  will  not  forget  thee.... thou  shalt 
have  a  noble  memory.  When  a  grateful  nation  confers  upon  the 
heroes  of  Niagara  and  Erie  the  laurels  they  have  so  nobly  earned, 
she  will  bid  them  remember  that  those  laurels  were  first  gather- 
ed on  the  shores  of  York,  and  were  watered  by  the  blood  of  a 
hero ;  and  hereafter,  when  our  children  and  our  children's  chil- 
dren  shall  read  the  story  of  patriots  and  heroes  who  have  greatly 
fallen  in  the  arms  of  victory,  when  their  eyes  glisten  and  their 
young  hearts  throb  wildly  at  the  kindling  theme,  they  will  close 
the  volume  which  tells  of  Epaminondas,  of  Sidney,  or  of  Wolfe, 
and  proudly  exclaim,  *^  And  we,  too,  had  our  Montgomery  and 
our  Pike." 

[Analectic  Magazine. 
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CH  APT  Ell  XV  i. 


Capture  of  forts  Geoi-gr  and  Erie... .Battle  at  Stoney  Creek-.,... 
Defeat  of  Col.  Bocrstler,... Defeat  of  the  enemy  at  SaclceVs 
Harbour. 

Capture  of  forts  George  and  Erie. ...The  army  re-embarked  at 
York,  and  proceeded  to  Niagara  to  effect  the  third  object  of  the 
«?xpedition,  where  they  arrived  on  the  8th  of  May.  Some  little 
time  was  necessary  to  put  the  army  in  condition  for  the  attack  of 
fort  George,  and  also  to  bring  on  reinforcements  from  Sacket's 
Harbour  and  other  places.  On  the  27th  the  attack  was  made  and 
succeeded  most  gloriously.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  thf: 
otl^cial  account : 

"  Head  Uuniters,  Fort  George,  "> 
"Upper  Canada,  May  27,  1813  3 
"The  light  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Scott  and 
Major  Forsyth  landed  this  morning  at  y  o'clock.  Major  General 
Lewis's  division,  with  Colonel  Porter's  command  of  light  artille- 
ry, supported  them.  General  Boyd's  brigade  landed  immediately 
after  the  light  troops,  and  Generals  Winder  and  Chandler  follow- 
ed in  quick  succession.  The  landing  was  warmly  and  obstinately 
disputed  by  the  British  forces;  but  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  of 
our  troops  soon  compelled  them  to  give  ground  in  every  direction. 
General  Chandler  with  the  reserve  (composed  of  his  brigade  and 
Col.  Macomb'5  artillery)  covered  the  whole.  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey  had  made  the  most  judicious  arrangements  for  silencing  the 
enemy's  batteries  near  the  landing.  The  army  is  under  the  great- 
est obhgations,  to  that  able  naval  commander,  for  his  indefatiga- 
ble exertions,  in  co-operation  in  all  its  important  movements,  and 
especiaUy  in  its  operations  this  day.  Our  batteries  succeeded  in 
rendering  fort  George  untenable  ;  and  when  the  enemy  had  been 
beaten  from  his  position,  and  found  it  necessary  to  re-enter  it,  after 
iiring  a  few  gun*:,  and  setting  fire  to  the  magazines,  which  soon 
exploded,  moved  off  rapidly  by  different  routes.  Our  light  troops 
purcued  them  several  miles.  The  troops  having  been  under  arms 
from  one  o''clock  in  the  morning,  were  too  much  exhausted  for 
any  further  pursuit.  We  are  now  in  possession  of  fort  George 
and  its  immediate  dependencies  ;  to-morrow  we  shall  proceed  fur- 
ther on.  The  behavior  of  our  troops,  both  officers  and  men,  en- 
•'itles  thera  to  the  highest  praise  ;  and  the  difference  in  our  loss 
-'.vith  that  of  the  enemy,  when  we  consider  the  advantages  his  po- 
sitions afforded  him,  is  astonishing.  We  had  seventeen  killed  and 
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^Torty  live  wounded.  The  enemy  had  niiwtv  killed  and  one  hun- 
.^red  and  --iixty  wounded,  of  the  regular  troops.  Wt;  have  taken 
on«^  hu'idrcd  prisoners,  exclusive  of  the  wounded.  Colonel  Mey- 
ers, of  the  49th,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  Of  yrs,  only 
on  J  commissioned  officer  was  killed.  Lieutenant  Hobart,  of  tl^e 
■  Fight  artillery  " 

Return  of  the  loss  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ad- 
tion  of  the  27fh  May,  1813. 
The  lifrht  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Scott—- 
Capt.  Roach  of  the  23d  infantry  wounded  ;  Lieut.  Swearingen,do.'s 
23  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  killed  ;  64  do.  wound- 
ed—total 89. 

Gen.  Lewises  divisio-a — 1st.  or  Boyd's  brigade,Lieut  H.  A.  Ho- 
bart killed ;  rank  and  file,  1  wounded. 

Ofi  regt.  of   infintry,  Capt.  Arrowsmith,  vv'ounded  ;  rank  and 
file.  6  killed,  16  wounded. 

15th  regt.  inf.  Major  King,  wounded  ;  rank  and  file,  I  killed,  6 
woi:nded. 

16th  regt.  inf.  Capt.  Steel,  wounded  ;  rank  and  file,   8  killed, 
0  wounded. 

NVv/-York  %'olunteer8,  rank  and  file,  4  wounded. 
2*i,  or  Winder^s  brigade — Rank  and  file,  6  wounded, 
3d,  or  Chandler's  brigade — None. 
Of  the    wounded,  but  61  have  been  sent  to  the  hospital.     The 
wounds  of  the  others  were  very  slight. 

Rtuturn  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  taken, 
in  the  action  of  the  27th  May,  1813. 
/fi«pd— 108. 

Prisoners. — Wounded^  1  colonel,  3  subalterns,   7  seigeants 
and  152  rank  and  file — 163,     Not  ivounded,  1   captain,  1  subaf 
fero,  1  surgeon,  8  cergeaots  and  102  rank  and  file — 115. 
Loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded     380 
Militia  paroled         -         ...         go 7 

Total  loss         -         -         -        '         -     89,3 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  fort  George,  the  enemy  evacuated  for-i 
Erie,  which  was  immediately  occupied  by  the  American  armyjand 
retired  to  a  place  called  the  Beaver  Dams,  where  they  had  large 
stores  of  provisions  and  ammunition.  They  however,  in  a  few 
days,  retired  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  were  pursued  by  Gens. 
Chandler  and  Winder,  On  the  5th  of  June  they  took  a  position 
'for  the  night  beyond  Stony  Creek,  near  the  retreating  British  an- 
iJjnfyi     In  this  position  they  were  attacked  abont  2  o'clock  the  nex* 

2,C 
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morning,  and  succeeded  in  repulsing  the  enemy,  but  with  the  ios^ 
of  Gens.  Chandler  and  Winder. 

The  particulars  of  this  affair  will  be  found  in  the  following  ex- 
tjact  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Burn  : 

"\n  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  our  advance  guard,  consisting  of 
the  light  infantry,  und'  r  the  command  of  Captains  flindman.  Bid- 
die  and  Nicholas,  a  part  of  the  rifle  corps  undt  r  Captain  Lytle,  and 
a  detachment  of  the  2d  dragoons  under  Captain  Selden,  com- 
menced a  sharp  skirmish  with  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  said  to 
be  a  detachment  of  the  49th  regiment,  which  soon  retreated,  cov- 
ered by  a  thick  woods,  having,  hovvevir,  several  wounded  on 
both  sides,  and  one  dragoon  horse  kilkd.  In  the  evening  our  ad- 
vance returned  behind  Stony  creek,  where  the  army  took  a  posi- 
tion for  the  night.  The  light  infantry,  and  part  of  the  rifle  corps 
on  the  right  of  the  25th  regiment,  formed  the  right  wing.  The 
artillery,  under  Captains  Towson  and  L.  Leonard,  the  centre.  The 
5th,  16th,  23d,  and  some  riflemen,  the  left  wing,and  the  cavalry 
in  the  rear.  A  strong  picket  guard  was  posted  some  distance  in 
front,  also  strong  flank  and  rear  guards  in  such  manner  as  to  sur- 
round the  whole  encampment  with  sentinels — the  troops  lay  un- 
der arms  without  any  covering.  Our  numbers  in  tht  field  dic^ 
not  exceed  one  thousand.  Three  hundred  effectives  of  the  13th 
and  14th  regiments  having  encamped  on  the  borders  of  the  lake, 
about  three  miles  distant,  for  the  protection  of  the  boats.  The  en- 
emy forced  our  picket  and  attacked  us  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  (which  was  very  dark)  with  their  army  and  Indians,  ex- 
pecting, no  doubt,  to  throw-  us  mto  confusion.  Their  views  were, 
in  this  instance,  however,  completely  frustrated,  and  when  the  day 
dawned,  none  were  to  be  seen  except  their  killed  and  vk-'ounded, 
who  covered  the  field  of  battle.  The  attack  began  on  our  right, 
and  was  gallantly  repelled  by  the  fire  of  the  light  troops  and 
25th  regiment,  commanded  by  Major  Smith.  In  a  few  minutes 
it  became  general  along  the  whole  line,  and  was  nobly  returned 
by  the  artillery  of  the  centre,  commanded  by  Captains  Towson  and 
L.  Leonard,  and  again  by  the  troops  of  the  left  wing,  viz.  the  5th, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Milton,  the  23d,  commanded  by  Major 
Armstrong,  and  the  IGih.  The  fire  continued  with  little  intermis- 
sion for  one  hour,  during  which  time  the  enemy  attempted  by  fre- 
quent charges,  to  break  our  line,  but  without  effect,  being  obliged 
to  give  way  by  the  well  directed  fire  of  our  brave  troops. 

'« The  13th  and  14th  regiments  (which  had  been  detached  the 
preceding  evening)  were  active  in  making  prisoners,  and  advan- 
ced with  much  ardor  to  the  field  in  hopes  of  sharing  with  the  gal- 
lant 5th  and  25th,  23d  and  light  troops,  the  glory  of  another  com- 
bat. But  the  unfortunate  captureof  Brigadier  Generals  Chandler 
ajid  Winder,  who  were  taken  in  the  action  unknown  to  any  part 
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of  the  armv,  and  hurried  into  the  enemy's  lines,  prevented  the  fu- 
ture operations  from  being  carried  into  efft-ct  with  the  promptitude 
which  would  assuredly  have  taken  place  had  either  of  those  offi- 
cers been  present  to  command. 
*'  You  will  be  surprized  to  find  our  loss  so  small. ...that  of  the  ene- 
my exceeds  ours  much  ;  they  lost  in  killed  about  sixty,  many 
wounded,  and  upvards  of  seventy  prisoners,  all  regulars  and  prin- 
cipally of  the  49th  regiment.  Several  of  their  officers  were  kil- 
led,  wounded  and  missing.  A  flag  was  sent  by  Col.  Kervey,  ask- 
ing permission  to  make  enquiries  for  them  ;  also  to  be  allowed  to 
send  a  surgeon  to  attend  their  own  wounded,  which  I  readily 
granted.  On  the  return  of  day-light,  I  found  the  command  of 
the  army  had  devolved  on  me,  and  being  at  a  loss  what  steps  to 
pursue  in  the  unpleasant  dilemma,  occasioned  by  the  capture  of 
our  generals  ;  finding  the  ammunition  of  many  of  the  troops  near- 
ly expended,  I  had  recourse  to  a  council  of  the  field  officers  pres- 
ent, of  whom  a  majority  coincided  in  opinion  with  me  that  we 
ought  to  retire  to  our  former  position  at  the  Forty-mile  Creek, 
where  we  could  be  supplied  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  and 
cither   advance  or  remain  until  further  orders. 

"  Every  aid  was  afforded  by  the  stuff.  The  assistant  adjutant 
generaljMajor  Johnson,and  Brigade  Majors  Jones  and  Wartenby 
exerted  themselves  in  rendering  all  the  assistance  in  their  power* 
^^  The  army,  on  this  occasion,  has  proved  its  firmness  and  brave- 
ry, by  keeping  its  position  in  a  night  attack,  in  which  the  yells  of 
the  Indians,  mingled  with  the  roar  of  cannon  and  musketry,  were 
calculated  to  intimidate.  The  enemy  charged  repeatedly,  and 
so  dark  was  the  night  that  our  army  could  not  distinguish  friend 
from  foe  ;  in  one  of  those  they  succeeded  in  carrying  off  a  six 
pounder,  a  howitzer  and  a  caisson,  to  the  great  mortification  of 
our  brave  artillery.  I  presume  it  was  on  that  occasion  also  that 
we  lost  our  generals,  who  were  distinctly  heard  encouraging  our 
men  to  fight.  The  squadron  of  dragoons  remained  formed  and 
steady  at  their  post,  but  could  not  act  on  account  of  the  darkness 
of  the  night  and  the  thickness  of  the  adjacent  woods.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  the  troops  generally,  but  too  much  praise  cannot 
be  said  of  the  conduct  of  the  6th  and  26th  regiments." 

About  this  time  the  British  fleet  on  lake  Ontario  having  been  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  a  new  vessel,  appeared  on  the  lake,  and 
cut  off  the  water  communication  of  that  part  of  the  army  with  fort 
George.  The  situation  ot  the  army  was  therefore  critical,  and  it 
became  necessary  that  it  should  retreat  to  fort  George.  This  was 
conducted  by  General  Lewis,  who  was  about  this  time  invested 
with  the  command  of  the  army  in  consequence  of  the  ill  health 
of  General  Dearborn,  not  however  without  some  small  loss  ic 
'laggage  and  prisoners. 
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Defeat  of  Colonel  Boerstler On  the  2id,  Colonel  HoergXlei,^ 

with  about  600  men,  was  ordtred  to  march  to  a  plact  called  the 
Beaver  Danis^  to  attack  and  disp(  r?e  a  bod)  of  the  enemy  collect- 
ed there.  The  following  is  aa  extract  from  the  official  account, 
dated  June  26th  : 

"On  the  23d,  at  evening,  Lieut.  Colonel  Boerstler,  with  670 
aien,  ii.fantr},  artilier},  cavalry,  and  riflemen,  in  due  proportion, 
was  ordered  to  march,  by  the  way  of  Q.ueenstown,  to  a  place 
called  the  Beaver  Dams,  on  the  high  ground,  about  eight  or  nine 
miles  from  Uueejistowu,  to  attack  and  disperse  a  body  of  the  ene- 
m}  collected  there  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  provisions,  and 
barrassing  those  inhabitants  who  are  considered  friendly  to  the 
United  States:  their  force  was,  from  the  most  direct  informa- 
tion, composed  of  one  company  of  the  104th  regiment,  above  80 
strong ;  from  150  to  2{  0  militia,  and  from  40  to  60  Indians.  At 
eight  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  within  about  two  miles  of 
the  Beaver  I>ams,  our  detachment  was  attacked  from  an  ambus- 
cade, but  soon  drove  the  enemy  some  distance  into  the  woods, 
and  then  retired  to  a  clear  field,  and  sent  an  express  for  a  rein- 
forcement, saying,  he  would  maintain  his  position  until  reinforced. 
A  reinforcement  of  300  men  marched  immediately  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Chrystie,but  on  arriving  at  Q,ueenstown,  Colonel 
Chrystie  received  authentic  information  that  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Boerstler  with  his  command  had  surrendered  to  the  enemy,  and 
the  reinforcement  returned  to  camp.  A  man  who  belonged  to  a 
small  corps  of  mounted  volunteer  riflemen,  came  in  on  the  25th, 
who  stated,  that  the  enemy  surrounded  our  detachment  in  the 
woods,  and  towards  12  o'clock  commenced  a  general  attack  ; 
that  our  troops  fought  more  than  two  hours,  until  the  artillery  had 
expended  the  whole  of  its  ammunition,  and  then  surrendered,  and" 
at  the  time  of  the  surrender  the  informant  made  his  escape." 

Subjoined  is  an  account,  taken  from  an  authentic  source,  con- 
taining many  additional  particulars  of  Col.  Boerstler's  defeat : 

"  On  the  23d  of  June,  a  party  of  the  regular  troops  (consisf- 
hig  of  600  infantry  and  20  light  dragooHs,)  under  the  commani" 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstler,  together  with  44  mounted  riflemen,  com- 
posed of  militia  from  the  country,  under  Major  Chapin,  were  de- 
tached from  the  American  encampment  at  Fort  George,  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  off  the  supplies  of  the  enemy,  and  breaking  up 
the  small  encampments  they  were  forming  through  the  country. 
Oi.  the  24th,about  9  miles  west  of  Queenstown,  they  were  attack- 
ed by  a  body  of  above  600  Indians  and  nearly  a  hundred  regu- 
lars, who  lay  concealed  in  the  woods  near  the  road  they  were 
passing.  The  attack  commenced  on  the  dragoons,  who  were 
slaced  in  the  rear.     The  infantry,  was  soon  brought  into  a  positiooi 
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:©  return  the  enemy's  fire  to  advantage,  and  succeeded  in  driving, 
them  .-ome  distance  into  the  woods.  In  a  short  time  the  Indiana 
having  taken  a  circuitous  route,  appeared  in  front  and  opened  a 
fire  upon  the  mounted  riflemen,  who  were  stationed  there.  Here 
they  inet  with  so  warm  a  reception,  that  they  were  compelled  a 
second  time  to  retreat  in  much  haste.  After  this  every  exertion 
was  made  to  draw  the  Indians  from  the  woods, to  the  open  ground, 
but  without  much  effect.  The  few  who  were  bold  enough  to 
vetiture,  were  handled  so  roughly  that  they  soon  returned  to  their 
lurki'jg  places.  In  the  mean  wnile  the  enemy  were  receiving, 
considerable  reinforcements,  which  at  length  gave  them  a  superi- 
ority. A  retreat  for  a  short  distance  was  ordered,  and  effected 
with  vpry  little  loss.  The  Indians  soon  made  their  appearance  up- 
on our  right  and  left,  and  the  regulars  and  some  militia  in  front  z 
our  troops  were  formed  into  close  columns  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  themselves  a  way  through  the  enemy  with  their  bayonets. 
At  this  juncture  a  British  oflficer  rode  up  and  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  the  American  party.  The  demand  was  made,  he  said,, 
to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood.  He  asserted  upon  his  honor,  and 
declared  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  the  British  regular  force 
was  double  that  of  the  American,  and  that  the  Indians  were  700 
in  number.  Lieut.  Col.  Boerstier  under  a  belief  of  these  facts,  and 
thinking  it  impracticable  to  get  off  the  wounded,  whom  he  was 
unwilling  to  abandon  to  the  mercy  of  the  savages,  and  deeming  it 
extremely  uncertain  whether  a  retreat  could  be  effected,  thought 
proper  to  agree  to  terms  of  capitulation,  which  were  at  length, 
signed  by  himself  on  the  one  part,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Bishop  on  the 
other. 

"  By  these  it  was  stipulated  that  the  wounded  should  be  takei3< 
good  care  of,  the  otficr-rs  permitted  to  retain  their  side  arms,  pri- 
vate property  to  be  respeeted,  and  militia  to  be  paroled  and  per- 
mitted to  return  home  immediately.  The  articles  of  capitulation. 
were  no  sooner  signed  than  they  were  violated.  The  Indians  im- 
mediately commemced  their  depredations  and  plundered  tne  ofticert 
of  their  side  arms.  The  soldiers  too  were  stripped  of  every  arti- 
cle of  clothin>^,  to  which  the  Indians  took  a  fancy,,  such  as  hats^ 
coats,  shoes,  &c.  It  is  impossible  to  give  any  correct  account  of. 
the  killed  and  wounded,  as  tne  enemy  did  not  furnish  a  list.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  is  supposed  to  be  much  greater  than  ours.  Be- 
tween 30  and  40  Indians  were  counted  that  lay  dead  on  the  field. 
From  their  known  practice  of  carrymg  off  their  killed  and  wound- 
ed, it  is  believed  they  must  have. suffered  severely.  The  regular 
troops  were  in  a  few  da}s  sent  to  Kingston. 

"  Major  Chapin  and  his  corps  were  detained  under  guard  at  the 
head  of  L^ke  Ontario,  and  no  attention  paid  to  that  article  which 
provided  for  their  heiiig  p;iroled.  On  the  12ih  July  they  were 
-^dered  down  the  Lake   to  Kmgston  ;  for  wkdcn  place  they  were 
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embarked  iri  two  boats  accompanied  by  a  guard  of  men  under  the 
command  of  a  lieutenant.  Thirteen  of  the  men  with  the  lieuten- 
ant were  stationed  in  the  forward  boat  with  Major  Chapin,  ani? 
the  other  officers,  while  the  remaining  two  (a  seijeant  and  one 
man)  took  the  direction  of  the  other  boat,  which  contained  the 
soldiers.  An  agreement  had  been  entered  into  previous  to  their 
departure,  of  seizing  the  first  opportunity  that  ofTered,  to  regain 
their  liberty,  which  they  determined  to  effect  or  die  in  the  attempt. 
When  they  were  within  about  12  miles  of  York,  the  boat  which 
was  filled  with  the  prisoners,  was  rowed  by  them  along  side  the 
other,  under  the  pretence  of  talking  something  to  drink.  The  sig- 
nal being  given,  they  sprang  upon  the  guard,  who  little  expected 
such  a  manoeuvre,  and  in  a  short  time  disarmed  them,  and 
gained  posse'?sion  of  the  boats.  They  immediately  altered  their 
course  from  Kingston  to  fort  Niagara,  and  after  rowing  hard  for 
most  of  the  night,  and  escaping  with  difficulty  from  one  of  the  en- 
emy's schooners  which  gave  them  chase,  arrived  in  safety,  with 
their  prisoners." 

Defeat  of  the  enemy  at  SackeVs  Harbor While  the  Amer- 
ican army  and  fleet  were  employed  in  the  expedition  against 
York  and  fort  George,  the  enemy  fitted  out  an  expedition 
against  Sacket's  Harbor,  hoping,  at  this  moment,  from  the 
reduced  state  of  the  garrison  at  that  place,  to  carry  it :  but 
they  were  gallantly  met  by  General  Brown,  and  repulsed.  The 
'following  is  the  official  account  of  the  battle: 

Head  Quarters,  Sacket's  Harbor, ) 
June    1,   1813.  J 

SIR — You  will  have  received  my  despatch  of  the  29th  ult. 
written  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  slating  generally,  that  this 
post  had  been  attacked  by  Sir  George  Prevost,  and  that  we  had 
succeeded  in  repulsing  him,  principally  owing  to  the  gallantry  of 
Col.  Backus  and  the  regular  troops  under  his  command.  Now  I 
beg  leave  to  offer  to  you   the  events  of  that   day  more   in  detail. 

On  the  25th  ultimo,  1  received  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn, 
requesting  me  to  repair  to  this  post  for  the  purpose  of  taking  com- 
mand. Knowing  that  Lieut.  Col.  Backu.<,  an  officer  of  the  first  re- 
giment of  dragoons,  and  of  experience,  was  here,  I  hesitated,  as  I 
would  do  no  act  which  might  wound  his  feelings.  In  the  night 
of  the  27th  I  received  a  note  from  this  officer,  by  Major  Swan, 
d(  puty  quarter-masier-general,  joming  in  the  request  already  made 
by  Major  General  Dearborn.  I  could  no  longer  hesitate,  and  ac- 
cordingly arrived  at  this  post  early  in  the  morning  of  tlie  28th. 
These  circumstaivces  will  explain  how  I  came  to  be  in  command 
upon  this  occasion.  Knowing  well  the  ground,  my  arrangements 
for  defence,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  were  soon  made. 
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ill  the  course  of  the  inoriiing  of  the  28th,  Lieut.  Chauncey,  of 
the  nav)',  came  in  fiom  the  lake,  firing  guns  of  alarm.  Those  of 
the  same  character,  intended  to  bring  in  the  militia,  were  fl'td 
from  the  posts.  The  enemy's  fleet  soon  after  appeared  accompa- 
nied by  a  large  number  of  boats.  Believing  that  he  would  land; 
on  the  peninsula,  commonly  called  Horse  Island,  I  determined  t€» 
meet  hun  at  the  water's  edge  with  such  militia  as  I  could  collect 
and  the  Albany  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Col. 
Mills  ;  Lieut.  Col.  Backus,  with  the  regulars;  formed  a  second  line; 
the  care  of  Fort  Tompkins  was  committed  to  the  regular  artille- 
rists and  some  volunteers,  and  that  of  Navy  Point  to  Lieut.  Chaun-! 
cey  of  the  navy.  It  driven  from  my  position,  Lieut.  Col.  Backus 
was  ordered  to  advance  and  meet  the  head  of  the  enemy's  col- 
umn, while  rall}ing  my  corps.  I  was  to  fall  on  its  flanks.  If  un- 
able here  to  resist  the  encniy's  attack,  Lieut.  Chauncey  was  in 
that  case  to  destroy  the  stores,  he.  and  retire  to  ttie  south  shjre 
of  the  bay,  east  of  Fort  Volunteer,  while  I  proceeded  to  occupy 
that  foit  as  our  dernier  resort. 

In  the  course  of  the  27th  and  during  the  nights  of  the  28th  and 
29th  ultimo,  a  considerable  militia  force  came  in,  and  were  order- 
ed to  the  water  side  near  Horse  Island, on  which  was  Lieut.  CoL 
Mills  and  his  volunteers.  Our  strength  at  this  point  was  now 
500  men. ...all  anxious  for  battle,  as  far  as  profession  would  go. 
The  moment  it  was  light  enough  to  discover  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  we  found  his  ships  in  line  between  Horse  Island  and  Stony 
Point,  and  in  a  fevv  minutes  afterwards  33  large  boats  filled  with 
troops,  came  oflT  to  the  Larger  Indian  or  Garden  Island,  under  cov- 
er of  the  fire  of  his  gun  boats.  My  ordf-rs  were,  that  the  troops 
should  lie  close  and  reserve  their  fire  till  <^he  enemy  had  approach- 
ed so  near  that  every  shot  might  hit  its  object.  It  is,  howtver, 
impossible  to  execute  such  orders  with  raw  troops  unaccustomed 
to  subordination.  My  orders  were  in  this  case  disobeyed.  The 
whole  line  fired,  and  not  without  effect. ...but  m  the  moment  while 
I  was  contemplating  this,  to  ray  utter  astonishment,  they  rose 
from  their  cover  and  fled.  Col.  Mills  tell  gallantly  in  brave  but 
in  vain  endeavors  to  stop  his  men.  I  was  personally  moie  fortu- 
nate. Gathering  together  about  100  aiilitia,  under  the  immedi- 
afe  Command  of  Capt.  M'Nitt  of  that  corps,  we  threw  ourselves 
on  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  flank,  and  I  trust,  did  some  execution. 
It  was  during  this  last  movement  that  the  regulars  under  Col. 
Backus  first  engaged  the  enemy,  nor  was  it  long  before  they  de- 
bated him. 

Hurrying  to  this  point  of  action,  I  found  the  battle  still  raging, 
but  with  obvious  advantage  on  our  side.  The  result  of  the  action, 
«o  glorious  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  army,  has  al- 
ri§gdy  been  comraanicated  in  my  letter  of  the  5^9th,    H^d  not  Gen. 
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Prevost   retreated   most   rapidly  under  the  guns  of  his  vessels, -bc 
would  never  have  returned  to  Kingston. 

One  thing  in  this  business  is  to  be  seriously  regretted.  In  the 
midst  of  the  conflict,  fire  was  ordered  to  be  set  to  the  navy  bar- 
racks and  stores.  This  was  owing  to  the  infamous  conduct  of 
those  who  brought  information  to  Lieut.  Ch^iuncey,  that  the  batile 
'vvas  lost,  and  that  to  prevent  the  stores  from  falling  into  the  eue- 
-my's  hands,  they  must  be  destroyed. 

The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  1000  picked  men,  led  by  Sir 
George  Prevost  in  person.  Their  fleet  consisted  ol  the  new  ship 
Wolfe,  the  Royal  George,  the  Prince  Regent,  Earl  of  Moira,  two 
armed  schooners,  and  their  gun  and  other  boats. 

Of  the  officers  who  distinguished  themselves,  I  cannot  but  re- 
peat the  name  of  Lieut.  Col.  Backus,  who,  praised  be  God  !  ^et 
lives.  ' C«pt.  M'Nitt-s  conduct  was  noble;  he  well  deserves  to  be 
placed  in  the  regular  array.  Maj.  Swann,  of  the  army,  served  as 
my  adjutant  general,  and  was  highly  useful.  Lieut.  Chauncej  is 
a  brave  and  honourable  man.  To  him  no  blame  can  attach  for 
what  happened  at  the'Nr.vy  Point.  He  was  deceived.  Lt.  Col. 
Tuttle  was  in  march  for  this  post,  but  with  every  exertion  was 
unable  to  reach  it  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  action.  This  is  felt 
b\  the  colonel  and  every  officer  of  his  detachment,  as  a  misfor- 
Suae. 

At  the  moment  I  am  closing  this  communication.  Com.  Chaun- 
cey  has  arrived  with  his  squadron.  This  renders  my  longer  slay 
here  unnecessary.  I  shall  therefore  immediately  return  to  my 
'home. 

1  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  the  N.  York  Militia. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  at  War. 

Keport  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  the  action  of  the  29th 
May,  1813,  at  Sacket'jj  Harbor. 

Killed 20  privates,  regulars,  and  1  volunteer. 

Wounded 1  lieut.  colonel,  S  second  lieutenants,  1  ensign,  7 

sion-commissioned  officers,  1  musician  and   68   privates,  regulars, 
,  and  1  musician  and  2  privates  volunteers. 

Missing 2  non  commissioned  officers,   7  privates,  regulars ; 

1  non  commissioned  officer,  1   musician  and   15  privates,  volun- 
teers. 

Aggregate  loss 110  regulars  and   21   volunteers;    number 

not  known,  but  not  to  exceed  25  militia.     Total  156. 

About  400  of  the  regular  troops  sustained  the  heat  of  the  ac- 
tion  ;  these  consisted  chiefly  of  the  1st  regiment  of  light  dragoons, 
.  some  of  the  9th,  2l8t,  and  a  few  of  the  23d  infantry,  3d  and  ligtjt 
r.^rtillerj'. 
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;iloport  of  the  enemy's  loss  In  the  action  of  the  29th  May,  18 13, 
at  Sacket's  Harbor. 

Adjutant-General  Gray,  Col.  Moody,  Maj.  Edwards,  1  captain 
and  25  rank  and  file  found  dead  in  the  iield. 

2  c  iptains  and  20  rank  and  file  found  wounded  in  the  field. 

2  captaiiis,  1  ensign  and  i2  rank  and  file  made  prisoners. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  many  were  killed  and  wounded  in 
their  boats  by  the  militia  and  Albany  volunteers  while  efftcting  a 
landing  ;  a  number  were  likewise  carried  off  the  field  by  the  en- 
emy, previous  to  the  commencement  of  his  retreat. 


CriAPTRIl  XVII. 

Expedition  doxi>n  the  St.  Lawrence its  pros^ress Battle  of 

Williamsburg Abandonment  of  the  exprditiun. 

From  the  latter  part  of  June  to  the  first  of  October,  the  army 
lay  at  Fort  Georg*^,  and  the  two  rival  fleets  on  Lake  Ontario  wei^e 
so  nearly  equal  that  neither  felt  itself  able  to  assume  the  superiori- 
^4y.  In  the  mean  time,  General  Wilkinson  arrived  and  took  the 
command  of  the  army.  After  considerable  discussion  between  the 
secretary  of  war  and  the  commanding  general,  it  was  decided 
that  the  army  should  move  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  form  a  junc- 
tion with  General  Hampton,  and  attack  Montreal. 

The  army  left  Fort  George  the  fore  part  of  October,  and  in  a 
few  days  after  arrived  at  Grenadier  Island,  where  it  continued  till 
the  3d  of  November. 

The  following  extract  from  Gen.  Wilkinson's  journal,  gives  a 
history  oi  the  progress  and  termination  of  the  expedition  : 

"  October    25th Measures    were     taken     to    seize    every 

pause  of  the  prevailing  storms  to  slip  the  flotilla  into  the  St. 
Lawrence  by  small  detachments.  In  these  deceitful  momentary 
calms  we  found  it  impossible  to  traverse  in  safety  the  ami  of  the 
lake  to  Gravelly  Point,  though  distant  only  nine  miles.  In  the 
several  attempts  made,  many  boats  were  driven  ashore,  and  much 
provision  and  clothing  lost.  French  Creek,  nearly  opposite  the 
point  where  the  enemy  expected  we  should  land  to  attack  Kings- 
ton, was  made  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  troops,  and  Briga- 
dier General  Brown  ordered  on  to  take  the  chief  command  Oii 
the  2d  November  Commodore  Chauncey,  by  concert,  entered  the 
St.  Lawrence,  fell  down  nearly  to  French  Creek,  and  took  a  po- 
sition to  command  the  north  and  south  channels.  In  the  evening 
of  the  1st  November  our  vigilant  enemy  having  observed,  evtia 
2  D 
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ainid  the  storms,  our  movement  and  position  at  French  Creik,  at- 
tacked the  detaclmient  at  that  plact:'  under  Guitial  tirown,  abuut 
sunset,  with  a  squadron  of  two  btigs  and  iao  sclio^iu  rs,  with  ma- 
ny boats  loaded  with  infantry  for  l^ndmg,  should  their  cannoiiade 
make  a  sutiticient  impression.  Very  soon  Captain  M'P.ierson  of 
the  light  artillery  erected  a  battery  of  three  i8  pounders,  and  re- 
turned their  fire  with  such  spirit  and  eif' ct,  that  thty  fell  down 
to  a  harbor  below,  bey.  iid  its  range.  Next  morning  the  attack 
was  renewed  and  repelled,  and  one  of  the  bii^^s  v\a^  witli  great 
dit^culty  tov\ed  off  by  th*^  squadron,  whicli  put  into  Kingston 
Channel  behind  Grand  Island.  \'n  e  lo>t  two  killed  and  lour 
•wounded.  The  enemy  were  supposed  to  have  :>uff<  red  severely, 
from  the  evident  disabled  state  of  their  brig,  and  the  deliberate  and 
well  directed  fire  of  tiie  ga'lant  Captain  M'Puerson. 

**  November  btli... .Tht  flotilla  got  und^r  wa\,and  without  acci- 
dent fell  down  and  landed  early  in  the  night  b'-low  Morrisville. 
The  general  suspecting  he  would  be  followed  b»  the  enenr.y,  as  in 
the  morning  his  course  had  been  discovered  by  three  of  their  look- 
out gun  boats  and  a  gig,  and  knowing  that  two  of  their  armed 
.schooners  could  jeopardize  his  movement,  gave  orders  for  the  flo- 
tilla to  pass  Prescott,  then  seven  miles  below  bur,  ii;  the  course 
of  the  night.  But  some  confusion  occurred  arising  from  the  nov- 
elty of  the  movement,  and  the  order  was  countermanded. 

**  November  6th....The  general  ordered  the  flotilla  to  descend  to 
a  point  within  three  miles  of  Prescott ;  and  the  day  being  fine, 
got  into  his  gig,  and  proceeded  to  reconnoitre  the  place.  In  the 
mean  ti.me  the  powder  and  fixed  ammunition  were  debarked  and 
placed  in  carts,  to  be  transported  by  land,  under  cover  of  the 
night,  beyond  the  enemy's  battt  ries.  As  soon  as  the  general  re- 
lumed, ordc's  were  issued  for  the  debarkation  oi  every  man  (ex- 
cept  so  many  as  were  necessary  to  navigate  the  boats)  who  were 
directed  to  march  under  cover  of  the  night,  to  save  useless  expo- 
sure to  the  enem}'s  cannon,  to  a  bay  two  miles  below  Prescott; 
and  arrangements  were  made  at  the  same  time  for  the  passage 
of  the  flotflla  by  that  place,  the  superintendency  of  which  devolv- 
ed on  Brigadier  General  Brown,  the  general  officer  of  the  day. 
About  8  o'clock  P.  M.  we  had  a  heavy  fog,  and  it  was  believed 
we  could  pass  the  British  fortress  unobserved.  Orders  were  ac- 
cordingly given  for  the  army  to  march,  and  the  flotilla  to  get  un- 
der way.  The  general  in  his  gig  proceeded  ahead,  followed  b}' 
hi.<  passage  boat  and  fan)ily  ;  but  a  sudden  change  of  the  atmo- 
sphere exposed  his  passage  boat  to  the  garrison  of  the  enemy,  and 
near  50  twenty  four  pound  shot  were  fired  at  her  without  effect, 
while  the  column  on  land,  discoverd  by  the  gleam  of  their  arms, 
were  assailed  with  shot  and  shells  without  injury.  Gen.  Brown, 
on  hearing  the  firing,  judicially  halted  the  flotilla  until  the  moon 
had  set,  when  it  got  in   motion,   but    was  perceived  by  the  ene 
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my,  who  opened  upon  it,  and  continued  their  fire  from  front  to 
rear  f^r  tiie  space  of  three  hours;  and  yet,  out  of  more  than  three 
hundred  boats,  not  one  was  touched,  and  only  one  man  was  kil- 
Jed,  and  t.vo  were  wounded  ;  and  before  10  next  morning  the 
whole  of  the  flotilla  (except  two  vessels)  reached  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous. About  noon  this  day  Colonel  King,  adjutant  general  of 
the  army  of  General  Hampton,  arrived  and  waited  on  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  whom  he  informed  that  he  had  been  to  Sacket's 
Harbor  with  a  despatch  from  General  Hampton  to  the  secretary 
of  war  ;  that  he  had  no  communication,  written  or  verbal,  from 
Major-Geiieral  Hampton  to  him  (the  commander  in  chief,)  but 
that  not  finding  the  secretary  of  war  at  Sacket's  Harbor,  he  had 
thought  proper,  on  hi*  return,  to  call  for  any  communication  he 
(General  Wilkinson)  might  have  to  make  to  Genera!  Hampton, 
The  general  had  intended,  in  the  course  of  this  day,  to  send  an 
express  to  General  Hampton,  with  an  order  to  him  to  form  a  junc- 
tion of  his  division  with  the  corps  descending  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity,  presented  by  Col.  King, 
to  send  the  order. 

"  November  7th.  ...In  passing  Prescott,  two  of  our  largest  ves- 
sels, loaded  with  provisions,  artillery  and  ordnance  stores,  either 
through  cowardice  or  treachery,  had  been  run  into  the  river  near 
Ogdensburgh,  and  opposite  Prescott.  The  enemy  kept  up  so  con- 
stant a  cannonade  on  them,  that  we  found  it  difficult,  and  lost 
half  a  day,  to  get  them  out.  We  perceived  the  militia  in  arms 
at  Johnson,  directly  opposite  us,  and  several  pieces  of  field  artille- 
ry in  motion.  Understanding  that  the  coast  below  was  lined 
with  posts  of  musquetry  and  artillery  at  every  narrow  pass  of  the 
river.  Colonel  Macomb  was  detached  about  one  o'clock  with  the 
elite  corps  of  about  1200  men,  to  remove  these  obstructions,  and 
the  general  got  under  way  about  half  past  three  o'clock.  Four 
or  five  miles  below  we  entered  the  first  rapids  of  the  river,  and 
soon  after  passing  them,  two  pieces  of  light  artillery,  which  had 
not  been  observed  by  Colonel  Macomb,  opened  a  sharp  fire  upon 
the  general's  passage  boat,  but  without  any  further  effect  than 
cutting  away  some  of  the  rigging.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Eustis, 
with  a  part  of  our  light  gun  barges,  came  withm  shot  of  the  pieces 
of  the  enemy,  and  a  cannonade  ensued,  without  injury  on  either 
side.  In  the  mean  time  Major  Forsythe,  who  was  in  the  rear  of 
the  elite  of  Colonel  Macomb,  landed  his  riflemen,  advanced  upon 
the  enemy's  guns,  and  bad  his  fire  drawn  by  a  couple  of  videites, 
posted  in  his  route,  on  which  their  pieces  were  precipitately  car- 
ried off.  The  general  came  to  at  dusk  about  six  miles  below  the 
town  of  Hamilton,  where  he  received  a  report  from  Col.  Macomb, 
who  had  routed  a  party  at  a  block-honse  about  two  miles  below 
and  captured  an  officer. 
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"  November  8f//....This  morning  the  flotilla  fell  'iovvn  lO  a  cc.i- 
traction  ol  the  river  at  a  point  called  the  **  White  house,"  where 
tin-  dragoons  vveie  assembled  to  be  crossed.  Bri^  Gen.  Brown 
was  ordered  this  morning  to  reitiforce  Col.  Macomb  with  his  bri- 
gade, and  to  take  the  command  ;  and  the  whole  day  nnd  follow- 
ing night  were  devoted  to  transporting  the  dragoons.  About 
noon  this  day  we  received  advice  that  two  armed  schooners  and 
a  body  of  the  enemy  in  batteaux,  estimated  at  1000  or  1500  men, 
had  desctiided  the  river  from  Kingston  and  landed  at  Prescott ; 
that  they  had  immediately  sent  a  flag  across  the  river  to  Ogdens- 
borgh,  and  demanded  the  delivery  of  all  public  property  there  un- 
der the  penalty  of  burning  the  town.  Not  long  after,  informatioa 
was  received  that  the  enemy  had  re-embarked  at  Prescott  in  their 
battenux,  and  were  following  us  with  seven  gun-beats. 

*'  hoTPmbrr  9th  ...T\m  morning  very  early  the  enemy  mena- 
ced our  rear,  and  a  slight  skirmish  took  place  between  our  rifle- 
men and  a  party  of  their  militia  and  Indians,  in  which  vve  had 
one  man  killed  and  the  enemy  were  driven  back.  The  cavalry, 
with  four  pieces  of  light  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
M'Pherson,  were  attached  to  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Brown,  and  he  was  ordered  to  march  to  clear  the  coast  below  us 
as  (av  as  a  point  n<^ar  the  head  of  the  long  saut.  The  rapidity 
of  the  current  obliged  us  to  halt  the  flotilla  several  hours,  to  ena- 
ble General  Brown  to  make  cood  his  march  in  time  to  cover  our 
n.ovement.  During  this  period  the  enemy  frequently  threatened 
our  rear,  but  never  indicated  an  intention  to  make  a  serious  at- 
tack. About  three  o'clock  P.  M.  the  flotilla  got  under  way  and 
caine  to,  about  five  o'clock,  at  the  yellow  house,  ha\ing  floated 
utar  eleven  miles  in  two  hours,  where  we  encamped  for  the 
night. 

**  November  IQth This  morning  the  following  order  was  is- 
sued : 

*' MORNING  GENERAL  ORDERS. 
"  Hrad-(iuart>'r^;  Tuitle's  Bay,  Nov.  10,  1813. 

**  General  Brown  will  prosecute  his  march  with  the  troops  yes- 
terday under  his  comniand,  excepting  two  pieces  of  artillery  and 
the  26  dragoons,  who  with  all  the  well  rrjtn  of  the  other  brigades, 
exc(  pt  a  sufficient  number  to  navigate  the  boats,  are  to  march 
(Under  the  orders  of  Brigadier  General  Boyd.  This  precaution  is 
enjoined  by  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  men  in  passing  the  long 
saut ;  and  a«  thi-  rapid  is  long  and  dangerous,  the  general  earnest- 
ly requests  the  commanding  ofiiC(  rs  of  regiments  and  corps  to 
exaniine  the  boats  and  see  them  properly  fitted,  in  order  to  avoid 
accidents  as  much  as  possible.  Brigadier  General  Boyd  will  take 
the  necessary  precaution  to  prevent  the  enem},  who  hangs  on  our 
rear,  from  making  an  advantageous  attack,  aud  if  attacked,  is  to 
turu  about  and  beat  them.     The   boats  are  to  resume   the  station 
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aissigned  them  in  the  oiiginal  order  respecting  the  flotilla,  and  for 
this  the  coiJuTianding  officers  of  regiments  and  brigades  will  be 
held  as  responsible.  The  movement  of  yesterdav  was  a  reproach 
to  t'le  service.  The  flotilla  will  come  to  da_y  at  Barnharts,  near 
Crab  Island,  and  two  guns  from  the  front  will  be  the  signal  for 
laiuiina:.  I"  case  cf  an  attack  in  force  beyond  all  expectation,  the 
corps  under  Brigadier  Generals  Boyd  and  Brown  are  to  co-ope- 
rate with  each  other  prom.ptly  and  with  decision.  The  general 
officer  of  the  day  will  strictly  attend  and  see  that  the  flotilla  puts 
off  and  moves  in  the  prescribed  order,  and  will  arrest  any  officer 
who  pre.'umes  to  deviate  therefrom." 

"  Brifijadier  General  Brown  marched,  and  about  noon  was  en- 
gaged by  a  party  of  the  enemy  near  a  block  house  on  the  saut, 
erected  to  harrass  our  flotilla  in  its  descent.  About  the  same 
time  the  enemy  were  observed  to  be  advancing  on  our  rear,  and 
their  galley  and  gun  boat?  hove  in  sight,  approached  our  flotilla 
then  at  shore  and  began  to  cannonade  it.  The  slender  structure 
of  our  gun  barges  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  resist  the  long 
twenty  four  pounder  of  the  enemy's  galley  ;  this  obliged  the  gen- 
eral to  order  two  eighteen  pounders  to  be  run  on  shore  and  form- 
ed in  battery,  a  single  shot  from  which  gave  such  an  alarm  to  the 
enemy's  vessels  that  they  retired  up  the  river  accompanied  by 
their  troops.  But  these  slight  operations  so  wasted  the  day  that 
our  pilots  were  afraid  to  enter  the  saut  (a  continued  rapid  of  eighj 
miles)  with  the  flotilla;  we  therefore  fell  down  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  the  head  of  it  and  came  to  for  the  niglit.  By  this 
time  the  general  had  become  so  extremely  ill  as  to  be  unable  to 
set  up,  and  was  confined  to  his  bed  in  a  small  birth  under  the 
quarter  deck  of  his  passage  boat. 

*'  November  Wth Having  heaid    the    firing   of   the  cannoE 

yesterday  between  General  Brown  and  the  enemy,  being  still  un- 
apprised of  the  result,  it  became  necessary  that  we  should  hear 
from  him  before  we  committed  ourselves  to  the  saut,  which  al- 
lows no  retreat,  no  landing,  no  turning  to  the  right  or  left  but 
where  the  iiTipetuosity  of  the  current  impels.  About  10  or  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.  the  commander  in  chief  received  advice  from  Gen- 
eral Brown  that  he  had  forced  the  enemy  to  retire  before  him, 
and  had  arrived  near  the  foot  of  the  saut.  Orders  were  imme- 
diately given  for  the  flotilla  to  prepare  to  sail,  and  for  General 
Boyd  and  his  command  to  commence  their  march,  when  some 
firing  took  place  from  the  gun  boats,  and  a  report  was  brought  tc 
the  commander  in  chief  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in  col- 
umn ;  on  this  he  ordered  General  Boyd  to  attack  them,  and  the 
flotilla  was  directed  not  to  leave  the  shore.  But  the  report  was 
soon  after  contradicted.  A  variety  of  reports  respecting  tlieir 
movements  and  countermovements  were,  after  this,  successively 
brought  to  the  general,  which  impre.-^sed  him  with  the  conviction 
that  the  enemy  had  determined  to  attack  his  rear  as  soon  as  the 
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flotilla  should  put  oft'aud  the  troops  commence  their  mfirch  ;  he 
resolved  to  anticipate  them.  He  therefore  ?ent  Colonel  Swift  of 
the  engineers,  with  instructions  to  Brij^adier  General  Bo}d,  who 
had  betn  directed  by  the  ordi-r  of  the  preceding  day  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  detachment  on  shore,  to  form  that  detachment  into 
three  columns,  to  advance  upon  the  enemy,  to  end(^avor  to  out 
flnnk  ihem,  and  to  take  their  artillery.  Soon  after  this  the  action 
commenced,  and  for  the  numbers  engaged  was  extremely  warm 
and  bloody  for  upward?  of  two  houis,  during  which  tinie,  in  open 
space  and  fair  combat,  the  raw  undi.«ciplined  troops  of  the  United 
States  braved,  and  frequently  drove  the  best  troops  of  the  British 
army.  Desciiptions  of  battles  have  become  too  subservient  to  the 
gratification  of  personal  vanity  and  the  acquisition  of  popular  ap- 
plause; yet  every  man  who  has  taken  part  in  a  great  action  must 
kno-^*"  thit  there  is  notl.ing  more  difficult  than  to  do  justice  to  the 
merits  of  a  battle  in  all  its  parts,  where  it  is  hard  to  find  two  offi- 
cers, unless  fighting  side  by  side,  who  agree  in  opinion  as  to  the 
propriety  of  measures  and  the  conduct  of  men.  The  fortunes  of 
this  day  were  various;  sometimes  one  line,  sometimes  the  other 
giving  way.  Unfortunately,  during  the  shiftings  of  the  action,  by 
the  death  of  Lieutenant  Smith,  a  young  officer  of  the  highest 
promise,  the  enemy  got  possession  of  a  field  piece,  the  only  tro- 
phy they  obtained.  It  is  difficult  to  speak  of  the  precise  numbers 
engaged  on  either  side,  because  the  detachment  under  General 
Boyd  consisted  of  an  indefinite  number  of  his  own,  Covington's 
and  Swartwout's  brigades,  ordered  from  on  board  the  boats  to 
lighten  them,  and  save  the  hazard  of  the  iv.eiVs  lives  in  descending 
the  saut.  Neither  Covington  nor  Swartwout  were  obliged  to 
have  taken  part  in  the  action,  with  this  detachment ;  yet  they 
both  entered  the  field,  taking  command  of  that  part  of  it  which 
belonged  to  their  respective  brigades,  where  they  exhibited  the 
same  courageous  conduct  which  distinguished  General  Boyd  on  the 
iield  ;  and  to  the  great  loss  of  the  service  Brigadier  General 
Covington  received  a  mortal  wound  when  encouraging  and  lead- 
ing on  his  detachment.  The  numbers  engaged  on  our  side  could 
not  have  exceeded  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred  men,  while  those 
of  the  enemy  are  reckoned,  by  spectators,  at  from  one  to  tvvc 
thousand;  but  'tis  probable  did  not  exceed  1,500,  consisting,  as 
we  are  informed,  of  detachments  of  the  49th,  84th,  and  104th, 
the  voltigeurs,  and  Glengarian  regiment. 

**  With  respect  to  the  courage  displayed  by  our  officers,  it 
would  be  useless  to  enter  into  details,  since  they  all  manifested  in 
their  respective  stations  equal  intrepidity.  The  names  of  the  mer- 
itorious dead  and  wounded  will  be  recorded  in  another  place.  The 
firing  ceased  by  common  consent  about  4  o'clock  P.  M.  our  troops 
were  formed  in  battalia  in  front  of  the  enemy,  who  were  also  in 
fine,  and  they  separated,  the  enemj  to  their  camp,  and  we  to  our 
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boats.  The  troops  being  much  exhausted,  it  was  considered  most 
convenient  that  they  should  embark,  and  that  the  diagoons  with 
the  artillery  should  proceed  by  land.  The  embarkation  took  place 
without  the  smallest  molestation  from  the  enemy,  and  the  floiilla 
made  a  harbor  near  the  head  of  the  saut,  on  the  opposite  shore. 
The  views  of  the  American  and  British  commanders  were,  on  this 
occasion,  precisely  opposed.  The  first  being  bound  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  his  government,  and  the  most  solemn  obligations  of  duty 
to  precipitate  his  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence  by  every  practica- 
ble means,  and  the  last  by  duties  equally  imperious  to  retard,  and 
if  possible  to  prevent  such  descent.  If  then  he  found  himself  vic- 
torious on  this  day,  it  was  certainly  in  his  power  to  have  effected 
one  or  the  other  object;  and  as  he  made  no  attempt  to  effect  ei- 
ther. It  follows  mcontestibly  that  he  had  no  fair  ground  on  which 
to  claim  a  victory. 

**  Kovftnber  VZth The  flotilla   sailed  early  this  morning,  and 

passed  down  the  saut  without  discovering  either  the  boats  or  troops 
of  the  enemy,  and  arrived,  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  at  Barn- 
harts,  where  the  commanding  general  received  a  letter  from  Ma- 
jor General  Hampton,  by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Atkmson,  his  in- 
spector general,  vvhich  blasted  all  his  hopts  and  destroyed  every 
prospect  ot  the  campaign.  A  council  of  war  was  called  upon  the 
receipt  of  this  communication,  which  was  submitted  to  their  con- 
sideration, whereupon  the  council  determined  that  the  conduct  of 
Major  General  Hampton,  in  refusing  to  join  his  division  to  the 
troops  descending  the  St.  Lawrence  to  carry  an  attack  against 
Montreal,  rendered  it  expedient  to  leave  the  left  bank  of  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  to  remove  the  troops  to  French  Mills,  on  Salmon 
river;  and  on  the  13th  of  November  this  recommendation  was  ac- 
cordingly carried  into  effect ;  ample  time  having  been  given  to  the. 
enemy  to  have  tried  a  second  action,  if  they  had  dared  to  run 
the  hazard." 

Battle  of  lVilliamsburg....'We  subjoin  the  ofKcial  account  of  the 
battle  of  the  11th  November: 

Head-quarters,  French  Mills,  adjoining  the  Province  of  "^ 
Lower  Canada,  November  16,  1813.  3 

SIR I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  journal*  which  accompa- 
nies this  letter,  for  the  particulars  of  the  movement  of  the  corps 
under  my  command  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  will  endeavour 
to  exert  my  enfeebled  mind  to  detail  to  you  the  more  strikinij;  and 
important  incidents  which  have  ensued  my  departure  from  Grena- 
dier Island,  at  the  foot  of  lake  Ontario  on  the  3d  instant. 

The  corps  of  the  enemy  from  Kingston,  which  followed  me, 
hung  on  my  rear ;  and  in  concert  with  a  heavy  galley  and  a  lew 

•  See  psges  immediately  preceiling  tliis. 


216  SKEiy^HES  OS 

gun-boats,  seemed  determined  to  retard  my  progress.  1  wf.s 
strongly  tempted  to  halt,  turn  about  and  put  an  end  to  his  teas- 
ings;  but,  alas,  I  was  confined  to  my  bed.  Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  was 
too  ill  for  any  active  exertion  ;  and,  above  all,  I  did  not  dare  suf- 
fer myself  to  be  diverted  a  single  moment  from  the  prosecution  of 
ihe  views  of  goverjiment.  I  had  written  Maj.  General  Hampton 
on  the  6th  instant,  by  his  adjutant  general,  Col.  King,  and  had  or- 
dered him  to  form  a  Junction  with  me  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
which  I  expected  would  take  place  on  the  9th  or  10th.  It 
would  have  been  unpardonable  had  I  lost  sight  of  this  object  a 
iiTjment,  as  I  deemed  it  of  vital  importance  to  the  issue  of  the 
campaign. 

The  enemy  deserve  credit  for  their  zeal  and  intelligence,  which 
ihe  active  universal  hostility  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try enabled  them  to  employ  to  the  greatt-st  advantage.  ThuSj, 
while  menaced  by  a  respectable  force  in  the  rear,  the  coast  was 
lined  with  musketry  in  front,  at  every  critical  pass  in  the  river, 
which  obliged  me  to  march  a  detachment,  and  this  impeded  my 
progress. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  inst.  the  army  hailed  a  few  miles 
from  the  head  of  the  long  saut.  In  the  morning  of  the  lOth, 
the  inclosed  order*  was  issued.  General  Brown  marched  agree- 
ably to  order,  and  about  noon  we  were  apprized,  by  the  report  of 
his  artillery,  that  he  was  engaged  some  distance  below  us.  At 
the  same  time  the  enemy  were  observed  in  our  rear,  and  their 
galley  and  gun-boats  approached  our  flotilla,  and  opened  afire  up- 
on us,  which  obliged  me  to  order  a  battery  of  18  pounders  to  be 
planted,  and  a  shot  from  it  compelled  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  to 
retire,  together  with  their  troops,  after  some  firing  between  the 
advanced  parties.  But  by  this  time,  in  consequence  of  disembark- 
ing and  re-embarking  the  heavy  guns,  the  day  was  so  far  spent 
that  our  pilots  did  not  dare  to  enter  the  saut,  (eight  miles  a  con- 
tinued rapid;  and  therefore  we  fell  down  about  two  miles  and 
came  to  for  the  night.  Karly  the  next  morning,  every  thing  was 
in  readiness  for  motion  ;  but  having  received  no  intelligence  from 
Gen.  Brovn,  1  was  still  delayed,  as  sound  caution  prescribed  I 
should  learn  the  result  of  this  affair,  before  I  committed  the  flotil- 
la to  the  saut.  At  half  past  10  o'clock  A.  M.  an  officer  of  dra- 
goons arrived  with  a  letter  in  which  the  general  informed  me  he 
had  forced  the  enemy,  and  would  reach  the  foot  of  the  saut  early 
in  the  day.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for  the  flotilU  to 
sail,  at  which  instant  the  enemy's  gun  boats  appeared,  and  began 
to  throw  shot  among  us.  Information  was  brought  me  at  the  same 
time,  from  Brigadier  General  Boyd,  that  the  enemy's  troops  were 
advancing  in  column.  I  immediately  sent  orders  to  him  to  attack 
th.m.     This  report  was  soon  contradicted  :  Their  gun  boats  hovv- 

*  See  page  J12. 
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SVer  continued  to  watch  us,  and  a  variety  of  reports  of  their 
moveni'ii's  md  counter-movemi^nts  werf  brought  to  me  ui  >uc- 
ccs>Mon,  which  convinced  me  of  their  determination  to  hazard  an 
attick  when  it  could  be  done  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and 
tht-refore  I  determined  to  anticipate  them.  Directions  were  ac- 
cordingly sent  by  that  distinguished  officer.  Colonel  Svvift,  of  the 
engineers,  to  Brigadier  General  Boyd  to  throw  the  detachm  nt 
of  his  command,  assigned  to  him  in  the  order  of  the  precedii.g 
da\,  and  composed  of  men  from  tus  own,  Covington's  and  Swri.t- 
wout's  brigades,  into  three  columns,  to  march  upon  the  enemy, 
out-flank  them  if  possible,  and  take  their  artillery.  The  action 
soon  after  commenced  with  the  advanced  body  of  the  enemy, 
and  became  extremely  sharp  snd  galling  ;  and  witti  occasional 
pauses,  was  sustained  with  great  vivacity  in  open  space  and  fnir 
combat,  for  upwards  of  two  and  a  half  hours,  the  adverse  lines 
alternately  yieldmg  and  advancing.  It  is  impossible  to  say  with 
accuracy  what  was  our  number  on  the  field,  because  it  consisted 
of  indefinite  detachments  t;»ken  from  the  boats  to  render  safer  the 
passage  of  the  saut.  Brigadier  Generals  Covington  and  Swart- 
wout  voluntarily  took  part  in  the  action  at  the  head  of  the  de- 
tachments from  their  respective  brigades,  and  exhibited  the  same 
courage  that  was  displayed  by  Brigadier  General  Boyd,  who  hap- 
pened  to  be  the  senior  officer  on  the  ground.  Our  force  engaged 
might  have  reached  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred  men,  but  cer- 
tainly did  not  exceed  eighteen  hundred.  That  of  the  enemy 
was  estimated  at  from  twelve  hundred  to  two  thousand,  but  did 
not  probably  amount  to  more  than  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred, 
consisting,  as  I  am  informed,  of  detachments  from  the  49th,  84th 
and  104th  regim.ents  of  the  line,  with  three  companies  of  the 
voltigeur  and  Glengary  corps  and  the  militia  of  the  country^; 
who  are  not  included  in  the  estimate. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  attempt  to  give  you  a  de- 
tailed account  of  this  affair,  which  certainly  reflects  high  honour 
on  the  valour  of  the  American  soldier,  as  no  example  can  be  pro- 
duced of  undiciplined  men,  with  inexperienced  officers,  braving  a 
fire  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  without  quittinjr  the  fi(  Id,  or  yield- 
ing to  their  antagonists.  But,  sir,  the  information  I  now  give 
you  is  derived  from  officers  of  my  confidence,  who  took  active 
parts  in  the  conflict ;  for,  though  I  was  enabled  to  order  the  at- 
tack, it  was  my  hard  fortune  not  to  be  able  to  lead  the  troops  I 
commanded.  The  disease  with  which  1  was  attacked  on  the  2d 
of  September,  on  my  journey  to  fort  George,  having,  with  a  few 
short  intervals  of  convalescence,  preyed  on  me  ever  since  ;  and 
at  the  moment  of  this  action,  I  was  confined  to  my  bed,  and 
emaciated  almost  to  a  sk.  leton,  unable  to  set  on  my  horse,  or  tr 
move  ten  naces  without  assistance. 

2  E 
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I  nui?t,  howevt  r,  be  pardoned  for  trefpas-^ing  on  30ur  time  £ 
few  remarks  in  rtlatioii  to  the  alliair.  i  he  objects  of  tbe  Br.'isb 
and  /American  corcnai  dt  r.>-  \>ert  preciseh  opposes;  the  last  be- 
ing b(  und  by  the  instn:ctioi>s  of  his  gevernrr.ent,  and  the  roost  .-o- 
k-mn  obligations  of  dutv,  to  piecipitbte  his  descent  of  the  :^t  Law- 
rence by  every  practicable  means ;  because,  this  bting  effected, 
on*  of  the  greatest  dilYiculties  oppostd  to  the  American  army 
would  be  surmounted.  And  the  first,  by  duties  equally  imperious, 
to  retard,  and,  if  possible,  prevent  such  di-sctnt  :  He  is  to  be  ac- 
ciUiited  victoric.'us  who  effected  his  purpose.  f  he  British  com- 
niniider,  having  failed  to  gan  tither  of  his  objects,  can  lay  no 
claim  to  the  honours  of  the  day.  The  battle  fluctuatf  d,  and  tri- 
umph seemed  at  different  times  inclined  tb  the  contendipg  corps. 
The  front  cf  the  enemy  was  at  fir>t  forced,  back  iiore  than  a 
iT'ile,  and,  though  they  never  regamt^d  the  ground  thus  lost,  their 
stJ^-nd  was  pern'anent  and  their  charges  resolute.  Amidst  these 
c!  arges,  and  near  the  close  of  the  toniest,  \ye  lost  a  tu  Id-piece  by 
tl  t  fall  of  the  officer  who  was  serving  it  with  the  same  coolntss 
as  if  he  had  been  at  a  parade  of  review  :  This  was  Licut.  Sn  ith^ 
ot  the  light  artillery,  who  in  point  of  merit  stood  at  the  head  of 
his  grade. 

Tbe  enemy  having  halted,  and  our  troops  being  again  formed 
in  battalia  front  to  front,  and  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides,  we 
resumed  our  position  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  infantry- 
being  much  fatigued,  the  whole  were  re-e mbarked,  and  proceeded 
down  the  river  without  further  annoyance  from  the  enemy  or 
their  gun-boats,  while  the  dragoons,  with  five  pieces  of  light  ar 
tillery,  marched  dow-n  the  Canada  shore  without  molestation. 

It  is  due  to  his  rank,  to  his  vvorth  and  service.?,  that  I  should 
make  particular  mention  of  Brigadier  General  Covington,  who  re- 
ceived a  mortal  wound  directly  through  the  body,  while  ani- 
mating; hi?  rnen  and  leading  them  to  the  charge.  He  fell  where 
he  fought,  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  survived  but  two  days. 

The  next  morning  the  flotilla  passed  thiough  tlie  saut  and  join- 
ed that  excellent  officer.  Brigadier  General  Brown,  at  Bainharts, 
near  Cornwall,  where  he  had  been  instructed  to  take  post  and 
wait  my  arrival,  and  where  i  conhdently  expected  to  hear  of 
IVlajor  General  Hampton's  arrival  on  the  opposite  shore.  But 
immediately  after  I  halted.  Col.  Atkinson,  the  inspecttr  general 
of  the  division,  under  Major  General  Hampton,  waited  on  me 
with  a  letter  from  that  oiticer,  in  uhich,  to  niy  ui:speak;tble  mor- 
tiiication  and  surprise,  he  declined  the  junction  ordered,  and  in- 
f-imed  me  he  was  marching  towards  h.ki  Champlain,  by  way  of 
CO  operating  in  the  proposed  attack  on  Montreal. 

This  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of  that  to  which  it  is  an  an- 
sw  r,  were  immediately  submitud  to  a  ecunril  ot  uar,  compi^sed 
of  my  general  oflficers,  and  the   colonel    conimanding  the   elite. 
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■'die  chief  engineer,  and  the  adjutant  general,  who  ^nf^nimou^;Iy 
g-ive  it  as  theii  opinio;),  that  "  the  artack  on  Montrtal  should  be 
al)  indoned  f.>r  the  present  season,  and  ttie  army  then  near  Corn- 
\v  !1  -hotild  be  inimtdjaltly  crc.ssrd  to  t'»t-  Amt-rican  shore  for  ta- 
'rfi  .(-:  up  winter  quarttMs,  and  that  this  place  affi^rded  ai)  eligible 
p'-.>)tion  for  such  quarters." 

J  acquiesced  lo  these  opinions,  not  from  the  .shortness  of  the 
stock  of  provi.-ions  (wl)iGh  had  been  reduced  by  the  acts  of  God) 
bi^c^use  that  of  our  mt-at  had  been  increased  live  days,  and  our 
bread  had  been  reduced  only  two  days,  and  because  we  could, 
in  case  of  extremitj',  have  lived  on  the  enemy  ;  but  because  the 
loss  of  the  division  under  Major  General  Hampton,  weakened  my 
force  too  sensibly  to  justify  the  attriript.  in  all  my  measures  and 
nr^vements  of  moment,  i  have  taken  the  opinions  of  my  general 
oflicers,  which  have  been  in  accord  with  mv  own. 

I  remained  on  the  Canada  shore  until  the  next  day,  without 
seeing  or  iiearing  from  the  "  powerful  force''  of  the  enemy  in  our 
neighborhood,  and  the  same  day  reached  this  position  with  the  ar- 
tili'  ry  and  infantry.  The  dragoons  have  been  ordered  to  Utica 
and  its  vicinity,  and  I  expect  are  fifty  or  sixty  miles  on  the 
march. 

You  have  und^r  cover  a  summary  abstract  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  affair  of  the  11th  instant.  Tne  dead  rest  jii 
honour,  and  the  wounded  bled  for  their  countr},  and  deserve  its 
gratitufle. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedi- 
dieut  humble  servant, 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon,  John  Armstrong,  Secretary  of  War. 

Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  a  detachment  of  the  U.  S, 
arjny,  in  an  action  fought  at  Williamsburg,  in  Upper  CanudUf 
on  the  11th  Nov.  1813. 

Killed,..  3  subalterns,  7  sergeants,  3  corporals,  1  musician,  88 
privates.. ..Total,  lOii. 

JVounded....l  brigadier  general,  1  assistant  adjutant  general,  I 
aid  de-camp,  1  colonel,  1  mnjor,  5   cipsains,   6  subalterns,   a  ser 
.^eants,  13  corporals,  1  musician,  198  privates... .Total,  257. 
Total  killed  and  wounded,  339. 

Names  of  the  commissioned  officers  killed  and  xxounded. 

KILLKD. 

Lieutenant  William  W.  Smith,   .f  thejight  artillery. 

— David  Hunt^  r,  of  the  12th  rejrinient  inf^atry, 

: .-^  Edward  Ohnstead,  of  the  I6iji  do. 
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IVOUNDIlD. 
Frigadi'v  General  Leonard  Covington,  mortally,  (since  dead.'^ 
Miior  'I'ulbot  Chambers,  assistant  adjutant  genn-al,  ^ligluly. 
lylyjor  Darby  Noon,  aid  de-camp  to  Brigadier  General  Swartvvout^ 

slightly. 
Colonel  Jiimes  P   Preston,  of  the  23d  regiment  infantry,  severely, 

his  right  thigh  fractured. 
Mftjor  William  Ci<mmings,  8th  ditto,  severely. 
Captain  Edn)und  Foster,  9t!i  ditto,  sligtitly. 

David  S.  Townsend,  9lh  ditto,  severely,  (taken  prisoner. 

N]ordecai  Myers,  13th  ditto,  severely. 

John  Campbell,  13th  ditto,  slightly. 

John  B.  Murdoch,  25*h  ditto,  slightly, 

Lieut.     William  S.  Ht-aton,  1  ith  ditto,  severely. 

John  N^'iiliams,  13th  ditto,  slightl}. 

■^ John  L}r.ch,  14th  ditto,  severely,  (tal?en  prisoner.) 

. Petf-r  Ptiham,  21st  ditto,  severely,  (taken  prisontr.) 

James  D.  Brown,  ?5th  ditto,  slightly. 

Archibald  C.  Crary,  25th  ditto,  severely,  in  the  skirmish 

the  day  before  the  action. 

Colonel  Preston  commanded  the  13th  regiment  of  infantry 
during  the  action  ;  and  Major  Cummings  did  duty  with  the  16th 
regiment  of  infantry  in  the  action. 


CB AFTER  XVIIl. 

Norlhem  army.,..Col.  Clark's  expedition... .Battle  of  Chataugay 
....R'jui^al  of  Gen.  Hampton  tu  juin  Gen.  IVtlkinson  at  St.  Re- 
gis....Close  of  the  campaign. 

Thk  northern  army,  for  the  campaign  of  1813,  consisted  of 
ah.  iH  4000  men,  principally  nev\  recruits  a)id  volunteers,  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Hampton,  assembled  at  Burlington,  (Vt.) 
and  \n  its  vicinity.  The  whole  summer  was  spent  in  enlisting  and 
collecting  the  recruits  and  in  disciplining  them. 

Iivthe  fore  part  of  September  they  embarked  at  Burlington  and 
took  a  position  at  Cumberhnd  Head,  near  Plattsburgh,  where 
the  V  remained  some  days,  collecting  the  necessary  supplies  for  a 
march  into  Canada. 

On  the  19th  September  the  army  moved  to  Chazy  and  attack 
ed  the  enemy's  advanced  posts  at  Odletown,  with  a  view  of 
pushing  into  Canada  by  that  route  ;  but  this  was  found  impracti- 
cable for  want  of  supplies  of  water.  The  army  accordingly  fel! 
back  on  Champlain  and  took  the  route  by  Chataugay,  ai  which 
o'ace  they  arrived  and  took  a  fosition  on   the  25th. 
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Col.  f'/art'.?  fixvdition Gen.  Hampton,  in  nrder  to  cover  his 

jnovf-rrii  nts  and  intt^ntion?,  and  to  distract  the  em-my's  attention, 
desip^tched  Col.  Clark,  an  excellent  partizan  officer,  to  Missis- 
que  bay,  with  a  detachment  of  riflemen,  to  attack  a  small  British 
fo!-ce  at  St.  Armand.  The  following  is  a  short  thoui^h  intt-rest- 
ing  account  of  the  colonel's  success,  taken  from  his  official  letter, 
dated  Oct.  15. 

"  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  can  inform  you  of  a  successful  at- 
tack upon  the  enemy  at  VIissi<qut*  bay  on  the  morning  of  the 
12fh  inst.  (After  detailing  his  approach  to  the  em^my,  wtiich 
evinces  an  excellent  knowled^jje  of  the  country,  the  colonel 
states:)  At  thi^  time  1  had  only  the  riflemen  with  me,  the  artille- 
ry 'novmg  slow,  and  the  militia  protecting  their  rear.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  the  village,  (Missisqiie)  and  arrived  within  fifteen 
rods  of  the  enemy  before  we  wtre  discovered.  We  found  them 
drawn  up  under  \I^jor  Powell,  in  a  manner  that  would  have  an- 
noyed us  much  had  we  attacked  them  by  vvater,  but  wholly  un- 
prepared to  defend  themselves  on  the  land  side;  they  commenced 
a  fire  on  the  left  flank,  but  in  ten  minutes  after  the  first  attack 
they  laid  down  their  arms  and  surrendered  themselves  prisoners 
of  war. 

"Understanding  that  a  force  of  200  men  under  Col.  Lock  was 
marching  to  attack  us,  I  despatched  Capt.  Finch  with  his  compa- 
ny to  reconnoitre  them  and  ascertain  their  course.  He  proceed- 
ed with  such  promptness  and  ability  as  to  surprise  and  capture  the 
advanced  guard,  consisting  of  cavalry,  excepting  one  man,  who 
escaped,  and,  giving  information,  the  enemy  ret'-eated. 

"  The  prisoners  were  then  put  on  board  our  boats  and  sent  to 
Burlington.  Our  whole  force  engaged  was  one  hundred  and  two; 
4he  number  of  prisoners  taken  is  one  hundred  and  one,  their  killed 
nine  and  wounded  fourteen." 

Battle  of  Chitaugay. ...Aboni  this  time  the  attack  on  Montreal 
was  determined  on,  and  the  army  of  Gen.  Hampton  was  ordered 
to  co-operate  in  the   expedition. 

The  army,  however,  continued  in  its  position  at  Chataugay 
for  near  a  month  in  daily  expectation  of  orders  to  join  General 
Wilkinson,  whose  movements  down  the  St.  Lawrence  were 
more  tardy  than  had  beea  contemplated.  From  this  circum- 
stance, and  probably  from  the  severity  of  the  season,  the  troops 
became  in  some  measure  dispirited,  and  seemed  also  not  to  have 
had  the  necessary  confidence  in  their  commander. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  however,  without  any  information  or 
instructions  from  General  Wilkinson,  the  army  moved  down  the 
Chataugay  river,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  itself  in  a  situation 
{0  form  a  junction  with  him,     Bat,  from  some  mismanagement^ 
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the  army  was  met  by  the  eijeniy,  and  driven  back  with  coh- 
siderabk  loss.  We  siibjoiii  an  extiact  from  Genual lianipton^s 
othcial  account  of  mis  affair,  to  the  secretary  of  war. 

"  H   Q.  Four  Cornrrs,  Nor.  1,  1813. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  2l6t  ultimo  the  army  commenctd  its 
movement  down  thi-  Ch^itaiigay,  lor  the  purpose  of  placing  it»elf 
in  a  situation  which  wculd  enable  it  to  fulfil  its  parts  of  the  pro- 
posed combined  opeialiuns  on  the  St.  Lav\rence. 

"An  extensive  wood  of  1 1  oi  12  miles  in  iront,  bloehed  up 
-xvith  felled  tin'ber,  and  covered  by  the  Indians  and  ligtit  troops  of 
the  enemy,  was  a  serious  impediment  to  the  arduous  task  oi  open- 
ing a  road  kr  the  artillery  and  stores.  Brigadier  General  Izard 
with  the  light  troops  and  one  regiment  of  the  line,  was  detaclu  d 
■early  ill  the  morning  to  turn  these  impediments  in  flank,  and  to 
seize  on  the  more  open  country  btlovv,  while  the  amiy,  preceded 
by  a  strong  working  party,  advanced  on  a  mort  circuitous  but 
practicable  route  ioi  a  road.  The  measure  completely  succetoed, 
and  the  main  body  of  the  army  reached  the  advanced  position 
on  the  evening  of  the  22d.  The  23d  and  :^4th  were  employed  in 
-completing  the  road  and  getting  up  the  artillery  and  stores. 

"  I  had  arranged,  at  my  departure,  under  the  direction  of  Major 
Parker,  a  line  of  communication  as  far  up  the  fct.  Lawrmce  as 
O^densburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  hastening  to  me  the  earliest  no- 
tice of  the  progress  of  our  army  down.  1  had  surniounted  24 
miles  of  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  route,  and  had  in  advance 
of  me  seven  miles  cf  open  country,  but  at  the  end  of  that  dis- 
tance commenced  a  wood  of  S' me  miler,  in  extent,  which  had 
been  formed  into  an  entire  abatis  and  filled  by  a  succession  of 
wooden  breastworks,  the  rearmost  of  which  were  supplied  with 
ordnance.  In  front  of  these  defences  w  ere  plact  d  the  Indian 
force  and  light  corps  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  reai  all  ol  bis  dis- 
posable force.  As  the  extent  of  this  fi-rce  dtpendid  upon  his 
sense  of  danger  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  it  was  a  cause  of  regret 
thpt  ?11  communication  from  y(  urself  or  Major  Parker  seemea  to 
bf  at  an  end.  As  it  was,  however,  believed  tliat  the  enemy  was 
hourly  adding  to  his  strength  in  this  position,  if  free  from  the  ap- 
ori  hension  of  danger  frcm  above,  an  effort  was  judgfd  necessary 
to  dislodge  him,  and  if  it  i-ucceeded  we  should  be  in  possession  of 
a  position  which  we  could  hold  as  long  as  any  doubts  renaioed 
li  what  was  passing  above,  and  of  the  real  part  to  be  assigntcJ  us. 

"  Our  guides  assured  us  of  a  shoal  and  practicable  fording  place 
opposite  the  lower  flai  k  of  the  enemy's  defences,  and  that  the 
wood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  a  distance  of  seven  or 
eight  miles,  was  practicable  for  the  passage  of  the  troops.  CoL 
Purdy  with  the  light  corps,  and  a  strong  body  of  infantry  of  the 
ine,  was  detached  at  an  early  hour  of  the  night  of  the   25th,  tt- 
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gain  this  ford  by  the  morning,  and  to  commence  his  attack  m 
.-ear,  and  that  a-as  to  be  the  signal  for  the  army  to  fall  on  in 
front,  and  it  was  believed  the  pass  might  be  carried  before  the 
enemy's  distant  troops  could  be  brought  forward  to  its  support. 

"^  I  had  returned  to  my  quarters  from  Purdy's  column  about  9 
o'clock  at  night,  when  I  imud  a  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  the  quarter 
master  general's  department,  who  put  into  my  hands  an  open 
paoer  containing  instructions  to  him  from  the  quarter  master  ge- 
neral, respecting  the  building  of  hut>'  for  the  army  in  the  Chatau- 
gay,  below  the  line.  This  paper  sunk  my  hopes,  and  raised  seri- 
ous doubts  of  receiving  that  efficacious  support  which  had  been 
anticipated.  I  would  have  recalled  the  column,  but  it  was  in 
motion,  and  the  darkness  of  the  night  rendered  it  impracticable, 
I  could  only  go  forward.  The  army  was  put  in  motion  on  the 
morning  of  the  2t5th,  leaving  its  baggage,  kc.  on  the  ground  of 
encampment. 

"On  advancing  near  the  enemy,  it  was  found  that  the  column 
on  the  opposite  side  was  not  as  far  advanced  as  had  been  antici- 
pated. The  guides  had  misled  it,  and  finally  failed  in  finding  the 
ford.  We  could  not  communicate  with  it,  but  only  awaited  the 
attack  below.  About  two  o'clock  the  firing  commenced,  and  our 
troops  advanced  rapidly  to  the  attack.  The  enemy's  light  troops 
commenced  a  sharp  fire,  but  Brigadier  General  Izard  advanced 
with  his  brigade,  drove  him  every  where  behind  his  defences  and 
silenced  the  fire  in  his  front  This  brigade  would  have  pushed 
forward  as  far  as  courage,  skill  and  perseverance  could  have  car-- 
ried  it ;  but  on  advancing,  it  was  found  that  the  firing  had  com- 
menced on  the  opposite  side,  and  the  ford  had  not  been  gained. 

**  The  enemy  retired  behind  his  defences,  but  a  renewal  of  his- 
attack  was  expected,  and  the  troops  remained  some  time  in  then- 
position  to  meet  it.  The  troops  on  the  opposite  side  were  exces- 
sively fatigued.  The  enterprise  had  failed  in  its  main  point,  and 
Col.  Purdy  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  column  to  a  shoal  four 
or  five  miles  above,  and  -cross  over.  The  day  was  spent,  and 
Gen.  Izard  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  brigade  to  a  position 
three  miles  in  the  rear,  to  which  place  the  baggage  had  been  or- 
dered forward. 

'*  The  slowness  and  order  with  which  Gen.  Izard  retired  witit 
his  brigade,  could  but  have  inspired  the  enem^y  with  respect..... 
They  presumed  not  to  venture  a  shot  at  him  during  his  move- 
ment;  but  the  unguardedness  of  some  part  <  f  Purd;y's  command^ 
exposed  him  to  a  rear  attack  from  the  Indians,  which  was  repeat- 
ed after  dark,  and  exposed  him  to  s  'me  loss.  These  attacks 
were  always  repelled,  and  must  have  cost  the  enemy  as  many 
lives  as  we  lost.  Our  entire  loss  of  kilh  d,  wounded  and  missing 
does  not  <xceed  50  in  its  new  p  tuition  wi»hin  three  'niles  oi 
the  enemy's   post,  the  army  encaniped   on  the  niglit  of  the  2f>lb, 
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And  remained  until  1^  o'clock  on  the  28th.  AM  the  deserters,  of 
\vliom  there  were  ioui,  having  concurred  in  the  niforniaiiun  that 
Sir  George  Prevost,  with  three  other  general  oflicers,  had  arri\(d 
with  the  vvliole  of  his  disposable  force,  and  la)  in  the  reai  cf  tlitse 
defences,  and  a  letter  from  Major  Parker  (by  express  received  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th)  having  inforined  me  that  no  movtn'futs 
of  our  army  down  the  iSt,  Lav\rence  had  been  heard  of  at  Og- 
densburgli,  and  for  some  distance  above;  the  following  questions 
were  submitted  to  thi  commanding  ofScers  of  brigades,  regiments 
and  corps,  and  the  heads  of  the  general  staff,  in  a  couiicil  con- 
vened for  the  purpose:  ^  Is  it  advisable,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, to  renew  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  position,  and,  if  not, 
what  position  is  it  advisable  for  the  army  to  take,  until  it  can  leceive 
advices  of  the  advance  of  the  grand  army  down  the  St.  Law- 
rence ?'  The  opinion  of  the  council  was  expressed  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : 

**  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  council,  that  it  is  necessa- 
ry, for  the  preservation  of  this  army,  and  the  iulfilmtnt  of  the  os- 
tensible views  of  the  government,  that  we  imniediately  return  by 
orderly  marches  to  such  a  position  (Chataugay)  as  will  secure  our 
communications  with  the  United  States,  either  to  retire  into  win- 
ter quarters,  or  to  be  ready  to  strike   below." 

"  in  pursuance  of  this  opinion,  the  army  has  returned  by  slow 
marches  to  this  place,  and  now  awaits  the  orders  of  the  govern- 
ment." 

Refusal  of  Grn.  Hampton  to  join  Gen.  Wilkinson On  the 

8th  November  Gen,  Hampton  received  a  letter  from  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson requesting  him  to  join  him  at  St.  Regis.  This  Gen.  Hamp- 
ton declined  on  account  of  his  own  and  Gen  Wilkinson's  limited 
supplies  of  provisions,  and  retired  to  Platt^burgh  with  intentions  of 
opening  a  communication  with  Gen.  Wilkinson  and  forming  a 
junctioii  lower  down  the  river,  v\  here  he  might  push  forward  the 
necessary  supplies.  But  Gen.  Wilkinson  considered  this  a  refusaJ 
on  the  part  ol  Gen.  Hampton  to  co-operate,  and  accordingly  aban- 
doned the  expedition. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  contro- 
versy between  these  two  generals,  not  having  that  minute  and 
particular  knowledge  upon  the  subject  which  is  necessary  to  form  a 
correct  judgment ;  we  may,  however,  venture  to  conjecture,  that 
the  battles  at  Williamsburg  and  Chatauga}  bad  greatly  abated 
the  ardour  of  both  generals,  and  that  possibly  this  controversy 
vvas  produced  from  that  cause.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  expeditiosi 
was  really  or  pret(  ndedly  abandoned  for  this  cause,  and  the  armv 
Went  into  winter  quarters  at  Plattsburgb, 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Fort  George Burning  of  Npxvark Capture  of  fort  Niaga- 
ra  Burning  of  Buffalo,  ^e. 

Such  part  of  the  army  of  the  centre  as  was  left  by  General 
'W^;ii,,„e.".n  At  fnrt  Qfnvs^e^  vvas  placed  under  the  command  of  Col. 
now  Gf^neral  Scott,  who  continupH  in  the  command  of  that  post 
until  the  12th  of  October,  when  he  left  it  with  all  the  regular 
troops  for  Socket's  Harbour.. ..the  enemy  having  previously  retir- 
ed ti^  Burlington  heights. 

General  George  M'Clure,  with  a  body  of  New- York  militia  and 
volunteers,  occupied  fort  George  after  the  departure  of  Colonel 
Scott  ;  but  nothing  occurred  worthy  of  notice  during  their  contin- 
uance at  that  post.  But  upon  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia 
expiring,  General  M'Clure  evacuated  fort  George  aflei  burning 
the  flourishing  village  of  Newark,  under  a  pretence  that  it  was 
necessary  to  the  security  of  the  frontier. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  General  Harrison  arrived  at  fort 
George  with  the  north  western  army,  but  continued  there  h  few 
days  only,  when  the  regular  army  was  ordered  to  Sacket's  Har- 
bour for  the  defence  of  the  fleet  there  moored. 

The  British  army  were  in  full  march  for  fort  George  when  it 
was  evacuated  by  General  M'Clure,  and  immediately  after  arrived 
and  took  a  position  at  Queenstown,  where  they  prepared  for  a 
descent  upon  the  Niagara  frontier.  They  eflf^  cted  their  landing 
at  the  Five-Mile  Meadows,  on  the  19th  of  December, from  whence 
Colonel  Murray,  with  a  detachment  consisting  of  the  100th  regi- 
ment,  the  grenadier  companies  of  the  Royals,  and  the  flank  com- 
panies of  the  41st  regiment,  proceeded  to  fort  Niagara,  which  they 
surprised  and  captured  before  day  light,  making  a  most  dreadful, 
and  It  is  believed  unnecessary  slaughter  among  the  garrison.  Gen- 
«ral  M'Clure's  official  account  of  the  capture  of  this  fort  seems  to 
2  F 
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have  been  ifiost  of  it  conjecture.     We  shall  therefore  collect  sacu 
of  the  facts  relating  thereto,  as  seem  to  be  well  authenticated. 

The  garrison,  on  the  day  of  its  capture,  consisted  of -about  350 
men  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Leonard  of  the  artillery.  Ht  hnd 
been  ordered  by  General  M'Cliirc  on  the  12th  to  have  every  ar- 
rangement made  a?  if  he  expected  an  immediate  attack.  But  for 
some  reason  not  yet  explained,  Capt.  Leonard  left  the  garrison 
about  11  o'clock  in  the  evening  previous  to  its  capture,  for  Ms 
family,  resident  about  two  miles  from  the  fort.  General  M'CiuiC 
says,  in  an  official  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  that  Capt.  Leon- 
ard was  intoxicated ;  and  other  accounts  agree  with  the  general 
in  attributing  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Leonard  to  treasonable  mo- 
tives; but  we  deem  it  improper  to  condemn  until  the  accused  has 
be!  n  heard,  though  we  are  i^ree  to  say,  that  the  captain's  conduct 
needs  explanation,  and  till  then  v,'e  are  compt  Ih  d  to  believe  him 
most  negligently  or  treasonably  guilty  in  leavmgthe  fort  at  such 
a  time.  The  picket  guards  and  the  centuries  at  the  glacis  and  at 
the  gate  were  surprized  and  taken  by  the  enemy,  frrm  whom 
they  obtained  the  watch  word,  by  means  whereof  they  gaiued 
entrance  into  the  fort. 

The  garrison  was  not  alarmed  wlien  the  enemy  entered  the 
fort,  but  some  firing  took  place  immediately  after  between  the 
guard  at  the  souih  east  block  house,  and  the  sick  at  the  red  bar- 
racks, and  the  principal  resistance  was  made  at  these  points.  But 
their  resistance  was  vain  :  they  were  soon  overpowered,  and  a 
royal  salute  announced  to  the  surrounding  country  the  capture  of 
the  fort.  The  British  oflicial  report  of  the  capture  states  the 
American  loss  in  killed  at  65,  and  wounded  15,  all  with  the  bay- 
onet ;  but  this  is  said  upon  good  authority  not  to  include  many 
who  were  after  the  issuing  of  the  order,  found  bayonetted  in  the 
cellars  of  the  houses,  so  that  the  killed  may  be  estimated  at  80* 
On  the  part  of  the  enemy,  5  killed  and  3  wounded.  A  few  of  the 
garrison  escaped  by  crossing  the  pickets,  but  the  remainder  were 
made  prisoners. 

The  enemv  having  learned  the  success  of  the  detachment  un- 
der Colonel  Murray,  proceeded  to  burn,  plunder  and  destroy  the 
whole  frontier  from  Niagara  fort  to  the  falls,  which  includes  the 
villages  of  Youngstown,  Lewistown,  Manchester,  and  the  Indian 
village  of  Tuscarora.  The  inoffensive  and  unarmed  inhabitants 
who  could  not  escape,  were  many  of  them  most  inhumanly  butch- 
ered. 

These  measures  and  proceedings  of  the  enemy  were  attempted  to 
be  justified  by  our  previous  example  in  the  burning  of  Newark,  and 
we  should  have  been  ready  to  conclude  that  their  vengeance  had 
been  satiated,  but  events  proved  that  nothing  within  their  power 
was  to  escape.  They  accordingly  re-crossed  the  river,  leaving  a 
garrison  in  fort  Niagara,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  opposite  Black- 
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Rock,  where  they  immediately  made  dispositions  for  again  cross^ 
ing.  In  the  mean  time  General  Hall  of  the  New  York  militia  had 
arrived  at  Black  Rock  with  about  1000  volunteers  and  1000  mili- 
tia af  his  own  brigade.  But  the  enemy  effected  their  landing  on 
the  30th  and  accomplished  their  diabolical  purposes.  The  follow- 
ing letter  from  General  Hall  to  Gov.  Tompiuus  gives  a  lengthy 
and  minute  account  of  their  proceedings: 

"The  confusion  into  which  every  thing  was  thrown  by  the 
events  of  the  30th  December,  and  the  imperious  necessity  of  ta- 
k;.]o-  precautionary  measures  against  the  advances  of  the  enemy, 
piit'it  out  of  my  power  to  furnish,  at  an  earlier  period,  a  detailed 
afcount  of  the  operations  on  this  frontier,  during  my  hitherto  un- 
fortunate and  embarrassing  command  ;  add  to  this,  the  extreme 
di  fi'Milty  of  collecting  authentic  facts,  relative  to  our  loss,  smce 
th-  forces  under  my  command  were  of  that  multiform  descrip- 
tion, wnlchthey  nec-ssanly  were,  being  conpo.sed  almost  wnolly 
of  volunteer  militia  and  exempts,  hastily  and  confusedly  assenfi- 
bled  in  the  moment  of  alarm,  and  dissipated  by  the  events  ol  a 
battle.  . 

«  The  storming  of  fort  Niagara  and  the  burning  of  Lewistown, 
oresaging  further  devastation,  threw  this  whole  country  into  the 
most  violent  agitation :  on  the  moment,  and  without  any  previ- 
ous preparation,  I  hastened  to  Batavia,  with  a  view  to  take  such 
measures  as  might  be  within  my  power,  to  repel  the  enemy  and 
protect  the  frontier.  I  hastily  collected  from  the  militia  and  vo- 
lunteers of  Gennessee  county  and  the  brigade  of  General  Wads- 
worth,  in  Ontario,  a  considerable  force,  but  generally  deficient  in 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  the  necessary  conveniences  of  a  camp. 
In  the  evening  of  the  22d  December,  Gen.  M'Clure,  with  the  re- 
gulars under  command  of  Major  Riddle,  arrived  in  Batavia,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  signified  by  a  letter,  his  desire  that  I 
would  take  the  command,  during  this  moment  of  general  alarm. 
I  accordinly  proceeded  to  organize  in  the  best  manner  in  my  power 
the  forces  then  at  Batavia,  and  with  the  arms  and  ammunition 
collected  from  different  sections  of  the  country,  and  what  little 
could  be  procured  from  the  arsenals  at  Canandaigua  and  Batavia, 
I  was  enabled  to  get  under  march  on  the  25th  for  Lewistown,  a 
body  of  infantry  about  150  strong,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Lawrence, 
supported  by  one  company  of  cavalry  under  command  of  Capt. 
Marvin,  with  orders  to  proceed  and  join  a  corps  of  militia,  said  to 
be  200  strong,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Atchinson,  which 
was  stationed  at  Forsyth's,  on  the  ridge  road,  fifteen  miles  east 
from  Lewistown,  to  collect  and  save  all  the  ammunition  in  his 
newer,  which  had  been  removed  from  the  arsenal  at  Lewistown, 
'and  was  then  dispersed  on  the  r^  ad  and  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  with  instructions   to   act  as   circumstances  and  the 
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nature  of  his  force  would  permit  against  the  enemy ;  and  if  prac- 
ticable to  effect  a  junction  v\ith  tha  main  force  at  Buffalo,  bj  the 
way  of  Manchester,  Schlo.xser,  and  thence  up  the  river  to  Black 
Rock  ;  leaving  as  a  reserve  the  corps  under  Col.  4tchinson,  at 
their  station  near  Lewistown.  I  then  ordered  the  remainder  of 
the  troops  to  Buffalo,  with  the.  exception  of  the  regular  forces, 
over  whom  I  assumed  no  commajid. 

"On  the  morning  of  the  25th  I  proceeded  to  Buffalo,  leaving 
Gen.  M'Clure  at  Batavia  with  instructions  to  organize  such  de- 
tachments of  volunteers  as  might  arrive,  and  direct  their  march 
for  B'-fffalo.  I  arrived  in  Buffalo  on  the  morning  of  the  26th, 
and  there  found  a  considerable  body  of  irregular  troops  of  various 
descriptions,  disorganized  and  confused....every  thing  wore  the  ap- 
pearance of  con>ternation  and  dismay.  On  the  same  day  I  is- 
sued an  order  to  the  several  commandants  of  corps,  Tt  a  return 
of  the  nun]bpr  of  eff'tctive  men  under  their  command  ;  and  an 
order  to  Capt.  Camp,  A.  D.  Q.  M.  general  for  the  return  of  the 
ordnan-ce  and  ordnance  stores,  in  the  quarter  master's  depart- 
ment ;  a  copy  of  which  I  have  heretofore  had  the  honour  to  for- 
ward to  your  excellency,  and  which  sufficiently  exhibits  the  des- 
titute condition  of  that  department.  On  the  27th,  I  ordered  a 
review  of  all  the  troops  under  my  command  at  BuflTalo  and  the 
Rock,  when  I  found  my  numerical  force  to  be  as  follows  : 

**  At  Bufl^alo  under  Li^ut.  Col.  Boughton,  of  the  cavalry  and 
mounted  volunteers,  129;  Lieut.  Col.  Blackslee,  of  Ontario  ex- 
empt? and  volunteers,  433  ;  Lieut.  Col.  Chapin,  of  the  Buffalo 
militia,  1 3d  ;  Lieut.  Col.  Mallory,  of  the  Canadian  volunteers,  97  ; 
Major  Adams,  of  the  Gennesfee  militia,  332.  At  the  Rock  were 
stationed  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Hopkins,  382 
eftVctive  men,  composed  of  the  corps  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Warren  and  Lieut.  Col.  Churchill,  exclusive  of  a  body  of  37 
mounted  infantry  under  comninnd  of  Capt.  Ransom  ;  83  Indians 
under  command  of  Lieut.  Col  Granger,  and  oue  piece  of  field  ar- 
tillery, a  6  pounder,  and  25  men  commanded  b}  Lieut.  Seely.... 
making  my  aggregate  nominal  force  on  the  27th,  to  be  1711 
men  :  add  to  this  a  regiment  of  Chatauque  militia,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  M'Mahan,  which  arrived  at  Buff'alo  on  the 
29th,  about  300  men,  which  swells  my  force  to  2011,  which  was 
reduced  on  the  morning  of  the  alarm,  by  desertions,  to  less  than 
1200  ;  and  so  deficient  were  my  supplies  of  ammunition,  that  a 
greater  part  of  the  cartridges  for  Col.  M'Mahan's  regiment  were 
made  and  distributed  after  they  were  paraded  on  the  morning  of 
the  bat  tie, 

"  The  movements  of  the  enemy  already  indicated  their  inten- 
tion of  artacking  the  village  of  Buffalo  or  Black  Rock,  which  left 
me  not  a  moment's  repose  from  the  arduous  duty  of  preparing  the 
most  effective  means  in  my  power   for  meeting  the  enemy  with 
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the  crude  force  under  my  command.  On  the  28th,  I  was  so  for» 
tunate  as  to  proeure  such  information  as  to  the  enemy's  move- 
ments, from  a  citizen  who  made  his  escape  from  Canada,  as  to 
leav('  me  no  doubt  as  to  their  intention. 

**  In  the  evfuiug  of  the  2yth,  at  about  12  o'clock,  I  received 
information  that  our  horse  patrole  had  been  fired  on  a  short  dis- 
tance below  Canjokaties  Creek,  and  one  mile  below  Black  R- ck. 
Lieut.  Boughton,  an  enterprising  and  brave  officer,  who  com- 
manded the  patrole,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him.  The  enemy 
advancfed  and  took  possession  of  the  sailors'  battery  near  Canjoka- 
ties creek.  The  troops  were  immediately  paraded  and  stood  by 
their  arms.  I  was  yet  uncertain  at  wUat  point  the  enemy  would 
attack  me  :  the  darkness  of  the  night  was  not  favourable  for 
making  observations.  I  was  appreliensive  the  enemy  designed  to 
make  a  feigned  attack  below  Black  Rock,  for  the  purpose  of  dravv- 
idg  off  my  force  from  the  village  of  Buffalo,  preparatory  to  a 
landing  above  the  village,  intending  thereby  to  take  it  by  sur- 
prise....at  the  same  time  being  anxious  to  anticipate  the  enemy's 
landing,  and  meet  them  at  the  water's  edge,  I  gave  orders  that 
the  troops  at  the  Rock,  commanded  by  Colonels  Warren  and 
Churchill,  ;Gen.  Hopkins  being  at  that  time  absent  from  camp)  to 
at'ack  the  enemy  and  endeavour  to  dislodge  them  from  the  batte- 
ry and  drive  them  to  their  boats.  The  attempt  failed  through 
the  confusion  into  which  the  militia  were  thrown,  on  the  first 
fire  of  the  enemy  and  the  darkness  of  the  night :  they  were  dis- 
persed and  not  again  embodied  wnder  their  proper  ofificers  through 
the  day.  I  then  ordered  the  corps  under  Major  Adams  and  tlie 
corps  under  Col.  Chapin  to  make  the  attack.  This  was  attended 
with  no  better  effect.  The  mtn  were  thrown  into  confusion  by 
the  enemy's  fire,  and  after  skirmiyhing  a  short  time,  fled,  and 
were  not  again  embodied  through  the  day.  I  then  ordered  the 
corps  under  Col.  Blakeslie  to  advance  to  the  attack;  and  at  the 
same  time  I  put  the  remainder  of  my  troops  in  motion  for  the 
same  point  and  proceeded  by  the  hill  road  to  Black  Rock.  On  ap- 
proaching the  village  at  Black  Rock,  I  discovered  a  detachment 
of  the  enemy's  boats  crossing  to  our  shore  and  bending  their 
course  towards  the  rear  of  Gen.  Porter's  house.  The  day  was 
now  beginning  to  dawn.  1  immediately  countermanded  the  or- 
der given  to  Col.  Blakeslie  to  attack  the  enemy's  left,  and  direct- 
ed him  to  form  and  attack  the  enemy's  centre  at  the  water's 
edge. 

"  I  now  became  satisfied  as  to  the  disposition  and  object  of  the 
enemy,  which  I  ascertained  to  be  as  follows: 

"Their  left  wing  composed  of  about  800  regular  troops  and  in- 
corporated militia,  and  150  or  200  Indians,  were  disposed  belov\' 
Canjokaties  creek,  and  had  been  landed  under  cover  cf  the  night. 
With  this  force  the   enemy  designed  to  cover  their  left,  outflank 
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our  right  and  cut  off  our  rctrtat  by  the  woods.  With  their  cen- 
trc,  consisting*  of  about  400  of  the  royal  Scents  commanded  by 
Colonel  Gordon,  the  battle  was  commenced.  Their  ri^ht,  which 
was  purposely  weak,  was  landed  near  our  main  battery,  under 
cover  of  a  high  bank,  and  was  merely  calculated  to  divert  our 
force  from  the  principal  attack;  the  whole  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  General  Drummond,  conducted  to  the  attack  by  Major 
General  Riall.  I  thereupon  ordered  the  enemy's  left  wing,  which 
was  discovered  to  be  wheeling  upon  our  right,  to  be  attacked  by 
the  Indians  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Granger  and 
the  Canadian  volunteers  tinder  command  of  Colonel  Mallory.  At 
the  same  time  I  posted  the  regiment  under  command  of  Colonel 
M'Mahan  at  the  battery,  as  a  reserve,  to  act  as  emergencies 
should  require.  The  attack  was  commenced  by  a  fire  from  our  6 
pounder  under  Lieutenant  Seely,  bvlow  General  Porter's  house,  and 
one  24  and  two  twelve  pounders  at  the  battery  under  command 
ef  Lieutenant  Farnum,  of  the  21st  U.  S.  infantry,  acting  as  a  vol- 
unteer. At  the  same  time  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  from 
their  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  of  shells,  spherical 
and  hot  shot,  and  ball.  The  regiment  under  command  of  Colonel 
Blakeslie,  about  400  strong,  were  regularly  in  a  line,  together 
with  detached  bodies  from  other  corps,  amounting,  according  to 
the  best  estimate  I  can  make,  in  all  about  600  men.  These  few 
but  brave  men,  commenced  the  attack  with  musketry  upon  the 
enemy  in  their  boats  and  poured  upon  them  a  most  destructive 
fire.  Every  inch  of  ground  was  disputed  with  the  steady  coolness 
of  veterans,  and  at  the  expense  of  many  valuable  lives.  Their 
bravery,  at  the  same  time  that  it  casts  a  lustre  over  their  names^ 
reflects  equal  disgrace  on  those  who  flfd  at  the  first  appearance 
of  danger,  and  whom  neither  intreaties  nor  threats  could  turn  back 
to  the  support  of  their  comrades.  Perceiving  that  the  Indians  on 
whom  I  had  relied  for  attacking  the  enemy's  flank,  were  offering 
us  no  assistance,  and  that  our  right  was  endangered  by  the  ene- 
my's lefi,  1  gave  directions  for  the  reserve,  under  command  of 
Colonel  M'Mahan,  to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  on  our  right. 
But  terror  had  dissipated  this  corps,  and  but  few  of  them  could  be 
rallied  by  their  of5fictrs  and  brought  to  the  attack.  Of  this  corps 
there  were  some  who  merit  well  of  their  country,  but  more  who 
covered  themselves  with  disgrace.  The  defection  of  the  Indians 
and  of  my  reserve,  and  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the  cavalry  and 
mounted  men,  by  reason  of  the  nature  of  the  ground  on  which 
they  must  act,  left  the  forces  engaged,  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire 
in  front  and  flank. 

**  After  standing  their  ground  for  one  half  hour,  opposed  to  vete- 
ran and  highly  disciplined  troops,  overwhelmed  by  numbers  arjd 
nearl}'  surrounded,  a  retreat  became  Kecessary  to  their  safety, 
which  was  accordingly  made.     I  then  made  eveiy  effort  to  rally 
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(he   troops,  with  a  view  to  renew  the  attack  »n  the  enemy's  col- 
ijiuns.  on  t'leir  approach   to  the  village  of  Buffalo.      But  every  ef- 
fort proved  ineirectual....iind  experience  proves,  that  with  militia, 
a  retreat  becomes  a  flight,    and  a  battle  once  endea,  the  army  is 
dissipated.      Deserted  by  my  prmcipal  force,  I  fell  back  that  night 
to  the  Eleven   Mile  Creek,  and  was  forced  to  leave  the  flourishing 
villages  of  Black   Rock  and    Buffalo  a  prey  to  the   enemy,  which 
they  have   pillagf  d   and  laid  in  ashes.      At  the  Eleven  Mile  Creek 
I  collected  b^tvvten    two  and  three  hundred    men    who  remained 
fa  thful  to  their  country.    N-Vith  those  I  pres- rved  the  best  show  of 
d>  fence  in  my  power,  to  cover  the  fleeing  inhabitants  and  check 
the   advances  <,>f  the   enemy.     The   enem}' have  gained  but  little 
p'under  from  the  public  stores.     The  chief  loss  has  fallen  upon  the 
inch*  idual  sufferers      Eight  pieces  of  artillery  fell  into   the    hands 
of  the  enemy,  of  which  but  one  was  mounted  on  a  travelling  car- 
riage.     What  little  remained  of  tiie  public  stores,  capable  of  being 
moved,  is    p'eserved  through  the  exertions  of  Capt.  Camp,  of  the 
quarter  master's  department,  whose  bravery   is   only  equalled  by 
his  active    zeal  f  <r  the  public  service.     It  is  not  in  my    power  to 
give  a  particular  acc-unt  of  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  as  the 
wounded  were  generally  got  off  by  theii  friends  and  takei.  to  their 
homes,  and  our    dead  were    mostly  buried   by    the  enemy.     But 
from  the  bt  sf  information  1  can  collect,  our  loss  is  about   30  killed 
and  perhaps  40  wounded.     In  prisoners  our  loss  is  ascertained  to 
bt  69. ...twelve  of  whom  are    wounded.     The  enemy's   loss  must 
be  much  greater,  as  many  were  killed  in  their  boats   before  land- 
ing.    Their  loss  may  reasonably  be  presumed  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed,  at  not  less  than  200.     Lieutenant  Colonel   Boughton,  of  the 
light  dragoons,  is  among  our  slain.     He  was  a  good  officer  and  a  . 
valuable    citizen.       1  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  do  jus- 
tice to  all    those  who   were  engaged  on  this  day.       The  veteran 
Blakeslie  and  his  corps  were  pre-eminently  distinguished.     There 
were  of  the  broken  remains  of  other  corps  many  officers   and  sol- 
diers whose  bravery  and  conduct  merits  my  warmest  praise  ;  but 
having  fought  irregularly  and  in  detachments,  I  cannot  designate 
to  do  them  that  justice  they  de.-erve.     The   good  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant Seely  and    Lieutenant  Farnum,  who  had  charge  of  the  ar- 
tillery, wa.s  particularly  noticed.     The  cavalry  under  Col.  Bough- 
ton,  and   mounted   volunteers   under   Major  Warner,  receive  my 
thanks  for  their  prompt  obedience  of  orders,  and  the  valuable  ser- 
vices  rendered  in  the  iatiguing  duties  of  patroling  :    And,  it  is  a 
matter  of  regret,  that  the  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  we  con- 
tended, deprived  me  of  that  support  which  I  might  confidently  ex- 
pect from  their  bravery.     To  Lieutenant  Frasier,  of  the  LJ.  S.  in- 
fantry, I    tender   my  thanks  for  the    voluntary  services  which  he 
rendered  me  as  one  of  my  staff.     To  my  two  aids  de-camps.  Ma- 
jors Hosmer  and  Norton;,  1  cannot  withhold  my  warmest  thanks 
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for  their  cool  deliberate  bravery,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they 
executed  my  orders  from  the  first  movements  of  the  troops  in  the 
mo'-ning  to  the  close  of  the  day." 

The  events  which  have  been  delineated  in  this  chapter  are  of  a 
nature  to  call,  forth  the  indignation  of  every  American,  nay,  of 
every  christian.  It  is  in  vain  that  the  enemy  endeavour  to  justi- 
fy these  barbarities  as  retaliatory  measures  for  the  burning  of 
"Newark.  They  are  not  defensible  upon  any  such  ground  either 
in  their  extent  or  in  the  manner  of  their  accomplishment. 

We  are  not  about  to  justify  the  burning  of  Newark.. ..on  the 
contrary,  we  feel  as  the  whole  of  the  American  people  felt  and 
expressed  themselves  upon  that  occasion.  We  condemn  the 
act  as  barbarous  and  savage.  Yet  we  would,  at  the  same  time, 
compare  it  with  the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  and  frankly  state  the 
result  of  the  comparison.  Newark  was  burnt  by  Gen.  M'Clure 
about  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  fort  George,  after  24  hcurs* 
notice  being  given  to  the  inh^^bitants*  then  there,  that  the  town 
would  be  burned,  and  that  they  must  remove  with  their  effects 
elsewhere.  The  object  in  burning  the  town  was  to  deprive  the 
enemy  of  a  cover  for  their  troops  on  that  river  through  the  win- 
ter, and  to  protect  the  Niagara  frontier,  then  in  a  defenceless  si- 
tuation, from  the  inroads  of  the  enemy.  However  unjustifiable 
the  measure  upon  these  grounds,  let  us  for  a  moment  compare  it 
with  the  ravages  of  the  enemy;  and  first  the  deliberate  butchery 
of  the  garrison  at  Niagara  is  not  only  substantiated  by  the  oaths 
of  persons  present,  but  the  enemy's  official  report  of  the  capture 
contains  irresistible  evidence  that  no  quarters  were  given.  Who 
before  ever  heard  of  a  battle  where  the  list  of  the  killed  bore  A 
four  fold  proportion  to  the  wounded  ?  And  that  the  massacre  was 
pursued  after  all  resistance  had  ceased  is  also  proved  by  the  same 
report  ;  how  else  can  we  account  for  the  disproportion  in  the  loss 
of  the  garrison  and  the  enemy.  There  was  no  advantage  in  the 
position  of  the  enemy  to  which  such  a  result  is  attributable  ;  on 
the  other  hand  the  wslls  of  the  barracks,  we  should  have  suppo- 
sed, would  have  been  a  breastwork  for  the  garrison. 
,  Can  this  measure  be  justified  as  a  measure  of  retaliation  ?.... 
Where  can  the  enemy  point  to  a  like  measure  in  the  American 
troops  ?  it  may,  we  think,  be  boldly  asserted  that  it  is  not  to  be 
found. 

What  previous  notice  had  the  inhabitants  of  Lewistown, 
Youngstown,  Manchester  and  Buffalo  to  secure  themselves  and 
their  transportable  effects  from  the  general  conflagration  of  that 
frontier?  None.  How  can  it  be  justified,  then,  as  a  retaliatory 
measure  for  the  burning  of  Newark  .'' 

•  The  iiihabiuni'-  o'  Nl-w.-ivU  !i::»',  most  i>r  Oiir.i  abaiidoiuil  tlie  town  upon  tlie  captuve  of  tori 
".orge  by  tlit  Aiisiiicans. 
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AgaiB,  many  of  the  unarmed  inhabitants  were  most  barbarous* 
ly  murdered;  and  will  this  be  justified  as  a  retaliatory  measure  ? 
Surely  not.  In  vain  will  they  seek  for  a  previous  example,  unless 
it  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  British  army. 

We  must  here  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  reader,  while  we 
compare  the  retaliation  which  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  Ame- 
rican array  deemed  proper  to  take  for  that  inhuman  warfare  which. 
Gen.  Proctor,  with  his  Indian  allies,  had  exercised  at  the  river  Rai- 
sin, at  Frenchtown,  at  fort  Meigs,  and  upon  many  other  occa- 
sions. That  officer,  instead  of  leaving  the  prisoners  and  wounded 
of  that  very  army  who  had  either  partook  in  the  scenes  above  al- 
luded to,  or  coldly  witnessed  them,  and  vi^ho  fell  into  his  hands 
upon  the  Thames,  and  whose  fears  upon  that  occasion  show  how 
little  they  were  conscious  to  themselves  of  deserving  quarters,  to 
the  fate  they  so  justly  merited,  treated  them  with  the  greatest 
humanity  and  tenderness ;  and  upon  his  arrival  at  Krie,  commu- 
nicated to  a  British  officer,  who  was  afterwards  one  who  deso- 
lated the  Niagara  frontier,  the  ground  he  had  taken,  and  solicited 
a  return  ou  the  part  of  the  British  army  to  the  known  rules  of 
civilized  warfare. 

Had  the  British  army  adopted  the  example  given  them  by  Gen. 
Harrison,  how  differently  would  they  have  appeared  to  the  world, 
and  even  to  themselves.  Instead,  however,  of  placing  them- 
selves on  that  proud  eminence,  they  have  confirmed  all  in  the  be- 
lief of  their  inhumanity  and  barbarity,  and  shown  themselveis 
worthy  of  the  alliance  they  had  formed  with  the  savages. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


Creek  war Preliminary  observations Massacre  at  fort  Mims 

Battle  at  Tallushatches Battle  at  Talledega Battle  at 

Hillibee-towns. 

The  enemy  pursuing  the  system  of  enlisting  the  savages  ia 
the  war,  as  early  as  1812,  dispatched  emissaries  to  several  of 
the  Indian  tribes  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  generally  known  by 
the  names  of  Creeks,  Choctaws  and  Chickesaws,  to  hurry  them 
on  to  hostilities  against  the  United  States.  These  tribes  are  almost 
wholly  surrounded  by  the  populous  states  of  Georgia  and  Tennes- 
see and  by  the  American  settlements  in  the  Mississippi  territory. 
The  most  friendly  relations  had  subsisted  between  these  iiibes  and 
the  U.  States  for    many  years ;  and    the  latter,   by  a   most  be 
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nevoleiit    and    generous   policy,  had   succeeded    in   introducing 

among  tht-m  many  of  the    improvements  of  civjlized    sotiei}' 

But  sucli  is  unfortiniately  the  strong  propensitv  of  the  Indian  cha- 
racter for  war,  that  many  were  by  these  emissaries  inducto  to 
commit  the  most  wanton  acts  of  barbarity  and  murder  uponiUtir 
American  neighbours  and  friends. 

Yet  the  more  experienced  chiefs  were  so  well  aware  of  the 
evils  such  a  war  must  produce  upon  the  tribes,  that  they  made 
use  ol  their  best  tndtavi-urs  to  suppress  and  punish  these  hostile 
acts,  and  for  a  time  succeeded.  But  many  of  the  Cietks  would 
n..t  listen  to  the  dictates  of  discretion  or  wisdom,  and  a  must 
bi  >ody  civil  war  broke  out  among  them,  which  ended  in  the  en- 
ti*^  destnction  and  dispersion  of  the  American  or  peace  party..... 
The  Creeks  now  received  of  their  allies  the  necessary  arms  and 
munitions  of  \>'ar,  and  commenced  open  and  avowed  hostilities 
agJiUust  the  United  States,  by  one  ot  the  most  horrid  massacres 
recorded  in  the  history  of  Indian  warfare.  The  follovxhig  ac- 
count of  it  i.<  extracted  from  a  letter  of  Judge  Toulmin,  dated 
Stptember  7th,  18  1 3. 

*«Tbe  dreadful  catastrophe  which  we  have  been  some  time  an- 
ticipating has  at  length  taken  place.  The  Indians  have  r>rnk>  n 
in  upon  us,  in  numbers  and  fury  unexampled.  Our  settlement  is 
overrtm,  and  our  country,  I  ftar,  is  on  the  eve  of  being  depopula- 
ttd.  The  accounts  which  we  received  led  us  to  expect  pn  at- 
tack about  the  full  moon  of  August  ;  and  it  was  known  at  Ptnsa- 
C'la,  when  the  ammunition  was  given  to  the  Indians  who  were 
to  be  the  leaders  of  the  respective  parties  destined  to  attack  the 
different  parts  of  our  settlement.  The  attempt  was  made  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  ammunition  (issue  d  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  re- 
commendation of  a  British  general)  on  their  way  from  Pensacola 
(and  in  which  it  was  said  the  Indians  lost  more  than  20  men,  al- 
though only  one  third  of  our  people  stood  their  grciund^  it  is  high- 
ly probable  in  some  measure  retarded  their  operations  ;  and  the 
steady  succession  of  rain  contributed  to  produce  the  sam.e  effect. 
Hrt'^l  thtir  attempt  been  conducted  with  more  judgment  and  sup- 
potted  with  more  vigor,  there  would  have  been  an  end,  for  a 
time  of  Indian  warfare.  In  consequence  of  the  delay,  our  citizens 
began  to  grow  careless  and  confident ;  and  several  families  v^  ho 
h;ui  removed  from  Tensavv  to  fort  Stoddert,  returned  again  and 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  merciless  savages. 

*'  Our  whole  plan  of  deft  nee  was  erroneous.  It  was  adopted 
bv  thr  citizens  under  an  imperfi-ct  view  of  their  danger.  Fr^m 
the  best  accounts  which  I  can  obtain,  I  suppose  that  there  m^-st 
have  been  twenty  forts  erected  on  the  two  sides  of  the  river  be- 
tween Fort  .^todd.-rt  and  tbt  upper  settit  merts,  a  di^tance  of  about 
70  miles,  which  in  a  country  so  thinly  settled   as  ours,  icould  no* 
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be  maintained,  even  if  they  had  bf  en  better  constructed.  About 
thi.'  20' 11  ■•(  August,  iotPlligence  was  communicated  to  us  b_^,  me 
C'loctav  Indians,  that  in  eight  or  ten  da>s  an  attack  would  be 
made  by  distinct  bodies  of  Creeks  on  Mim's  Fort,  in  the  TensHW 
settlement,  which  is  on  the  east  side  of  Alabama,  nearly  opposite 
to  Fort  Stoddert....on  the  forts  in  the  forks  of  Tombigby  anr  Ala- 
bama....on  Easely's  fort,  near  the  Choctaw  line  on  the  Tombigby, 
and  finally  on  the  Fort  and  United  States'  trading  house  at  \i, 
Hupkins.  A  v«-ry  valuable  officer,  Majot  Beaselj  of  the  Missi-ip- 
pi  Territory  volunteers,  commanded  at  Fort  Mims.  About  a  "i:Ie 
0/  two  from  it  was  another  fort,  at  Pierce's  mills;  and  a  -1  .v 
miles  below  that  place,  at  another  mill  a  small  party  of  soldii  rs 
was  also  stationed,  Mims,  however,  where  were  the  greatrst 
number  of  families  and  property  collected,  seems  to  have  been  the 
sole  object  of  attack  in  that  quarter. 

"  A  few  da}s  bt-fore  the  attack,  some  negroes  of  Mr.  M'Girt's, 
who  lived  in  that  part  of  the  Creek  territory  which  is  inhabited  by 
half  breedi--, had  been  sent  up  the  A'abama  to  iiis  plantation  for  corn; 
three  of  tlK^n  were  taken  by  a  partv  of  Indians.  One  escap  d 
aiid  brought  down  news  of  the  approach  of  the  Indians.  The  of- 
ficer gave  but  little  credit  to  him  ;  but  they  made  some  furiheF 
preparation  to  receive  the  enemy.  On  the  next  day  Mr.  Jamee 
Cornels,  a  haU'breed,  and  some  white  men,  who  had  been  out  on 
the  late  battle  ground,  and  discovered  the  trail  of  a  considerable 
bod}'  of  Indians  going  toward?  Mr.  M'Girt's,  came  to  the  fort  and 
informed  the  commanding  otiicer  of  the  discovery.  Though 
their  report  did  not  appc^ar  to  receive  full  credit,  it  occasioned 
great  exertion*. ;  and  Saturday  and  Sunday,  considerable  work 
was  done  to  put  the  fort  in  a  state  of  defence.  Sunday  morniijg 
three  jiegroe.-*  were  sent  out  to  attend  the  cattle,  who  soon  return- 
ed with  an  account  that  they  had  seen  20  Indians.  Scouts  were 
sent  out  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report.  They  returned  and 
declared  that  they  could  see  no  signs  of  Indians.  One  of  the  ne- 
groes belonging  to  Mr.  Randon  was  whipped  for  bringing  what 
they  deemed  a  false  report. ...He  was  sent  out  again  on  Monday, 
and  saw  a  body  of  Indians  approaching  ;  but  afraid  of  being  whip- 
prd  he  did  not  return  to  Mim's,  but  to  Pierce's  fort;  but  before 
his  story  could  be  communicated,  the  attack  was  made.  The  com- 
manding officer  called  upon  Mr.  Fletcher,  who  owned  another  oi 
the  negroes,  to  whip  him  also,. ..He  believed  the  boy  and  resisted 
two  or  three  applications ;  but  at  length  they  had  him  actually- 
brought  out  for  the  purpose,  wtien  the  Indians  appeared  in  view 
of  the  fort.  The  gate  was  open.  The  Indians  had  to  come  thro' 
an  open  field  150  yards  wide,  before  they  could  reach  the  fort, 
and  yet  they  were  within  thirty  steps  of  the  fort,  at  11  in  the 
morning,  before  they  were  noticed.  The  sentry  then  gav^  i^^e 
cry  of 'Indians !'  and   they  immediately  setup  a  most  terrible 
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war-whoop  and  rushed  into  the  gate  with  inconceivable  rapidityj, 
and  got  within  it  before  the  people  of  the  fort  had  any  i^ppoituni- 
ty  of  shutting  it.  This  decided  their  fate.  Major  Beasely  was 
shot  through  the  belly  near  the  gate.  He  called  to  the  men  to 
take  care  of  the  amnf>unition  and  to  retreat  to  the  house.  He 
•went  himself  to  a  kitchen  where  it  is  supposed  he  niust  have  been 
burnt. 

**  The  fort  was  originally  square.  Major  Beasely  had  it  en- 
larged, by  extending  the  lines  of  two  sides  about  50  feet,  and 
putting  up  a  new  side  into  which  the  gate  was  removed.  The 
old  line  of  pickets  stood  :  and  the  Indians  upon  rushing  into  the 
gate,  obtained  possession  of  this  additional  part,  and  through  the 
port  holes  of  the  old  line  of  pickets  fired  on  the  people  who  held 
the  interior.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  fort,  an  off>et  or  bastion 
was  made  round  the  back  gate,  which  being  open  on  ti  e  outride 
was  also  taken  possession  of  by  the  Indians,  who  with  the  axes 
that  lay  scattered  about  immediately  began  to  cut  down  the  gate. 
There  was  a  large  body  of  Indians,  though  they  probably  did  not 
exceed  400.  Our  people  seemed  to  sustain  the  attack  with  un- 
daunted spirit.  They  took  possession  of  the  port  holes  in  the  oth- 
er lines  of  the  fort,  and  fired  on  the  Indians  who  remained  in  the 
field.  Some  of  the  Indians  got  on  the  block  hrust,  at  one  of  the 
corners :  but  after  firing  a  good  deal  down  upon  the  people  they 
were  dislodged.  They  succeeded  however  in  settmg  fire  to  a 
house  near  the  pickets  from  which  it  vva>  communicated  to  the 
kitchen  and  from  thence  to  the  main  dwelling  house.  They  at- 
tempted to  do  it  by  burning  srrows,  but  failed.  When  the  peo- 
ple in  the  fort  saw  the  Indians  retained  full  possession  of  the  outer 
jcourt,  that  the  gate  continued  open,  that  their  men  fell  verj  fast, 
and  that  their  houses  were  in  flames,  they  began  to  despond. 
Some  determined  to  cut  their  way  through  the  pickets  and  escape. 
Of  the  whole  number  of  white  men  and  half-breeds  in  the  fort,  it 
is  supposed  that  not  more  than  25  or  yO  escaped,  and  of  these 
many  were  wounded.  The  rest  and  almost  all  the  women  and 
children  fell  a  sacrifice  either  to  the  arn)S  of  the  Indians  or  to  the 
flames.  The  battle  terminated  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a 
half  before  sun.«et. 

"The  information  thus  far,  was  given  tome  by  a  person  ot 
character  and  credibility,  who  was  present  during  the  v\hole 
scene,  and  who  escaped  through  the  opening  made  in  the  pick- 
ets. The  women  and  children  took  refuge  in  an  upper  story  of 
the  dwelling  house  :  and  it  is  said  that  the  Indians  when  the 
buildings  were  in  flames,  danced  round  them  with  savage  delight. 
The  helpless  victims  perished  in  the  flames.  It  is  al.-^o  reportedj, 
that  when  the  buildings  were  burning  and  the  few  who  remained 
were  exposed  to  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  they  collected  as 
many  as  they  could  of  the  guns  of  the   deceased,  and  threw  both 
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VUem  nnci  the  remaining  stock  of  ammunition  into  the  flames,  to 
prevent  their  becomiufij  subservient  in  t.  e  hands  of  the  Indians, 
to  the  destruction  of  their  fellow  citizens.  Surely  this  was  an  in- 
stance of  determined  resolution  and  benevolent  foresight  of  which 
there  are  not  many  examples. 

"  But  notwithstanding  the  bravery  of  our  fellow  citizens,  the 
Indians  carried  all  before. them,  and  murdered  the  armed  and  the 
helpless  without  discrimination.  Our  loss  is  7  commissioned  offi- 
cers and  about  iOO  non  commissioned  officers  and  privates,  of  the 
first  regiment  of  Mississippi  Territory  volunteers.  There  were 
about  24  families  of  men,  women  and  children  in  the  fort,  of  whom 
almost  all  have  perished,  amounting  to  about  iSO  souls.  I  reckon^ 
however,  among  them  about  six  families  of  half  breeds,  and  seven 
Indians.  There  were  also  about  100  negroes,  of  whom  a  large 
proportion  were  killed.  The  half  breeds  have  uniformly  done 
themselves  honor,  and  those  who  survive  will  aiford  great  assist- 
ance in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Some  of  the  most  respecta- 
ble among  them  were  at  Pierce's  fort,  and  are  ready  with  all  their 
dexterity  and  all  their  courage,  to  avenge  the  death  of  their 
friends,  and  the  destruction  of  their  property.  It  was  principally 
through  them  that  we  learnt  that  the  real  object  of  the  Indians,  in 
obtaining  ammunition  at  Pensacola,  was  to  make  immediate  war 
on  the  white  people,  and  that  the  idea  entertained  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Creek  Nation,  that  this  was  only  a  secondary  and  re- 
inotfc  object,  was  not  founded  in  fact,  and  was  probably  suggest- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  putting  us  off  our  guard,  and  keeping  out  of 
sight  the  real  intention  of  their  revolt  agaiust  the  constituted  au- 
Ihorities  of  their  nation," 

Other  accounts  state  the  Indian  force  employed  upon  this  occa- 
sion at  700  warriors,  and  the  whole  number  of  souls  in  the  garri- 
son at  308,  of  whom  only  18  escaped,  and  that  all  the  adjacent 
country  was  burned  and  plundered. 

The  hostility  of  the  Creeks  had  been  anticipated  by  the  United 
States  and  the  governments  of  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  and  mea- 
sures weie  taken  to  have  forces  prepared  for  any  event.  As  ear- 
ly as  July,  a  brigade  of  Georgia  militia  were  detached  and  put  in 
readiness  for  the  expected  attack,  under  the  command  of  Brig. 
Gen.  Floyd  ;  but  from  some  defect  or  omission  in  the  commissary 
department,  this  force  was  unable  to  act  efficiently  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  season.  The  militia  and  volunteers  from  Tennessee, 
under  Gen.  Jackson,  were  ready  immediately  to  take  vengeance 
for  the  massacre  at  fort  Mims. 

We  have  no  authentic  account  of  the  amount  of  the  force  un- 
der Gen.  Jackson,  but  it  may  be  estimated  at  between  three  and 
four  thousand  men.  They  were  assembled  at  the  tea  islands  in 
ihe  river  Coosey  in  the  latter  part  of  September. 
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Battle  at  Tallvf^hotches...  .On  the  2d  of  November,  Genera> 
Jackson  learned  tl;  ;  consider abk  force  of  hostile  Cret^ks  wt-re 
concentrated  at  TaUusliiatches  He  immediately  detached  Gcn^ 
John  Coffee  with  a  part  of  his  brigade  to  attack  and  destroy  the 
place,  which  was  most  complet<  ly  eff  cted  on  the  3d. 

The  following  account  of  the  expedition  is  from  Gen.  Coffee'c 
official  report  to  Gen,  Jackson  : 

<f  Pursuant  to  your  order  of  the  2d,  !  detailed  from  my  brigade 
of  cavalry  and  mounted  riflemeo,  900  ra^-n  and  officers,  and  pro- 
ceeded directly  to  the  Tallushatrhcs  towns,  crossed  Coosiy  river 
at  tlie  Fish-Dam  ford,  three  or  four  nr-iles  above  this  plac.-'.  J  ar- 
lived  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the  town  on  the  niorning  of 
the  3d,  at  which  plact-  1  divided  mj  detachment  info  two  co- 
lumns, the  right  composed  of  the  cavalry  commanded  b_^  Col, 
AUcorn,  to  cross  over  a  large  creek  ihat  lay  between  us  and  the 
towns,  the  left  column  was  of  the  mounted  riflf  men  under  the 
command  of  Col.  Cannon,  with  whom  1  marched  myself.  CoL 
AUcorn  was  ordered  to  march  up  on  the  right  and  encircle  one 
half  of  the  town,  and  at  the  same  time  the  left  would  form  a 
half  circle  on  the  leff^  and  unite  the  head  of  the  columns  in  front 
of  the  town  ;  all  of  which  was  performed  as  I  could  wish.  When 
!  arrived  in  half  a  mile  of  th^  town,  the  drums  of  the  enemy 
began  to  beat,  mingled  with  their  savage  yells,  preparing  for  ac- 
tion. It  was  after  sun-ri.^e  an  hour,  when  the  action  was  brought 
on  by  Capt.  Hammond's  and  Lieut.  Patterson's  companies,  who 
who  had  gone  on  within  the  circle  of  alignment  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  out  the  enemy  from  their  buildings,  which  had  the 
most  happy  effects.  As  soon  as  Capt.  Hammojid  exhibited  his 
front  in  view  of  the  town  (which  stood  in  open  woocland)  and 
gave  a  few  scattering  shot,  the  enemy  formed  and  made  a  vio- 
lent charge  on  him ;  he  gave  way  as  they  advanced,  until  they 
met  our  right  column,  which  gave  them   a  general   fire  and  then 

charged;  this  changed  the  direction  of  the  charge  completely 

The  enemy  retreated,  firing,  until  they  got  around  and  in  their 
buildings,  where  they  made  all  the  resistance  that  an  overpower- 
ed soldiery  could  do  ;  they  fought  as  long  as  one  existed,but  their 
destruction  was  very  soon  completed ;  our  men  rushed  up  to  the 
doors  of  the  houses,  and  in  a  few  minutes  killed  the  last  warrior 
of  them.  The  enemy  fought  with  savage  fury,  and  met  death 
with  a]l  its  horror?,  without  shrinking  or  complaining,  not  nue 
disked  to  be  spared,  but  fought  so  long  as  they  could  stand  or  sit. 
In  consequence  of  their  flying  to  their  houses  and  mixing  with 
the  families,  our  men,  in  killing  the  males,  without  intention  killed 
and  wounded  a  few  of  the  squaws  and  t  hildren,  which  wa-;  re- 
gretted by  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  detachment,  but  which 
could  not  be  avoided. 
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^*The  numbf^r  of  the  enemy  kilVd  was  one  hundred  and  eighty 
six  that  vvert  counted,  and  a  .uiuibei  of  oth-rs  that  wer^^  kiilfd 
in  the  weeds  and  not  found.  1  think  the  calculation  a  reasouable 
one,  to  say  t>vo  hundred  of  them  were  killed,  and  eighty-four  pri- 
soners of  women  and  children  w^^e  taken.  Not  one  of  the  war- 
riors escaped  to  carry  the  news,  a  cacumstance  unknown  hereto- 
fore. 

"  [  lo«t  five  men  kill  d  and  forty  one  wounded,  none  mortally, 
the  greater  oart  slightly,  a  number  with  arrows  ;  two  of  the  men 
killed  was  with  arrows;  this  appears  to  forma  very  principal 
part  of  the  enemy's  arms  for  warfare;  every  man  having  a  bow 
with  a  bundle  of  arrows,  which  is  used  after  the  first  fire  with 
the  gun,  until  a  leisure  time  for  loading  offers. 

"  It  is  with  pleasure  1  say  that  our  men  acted  with  deliberation 
and  firmness ;  notwithstanding  our  numbers  were  far  superior  to 
t!i.it  'f  the  en*' my,  it  was  a  circumstance  to  us  unknow,aiid  from  the 
parade  of  the  enemy  we  had  every  reason  to  suppose  them  our 
equals  in  number,  but  there  app^'ared  no  visible  traces  of  alarm  in 
any  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  appeared  cool  and  determined,  nnd 
no  doubt  when  they  face  a  foe  i.f  their  own  or  of  a  superior  num- 
ber, they  will  show  the  same  courage  as  on  this  occasion." 

Battle  at  Talledega...,On  the  7th  November  General  Jackson 
learned  that  a  friendly  part  of  the  Cret-ks,  at  the  fort  at  Tallede- 
ga,  (about  thirty  miles  distant)  were  threatened  with  an  attack 
from  a  large  force  of  hostile  Creeks;  he  accordingly  marched  to 
their  relief  in  the  evening,  and  arrived  within  six  miles  of  the 
fort  the  niixt  day,  where  he  encamped  for  the  night,  and  the 
next  morning  at  4  o'clock  resumed  his  march  to  attack  the  ene- 
my, who  were  encamped  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
fort,  and  succeeded  in  dispersing  them  with  great  slau2:iiter. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  general's  official  letter, 
giving  the  particulars  of  the  battle  : 

"  At  sun-rise  we  came  within  half  a  nnile  of  them,  and  having 
formed  my  men,  I  moved  on  in  battle  order.  The  mtantry  were 
in  three  lines  ...the  militia  on  the  hft  and  the  volunteers  on  the 
right.  The  cavalry  formed  the  extreme  wings;  and  were  or- 
dered to  advance  in  a  curve,  keeping  tiieir  rear  connected  s\  itli 
the  advance  of  their  infantry  lines,  and  enclose  the  enemy  in  a 
circle.  The  advanced  guard  whom  1  sent  forward  to  bring  on 
the  engagement,  met  the  attack  of  the  enemy  with  great  i;ure- 
pidity  ;  and  having  poured  upon  them  four  or  five  very  gallant 
rounds,  fell  back  as  they  had  been  previously  ordered,  to  the  main 
army.  The  enemy  pursued,  and  the  front  hne  vvas  now  ordered 
to  advance  and  meet  him;  but  owitig  to  some  mi;sunderstanding, 
a  few  companies  of  militia,  who  composed  a  part  of  it,  comnien- 
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Qe6  a  retreat.  At  this  moment  a  corps  of  cavalry  commanded 
by  Litut.  Col.  Dyer,  which  I  hrid  kept  us  a  reserve,  was  orueicd 
to  dismount  and  fill  up  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  retreat  .... 
Tiiis  order  was  executed  with  a  great  deal  of  promptitude  and 
ellect. 

"The  militia,  seeing  this,  speedily  rallied,  and  the  fire  became 
general  along  the  first  line,  and  on  that  part  of  the  wings  which 
was  contiguous.  1'he  enemy,  unable  to  stand  it,  began  to  retreat, 
but  were  met  at  every  turn  and  pursued  in  every  direction.  The 
right  wing  chased  them  v\ith  a  most  destructive  fire  to  the  moun- 
tams,  a  distance  of  about  three  milts  ;  and  had  1  not  been  com- 
pelled by  the  faux  pas  of  the  militia  in  the  onset  of  the  battle,  to 
dismount  my  reserve,  1  believe  not  a  man  of  them  vvould  have  es- 
caped. The  victory  however  was  very  decisive... .290  of  the  ene- 
my were  left  dead  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  many  more 
were  killed  who  were  not  found.  Wherever  they  ran,  they  left 
behind  traces  of  blood  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  very  few  will  re- 
turn to  their  villages  in  as  sound  a  condition  as  they  left  them.  I 
was  compelled  to  return  to  this  place  to  protect  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  get  my  baggage.  In  the  engagement  we  lost  15 
killed  and  15  wounded,  two  of  whom  have  since  died.  All  the 
officers  acted  with  the  utmost  bravery,  and  so  did  all  the  privates, 
except  that  part  of  the  militia  who  retreated  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  battle  ;  and  they  hastened  to  atone  for  their  error.... 
Taking  the  whole  together,  they  have  realized  the  high  expecta- 
tions I  had  formed  of  them,  and  have  fairly  entitled  themselves 
to  the  gratitude  of  their  country." 

Battle  at  Hillibee-tozvns Another  detachment  of  Tennessee 

Riilitia  was  assembleo  at  fort  Armstrong  under  Maj.  Gen.  John 
Cocke  early  in  November.  On  the  11th,  Gen.  White  was  de- 
tached and  sent  against  the  Hillibee  towns,  with  a  view  of  pu- 
nishing the  hostile  Creeks  in  that  quarter. 

The  following  is  Gen.  White's  official  letter  to  Gen.  Cocke,  gi- 
ving a  detailed  account  of  the  expedition  : 

"Under  your  order  of  the  11th  November,  I  immediately 
marched  with  the  mounted  iniVjutr}  under  the  in-mtdiate  com- 
mand of  Col.  Burcb,  the  cavalry  under  the  comr>  and  of  Major 
Porter,  and  a  few  of  the  Ciiorokee  Indians  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Morgan,  with  v(ry  shiMt  rations  tor  four  (iays  only.  We 
continued  our  march  to  Little  (;akfuskie,  when    we   fell   in    w'th 

and  captured  five    hostile  Cr<-rk  warriors,  sup[)0.'ed  to  be  spies 

Finding  no  other  Indians  at  that  place,  we  burned  the  town, 
which  consisted  of  30  hou.«es.  W  f  then  proceeded  to  a  town 
called  Genalga,  and  burned  the  same,  consi.stii  g  of  93  houst  s  ; 
thence  we   proceeded   to  isitiy  Chaptoa,  cousisting   of  about  25 
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iiousci,  vvlncli  I  cousiflered  it  most   prudent   not  to  destroy,  as  it 
mi  :;'u  pnssibl}-  be  of  use  at  some  future  period.      From  thence  \vc 
maroiit-d  to  the   Hillibee  town,  con;<i.^ting  of  about  20  houses,  ad- 
joininji;  which  was  Grayson's  farm.       Pievious  to  our  arrival  at 
that  place,  !  was  advised  that  a  part  of  the  hostile   Creeks   were 
assembled   there.     Having    marched   within  six  or  seven  miles  of 
it  on  the  17th,  1  dismounted   a  pari  of  the  force  under   my   com- 
mand, and  sent  them  under   the  command    of  Col.   Bu<ch,  with 
the  Cherokees   under   the  comm-ind  of  Col    Morgan,  in  advance, 
to  surround  the   town  in  the  night,  and  make  the   attack  at  day- 
light on  the  18th.     Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  town 
was   not  reached   until   after   daylight;  but  so  complete  was  the 
surprise,  that  we  succeeded  in   surrounding  the  town,  and  killing 
and  capturing   almost  (if  not  entirely)  the    whole   of  the    hostile 
Creeks  assembled  there,  consisting  of  about   3 Id,  of  which  num- 
ber about  sixty  warriors  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  the  remain- 
der made   prisoners.     Before    the    close  of  the   engagement,  my 
whole  force  was  up  and  ready  for  action,  had  it  becomes  necessa- 
ry ;  but  owing  to  the  want  of  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians, of  our  approach,  they  were  entirely  killed  and  taken  before 
they  could  prepare  for  any  effectual  defence.      We    lo*t   not   one 
drop  of  blood    in   accomplishing    this  enterprize.     We  destroyed 
this  village,  and    in   obedience  to   your   orders,  commenced   our 
march  for  this  post,  which  we  were  unable  to  reach  until  yester- 
day.    I  estimate  the  distance  from  this  to  Grayson's  farm,  at  about 
100  miles.     The  ground  over  which   we    travelled,  is    so   rough 
and  hilly  as  to  render  a  passage  very  difficult.     Many   defiles   it 
was  impossible  to  pass  in  safety,  without  the  greatest  precaution. 
For  a  part  of  the  time,  the  weather   was  so  veiy  wet,  being  en- 
cumbered with  prisoners,  and  the  troops   and  their   horses  having 
to  subsist  in  a  very  great  degree  upon  such  supplies   as  we   could 
procure  in  the   nation,  rendered   our   march   more   tardy  than  it 
otherwise  would  have  been. 

"  The  troops  under  my  command  have  visited  the  heart  of 
that  section  of  the  Creek  nation  where  the  red  sticks  were  first 
distributed. 

"  In  justice  to  this  gallant  band,  I  am  proud  to  state,  tint  the 
whole  of  the  officers  and  men  under  the  command  of  Col.  Burch 
performed  their  duty  cheerfully  and  without  complaint ;  that 
from  the  cool,  orderly  and  prompt  manner  hi  which  Major  Portei 
and  the  cavalry  under  his  command,  formed  and  conducted  them- 
selves in  every  case  of  alarm,  I  had  the  highest  confidence  in 
them.  Col.  Morgfin  and  the  Cherokees  under  his  command,  gave 
undeniable  evidence  that  they  merit  the  employ  of  their  govern- 
ment. In  short,  the  whole  detachment  under  my  command, 
conducted  in  aich  a  manner  as  to  cnahle  rac  'fi  assure  von  thqt 
2  II 
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they  are   capable   of  performing  any  thing   to   which   the    sam?. 
number  of  ineu  are  equal. 

"  (t  gives  me  pleasure  to  add,  that  Mr.  .M'Corry,  who  acted  as 
my  aid  m  this  expedition,  rendered  services  that  to  me  were  in- 
dispensable,  to  his  country  very  useful,  and  to  himself  highly  h©- 
rjouraole." 
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Creek  imr  continued Battle  at  Jutosse Attack  upon   eamp 

Defiance Expedition  to  the  btnd  of  the  Tallapoosa. 

Lv  the  latter  part  of  November,  the  Georgia  militia  under  Gen, 
Floyd,  had  surmounted  the  difficulties  attending  their  first  eflt.i  ts, 
and  on  the  29th  succeeded  in  defeating  a  large  body  of  hostile 
Creeks  at  Autosse.  The  following  is  Gen.  Floyd's  official  letter  to 
Gen.  Pinckney,  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  battle. 

"  Having  received  information  that  numbers  of  the  hostile  In- 
dians were  assembled  at  Autosse,  a  town  on  the  southern  bank  of 
the  Tallapoosa,  about  eighteen  miles  from  the  hickory  ground,  and 
twenty  above  the  junction  of  that  river  with  the  Coosa,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  it  with  950  of  the  Georgia  militia,  accompanied  by  be- 
tween 3  and  40U  friendly  Indians.  Having  encamped  withiu  9 
or  10  miles  of  the  point  of  destination  the  preceding  evening,  we 
nsunifd  the  march  a  f -w  minutes  before  one,  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th,  and  at  half  past  6  were  formed  for  action  in  front  of 
the  town. 

*'  Booth's  battalion  composed  the  right  column,  and  marched 
from  its  centre,  Watson's  battalion  composed  the  left,  and 
marched  from  its  right;  Adams'  rifle  company,  and  Merriwe- 
ther's,  under  Lieut.  Hendoi),  were  on  the  flanks;  Capt.  Thomas' 
artillery  marched  in  front  of  the  right  column  in  the  road. 

"  It  was  m}  intention  to  have  completely  surrounded  the  ene- 
my, by  appvrjing  the  right  wing  of  my  force  on  Canlebee  creek, 
at  the  mouth  of  which  1  was  informed  the  town  stood,  and  rest- 
in.j;  the  left  on  rhe  river  b-ink  below  the  town  ;  but  to  our  sur- 
prise, as  day  dawned  we  perceived  a  second  town,  about  500 
yards  b^low■  that  which  we  had  lir?t  viewed,  and  were  preparing 
to  attack.  The  plan  was  immediately  changed;  three  companies 
of  infantry  on  the  h  ft,  were  wheeled  to  the  left,  into  echelioTij 
and  were  advanced  to  the  low   town,  accompanied  by  Merriwe- 
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tiler's  rifle  company,  and  two  troops  of  light  dragoons  under  the 
command  of  Captains  Irwin  and  Steele. 

"The  residue  of  the  force  approached  the  upper  town,  and  the 
battle   soon   became  general.     The  Indians  presented  themselves 
at  every  point,  and  fought   with   the  desperate    bravery    ofr^al 
fanatics.     The  well  directed   fire,  however,  of  the  artillery,  add- 
ed   to  the    charge   of  the    bayonet,   soon  forced    them    to   take 
refuge  in  the  out-houses,  thickets  and  copses   in  the    rear    of  the 
town  ;  many,  it  is  believed,  concealed  themselves   in  caves,  pre- 
viously formed  for  the  purpose  of  secure   retreat,  in  the  high  bluff 
of  the  river  which  jv&h  thickly  covered  with  reed  and  brushwood. 
The   Indians   of  the   friendly   party,  who  accompanied  us  on  the 
expedition,  were    divided  into   four  companies,  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  leaders  of  their  own  selection.     They   were,  by 
engagement  entered  into  the   day  previous,  to   have  crossed  'the 
river  above  the  town,  and  been  posted  on  the  opposite  shore  dur- 
ing the  action,  for  the  purpose  of  firing    upon  such  of  the  enemy 
as  might  attempt  to  escape,  or  keep  in  check  any  reinforcements 
which  might  probably  be  thrown  in  from  the  neighbouring  towns 
but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  the  ford,  and  coldness  of  the  wea- 
ther, and   the   lateness  of  the  hour,  this  arrangement  failed,  and 
their   leaders   were  directed  to  cross  Canlebee  creek  and  occupy 
that  flank,  to  prevent  escapes  from  the  Tallisee  town.     Some  time 
after  the  action  commenced,  our  red  friends  thronged  in  disorder 
in  the  rear  of  our  lines.      The  Cowetaws,  under  M'lntosh,  and 
the  Tookabatchians,  under  Mad  DogVSon,  fell  in  our  flanks,  and 
fought  with  an  intrepidity  worthy  of  any  troops. 

"  At  nine  o'clock  the  enemy  was  completely  driven  from  the 
plam,  and  the  houses  of  both  towns  wrapped  in  flames.  As  we 
were  then  60  miles  from  any  depot  of  provisions,  and  our  5  days» 
rations  pretty  much  reduced,  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country, 
which  m  a  few  moments  could  have  poured  from  its  numerous 
towns  hosts  of  the  fiercest  warriors;  as  soon  as  the  dead  and 
wounded  were  disposed  of,  I  ordered  the  place  to  be  abandoned 
and  the  troops  to  commence  their  march  to  Chatahouche. 

"Itisdifficuhto  determine  the  strength  of  the  enemv,  but 
from  the  information  of  some  of  the  chiefs,  which  it  is  said  can 
be  rehedon,  there  were  assembled  at  Autosse,  warriors  from  eiaht 
towns  for  ,t«  defence,  it  being  their  beloved  ground,  on  which 
they  proclaimed  no  white  man  could  approach  without  inevitable 
destruction.  It  is  difficult  to  give  a  precise  account  of  the  los*  of 
the  enemy  ;  but  from  the  number  which  were  lying  scattered 
over  the  field,  together  with  those  destroyed  in  the  towns,  and 
the  many  slain  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  respectable  offi- 
cers affirm  they  saw  lying  in  heaps  at  the  water's  edge,  where 
thty  had  been  precipitated  by  their  surviving  friends,  their  loss  in 
xiUed,  independent  of  their  wounded,  must  have  been  at  least 
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200,  (among  whom  are  the  Autosse  aud  Tailiyee  kinas)  and  iroUi 
the  circumstance  of  their  makinp;  no  cfTorts  to  nnolei-t  our  return, 
probably  greater.  The  number  of  buildings  burnt,  some  of  a  su- 
perior order  for  the  dwi-liiog  of  savages,  aud  lilled  with  valuable 
articles,  is  supposed  to  be  400. 

"  Adjutarit  General  Newman  rendered  important  services  dur- 
ing the  action,  by  his  cool  and  deliberate  courage.  My  aid,  Mjij. 
Crawford,  di>;charged  with  promptitude  the'  duties  of  a  bravr  and 
meritorious  officer.  Mftj.  Pace,  who  acted  as  tiifld  aid,  also  dis- 
tinguished himself;  both  thesf^  gentlemen  had  their  horses  shot 
under  them,  and  tiie  latter  lost  his.  Dr.  William>'>i),  hospital 
surgeon,  and  Dr.  Clnpton,  we'-e  prompt  ai.'d  attentive  uj  duchargo 
of  iheir  duty  towards  the  w-.)und<  d  during  the  actiun. 

"  Maj.  Freeman,  at  the  head  of  Irwin's  troop  of  cavalry  and 
part  of  Steele's,  made  a  furious  and  successful  charge  upon  a  budy 
of  Indians,  sabred  several,  and  completely  defeated  them.  Capt. 
Thom^is  and  his  company,  Capt.  Adams,  and  Lieut.  Hendon's  rifle 
companies  killed  a  great  many  Indians,  and  de.verve  particular 
praise,  Capt.  Barton's  company  were  in  the  hottest  of  the  battle, 
and  fought  like  soldiers.  Captains  Myrick,  Little,  King,  Broad- 
Bax,  Cleveland,  Cunningham  and  Lee,  with  their  companies,  dis- 
tinguished themselves.  Brigade  Major  Sharkleford  was  of  great 
service  in  bringing  the  troops  into  action,  and  Adjutant  Broadnax 
and  Major  Moitgomery,  who  acted  as  assistant  adjutant,  showed 
great  activity  and  courage.  Major  Booth  used  his  best  endeavors 
in  bringing  his  battalion  to  action,  and  Major  Watson's  battalion 
acted  with  considerable  spirit.  Irwin's,  Patterson's,  and  Steele's 
troops  of  cavalry,  whenever  an  opportunity  presented,  charged 
with  success.  Lieut.  Strong  had  his  horse  shot  and  narrowly  es- 
caped, and  quarter  master  Tennal  displayed  the  greatest  heroism, 
and  miraculously  escaped,  though  badly  wounded,  after  having 
his  horse  shot  from  under  him.  The  topographical  engineer  was 
vigilant  in  his  endeavours  to  render  service. 

"  The  troops  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their  fortitude  in  en- 
during hunger,  cold  and  fatigue  without  a  murmur,  having  march- 
ed 12®  miles  in  seven  days. 

"The  friendly  Indians  lost  several  killed  and  wounded,  the 
number  not  exactly  known." 

Jttack  upon  camp  Defiance On  the  27th  January,  General' 

Floyd  was  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  hostile  Creeks  in  his  en- 
campment 48  miles  west  of  Colahoochie  ;  but  succeeded  in  repel- 
ling them  after  a  very  bloody  conflict  ;  the  detail  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  following  letter  of  the  general  to  Major 
General  Pinckney,  dated  on  the  day  of  the  engagement : 


THE  W  AR. 


245 


*'  Tins  nionilug  fil  20  miriules  past  5  o'clock,  a  very  laTge  body 
jf  hostile  Indians  made  a  desperate  attack  upoir  the  army  under 
my  command.  They  stole  upon  our  centinels,  fired  on  them,  an* 
with  great  impetuosity  rushed  upon  our  line,  in  twenty  minutes 
the  action  became  general,  and  cur  front,  right  and  left  flanks 
were  closely  pressed,  but  the  brave  and  gallant  coi.iduct  of  the 
■field  and  line  officers,  and  the  firmness  of  the  men,  r.p'lled  them 
at  every  point. 

"The  steady  firmness  and  incessant  fire  of  Cipt.  Thomas'  ar- 
tillery, and  Capt.  Adams'  riflemen,  preserved  our  front  lines;  both 
of  these  companies  suffered   greatly.     The  enemy  rushed  within 
30  yards  of  the  artillery,  and  Capt.  Broadnax,  who  commanded 
one  of  the  piquet  guards,  maintained  his  post  with  great  bravery, 
until  the  enemy  gained  his  rear,  and  then    cut  his   way  through 
them  to  the  army.     On  this  occasion,  Timpooche  Barnard,  a   half 
breed,  at  the  head  of  the  Uchies,  di.«tingui?hed  himstlf,  and  contri- 
buted to  the  retreat  of  the  piquet   guard  :  the  other  friendly   In- 
dians took  refuge  within  our  lines,  and  remained   inactive,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  who  joined  our  ranks.     As  soon  as  it  be- 
came light  enough  to  distinguish  objects,  I  ordered  Majors  Wat- 
son's and  Freeman's  battalions  to  wheel  up  at   right   angles  with 
Majors  Booth's  and  Cleveland's  battalions,  (who  formed  the  right 
wing,)  to  prepare  for  the  charge.     Capt.  Duke  Hamilton's  cavalry 
(v^'ho  had  reached  me  but  the  day  before)  was  ordered  to  form  in 
the  rear  of  the  right  wing,  to  act  as  circumstances  should  dictate. 
The  order  for  the   charge  was   promptly  obeyed,  and  the    enemy 
fled  in  every  direction  before  the  bayonet.     The  signal  was  given 
for  the  charge  of  the  cavalry,  who  pursued  and  sabred  fittpt-n  of 
the  enemy,  who  left  37  dead  on  the  field.     From  the  etfusion  of 
blood,  and  the  number  of  head  dresses  and  war  clubs  found  in  va- 
rious direction?,  their  loss  must  have  been  considerable,  independ- 
ent of  their  wounded. 

"  I  directed  the  friendly  Indians,  with  Merriwether's  and  Ford's 
rifle  companies,  accompanied  by  Capt.  Hamilton's  troop,  to  pursue 
them  through  Canlebee  swamp,  where  they  were  trailed  by  their 
blood,  but  they  succeeded  in  overtaking  but  one  of  the  wound- 
ed. 

"Col.  Newman  received  three  balls  in  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  which  deprived  me  of  the  services  of  that  gallant  aiid 
useful  officer.  The  Assistant  Adjutant  General  Hardin  was  inde- 
fatigable in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  rendered  important 
services;  his  horse  was  wounded  under  him.  The  whole  of  the 
staff  were  prompt,  and  discharged  their  duty  with  courage  and 
fidelity.  Their  vigilance,  the  intrepidity  of  the  officers,  and  the 
firmness  of  the  men,  meet  my  approbation,  and  deserve  the  praiie 
of  their  country. 
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"I  have  to  vegret  tl^^  death  of  many  of  my  brave  ff-Uows,  who 
have  found  honourable  graves,  in  the  voluutai  \  suppurl  of  their 
country. 

"  My  aid-de-camp,  in  executing  my  order-,  had  his  horse  kill- 
ed under  him  ;  Gen.  Lee  and  \Jaj.  Pace,  who  acted  as  additional 
aids,  rendered  me  essential  services,  with  honour  to  themselves, 
and  usefulness  to  the  cause  in  which  the\  f.ave  embarlud.  Four 
waggon  horses,  and  several  ot'ier,*,  were  hllUd,  and  two  of  the 
artillery  horses  wounded.  While  I  deplore  tue  loss  sustained  .>n 
this  occasion,  I  have  the  consolation  to  know,  that  the  men  vvhott) 
I  have  the  honour  to  command  have  done  their  duty." 

Expedition  to  the  bend  of  the  Tallapoosa..-.  Gen.  Jackson  had 
been  prevented  from  carrying  on  offensive  measures  for  a  consi- 
derable time,  in  consequence  of  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia 
and  volunteers  having  expired  ;  but  on  the  14th  of  January  he  was 
reinforced  by  about  800  volui}teers,  when  he  immediately  commen- 
ced his  march  in  search  of  the  enemy  upon  the  Taiiapoosa  river, 
with  a  view  of  making  a  diversion  in  Gen.  Floyd's  favour. 

The  objects  and  particulars  are  fully  disclosed  in  the  toUowing 
letter  from  Gen.  Jackson  to  Maj.  Gen.  Pinckney,  who  was  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  engaged  against  the  Creeks. 

''  Head  GtttarterSy  Fort  Strother,  Jan.  29. 

«  SIR — I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  ip  a  lettei  of  the  31st 
ult.  forwarded  by  Mr.  M'Candles  [express]  of  an  excursion  I  con- 
templated making  still  further  into  the  enemy's  country,  with  the 
new  raised  volunteers  from  Tennessee.  I  had  ordered  those 
troops  to  form  a  junction  with  me  on  the  10th  inst.  but  they  did 
not  arrive  until  the  14th.  Their  number,  including  oflficers,  was 
about  800;  and  on  the  15th  I  marched  them  across  the  river  to 
graze  their  horses.  On  the  next  day  I  followed  with  the  remain- 
der of  my  force,  consisting  of  the  artillery  company,  with  one  6 
pounder,  one  company  of  infantry  of  48  men,  two  companies  of 
spies,  commanded  by  Captains  Gordon  and  Russel,  of  about  30 
men  each,  and  a  company  of  volunteer  officers,  headed  by  Gen- 
er.al  Coffee,  who  had  been  abandoned  by  his  men,  and  who  still 
remained  in  the  field  awaiting  the  order  of  the  government ; 
rnaking  my  force  exclusive  of  Indians,  930. 

"  The  motives  which  influenced  me  to  penetrate  still  further  in- 
to the  enemy's  country,  with  this  force,  were  many  and  urgent. 
The  term  of  service  of  the  new  raised  volunteers  was  short,  and  a 
considerable  part  of  it  was  expired;  they  were  expensive  to  the 
government,  and  were  full  of  ardor  to  meet  the  enemy.  The  ill 
effects  of  keeping  soldiers  of  this  d-^scnpti-n  h-ng  stationary  and 
?d!e,  I  had  been  made  to  fee!  but  too  sensibly  already.. ..other  cause? 


THE  WAR.  ■247 

CDncurred  to  makp  such  a  movement  not  only  justifiable  but  abso- 
iutely  necessary  I  iiatl  received  a  letter  from  Captain  M'Alpin 
of  the  5th  instant,  who  commanded  at  Fort  Armstrong  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Colonel  Snodgrass,  informing  me  that  14  or  15  towns  of 
the  enemy,  situated  on  the  Tallapoosa,  were  about  uniting  their 
forces  and  attacking  that  place,  which  had  been  left  in  a  very 
feeble  state  of  dtfeice.  You  had  in  your  letter  of  the  24th  ult. 
jnf)rmed  me  that  General  Floyd  vvas  about  to  make  a  movement 
to  the  Tallapoosa  near  its  junction  with  the  Coosee ;  and  in  the 
same  letter  had  recommended  temporary  excursions  against  such 
"of  the  enemy's  towns  or  settlements  as  might  be  within  striking 
dii^tance,  as  well  to  prevent  my  men  from  becoming  discontented 
as  to  harrass  the  enemy  Your  ideas  corresponded  exactly  with 
my  own,  and  I  wa^  happy  in  the  opportunity  of  keeping  my  men 
engaged,  distressing  the  enemy,  and  at  the  ^ame  time  making  a 
diversion  to  fncilitate  the  operations  of  General  Floyd. 

*'  Determined  by  these  and  other  considerations,  I  took  up  the 
line  of  march  on  the  17th  instant,  and  on  the  night  of  the  l8th  en- 
camped at  Talledega  fort,  where  I  was  joined  by  between  2  and 
300  friendly  Indians  :  65  of  whom  were  Cherokees,  the  balance 
Creeks.  Here  I  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.  stating  that 
Gent-ral  Floyd  was  expected  to  make  a  movement  from  Cowftau 
thr  next  day,  and  that  in  18  days  thereafter  he  would  establish  a 
firm  position  at  Tuckabotchee  ;  and  also  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Snodgrass,  who  had  returned  to  Fort  Armstrong,  informing  me 
that  an  attack  was  intended  soon  to  be  made  on  that  fort  by  000 
of  the  enemy.  If  I  could  have  hesitated  before,  I  could  now  hes- 
itate no  longer.  I  resolved  to  lose  no  time  in  meeting  this  force, 
which  was  understood  to  have  been  collected  from  New  Yorcau, 
Oakfuskee  and  Ufauley  towns,  and  were  concentrated  in  the  bend 
of  the  Tallapoosa,  near  th^  mouth  ot  the  creek  called  Emucfau, 
on  an  island  below  New  Yorcau. 

"On  the  morning  of  the  29th  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
forwarded  by  Mr.  M'Candles,  reached  me  at  the  Hillabee  Creek, 
and  that  night  I  encamped  at  Entf.chapco,  a  small  Hillabee  villfige 
about  twelve  miles  from  Eniuckfau.  Here  I  began  to  perceive 
very  plainly  how  little  knowledge  my  spies  had  of  the  country,  of 
the  situation  of  the  enemy,  or  of  the  distance  I  was  from  them. 
The  insubordination  of  the  new  troops  and  the  want  of  skill  in 
most  of  their  officers,  also  becamt  more  and  more  apparent.  But 
their  ardor  to  meet  the  enemy  was  not  diminished;  and  I  had  a 
sure  reliance  upon  the  gu'^rds:  and  a  company  of  old  volurteer 
officers,  and  upon  the  spies,  m  all  about  125.  My  wishes  and  my 
duty  remained  unitt'd,  aiKl  1  wac>  determiufd  to  •  ff- rf,  if  possJMe, 
the  objects  for  which  the  excursion  had  bee-*  principally  under- 
fakem 
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<' On  tlie  morning  of  the   21st,  I  marched  fioui  Enotachopeo^ 
as  direct  as  1  could  for  the  bend  of   the   Tallapoosa,  and  about  2 
o'clock,  P.  M.  rny  spies  having  discovered  two  of  the  entniy,  en 
deavored  to  catch  them    but  failed.     In  the  evening  I  ft  11  in  uuoii 
a  large  trail,  which  led   to  a    new  road,  much  bitaten  and  lately 
travelled.     Knowing  that  I  mn?t  have    arriv.  d  within  Xh^  neigh- 
borhood of  a  strong   force,  and  it   being  late  in  the  day,  I  deter- 
mined to  encamp,  and  reconnoitre  the  country  in   the    night.     I 
chose  the  best  scite  the  country  would   admit,  encamped  in  a  hol- 
low  square,  sent  out  my  spies  and    piquets,  dcubled  my  centinel§ 
and  made  the  necessary  arrangements  before  dark,  for  a  night  at- 
tack.    About  10  o'clock  at  night,  one  of  the  pickets  fired  at  three 
of  the  enemy  and  killed  one,  but  he  was  not  found  until  the   next 
day.     At  11  o'clock,  the  spies  whom  I  had  sent  out  returned  with 
the  information,  that   there   was  a  large  encampment  of  Indians 
at  the  distance  of  about  three  miles,  who  from  their  whooping  and 
dancing  seemed  to   be  apprized  of  our  approach.     One  of  these 
spies,  an  Indian  in  whom  I  had  great  confidence,  assured  me  that 
the)'  were  carrying   off  their  women    and  children,   and  that  the 
warriors  would  either  make  their  escape,  or  attack  me  before  day. 
Being    prepared   at   all  points,  nothing  remained  to  be  done   but 
await  their  approach,  if  they  meditated  an  attack,  or  to  be  in  rea- 
diness, if  they  did  not,  to  pursue    and  attack  them  at  day  light. 
"While  we  were    in  this  state  of   readiness,  the    enemy   about  6 
o'clock  in  the  morning  commenced  a   vigorous  attack  on  my  left 
flank,  which  was  vigorously  met ;  the  action  continued  to  rage  on 
my  left  flank,  and  on  the  left  of  my  rear  for  about  half  an  hour. 
The  brave  General  CofTee,  with  Colonel  Sittler,  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral, and  Colonel  Carroll,  the  inspector-general,   the  moment  the 
firing  commenced,  mounted  their  horses  and  repaired  to  the  line, 
encouraging  and  animating  the  men  to  the    performance  of  their 
duty.     So  soon  as  it  became  light  enough  to  pursue,  the  left  wing- 
having  sustained  the  heat  of  the  action  and  being  somewhat  weak- 
ened, was  reinforced  by  Captain    Ferrill's   company   of  infantry, 
and  was  ordered  and  led  on  to  the  charge  by  General  CofTee,  who 
was  well  supported  by  Colonel  Higgins  and  the  inspector-general, 
and  by  all  the  officers  and  privates  who  composed  that  line.     The 
enemy  was  completely  routed  at  every  point,  and  the  iriendly  In 
dians  joining  in  the  pursuit,   th.ey  were   chased   about  two   milet 
with  great  slaughter. 

«*  The  chase  being  over,  I  immediately  detached  General  Cof 
fee  w-iih  400  men  and  all  the  Indian  force  to  burn  their  encamp 
wieiit;  but  it  was  said  by  some  to  be  fortified.  I  ordered  him,  \u 
that  event,  not  to  attack  it,  until  the  aitillery  coulJ  be  sent  for- 
\v;ird  to  reduce  it.  On  viewing  the  encampment  and  its  strength, 
the  general  thought  it  most  prudent  to  return  to  my  encampment 
and   guard  the  artillery  thither.      The   wisdom   ct"  thi?  step  was 
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«uon  discovered....in  half  an  hour  after  his  return  to  camp,  a  con- 
siderable force  of  the  enemy  made  its  appearance  on  my  right 
flank,  and  commenced  a  brisk  fire  on  a  party  of  men  who  had 
been  on  picket  guard  the  night  before,  and  were  then  in  search 
of  the  Indians  they  had  fired  upon,  some  of  whom  they  believed 
had  been  killed.  General  Coffee  immediately  requested  me  to  let 
him  take  200  men  and  turn  their  left  flank,  which  I  accordingly 
ordered;  but,  through  some  mistake,  which  I  did  not  then  ob- 
serve, not  more  than  54  followed  him,  among  whom  were  the 
old  volunteer  otficers.  With  these,  however,  he  immediately 
commenced  atj  attack  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy ;  at  which 
time  1  ordered  200  of  the  friendly  Indians  to  fall  in  upon  the  right 
flank  of  the  enemy,  and  co-operate  with  the  general.  This  order 
was  promptly  obeyed,  and  in  the  moment  of  its  execution,  what 
I  expected  was  realized.  The  enemy  had  intended  the  attack 
on  the  right  as  a  feint,  and,  expecting  me  to  direct  all  my  atten- 
tion thither,  meant  to  attack  me  again,  and  with  their  mam  force 
on  the  left  flank,  whick  they  hoped  to  find  weakened  and  in  dis- 
order....but  they  were  disappointed.  I  had  ordered  the  left  flank 
to  remain  firm  to  its  place,  and  the  moment  the  alarm  gun  was 
heard  in  that  quarter  i  repaired  thither,  and  ordered  Capt.  Ferril, 
with  part  of  my  reserve  to  support  it.  The  whole  line  met  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  with   astonishing   intrepidity,  and    having 

given  a  fevv  fires,  they  fortnwith  charged  with   great    vigour 

The  effect  was  immediate  and  inevitable.  The  enemy  fled  with 
precipitation,  and  vere  pursued  to  a  considerable  distance,  by  the 
left  flank  and  the  friendly  Indians,  with  a  galling  and  destructive 
fire.  Col.  Carroll,  who  ordered  the  charge,  led  on  the  pursuit, 
and  Colonel  Higgins  and  his  regiment  again  distinguished  them- 
selves. 

"In  the  mean  time  Gen.  Coffee  was  contending  with  a  supe- 
rior force  of  the  enemy.  The  Indians  whom  I  had  ordered  to 
his  support,  and  who  had  set  out  for  the  purpose,  hearing  the  firing 
on  the  left  had  returned  to  that  quarter,  and  when  the  enemy 
were  routed  there  entered  into  the  chase.  That  being  now  over, 
I  forthwith  ordered  Jim  Fife,  who  was  one  of  the  principal  com- 
manders of  the  friendly  Creeks,  with  100  of  his  warriors,  to  exe- 
cute my  first  order;  so  soon  as  he  reached  Gen.  Coffee,  the  charge 
was  madf  and  the  enemy  routed  ;  they  were  pursued  about  three 
miles,  and  45  of  them  slain,  who  were  found.  Gen.  Coffee  was 
wounded  in  the  body,  and  his  aid-de-camp,  A.  Donaldson,  killed, 
together  with  three  others.  Having  brought  in  and  buried  the 
dead,  and  dressed  the  wounded,  I  ordered  my  camp  to  be  forti- 
fied, to  be  the  better  prepared  to  repel  any  attack  which  might  be 
jnade  in  the  night ;  determined  to  commence  a  return  march  to 
fort  Strot  her  the  following  day.  Many  causes  concurred  to  make 
•such  a  measure  necessary,  as  I  had  not  set  out  prepared,  or  with 

•2  1 
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a  view  to  make  a  peranaoent  establishmcul,  I  consideicd  it  worie 
than  ujeles?  to  ad\aDce  and  destroy  an  emj^ty  tncampmen:. 

"  I  had  indeed  hoped  to  have  met  the  enem>  thert,  but  having 
met  and  beaten  them  a  little  sooner,  I  didMiot  think  it  necess^rj 
or  prudent  to  proceed  any  further :  not  necessary,  because  1  had 
ftccoraplished  all  I  could  expect  to  eff  ct  b}-  marching  to  their  en- 
campment;  and  because  if  it  was  neces>ary  to  contt-ud  with  and 
weaken  their  forces  still  farther,  this  object  would  ^e  more  cer- 
tainly attained   by  commencing  a  return,  which,  hiving  to  them 

the  appearance  of  a  retreat,  would  inspire  them  to  pur^ue  me 

Not  prudent,  because  of  the   uumber  of  my  woundrd;   of  the  re- 
inforcements from  below,  whiCii  the  enemy  might  be  expected  to 
receive;  of  the  starving  condition  of  my  harses,  they  having  had 
neither  corn  nor  cane  for  two  day?  and  nights;  of  the  scarcity  of 
-uppMes  for  ray  men,  the  Indians  who  joined  me  at  Talledaga  ha- 
ving drawn  none,  and  being  wholly  destitute ;  and  because,  if  the 
enemy  pursued  me,  as  it  was  likely  they  would,  the  diversion  in 
favour  of  Gen.  Floyd  would  be  the  more  complete  and  effectual. 
InSaeriCed  by  these  considerations,  I  commenced  my  return  march 
at  half  after  ten  on  the  23d,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  reach 
Enotacbopco   btfore   night,  having  passed  without  interruption  a 
dangerous  defile,  occasioned  by  a  hurricane.     I  again  fortified  rev 
camp,  and  having  another  defile  to  pa?s  in  the  morning,  across  a 
deep  creek,  and  between  two  hills,  which   I  had  viewed  with  at- 
tention as  1  pa.«sed  on,  and  where  I  expected  I  might  be  attacked, 
I  determined  to  pass  it  at  acother  point,  and  gave  directions  to  my 
guide  and  fatigue  men  accordingly.     My  expectation  of  an  attack 
in  tne  morniog  was  increased  by  the  sign?  of  the  night,  and  with 
it  my  caution.     Before  I  moved   the    wounded   from  the  interior 
of  my  camp,  I  had  my  front  and  rear  guard?  formed,  as  well  as 
my   right  and  left  columns,  and  moved  oST  my  centre  in  regular 
order,  leading  down  a  handsome  ridge  to  Enotachcpco  creek,  at 
a  point  where   it   was  clear   of  reed,  except  immediately  on   its 
margin.       I  had  previously  issued  a  general   order,  pointing   out 
the   manner  in    which  the  men  should  be  formed  in  the  event  of 
an  attack  on  the  front  or  rear,  or  on  the  flanks,  and  had  particu- 
larly cautioned  the  of5:cerg  to  halt  and  form  accordingly,  the  in- 
stant the  word  should  be  given. 

"  The  front  guard  had  passed  with  part  of  the  flank  columns, 
the  wounded  were  over,  and  the  aitillery  in  the  act  of  entering 
the  creek,  when  an  alarm  gun  was  heard  in  the  rear.  I  heard  it 
withcut  surprise,  and  even  with  pleasure,  calculating  with  the  ut- 
most confidence  on  the  firmness  of  my  troops,  from  the  manner 
in  which  I  had  seen  them  act  on  the  22d.  1  had  placed  Colonel 
Carroll  at  the  head  of  the  centre  column  of  the  rear  guard  ;  its 
right  column  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Perkins,  acd  its  left  by 
Colonel  Stump.     Having  chosen  the  ground,  1  expected  there  to 
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Iiave  entirely  cut  off  the  enemy  by  wheeling  the  right  and  left 
columns  on  their  pivots,  recrojsing  the  creek  above  and  below, 
and  falling  in  upon  their  flanks  and  rear.  But  to  my  astonish- 
ment and  mortification,  wh<?n  the  word  was  given  by  Col.  Carrol 
to  halt  and  form,  and  a  few  guns  had  been  fired,  1  beheld  the 
riglit  and  left  columns  of  the  rear  guard  precipitately  give  way. 
This  shameful  retreat  was  disastrous  in  the  extreme  ;  it  drew 
along  with  it  the  greater  part  of  the  centre  column,  leaving  not 
more  than  25  men,  who  being  formed  by  Col.  Carroll,  maintained 
their  ground  as  long  as  it  was  possible  to  maintain  it,  and  it 
brought  consternation  and  confusion  into  the  centre  of  the  army, 
a  cjiiiternation  which  was  not  easily  removed,  and  a  confusion 
which  could  not  soon  be  restored  to  ordtr.  There  was  then  left 
to  repulse  the  enemy,  the  few  who  remained  of  the  rear  guard, 

the  artillery  company,  and   Capt.    Russell's  company  of  spies 

Tney  however  realized  and  exceeded  my  highest  expeetation?. 
Lieut.  Armstrong,  who  commanded  the  artillery  company  in  the 
absence  of  Capt.  Deadrick,  (confined  by  sickness,;  ordered  them 
to  form  and  advance  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  while  he  and  a  few- 
others  dragged  up  the  6  pounder.  Never  was  more  bravery  dis- 
plajed  thai  on  this  occasion.  Amid  the  most  galling  fi.re  from 
the  enemv,  more  than  ten  times  their  number,  they  ascended  the 
hill  and  maintained  their  position  until  their  piece  was  hauled  up, 
when,  having  levelled  it,  they  poured  upon  the  enemy  a  fire  of 
grape,  reloaded  and  fired  again,  charged  and  repulsed  them. 

*'  The  most  deliberate  bravery  was  displayed  by  Constantine 
Perkins  and  Craven  Jackson  of  the  artillery,  acting  as  gunners.... 
In  the  hurry  of  the  moment,  in  separating  the  gun  from  the  lim- 
bers, the  rammer  and  picker  of  the  cannon  were  left  tied  to  the 
limber.  No  sooner  was  this  discovered,  than  Jackson,  amidst  the 
galling  fire  of  the  enemy,  pulled  out  the  ramrod  of  hi?  musket 
and  used  it  as  a  picker,  primed  with  a  cartridge  and  fired  the  can- 
non. Perkins,  having  pulled  off  hk  bayonet,  used  his  musket  a? 
a  rammer,  drove  down  the  cartridge  ;  and  Jackson,  using  hisfc:- 
mer  plan,  again  discharged  her.  The  brave  Lieut.  Armstrong, 
just  after  the  first  fire  of  the  cannon,  with  Capt.  HamiltoD,  of  E. 
Tennessee,  Bradford  and  M'Govock,  all  fell,  the  lieutenant  ex- 
claiming as  he  lay,  "  my  brave  fellozvs,  some  c/  you,  nay  fall, 
but  you  must  save  the  cannon.'''  About  thig  time,  a  number 
crossed  the  creek  and  entered  into  the  chace.  The  brave  Capl. 
Gordon,  of  the  spies,  who  had  rushed  from  the  front,  endeavour- 
ed to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  in  which  he  partially  suc- 
ceeded, and  Col.  Carroll,  Col.  Higgms,  and  Captains  Elliot  and 
Pipkins  pursued  the  enemy  for  more  than  two  miles,  who  fled  in 
consternation,  throwing  away  their  packs  and  leaving  29  of  their 
warriors  dead  on  the  field.  This  last  defeat  was  decisive,  and  wt 
were  no  more  di«tnrh'=d   by  thc"r   vel!?.     I  shoT-H  r*n  ininsti^e  tr 
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my  feeliiijDs  it"  i  omitted  to  mention  that  tiic  vtiitiable  Judg^f 
Cocke,  at  liie  age  of  Co,  entered  into  the  ejigagemtnt,  continued 
the  persuit  of  tlie  enemy  with  youthful  ardour,  and  saved  the  life 
of  a  fellow  soldier  by  hilling  his  savage  antagonist, 

**  Cur  loss  in  this  aflair  was  —  killed  and  wounded  ;  among 
the  former  was  the  brave  Capl.  Hamilton,  from  East  Tennessee, 
who  had,  v^'ith  his  aged  father  and  tv^o  others  of  his  company, 
affer  the  period  of  his  engagement  had  expired,  volunteered  his 
services  for  this  excursion,  and  attached  himself  to  the  artillery 
company.  Ko  man  ever  fought  more  bravely,  or  died  more  glo- 
riouslv  ;  and  by  his  side  fell  with  equal  bravery  and  glory.  Bird 
Kvans,  of  the  same  compaiiy.  Capt.  Quarles,  wIk)  commanded 
the  centre  column  of  the  rear  guard,  preferring  death  to  the 
itbandonment  of  his  post,  having  taken  a  firm  stand  in  which  he 
was  followed  by  25  of  his  men,  received  a  wound  in  his  head  of 
vviiich  he  has  since  ditd. 

"  In  these  several  engagements  our  loss  was  20  killed  and  75 
wouiided,  4  of  whom  have  since  died.  The  loss  of  the  enemy 
cannot  be  accurately  ascertained  ;  189  of  their  warriors  were 
found  dead  ;  but  this  must  fall  considerably  short  of  the  number 
realh  killed.     Their  wounded  can  only  be  guessed  at. 

**  Had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  retreat  of  the  rear  guard 
in  the  affair  of  the  24th  inst.  I  think  I  could  safely  have  said  that 
no  army  of  militia  ever  acted  with  more  cool  and  deliberate  bra- 
very ;  undisciplined  and  inexperienced  as  they  were,  their  con- 
duct in  the  several  engagerBents  of  the  22d,  could  not  have  been 
surpassed  by  regulars.  No  men  ever  met  the  approach  of  an 
erjemv  with  mrre  intrepidity,  or  repulsed  them  with  more  ener- 
gy. On  the  24th,  after  the  retreat  of  the  rear  guard,  they  seem- 
td  to  have  lost  all  their  collectedncss,  and  were  more  difficult  to 
be  restored  to  order  than  any  troops  I  have  ever  seen.  But  this 
was  no  doubt  owing  in  a  great  measure,  or  altogether,  to  that  ve- 
rv  retreat,  and  ought  rather  to  be  ascribed  to  the  want  of  con- 
duct in  many  of  their  officers,  than  to  any  cowardice  in  the  men, 
wiio,  on  every  occasion,  have  manifested  a  willingness  to  per- 
fonn  thfir  duty  so  far  as  they  knew  it. 

•f  All  the  effects  which  were  designed  to  be  produced  by  this 
excursion,  it  is  believed  have  been  produced.  if  an  attack  was 
meditated  against  fort  Armstrong,  that  has  been  prevented.  If 
Gej).  Floyd  is  operating  on  the  east  side  of  the  Tallapoosa,  as  I 
suppose  him  to  be,  a  most  fortunate  diversion  has  been  made  in 
his  favour.  The  number  of  the  enemy  has  been  diminished,  and 
the  confidence  they  may  have  derived  from  the  delays  1  have 
been  n.ade  to  experience,  has  been  destroyed.  Discontent  has 
beeii  kept  out  of  n'}  army,  while  the  troops  who  would  have- 
been  exposed  to  it  have  been  beneficially  employed.  The  eue- 
wiy*s   country    has   been   explored,  and  a  road   cut  to   the   poin* 
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"whPre  thoir  foice  will  probably  be  concentrated  when  they  shall 
be  driven  from  the  country  below.  But  in  a  report  of  this  kind^ 
and  to  you  who  will  immediately  perceive  them,  it  is  not  neces* 
sary  to  state  the  happy  consequences  which  may  be  expected  to 
result  from  this  excursion.  Unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  it  will 
be  found  to  have  hastened  the  termination  of  the  Creek  war, 
more  than  any  measure  I  could  have  taken  with  the  troops  under 
my  command." 


CHAPTER  XXIL 


Conclusion  of  the  Creek  lVar,....Brilliant  and  decisive  victory  at 

the  bend  of  the  Tallapoosa Draft  of  the  scene  of  action 

Termination  oj   hostilities   -with   the  Greeks Geographical 

description  of  the  Creek  country. 

General  Jackson  being  determined  to  pursue  the  work  oi 
extermination  among  the  Creeks,  as  a  just  vengeance  for  their 
attrocious  conduct  at  Fort  Mims,  penetrated  into  their  country,  in 
March,  1814,  as  far  as  the  bend  of  the  Tallapoosa  ;  where  a  most 
splendid  and  successful  attack  was  made  on  the  27th,  in  which  a 
total  destruction  of  the  nation  was  nearly  accomplished.  While 
the  sigh  of  humanity  will  escape  for  this  profuse  effusion  of  hu 
man  blood,  which  resulted  from  the  savage  principle  of  our  eneni}', 
neither  to  give  nor  accept  quarter  ;  yet  justice  will  point  to  the 
event,  os  a  necessary  retaliation  for  the  indiscriminate  murder  of 
our  citizens,  and  as  a  precursor  of  the  future  repose  of  our  fron- 
tier settlements.  Subjoined  is  General  Jackson's  official  occount 
of  the  brilliant  achievement,  in  a  letter  to  his  Excellency  Govern- 
or Blount : 

Fort  Williams,  March  31,  1814. 

SIR....I  have  just  returned  from  the  expedition  which  I  advised 
you  in  my  last  1  was  about  to  make  to  the  Tallapoosa  ;  and 
hasten    to  acquaint  you  with  the  good  fortune  which  attended  it. 

I  took  up  the  line  of  march  from  this  place  on  the  morning  of 
the  21st  iast.  and  having  opened  a  passage  of  fifty-two  and  ^  half 
miles  over  the  ridges  which  divide  the  waters  of  the  two  rivers,  I 
reached  the  bend  of  the  Tallapoosa  three  miles  beyond  where  I 
had  the  engagement  of  the  22d  of  January,  and  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  New-Youka,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th.  This 
bpnd  resembles  in  its  curvature  that  of  a  horse-shoc>  and  i?  thent^ 
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called  by  tlial  jia.i;;e  ainoug  the  whites.  'NaluK;  liiiuisiiL>s  lew  ^ii 
uations  so  eligible  for  defence,  aiid  barbarians  have  never  reuderer' 
one  more  secure  by  art.  Across  the  neck  of  the  bend  which  Itadj; 
into  it  from  the  north  they  had  erected  a  breastwork  of  the  great- 
est compactness  and  strength,  from  five  to  eight  feet  high,  and 
prepared  with  double  port-holes,  ver}'  artfully  arranged.  The  fig- 
ure of  ihis  wall  manifested  no  less  skill  in  the  projection  of  it, 
than  its  construction  ;  an  army  could  not  approach  it  without  be- 
ing exposed  to  a  double  and  crossfire  from  tlie  enemy,  who  lay  in 
perfect  security  behind  it.  The  area  of  this  pf^niinsuh,  thus  bound 
ed  by  the  breastwork,  includes  1  conjeciure,  eighty  or  an  hun- 
dred acres. 

In  this  bend  the  warriors  from  Oakfuska,  Oakchagu,  New-You- 
ka,  Hillabeea,  the  Fish  Pouds^  and  Eufatua  towns,  apprised  of  our 
approach,  had  collected  their  strengll).  Their  exact  number  can- 
not be  ascertained;  but  it  is  said  by  the  prisoners  we  have  taken 
to  have  been  a  thousand.  It  is  certain  they  were  very  numerous, 
and  that  relying  with  the  uimost  confidence  upon  their  strength^, 
their  situation  and  the  assurances  of  their  prophets,  they  conclu- 
ded on  repulsing  us  with  great  ease. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  having  encamped  the  prece- 
ding night  at  the  distance  of  five  miles  from  them. ...I  detailed 
General  Coffee  with  the  mounted  men  and  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  Indian  force,  to  cross  the  river  at  a  ford  about  three  miles  be- 
low their  encampment,  and  to  surround  the  bend  in  such  a  man 
ner  that  none  of  them  should  escape  by  attempting  to  cross  thi 
river.  With  the  remainder  of  the  forces  I  proceeded  along  the 
point  of  land  which  leads  to  the  front  of  their  breastwork  ;  and  at 
half  past  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  I  had  planted  my  artiih^ry  on  a  small 
eminence,  distant  from  its  nearest  point  about  80  yards,  and  from 
its  farthest  about  two  hundred  and  fifty;  from  whence  1  immedi- 
ately opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  its  centre.  With  (he  musketry 
and  rifles  I  kept  up  a  galling  fire  wherever  the  enemy  shewed 
them?elvcs  behind  their  works,  or  ventured  to  approach  them. 
This  was  continued  with  occasional  intermissions  for  about  two 
hours,  when  Captaiu  Russell's  company  of  spies,  and  a  party  of 
the  Cherokee  force,  headed  by  their  gailant  chieftain,  Colonel 
Richard  Brown,  and  conducted  by  the  brave  Colonel  Morgan, 
crossed  over  to  the  peninsula  in  canoes,  and  set  fire  to  a  few  o; 
their  buildings  there  situated.  They  then  advanced  with  great 
gallantry  towards  the  breastwork,  and  commenced  firing  upon 
the  ^nemy  who  lay  behind  it.  # 

Finding  that  tliis  force,  notwithstanding  the  determination  they 
displayed,  was  wholly  insufficient  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  and  that 
General  Coffee  had  secured  the  opposite  banks  of  the  river,  I  now 
determined  on  taking  possession  of  their  works  by  £torm.  Never 
were  men  better   disposed   for  such  an  undertaking  than  th^e  by 
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whom  it  vvaa  to  be  effected.  Tliey  had  entreated  to  be  led  to  the 
charge  with  the  most  pressing  iniportiuiity,  and  received  the  or- 
der which  was  now  given  with  the  strongest  demonstrations  of 
joy.  The  eifect  was  such  as  this  temper  of  mind  foretold.  The 
regular  troops,  led  on  by  their  intrepid  and  skilful  commander. 
Colonel  Williams^  and  by  the  gallant  Major  Montgomery,  were 
presently  in  possession  of  the  nearer  side  of  the  breastwork;  and 
the  militia  accompanied  them  in  the  charge  with  a  vivacity  and 
firmness  which  could  not  have  been  exceeded,  and  has  seldom 
been  equalled  by  troops  of  any  description.  A  few  companies  of 
General  Doherty's  brigade  on  the  right,  were  led  on  with  gallant- 
ry by  Colonel  Russell.. ..the  advance  guard,  by  the  adjutant-genc- 
raljColonel  Sisier,  and  the  left  extremity  o(  the  line  by  Captain 
Gordon  of  the  spies,  and  Captain  M'Murry  of  General  Johnson's 
brigade  of  West  Tennessee  militia. 

Having  maintained  for  a  few  minutes  a  very  obstinate  contest, 
musket  to  musket,  through  the  port  holes,  in  which  many  of  the 
enemy's  balls  were  welded  to  the  bayonets  of  our  muskets,  our 
troops  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of  the  opposite  side  of  the 
works.  The  event  could  no  longer  be  doubtful.  The  enemy,  al- 
though many  of  them  fought  to  the  last,  with  that  kind  of  brave- 
ry which  desperation  inspires,  were  at  length  entirely  routed  and 
cut  to  pieces.  The  whole  margin  of  the  river  which  surrounds 
the  peninsula  was  strewed  with  the  slain.  Five  hundred  and  fif- 
ty seven  were  found  by  officers  of  great  respectability,  whom  I 
had  ordered  to  count  them  ;  besides  a  great  number  who  were 
thrown  into  the  river  by  their  surviving  friends,  and  killed  in  at- 
tempting to  pass  it,  by  General  Coffee's  men,  stationed  on  the  op- 
posite banks.  Captain  Hammonds,  who  with  his  company  of 
spies  occupied  a  favorable  position  opposite  the  upper  extremity  of 
the  breastwork,  did  great  execution. ...and  so  did  Lieutenant  Bean, 
who  had  been  ordered  by  General  Coffee  to  take  possession  of  a 
small  island  pointing  to  the  lower  extremity. 

Both  officers  and  men,  who  had  the  best  opportunities  of  judg- 
ing, believe  the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  not  to  fall  short  of 
eight  hundred;  and  if  their  number  was  as  great  as  it  is  represent- 
ed to  have  been,  by  the  prisoners,  and  as  it  is  believed  to  have 
been  by  Colonel  Carroll  and  others,  who  had  a  fair  view  of  them, 
as  they  advanced  to  the  breastworks,  their  loss  must  even  have 
been  more  considerable... .as  it  is  quite  certain  that  not  more  than 
twenty  can  have  escaped.  Among  the  dead  was  found  their  fa- 
mous Prophet,  Monahell....shot  in  the  mouth  by  a  grape  shot,  as 
if  heaven,  designed  to  chastise  his  impostures  by  an  appropriate 
punishment.  Two  other  prophets  were  also  killed....leaving  no 
others,  as  I  can  learn,  on  the  Tallapoosa.  I  lament  that  two  or 
three  women  and  children  wpve  killed  by  accident.      I  do.   not 
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know  the  exact  number  of  prisoners  taken,  but  it  must  exceed 
three  hundred. ...all  women  and  children  except  three. 

The  battle  may  be  said  to  have  continued  with  severity  for 
about  five  hours;  but  the  firing  and  slauj^hter  continued  until  it 
was  suspended  by  the  darkness  of  the  niglit.  The  next  morning 
ft  was  resumed,  and  sixteen  of  the  enemv  slain,  who  had  conceal* 
ed  themselves  under  the  banks.  Our  loss  was  twentj'-six  white 
men  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  seren  wounded.  Cherokees 
eighteen  killed,  and  thirty-six  wounded. ...friendly  Creeks,  five  kil- 
led and  eleven  wounded. 

The  loss  of  Colonel  Williams'  regiment  of  regulars,  is  seventeen 
killed,  fifty  five  wounded,  three  of  whom  have  since  died.  Among 
the  former  were  Major  Montgomery,  Lieutenant  Sommerville  and 
Lieutenant  Moulton,  who  fell  in  the  charge  which  was  made  on 
the  works.  No  men  ever  acted  more  gallantly,  or  fell  more 
gloriously. 

Of  the  artillery  commanded  by  Captain  Parish,  11  were  wound- 
ed ;  one  of  whom,  Samuf^l  Garner,  has  since  died.  Lieutenants 
Allen  and  Ridley  were  both  wounded.  The  whole  company  act- 
ed with  its  usual  gallantry.  Captain  Bradford  of  the  39th  U.  S. 
infantry,  who  acted  as  chief  engineer,  and  superintended  the  fir- 
ing of  the  cannon,  has  entitled  himself,  by  his  good  conduct,  to  my 
warmest  thanks.  To  say  all  in  a  word,  the  whole  army  who  has 
achieved  this  fortunate  victory,  have  merited  by  their  good  con- 
duct the  gratitude  of  their  country.  So  far  as  I  can,  or  couW 
learn,  there  was  not  an  officer  or  soldier  who  did  not  perform  his 
duty  with  the  utmost  fidelity.  The  conduct  of  the  militia,  on  this 
occasion,  has  gone  far  towards  redeeming  the  character  of  that 
description  of  troops.  They  have  been  as  orderly  in  their  encampr 
ment,  and  on  their  line  of  march,  as  they  have  been  signally  brave 
in  the  day  of  battle. 

In  a  few  days  I  shall  take  up  the  line  of  march  for  the  Hickory 
ground,  and  have  every  thing  to  hope  from  such  troops. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  General  Coffee's  original  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  hum.- 
hie  servant,  ANDREW  JACKSON,  Maj.  Gen. 

Report  from  General  Coffee,  to  GeneralJackson,  dated  April  1. 

SIR... .Agreeably  to  your  order  of  the  27th  ult.  I  took  up  the 
line  of  march  at  half  past  6  o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  same  day  with  a 
detachment  of  seven  hundred  cavalry  and  mounted  gunmen,  and 
about  six  hundred  Indians,  five  hundred  of  which  were  Cherokees 
.-^nd  the  balance  friendly  Creek?.  I  crossed  the  Tallapoosa  river 
at  the  little  island  ford,  about  three  miles  below  the  bend,  in  which 
the  enemy  had  concentrated,  and  then  turned  up  the  river  bear- 
ng  away  from  its  cliffs.... when  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village 
\p  ravage  yell  wa'^  raised  by  the  enemy,  and  I  supposed   he  had 
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aiscovered  and  was  about  to  attack  me.     I  immediately  drew  up 
my  forces  in  line  of  battle   in  an  open  hilly  woodland,  and  in  that 
position  moved  on  towards  the  yelling  of  the  enemy.. ..previous  to 
this   had  ordered  the  Indians,  on  our  approach  to  the  bend  of  the 
river,  to  advance  secretly  and  take  possession  of  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  prevent   the  enemy   from  crossing  on   the  approach  of 
your  army   in  his  front.. ..when  within    a   quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
river,  the  firing  of  your   cannon   commenced,   when  the  Indians 
with  me  immediately    rushed   forward    with  great  impetuosity  to 
the  river  bank. ...ray  line  wa^  halted  and    put  in   order   of  battle, 
expecting  an  attack  on  our  rear   from    Oakfuskee  village,    whicla 
lay  down  the  river  about  eight  miles  below  us....the  firing  of  your 
cannon  and  small  arms  in  a  short  time  became  general  and  hea- 
vy, which  animated  our  Indians,  and  seeing  about  one  hundred  of 
the  warriors  and  all  the  squaws  and   children   of  the  enemy  run- 
ning about  among  the  huts  of  the  village,  which  was  open  to  our 
view,  ihey  could  no  longer  remain  silent  spectators,  while  some 
kept  up  a  fire  across  the  river  (which  is  about  120  yards  wide)  to 
prevent  the  enemy's  approach  to  the   bank,   others    plunged  into 
the    water  and  swam  the  river  for   canoes   that  lay    at  the  other 
shore  in  considerable  numbers,  and  brought    them  over,  in  which 
crafts  a  number  of  them  embarked,  and  landed  on  the  bend  with 
the  enemy.     Colonel  Gideon  Morgan  who  commanded  the  Cher- 
okees.  Captain  Keer,  and  Captain    William  Russell  with  a  part  of 
his  company  of  spies  was  among  the  first  that  crossed  the   river; 
they  advanced   into  the  village  and  very    soon    drove  the  enemy 
from  the  huts  up  the  river  bank  to  the  fortified  works  from  which 
they   were  fighting   you....tliey   pursued    and  continued   to  annoy 
during  your  whole    action.     This  movement  of  my  Indian  forces 
left  the  river  bank  unguarded  and  made  it  necessary  that  I  should 
send  a  part  of  my  line  to  take  possession  of  the  river  bank  :  I  ac- 
cordingly ordered  about  one  third  of  the  men  to  be  posted  around 
the  bend  on  the  river  bank,  while  the  balance  remained  in  line  to 
protect  our  rear.     Captain  Hammond's  company  of  rangers  took 
post  on  the  river  bank  on  my  right,  and  during  the  whole  engage- 
ment kept  up  a  continued  and  destructive  fire  on  those  of  the  en- 
emy  that  attempted  to   escape  into   the  river,  and    killed  a  very 
large  proportion  of  those  that  were  found  dead  under  the  bank  as 
well  as  many  others  sunk  under    water.       I    ordered    Lieutenant 
Bean  to  take  possession   of  the  island    below  with  forty  men,  to 
prevent  the  enemy's  taking   refuge    there,    which    was  executed 
with  promptitude  and  which  had  a  very  happy  effect,  as  many  of 
the  enemy  did  attempt  their  escape  to  the  island, but  not  one   ev- 
er  landed. ...they   were  sunk  by  Lieutenant  Bean's  command  ere 
they   reached  the  bank.     Attempts  to  cross  the  liver  at  all  points 
of  the  bend  was   made  by  the  enemy,  but  not  one  ever  escaped, 
very   few  ever  reached  the  bank  and  that  few  was  killed  ive  in- 
2  K 
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stant  thoy  landed.  From  the  report  of  my  officers  as  well  as 
from  my  own  observation,  1  feel  warranted  in  saying  that  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  of  the  enemy  was  buried 
under    water   and   was   not  numbered  with  the  dead  that  were 

found." 

The  following  letter  from  Colonel  Morg.in  to  Governor  Blount, 
dated  at  Fort  Williams,  contains  many  incidents  of  an  interesting 
nature,  in  addition  to  the  loregoing: 

"You  have  been  informed  of  our  cfeparture  from  fort  Stvother, 
and  arrival  at  thi?  place  on  the  ?l!;t  March.  On  the  24th  Gene- 
ral Jackson  took  up  his  line  of  march  for  Tohopiska,  or  fortified 
town  on  the  Tallapoosa,  commonly  called  the  Horse  Shoe.  On 
the  evening  of  the  28th,  he  encamped  about  six  miles  north-west 
of  it.. ..the  arrny  next  morning  was  divided  into  two  divisions. 
The  horse  and  Indians  commanded  by  General  Coffee,  crossed  the 
river  two  miles  below  the  town,  with  directions  to  line  the  bank  in 
the  whole  extent  of  the  bend,  by  the  Cherckees  and  friendly 
Creeks,  while  the  horse  acted  as  a  guard  upon  the  high  ground,  to 
defend  our  rear  from  an  attack  from  the  Oakfuskee  Indians,  who 
were  expected  from  below.  This  precaution  was,  however,  unne- 
cessary, as  their  whole  force  had  been  concentrated  the  day  be- 
fore. General  Coffee  had  arrived  on  the  opposite  shore,  about  half 
a  mile  below  the  town,  when  General  Jackson's  approach  before 
the  fortification  was  announced  by  the  discharge  of  artillery,  and 
in  quick  succession  that  of  a  brigade  of  infantry.  The  Cherokees 
immediately  rushed  to  the  point  assigned  them,  which  they  did  in 
regular  order,  and  in  a  manner  honorable  to  themselves,  that  is^, 
the  bank  was  in  no  place  left  vacant,  and  those  fugitives  who  had 
taken  to  flight,  fell  an  easy  prey  to  their  vengeance. 

**The  breast-work  was  composed  of  five  large  logs,  with  two 
ranges  of  port  holes  well  put  together;  artillery  had  no  effect, 
nrifJre  than  to  bore  it  wherever  it  struck;  nature  had  done  much, 
but  when  completed  by  art,  the  place  was  formidable  indeed :  the 
high  ground  which  extended  about  mid  way  from  the  breast-work 
to  the  river,  was  in  some  manner  open,  but  the  declivity  and  flat 
which  surrounded  it,  was  filled  with  fallen  timber,  the  growth  of 
which  was  very  heavy,  and  had  been  so  arranged,  that  every 
tree  afforded  them  a  breast-work,  forming  a  communication  or 
cover  to  the  ntxt,and  so  on  to  the  river  bank,  in  which  caverns  had 
been  dug  for  their  security,  and  our  annoyance.  The  breast  work 
in  its  whole  extent  was  lined  by  savages,  made  desperate  from 
thti'-  situation.  The  39th  was  drawn  up  on  the  left,  in  a  line  ex- 
tending from  the  centre  to  the  river  bank,  the  right  was  occupied 
by  the  militia.  The  artillery  on  an  eminence  two  hundred  yard.s 
in  rear  of  the  breast-work,  on  which  it  kept  up  a  steadv  ?."  '   v.e'?' 
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iiirected  fire,  though  without  efFect.  In  this  manner  the  battle 
became  stationary  for  some  time,  say  one  hour,  when  the  Cher- 
okees  crossed  the  river  by  swimming,  and  brought  from  the  oppo- 
site shore  a  number  of  canoes,  in  which  they  crossed  under  cover 
of  the  town,  and  their  own  guns  ;  they  halted  under  cover  of  the 
bank,  and  the  canoes  were  sent  back  for  a  reiuforcement.  Under- 
standing General  Jackson  was  about  charging  the  breast  works  in 
its  whole  extent,  I  rode  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  inform  Major 
Montgomery  who  commanded  the  left  of  the  39th,  on  the  river 
above.  On  my  return,  about  150  or  200  Cherokees  had  crossed, 
and  were  then  warmly  engaged  with  the  hostile  Creeks.  I  then 
crossed  with  Major  Walker  and  30  others,  and  ascended  the  high 
gfotmd,  which  the  Cherokees  were  then  in  possession  of.. ..we 
were  warmly  assailed  on  every  quarter,  except  our  rear,  where 
we  only  kept  open  by  the  dint  of  hard  fighting.  The  Cherokees 
were  continually  crossing,  and  our  number  increased  in  about  the 
proportion  in  which  the  Creeks  were  diminished,  who  laid  prostrate 
in  in  every  quarter.. ..their  numbers  were  vastly  superior  to  ours, 
but  were  occupied  in  maintaining  their  breast  work,  which  they 
appeared  determined  never  to  surrender  ;  about  one  hour  after  my 
arrival  on  the  summit,  I  received  a  wound  in  the  right  side  of  my 
head,  which  had  like  to  have  terminated  my  existence....!  howev- 
er in  a  short  time  recovered,  and  heard  the  heavenly  intelligence 
that  the  39th  had  charged,  and  were  then  in  possession  of  the 
breast-works.  This  was  an  arduous  undertaking,  and  the  cool  de- 
liberate manner  in  which  it  was  effected,  reflects  the  highest 
credit  on  this  bulwark  of  our  army. 

"The  fight  commenced  17  minutes  after  10,and  continued  with- 
out intermission  until  dark;  the  next  morning  some  were  killed, 
who  it  appears  were  determined  never  to  quit  their  enchanted 
ground.  On  counting  their  dead,  557  were  found  on  the  field, 
many  I  know  perished  in  crossing,  and  numbers  were  sunk  in  the 
river.  The  whole  loss  in  killed  could  not  be  less  than  7  or  800. 
The  loss  of  the  39th,  72  killed  and  wounded.  Major  Montgome- 
ry, Lieutenant  Somerville,  and  Lieutenant  Moulton  were  among 
the  former.  The  loss  of  the  Cherokees,  18  killed  and  35  wound- 
ed, many  badl3\  The  Cherokees  have  been  permitted  to  return 
to  their  homes." 

Draft  of  the  scene   of  action The   following   draft   of  the 

scene  of  action  at  the  bend  of  the  Tallapoosa,  was  taken  by  an 
officer  on  the  spot.  We  copy  it  with  as  much  accuracy  as  the 
nature  of  letter-press  printing  will  admit.  It  will  be  found  to 
throw  considerable  light  on  the  official  details.  The  bend  of  the 
river  at  this  place  is  circular,  resembling  the  form  of  a  hor.<»e  thoe, 
and  the  breastwork  w^as  thrown  across  the  mouth  or  <??)';  r'aiice  (?rf 
the  peninsula. 
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Termination  of  hostilities  with  the  Crepks The  dreadful 

chastisement  inflicted  by  Geo.  Jackson,  and  his  brave  followers, 
upon  the  Creeks,  induced  many  of  the  survivors  of  the  war  party 
to  surrender  themselves  and  sue  for  peace.  A  few,  however,  just 
before  the  arrival  of  the  general  at  Tallapoosa,  made  their  escape 
across  the  river,  and  fled  m  consternation  towards  Pensacola ;  as 
likewise  a  small  number,  after  the  battle  of  the  27th  March,  who 
fled  in  various  directions.  Many  of  the  negroes,  who  were  taken 
at  fort  Mims,  were  delivered  up,  and  one  white  woman  (Polly 
Jones)  with  her  two  children.  The  Tallapoosa  king  was  arrested 
and  put  in  confinement ;  and  the  Tostahatchee  king  of  the  Hick- 
ory ground  surrendered  himself  a  prisoner.  Peter  M'Quin,  a  dis- 
tinguished chief,  was  taken,  but  escaped  ;  and  Hillinhagee,  their 
great  prophet,  absconded.  Wetherford,  their  speaker,  had  been, 
through  the  war,  one  of  the  most  active  and  enterprising  chiefs. 
As  a  partizan  leader,  he  had  frequently  opposed  his  enemy  where 
he  was  little  expected.  Seeing  that  it  was  in  vain  any  longer  to 
resist,  he  voluntarily  came  in  and  delivered  himself  up ;  but  Gen. 
Jackson  declined  confining  him.  In  a  private  interview  with  the 
general,  he  made  the  following  short  though  forcible  and  bold  ad- 
dress : 

"  I  fought  at  fort  Mims....I  fought  the  Georgia  army....I  did 
you  all  the  injury  I  could. ...had  I  been  supported,  as  I  was  pro- 
mised, I  would  have  done  you  more.  But  my  warriors  are  all 
killed....!  can  fight  you  no  longer.  I  look  back  with  sorrow  that  I 
have  brought  destruction  on  my  nation.  1  am  now  in  your  pow- 
er, do  with  me  as  you  please,...!  am  a  soldier." 

Wetherford,  although  bold  and  intrepid,  had  previously  been  de- 
feated. In  December,  1813,  General  Claiborne,  having  under 
his  command  a  considerable  force,  consisting  of  volunteers  from 
the  southern  part  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  which  had  been  rais- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  resisting  any  attack  which  might  be  made 
by  the  enemy  upon  the  coast,  and  also  for  cutting  oif  all  commu- 
nication between  the  Creeks  and  Spaniards  in  the  Fioridas,  march- 
ed against  the  inimical  Creek  towns  on  the  Alabama  river.  Oa 
the  23d  of  December,  a  detachment  of  his  troops  commanded  by 
Colonel  Carson  came  in  view  of  a  town  called  Eccanachaca  (or 
holy  ground)  which  was  immediately  and  vigorously  attacked  by 
the  enemy,  who  had  been  apprized  ot  its  approach,  and  had  chos- 
en their  field  of  action  accordingly.  Wetherford  commanded 
the  Indians,  and  fought  with  bravery.  Colonel  Carson,  however, 
succeeded  in  defeating  him,  before  the  remainder  of  our  troops, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  the  charge,  could  have  time  to  ariivc. 
The  enemy  fled  in  every  direction,  many  of  them  casting  away 
their  arms.     Thirty  were  kiUed  and  many  vvQundod.     The  loss  on 
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our  part  \v;)s  ouc  corporal  killed,  and  one  en?igu,  two  sergeants^ 
one  corporal  and  two  privates  wounded.  A  pursuit  was  immedi- 
ately ordered;  but  from  the  nature  of  llie  country,  nothing  was 
efftcted.  The  town  was  nearly  surrounded  with  swamps  and 
deep  ravints,  which  rendered  the  approach  of  our  troops  difficult, 
and  facilitated  the  escape  of  the  enemy.  In  the  town  was  found 
a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and  immense  property  of  various 
hinds,  which  the  enemy,  flying  precipitately,  were  obliged  to  leave 
behind,  and  which,  together  with  200  houses,  were  destroyed. 
They  had  barely  time  to  remove  their  women  and  children  across 
the  Alabama,  upon  which  the  town  stood.  The  next  day  was 
occupied  in  destroying  a  town  consisting  of  sixty  houses,  eight 
miles  higher  up  the  river,  and  in  taking  and  destroying  the  ene- 
my's boats.  At  tlie  town  last  described, three  Indians  of  some  dis- 
tinction were  killed.  The  town  first  destroyed  was  built  after  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  and  was  established  as  a  place  of  se- 
curity for  the  inhabitants  of  several  villages.  The  leader  Wether- 
ford,  and  two  others,  who  were  principal  prophets,  resided  here. 
Three  Shawnese  were  among  the  slain.  A  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pensacola  to  the  Creek  Indians,  was  found  in  the  house 
of  Wetherford  by  General  Claiborne,  showing  the  friendship  that 
existed  between  the  Creeks  and  Spaniards,  and  the  hostility  of  the 
latter  towards  the  Americans. 

In  the  latter  part  of  April  Geneva!  Jackson  withdrew  his  forces 
from  the  Creek  country,  after  having  made  known  to  the  nation 
the  terms  upon  which  he  would  make  peace,  and  appointing  com- 
missioners therefor.  In  these  terms,  the  United  States  were  to 
retain  as  much  of  the  conquered  territory  as  might  appear  to  the 
government  to  be  a  just  indemnity  for  the  expences  of  the  war, 
and  as  a  retribution  for  the  injuries  sustained  by  its  citizens  and 
the  friendly  Creek  Indians.  The  United  States  were  likewise  to 
retain  the  right  of  establishing  military  posts  and  trading  houses, 
and  to  make  and  use  such  roads  as  they  might  think  necessary, 
and  freely  to  navigate  all  the  rivers  and  water  courses  in  the 
Creek  country.  The  Creeks,  on  their  part,  were  to  surrender 
their  prophets,  and  such  other  instigators  of  the  war  as  might  be 
designated  by  the  government  of  the  United  States;  and  were 
to  agree  to  such  restrictioi^s  upon  their  trade  with  foreign  nations, 
as  should  be  established  by  the  American  government. 

The  Tallissee  king,  who  wa<  reported  to  have  been  killed  in 
one  of  Gen.  Floyd's  battles  with  the  Creeks,  was  afterwards  ta- 
ken prisoner.  He  remained,  for  a  time,  with  a  detachment  of 
our  army  stationed  at  fort  Jackson,  (on  the  scite  of  old  fort  Tou- 
louse.) He  had  been  regarded  as  a  great  piophtt,  and  was  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  jears  of  age  when  taken,  with  a  head  as 
white  as  snow.     He  was  an  object  of  peculiar  vengeance  among 
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Uie  friendly  Creeks ;  and  although  he  was  nearly  bent  double 
with  age,  yet  were  they  anxious  to  destroy  him  ;  but  Wether* 
ford  moved  unmolested  amona;  them,  and  they  trembled  in  his 
presence. 

Geographical  description  of  the  Creek-  country The  follow- 
ing is  copied,  with  some  variations,  from  Morse's  Gazeteer  : 

"  The  Muskogiilge,  or,  as  they  are  more  commonly  called.  Creek 
Indians,  inhabit  the  eastern  parts  of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  The 
Creek,  or  Muskogulge  language, which  is  soft  and  musical,is  spoken 
throughout  the  confederacy,  (although  consisting  of  many  na- 
tions, who  have  a  speech  peculiar  to  themselves)  as  also  by  their 
friends  and  allies  the  Natchez.  The  Chicasaw  and  Chactaw  lan- 
guage, the  Muskogulges  say,  is  a  dialect  of  theirs.  The  Musko- 
gulges  eminently  deserve  the  encomium  of  all  nations,  for  their 
•wisdom  and  virtue,  in  expelling  the  greatest,  and  even  the  com- 
mon enemy  of  mankind,  viz.  spirituous  liquors.  The  first  and 
most  cogent  article  in  all  llieir  treaties  with  the  white  people  iSj, 
that  "  there  shall  not  be  any  kind  of  spirituous  liquors  sold  or 
brought  into  their  towns."  Instances  have  frequently  occur- 
red, on  the  discovery  of  attempts  to  run  kegs  of  spirits  into  their 
country,  of  the  Indians  striking  them  with  their  tomahawks,  and 
giving  the  liquor  to  thirsty  sand,  not  tasting  a  drop  themselves..... 
It  is  difficult  to  account  for  their  excellent  policy  in  civil  govern- 
ment ;  it  cannot  derive  its  eCicacy  from  coercive  laws,  for  they 
have  no  such  artificial  system.  Some  of  their  most  favourite 
songs  and  dances  they  have  from  their  enemies,  the  Chactaws ; 

for  it  seems  that  nation  is  very  eminent  for  poetry  and  music 

The  Muskogulges  allow  of  polygamy  in  the  utmost  latitude  ;  every 
man  takes  as  many  wives  as  he  pleases,  but  the  first  is  queen, 
and  the  others  her  handmaids  and  associates.  The  Creek  or 
Muskogulge  confederacy  have  55  towns,  besides  many  villages. 
The  powerful  empire  of  the  Muskogulges  established  itself  upon 
the  ruin  of  that  of  the  Natchez.  The  Oalcmulge  Fields  was  the 
first  settlement  they  sat  down  upon,  after  their  emigration  from 
the  west,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  their  original  native  country. 
They  gradually  subdued  their  surrounding  enemies,  strengthening 
themselves  by  taking  into  confederacy  the  vanquished  tribes.  Their 
whole  number,  some  years  since,  was  17,280,  of  which,  58o0 
were  fighting  men.  Later  accounts  say  6000  fighting  men,  and 
26000  souls  in  all.  Every  town  and  village  has  one  established 
white  trader  in  it,  and  generally  a  family  of  whites,  who  have 
fled  from  some  part  of  the  frontiers.  They  often,  to  have  re- 
venge, and  to  obtain  plunder  that  may  be  taken,  use  their  influ- 
ence to  send  out  predatory  parties  against  the  settlements  in  their 
?rcinity.     The  Creeks  were  formerly  very  badly  armed,  having  a 
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fbw  rifles,  but  mostly  armed  with  muskets.     For  near  fifty  years 
past,  the  Creek  Indians  have  had  little  intercourse  with  any  other 
foreigners  but  those  of  the  English  nation.     Their  prejudice  in  fa- 
vour of  every  thing  English  has  been  carefully  kept  alive.     Most 
of  their  tov\ns  have  kept   in  their  possession  British  drums  with 
the  arms  of  the  nation   and  other  emblems   painted   on  them; 
and  seme  of  their  squaws  preserve  the  remnants  of  British  flags. 
They  still  believe  that  "  the  great  king   over  the  water"   is   able 
to  keep  the  whole  world  in  subjection.     The  land  of  tht  country 
fs  a  common  stock;  an}  individual  may  remove  from  one  part  of 
ft  to  another,  and  occupy  vacant   ground   where   he   can  find  it. 
The  country  is   naturally  divided  into  three  districts,  viz.  the  Up- 
per Creeks,  Lower  and  Middle  Creeks,  and  Seminoles.      The  up- 
per district   includes  all  the  waters  of  the  Tallapoosa,  Coosahat- 
chce,  and   Alabama   rivers,  and   is   called  the    Abbacoes.     The 
Jower  or  middle  district  includes  all  the  waters  of  the  Chattahoo- 
see  and  Flint  rivers,  down  to  their  junction,  and    although  occu- 
pied by  a  great  number  of  different   tribes,  the   whole    are  called 
Cowetaulgas,  or  Coweta  people,  from   the   Cowetan   town   and 
tribe,  the  most   warlike   and  ancient  of  any  in  the  whole  nation. 
The  lower  or  southern  district  takes  in  the  river  Apalachicola,  and 
extends  to  the  point  of  E.  Florida,  and  is   called   the   country   of 
die  Seminoles.     Agriculture  is  as  far  advanced    with  the  Indians, 
as  it  can  well  be,  without  the  proper  implements  of  husbandry.... 
A  very  large  majority  of  the  nation  being  devoted  to  hunting  in 
the  winter,  and  to  war  or  idleness  in  summer,  cultivate  but  small 
parcels  of  ground,  barely  sufficient   for    subsistence.     But    many 
individuals  (particularly  on  Flint   river,  and   among  the  Chehaws, 
who  possess  numbers   of  negroes)   have   fenced  fields,  tolerably 
well  cultivated ;  having   no  ploughs,  they  break   up   the   ground 
with  hoes,  and  scatter  the   seed   promiscuously  over   the  ground, 
in  l.ills  but   not   in  rows.     They    raise   horses,  cattle,  fowls    and 
hogs.      The  only  articles  they  manufacture  are  earthern  pots  and 
pans,  baskets,  horse-ropes  or  halters,  smoaked  leather,  black  mar- 
ble pipes,  wooden  spoons,  and  oil  from  acrons,  hickory  nuts  and 
chesnuts.     They  consist   of  the   Appalachies,  Alabamies,  Abecas, 
Cawitiaws,  Coosas,  Conshacks,  Coosactees,   Chaesihoomas,  Nat- 
chez, Oconies,   Oakmulgies,  Okohoys,  Pakanas,  Taensas,  Talla- 
poosas,  Weclumkas,  and  some  others.     Their  union  has  rendered 
them  victorious  over  the  Chactavvs,  and  formidable  to  all  the  na- 
tions around  thera.     They  are  a  well  made,  expert,  hardy,  saga- 
cious, politic  people,  extremely  jealous  of  their  rights,  and  averse 
*.o  parting  w-ilh  their  lands.      They  have  abundance  of  tame  cat- 
Me  and  swine,  turkies,  ducks  and  other  poultry;  they  cultivate  to- 
bacco, rice,  Indian    corn,  potatoes,  beans,  peas,  cabbage,  melons, 
nnd    have    plentj-   of  peaches,  plums,  grapes,   strawberries,  and 
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liospiliible  to  strangers,  and  honest  and  fair  in  their  dealings. 
The  country  which  Wwy  claim  is  bounded  northward  b}  about 
the  34tii  degree  of  latitude  ;  and  exte.ids  from  the  Tombeckbee, 
or  Mobile  river,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,  though  they  have  ceded  a 
part  of  this  tract  on  the  sea  coast,  by  different  treaties,  to  the  state 
of  Georgia.  Their  principal  towns  lie  in  lat.  32  and  long.  11  20 
from  Philade[pha.  They  are  settled  in  a  hilly  but  not  mountain- 
ous country.  The  soil  is  fruitful  in  a  high  degree,  and  well  wa- 
tered, abounding  in  creeks  and  rivulets,  from  whence  they  are 
called  the  Creek  Indians." 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  following  is  from  the  MS. 
Journal  of  an  intelligent  traveller  : 

*'  Coosa  river,  and  its  many  branches,  form  the  vveslern  line 
of  settlements  or  villages  of  the  Creeks,  but  their  hunting  grounds 
extend  200  miles  beyond,  to  the  Tombigbee,  which  is  the  di- 
viding line  between  .  their  country  and    that   of  the  Chactaws 

The  smallest  of  their  towns  have  from  twenty  to  thirty  houses  in 
them,  and  some  of  them  contain  from  150  to  200,  that  are  whol- 
ly compact.  The  houses  stand  in  clusters  of  four,  five,  six,  seven 
and  eight  together,  irregularly  distributed  up  and  down  the  banks 
of  the  rivers  or  small  streams.  Each  cluster  of  houses  contain  a 
clan,  or  family  of  relations,  who  eat  and  live  in  common,  iiacb 
town  has  a  public  square,  hot  house  and  yard  near  the  centre  of- 
it,  appropriated  to  various  public  uses  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  principal  towns  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Creeks, 
that  have  public  squares  ;  beginning  at  the  head  of  the  Coosa  or 
Coosahatcha  river,  viz.  Upper  Ufalas,  Abbacoochees,  Natchez, 
Coosas,  Oteetoocheenas,  Pine,  Catchas,  PocuntuUahases,  Weeo- 
kees.  Little  Tallassie,  Tuskeegees,  Coosadas,  Alabamas,  Tawasas, 
Pavvactas,  Autobas,  Auhoba,  Weelumpkees  Big,  Weelumi,kees 
Little,  Wacacoys,  Wecks^^y,  Ochees.  The  following  towns  are 
in  the  central,  inland  and  high  country,  between  the  Coosa  and 
Tallapoosa  rivers,  in  the  district  called  the  Hillabees,  viz.  HiUa- 
bees,  K-illeegko,  Oakchoys,  Slakagulgas,  and  Wacacoys.  On  the 
waters  of  the  Tallapoosa,  from  the  head  of  the  river  downward, 
the  following,  viz.  Tuckabatchee,  Tehassa,Totacaga,  New  Youka, 
Chalaacpauley,  Loguspogus,  Oakfuskee,  Ufaia  Little,  Ufala  Big, 
Sogahatches,  Tuckaabatchees,  Big  Tallassee,  or  half-way-house, 
Clewaleys,  Coosahatches,  Coolamies,  Shawanese  or  Savanas, 
Keuhulka,  and  Muckeleses.  The  towns  of  the  Lower  Creeks, 
beginning  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Chattahoosee,  and  so  on 
downwards,  are  Chelu  Ninny,  Chattahoosee,  Hohtatoga,  Coweta?, 
Cussitas,  Chalagatscor,  Broken  Arrov,-,  Euchees  several,  Kitclia- 
tees  several,  Palachuolo,  Chewackala.  Beside  twenty  towns  and 
villages  of  the  Little  and  Big  Chehaus,  low  down  on  Flint  and 
2  L 
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Chattahoopee  rivers.  From  their  roving  and  unsteady  maniie?  oT 
living,  it  is  impossible  to  dettinniiie  with  much  precision,  the  num- 
ber of  Indians  that  compose  the  iVeek  nation.  Gen.  M'G'Uivrgy 
estimates  the  number  of  gun  men  to  be  betsveen  6  and  6000,  ex- 
clusive of  the  Seminoles,  who  are  of  little  or  no  account  in  war, 
except  as  small  parties  of  marauders,  acting  independent  of  the 
general  inten  st  of  the  others.  The  whole  number  of  individuals 
ma}  be  about  25  oi  26000  souls." 

Of  the  manners  and  cujtoms  of  the  Creeks,  in  addition  to  the 
foregoing,  the  following  extract,  written  by  Benj.  Hawkins,  escf, 
may  not  be  unamusing  : 

"  There  is  a  practice  called  Hoithlekillissoivau,  (or  war  physic,) 
which  is  described  in  the  fcllovving  terms  :....When  young  men 
are  going  to  war,  they  go  into  the  *'  hot  house"  of  the  town. 
This  is  called  Thlucco,  (or  the  rotunda.)  It  is  near  the  great 
square,  is  of  an  octagonal  shape,  30  fett  wide  and  12  feet  high. 
In  the  middle,  on  a  small  elevation,  fire  is  kindled.  It  is  the  as- 
sembly-room, where  the  men,  women  and  children  gather  toge- 
ther every  evening  to  recreate  themselves  with  singing,  dancing 
and  conversation  ;  and  in  it,  sometimes  in  very  cold  weather,  the 
old  and  naked  sleep.  It  is  walled  and  clayed  up  on  the  outside, 
and  the  entrance  is  through  a  small  door.  In  the  hot-house  the 
warriors  remain  four  days.  They  drink  the  Micco  hoyordjau^  and 
the  possau,  and  they  eat  the  souwatcheo,  a  very  bitter  root, 
which  has  the  power  of  intoxicating  or  maddening.  On  the 
fourth  day  they  come  out,  have  their  knapsack  read\,  and  march. 
This  knapsack  is  an  old  blanket,  containing  some  parched  corn, 
flour,  and  leather  to  patch  moccasins.  They  carry  in  their  shot- 
bags  a  charm,  like  Ohi,  a  protection  against  all  ills,  called  "  war- 
physic,"  composed  of  Chitto-Y abby  and  Istepeupau,  or  the  bones 
of  the  snake  and  of  the  lion. 

**  The  tradition  of  this  physic  is,  that  in  old  times  the  lion  [is- 
tepaupru]  devoured  the  people.  They  dug  a  pit,  and  caught  hina 
in  it  just  as  he  had  killed  one  of  them.  They  covered  him  with 
light  wood  knots,  and  burned  him,  but  preserved  his  bones.  The 
snake  was  in  the  water.  The  old  people  sang,  and  he  showed 
himself.  They  sang  again,  and  he  showed  himself  a  little  out  of 
the  water.  The  third  time  he  showed  his  horns,  and  they  cut  off 
one.  Again  he  showed  himself  a  fourth  time,  and  tbey  cut  off 
the  other  horn. 

"  A  piece  of  these  horns,  and  the  bones  of  the  lion,  is  the  grcs^. 
war  physic  of  the  Creeks." 
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CHAPTER  XKIir. 


^aval Lake  Erie Battle  with   and  capture  of  the  British. 

Jirot  ....Interesting  anecdotes  of  the   batttie Biography  of 

Commodore  Perry. 

Previous  to  a  detail  of  the  affairs  on  the  ocean  in  1813,  we 
shall  notice  such  events  as  transpired  on  the  respective  Jakes  dur- 
inja;  that  year,  as  bein^  more  immediately  connected  with  the  ope- 
rations of  the  land  forces. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  Capt.  P.  rry  arrived  at  the 
port  of  Erie,  to  take  command  of  the  fleet  there  fitting  out.  The 
American  force  at  that  time  on  the  lake  consisted  but  of  several 
small  vessels;  two  of  the  best  of  which  had  recently  been  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy  in  a  gallant  style  by  Capt.  Elliot,  from  un- 
der the  very  batteries  of  fort  Erie.  The  British  force  was  greatly 
supi^rior,  and  commanded  by  Commodore  Barclay,  an  able  and. 
well-tried  officer.  Commodore  Perry  immediately  applied  him- 
self to  increase  his  armament,  and  having  ship  carpenters  fiom 
the  Atlantic  coast,  and  using  extraordinary  exertions,  two  brigs  of 
20  guns  each  were  soon  launched  at  Erie,  the  American  port  on 
the  lake. 

While  the  vessels  were  constructing,  the  British  squadron  ho 
vered  off  the  harbour,  but  offered  no  molestation.  At  lengthy 
his  vessels  being  equipped  and  manned,  on  the  4th  of  August, 
Commodore  Perry  succeeded  in  getting  his  squadron  over  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  The  water  on  the  bar  was  but  five 
feet  deep,  and  the  large  vessels  had  to  be  buoyed  over  ;  this  was 
accomplished  in  the  face  of  the  British,  who  fortunattely  did  not 
think  proper  to  make  an  attack.  The  next  day  lie  sailed  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy,  but  returned  on  the  8th,  without  having  en- 
countered him.  Being  reinforced  by  the  arrival  oi  the  brave  El- 
liot, accompanied  by  several  officers  and  89  sailors,  he  was  ena- 
bled completely  to  man  his  squadron,  and  again  set  sail  on  the 
12th,  in  quest  of  the  enemy.  On  the  15th  he  arrived  at  San- 
dusky Bay,  where  the  American  army,  under  Gen.  Harrison,  lay 
encamped.  From  thence  he  cruised  off  Maiden,  wheiy  the  Bri- 
tish squadron  remained  at  anchor,  under  the  guns  of  the  fort..... 
The  appearance  of  Perry's  squadron  spread  great  alarm  on 
shore ;  the  women  and  children  ran  shrieking  about  the  place, 
expecting  an  immediate  attack.  The  Indians,  we  are  told,  looked 
on  with  astonishment,  and  urged  the  British  to  go  out  and  fight. 
Finding  the  enemy  not  disposed  to  venture  a  tmttle.  Commodore 
Perry  returned  to  Sandusky, 


208  SKETCHES   OK 

"Nothing  oi  moment  liapptned  uiilil  the  moniinr:^  of  the  10th  of 
Septpmber.  The  Amt.rican  squadron  were,  at  that  time,  lying  at 
anchor  in  Put-in  Bay,  and  consisted  of  brigs  Lawrence,  Comnio- 
dnre  P«^rry,  2u  guns  ;  Niagara,  Capt.  Elliot,  20  do.;  Caledonia, 
Purser  M'Grath,  3  do. ;  schooners  Ariel,  Lieut.  Packet,  4  do.  ; 
Scorpion,  Sailing  Master  Champlin,  2  do.;  Somers,  Alniy,  2  do. 
and  2  swivels;  TiTiress,  Lieut.  Conklin,  1  do.;  Porcupine,  Mid- 
shipman G.  Senat,  1  do. ;  sloop  Tiippe,  Lieut.  Smith,  1  do  ;  in 
all  54  guns. 

At  sunrise  they  discovered  the  enemy,  and  immediately  got  un- 
der way  and  stood  for  him  with  a  light  wiud  at  southwest.  The 
British  force  consisted  of  ship  Detroit,  19  guns,  I  on  pivot,  and  2 
ho  vitzers;  Q,ueen  Charlotte,  17  do.  1  on  pivot;  schooner  Lady 
Prevost,  13  do.  1  on  pivot;  brig  Hunter,  IQdo. ;  sloop  Little 
Belt,  3  do;  schoojier  Chippeway,  1  do.  2  swivels;  in  all  63 
guns. 

At  10  A.  M.  the  wind  haled  to  the  southeast  and  brought  our 
squadron  to  windward.  Commodore  Perry  then  hoisted  his  union 
j?ick,  having  for  a  motto,  the  dying  words  of  the  valiant  Law= 
rence,  *'  Don't  give  up  the  ship!"  It  was  received  with  repeated 
cheerings  by  the  officers  and  crews.  And  now  having  formed 
his  line  he  bore  for  the  enemy  ;  who  likewise  cleared  for  action, 
and  haled  up  his  courses.  It  is  deeply  interesting  to  picture  to 
ourselves  the  advances  of  these  gallant  and  well- matched  squad- 
rons to  a  contest,  where  the  strife  must  be  obstinate  and  san- 
guin  iry,  and  the  event  decisive  of  the  fate  of  almost  an  em- 
pire. 

The  lightness  of  the  wind  occasioned  them  to  approach  each 
01  her  but  slowly,  and  prolonged  the  awful  interval  of  suspense 
and  anxiety  that  precedes  a  battle.  This  is  the  time  when  the 
stoutest  heart  beats  quick,  *♦  and  the  boldest  holds  his  breath;"  it 
is  the  still  moment  of  direful  expectation  ;  of  fearful  looking  (.'ut 
for  slaughter  and  destruction  ;  when  even  the  glow  of  pride  and 
ambition  is  chHled  for  a  while,  and  nature  shudders  at  the  awful 
jeopardy  of  existence.  The  very  order  and  regularity  of  naval 
discipHne  heit^hten  the  dreadful  quiet  of  the  moment.  No  bustle, 
no  noise  prevails  to  distract  the  mind,  except  at  intervals,  the 
shrill  piping  of  the  boatswain's  whistle,  or  a  murmuring  whisper 
aoong  the  men,  who,  grouped  around  their  guns,  earnestly  re- 
gard the  rfjovements  of  the  foe,  now  and  then  stealing  a  wistful 
glance  at  the  countenances  of  their  commanders,  in  this  man- 
Ticr  did  the  hostile  squadrons  approach  eachotner,  in  mute  watch- 
fulness and  terrible  tranquility  ;  when  suddenly  a  bugle  was  sound- 
ed from  on  board  the  enemy's  ship  Detroit,  and  loud  huzzas  im- 
mediately burst  forth  from  all  their  crews. 

No  sooner  did  the  Lawrence  come  within  reach  of  the  enemy's 
long  guns,  than  they  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  her,  which,  from 
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the  shortness  of  her  gun?,  she  was  unable  to  rfturn.  Commo- 
dore Perry,  without  waiting  for  bis  schooners,  kept  on  his  course 
in  such  gallant  and  determined  style  that  the  enemy  supposed  it 
was  his  intention  to  board.  In  a  few  minutes,  having  gained  a 
nearer  position,  he  opened  his  fire.  The  length  of  the  enemies' 
guns,  however,  gave  them  vastly  the  advantage,  and  the  Law- 
rence was  excessively  cut  up  without  being  able  to  do  any  great 
damage  in  return.  Their  shot  pierced  her  sides  in  all  derectioos^ 
killing  our  men  on  the  birth  deck  and  in  the  steerage,  where  they 
had  been  taken  down  to  be  dressed.  One  shot  had  nearly  produ- 
ced a  fatal  explosion;  passing  through  the  light  room  it  knocked 
the  snulF  of  the  candle  into  the  magazine  ;  fortunately  the  gun- 
ner happened  to  see  it,  and  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  extin- 
guish it  immediately  with  his  hand. 

Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be  the  enemy's  plan  to  destroy  the  com- 
modore's  ship,  and  thus  throw  tiie  squadron  into  confusion.  For 
this  purpose  their  heaviest  fire  was  directed  at  the  Lawrence,  and 
blazed  incessantly  upon  it  from  their  largest  ves^^els.  Finding  the 
hazard  of  his  situation.  Perry  made  sail,  and  directed  the  other 
vessels  to  follow  for  the  purpose  uf  closing  with  the  foe.  The 
tremendous  fire,  however,  to  which  he  was  exposed,  soon  cut 
away  every  brace  and  bowline,  and  the  Lawrence  became  ua 
manageable. 

Even  in  this  disastrous  plight,  she  sustained  the  action  for  up- 
wards of  two  hours,  within  canister  distance,  though  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time  he  could  not  get  more  than  three  guns  to  bear 
upon  her  antagonists.  It  was  admirable  to  behold  the  perfect  or- 
der and  regularity  that  prevailed  among  her  valiant  and  devoted 
crew,  throughout  this  scene  of  horror.  No  tripidation,  no  con- 
fusion occurred,  even  for  an  instant  ;  as  fast  as  the  men  were 
wounded  they  were  carried  below  and  others  stept  into  their  pla- 
ces ;  the  dead  remained  where  they  fell  until  after  the  action.... 
At  this  juncture  the  fortune  of  the  battle  trembled  on  a  point,  and 
the  enemy  believed  the  day  their  own.  The  Lawrence  was  re- 
duced to  a  mere  wreck;  her  decks  were  streaming  with  blood, 
and  covered  with  mangled  limbs  and  the  bodies  of  the  slain  ; 
nearly  the  whole  of  her  crew  was  either  killed  or  wounded  ;  her 
guns  were  dismounted,  and  the  commodore  and  his  officers  help- 
ed to  work  the  last  that  was  capable  of  service. 

Amidst  all  this  peril  and  disaster,  the  youthful  com.mander  is 
said  to  have  remained  perfectly  composed,  manitaining  a  serene 
and  cheerful  countenance,  uttering  no  passionate  oi  agitated  ex- 
pression, giving  out  his  orders  with  calmness  and  deliberation, 
and  inspiriting  every  one  around  him  by  his  magnanimous  de- 
meanour. 

At  this  crisis,  finding  the  Lawrence  was  incapable  of  further 
service,  and  seeing   the   hazardous   sitwation  of  the  cnnflict,  br- 


^70  SKLICHES  OF 

formed  the  bold  resolution  of  sliifting  his  flag.  Giving  the  sliip^ 
therefore,  ii)  charge-  to  Lieut.  Yarijall,  who  had  already  distin- 
guisht'd  himself  by  his  bravery,  he  haled  dovv-n  liis  union,  bearing 
the  motto  of  Lawrence,  and  taking  it  under  his  arm,  ordered  to 
he  put  on  board  of  the  Niagara,  which  was  then  in  close  engage- 
ment. Id  leaving  the  Lawrence  he  gave  his  pilot  choice  either 
to  remain  on  board,  or  accempany  h.im  ;  the  faitiiful  tellow  told 
Jiim  *' he'd  stick  by  him  to  the  hist,"  and  jumped  into  the  boat. 
He  went  oft*  from  the  fh\\:>  w  his  usual  gallant  manner,  standing 
up  in  the  stern  of  the  boat,  until  the  crew  absolutely  pulltd  him 
down  among  them.  Broadsides  were  levelled  at  him,  and  small 
arms  discharged  by  the  enemy,  two  of  whose  vtssels  were  with- 
in musket  shot,  and  a  third  one  nearer.  His  brave  shipmates  who 
remained  behind,  stood  watching  him,  in  breathless  anxiety  ;  the 
balls  struck  around  him  and  flew  over  his  head  in  every  direction  ; 
but  the  same  special  providence  that  seems  to  have  watched  over 
the  youthful  hero  throughout  this  desperate  battle,  conducted  him 
safely  through  a  shower  of  shot,  and  they  beheld  with  transport 
his  inspiring  flag  hoisted  at  the  mast  head  of  the  Niagara.  No 
sooner  was  he  on  board,  than  Capt,  Elliot  A'olunteered  to  put  oif 
in  a  boat  and  bring  into  action  the  schooners  which  had  been 
kept  astern  by  the  lightness  of  the  wind  ;  the  gallant  offer  was 
accepted,  and  Elliot  left  the  Niagara  to  put  it  in  execution. 

About  this  time  the  commodore  saw,  with  infinite  regret,  the 
flag  of  the  Lawrence  come  down.  The  event  was  unavoidable  ; 
shf  had  sustained  the  whole  fury  of  the  enemy,  and  was  render- 
ed incapable  of  defence  ;  any  further  show  of  resistance  would 
but  have  been  most  uselessly  and  cruelly  to  have  provoked  car- 
nage among  the  relics  of  her  brave  and  mangled  crew.  The 
enemy,  how-ever,  were  not  able  to  take  possession  of  her,  and 
subsequent  circumstances  enabled  her  again  to  hoist  her  flag. 

Commodore  Perry  now  made  signal  for  close  action,  and  the 
small  vessels  got  out  their  sweeps  and  made  all  s»i).  Finding 
that  the  Niagara  was  but  little  injured,  he  determined,  if  possi- 
ble, to  break  the  enemy's  line.  He  accordingly  bore  up  and  pass- 
ed ahead  of  the  two  ships  and  brig,  giving  them  a  raking  fire 
from  his  starboard  gnns,  and  also  to  a  large  schooner  and  sloop 
from  his  larboard  side  at  half  pistol  shot.  Having  passed  the 
whole  squadron,  he  lufted  up  and  laid  his  ship  along  side  the  Bri- 
tish commodore.  The  smaller  vessels  under  the  direction  of  Capt. 
Elliot,  having,  in  the  mean  time,  got  within  grape  and  cannister 
distance,  and  keeping  up  a  wcH-directed  fire,  the  whole  of  the 
enemy  struck  excepting  two  small  vessels  which  attempted  to  es- 
cape, but  were  taken. 

The  engagement  lasted  about  three  hours,  and  never  was  vic- 
tory more  decisive  and  complete.  The  captured  squadron,  as  has 
heeu  shown,  evreeded  ours   in   M'eight  of  metal    and    nviraber  of 
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ijfuus.  'I'lieir  crews  were  also  more  numerous;  our^  were  a  mot- 
ley collection,  where  there  were  some  good  seamtn,  but  eked  out 
with  soldiers,  volunteers  and  bojs,  and  many  were  on  the  sick  list. 
More  prisoners  were  taken  than  we  had  men  to  guard.  The  loss 
on  both  sides  was  severe.  Scarcely  any  oJ  the  Lawrence's  crew 
escaped  unhurt.  Among  those  slain  was  Lieut.  Brooks  of  the  ma- 
rines, a  gay  and  elegant  young  officer,  lull  of  spirit,  of  amiable 
manners,  and  remarkable  for  his  personal  beauty.  Lieut.  Yarnall, 
though  repeatedly  wounded,  refused  to  quit  tl:e  deck  during  the 
whole  of  the  action.  Commodore  Perry,  notwithstanding  that 
he  was  continually  in  the  most  exposed  situations  of  the  battle,  es- 
caped uninjured  ;  he  wore  an  ordinary  seaman's  dress,  which,  per- 
haps, prevented  him  from  being  picked  off  by  the  enemy's  sharp 
shooters.  He  had  a  younger  brother  with  him  on  board  the  Law- 
rence, as  midshipman,  who  was  equally  fortunate  in  receiving  no 
injury,  though  his  shipmates  fell  all  round  him.  Two  Indian 
chiefs  had  been  stationed  in  the  tops  of  the  Detroit,  to  shoot  down 
our  officers,  but  when  the  action  became  warm,  so  panic  struck 
were  they  with  the  terrors  of  the  scene,  and  the  strange  perils 
that  surrounded  them,  that  they  fled  precipitately  to  the  hold  of 
the  ship,  where  they  were  found  after  the  battle  in  a  state  of  ut- 
ter consternation.  The  bodies  of  several  other  Indians  are  said 
to  have  been  found  the  next  day  on  the  shores  ol  the  lake,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  slain  during  the  engagement  and  thrown  over- 
board. 

The  loss  of  the  British,  in  killed  and  wounded,  is  estimated  at 
160,  and  that  of  the  Americans  at  1?3.  On  board  the  British 
fleet,  the  captain  and  first  lieutenant  of  the  Queen  Charlotte 
were  killed.  Com.  Barclay,  of  the  Lady  Prevost,  was  severely 
wounded  and  lost  his  hand.  He,  however,  did  himself  honour  by 
the  brave  and  obstinate  resistance  which  he  made.  He  is  a  fine 
looking  officer,  of  about  36  years  of  age.  He  has  seen  much 
service,  having  been  desperately  wounded  in  the  battle  ot  Trafal- 
gar, and  afterwards  losing  an  arm  in  another  engagement  with 
the  French.  In  the  present  battle  he  was  twice  carried  below, 
on  account  of  his  wounds,  and  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  re- 
maining hand  shot  away.  While  below  the  second  time,  his  of- 
ficer came  down  and  told  him  that  they  must  strike,  as  tht  ships 
were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  men  could  not  be  kept  to  their  gun?. 
Com.  Barclay  was  then  carried  on  deck,  and  after  taking  a  view 
of  their  situation,  and  finding  all  chance  of  success  was  over,  re- 
luctantly gave  orders  to  strike. 

Interesting  anecdotes  of  the  battle  on  lake  Erie It  is  a  trite 

remark,  that  general  descriptions  of  battles  present  no  images  to 
the  mind.  We  read  with  little  emotion  of  broadsides  discharged, 
ships  cut  to  pieces,  and  numbers  killed  and  wounded  ;  but  when 
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particulars  are  given  us,  when  the  imminent  risks,  or  piteous  dis^ 
asters  of  individuals  are  detailed,  we  fancy  ourselves  in  their  si- 
tuation, and  in  a  manner  mingle  personally  in  the  conflict.  In 
addition  to  the  account  before  given  of  the  engagement  on  lake 
Erie,  several  circumstanct^s  have  reached  u?,  wliich  give  a  more 
vivid  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  fight,  and  show  the  incessant  and 
thickening  perils  with  which  the  gallant  Perry  was  surrounded. 

It  was  his  lot  repeatedly  to  see  men  swept  away  from  his  side; 
some  e\ien  while  convtTsiiig  with  him.  One  of  these  instances 
displays  the  coolness  and  presence  of  mind  that  prevailed  among 
the  officers,  and  indeed  throughout  the  ship,  enabling  them  even 
to  iest  with  present  dangers.  The  second  lieutenant  of  the  Law- 
rence, while  standing  beside  Commodore  Perry,  was  jtruck  in 
the  breast  by  a  chain  shot.  The  shot  having  passed  through  the 
bulwark,  had  no  other  effect  than  to  knock  him  dow  n^  and  lodge 
in  the  bosom  of  his  waistcoat.  He  fell  with  an  exclamation,  and 
remained  for  a  moment  stunned  by  the  violence  of  the  blow..... 
Perry  raised  him  up,  and  seeing  no  marks  of  a  wound,  gave  him 
some  cheering  words,  and  told  him  he  could  not  be  hurt.  The 
lieutenant  coming  to  himself,  put  his  hand  into  his  bosom,  pulled 
out  the  shot  and  exclaiming,  "  No,  no,  but  this  is  my  shot,"  thrust 
it,  with  great  sang  froid,  into  his  pocket. 

In  the  course  of  the  action  Perry  noticed  a  prime  and  favorite 
sailor,  who  was  captain  of  one  of  the  guns,  very  much  embarrass- 
ed with  his  piece,  which  in  consequence  of  the  firelock  being 
broken  was  rather  unmanageable  and  rebounded.  Perry  ap- 
urnached  him,  and  in  his  usual  encouraging  manner,  asked  him 
what  was  the  matter.  The  honest  tar,  who  had  been  showing 
signs  of  infinite  vexation,  turned^  round,  and  as  if  speaking  of  a 
mistress,  exclaimed  reproachfully,*  "sir,  my  gun  behaves  shame- 
fully  shamefully  !''  He  then  levelled,  and  having  taken  aim,  rais- 
ed up  and  squared  himself  in  a  fine  martial  style,  when  suddenly 
a  cannon  ball  struck  him  in  the  breast,  passed  through  him,  and 
he  fell  dead  without  a  groan  ! 

Lieutenant  Yarnall,  of  the  Lawrence,  behaved  throughout  with 
great  bravery  and  coolness.  He  was  dressed  as  a  common  sea- 
man, a  red  bandana  handkerchief  was  tied  round  his  neck,  and 
another  round  his  head,  to  stanch  two  wounds  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. From  tiiese  the  blood  trickled  down  his  face,  and  a  splin- 
ter having  passed  through  his  nose  it  had  swelled  to  a  hideous 
magnitude.  In  this  frightful  plight,  looking  like  the  very  genius 
of  carnage  and  ill  luck,  he  came  up  to  Perry,  in  the  hottest  and 
bloodiest  of  the  fight,  and  announced  to  him  that  all  the  officers  of 
his  division  were  killed.  Perry  ordered  others  in  their  place. 
Shortly  after,  Yarnall  returned  with  a  repetition  of  the  dismal  ti- 
dings that  all  the  officers  v\'ere  shot  down  !    Then  sir,  said  Perrj'*, 
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j^ou  must   endeavor  to  make  out  by  yourself,  I  have  no  more  to 
fu:niih  }ou. 

One  circumstance  which  Perry  relates,  deserves  particular  men- 
tion. It  has  in  it  something  of  sentiment  that  is  above  common 
life,  and  absolutely  belongs  to  poetry.  When  in  the  sweeping 
hdvoc  that  was  sometimes  made,  a  number  of  men  were  shot 
away  from  around  a  gun,  the  survivors  looked  silently  round  to 
Perry... .and  then  stepped  into  their  places.  Whenever  he  looked 
at  the  poor  fellows  that  lay  wounded  and  weltering  on  the  deck, 
he  always  found  th^ir  faces  turned  toivards  him,  and  their  eyes 
Jixed  on  his  countenance.  It  is  impossible  for  words  to  heighten 
the  simple  and  affecting  eloquence  of  this  anecdote.  It  speaks 
volumes  in  praise  of  the  heroism  of  the  commander,  and  the  loyal 
affection  of  his  follovvers. 

When  Perry  went  off  from  the  Lawrence  to  shift  his  flag  to 
the  Niagara,  he  stood  up  in  the  boat  gallantly  waving  his  sword, 
and  was  heard  cheeringly  to  exclaim,  '^pull  axvay  my  brave  boys!^ 
So  earnest  was  he,  that  though  the  balls  whistled  around  him,  he 
could  scarcely  be  made  to  take  a  seat,  and  an  old  sa'lor,  who  had 
been  in  both  battles  of  the  Constitution,  absolutely  heM  him  down. 

Just  after  he  had  got  on  board  the  Niagara,  and  was  on  the 
quarter  deck,  a  sailor  who  commanded  one  of  the  guns,  seeing 
all  his  men  shot  down,  turned  with  eagerness  to  Perry,  and  lay- 
ing both  hands  upon  his  shoulders,  exclaimed,  *  for  God's  sake,  sir, 
give  me  some  more  men  !'  Such  was  the  vivid  animation  that  pre- 
vailed among  all  ranks,  they  had  loi^t  all  sense  of  personal  danger^ 
and  thought  of  nothing  but  victory. 

When  the  Niagara  dashed  through  the  enemy's  line,  as  she 
passed  the  Lady  Prevost,  Lieutenant  Buchan,  the  commander  of 
that  vessel,  was  shot  through  the  face  by  a  musket  ball... .The  ves- 
sels were  then  within  half  pistol  shot  so  that  every  thing  could  be 
seen  distinctly  from  one  to  the  other.  The  crew  of  the  Lady 
Prevost,  unable  in  their  crippled  state  to  stand  the  fire  of  the  Nia- 
gara, ran  below  ;  but  their  unfortunate  commander  remained  on 
deck,  and  Perry  saw  him  leaning  on  the  companion  way,  with 
his  face  on  his  hand,  looking  with  fixed  stare  at  his  enemies.  Per- 
ry immediately  silenced  the  marines  on  the  quarter  deck,  and 
running  forward  ordered  the  men  to  cease  firing.  He  afterwards 
learnt  that  the  strange  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Buchan  was  owuig 
to  sudden  derangement,  caused  by  his  wound.  He  was  a  brave 
officer,  and  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  battle  of  the  Nile, 
While  Perry  was  engaged  at  c!o?e  quarters  in  the  Niagara^ 
Lieutenant  Turner,  a  fine  brave  young  sailor,  who  commanded 
the  brig  Caledonia  of  three  guns,  spreading  every  sail,  endeavor- 
ed to  get  into  the  action.  His  foresail  interfered  between  him 
and  the  enemy,  but  rather  than  take  in  an  inch  of  canvass,  he 
ordered  his  men  to  fire  through  it.  Seeing  the  ceaimodore  eiiga- 
2  M 
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gee!  in  the  thiciiest  of  the  fight,  he  proposed  to  the  commander  of 
anothtr  small  vessel,  to  board  the  Dttroit ;  the  other  however 
prudently  declined  the  rash,  but  gallant  proposal. 

It  has  been  mentioned  tliat  two  Indians  were  on  board  the  De- 
troit, stationed  in  the  tops,  to  pick  off  our  officers  with  their  riflts. 
No  sooner  however  did  the  ships  come  into  close  action,  than  they 
were  dismayed  by  this  new  and  tremendous  species  ot  battle,  and 
slunk  into  the  hold.  When  the  ship  was  taken  they  anticipated 
cruel  treatment,  if  their  station  was  discovered,  and  borrowed 
sailors  clothes  that  they  might  pass  for  Englishmen.  Thus  disguis- 
ed, they  lay  in  close  concealment  for  two  days,  when  word  was 
brought  to  commodore  Perry,  that  two  Indians  were  concealed 
bi  low  who  had  not  tasted  food  for  eight  and  forty  hours.  He  had 
them  brought  up  on  deck,  where  they  made  a  most  uncouth  and 
ludicrous  appearance,  with  their  borrowed  garments  bagging 
about  thern.  They  expected  nothing  less  than  to  be  butchered  and 
scalped  ;  but  notwithstanding,  preserved  the  most  taciturn  inflex- 
ibility of  muscle.  Perry  howevt-r  after  putting  a  few  good  hu- 
mortd  questions  to  them,  ordered  them  to  be  taken  avva}  and 
fed  ;  a  degree  of  lenity  which  seemed  to  strike  them  with  more 
surprise  than  their  stoic  natures  are  apt  to  evince. 

The  only  time  that  the  coolness  and  self-command  of  Perry  ex- 
perienced any  thing  of  a  shock,  was  on  seeing  his  young  brcther 
knocked  down  by  a  hammock,  which  had  been  driven  in  by  a 
ball.  In  the  momentary  agony  of  mind  he  gave  him  up  as  slain, 
but  bad  the  dt-light  to  see  him  rise  up  perfectly  unhurt. 

We  shall  close  these  few  particulars  of  this  gallant  and  roman* 
tic  affair,  with  the  affecting  fate  of  Lieutenant  Brookes  of  the 
marines.  It  presents  an  awful  picture  of  the  scenes  which  the 
warrior  witnesses  in  battle.... his  favorite  companions  suddenly  cut 
down  before  his  eyes.. ..those  dreadful  transitions  from  the  flush  of 
health  and  the  vivacity  of  youth,  to  the  ghastliness  of  agonizing 
death... .from  the  cheering  and  the  smile,  to  the  shriek  and  the 
convulsion. 

Brorkes  was  a  gay,  animated  young  officer,  remarkable  for 
his  p'  rsonal  beauty.  In  the  midst  of  the  engagement  he  accosted 
Perry  in  a  spirit*  d  tone  with  a  smile  on  his  countenance,  and  was 
making  some  observations  about  the  enemy,  when  a  cannon  ball 
struck  him  in  the  thigh,  and  dashed  him  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  deck.  The  blow  shattered  him  dreadfully,  and  the  sudden 
anguish,  forced  from  him  the  most  thrilling  exclamations.  He 
implored  Perry  to  shoot  him  and  put  an  end  to  his  torture....the 
latter  directed  ^ome  of  the  mariners  to  carry  him  below  and  con- 
sign l<im  to  the  surgeon.  The  scene  was  rendered  more  affect- 
ing* by  the  conduct  of  a  little  mulatto  boy  of  twelve  yea.rs  of  age, 
a  favorite  of  Brookes.. ..He  carried  cartridges  to  one  of  the  guns, 
hut  on  seeing  his   master  fall,  he  threw  himself  upon  the   deck. 
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with  the  most  frantic  gesticulations  and  piercing;  cries,  exclaiming 
that  his  master  was  killed  ;  nor  could  he  be  appeased  until  orders 
were  giveii  to  tnke  him  below  ;  when  he  immediate!}'  returned 
to  carrying  cartridges. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  the  purser,  who  had  worked  at  a  gun  like  a 
co'nmon  sailor,  being  wounded,  was  carried  below  and  laid  on 
the  same  matrass,  with  Br^iokes.  The  wound  of  the  latter  was 
stanched,  and  he  lay  composed,  calmly  awaiting  his  approaching 
death.  Hamilton  observes,  that  he  n^ver  looked  so  perfectly 
beHUtiful  as  at  this  moment,  when  the  anguish  of  his  wound  had 
impartv  d  a  feverish  flush  over  his  usually  blooming  countenance. 
He  asked  with  great  solicitude  after  Perry,  and  how  the  battle 
went.  He  gave  a  f*  w  directions  about  his  own  affairs,  and 
while  his  voice  was  growing  weaker  and  weaker,  recommended 
his  little  mulatto  to  kindness  and  protection,  directing  into  v\'hose 
hands  he  shouid  be  placed.  While  he  was  yet  talking,  Hamil- 
ton's attention  was  suddenly  attracted  by  some  circumstance 
which  occasioned  him  to  look  another  way  for  a  moment ;  the 
voice  of  his  companion  died  away  upon  his  ear,  and  when  he 
turned  his  face  again,  poor  Brookes  had  expired. 

Biography  of  Commodorf  Perry OLIVER  Hazard  Prrry 

Is  the  eldest  son  of  Christopher  Raymond  Perry,  Esq.  of  the  U. 
States'  navy.  He  was  burn  at  Newport,  (R.  I.)  in  August,  1785, 
and  being  early  destined  for  the  navy,  he  entered  the  service  in 
1798,  as  midshipman,  on  board  the  sloop  of  war  General  Green, 
then  commanded  by  his  father.  When  that  ship  went  out  of 
commission  he  was  transferred  to  a  squadron  destined  to  the  Me- 
diterranean, where  he  served  during  the  Tripolitan  war.  His  ex- 
treme youth  prevented  his  having  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
himself;  but  the  faithfulness  and  intelligence  with  which  he  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  station,  recommended  him  greatly  to 
the  favour  of  his  superior  officers  ;  while  his  private  virtues,  and 
the  manly  dignity  of  his  deportment,  commanded  the  friendship 
and  respect  of  his  associates. 

On  returning  from  the  Mediterranean  he  continued  seduously 
attentive  to  his  profession,  and  though  the  reduction  of  the  navy, 
and  the  neglect  into  which  it  fell  during  an  interval  of  peace,  dis- 
heartened many  of  the  officers,  and  occasioned  several  to  resign, 
yet  he  determined  to  adhere  to  its  fortunes,  confident  that  it  must 
at  some  future  period  rise  to  importance.  It  would  be  little  inte- 
resting to  enumerate  the  different  vessels  in  which  he  served,  or 
to  trace  his  advances  through  the  regular  grades.  In  1810,  we 
find  he  was  ordered  to  the  U.  S.  schooner  Revenge,  as  lieutenant 
commandant.  This  vessel  was  attached  to  the  squadron  of  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  at  Newlondon,  and  employed  in  cruising  in  the 
Sound,  to  enforce   the  embargo  act.     In  the  following  spring  he 
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had  the  njisloitune  to  lose  the  Revenge  on  Watch  Hill  Reef,  op« 
posite  Stoiiey  Tawn.  He  had  sailed  from  Newport,  late  in  the 
evening,  for  Newlondon,  with  an  t-astt-rly  wind,  accompanied  by 
a  fog.  In  the  morning  he  found  himself  envt-loped  in  a  thick 
mi.^t,  with  a  coniderable  swell  going.  In  this  situation,  without 
any  possibility  of  ascertaining  where  he  was,  or  of  guarding 
against  surrounding  dangers,  the  vessel  was  carried  on  the  rt^ef, 
and  soon  went  to  pieces.  On  this  occasion  Perry  gave  proofs  of 
that  admirable  coolness  and  presence  of  mind  for  which  he  is  re- 
markable. He  used  every  piecaution  to  SHve  the  guns  and  pro- 
perty, and  was  in  a  great  measure  succtssful.  Ho  gut  otf  ml  the 
crew  in  perfect  safety,  and  was  himst  If  the  lart  to  leave  the 
wreck.  His  conduct  in  respect  to  this  disaster  underwent  exami- 
nation by  a  court  of  inquiry,  at  his  own  request,  and  he  was  not 
merely  acquitted  of  all  blame,  but  highly  applauded  for  the  judg- 
ment, intrepidity  aud  perseverance  he  had  displayed.  The  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  Mr.  Hamilton,  also  wiote  him  a  very- compli- 
mentary letter  on  the  occasion. 

Shortly  after  this  event  he  returned  to  Newport,  being  pecu- 
liarly attracted  thither  by  a  tender  attachment  for  Miss  Mason, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Mason,  and  niece  of  the  Honourable  Christopher 
Champlin  of  the  United  States'  senate  ;  a  lovely  and  interesting 
young  lady,  whom  he  soon  after  married. 

At  the  beginning  of  1812  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  mas- 
ter and  commander,  and  ordered  to  the  command  of  the  flotilla 
of  gun-boats  stationed  at  the  harbour  of  Newyork.  He  remained 
on  this  station  about  a  year  ;  during  which  time  he  employed 
himself  diligently  in  disciplining  his  crew  to  serve  either  as  lands- 
men or  mariners;  a-id  brought  his  flotilla  into  an  admirable  state 
of  preparation  for  active  operations. 

The  gun-boat  service,  however,  is  at  best  but  an  irksome  em- 
ploy. Nothing  can  be  more  dispiriting  for  ardent  and  daring 
minds  than  to  be  obliged  to  skulk  about  harbours  and  rivers, 
cramped  up  in  these -diminutive  vessels,  without  the  hope  of  ex- 
ploit to  atone  for  present  inconvenience.  Perry  soon  grew  tired 
of  this  inglorious  service,  and  applied  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
to  be  ordered  to  a  more  active  station,  and  mentioned  the  lakes 
as  the  one  he  should  prefer.  His  request  was  immediately  com- 
plied with,  and  he  received  orders  to  repair  to  Sacket's  Hfirbour, 
lake  Ontario,  with  a  body  of  mariners  to  reinforce  the  squadron 
under  Commodore  Chauncey.  So  popular  was  he  amoi.g  the 
honest  tars  under  his  command,  that  no  sooner  was  the  order 
known  than  nearly  the  whole  of  the  crews  volunteered  to  ac- 
company him. 

In  a  few  days  he  was  ready  to  depart,  aiid  tearing  himself 
from  the  comforts  of  home,  and  the  endearments  of  a  young  and 
b^;autiful  wife  5nd  blooming  child,  he  set  off  at  the  head  off 
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large  number  of  chosen  seamen,  on  his  expedition  to  the  vyildeiv 
ness.  The  rivers  being  completely  frozen  over,  they  were  oblige 
ed  to  perform  the  journey  by  land,  in  the  depth  of  winter.  The 
greatest  order  and  good  humour,  however,  prevailed  throughout 
the  little  band  of  adventurers,  to  whom  the  whole  vxpeditioa 
seemed  a  kind  of  frolic,  and  who  were  delighted  with  what  they 
termed  a  land  cruise. 

Not  long  after  the  arrival  of  Perry  at  Sacket's  Harbour,  Com- 
modore  Chauncey,  who  entertained  a  proper  opinion  of  his  me- 
rits, detached  him  to  lake  Erie,  to  take  command  of  the  squadron 
on  that  station,  and  to  superintend  the  building  of  additional  veS' 
sels. 

The  manner  of  his  executing  this  trust,  and  the  distinguished 
part  he  took  in  the  battle  of  the  10th  of  September,  1813,  will 
fee  found  in  the  preceding  pages. 

In  this  battle,  we  trust,  incontrovertible  proof  is  given,  if  such 
proof  were  really  wanted,  that  the  success  of  our  navy  does  not 
arise  from  chance,  or  superi  ^rity  of  force ;  but  from  the  cool,  de- 
liberate courage,  the  intflligent  minds  and  naval  skill  of  our  offi- 
cers, the  spirit  of  our  seamen,  and  the  excellent  discipline  of  our 
ships;  from  principles,  in  short,  which  must  insure  a  freqiieucy  of 
prosperous  results,  and  give  permanenc}'  to  the  reputation,  we 
have  acquired.  We  have  been  rapidly  adding  trophy  to  trophy, 
and  successively  driving  the  enemy  from  every  excuse  in  which 
he  sought  to  shelter  himself  from  the  humiliation  of  defeat;  and 
after  having  perfectly  established  our  capabii'v  of  fighting  and 
conquering  in  single  ships,  we  have  now  gone  fu  :'  r  and  j^hown 
that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  face  the  foe  in  squadro:..3  and  vaisquish 
him  even  though  superior  in  force. 

In  casting  our  eye  over  the  details  of  this  engagement,  we  are 
struck  with  the  prominent  part  which  the  commander  takes  iu  the 
contest.  We  realize  in  his  dauntless  exposure  and  individual 
prowess,  what  we  have  read  in  heroic  story,  of  the  warrior, 
streaming  like  a  meteor  through  the  fight,  and  working  wonders 
with  his  single  arm.  The  fate  of  the  combat  seemed  to  rest  upon 
his  sword ;  he  was  the  master  spirit  that  directed  the  storm  of 
battle,  moving  amid  flames,  and  smoke,  and  drath,  and  mingling 
wherever  the  struggle  was  most  desperate  and  deadly.  After 
sustaining  in  the  Lawrence  the  whole  blaze  of  the  enemy's  can- 
nonry;  after  fighting  until  all  around  him  was  wreck  and  car- 
nage ;  we  behold  him  looking  forth  from  his  shattered  deck,  with 
unruffled  countenance,  on  the  direful  perils  that  environed  him, 
calculating  with  wary  eye  the  chances  of  the  battle,  and  suddenly 
launching  forth  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep,  to  shift  his  flag  on 
board  another  ship,  then  in  the  hottest  of  the  action.  This  was 
one  of  those  master  strokes  by  which  great  events  are  achieved, 
and  great  characters  stamped,  as  it  were,  at  a  single  blow.. ..which 
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bespeak  the  rare  combination  of  the  genius  to  conceive,  tht 
promptness  to  decide,  and  the  boldness  to  execute.  Most  com- 
i-nanders  have  such  glorious  chances  for  renown,  some  time  or 
another,  within  their  reach  ;  but  it  requires  the  nerve  of  a  hero 
lo  grasp  the  perilous  opportunity.  We  behold  Perry  following  up 
his  daring  movement  with  sustained  energy. ...dashing  into  the 
squadron  of  the  cncmy....breaking  their  line....raking  starboard 
uid  larboard....and  in  this  brilliant  style  achieving  a  consummate 
-iclory. 

But  if  we  admire  his  presence  of  mind  and  dauntless  valour  i« 
the  hour  of  danger,  wc  are  no  lets  delighted  with  his  modesty 
nnd  self  command  amidst  the  flush  of  triumph.  A  courageous 
beart  may  carry  a  man  stoutly  through  the  battle,  but  it  argues 
iome  strong  qualities  of  head,  to  drain  unmoved  the  intoxicating 
cup  of  victory.  The  first  care  of  Perry  was  to  attend  to  the. 
comfort  of  the  sufftring  crews  of  both  >quadrons.  The  sick  and 
wounded  were  landed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  every  means  takea 
to  alleviate  the  miseries  of  their  situation.  The  officers  who  bad 
fallen,  on  both  sides,  were  buried  on  Sunday  morning,  on  an  island 
in  the  lake,  with  the  honours  of  war.  To  the  surviving  officers 
he  advanced  a  loan  of  one  thousand  dollars,  out  of  his  own  limit- 
ed purse... .but,  in  short,  his  behaviour  in  this  respect  is  best  ex- 
pressed in  the  words  of  Commodore  Barclay,  who,  with  generous 
warmth  and  frankness,  has  declared,  that  "  the  conduct  of  Perry 
towards  the  captive  officers  and  men,  was  sufficient,  of  itself,  to 
immortalize  him  !" 

The  letters  which  he  wrote,  announcing  the  intelligence,  were 
remarkably  simple  and  laconic.  To  the  secretary  of  the  navy  he 
observes,  "  It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to  the  arms  of  the 
United  States  a  signal  victory  over  their  enemies  on  this  lake....« 
The  British  squadron,  consisting  of  two  ships,  two  brigs,  one 
schooner,  and  one  sloop,  have  this  moment  surrendered  to  the 
force  under  my  command,  after  a  sharp  conflict."  This  has  been 
-ailed  an  imitation  of  Nelson's  letter  after  the  battle  of  the  Nile  ; 
but  it  was  choosing  a  noble  precedent,  and  the  important  national 
•  esults  of  the  victory  justified  the  language.  Independent  of  the 
vast  accession  of  glory  to  our  flag,  this  conquest  insured  the  cap- 
ture of  Detroit  and  the  British  army  upon  the  Thames.  Well 
might  he  say,  «  it  had  pleased  the  Almighty,"  when,  by  this 
achievement,  he  beheld  immediate  tranquillity  restored  to  an  im- 
mense extent  of  country.  Mothers  no  longer  shrunk  aghast,  and 
clasped  their  infants  to  their  breasts,  when  they  heard  the  shaking 
of  the  forest  or  the  howling  of  the  blast ;  the  aged  sire  no 
onger  dreaded  the  shades  of  night,  lest  ruin  should  burst  upon 
him  in  the  hour  of  repose,  and  his  cottage  be  laid  desolate  by 
ihe  fire-brand  and  the  scalping  knife  ;  Michigan  was  rescued  from 
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the  dominion  of  the  sword,  and  quiet  and  security  once  more  set- 
tled on  the  harassed  frontiers,  from  Huron  to  Niagara. 

But  we  are  particularly  pleased  with  his  subsequent  letter,  giv- 
ing the  particulars  of  the  battle.  It  is  so  chaste,  so  moderate  and 
perspicuous  ;  equally  free  from  vaunting  exultation  and  afected 
modesty  ;  neither  obtruding  himself  upon  notice,  nor  pretending 
to  keep  out  of  sight.  His  own  individual  services  may  be  gath- 
ered from,  the  letter,  though  not  expressly  mentioned  ;  indeed,* 
where  the  fortune  of  the  day  depended  so  materially  upon  him- 
self, it  was  impossible  to  give  a  faithful  narrative  without  render- 
ing himself  conspicuous. 

We  are  led  to  notice  these  letters  thus  particularly,  because 
that  we  find  the  art  of  letter  writing  is  an  accomplishment  as 
rare  as  it  is  important  among  our  military  gentlemen.  We  are 
tired  of  the  valour  of  the  pen  and  the  victories  of  the  inkhorn...,. 
There  is  a  common  French  proverb,,**  Grand  parleur,  mauvais 
combatant,"  which  we  could  wish  to  see  introduced  into  our 
country,  and  engraven  on  the  swords  of  our  officers.  We  wish 
to  see  them  confine  themselves,  in  their  letters,  to  simple  facts^, 
neither  swaggering  before  battle,  nor  vaunting  afterwards.  It  is 
unwise  to  boast  before,  for  the  event  may  prove  disastrous.. ..and 
it  is  superfluous  to  boast  afterwards,  for  the  event  speaks  for  it- 
self. He  who  promises  nothing,  may  with  safety  perform  no- 
thing, and  will  receive  praise  if  he  perform  but  little;  but  he 
who  promises  much  will  receive  small  credit  unless  he  perforn:? 
miracles.  If  a  commander  have  done  well,  he  may  be  sure  the 
public  will  find  it  out,  and  their  gratitude  will  be  in  proportion  to 
his  modesty.  Admiration  is  a  coin,  which,  if  left  to  ourselves, 
we  lavish  profusely,  but  we  always  close  the  hand  when  dunned 
for  it. 

Commodore  Perry,  like  most  of  our  naval  officers,  is  yet  in  the 
prime  of  youth.  He  is  of  a  manly  and  prepossessing  appearance  ; 
mild  and  unassuming  in  his  address,  amiable  in  his  disposition^, 
and  of  great  firmness  and  dKcisiou.  Though  early  launched 
among  the  familiar  scenes  of  naval  life,  (and  nowheie  is  fami- 
liarity more  apt  to  be  licentious  and  encroaching,)  yet  the  native 
gentility  and  sober  dignity  of  his  deportment,  always  chastened^ 
without  restraining  the  freedom  of  intimacy.  It  is  pleasing  thu? 
to  find  public  services  accompanied  by  private  virtues ;  to  dis- 
cover no  drawbacks  on  our  esteem;  no  base  alloy  in  the  man 
we  are  disposed  to  admire  ;  but  a  cliaracter  full  of  moral  excel- 
lence, of  high  m'nded  courtesy,  and  pure  unsullied  honour. 

Were  any  thing  wanting  to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  this  victory, 
it  would  be  sufficiently  memorable  from  the  scene  where  it  was 
fought.  This  war  has  been  distinguished  by  new  and  peculiar 
characteristics.  Naval  warfare  has  been  carried  into  the  interior 
of  a  continent,  and  navies,  as  if  by  magic,  launched  from  among 
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the  deptlis  of  the  forest.  The  bosoms  of  peaceful  lakes,  whic4lj 
but  a  short  time  since,  were  scarcely  navigated  b}  nnan,  except 
to  be  skimmed  by  the  li^ht  canoe  of  the  savage,  have  all  at  once 
been  pjoughed  by  hostile  ships.  The  vast  silence  that  had  reign- 
ed for  ages  on  those  mighty  waters,  was  broken  by  the  thunder 
of  artillery,  and  the  aifriglited  savage  stared  with  amazement 
from  his  covert,  at  the  sudden  apparition  of  a  sea  fight  amid  the 
solitudes  of  the  wilderness. 

The  peal  of  war  has  once  sounded  on  that  lake,  but  probably 
will  never  sound  again.  The  last  roar  of  cannonry  that  died 
along  her  shores,  was  the  expiring  note  of  British  domination  .... 
Those  vast  internal  seas  will,  perhaps,  never  again  be  the  sepa- 
rating space  between  contending  nations;  but  will  be  embosomed 
within  a  mighty  empire  ;  and  this  victory,  which  decided  their 
fate,  will  stand  unrivalled  and  alone,  deriving  lustre  and  perpe- 
tuity from  its  singleness. 

In  future  times,  when  the  shores  of  Erie  shall  hum  with  busy 
population;  when  towns  and  cities  shall  brighten  where  now  ex- 
tend the  dark  and  tangled  forest ;  when  ports  shall  spread  their 
arms,  and  lofty  barks  shall  ride  where  now  the  canoe  is  fastened 
to  the  stake  ;  when  the  present  age  shall  have  grown  into  vene- 
rable antiquity,  and  the  mists  of  fable  begin  to  gather  round  its 
history  ;  then  will  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  look  back  to  this 
battle  we  record,  as  one  of  the  romantic  achievements  of  the 
days  of  yore.  It  will  stand  first  on  the  page  of  their  local  le- 
gends, and  in  the  marvellous  tales  of  the  borders.  The  fisher- 
man, as  he  loiters  along  the  beach,  will  point  to  some  half  buried 
cannon,  corroded  with  the  rust  of  time,  and  will  speak  of  ocean 
warriors  that  came  from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic... while  the 
boatman,  as  he  trims  his  sail  to  the  breeze,  will  chaunt  m  rude 
kitties  the  name  of  Perry.., .the  early  hero  of  lake  Erie.* 

*  Porthe  foregoing  ehaptrr  we  avc  indebted,  chiefly,  to  the  Analectie  Magazine 
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CHAPTER  XX I Y. 

Lake  Ontario  ...Comparative  vi^w  of  the  American  and  British 
forces  in  1^13  ...Co-opfration  of  the  American  flert  in  the 
captures  of  York  and  fort  George. ...Commodore  Chauncey^s 
first  cruise.. ..Loss  of  the  Growler  and  Julia....(  hauncey^s  se- 
cond and  third  cruise.... His  fourth  cruise. ...Capture  of  five 
British  transports.... Lake  Champlain....Loss  of  the  Growler 
and  Eagle.. ..Descent  of  the  enemy  on  Plattshurgh.,.. Ameri- 
can naval  force  on  the  lake,  ^c. 

Lake  Ontario In   the   spring  of  the  year  1813,  the  Ameri- 

cans  had  the  following:  vessels  equipped  on  lake  Ontario.  Ship 
Madison,  24  guns;  Brig  Oneida,  18  do.;  schooner  Governor 
Tompkins,  6  do.;  Hamilton,  9  do.:  Julia,  ^  do. ;  Elizabeth,  2 
do, ;  Lady  of  the  Lake,  3  do.  ;  Conquest, ")  do. ;  Growler,  5  do.  ; 
Pert,  3  do. ;  Fair  American,  4  do.  ;  Ontario,  1  do.;  Scourge,  S 
do. ;  in  all  93  guns.. ..Also,  the  Mary,  bomb  vessel.  During  the 
summer,  the  General  Pike,  of  thirty-two  guns,  was  added  to  the 
fleet. 

The  British  fleet  in  the  spring  consisted  of  the  following  ves- 
sels. Frigate  General  Wolfe,  36  gun« ;  ship  Royal  George,  22 
do.;  Prince  Regent,  16  dj. ;  brig  Earl  Moira,  12  do.;  seves 
schooners  of  from  four  to  eight  guns  each. 

Co-operation  of  the  fleet  in   the  captures  of  York  and  fort 

George On   the  25th  of  April   the  American  fleet  under  CofT\. 

Chauncey,  left  Sacket's  Harbour  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing the  troops  under  the  of  command  Gen.  Dearborn,  against  the 
British  post  at  York.  At  this  pi  .ce  the  fltet  arrived  on  the  27th. 
The  landing  of  the  troops  was  covered  in  a  masterly  manner  b^ 
2  N 
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the  commodore.  The  Americans  succeeded  in  their  attack  upon 
the  town.  A  midshipman  and  some  seamen  of  the  fleet  v^ere 
killed. 

Commodore  Chauncey,  after  having  returned  to  Sacket's  Har- 
bowr  from  York,  again  sailed,  on  the  22d  of  May,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cooperating  in  the  reduction  of  the  British  fort  George. 
Tins  place  was  attacked  on  the  28th.  The  vessel?  of  the  Ameri- 
can quadron  were  judiciously  stationed  to  cover  the  landing  of 
the  troops,  and  to  silence  the  land  batteries  of  the  British  ;  in  the 
latter  they  soon  succeeded  ;  when  a  landuig  was  effected,  and 
the  fort  taken  by  the  Americans. 

Capt  Perry  had  come  down  from  lake  Eiie,  and  was  in  this 
eiii^agenunt.  He  rendered  particular  service  to  the  commodore, 
by  a.-si>ling  in  arranging  and  superintending  the  debarkation  of 
th-  tr>ops.  On  board  the  fleet  only  one  man  was  killed  and  tno 
wouidtd. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  during  the  absence  of  the  American  fleet, 
tbe  Briti^h  fleet,  consisting  of  the  General  Wolfe,  Royal  George, 
Prince  Regent,  Earl  jMoira,  two  armed  schooners,  and  a  number 
of  gun  boats,  with  a  detachment  of  the  British  army,  from  King- 
ston, attacked  Sacket's  Harbour;  the>  were,  however,  gallantly 
repulsed  by  the  tioops  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Brown.  A  few  da^s  after  this  affair  the  American  fleet  returned 
to  Sacket's  Harbour. 

Commodore  Chauncey''s  first   cruise In   the   latter  part  of 

Jnlv,  Cnmmodore  Chauncey  left  Sacket's  Harbour  with  his  fleet, 
and  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month  arrived  off  Niagara.  Hav- 
ing there  taken  about  250  infantry  on  board,  he  set  sail.  •  It  had 
been  resolved  to  attack  an  encampment  of  the  British  ;  but  the 
latter  being  in  greater  force  than  had  been  supposed,  the  atten.'pt 
was  fibahdoned  ;  and  the  fleet  proceeded  to  York,  where  the  ma- 
rines and  soldiers  were  landed  under  Col.  Scott.  A  very  conside- 
rable quantity  of  British  stores  were  either  destroyed  or  conveyed 
on  board  the  fleet.  The  barracks  and  public  store  houses  were 
burnt.     The  fleet  then  returntd  to  Niagara, 

On  the  7th  of  August,  at  daylight,  the  British  fleet,  consisting 
of  two  ships,  two  brigs,  and  two  large  schooners,  were  discover- 
ed bearing  W.  N.  W.  They  were  about  5  or  6  miles  di.-tant, 
and  the  w  ind  at  west.  Commodore  Chauncey,  having  passed  the 
leeward  of  the  British  line,  and  abreast  of  their  van  ship,  the 
Wolfe,  hoisted  American  colours,  and  fired  a  few  guns  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the    British  vessels  could  be    reached  by  his  shot 

But  discovering  that  they  fell  short,  he  wore  and  haled  upt  n  a 
winC'  r>n  tie  starboaid  tack.  The  rearmost  of  tiie  Anerican 
schooners  was  then  about  six  miles  astern.     The   British  wore  in 
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diiccession,  and   haled  upon  ^  wind  on   the  same  tack ;   but   per- 
•fivi.'jg  till-  A.tiericans   would  be   enabi  d  to  weather   them  upon 
tho  nex^  tack,  th^y  tacked    and  made   all  sail    to  the   northward. 
As  soon  as  the  rtar  vessels  of  the  Annerican  squadron  could  reach 
thf  v\ake  of  the  British,  they  tacked    and  made   all  sail  in  chace. 
Ill  the  afternoon  the  wind  became  very  I'ght,  and   tdward-;  iiij^lU 
a  calm  succeeded.     The    American  schooners    used  their  swe  ps 
ah  the   afternoon,  in    endeavours   to   close  with    the    British,  i'ut 
without  success.      Late    in  the    afternoon  Commodore    Chaui.cey 
made  the  signal  of  recall,  and  formed  in  close  order.     Duriui;  the 
nigiit  the  wind  was  from  the  westward,  and  after  midnight  squal- 
ly.    All  hands  in  the  American   squidron  were    kept  at  quarters, 
and  the  vessels  beat  to  windward,  in  expectation   of  gaining  ^be 
wmd  of  the   British.     During  tlie  night  the  two   best   Aujeii>in 
schiToni^rs  were  upset,  in  a  heavy  squall  of  wind,  and  sunk.    O  -iy 
16  p»^rsons    were  saved    from  th^m  ;  all  the  rest    perished.     Tiie 
names  of  the  schooners  were  the  Hamilton  and  Scourge,  moust- 
ing  together  10  guns.     This  accident   gave  the  British  a  decultd 
superiority.     Commodore   Chauncey  expected    the    British  would 
take  the  advantage  of  this  superiority;  and  the   more  so,  as  by  a 
e)>ange     of     wind    they    were   brought    to     windward    of    him. 
H-  acc.-irdingly  formed  his  line  upon   the  larboard  tack,  and  hove 
to.     Soon  after,  the  British  bore    up  and  set  studding  sails,  appa- 
rently with    the  intention   of  bringing   the    Americans  to   acticm. 
Wht-n  they  had  approached  within  four  miles,  they  brought  toon 
the  starboard  tack.     The    Americans  then  wore  and    brought    to 
on  the  same  tack.      Commodore  Chauncey,  perceivmg  the  British 
did  not  intend  bringing  him  to   action,  edged    away  towards    the 
shore,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  land  breeze  hi  the  after- 
noon      It  soon  after  became  calm,  when  the  commodore  directed 
his  «chooners  to  sweep  up  and  engage  the  British.     About  noon  a 
\\%h\  breeze  blew  from  the  eastward.     The  commodore  then  to  k 
the    Oneida    in  tow,  and    made  sail  towards  the  British.     When 
the  van  of  the  American  schooners  was  within  one  and  a  half  or 
two  miles  of  the  rear  of  the  British,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  west- 
ward,  which  again  brought  the  latter   to  windward  ;  when  they 
bore  up  to  the  American   schooners,  in  order    to  cut  them  off  be- 
fore they  could  be  rejoined  by   Commodore  Chauncey.     But    the 
schooners  succeeded  in  returning  to  their  station.     The  British  be- 
ing thus  foiled    in  their   attempt  upon   the   schooners,  haled  their 
wind  and  hove  to.     The  weather  becoming  very  squally.  Chaun- 
cey resolved  to  run  in  towards  Niagara.  The  crews  of  the  squad- 
ron were  nearly  forty-eight  hours  at  quarters.     A   detachment  of 
150  soldiers    were  received   on   board   the  American  fleet,   from 
Niagara,  to  act  as  marines. 

On   the  following    morning  the   British  fleet   was  discovered 
bearing  north.     The  American  commodore  immediately  weighed 
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anchor  and  stood  for  them.  The  winds  were  light  and  variable, 
and  by  12  o'clock  were  quite  calm.  As  5  a  fresh  breeze  blew 
from  the  north,  the  British  fleet  then  bearing  north,  about  4  or  g 
leagues  distant.  The  vessels  of  the  American  fleet  wore  in  suc- 
c^s.<;ion,  and  haled  upon  a  wind  on  the  larboard  tack.  At  sunset 
th»^  British  bore  N.  W.  by  N.  on  the  starboard  tack.  The  wind 
c'l  anginsj  towards  the  vvestward,  the  American  commodore  stood 
to  the  northward  all  night,  in  ordt^r  to  gain  the  north  shore.  At 
daybreak  he  tacked  to  the  wtstward,  the  wind  having  then  chan- 
ged to  N.  N.  W. ;  soon  altt-r  which  he  discovered  the  British 
fleet,  bearing  S.  W.  The  commodore  made  all  sail  in  chase, 
with  the  Asp,  Madison  and  Fair  American  in  tow.  To  his  grent 
di.«-)ppointment,  the  wind,  about  12  o'clock  changed  to  W.  S.  W. 
which  again  brought  the  British  to  windward.  The  commodore 
tr»cked  to  the  n'^rthward  ;  but  at  3  o'clock,  the  wind  inclining  to 
the  north,  he  wore  to  south  and  west,  and  made  fiigiial  for  the 
fleet  to  make  all  .eail.  A\  4  the  British  bore  S.  S.  W.  ;  the  Ame- 
ricans steered  after  them.  At  5  the  former  were  becalmed  un- 
der the  land,  while  the  latter  neared  them  ver\  fast,  with  a  fine 
breeze  from  N.  N.  W.  At  6  the  Americans  formed  in  line  with- 
in 4  mil^s  of  the  British,  the  wind  being  then  very  light.  At  7 
the  wind  changed  to  S.  VV.  and  blew  a  fresh  breeze.  This  pla- 
ced the  British  to  windward.  The  American  commodore  then 
tackt  d  and  h^led  upon  a  wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  under  easy 
sail,  the  British  standing  after  him.  At  9  in  the  evening  the  Bri- 
tish were  within  double  gun  shot  of  the  rear  of  the  Americans. 
They  then  wore  to  the  southward.  The  American  commodore 
stood  to  the  north  under  easy  sail,  with  his  fleet  formed  in  two 
lines  ;  a  part  of  the  schooners  lormed  the  weather  line.  They 
wer^"  ordered  to  commence  the  fire  upon  the  British,  as  soon  as 
the  shot  of  the  latter  should  take  efl^ect ;  and,  as  they  approach- 
ed, to  edge  down  upon  the  American  line  to  leeward,  pass  thro* 
the  intervals  and  form  to  leewnrd.  At  half  past  10  the  British 
tacked  and  stood  for  the  Americans.  At  1 1  o'clock  the  rear  of 
the  American  line  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  British,  and  in  the 
course  of  fifteen  minutes,  the  fire  became  general  along  the  wea- 
ther line  of  the  Americans.  At  half  past  11  this  line  bore  up, 
and  passed  to  leeward,  except  the  Growler  and  Julia.  These  two 
vessels  tacked  to  the  south,  which  brought  the  British  between 
them  and  thtir  commodore.  The  latter  filled  his  main  topsail, 
and  edged  away  two  points,  to  lead  the  British  down  ;  this  he 
did  ii]  order  to  engage  them  to  greater  advantage,  and  to  lead 
them  from  the  Growler  and  Julia.  They  however  kept  their 
wind  until  they  separated  these  two  last  mentioned  vessels  from 
the  rest  of  the  American  squadron.     As  they  passed  the  General 

Pike  a  few  shots    were  exchanged    without   doing   any  injury 

While  the  British  were   in  chase  of  the  two  schooners,  the  com- 
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inodore  tacked  and  stood  after  them  until  midnight,  wlien  he  was 
forced  to  give  over  the  pursuit  to  rejoiu  Ins  .^qu'idr.jn,  then  to  lee- 
ward. Their  line  was  now  fonutd  ou  the  starb  ard  tack.  The 
firing  continued  between  trie  two  Auierican  schooners  and  the 
British  fleet  until  one  o'clock,  wht^n  the  former  were  captured. 
Soon  after  this,  the  American  fl'-et,  being  nearly  destitute  of  pro- 
visions, returned  to  Sacket's  H-irbour. 

Commodore  Chaunc^y'S  second  cruise During  a  cruise  in  the 

early  part  of  September,  Coinniodore  Chauncty  fell  in  with  the 
British  fleet,  and  chased  them  all  round  the  lake,  when  they  put 
into  Amherst  bay,  after  having  received  considerable  injury  from 
the  fire  of  the  Americans.  This  bay  was  so  little  known  to  the 
American  pilots,  that  they  were  unwilling  to  take  the  fleet  in. 
Sir  James  Yeo,  commander  of  the  British  fleet,  hid  a  superiority 
over  the  American  commodore,  both  in  gun?  and  men.  His  ves- 
sels also  sailed  better  than  the  American. 

Commodore  Chauncey  blockaded  the  British  fleet  in  And* 
herst  bay  for  4  day?,  wnen  the  wind  blowing  heavy  from  the 
westward,  they  succeeded  in  getting  into  Kingston  ;  upon  which 
the  commodore  returned  to  Sacket't*  Harbour,  where  he  remained 
only  a  few  hours,  and  on  the  I8tii  of  September  sailed  for  Nia- 
gara, where  he  arrived  on  the  24th. 

Commodore  Chaunccy's  third  cruisp Commodore  Chauncey 

having  ascertained  that  the  Biitish  squadron  was  in  York  bay, 
sailed  from  Niagara.  On  the  27th,  in  the  evening,  owing  to  the 
extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  a  part  of  his  squadron  separated, 
and  did  not  join  him  until  next  morning.  On  the  same  day,  the 
British  fleet  was  discovered  under  way  in  York  bay.  The  Ame- 
rican squadron  sailed  tor  them,  with  three  schooners  in  tow. 
But  on  the  British  perceiving  the  design  of  the  Americans  to  en- 
gage them,  they  tacked  and  stood  out  of  the  bay,  the  wind  be- 
ing then  at  east.  The  American  commodore  formed  his  line,  and 
ran  down  for  their  centre.  As  soon,  however,  as  he  had  ap- 
proached within  3  miles,  they  made  al!  sail  to  the  southward. 
The  vessels  of  the  American  squadron  wore  in  succession,  and 
stood  on  the  same  tack  with  the  British,  and  edged  down  gradu- 
all  in  order  to  close.  At  10,  P.  M.  the  British  perceiving  the 
Americans  closing  fast  with  them,  and  that  they  must  either  risk 
an  action,  or  suffer  their  two  rear  vessels  to  be  cut  off,  they  tack- 
ed in  succession,  beginning  at  the  van,  hoisted  their  colours,  and 
commenced  a  well  directed  fire  at  the  Pike.  This  they  did  with 
a  view  to  cover  their  rear  :  and,  while  passing  to  leeward,  to  at- 
tack the  rear  of  the  Americans.  This  commodore  Chauncey 
frustrated,  by  bearing  up  in  succession,  with  the  line  prejserved, 
fbr  the  centre  of  the  British,  as   soon  as   their  leading   ship,  the 
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Wolfe,  had  passed  the  centre  of  her  line,  and  wag  abeam  of  the 
An)crican.  This  manoeuvre  not  only  covered  the  Anitrican  rear, 
but  also  threw  the  British  into  confu>ion.  They  immediately  bore 
a\\  ay  ;  but  the  Americans  had  closed  so  near  as  to  be  enabled  to 
brmg  their  guns  to  bear  with  effect,  and  in  20  minutes  after,  the 
mam  and  mizen  topmasts  and  the  main  yard  of  the  British  frigate 
^Volfe  were  shot  away.  This  ve'^sel  immediately  put  before  the 
wind,  with  all  sail  set  upon  her  foremast.  The  American  com- 
modore made  signal  for  the  fleet  to  crowd  all  sail  in  pursuit ;  but 
as  the  Wolfe  kept  before  the  wind,  she  was  enabled  to  out- 
sail the  American  squadron,  and  experienced  no  retardment  from 
the  loss  of  her  main  and  mizen  topmasts.  The  Americans  conti- 
nued the  chase  until  near  3  o'clock.  The  Pike,  with  the  Asp  in 
tow,  kept  within  point  blank  shot  of  the  British  during  the  cha«e, 
and  sustained  the  whole  of  their  fire.  Prudence  forbade  any  ftir- 
ther  pursuit  on  the  part  of  the  Americans.  The  Pike  was  much 
injured,  owing  to  her  being  so  long  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
whole  British  fleet.  7'he  most  serious  injury,  however,  she  re- 
ceived from  the  bursting  of  a  gun,  which  killed  and  wounded  2t 
men.  The  Governor  Tompkins  lost  her  foremast.  The  Ameri- 
■  can  fleet  returned  to  Niagara. 

Commodore  Chauncey^s  fourth  cruise On  the  2d  of  Octobery 

Commodore  Chauncey  again  proceeded  in  quest  of  the  British 
fleet.  He  discovered  them  steering  a  course  for  Niagara,  with 
studding  sails,  and  all  sails  set,  the  wind  being  from  the  south  and 
westward.  The  commodore  made  all  sail  in  chase,  but  as  soon 
as  his  vessels  were  discovered  by  the  British,  they  took  in  slud- 
dmg  sails  and  haled  upon  a  wind  to  the  westward,  and  made  all 
saU  from  the  Americans.  The  wind  being  light  all  day,  little  pro- 
gress was  made  against  the  current.  By  sundown  the  British 
were  off  Twenty  Mile  Creek,  and  had  got  considerable  distance 
from  the  Americans.  At  daylight  the  British  weie  perceived  at 
anchor;  but  as  soon  as  they  saw  the  American  squadron,  they 
weighed  and  made  all  sail  to  the  west.  The  wind  was  from 
south  to  southwest  and  squally.  The  American  commodore  made 
all  sail  in  chase,  and  continued  it  the  whole  day.  At  sundown 
the  British  could  scarcely  be  perceived  from  the  mast  head  of  the 
American  vessels. 

On  the  following  morning  the  British  fleet  was  out  of  sight. 
Commodore  Chauncey  then  steered  for  the  Ducks,  with  a  view 
of  intercepting  the  British  fleet  on  its  return,  should  it  have  gone 
down  the  lake.  The  wind  increased  to  a  strong  gale  from 
the  northward  and  westward,  and  continued  during  the  whole 
day. 
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Sapiure  of  five  transports At  3  o'clock   in  the  ai'ternoon  of 

aiie  5th  Oct.  stven  sail  werf  ditfcovered  near  the  False  Ducks. 
Sail  was  immediately  made  in  chase  by  the  American  commodore, 
who  took  them  for  the  British  fleet.  But  in  the  course  of  an 
hour  he  ascertained  them  to  be  sloops  and  schooners.  Signal  was 
made  by  the  commodore  for  the  S}lph  and  Lady  of  the  Lake  to 
cast  off  the  vessels  they  had  in  tow,  and  chase  N.  E.  Soon  after 
this,  the  British  were  perceived  separating  on  different  tacks. 
The  Governor  Tompkins  was  now  cast  off  by  the  Pike,  and  the 
commodore  made  all  sail  in  chase  with  her,  having  left  the  Ame- 
rican squadron  in  charge  of  Capt.  Crane.  At  5  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, the  British  set  fire  to  one  of  their  gun  vessels  that  did 
not  sail  well,  after  having  taken  out  her  crew.  At  sundown, 
and  opposite  the  Real  Ducks,  the  Hamilton,  Coiifiance,*  and  Ma- 
ry Ann,  struck  to  the  Americans.  The  S}lph  soon  after  captured 
the  Drummond.  The  Lady  Gore  ran  into  the  Ducks,  but  the 
Sylph  being  left  to  watch  her,  she  was  captured  early  the  next 
morning.  The  only  British  vessel  that  escaped,  was  the  Enter- 
prize,  a  small  schooner.  The  Briti.-h  vessels  captured  were  gun 
vessels,  mounting  from  one  to  three  guns  each.  They  were 
transporting  troops  to  Kingston.  The  number  of  prisoners  amount- 
ed to  to  264,  of  whom  ?22  were  soldiers.  The  American  fleet. 
Immediately  after  this  affair,  returned  to  Sacket's  Harbour. 

Lake  CAamp/am.. ...During  the  summer  of  the  year  1812,  pre- 
parations were  made  on  lake  Chaniplain,  to  oppose  the  naval 
force  that  might  be  sent  by  the  British  from  Isle  au  Noix.  No- 
thing very  interesting  occurred,  however,  until  the  3d  of  June, 
1813. 

Loss   of  the  Growler  and  Eagle In   consequence   of  some 

British  gun  boats  having  appeared  on  the  American  side  of  the 
line,  the  Growler  and  Eagle  sailed  from  Pittsburgh  on  the  2d  of 
June,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Smith,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  attacking  them.  At  dark  on  the  same  day,  they  arrived 
within  a  mile  of  the  boundary  line.  On  the  following  morning, 
at  daybreak,  three  British  gun  boats  were  discovered,  to  which 
the  American  vessels  immediately  gave  chase.  But  the  wind  be- 
ing south,  they  unfortunately  ran  so  lar  into  the  narrow  channel, 
that  they  found  it  difficult  to  return.  The  Eagle  not  being  suffi- 
ciently strong  for  her  weight  of  metal,  became  unmanageable, 
and  sunk  in  shoal  water  :  her  crew,  however,  were  saved.  The 
Growler  continued  engaged  with  a  number  of  British  gun  boats 
until  the  Eagie  went  down,  when  she  was  compelled  to  yield  t© 

.■  ^*  Hie  Hamilton  ami  Coiifiaiicc  Iiad  not  long-  been  cnptiired  from  the  Americans,  aS  alivBdy  vc- 
hnedj  aad  hat)  bton,  in  llie  Americun  sta-rice,  caHed  tUe  Sruwlcr  ihuI  Juija. 


238  SKETCHES  OK 

a  superior  force  ;  the  action  cortinued  above  four  hours.  The 
shores  were  lined  with  British  scilditrf,  >.^  ho,  from  the  uariowness 
«f  the  channel,  were  enabled  to  do  conMcier:.ble  execution. 

Descent  on  Plattsburgh....Oi)  the  30th  of  July,  the  British,  iu 
two  large  sloops  of  war,  trree  gum  bo<its,  and  about  40  batteaux, 
loaded  with  troops,  sailors  an-T  marines,  about  1400  m  all,  crossed 
the  line  at  Chaniplain,  and  on  the  day  follow  ug  i^iided  at  Platts- 
burgh;  where  they  imnnediatel}'  begun  the  work  of  destruction. 
On  the  first  information  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  an  or- 
der was  issued  by  Gejieral  Mooers,  for  calling  out  the  militia; 
and  when  the  enemy  arrived,  about  3oO  from  Platisburgh  and  the 
neighboring  towns  had  collected.  This  force,  however,  being 
considered  incompete))t  to  oppose  the  enemy,  retired  a  few  milt-s 
from  the  town,  where  it  was  afterwards  joined  by  the  residue  of 
the  regiment  to  which  it  belonged,  and  a  regiment  from  the  coun- 
ty of  Essex ;  but  at  too  late  a  period  to  prevent  the  depredations 
committed  by  the  invader. 

Although  the  officer  who  had  command  of  the  expedition,  as- 
sured  the  civil  authority  of  Plattsburgh,  that  private  property 
should  be  respected,  and  that  citizens  not  found  in  arms  should 
remain  unmolested ;  yet  these  promises  were  no  sooner  made 
than  violated.  The  enemy  not  being  satisfied  with  destro}ing 
the  public  buildings,  such  as  the  block  house,  arsenal,  armory,  hos- 
pital, and  military  cantonment,  wantonly  burnt  two  store  houses, 
belonging  to  Peter  Sailly,  Esq.  and  one  belonging  to  Major  Z.  N. 
Plait ;  and  took  and  carried  off  sevt  ral  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
hard  ware,  which  had  been  stored  with  f*lr.  Sailly.  The  destruc- 
tion of  private  property  was  not  limited  to  such  as  they  could  eat, 
driiik,  or  carry  away  ;  but  furniture,  which  could  have  been  of  no 
use  to  the  plunderers,  was  wantonly  destroyed. 

The  dwelling  houses  of  Peter  Sailly,  Henry  Delord,  and  John 
Palmer,  Doctors  Miller  and  Davidson,  Henry  Powers,  and  Mrs. 
Peabody,  a  poor  woman,  with  a  large  family  of  children,  and  ma- 
ny others,  were  stripped  of  every  thing  valuable,  which  could  be 
carried  away  or  destroyed.  A  gentleman  (J.  Griffith,  esq.)  re- 
moved his  furniture  about  a  mile  out  of  the  village  to  his  farm- 
house ;  where  the  enemy  sent  a  piquet  guard,  and  compelled 
him,  with  his  two  children,  to  take  refuge  in  the  woods.... scatter- 
ed his  property  about  in  difiCrent  directions,  and  committed  n-a;  y 
other  atrocious  acts.  The  citizens  of  Plattsburgh  were  compel- 
led to  procure  horses,  carts,  &c.  to  carry  off  the  spoil  of  the  inva- 
der, and  to  sufTer  other  indignities  alike  humiliating.  The  Mason- 
ic hall  was  robbed  of  its  records,  refreshments,  and  jewels,  (the 
latter  of  which  were  returned.) 

The  foregoing,  together  with  many  other  outrages  having  been 
perpetrated,  the  enemy  embarked  on  the    1st  ol  August;  and  so 
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fiiecipitale  was  their  retreat,  that  they  left  their  picket  guards  be- 
hind them,  twenty  one  of  whom  were  made  prisoners.-  After 
their  retreat,  they  proceeded  to  IJurhngton,  and  fired  a  few  shot ; 
but  retired  as  soon  as  our  cannon  began  to  play  upon  them. 

The  whole   of  the  public  stores   had  been  removed  from  Platts- 
burgh  to  Burlington  previous  to  the  descent  of  the  enemy.     The 
•  barracks  destroyed  were  computed  to  be   worth  26,000    dollars, 
and  had  been  built  by  the  soldiers. 

Naval  forccy  §rc The  American  naval  force  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  consisted,  on  the  20th  of  August,  of  the  President,  12  guns; 
Com.  Preble,  11  do;  Montgomery,  11  do;  Frances,  6  do;  two 
gunboats,  of  one  18  pounder  each  ;  and  six  scows  of  one  12 
pounder  each  ;  amounting  in  all  to  48  guns. 

In  the  month  of  September,  Captain  Macdonough  sailed  from 
Burlington  to  the  lines,  and  offered  the  British  battle  ;  this  they 
refused,  and  sailed  out  of  the  lake  to  the  northward. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  on 
the  lake^,  with  six  heavy  gallies,  manned  apparently  with  upwards 
of  400  men,  following  close  after  our  look  out  boat,  which  was 
bringmg  the  intelligence.  He  set  fire  to  a  small  shed  which  had 
been  in  public  use,  the  smoke  of  which  gave  the  first  intimation 
of  his  approach.  It  being  calm,  four  of  our  gallies,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Cassin,  weighed,  and  were  ordered  in  pursuit  of  him.  They 
were  directed  to  bring  him  to  action  if  possible,  and  thereby  ena- 
ble the  sloops  to  get  up.  The  chase  continued  three  hours  with- 
out effect.  It  is  presumed  the  enemy  expected  our  forces  had 
gone  into  winter  quarters,  and  that  Pittsburgh  was  the  object  of 
his  visit. 


CHAPTER  XXV.  ^. 

Kaval  events  on  the  Ocean....Cruise  of  the  Hornet  and  capture 
of  the  Peacock. ...Return  of  the  Hornet  to  the  United  States.... 
Appointment  of  Captain  Lawrence  to  the  command  of  the 
Chesapeake.... Action  with  the  Shannon  and  loss  of  the  Chesa- 
peake....Biography  of  Captain  Laxvrence.... Funeral  obsequies 
of  Laxvrence  and  'Ludloxv, 

We  noticed  in  page  123,  the  sailing  of  the  Constitution,  Cap- 
tain Bainbridge,  accompanied  by  the  Hornet,  Captain  Lawrence, 
and  of  the  cruise  of  the  former  along  the  Brazil  coast.  After  the 
Constitution  parted  with  the  Hornet,  Captain  Lawrence  continued 
for  14  days  cfl'  the  harbour  of  St.  Salvadore,  blockading  the  Bonne 
Citoyenne,  without  being  able  to  bring  her  to  an  engagement. 
On  the  24th  January,  he  was  obliged  to  shift  his  cruising  ground, 
2  O 
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by  thf  arrival  of  the  Montague  74,  which  liad  sailed  from  Rio  Ja 
neiro  for    the  express  purpose   of  relievinjr  the  Boiuie  Citoycnne, 
and  a  British  packet  of  12  guns,  which  likewise  lay  at  8i.  Salva- 
dore.     He  therefore  haled  by  the  uind  to  the  westward,  with  the 
mtention  of  cruising  off  PernambuCQ. 

On  the  10th  of  February  he  captured  the  English  brig  Resolu- 
tion, of  10  guns,  bound  to  Maranham,  from  Rio  Janeiro,  laden 
with  coffee,  jerked  beef,  tlour,  fustic,  butter,  and  about  25,000 
dollars  in  specie.  A$  this  vessel  sarlt- d  dull,  and  as  Capt.  Lawrence 
could  not  spare  hands  to  man  her,  he  took  out  the  money  and  set 
her  on  fire. 

He  then  ran  down  the  coast  for  Maranham,  and  cruised  there 
for  a  short  time.  Thence  he  ran  off  Surinam.  After  cruizing 
off  that  coast  from  the  15th  to  the  23d  of  February,  without 
ineeting  with  a  vessel,  he  stood  for  Dcmarara  ;  and  intended, 
should  be  not  be  fortunate  on  that  station,  to  run  through  the 
West  Indies  on  his  way  to  the  United  States. 

Capture  of  the  Peacock On  the  24th  of  Oct.  in  the  morning. 

Captain  Lawrence  discovered  a  brig  to  leeward ;  to  which  he 
in>raediately  gave  chase.  Not  having  a  pilot  on  board,  he  was 
obliged  to  haul  off-  The  fort  at  the  entrance  of  Demarara  river 
bore  southwest,  distant  about  two  and  a  half  leagues.  Previous 
to  giving  up  the  chase,  Capt.  Lawrence  discovered  a  vessel  at 
anchor  without  the  bar,  with  English  colours  flying.  She  appear- 
ed to  be  a  brig  of  war.  In  beating  round  Carobana  bank,  in  or- 
der to  get  to  her,  at  half  past  3,  P.  M.  he  discovered  another 
sail  on  his  weather  quarter,  edging  down  for  him.  At  20  minutes 
past  4,  she  hoisted  English  colours.  She  was  now  discovered  to 
be  a  large  man  of  war  brig. 

Capt.  Lawrence  immediately  ordered  his  men  to  quarters,  and 
iiad  the  ship  cleared  for  action.  He  kept  close  by  the  wind,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  get  the  weather  gage  of  the  approaching 
vessel.  At  10  minutes  past  5,  finding  he  could  weather  the 
enemy,  he  hoisted  American  colours  and  tacked.  About  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  after  this,  the  ships  passed  each  other,  and  ex- 
changed broadsides  within  half  pistol  shot.  Captain  Lawrence, 
observing  the  enemy  in  the  act  of  wearing,  bore  up,  received 
his  starboard  broadside,  and  ran  him  close  on  board  on  the  star- 
board quarter.  From  that  position  he  kept  up  a  most  severe  and 
well-directed  fire.  So  great  was  its  effect,  that,  in  less  than  15 
minutes,  the  British  vessel  struck.  She  was  almost  cut  to  pieces, 
and  hoisted  an  ensign,  union  down,  from  her  fore  rigging  as  a 
signal  of  distress.  Shortly  after,  her  mainmast  went  by  the 
board. 

Lieutenant  Shubrick  was  despatched  on  board.  He  soon  re- 
lumed with  her  first  lieutenant,  who  reported  her  to  be  his  Br?- 
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tannic  majesty's  brig  Peacock,  commanded  by  Captain  William 
Peake,  who  fell  in  the  action  ;  that  a  number  of  her  crew  were 
killed  and  wounded  ;  and  that  she  was  sinking  very  fast,  having 
then  SIX  feet  water  in  her  hold.  The  boats  of  the  Hornet  were 
immediately  despatched  for  the  wounded.  Both  vessels  were 
brought  to  anchor.  The  shot  holes  in  the  Peacock,  that  could  be 
got  at,  were  then  plugged,  and  her  guns  thrown  overboard.  Ev- 
ery exertion  was  used  to  keep  her  afloat,  until  the  prisoners  could 
be  removed,  by  pumping  and  bailing,  but  without  effect.  She 
unfortunately  sunk  in  five  and  a  half  fathoms  water,  with  thirteen 
of  her  own  crew  and  three  of  the  Hornet's.  Lieutenant  Connor, 
Midshipman  Cooper,  and  the  remainder  of  the  men  employed  in 
removing  the  prisoners,  with  ditficulty  saved  themselves  by  jump- 
ing into  a  boat  that  was  lying  on  the  booms,  as  the  vessel  went 
down.  Four  men,  of  the  Peacock's  crew,  who  were  on  board 
when  she  went  down,  and  were  so  fortunate  as  to  gain  the  fore- 
top,  were  afterwards  taken  off  by  the  Hornet's  boats.  Previous 
to  the  Peacock's  sinking,  four  of  her  men  took  to  her  stern  boat, 
which  had  been  much  damaged  during  the  action.  There  was 
little  or  no  prospect  of  their  reaching  the  land.  They,  however, 
arrived  safe  at  Demarara. 

Captain  Lawrence  could  not  ascertain  from  the  officers  of  the 
Peacock,  the  exact  number  of  killed.  Captain  Peake  and  four 
men  were  found  dead  on  board.  The  master,  one  midshipman, 
carpenter,  captain's  clerk,  and  twenty  nine  seamen  of  the  Pea- 
cock, were  wounded  ;  most  of  them  severely.. ..three  died  after 
being  removed.. ..nine  were  drowned. 

The  Hornet  had  only  one  man  killed,  and  two  slightly  wound- 
ed. Two  men  were  also  severely  burnt  by  the  explosion  of  a 
cartridge,  one  of  whom  died  a  few  days  after.  The  rigging  and 
sails  of  the  Hornet  were  much  cut.  A  shot  passed  through  the 
foremast ;  the  bowsprit  was  slightly  injured ;  but  her  hull  receiv- 
ed very  little  injury. 

At  the  time  Captain  Lawrence  brought  the  Peacock  to  action, 
the  Espiegle,  the  brig  mentioned  as  being  at  anchor,  lay  within 
£5ix  miles  of  the  Hornet,  between  her  and  the  shore,  and  could 
plamly  see  the  whole  of  the  action.  She  mounted  eighteen  guns. 
Supposing  that  she  would  beat  out  to  the  assistance  of  her  con- 
sort, great  exertions  were  used  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Hornet,  to  repair  her  damages.  By  9  o'clock  her  boats  were 
stowed,  a  new  set  of  sails  bent,  and  the  ship  completely  ready 
for  action. 

At  2  o'clock,  A.  M.  the  Hornet  got  under  way,  and  stood  by 
the  wind  to  the  northward  and  westward,  under  easy  sail.  On 
mustering,  next  morning,  270  souls  were  found  to  be  on  board 
the  Hornet.     As  the   crew  of  the  latter  had   been  for  some  time 
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on  short  allowance.  Captain  Lawrence  resolved  to  make  the  btit 
of  his  wa}  to  the  United  States. 

The  Peacock  vvt^s  deservedly  styled  one  of  the  finest  vessels 
of  her  class  in  the  British  navy.  She  was  about  the  tonnage  of 
the  Hornet.  Her  beam  was  greater  by  five  inches  :  but  her  ex- 
treme length  nut  so  great  by  four  feet.  She  mounted  sixteen  24 
pound  carronades,  2  long  nines,  a  12  pound  carronade  on  her  top 
gallant  forecastle  as  a  shiftijjg  gun,  and  a  four  or  six  pounder, 
and  two  swivels  aft.  By  hei  quarter-bill,  her  crew  consisted  of 
134  men,  four  of  whom  were  absent  in  a  prize,  besides  four  men 
and  a  boy,  who  were  not  on  her  quarter  bill. 

Of  the  Hornet's  crew,  the  sailing-master  and  seven  men 
were  absent  in  a  prize;  and  Lieut.  Stewart  and  six  men  on  the 
sick  list. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Lawrence  towards  his  prisoners,  was 
such  as  deserved  the  highest  applause.  So  sensibly  affected  were 
the  officers  of  the  Peacock  by  the' treatment  they  received,  that 
on  their  arrival  at  Newyork,  they  made  a  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment in  the  public  papers.  To  use  their  own  expressive  phrase, 
"  they  ceased  to  consider  themselves  prisoners."  Nor  must  we 
omit  to  mention  a  ciicumstance  highly  to  the  honour  of  the 
brave  tars  of  the  Hornet.  Finding  that  the  crew  of  the  Peacock 
had  lost  all  their  clothing,  by  the  sudden  sinking  of  the  vessel, 
they  made  a  subscription,  and  from  their  own  wardrobes  supplied 
each  man  with  two  shirts  and  a  blue  jacket  and  trowsers.  Such 
may  rough  sailors  be  made,  when  they  have  before  them  the  ex- 
ample of  high-minded  men.  They  are  beings  of  but  little  reflec- 
tion, open  to  the  impulse  and  excitement  of  the  moment ;  and  it 
depends,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  their  officers,  whether,  under 
a  Lawrence,  they  shall  ennoble  themselves  by  generous  actions; 
or,  under  a  Cockburn,  be  hurried  away  into  scenes  of  unpreme- 
ditated atrocity. 

On  the  return  of  Captain  Lawrence  to  the  United  States,  he 
was  received  with  great  distinction  and  applause ;  and  various 
public  bodies  conferred  on  him  peculiar  tokens  of  approba- 
tion. 

Appointment  of  Captain  Laxvrence  to  the  command  of  the 
Chesapeake. ..ShorViy  after  he  arrived  at  Newyork,  Captain  Law- 
rence was  appointed  to  command  the  Chesapeake  frigate.  It 
was  with  reluctance  he  accepted  the  command  of  this  vessel,  for 
she  was  considered  the  worst  ship  in  the  navy.  The  Chesapeake 
then  Idy  at  Boston,  whither  Captain  Lawrence  repaired.  When 
nearly  ready  for  sea,  the  British  frigate  Shannon  appeared 
off  the  harbour,  and  made  signals  expressive  of  a  challenge. 
A  written    challenge  is   also  stated  to  have  been   sent  by    Cap 
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laui  Broke,  the  commander  of  the  Shannon,  but  which  Cap- 
tain Lawrence  never  received.  Favourable  circumstances, 
and  superiority  of  force,  were  on  the  side  of  the  Shani>on.  The 
Chesapeake,  on  the  contrary,  laboured  under  particular  disadvan- 
tages. Her  commander  was  very  slightly  acquainted  with  his 
crew  ;  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  new  recruits.  She,  as 
has  been  already  observed,  was  but  an  indifferent  vessel ;  and,  at 
the  moment  the  Shannon  appeared,  was  not  in  complete  order 
for  an  engagement.  But  Lawrence  had  himself  challenged  a 
British  vessel;  the  sight  of  one  riding  in  defiance  before'him, 
was  too  much  for  his  pride  to  bear.  He,  in  coniequence,  put  to 
sea  on  the  first  of  June,  having  hoisted  a  whitty  flag  with  "  Free 
trade  and  sailor^s  right,^^  He  addressed  his  men  in  a  short  dis- 
course, but  It  vvas  received  with  no  marks  of  approbation.  Dis- 
content was  apparent  among  a  part  of  the  crew,  and  complaints 
were  muttered  of  not  having  received  their  prize  money.  The 
boatswain,  a  Portuguese,  was  the  principal  instigator  of  this  dis- 
affection. Lawrence,  unacquainted  with  his  crew,  resolved  to 
remove  the  cause  of  their  complaint.  He  ordered  the  purser  to 
give  prize  checks  to  those  who  had  received  none.  On  perceiv- 
ing the  Cnesapeake  ccning  out,  the  Shannon  bore  away.  The 
Chesapeake  followed  until  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  she 
hauled  up  and  fired  a  gun.  On  this  the  Shannon  hove  to.  The 
two  vessels  continued  .'iJaHoeuvring  in  silence  until  0,  when  they 
were  within  pistol  shot  of  each  other.  The  action  then  com- 
menced by  a  tre.Tjendous  and  destructive  broadside  from  each 
vessel,  which,  on  beard  the  Chesapeake,  killed  the  sailing  master, 
Mr.  White,  and  mortally  wounded  the  fourth  lieutenant,  Mr. 
Ballard.  A  musket  ball  struck  Captain  Lawrence  in  his  leg,  and 
inflicted  a  painful  wound.  He,  however,  leaned  on  the  compa- 
nion way,  and  continued  to  command  and  encourage  his  crew. 
A  second  and  third  destructive  broadside  was  discharged  from 
each  ship,  in  which  the  Chesapeake  had  evidently  the  advantage  ; 
but  unfortunately  her  first  lieutenant,  Ludlow,  was  severely 
wounded  and  carried  below.  Three  men,  in  the  course  of  12 
minutes,  had  been  successively  shot  down  from  her  helm.  A  shot 
also  disabled  her  foresail,  and  she  could  no  longer  answer  her 
helm,  la  this  state,  her  anchor  caught  in  one  of  the  after  ports 
of  the  Shannon.  Thus  was  the  Chesapeake  thrown  into  a  posi- 
tion in  which  her  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  bear,  while  the 
Shannon  was  enabled  to  rake  her  upper  decks,  by  which  numbers 
of  the  crew  of  the  Chesapeake  were  killed  and  wounded,  A 
hand  grenade,  thrown  on  the  quarter  deck,  caused  a  great  explo- 
sion, and  set  fire  to  some  musket  cartridges,  but  did  no  other  in- 
jury. As  soon  as  Captain  Lawrence  perceived  that  the  Chesa 
peake  was  falling  to  leeward,  and  that  by  the   Shannon's  filling 
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she  would  fall  on  board,  he  called  to  the  boarders,  and  was  us 
the  act  of  giving  orders  respecting  the  foresail,  when  he  received 
a  musket  ball  in  his  body.  At  the  call  for  boarders.  Lieutenant 
Coxe,  who  commanded  the  second  division,  ran  on  deck  ;  but  ar- 
rived just  in  time  to  receive  his  falling  commander,  whom  he  im- 
snediately  carried  belov*'. 

The  bugleman,  who  should  have  called  the  boardess,  as  order- 
ed by  Captain  Lawrence,  did  not  do  his  duty.  The  Shannon  had 
sustained  so  much  injury  that  her  commander.  Commodore  Broke, 
was  preparing  to  repel  any  attempt  of  boarding  from  the  Chesa- 
peake. But  at  this  moment.  Broke,  perceiving  tht  havoc  his  fire 
had  occasioned  on  the  deck  of  the  Chesapeake,  jumped  on  board 
her  with  about  20  men.  They  would  soon  have  been  driven 
back,  but  all  the  officers  on  deck  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
The  second  lieutenant,  Budd,  wno  commanded  the  first  divijsion 
below,  led  up  the  boarders  ;  but  only  fifteen  or  twenty  meu  fol- 
lowed him.  With  these  he  defended  the  ship  until  disabled  by  a 
wound.  Lieutenant  Ludlow,  though  wouuccu,  hurried  on  deck, 
where  he  soon  received  a  mortal  sabre  wound.  Sixty  additional 
men  being  thrown  on  board  from  the  Shannon,  the  crew  of  the 
Chesapeake,  who  now  had  no  officer  to  direct  and  rally  them, 
were  overpowered.  The  Chesapeake,  however,  was  not  surren- 
dered by  an  act  of  submission,  but  was  taken  pos»ession  of  by  a 
force  that  overwhelmed  all  opposition. 

As  Captain  Lawrence  was  conveyed  below,  he  perceived  the 
disabled  state  of  the  Chesapeake  ;  but  exclaimed,  **  Don't  give 
up  the  ship."  He  lay  in  the  ward  room  in  the  most  excruciating 
pain.  When  the  noise  and  bustle  of  combat  ceased  above,  he 
ordered  the  surgeon  to  go  on  deck  and  tell  the  officers  to  fight 
on  to  the  last,  and  never  to  strike  the  colours.  *•  They  shall," 
said  he,  "  wave  as  long  as  I  live."  But  the  struggle  had  ceased, 
and  the  British  were  in  possession  of  the  ship.  Captain  Law- 
rence lingered  in  great  pain  for  four  days,  when  he  expired. 

The  Chesapeake  had  47  men  killed  and  ©3  wounded.  The 
British  acknowledged  that  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Shan- 
non amounted  to  88  men,  among  the  latter  ot  whom  was  Com- 
modore Broke.  The  greater  part  of  the  Americans  were  killed 
and  wounded  by  the  British  boarders.  The  loss  of  the  Shannon 
was  principally  occasioned  by  the  cannon  of  the  Chesapeake. 
The  latter  received  little  injury  in  her  hull ;  whereas  the  former 
had  several  shots  between  wmd  and  water ;  and  had  her  crew 
been  repelled  in  the  attempt  to  board,  she  would  in  all  probabili- 
ty have  been  captured. 

The  Shannon  mounted  fifty-three  guns;  the  Chesapeake  forty- 
nine. 

The  treatment  of  the  Americans,  in  the  present  mstance,  was 
nearly  the  reverse  of  that  humanity  and   generosity  they  bad  on 
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aii  similar   occasions   shown    to   the   British.     Even   the   private 
stores  ol'  Captain  Lawrence  were  taken  from  him. 

His  remains  were  interred  at  Halifax,  with  great  solemnity. 
Mr.  Crowinshield,  of  Salem,  some  time  after,  obtained  a  flag  of 
truce  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  the  United  States  the  bo- 
dies of  Lawrence  and  Ludlow,  which  he  perfomed.  They  were 
interred  in  Newyork  with  all  the  honours  due  to  brave  men,  sa- 
crificed in  the  heroic  defence  of  their  country. 

Biography  of  Captain  Laim-ence....To  speak  feelingly,  yet 
temperately,  of  the  merits  of  those  who  have  bravely  fought  and 
gloriously  fallen  in  the  service  of  their  country,  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  tasks  of  the  biographer.  Filled  with  admiration  of  their 
valour,  and  sorrow  for  their  fate,  we  feel  the  impotency  of  our 
gratitude,  in  being  able  to  reward  such  great  sacrifices  with  no- 
thing but  empty  applause.  We  are  apt,  therefore,  to  be  hurried 
into  a  degree  of  eulogium,  which,  however  sincere  and  acknowl- 
edged at  the  time,  may  be  regarded  as  extravagant  by  the  dispas- 
sionate eye  of  after  years. 

We  feel  more  particularly  this  difficulty,  in  undertaking  to  give 
the  memoirs  of  one,  whose  excellent  qualities  and  gallant  deeds 
are  still  vivid  in  our  recollection,  and  whose  untimely  end  has  ex- 
cited, in  an  extraordinary  degree,  the  sympathies  of  his  country- 
men. Lideed,  the  popular  career  of  this  youthful  hero  has  been 
so  transient,  yet  dazzling,  as  almost  to  prevent  sober  investigation. 
Scarce  had  we  ceased  to  rejoice  in  his  victory,  before  we  were 
called  to  deplore  his  loss.  He  passed  before  the  public  eye  like  a 
star,  just  beaming  on  it  for  a  moment,  and  falling  in  the  midst 
of  his  brightness. 

Captain  James  Lawrence  was  born  on  the  1st  of  October., 
1781,  at  Burlington,  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey.  He  was  the 
youngest  son  of  John  Lawrence,  Esq.  an  eminent  counsellor  at 
law  of  that  place.  Within  a  few  weeks  after  his  birth  his  mother 
died,  and  the  charge  of  him  devolved  on  his  sisters,  to  whom  he 
ever  showed  the  wafmest  gratitude  for  the  tender  care  they  took 
of  his  infant  years.  He  early  evinced  that  excellence  of  heart  by 
which  he  was  characterized  through  life  ;  he  was  a  dutiful  and 
affectionate  child,  mild  in  his  disposition,  and  of  the  most  gentle 
and  engaging  manners.  He  was  scarce  twelve  years  of  age 
when  he  expressed  a  decided  partiality  for  a  seafaring  life  ;  but 
his  father  disapproving  of  it,  and  wishing  him  to  prepare  for  the 
profession  of  the  law,  his  strong  sense  of  duty  induced  him  to  ac- 
quiesce. He  went  through  the  common  branches  of  education,  at 
a  grammar  school,  at  Burlington,  with  much  credit  to  himself^, 
and  satisfaction  to  his  tutors-  The  pecuniary  misfortunes  of  his 
father  prevented  his  receiving  a  finished  education,   and  between 
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the  age  of  thirteen  and  Iburtccn  he  commcu^iu  uu  cin  y  ui' in- 
law witli  his  brother,  the  late  John  Lawrence,  Esq.  who  then  re- 
.■•ided  at  Woodbury.  He  remained  for  two  years  in  this  situation, 
^•ainly  striving  to  accommodate  himself  to  pursuits  wholly  rtpui?;- 
ijant  to  his  taste  and  inclinations.  The  dry  studies  of  statutes  and 
reporters,  the  technical  rubbish,  aiid  dull  routine  of  a  lawyer's  o! 
fice,  were  little  calculated  to  please  an  imaguintion  teeming  with 
the  adventures,  the  wonders,  and  variety  of  the  seas.  At  length, 
his  father  being  dead,  and  his  strong  predilection  for  the  roving 
life  of  a  sailor  being  increased  by  every  attempt  to  curb  it,  his 
brother  yielded  to  his  solicitations,  and  placed  him  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Griscomb,  at  Burlington,  to  acquire  the  principles  of  navi- 
gation and  naval  tactics.  He  remained  with  him  for  three  months, 
when,  his  intention  of  applying  for  a  situation  in  the  navy  being 
geneially  known,  several  of  the  most  distinguished  gentlemen  of 
the  state  interested  themselves  in  his  behalf,  and  wrote  to  the  navy 
department.  The  succeeding  mail  brought  him  a  midshipman's 
warrant ;  and  between  the  age  of  sixteen  and  seventeen  be  enter- 
ed the  service  of  his  countrN'. 

His  first  cruise  was  to  the  West  Indies  in  the  ship  Ganges, 
commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Tingey.  In  this  and  several  sub- 
sequent cruises,  no  opportunity  occurred  to  call  forth  particular 
jervices  ;  but  the  attention  and  intelligence  which  he  uniformly 
displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  the  correctness  of  his  de- 
portment, and  the  suavity  of  his  manners,  gained  him  the  appro- 
bation of  his  commanders,  and  rendered  him  a  favourite  with  his 
associates  and  inferiors'. 

When  the  war  was  declared  against  Tripoli,  he  was  promoted 
to  a  lieutenancy,  and  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  schooner 
Enterprise.  While  in  this  command  he  volunteered  his  services 
in  the  hazardous  exploit  of  destroying  the  frigate  Philadelphia, 
and  accompanied  Decatuf  as  his  first  lieutenant.  The  brilliant 
success  of  that  enterprise  is  well  known  ;  and  for  the  gallantry 
and  skill  displayed  on  the  occasion,  Decatur  was  made  post  cap- 
tain, while  Lawrence,  in  common  with  the  other  officers  and 
crew,  were  voted  by  congress  two  months'  extra  pay... .a  sordid 
and  paltry  reward,  which  he  immediately  declined. 

The  harbour  of  Tripoli  appears  to  have  been  the  school  of  our 
naval  heroes.  In  tracing  the  histories  of  those  who  have  lately 
distmguished  themselves,  we  are  always  led  to  the  coast  of  Barba- 
ry  as  the  field  of  their  first  experience  and  young  achievement. 
The  concentration  of  our  little  navy  at  this  point,  soon  after  its 
formation,  has  had  a  happy  eflect  upon  its  character  and  fortunes. 
The  officers  were  most  of  them  young  in  years,  and  young  in 
Mrms,  full  of  life,  and  spirits,  and  enthusiasm.  Such  is  the  time  to 
form  generous  impressions  and  strong  attachments.     It  was  there 
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Ihey  grew  together  in  habits  of  mutual  confidence  and  friendship  ; 
and  to  the  noble  emulation  of  so  many  >oung  minds  newly  en- 
tering upon  an  adventurous  profession,  may  be  attributed  that  en- 
terprising spirit  and  defiance  of  danger  that  has  ever  since  distin- 
guished our  navy. 

After  continuing  in  the  Mediterranean  about  three  years  and  a 
half,  Lawicnce  returned  to  the  United  States  with  Commodore 
Pr'-hh-,  and  was  again  sent  out  on  that  station,  as  comfriandtr  of 
Gun  boat  No,  6,  in  which  he  remained  for  sixteen  months,  isince 
that  time  he  has  acted  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  Constitution,  and 
as  commander  of  the  Vixen,  Wasp,  Argus  and  Hornet.  In  180S 
he  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Monlaudevert,  a  respectable 
merchant  of  New- York,  to  whom  he  made  one  of  the  kindest  and 
most  aflfectionate  of  husbands. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  he  sailed  in  the  Hor- 
net sloop  of  war,  as  part  of  the  squadron  that  cruised  under  Com- 
modore Rodgers.  While  absent  on  this  cruise  Lieutenant  Morri? 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post  captain,  for  his  bravery  and 
skill  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  Constitution  in  her  action  with  the 
Guerriere.  This  appointment,  as  it  raised  him  two  grades,  and 
placed  him  over  the  heads  of  older  officers,  gave  great  ofTence  to 
many  of  the  navy,  who  could  not  brook  that  the  regular  rules  oi 
the  service  should  be  infringed.  It  was  thought  particularly  un- 
just, as  giving  him  rank  above  Lawrence,  who  had  equally  distin- 
guished himself  as  first  lieutenant  of  Decatur,  in  the  destruction 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  and  who,  at  present,  was  but  master 
and  commander. 

On  returning  from  his  cruir.e.  Captain  Lawrence,  after  consult- 
ing with  Commodores  Rodgers  and  Bainbndge,  and  with  other 
experienced  gentlemen  of  the  navy,  addressed  a  memorial  to  the 
senate,  and  a  ietter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  wherein,  after 
thf  fullest  acknowledgments  of  the  great  merits  and  services  of 
Captain  Morris,  he  remonstrated  in  the  most  temperate  and  re- 
spectful, but  firm  and  manly  language,  on  the  impropriety  of  his 
p^-omotion,  as  being  contrary  to  the  rules  of  naval  precedence, and 
particularly  hard  as  it  respected  himself.  At  the  same  time,  he 
frankly  mentioned  that  he  should  be  compelled,  however  reluc- 
tant, to  leave  the  service,  if  thus  improperly  outranked. 

The  reply  of  the  secretary  was  singularly  brief;  barely  observ, 
ing,  that  if  he  thought  proper  to  leave  the  service  without  a  cause, 
there  would  still  remain  heroes  and  patriots  to  support  the  honour 
of  the  flag.  There  was  a  laconic  severity  in  this  reply  calculated 
to  cut  a  man  of  feeling  to  the  heart,  and  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  provoked  by   the  fair  and  candid  renionstrance  of  Lawrence, 

Where  men  are  fighting  for  honour  rather  than  profit,   the   ut-  ' 
most  delicacy  should  be  observed  towards  their  high-toned  feelings. 
Those  complaiijfs  which  spring  from  wounded  pride,  and  the  jeal- 
2  P 


298  SKKTCHKS  01? 

ousy  of  station,  should  never  be  regarded  liglitly.  The  btst  sol- 
diers are  ever  most  tenacious  of  their  rank  ;  for  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  he  who  hazards  every  thing  for  distinction,  will  be 
careless  of  it  after  it  is  attained.  Foitunately,  Lawrence  had 
again  departed  on  a  cruise  before  this  letter  arrived,  which  oth- 
erwise mig;ht.  have  driven  from  the  service  one  of  our  most  mer- 
itorious officers. 

This  second  cruise  was  in  company  with  Captain  Bainbridge, 
who  commanded  the  Constitution  ;  and  terminated  in  the  capture 
of  the  Peacock,  by  Lawrence... .which  is  detailed  in  the  preceding 
pages. 

On  the  return  of  Captain  Lawrence  to  his  native  country,  eve- 
ry mark  of  attention  and  applause  which  a  grateful  people  could 
bestow,  were  conferred  on  him.  While  absent,  the  rank  of 
post  captain  had  been  ^iven  him,  and  shortly  after  his  return  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  oiTering  him.  the 
command  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  provided  neither  Captains 
Porter  or  PIvans  applied  for  it,  they  being  older  officers.  Captain 
Lawrence  respectfully  declined  this  conditional  appointment,  for 
-satisfactory  reasons  which  he  stated  to  the  secretary.  He  then 
received  an  unconditional  appointment  to  that  frigate,  and  direc- 
tions to  superintend  the  navy-yard  in  New-York  in  the  absence 
of  Captain  Ludlow.  The  next  day  to  his  great  surprise  and  cha- 
grin, he  received  counter-orders,  with  instructions  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  then  lying  in  Boston,  nearly 
ready  for  sea.  This  appointment  was  particularly  disagreeable  to 
him.  He  was  prejudiced  against  the  Chesapeake,  both  from  her 
being  considered  the  worst  ship  in  our  navy,  and  from  having 
been  in  a  manner  disgraced  in  the  affair  with  the  Leopard.  The 
last  circumstance  had  acquired  her  the  character  of  an  unlucky 
ship.. ..the  worst  of  stigmas  among  sailors,  who  are  devout  belie- 
vers in  good  and  bad  luck;  and  so  detrimental  was  it  to  this  ves- 
sel, that  it  has  been  found  difficult  to  recruit  crew^s  for  her. 

The  extreme  repugnance  Captain  Lawrence  felt  at  this  appoint- 
ment, induced  him  to  write  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  request- 
ing to  be  continued  in  the  command  of  the  Hornet.  Besides  it 
was  his  wish  to  remain  some  short  time  in  port,  and  enjoy  a  little 
repose  in  the  bosom  of  his  family  ;  particularly  as  his  wife  was  in 
tiiat  delicate  situation  that  most  calls  forth  the  tenderness  and  so- 
licitude of  an  aiTectionate  husband.  But  though  he  wrote  four 
letters  to  the  secretary,  he  never  received  an  answer,  and  was 
obliged  reluctantly  to  acquiesce. 

While  laying  in  Boston  roads,  nearly  ready  for  sea,  the  British 
frigate  Shannon  appeared  off  the  harbour,  and  made  signals  ex- 
pressive of  a  challenge.  The  brave  Lawrence  immediately  deter- 
mined on  accepting  it,  though  conscious  at  the  time  of  the  great 
disparity  of  the  two  ships. 
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The  most  earnest  endeavours  were  used  by  Commodore  Bain- 
bridge  and  other  gentlemen  of  nice  honour  and  sound  experience, 
to  dissuade  Captain  Lawrence  from  what  was  considered  a  rash 
and  unnecessary  exposure.  He  felt  and  acknowledged  the  force 
of  their  reasons,  but  persisted  in  his  determination.  He  was  pe- 
culiarly situated  :  he  had  formerly  challenged  the  Bonne  Citoyen- 
jie,  and  should  he  decline  a  similar  challenge,  it  might  subject 
him  to  sneers  and  misrepresentations.  Among  the  other  unfortu- 
nate circumstances  that  attended  this  ill-starred  battle,  was  the 
delay  of  a  written  challenge  from  Captain  Broke,  which  did  not 
arrive  until  after  Captain  Lawrence  had  sailed.  It  was  coTJched 
in  the  most  frank  and  courteous  language;  minutely  delineating 
the  force  of  his  ship ;  and  offering,  if  the  Chesapeake  should  not 
be  completely  prepared,  to  cruise  off  and  on,  until  such  time  as 
she  made  a  specified  signal  of  being  ready  for  the  conflict.  It  is 
to  be  deeply  regretted  that  Captain  Lawrence  did  not  receive  this 
gallant  challenge,  as  it  would  have  given  him  time  to  put  his 
ship  in  proper  order,  and  spared  him  the  necessity  of  hurrying  out 
in  his  unprepared  condition,  to  so  formidable  and  momentous  an 
encounetr. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  June  that  the  Chesapeake 
put  to  sea.  The  Shannon  on  seeing  her  came  out,  bore  away, 
and  the  other  followed.  Shortly  after  an  engagement  of  the 
most  destructive  nature  took  place  ;  which  ended  in  the  loss  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  the  death  of  her  gallant  commander,  as  more 
minutely  given  in  the  preceding  pages. 

Thus  terminated  one  of  the  most  remarkable  combats  on  naval 
record.  From  the  peculiar  accidents  that  attended  it,  the  battle 
was  short,  desperate  and  bloody.  So  long  as  the  cannonading 
continued,  the  Chesapeake  is  said  to  have  clearly  had  the  advan- 
tage ;  and  had  the  ships  not  ran  foul,  it  is  probable  she  would 
have  captured  the  Shannon.  Though  considerably  damaged  in 
her  upper  works,  and  pierced  with  some  shot-holes  in  her  hull,  yet 
she  had  sustained  no  injury  to  affect  her  safety ;  whereas  the 
Shannon  had  received  several  shots  between  wind  and  water, 
and,  consequently,  could  not  have  sustained  the  action  long.  The 
havoc  on  both  sides  was  dreadful ;  but  to  the  singular  circum- 
stance of  having  every  officer  on  the  upper  deck  either  killed  or 
wounded,  early  in  the  action,  may  chiefly  be  attributed  the  loss 
of  the  Chesapeake. 

The  two  ships  presented  dismal  spectacles  after  the  battle. 
<  Towded  with  the  wounded  and  the  dying,  they  lesembled  float- 
ing hospitals  sending  forth  groans  at  every  roll.  The  brave  Broke 
lay  deliiious  from  a  wound  in  the  head,  which  he  is  said  to  have 
received  while  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  slaughter  of  some  of 
our  men  who  had  surrendered,  lis  his  rational  intervals  he  al- 
ways spokr  in  the  highest  term?'  of  the  coura2:e  and  skif!  of  Law- 
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veiice.  and  of  ''  the  gallant  and  masterly  stjk"  in  which  he  biuugli." 
the  Chesapeake  into  action. 

The  wounds  of  Captain  Lawrence  rendered  it  impossible  lo  re 
move  him  after  the  battle,  and  his  cabin  being  very  much  shat 
tered,  he  remained  in  the  waidroom.  Plere  he  lay,  attended  by 
his  own  surgeon,  and  surrounded  by  his  brave  and  suffering  offi- 
cers. He  made  no  coinmenl  on  the  battle,  nor  indeed  was  heard 
to  utter  a  word,  except  to  make  such  simple  requests  as  his  neces- 
sities required.  In  this  way  he  lingered  through  four  days,  in  ex- 
treme bodily  pain,  and  the  silent  melancholy  of  a  prouci  and  noble 
he?rt,  and  then  expired.  His  body  was  wrapped  in  the  colours  of 
his  >hip  and  laid  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the  Chesapeake,  lo  be 
conveyed  to  Halifax,  for  interment. 

At  the    time  of  his  death    he  was  but  thirty-two   years  of  age, 
nearly  sixteen  of  which  had  been  honourably  expended  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country.     He  was  a  disciplinarian  of  the  highest  order, 
producing   perfect  obedience  and   subordination   without  severity. 
His  men  became  zealously  devoted  to  him,  and  ready  to  do  thro' 
afTection  what  severity   would   never  have  compelled.     He    was 
scrupulously  correct  in  his  principles,  delicate  in   his  sense  of  hon- 
our ;  and  to  his  extreme  jealousy  of  reputation  he  fell  a  victim, 
in  daring  and  ill-matched  encounter,  which  prudence  would  have 
justified  him  in  declining.     In  battle,  where    his  lofty    and    com- 
mar-ding  person    made  him  conspicuous,  the   calm  collected  cour- 
age, and  elevated  tranquility,  which  he  maintained  in  the  midst  of 
peril,  imparted  a  confidence  to  every  bosom.     In  the  hour  of  vic- 
tory he  was  moderate  and  unassuming  ;  towards  the  vanquished  he 
was  gentle,  generous  and  humane.     But  it  is  on  the  amiable  qual- 
ities that  adorned  his  private   character,  that  his  friends  will  hang 
with  the  fondest  remembrance.. ..that  bland  philanthropy  that  ema- 
nate d  from    every  look,  that  breathed  forth  in   every  accent,  that 
gave  a   grace  to   every  action.     His  was  a  general  benevolence, 
that,  like  a  lambent  flame,   shed  its   cheeriiig    rays   through   the 
sphere  of  his  influence,  warming  and  gladdening  every  heart,  and 
ligiiting  up  every  countenance  into  smiles.     But  there    is  one  lit- 
tle circle  on  whose  sacred  sorrows  even  the  eye  of  sympathy  dares 
not  intrude.     His  brother  being  dead,  he  was  the  last  male  branch 
of  a  famil}-,  who  looked  up  to   him  as   its   ornament   and    pride. 
His  fraternal  tenderness  was  the  prop  and  consolation  of  two  wid- 
owed sisters,   and  in  him  their  helpless   offspring  found  a  father. 
He  left,  also,  a  wife  and  two  young  childaen    to  whom   he  was 
fervently  attached.     The    critical  situation  of  the  former  was  one 
of  those  cares   which  preyed  upon  his  mind  at  the  time  he  went 
forth  to   battle.     The  utmost    precautions  had  been  taken  by  her 
relatives,  to  keep   from  her  the  knowledge  of  her  husband's  fate. 
Their  anxiety   has   been    relieved  by  the  birth  of  a  son,  who,  we 
'•list,  will  inherit  the  virtues,  and  emulate  the  actions  of  his  father. 
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There  is  a  touching  pathos  about  the  death  of  this  estimable  of- 
:^icer,  that  endears  him  more  to  us  than  if  he  Iiad  been  successful. 
The  prosperous  conqueror  is  an  object  of  admiration,  but  in  some 
measure  of  envy  :  whatever  gratitude  we  feel  for  his  services,  we 
are  apt  to  tiiinlc  them  repaid  by  the  plaudits  he  enjoys.  But  he 
who  falls  a  martyr  to  liis  country's  cause  excites  the  fulness  of 
public  sympathy.  Envy  cannot  repine  at  laurels  so  dearly  pur- 
chased, and  gratitude  feels  that  he  is  beyond  the  reach  of  its  re- 
wards. The  last  sad  scene  of  his  life  hallows  his  memory;  it 
remains  sacred  by  misfortune,  and  honoured,  not  by  the  acclama- 
tions, but  the  tears  of  his  countrymen.  The  idea  of  Lawrence, 
cut  down  in  the  prime  of  his  days,  stretched  upon  his  deck,  wrap- 
ped in  the  flag  of  his  country.. ..that  flag  which  he  had  contribut- 
ed to  ennoble,  and  had  died  to  defend,  is  a  picture  that  will  re- 
main treasured  up  in  the  dearest  recollections  of  every  American, 
His  will  form  one  of  tho?e  talismanic  namus  which  every  nation 
preserves  as  watchwords  for  patriotism  and  valour. 

Deeply,  therefore,  as  every  bosom  must  lament  the  fall  of  so 
gallant  and  amiable  an  ofRcer,  there  are  some  reflections  consol- 
ing to  the  pride  of  friendship,  and  which  may  sooth,  though  they 
cannot  prevent,  the  bitter  tear  of  affection.  He  fell  before  hi-- 
flag  was  struck.  His  fall  was  the  cause,  not  the  consequence,  of 
defeat.  He  fell  covered  with  glory,  in  the  flower  of  his  days,  in 
the  perfection  of  mental  and  personal  endowment,  and  the  fresh- 
ness of  reputation  ;  thus  leaving  in  every  mind  the  full  and  per- 
fect image  of  a  hero.  However  we  may  deplore  the  stroke  of 
death,  his  visits  are  occasionally  well  timed  for  his  victim :  he 
sets  a  seal  upon  the  fame  of  the  illustrious,  fixing  it  beyond  the 
reach  of  accident  or  change.  And  where  is  the  son  of  honour, 
panting  for  distinction,  who  would  not  rather,  like  Lawrence,  be 
snatched  away  in  the  brightness  of  youth  and  glory,  than  to  dwin- 
dle down  to  what  is  termed  a  good  old  age,  wear  his  reputation 
to  the  shreds,  and  leave  behind  him  nothing  but  the  reaienv 
brance  of  decripitude  and  imbecility. 

With  feelings  that  swell  our  hearts  do  we  notice  the  honours 
paid  to  the  remains  of  the  brave  Lawrence  at  Halifax.  Whei) 
the  ships  arrived  in  port,  a  generous  concern  was  expressed  for 
his  fate.  The  recollection  of  his  humanity  towards  the  crew  of 
the  Peacock  was  still  fresh  in  every  mind.  His  funeral  obsequies 
were  celebrated  with  appropriate  ceremonials,  and  nn  affecting 
solemnity.  His  pall  -was  supported  by  the  oldest  captains  in  the 
British  service  that  were  in  Halifax;  and  the  iiaval  ollicers  crowd- 
ed to  yield  the  last  sad  honours  to  a  man  who  was  late  their  foe^ 
but  now  their  foe  no  longer.  There  is  a  sympathy  between  gal- 
lant souls  that  knows  no  distinction  of  clime  or  nation.  They 
honour  in  each  other  what  tliey  feel  proud  of  in  themselves....^ 
The  group  that   gat[?ered    round  the  grave  cf  Lawrence  present-- 
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ed  a  scene  worthy  of  Ihe  lieroic  days  of  chivalry.  It  was  a 
complete  triumph  of  the  nobler  feelings  over  the  snvage  passions 
of  war.  We  know  not  where  most  to  bestow  our  admiration.... 
on  the  Jiving,  who  siiowcd  such  generous  sensibility  ta  departed 
virtue,  or  on  the  dead,  in  btin^'r  worthy  of  such  obsequies  from 
such  spirits.  It  is  by  deeds  like  tliese  that  we  really  feel  our- 
selves subdued.  The  conflict  of  arms  is  ferocious,  and  tiinmph 
does  but  engender  more  deadly  hostility  ;  but  the  contest  of  mag- 
nanimity calls  forth  the  better  feelings,  and  the  conquest  is  over 
the  affection?. 

As  to  the  event  of  this  battle,  deeply  as  we  mourn  the  loss  of 
so  many  valuable  lives,  we  feel  no  further  cause  of  lamentation. 
Brilliant  as  the  victory  undoubtedly  was  to  the  conquerors,  our 
nation  lost  nothing  of  honour  in  the  conflict.  The  ship  was  gal- 
lantly and  bloodily  defended  to  the  last;  and  was  lost,  not  thro" 
want  of  good  conduct  or  determined  bravery,  but  from  the  una- 
voidable chances  of  battle.  It  was  a  victory  "  over  which  the 
conqueror  mourned.... so  many  suffered.'-* 

Funeral  obsequies.... A  short  time  after  the  interment  of  Cap', 
Lawrence  and  Lieutenant  Ludlow  in  Halifax,  Captain  Crownin- 
shieldj  of  Salem,  originated  the  idea  of  bringing  their  bodies  to 
their  own  country.  He  obtained  a  cartel  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  fitted  out  a  vessel  for  the  purpose,  and  proceeded 
to  Halifax  at  his  own  expense.  He  was  politely  treated  by  the 
British,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  effecting  the  object  of  his  voy- 
age. On  his  return  to  Salem,  the  remains  of  the  departed  he- 
roes were  conveyed,  with  the  most  impressive  ceremonies,  from 
the  cartel  to  the  shore. 

From  the  time  the  boats  left  the  brig,  until  the  bodies  were 
landed,  minute  guns  were  fired  from  vessels  in  the  harbour.  On 
their  being  placed  upon  the  hearses,  they  were  covered  with  the 
colours  which  they  had  so  lately  and  so  signally  honoured,  and 
conveyed  at  a  suitable  distance  for  the  procession  to  form  ;  which 
moved  to  slow  and  solemn  music  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spaulding'^ 
meeting-house  ;  where  the  corpses  were  taken  from  the  funeral 
ears,  and  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  church,  by  the  seamen  who 
rowed  them  on  shore,  and  who  stood,  during  the  whole  of  the 
performance,  leaning  upon  them  in  an  attitude  of  mourning. 
The  church  was  most  taslefuliy  hung  with  cypress  and  evergreen. 
The  names  of  "  LewTrnce"  and  *'  Ludloi'j^^  appeared  in  letters 
of  gold,  encircled  by  festoons  of  evergreen,  immediately  on  the 
frciit  of  the  desk.  The  rites  of  sepulchre  were  performed  vvitli 
great  solemnity.  An  eulogy,  pronounced  by  tlie  Hon.  Judge 
Story,  was  such  an  one  as  made*  veterans  v;ecp.  After  the  per- 
formances were  icnc'i'ded  in  the  meeting-house,  tlie   faitiiful  se-^ 
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men  conveyed  t'ne  remains  into  the  quiet  tomb,  and  the  masonic 
societies  and  military  corps  paid  the  last  ritual  homage  to  the  im- 
mortal Lawrilnck  and  Ludlow. 

The  bodies  of  the  deceased,  at  the  request  of  their  relatives, 
were  afterwards  carried  to  Newyork  by  land,  (the  commander 
of  the  British  squadron  off  Newlondon  having  hesitated  to  grant 
them  a  passage  by  water  from  Salem,)  and  there  finally  interred 
with  all  the  honours  due  to  valiant  countrymen.  0)1  n5  similar 
occasion  had  been  witnessed  a  testimonial  of  respect  so  universal 
and  sincere.  It  was  indeed  a  day  of  mourning.  The  hearts  of 
hoary  patriots  and  youthful  heroes,  beat  in  solemn  unison,  and 
the  bright  eye  of  beauty  glistened  with  a  tributary  tear. 

It  would  fill  a  volume  to  insert  an  account  of  all  the  civic,  mi- 
litary and  masonic  honours  in  memory  ot  Lawrence  a-nd  Ludlov^^ 
They  extended  from  Maine  to  Georgia.  An  universal  sympathy 
for  the  fate  of  the  youthful  warriors,  appeared  manifest  in  the 
conduct  of  every  citizen.  Short,  indeed,  was  their  career  of 
glory  ;  but  while  it  existed  it  shone  with  unrivalled  splendour..... 
Their  memories  will  long  be  cherished;  and  when  the  present 
generation  shall  have  passed  away,  posterity  will  delight  to  read 
the  story  of  their  valiant  deeds. 


CHAPTER  XXVI.  . 

Cruise  of  the  Enterprise Capture  of  the  Boxer,..., Biography 

of  Lieutenant  Burroiv.'i. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1813,  the  U.  S.  schooner  Enter- 
prize,  of  12  guns,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Burrows,  sailed 
from  Portsmouth  on  a  cruise.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
a  brig  was  discovered  in  shore  getting  under  way.  While  Lieu- 
tenant Burrows  was  reconnoitring  her,  she  hoisted  three  British 
ensigns,  and  fired  a  shot  as  a  challenge.  The  Enterprize  imme- 
diately haled  upon  a  wind,  stood  out  of  the  bay  she  was  in,  and 
prepared  for  action.  A  calm  then  prevailed  ;  but  a  breeze  spring- 
ing up  from  S.  W.  gave  the  Enterprize  the  weather  gage.  The 
latter,  after  manoeuvring  for  some  lime  to  windward,  in  or- 
der to  try  her  sailing  with  the  enemy,  and  to  ascertain  her  force, 
shortened  sail  and  hoisted  three  ensigns,  fired  a  gun,  tacked,  and 
then  ran  down,  with  the  design  of  closing  with  her  antagonist. 
V/hen  the  Enterprize  had  got  within  half  pistol  shot,  the  crew  of 
the  British  vessel  gave  three  cheers,  and  commenced  the  action 
by. a  discharge  of  her  starboard  broadside,  which  was  returned  in 
the  like  manner  by  the  Enterprize.  The  action  then  became  ge- 
neral.    About  five  minutes  after  its  commencement,  the  gallant 
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Burrows  received  a  rausket  ball  in  his  bud\',  and  fell :  but  lit 
rcriKseil  to  be  carried  below.  The  active  part  of  the  command 
then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  M'Call,  who  conducted  hirrjseJf 
with  gicat  skill  and  self-possession.  The  British  vessel  was  out- 
manoeuurod,  and  cut  up  ;  her  maiji  topmast  and  topsail  jardc 
were  cut  away.  The  Eiiterprize  having  gained  a  position  on  the 
-starboard  bow  of  the  British  vessel,  kept  up  a  raking  fire  on  her, 
until  her  guns  were  silenced,  and  her  crew  cried  for  quarters, 
saving,  that  their  colours  being  nailed  to  the  mast,  could  not  be 
hauled  down.  The  vessel  proved  to  be  his  Britannic  inajest^''^ 
brig  Boxer,  of  14  guns. 

The  Enteiprize  was  much  injured  in   her  spars  and  rigging 

She  had  1  man  killed  and  13  wounded  ;  among  the  latter  was 
her  gallant  commander.  Burrows,  who  expired  a  few  hours  af- 
ter the  engagement.  While  lying  on  the  deck,  previous  to  the 
capture  of  the  Boxer,  he  raised  his  head  and  desired  that  his  flag 
snight  never  be  struck.  When  the  sword  of  his  vanquished  ene- 
■iny  was  presented  to  him,  he  clasped  his  hands,  and  exclaimed, 
'^*  J  die  contented.-' 

The  Boxer  was  very  mucii  damaged  in  her  spars  and  rigging, 
and  received  several  shot  between- wind  and  water.  The  crew 
of  this  vessel  could  not  be  exactly  ascertained,  but  is  supposed  to 
have  been  nearly  100.  The  killed  were  thrown  overboard.  Six- 
ty-four persons  were  on  board  when  she  was  taken  possession  of, 
17  of  whom  were  wounded.  The  commander.  Captain  Blythe, 
was  killed  early  in  the  action.  The  Boxer  was  in  every  respect 
;perior  to  the  Enterprize. 

Bios>'7'aphy   of  Lieutenant  Burrows There   are   few    events 

more  calculated  to  raise  the  mingled  sensations  of  admiration  and 
•sorrow,  than  the  death  of  a  victor  in  the  moment  of  his  glory. 
"When  defeat  is  attended  with  death,  the  bereaved  mourners 
have  at  least  one  consolation.  The  grave  covers,  with  its  sable 
pail,  the  fame  of  tlie  imfortunate  man,  and  protects  his  moulder- 
ing remains  from  persecuting  envy.  He  who,  while  living,  might 
have  been  doomed  to  encounter  the  assault  of  detraction  and  in- 
sult, acquires  a  sort  of  sanctity  from  the  shadows  of  the  tomb, 
where  even  malice  does  not  penetrate.  But  how  interesting  is 
the  character  which  dies  in  the  moment  of  his  fame  !  Death, 
which  was,  in  the  former  instance,  a  protection,  now  robs  the 
victor  of  his  glor}- ;  and  of  all  mankind,  the  conqueror  himself  is 
'  :•  only  party  cold  and  insensible  to  the  history  of  his  fame. 
-  lien  every  eye  sparkles,  and  every  cheek  is  flushed  with  de- 
::glit;  when  we  anticipate  the  warrior's  return  with  kind  greet- 
ings and  cordial  salutations;  when  we  are  preparing  the  laurels, 
"nd  every  social  tVeling  is  kindled  into  action,  we  find  all  the 
'.  s  of  hi?  glory  are  gleaming   on  the  temples  of  a  cold  and  in- 
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Sensible  cor^p^e.  Death  obtrudes  his  obnoxious  front  in  the  midst 
of  these  gay  and  exhilirating  images,  and  this  union  presents  a 
chastened  it^eling,  a  temperate  sobriety  of  joy. 

VViLLiAM  BuRivOWS  was  born  at  Henderson,  near  Philadel- 
phi^<,  on  the  Glh  day  of  October,  in  the  year  1785.  His  father, 
then  in  possession  of  a  large  property,  did  not  wish  to  confine 
the  ."fenius  of  his  son  to  any  particular  pursuit,  apprehending  that 
the  paternal  estate  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  his  support  in  the 
itvie  and  character  of  a  gentleman.  Accordingly,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  a  season  too  early  for  any  decided  indications  of  charac- 
ter to  present  themselves,  his  youthful  curiosity  was  left  to  its 
own  guidance  ;  and  he  dallied  with  books  as  he  would  with  other 
toys,  regarding  them  rather  as  matters  of  amusement  than  as  ob- 
jects of  serious  concern.  In  one  respect  only  did  his  parent  in- 
terfere with  these  pleasures.  Knowing  how  essential  to  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  it  was  to  become  familiar  with  the  liv- 
ing languages,  he  warmly  exhorted  his  son  to  turn  his  attention 
to  these,  and  in  this  he  but  partially  succeeded. 

To  the  French,  for  which  the  father  was  more  than  usually  so- 
licitous for  his  success,  knowing  how  indispensable  that  accom- 
plishment was,  the  son,  at  that  time,  betrayed  an  insurmountable 
reluctance.  In  the  acquisition  of  the  German,  which  was,  with 
lii^;  parent,  a  secondary  object  only.  Burrows  was  more  success- 
ful ;  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  he  would  converse  in  that  lan- 
guage as  fluently  as  in  his  native  tongue. 

This  may  be  considered  as  the  broad  outlines  of  hi?  early  years, 
so  far  as  regards  those  pur^^uits  which  often  have  an  important 
bearing  in  the  formation  of  the  future  character  of  the  man. 
Certain  traits  now  began  to  present  themselves  that  distinguished 
his  future  life;  a  warm  and  benevolent  heart  was  concealed  be- 
hind a  cold  and  repulsive  exterior,  and  a  cautious  guardedness  of 
reserve.  On  the  subject  of  his  own  merits  he  maintained  a  se- 
vere and  inflexible  silence,  while  he  conversed  freely  and  fluently 
on  the  merits  of  his  youthful  comrades  and  associates. 

In  a  boy  so  amiable,  and  withal  so  retired  and  reserved,  little 
did  his  parents  believe  that  the  flame  of  ambition  was  burning 
strong  and  intense.  He  would  be  often  found  musing  and  solita- 
ry, as  if  in  the  act  of  conversing  with  his  own  thoughts  ;  but  so 
ignorant  was  his  parent  of  his  predominant  passion,  that  he  la- 
boured to  arouse  him  from  what  he  spprehended  was  lethargy 

This,  passion,  guarded  by  such  jealous  and  scrupulous  reserve,  at 
length  developed  itself  by  an  accident  that  fortune  threw  in  his 
way.  Ht;  had  undertaken  to  learn  the  art  of  drawing;  but 
amidst  all  the  instructions  of  his  preceptor,  none  seemed  to 
arrest  the  atteition  of  his  pupd  in  that  science  but  thedelinea- 
Hon  of  a  ship  of  xvav.  His  constitutional  reserve  availed 
Tfrm  no  longer,  this  incident  afforded  an  outlet  to  those  nassions 
2  CI 
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which  had  so  long  occupied  his  musing  and  sohlary  hours.  Wiiij- 
astonishment  and  regret  his  father  discovered  the  cauie  of  his 
contemplation  in  retirement,  and  of  that  iiidifTeifriCt-  which  he 
discovered  to  his  alotted  studies  and  pursuits.  Ht  laboured  to 
give  his  ambition  another  turn  ;  but  the  passion  of  ocean  chivahy 
was  now  too  deeply  rooted,  and  all  his  efforts  were  unavailii]g. 
He  could  now  do  nothing  but  to  lend  his  aid  to  the  gratification 
of  a  passion  he  was  incapable  of  repressing  ;  and  he  accordingly 
seconded  his  application  to  tht-  steretarj  of  the  navy  for  an  of- 
fice, and  Burrows  was  appointed  a  midshipman  in  November^ 
170.9. 

He  new  eagerly  en/oraced  eveiy  opportunity  to  qualify  himself 
for  the  service,  and  devoted  his  hours  exclusively  lo  the  study  of 
navigation.  But  the  time  was  too  short  for  him  to  make  the  re- 
quisite proficiency  in  such  studies.  He  was  speedily  summoned 
to  more  active  duty  ;  for  in  January,  1800,  less  than  3  months 
after  his  appoii;!tmfnt,  he  received  orders  to  repair  on  board  the 
sloop  of  war  Portsmouth,  under  the  command  of  Captain  M'Neil, 
which  was  then  bound  to  France.  At  this  time  it  was  with  great 
difiiculty  that  he  could  be  pursuaded  to  wear  the  uniform  of  the 
navy.  He  said,  that  he  was  as  yet  a  raw  and  inexperienced 
hand,  a  mere  novice  in  the  naval  service,  and  that  he  had  done 
iiothing  to  entitle  him  to  such  honour.  His  conception  was,  that 
the  badges  of  his  country's  honour  should  be  worn  only  by  those 
who  had  signalized  themselves  in  her  service.  He  professed  his 
utter  contempt  for  those  whose  ambition  extended  to  nothing 
n^ore  than  an  uniform,  and  was  fearful  if  he  adopted  it,  that  his 
own  pretensions  would  be  measured  b}  that  standard.  Never- 
theless, the  injunctions  were  t(;o    imperative  to  be  disregarded 

The  anecdote  may  be  thought  incompatible  with  the  gravity  of 
biography;  but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  no  anecd.  te  which 
pour!ravs  character  can  possibly  be  unimportant;  and  in  this  we 
see  indications  of  a  future  hero,  at  a  period  before  he  himself  was 
convcioiis  of  the  fact. 

The  Portsmouth  did  not  return  to  the  United  States  until  De- 
cember, 1800.  Burrows  now  became  sensible  of  the  necessity 
of  becomiiig  better  acquainted  with  his  preparatory  studies.  He 
applied  for  a  furlough,  and  devoted  himselt,  with  renewed  ardor, 
to  the  study  of  navigation.  In  this  short  interval  allowed  him, 
he  was  eminent!}  successful;  for  he  had,  in  his  first  cruise,  amass- 
ed much  practical  skill  and  knowledge,  which  he  was  able  tc 
systematize  when  he  became  more  familiar  with  the  rudiments 
and  elei,  ents  of  his  art.  This  cruise  was  attended  with  another 
benefit:  A  residence  in  France  had  conquered  his  own  antipathy, 
and  com  i>.c»  d  him  of  the  necessity  of  tue  repeated  injunction.? 
of  h\>  pareii',  to  become  ma.-:ter  of  that  lar.guage.  He  now  avail- 
cd  himself  of  such  opportunities  as  he  had  formerly  slighted  ;  auci 
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M  the  end,  he  was  able  to  converse  in  that  tongue  with  fluency 
and  ^race. 

From  the  year  1800  to  1803  he^served  on  board  different 
ships  of  war,  in  cruises  some  of  a  long  and  some  of  a  shorter 
date,  unimportant  so  far  as  regards  the  glory  of  the  navy.  This 
was,  notwithstanding,  a  necessary  school,  which  prepared  him  for 
more  important  services.  During  these  periods,  when  no  occa- 
sion was4)resented  for  the  exercise  of  the  high  and  heroic  quali- 
tie-,  his  habits  of  constitutional  reserve  were  his  predominant 
chariicteristics.  It  was  a  reserve  not  cold  and  repulsive.  He 
mingled  in  all  the  mirth,  conviviality,  and  good  humour  of  his 
comtades,  and  was  the  delight  and  charm  of  their  societ}'.  Still 
hi.<  heart,  in  the  midst  of  such  indulgencies,  remained  as  locked 
and  guarded  as  ever,  and  those  with  wnom  he  associated  could 
boah  no  more  of  his  confidence  than  those  who  were  strangers 
to  his  company.  It  at  length  became  a  proverb  among  his  asso- 
cia^cs,  that  of  a  person  whose  character  was  inscrutable,  as  little 
could  b'i  known  as  of  the  charactfr  of  Burrows. 

In  the  year  1803  he  was  ordered  to  go  on  board  the  frigate 
Constitution,  bound  to  the  Mediterranean,  commanded  by  Com- 
modore Preble.  This  gallant  otlficer  was  allowed  to  possess  an 
almost  intuitive  sagacity  in  the  discernment  of  character.  Under 
this  cold  and  repellant  exterior,  his  penetrating  eye  discerned 
higher  qualities.  He  saw  in  that  reserve  a  character  of  noble 
and  intrepid  daring,  which  was  only  waiting  a  proper  season  to 
break  forth  in  all  its  resplendance.  Under  these  impressions.  Bur- 
rows was  appointed  an  acting  lieutenant,  in  which  character  he 
served  during  the  Tripoline  war.  This  period  was  an  iiDportant 
era  in  our  naval  service.  In  proportion  to  the  smallnesa  of  the 
force  we  employed,  the  exercise  of  personal  skill  and  braverv  be- 
came more  indispensable.  We  have  to  regret  that  the  particu- 
lar part  acted  by  Lieutenant  Burrows  in  this  warfare  is  not 
known :  but  even  this  deficiency  of  information  forms  another 
trait  in  the  character  of  this  officer.  He  maintained,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  personal  exploits,  a  silence  the  most  guarded  and  per- 
tinacious. He  never  could  condescend  to  become  the  herald  of 
his  own  fame.  While  he  was  just  to  the  merits  of  his  brother 
oflficers,  he  was  unjust  to  his  own  ;  and  very  rarely,  indeed,  could 
he  be  induced  to  open  his  lips  upon  the  subject. 

As  every  thing  connected  with  the  Tripoline  war  has  now  be- 
come interesting,  the  following  anecdote  may  be  pardoned,  al- 
though not  immediately  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  the  present  bi- 
ography. 

After  the  burning  of  the  United  States'  frigate  Philadelphia,  by 
our  brave  countrymen,  the  cannon  belonging  to  her  were  after- 
wards weig^ned  up  by  the  Tripolitans,  and  planted  on  thtir  batte- 
ries^.    After  three  or  four  times  firing,  they  split  a<!nnder,  directly 
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in  the  breech,  leaving  part  of  the  pan  belonging  to  the  touch-hole^ 
on  each  side,  and  were  thus  rendered  perftctiv  useless  ever  a^ter. 
The  following  anecdotes  are  not  dej^titute  of  amusement: 
While  our  countrymen  were  prisoners  at  Tripoli,  an  American 
sailor,  who  vvai'ed  on  the  Bashaw,  took  a  peculiar  fancy  to  a  gnld 
cup^  from  whence  that  officer  drank  his  sherbert.  He  watched 
the  first  favourable  moment,  seized  the  cup,  secreted  it  in  his  bo- 
som, and,  as  he  was   departing,  he  was  detected  in    the  theft 

When  he  was  examined  in  the  presence  of  the  ba?haw,  he  cool- 
ly replied,  "  Your  excellency   must  know  that   I   have  sworn,  in 
every  possible  inanner  to  distress  the  enemies   of  my  country.''^ 
The  bashaw    was  so   struck  with  his  cold  intrepidit},  thai  he  suf- 
fered him  to  depart  without  punishment.  Another  of  the  American 
tars  having  done  some  slight  service  for  a  Jew,  received  a  draught 
of  wine  fiom  a  large  Jug,  by  way  of  compensation.     Honest  Jack 
\V3s  so  enanioured  with  the  wine,  that  he  seized  the  first  favour- 
.ible  moment  to  carry  off  the  jug.     He  related   the  adventure  to 
Hassan,  the  commander  ot  the  guard,  who,  for  a  stipend,  a?  usu- 
al, (which  was  nothing  more  than  the  empty  ju^,)  agiecd  to  pro- 
tect him.     The  Jt-w  discovered  the  theft,  applied  to  Hassan,  with 
a  description  of  the  person  on  whom  hi.^i  suspicion  alighted.     The 
ofiicer  swore  by  the  beard  of  Mahomet  to  punish  the  feKn,  and  or- 
dered   all  the  American  slaves  to  pass  in  review  before  the  Jew. 
Jack,  mean'^hile,  had  shifted  his  hat  and  jacket  with  a  messmate, 
and  partly  shutting   one  eye,  turned   the  back  part  of  the  iris  un- 
der his    lid.       With  the  greatest  unconcern  of    physiognomy    he 
passed  the  Jew,  who  seised  him,  examined  him  cautiously,  turn- 
ing  him  round  several  times,    and  finally  dismissed  him  ;  saying 
that  this   was  not  the  culprit,  as  he  only  had  one   eye :     but    the 
Jew  was  ready  to  swear,  upon  the  Pentateuch,  that  the  real  cul- 
prit   was  the  brother  of  this  sailor.       No  such  person    was  found 
notwithstanding,  and  the  righteous  judge  ordered  three  hundred 
lashes  to  be  inflicted  on  the  Jew,  for  thus  daring  to  inculpate  the 
character  of  an  innocent  man.  , 

One  of  the  crew  of  the  Philadelphia  having  obtained  a  piece 
of  Tripolitan  money,  made  a  mould,  into  which  copper  was  cast^ 
taken  from  the  bottom  of  that  frigate.  This  was  rubbed  over 
with  quicksilver,  and  coin  to  the  amount  of  three  or  four  hundred 
dollars  was  cast  before  the  deception  was  discovered.  One  of 
the  pieces  was  brought  to  the  bashaw,  who  declared  that  he 
could  do  nothing  with  the  Americans,  and  that  he  verily  believed 
them  to  be  devils  ! 

It  is  a  remaikable  truth,  that  whatever  was  known  of  Burrows, 
was  known  from  other  sources  than   himself  ;  in  confirmation  of 
which    remark,  we    will  mention  the  striking  fact,  that  none  are 
more  ignorant    of  the   personal  exploits   of  this  officer,  than    his    • 
own  immediate  relatives.     He  professed,  on  all  occasions,  his  con- 
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i.empt  ct  iliose  orliceis  who  embraced  every  opportunity  to  prc- 
clai'Vi  tbeii  own  mtrits,  and  fearing,  lest  he  should  be  guilt\  him- 
self of  tlie  vice  he  so  severely  reprobated  in  others,  he  renounced 
eonver^ation  on  such  subjects,  altogether. 

Ill  1807,  Lieutenant  Burrows  returned  from  Tripoli  to  his  na- 
tive country;  and  in  the  following  year  he  was  attached  to  the 
Philadelphia  station,  and  empUiyed  in  the  bay  and  river  Dela\.\  are, 
and  commander  of  gun  boat  No.  119.  It  became  then  his  duty 
to  enforce  a  rigid  observance  of  the  emba  go  law.  In  a  service 
at  (.Mice  so  delicate  and  invi:Jiou3,  he  exhibited  traits  of  character, 
which  insured  him  universal  applause. 

In  1809  he  was  ordered  to  join  the  frigate  President,  tinder 
Captain  Bainbridge.  From  this  ship  he  was  transferred  to  the 
sloop  of  war  Hornet  a?  first  lieutenant,  under  Captam  Hunt.  In 
a  dangerous  and  heavy  gale,  his  brother  officers  have  reported, 
that  by  his  superior  skill  and  intrepidity,  as  an  otiicer,  the  ship  and 
i^rew  were  both  preserved  from  what  they  deemed  inevitable  de- 
struction. 

In  his  promotion  to  a  lieutenancy,  he  had  the  mortification  to 
find  himself  out  ranked  by  his  junior  officers.  This  was  so  se- 
verely wounding  to  his  pride,  that  he  remonstrated  to  the  proper 
department  in  very  feeling  terms.  He  stated  that  he  was  now 
com.nanded  by  lieutenants  who  had  served  under  him  in  the  Tri- 
poline  war.  Errors  of  this  kind  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  re- 
dress, however  just  may  be  the  subject  of  complaint.  To  with- 
dravv  a  commission  from  an  individual  on  whom  it  is  conferred, 
to  d'^ciare  an  officer  unwortiiy  of  the  honour  thus  bestowed,  is  an 
outrage  of  the  same  character  as  to  wantonly  place  a  junior  over 
a  sen'or  officer.  Whether  objections  of  this  nature  weighed  with 
the  government  we  know  not;  but  certain  it  is,  the  remonttian' 
ces  of  Lieutenant  Burrows  for  redress  proved  ineffectual.  Find- 
ing that  there  was  no  prospect  of  having  his  complaints  listened 
to,  with  a  favourable  ear,  he  was  induced  to  tender  his  resigna- 
tion to  Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton,  at  the  time  of  that  gentleman's 
going  out  of  office.  This  resignation  was  not  accepted  by  go- 
vernment, and  Lieutenant  Burrows  liad  now  no  other  resource 
left,  than  to  bear  with  fortitude  what  he  was  unable  to  remedv. 
He  applied  to  the  government,  in  March  1812,  for  the  purpose  of 
prosecuting  a  voyage  to  India,  which  was  granted.  He  found 
this  indispensable,  as  his  circumstances  were,  at  this  time,  some- 
what embarrassed  ;  and  he  accordingly  went  on  board  the  ship 
Thomas  Penrose,  bound  to  Canton  from  Philadelphia,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Ansley  of  that  city.  On  the  return  passage 
the  ship  was  captured  and  carried  into  Barbadoes.  Lieutenant 
Burrows  arrived  in  the  United  States  on  his  parole,  in  June  1813, 
ind  in  tii^^  ?',rcpeding  month.  \va«  regularly  exchgnped. 
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Shortly  after  this  exchange.  Lieutenant  Burrovv«  was  ordered 
by  government  to  repair  to  Portsmouth,  Newhanipshire,  and  to 
take  the  command  of  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war  Eiitetpuze, 
then  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  sea.  His  mind  was  still  sore  with 
a  sense  of  his  unredressed  grievance,  on  the  subject  of  his  rank. 
But  the  prospect  of  active  service  gratified  his  master  passion, 
the  love  of  glory,  which  suspended,  for  a  season,  all  other  consi- 
derations. 

The  Enterprize  left  the  harbour  of  Portsmouth  on  the  6th  of 
September.  On  the  next  day  she  fell  in  with  and  captured  his 
Britannic  majesty's  brig  Boxer,  commanded  by  Captauj  Bl}th; 
and  the  action  terminated  in  the  death  of  the  commanders  of 
both  vessels,  as  detailed  in  the  preceding  pages. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Knterpnzii  and  Boxer  at  Portland, 
ihe  bodies  of  the  two  commahding  otficers.  Lieutenant  Burrows 
and  Captain  BIyth,  were  brought  on  shore  in  bargts,  rowed  at 
minute  strokes  by  masters  of  ships,  accompanied  by  most  of  the 
barges  and  boats  in  the  harbour,  while  minute  guns  were  fired 
from  the  two  vessels.  A  grand  procession  was  then  formed,  the 
corpse  cf  Burrows  preceding;  and  the  interment  took  place  with 
all  the  honours  that  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  the  place, 
-and  the  great  body  of  the  people  could  bestow.  The  crew  of  the 
Boxer  were  permitted  to  march  in  the  procession. 

This  pride  of  lofty  courtesy,  between  nations  at  war,  served  in 
some  measure  to  abate  the  miseries  with  v\hich  it  was  attended. 
It  produced  an  elevation  of  feeling,  and  every  American  partici- 
pated in  such  dignity,  when  he  contemplated  the  spectacle. 

Republics  have  been  reproached  with  ingratitude.  Let  us  fond- 
ly cherish  the  hope  that  such  an  imputation  will  not  alight  upon 
as.  The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  by  both 
houses  of  congress  : 

"  Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  hou5e  of  representatives  cf  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled.  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  present  to  the  nearest 
male  relation  of  Lieutenant  William  Burrows,  and  to  Lieutenant 
Edwin  R.  M'Call,  ot  the  brig  Enterprize,  a  gold  medal,  with 
suitable  emblems  and  devices;  and  a  silver  medaly  with  like  era- 
hsiems  and  devices,  to  each  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
aforesaid  vessel  ;  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
congress,  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
crew,  in  the  conflict  with  the  British  sloop  Boxer,  on  the  4th  of 
September,  1813.  And  the  president  is  also  requested  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  nearest  male  relation  of  Lieutenant  Burrows,  the 
deep  rigret  which  congress  feel  for  the  loss  of  that  valuable  offi- 
cer, who  died  in  the  arms  of  victory,  nobly  contending  for  hi6 
country's  rights  and  fame." 
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It  is  rare  to  find  a  character  iriore  distinctly  defined.  High- 
yninded  men  usual!}'  betray  their  predominant  ^vission  by  a  proud 
and  repellant  dignity  of  deportment.  They  manifest,  by  a  cold 
and  distant  reserve,  that  they  are  not,  as  Shakespeare  says,  enu- 
merated in  the  list  of  ordinary  men.  A  certain  jealous  sense  of  this 
dignity  prevents  colloquial  freedom,  and  renders  their  characters 
inaccessible  to  all  but  those  who  aspire  to  their  friendship.  Lieu- 
tenant Burrows,  with  all  his  habits  of  reserve,  appears  to  have 
had  nothing  of  this.  He  could  accommodate  himself  to  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  he  was  placed,  and  suspend  the  exercise  of 
his  darling  passion,  when  the  season  would  admit  of  its  indul- 
gence. At  sucli  times,  by  a  happy  mixture  of  humour  and  whim, 
he  was  able  to  extract  amusement  from  the  most  painful  and  re- 
luctant duty.  This  was  manifest  by  his  conduct  while  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  the  embargo  act.  His  higher  qualities  then 
availed  him  nothing,  and  he  laid  them  aside.  Those  who  fre- 
quented his  society  at  that  time,  beheld  in  him  nothing  but  the 
amiable  and  facetious  companion,  abounding  with  original  humour 
and  wit.  As  the  hour  of  danger  approximated,  ail  these  levities 
were  thrown  aside,  and  the  hero  was  left  in  his  proper  colours, 
sparkling  and  luminous.  His  orb,  emerging  from  the  light  and  spor- 
tive clouds  that  fitted  over  his  disk,  acquired,  from  the  surrounding 
shadows  of  death,  more  majesty  and  grandeur  of  lustre.  His  he- 
roism maintained  a  long  and  obstinate  contest  with  the  king  of 
terrors;  and  he  was  only  cold  and  insensible  to  the  charms  of 
glory,  when  he  was  invested  with  the  coldness  and  insensibility 
of  death.  [Port  Folio. 
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Cruise    of  Commodore   Rodgers Cruise  of  the  CongressT^.., 

Cruise  and  loss  of  the  Argus....Biography  of  Captain  allien. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  Commodore  Rodgers  put  to  sea  from  Bos- 
ton, in  the  President  frigate,  with  the  Congress  in  company.  It 
was  the  3cl  of  May  before  he  got  clear  of  the  bay.  In  the  after- 
noon of  that  day,  while  in  chase  of  a  British  brig  of  war,  near  tli« 
shoal  of  George's  Bank,  he  passed  to  windward  of  three  sail,  one 
of  which  was  supposed  to  be  the  La  Hogue  74,  the  other  the 
Nymphe  frigate,  and  the  third,  a  merchant  brig.  He  continued 
in  the  direction  of  the  southern  edge  of  the  Gulph  stream  until 
the  ?5th  of  May,  in  long.  60,  W.  lat.  39  deg.  30  min.  N.  when 
he  parted  from  the  Congress.  After  which  he  shaped  his  course 
as  nearly  as  the  wind  would  permit,  to  intercept  the  British  Wt>L 
India  vessels,  passing  to  the  southward  of  tiie  Grarsd  Bank.     ?■?  >i 


"12  biv£rcHLi,OF 

'neeting  w'ith  ajij  Ihing,  he  changed  liis  ccr.rsc  to  tlie  nortiuvaic;. 
Having  reached  the  48th  degree  of  N.  lat.  he  steered  for  ilie  A- 
•iorej;,  oil' which  he  continued  in  different  directions  till  the  fith  of 
June,  without  meeting  any  British  vessels.  Being  infornucJ  by 
an  American  vessel,  that  four  days  previous  she  had  passed  a  Bri- 
tish convo}'  from  the  West  Indies,  the  commodore  crowded  all 
sail  in  chase  to  N.  E.  Thougli  disappointed  in  falling  in  with  Xhv 
convov,  he  nevertheless  captured  four  vessels. 

Being  tlien  in  lat.  46  N.  long.  28  VV.  he  determined  to  proceed 
to  the  Nortii  Sea.  He  however  did  net  met  t  with  a  single  ves 
sel  until  olT  the  Shetland  Islands,  and  those  he  there  met  with 
were  Danish,  under  British  licence.  His  water  and  provisions 
being  now  nearly  exhausted,  he  put  into  North  Bergen,  in  Nor- 
wav,  on  the  27th  of  June.  A  scarcity  in  the  country  prevented 
liis  obtaining  provisions.  After  having  filled  his  casks  with  water, 
he  departed  on  the  2d  of  July,  towards  tiie  Orkney  Islands,  and 
thence  toward  the  North  Cape,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  a 
convoy  of  25  or  30  sail,  which,  it  was  said,  would  leave  Archan- 
gel about  the  middle  of  July,  under  the  protection  of  two  sloops 
of  war.  This  w^as  confirmed  by  two  vessels  he  captured  on  the 
18th  of  the  same  month.  In  thi?,  however,  the  commodore  was 
disappointed  by  a  74  and  frigate  making  their  appearance  ofT 
North  Cape  on  the  19th  of  July,  just  as  he  was  in  momf-ntyry 
expectation  of  meeting  the  convoy.  On  first  discovering  these 
two  vessels,  owing  to  the  haziness  of  the  weather,  he  could  not  as- 
certain their  character  %vith  precision.  He  accordingly  stood  to- 
wards them  until  he  discovered  their  strength,  when  he  haled  b}' 
\'.\c  wind  on  the  opposite  tack  to  avoid  them.  But  owing  to  faint 
variable  winds,  and  light  for  an  entire  day,  for  in  that  latitude 
and  season  the  sun  appeared  above  the  horizon  .at  midnight,  the 
British  vessels  were  enabled  to  continue  the  chase  upwards  of  80 
'nours.  At  times,  owing  to  changes  of  the  wind  in  favour  of  the 
British  vessels,  they  were  brought  near  to  the  President.  Whei^ 
hcse  ve.-^sels  gave  chase  to  the  President,  the  privateer  Scourge 
of  New-York"  was  in  company,  but  so  intent  were  the  British  in 
their  chase  of  the  former,  that  the  latter  escaped. 

Having  but  a  very  small  quantity  of  provisions  on  board  his 
vessel.  Commodore  Pvodgers  determined  to  proceed  to  a  more 
westerly  station  after  having  escaped  from  the  superior  British 
force  that  so  long  chased  him.  He  accordingly  steered  to  inter- 
cept the  trade  passing  out  of  and  into  the  Irish  channel,  where  on 
the  25t!i  of  July  and  2d  of  August  he  made  three  captures;  but 
receiving  information  that  the  British  had  a  superior  force  in  the 
vicinitv,  he  deemed  it  expedient  to  change  his  cruizmg  ground. 
After  having  made  a  circuit  round  Ireland,  and  having  come  into 
the  latitude  of  Cape  Clear,  he  steered  for  the  Banks  of  Newf'.und- 
'd.'v-.  near  to  which  he  caotu'ed   two  more  vessels:  from  one  or 
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tiiese  he  obtniiicd  information  that  the  Bellerophon,  a  74,  and  the 
Hyperion  fiigafe,  were  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  bank,  only  a 
few  miles  to  the  westward  of  him.  He  however  did  not  fall  in 
■".vith  them.  From  this  place  the  Commodore  directed  his  cruize 
to  the  United  States,  without  seeing  a  single  vessel  until  the  22d 
of  September,  when,  being  near  the  south  shoal  of  Nantucket,  he 
iTjet  with  a  Swedish  brig,  and  American  cartel.  By  this  time  the 
provisions,  and  particularly  the  bread  on  board  the  President, 
were  so  nearly  expended,  that  it  became  indispensably  necessa- 
ry for  the  commodore  to  put  into  the  iirst  convenient  port,  after 
obtaining  information  of  the  position  of  the  British  cruisers.  This 
he  obtained  by  the  capture  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  schooner 
High  Flyer,  on  the  23d,  with  which  vessel  he  arrived  safe  at 
Newport. 

During  this  cruize  Commodore  Rodgers  captured  12  vessels, 
of  which  the  crews  amounted  to  271  persons.  He  rendered  very 
effectual  service  to  his  country  by  harrassing  the  British  commerce, 
and  forcing  them  to  detach  a  great  number  of  their  vessels  ol 
war  in  an  unsuccessful  pursuit. 

Cruise  of  the  Con^^r<'55..^.Captain  Smith,  of  the  Congress,  after 
parting  with  Commodore  Rodgers,  on  the  8th  of  May,  proceeded 
in  a  circuitous  direction,  to  the  south-east,  crossing  the  equator, 
parsing  the  north  ^-ast  coast  of  Brazil,  and  thence  homeward. 
During  Ins  cruise,  a  number  of  neutral  vessels  were  brought  to 
and  examinnd,  and  three  valuable  vessels  of  the  enemy  captur- 
ed ;  two  of  which  were  destroyed,  after  taking  out  the  most  val- 
uable part  of  their  cargoes  ;  and  the  other  given  up  to  the  prison- 
ers, who  were  paroled.  Captain  Smith  arrived  in  Portsmouth 
harbour  on  the  l4th  December. 

Cruise  and  loss  of  the  Ar^us In  May,  1813,  Captain  Allen 

of  the  United  States'  brig  Argus  sailed  from  this  country  for  France, 
having  on  board  Mr.  Crawford,  our  minister  to  that  court ;  where 

he  arrived  in   the   short  passage   of  23  days during  which  time 

he  captured  and  destroyed  a  valuable  British  schooner  of  6  guns. 

After  having  remained  at  L'Orient  a  few  days,  he  proceeded 
on  a  cruise  in  the  British  channel,  where  he  captured  20  English 
vessels ;  the  crews  of  which,  Capt.  Allen  treated  with  humanity 
and  generosity.  On  the  14th  of  August,  being  in  lat.  52  deg. 
15  min.  north,  long  5.  50.  west,  he  discovered  at  4  o'clock  A. 
M.  a  large  brig  of  war  standing  down  under  a  press  of  sail  upon 
the  weather  quarter  of  the  argus,  the  wind  being  at  the  south, 
ind  the  Argus  close  haled  on  the  starboard  tack.  Captain  Allen 
.mmediateiy  prepared  to  receive  her ;  and  being  unable  to  get 
the  weathergage,  he  shortened  sail  and  gave  her  an  opportunity 
^'f  closing.  At  6  o'clock,  the  brig  having  disolaved  Eof^lish  col- 
2  R 
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ours,  the  Argus  iioisled  the  American  flag,  wore  round,  and  gavs 
her  the  larboard  broadside,  (being  at  this  time  within  grape  dis- 
tance) which  was  returned,  and  the  action  commenced  within 
the  range  of  musketry.  At  a  few  minutes  past  6,  Captain  Allen 
was  wounded,  and  being  much  exhausted  by  the  loss  of  blood, 
was  taken  below;  at  which  time,  the  Argus  had  lost  her  main 
braces,  main  spring-slay,  gaff,  and  try-sail-mast,  and  shortly  after 
hcr  sprit-sail-yard  and  the  principal  part  of  the  rigging  on  the  lar- 
board side  of  the  fore-mast.  At  this  time,  Lieut.  Watson,  upon 
whom  the  command  of  the  Argus  then  devoh^ed,  after  Captain 
Allen  was  carried  below,  received  a  wound  on  the  head  from  a 
grape  shot,  which  for  a  time  rendered  him  incapable  of  attending 
to  duty,  and  he  was  also  carried  below.  The  command,  at  this 
time,  devolved  op  Lieut.  Allen  ;  and  the  enemy  being  on  the 
weather  quarter  of  the  Argus,  edged  off  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting under  her  stern  ;  but  the  Argus  frustrated  his  attempi,  by 
giving  him  a  broad  side.  At  about  half  past  6,  the  Argus  having 
lost  the  use  of  her  after-sails,  fell  before  the  wind,  when  the  ene- 
my succeeded  in  passing  her  stern,  and  ranged  upon  the  starboard 
side.  At  this  time,  the  wheel-ropes  and  rigging  of  every  de- 
scription, beign  shot  away,  the  ji^rgus  became  unmanageable  ;  and 
the  enemy  not  having  sustained  any  apparent  damage,  had  it 
completely  in  his  power  to  choose  a  position.  By  this  advantage 
he  profiled,  and  continued  to  play  upon  her  starboard  quarter,  oC- 
cosionally  shifting  his  situation,  when  Lieut.  Watson  returned  to 
the  deck,  and  prepared  to  board  the  enemy  :  but,  in  consequence 
cf  the  shattered  condition  of  the  Argus,  was  unable  to  effect  it. 
After  this,  the  enemy  continued  a  raking  fire,  which  the  Argun 
could  but  faintly  oppose;  her  guns  being  much  disabled,  and 
seldom  brought  to  bear;  and  having  suffered  much  in  hull 
and  rigging,  as  also  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  being  exposed  to 
a  gf'lling  fire,  which  from  the  enemy's  ability  to  manage,  she  could 
not  avoid,  Lieut.  Watson  deemed  it  necessary  to  surrender  :  and 
was  taken  possession  of  by  the  British  sloop  Pelican,  of  21  car- 
liage  guns,  viz.  sixteen  32  pound  carronades,  four  long  6's,  and 
one  12  pound  carronadc,  commanded  by  Capt.  Maples  The  Ar 
gus  carried  eighteen  24  pounders,  and  two  long  12's. 

The  loss  on  board  the  Argus  was  6  killed  and  12  wounded.... 
5  of  whom  have  since  died,  including  her  brave  commander,  who 
lost  his  leg  at  the  second  broadside,  and  died  the  next  day. 

The  loss  onboard  the  Pelican,  as  stated  in  the  British  ofliicial 
account,  was  eight,  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  Pelican  was,  in  eveiy  respect,  a  superior  vessel  to  the  Ar- 
gus: she  was  of  485  tons  burden.  Pier  shot  in  pounds  was  660. 
The  burden  of  the  Argus  was  298  tons;  her  shot  5n  pounds 
402. 
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BiograpJnj  of  Captain  Allen William  Henry  Allen, 

^vhom  it  has  become  our  painful  duty  to  notice,  was  born  at 
Providence,  Rhode-Island,  on  the  21st  day  of  October,  1784. 
His  father,  William  Allen,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolu- 
tionary troubles,  was  appointed  a  lieutenant  in  the  army.  He 
continued  in  the  army  until  the  restoration  of  peace,  and 
commanded  the  Rhode-Island  line  of  troops  at  the  battle  of 
Saratoga,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  major.  He 
was  present  and  actively  engaged  in  most  of  the  battles  which 
were  fought  during  our  revolutionary  war ;  and,  in  1786,  was 
appointed  by  congress,  senior  officer  of  the  legionary  corps  raised 
in  Rhode-Island.  In  the  year  1799,  he  was  appointed,  by  the  le- 
gislature of  that  state,  brigadier-general  of  militia. 

Although  it  is  not  a  subject  immediately  connected  with  the 
present  biographical  sketch,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  state, 
that  Major  Allen  had,  for  a  short  time,  the  charge  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Andre.  He  sat  up  with  him  the  whole  night  previous  to 
his  execution.  Andre  conversed  with  him  on  a  variety  of  sub- 
jects, in  which  he  uniformly  spoke  of  the  American  character  in 
terms  of  the  strongest  respect,  and  expressed  his  gratitude  for 
the  kindness  and  delicacy  with  which  he  was  treated  duiing  his 
confinement.  So  afiecting  was  the  interview  to  Major  Ailenj, 
that  to  this  day,  he  cannot  relate  the  circumstances  without  great 
emotion. 

The  mother  of  William  Henry  Allen  was  the  sister  of  the  pre- 
sent governor  of  Rhode  Island.  It  was  the  intention  of  his  pa- 
rents, that  Henry  should  have  received  a  liberal  education  ;  and 
he  went  through  the  preparatory  studies.  He  panted,  however, 
for  more  active  life;  and,  notwithstanding  the  pressing  remon- 
strances of  his  parents,  he  entered  the  navy,  as  a  midshipman,  in 
May,  1800. 

In  three  months  after  his  appointment,  he  was  ordered  on 
board  the  frigate  George  Washington,  commanded  by  Captain 
Bainbridge,  to  carry  presents  to  the  dey  of  Algiers.  On  his  de- 
parture he  writes  to  his  father,  "  I  now  bid  you  a  short  adiea,-; 
but  should  it  be  the  last,  you  shall  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear 
of  my  good  conduct  in  my  station  as  an  officer  and  as  a  gentle- 
man." This  cruise  was  attended  with  peculiarity  of  incident. 
The  demand  of  the  dey  of  Algeirs,  that  the  frigate  should  be  em- 
ployed in  carrying  his  presents  to  the  grand  geignior  of  Constan- 
tinople, and  the  unavailing  reluctance  and  remonstrances  of  Cap- 
tain Bainbridge,  are  circumstances  generally  known.  It  was  the 
iirst  time  that  the  flag  of  an  American  frigate  had  waved  in  the 
harbour  of  Constantinople.  The  fine  order  of  the  ship,  and  the 
excellent  discipline  observed  among  the  officers  and  men,  tended 
to  impress  very  high  ideas  of  the  American  character,  in  a  quarter 
of  the  world  where,  before,  it  was  unknown. 
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Coir/.  Baiubrid^je  icluiiied  to  America  ou  (he  19ih  uf  Apriiy 
5  801,  when  a  reduction  of  the  navy  ensued.  In  eight  days  after 
the  return  of  the  fubjcct  of  the  present  memoir,  and  while  he 
was  solacing  himself  in  the  liope  of  once  more  visiting  his  family 
and  friends,  he  was  ordered  on  board  the  Pliiladelphia,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Barron,  to  scour  the  Mediterranean  sea 
again.  He  bade  to  his  friends  a  cordial  adieu,  and  entered  on  the 
service  with  that  promptitude  that  ever  distinguished  him.  No- 
thing material  transpired  during  the  cruise.  The  ship  returned 
to  the  United  States  on  the  27lh  of  June,  1802.  For  the  first 
time,  after  his  entry  into  the  service  of  his  country,  was  he  now- 
enabled  to  enjoy  the  society  of  his  friends,  and  to  visit  his  pater- 
naf  abode.  This,  however,  was  but  a  short  repose  allowed  him 
for  the  fatigues  and  naval  service,  for  in  October,  1802,  he  sailed 
in  the  frigate  John  Adams,  commanded  by  Capiain  Rodgers,  to 
visit,  for  the  third  time,  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean.  From 
his  letters,  during  this  period,  we   shall  make  only  two  extracts: 

"During  our  stay  at  Malta,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting 
most  of  the  public  buildings  ;  and  amongst  the  rest,  the  superb 
church  of  St.  John.  The  floor  is  laid  in  different  coloured  mar- 
ble, in  Mosaic,  representing  tomb-stones  of  the  different  knijS'hts 
who  distinguished  themselves  in  fighting  and  in  falling  in  defence 
of  Christianity,  against  the  infidels.  On  every  side  there  is  a 
Latin  inscription,  describing  his  death.  The  walls  are  hung  with 
the  most  superbly  em.broidered  tapestry,  representing  the  birth, 
crucifixion  and  ascension  of  our  Saviour.  The  death  of  the  saints 
is  likewise  represented  in  the  same  manner,  and  they  appear  like 
the  most  beautifjl  paintings.  The  wings  are  divided  into  chapels, 
and  here  they  sIjow  us  crosses  and  saints  in  abundance,  and  the 
rich  attire  of  the  bishops  and  clergy,  embroidered  with  gold.  In 
an  inner  chapel  we  were  shown  a  number  of  relics,  one  of 
which  they  declared  was  a  fragment  of  the  cross  on  which  our 
Saviour  was  crucified  ;  another  was  the  palm  of  the  hand   of  St. 

John.     The  body  of  St.   Clement  was  exposed,  lying  in  state 

This   was  a  room  that    the  French  soldiers  did  not  penetrate  :  it 
is  said  that  they  robbed  this  church  of  half  a  million." 

During  this  voyage,  b.e  was  informed,  by  his  correspondent, 
of  a  report,  which  afterwards  proved  unfounded,  that  a  younger 
officer  was  advanced  over  his  head.  This  was  the  manly  reply 
of  a  boy  of  seventeen:  "I  am  too  well  grounded  in  old  princi- 
ples to  mind  such  assaults  now.  If  the  government  decide  thu», 
i  can  say  amen,  with  all  my  heart." 

Comrnodore  Rodgers  returned  from  his  cruise  in  December,. 
1803. 
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Early  in  the  year  1804,  Allen  was  ordered  on  board  the  frigate 
Congress,  lying  at  Washington,  of  which  he  was  appointed  sail- 
ing master.  This  frigate  sailed  on  the  fir$t  of  July,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Rodgers,  for  the  Mediterranean.  On  the 
outward  bound  passage,  while  the  ship  was  lying  to,  in  a  violent 
gale,  Allen  was  on  the  foreyard  assisting  tlie  sailors  in  taking  in 
a  retf.  Letting  fall  that  part  of  the  sail  on  which  he  had  hold^^ 
he  was  precipitated  head-long  into  the  sea,  to  the  depth  of  twenty 
feet,  passing  in  his  fall  very  near  the  anchor  on  the  bow.  Fortu- 
nately he  arose  near  the  mizen  chains,  and  by  taking  hold  of 
them,  narrowly  escaped  inevitable  death,  as  the  ship  was  then 
drifting  very  fast.  While  cruising  off  the  coast  of  Tripoli,  Capt. 
Rodgers  intended,  if  the  command  should  have  devolved  on  him, 
in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Commodore  Barron,  an  attack 
on  that  place.  He  took  Allen  with  him  in  the  schooner  to  take 
the  soundings,  preparatory  to  the  anticipated  assault.  They  en- 
tered the  harbour  with  muffled  oars  ;  and,  after  taking  a  sound- 
ing, and  complete  survey,  they  passed  so  near  the  Tripoline  gun- 
boats, that  they  distinctly  heard  the  men  conversing  below.  They 
also  heard  the  sentinels  on  the  walls  of  the  battery  conversing  to- 
gether. As  they  were  returning  from  the  harbour,  a  heavy  gale 
sprang  up,  and  they  had  a  narrow  escape  to  the  Nautilus,  which 
vessel  was  then  in  the  very  act  of  leaving  her  position.  During 
this  cruise,  which  extended  from  1804  to  1806,  Allen  thus  writes 
to  his  correspondent : 

"  I  was,  while  at  Lisbon,  witness  to  a  very  ludicrous  ceremo- 
ny. My  ears  were  saluted  by  the  hoarse  chaunting  of  some  Por- 
tuguese sailors,  and  I  perceived  about  twenty  in  number  approach- 
ing, bearing  a  large  topsail,  barefoot,  with  their  hats  in  their 
hands,  into  which  the  multitude  would,  now  and  then,  drop  a  six 
pence,  to  save  their  souls  from  purgatory.  On  inquiry,  I  was  in- 
formed, that  it  was  a  custom  amongst  them,  when  overtaken  by 
a  violent  gale  at  sea,  instead  of  trusting  to  their  own  exertions, 
to  offer  up  their  prayers  to  their  guardian  saint,  and  to  promise 
him  the  best  sail  in  the  ship,  if  he  would  condescend  to  protect 
them  from  the  dangers  of  the  element.  The  topsail  was  then 
taken  to  the  church,  in  the  manner  described,  laid  at  the  foot  of 
the  altar,  and  dedicated  to  the  saint.  It  was  then  appraised  by 
an  old  friar,  who,  unwilling  to  distress  the  votaries  of  old  mothe: 
Church,  accepted,  as  an  equivalent,  in  money,  one  half  of  its  no- 
minal value.  The  saint  has,  by  this  time  become  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  the  value  of  sail  cloth." 

In  the  month  of  October,  1805,  Captain  Rodgers  removed  tp 
the  frigate  Constitution,  and  assumed  the  command  of  the  squad- 
ron, in   consequence  of  the  return  of  Captain  Barron  to  the  U. 
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States.  Mr.  Allen  also  removed  to  the  Coustitutioii,  and  wa? 
promoted  to  a  lieutenancy.  In  a  cruise  off  Capanea,  Lieutenant 
Allen,  in  company  with  Commodore  Rodgers,  visited  Mount  lEt- 
ria.  Ascending  the  south  side  of  the  mountain,  the  wind,  while 
blowing  from  the  north,  covered  that  side  of  tlieir  bodies  exposed 
to  its  violence,  with  frost,  while  the  other  remained  perfectlv 
!ree.  Descending,  they  lost  their  way  amongst  fields  of  lava, 
but  were  found  by  the  monks  in  the  convents  below.  Lieutenant 
Allen  likewise  visited  Mount  Vesuvius,  and  the  cities  of  Hercula- 
neum  and  Pompeia-  He  served  as  third  lieutenant  on  board  the 
Constitution,  and  returned  in  that  frigate  to  the  United  States  m 
the  year   1806. 

During  these  several  cruises  to  the  Mediterranean,  although 
nothing  transpired  on  board  the  frigates  where  Lieutenant  Allen 
was  stationed,  that  might  fairly  be  denominated  naval  glory,  stiii 
a  peculiarity  of  circumstances  gave  a  lofty  and  elevated  tone  to 
the  feelings  of  all  the  officers.  An  American  squadron  in  the 
•waters  of  the  Mediterranean,  was  itself  a  novelty.  That  squad- 
ron was  small,  and  it  was  destined  to  pass  under  the  riview  and 
strict  scrutiny  of  English  ships  of  war,  occasionally  stationed  in 
those  seas,  and  passing  the  straits  of  Gibraltar.  Personal  couragCj 
skill  and  correctness  of  discipline,  could  alone  ensure  them  re- 
spect in  a  company  so  illustrious ;  and  to  these  points  all  their  ef- 
forts were  directed.  They  felt  the  high  responsibility  attached  to 
their  station  ;  and  knowing  how  important  the  first  impression  of 
a  national  chaiacter  was,  they  acted  up  to  that  dignity  which 
the  occasio}]  required. 

After  this  long  and  fatiguing  cruise,  he  was  permitted,  for  ■? 
short  time,  to  visit  his  friends  and  relations  in  Providence.  In 
February,  1807,  he  received  orders  from  government  to  join  the 
frigate  Ciiesapeake,  commanded  by  Captam  Barron,  then  fitting 
out  for  the  straits.  He  remained  at  Philadelphia  while  the  ship 
was  preparing  for  sea,  during  which  time  he  was  busily  employ 
ed  in  recruiting  men  for  the  service,  and  then  entered  as  third 
lieutenant. 

The  circumstances  preceding  and  succeeding  the  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake,  by  the  Leopard,  were  handsomely  delineated  by 
Lieutenant  Allen,  in  a  letter  to  a  correspondent.  In  this  letter 
he  expressed  his  abhorrence  at  the  conduct  of  the  officer  having 
command  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  tamely  submitting  to  the  indig- 
nities offered  by  the  Leopard.  He  drew  up  a  letter  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  demanding  a  court  of  inquiry  to  be  called  upon 
the  captain  ;  which  was  signed  by  four  ether  lieutenants  and  the 
sailing-master.  The  secretary  replied,  "  thai  their  communica- 
tion did  them  honour,  and  their  request  should  be  properly  atten- 
ded to."  It  is  difficult  to  cenceive  of  the  excoriated  state  of 
Lieutenant  Allen's  mind  at  this  time.     Words  seemed  hardlvade- 
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^uate  to  express  the  indignation  he  felt  at  the  scenes  he  had  wit- 
nessed. To  have  the  flag  of  his  nation  disgraced;  and  to  suffer 
the  wrongs  cf  his  bleeding  countrymen  to  go  unavenged,  was 
too  humiliating  for  his  noble  spirit  to  brook.  In  a  letter  to  his  fa- 
ther, he  says,  '*  If  I  am  acquitted  honourably,  (in  other  words,  if 
Commodore  Barron  is  condemned,)  you  may  see  me  again  ;  if 
not,  never."  "  We  lay  here,"  says  he,  in  another  letter,  "  ready, 
at  a  moment's  warning,  to  wipe  from  our  flag  that  disgrace  that- 
has  been  detailed  upon  it  by  our  blood.  When  1  suffer  my  me- 
mory to  dwell  on  this,  1  feel  that  I  can  trifle  with  my  existence 
at  pleasure."  At  length  this  question  was  put  to  rest  by  the  con- 
demnation of  Barron,  on  which  Lieutenant  Allen  makes  this  dry 
remark:  "How  the  court  can  reconcile  some  of  the  passages  of 
their  opinion  with  others,  I  know  not,  unless  coxvardice  can  be 
divided  into  two  kinds,  personal  and  ot^clai." 

Intrepidity,  however,  exposes  o*ily  a  part  of  the  character  of 
Lieutenant  Allen  ;  his  private  affections  were  as  warm  as  his 
public.  While  his  mind  was  inflamed  by  a  sense  of  indignant  sen- 
sibility, he  was  pourhig  into  the  ear  of  masculine  confidence  the 
complaints  of  his  lacerated  mind  ;  letters  of  the  same  date,  to  a 
female  friend,  are  replete  with  domestic  tenderness  and  affection. 
With  this  correspondence  all  is  quiet  and  serenity ;  he  enters  in- 
to all  the  levity  of  ordinary  converse,  and  seems  as  anxious  to 
veil  his  heroic  and  indignant  passions,  as  if  this  indulgence  was 
criminal  in  such  intercourse. 

Not  one  of  the  subordinate  oflficers  was  more  decidedly  oppos- 
ed to  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Barron,  than  Lieutenant  Allen  ; 
yet  such  was  the  uniform  correctness,  propriety  and  delicacy  of 
his  conduct,  that  he  commanded  the  esteem  of  that  officer's  most 
sanguine  adherents.  With  the  officers  on  board  the  Chesapeake, 
he  was  a  peculiar  favourite. 

During  the  time  of  the  embargo,  the  Chesapeake,  to  which  he 
was  still  attached,  cruised  off  Block  Island,  and  captured  several 
vessels  violating  that  law.  From  motives  of  delicacy  he  desired 
to  be  excused,  and  was  excused  from  boarding  any  vessel  belong- 
ing to  his  native  state.  In  a  letter  on  this  subject,  he  says,  "  I 
knew   that  I  should   be  compelled    to  detain   such  vessels  for  thf^ 

most  trivial  article,  and  this  would  have  wounded  my  feelings 

Even  had  I  met  those  which  I  could  have  suffered  to  pass,  f 
might  have  laboured  under  unjust  suspicions,  when  other  officers 
might  be  equally  just  without  such  imputations." 

Lieutenant  Allen  remained  in  the  Chesapeake,  in  this  service, 
until  February,  1809,  when  he  was  ordered,  by  the  government, 
fo  join  the  frigate  United  States,  while  lying  at  Washington,  un 
der  the  command  of  Commodore  Decatur.  The  commodore  wa-^ 
himself  absent,  and  the  equipping  of  the  frigate  was  a  duty  thai 
<^>,volved  on  the  first  lieutenant,  who  was  not,  for  the  space  c: 
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two  TTionlh?,  abacjjt  iVoin  the  navy  yard.  This  ship  lay  a  part  of 
The  time  at  Norfolk,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  uas  engaged 
in  short  cruises  on  the  coast,  until  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Great  Britain  in  1812. 

Shortly  after,  the  frigate  United  States  sailed  upon  a  cruise, 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  Macedonian.  Id  the  action 
between  tlie  two  vesstiF,  Lieutenant  Allen  bore  a  conspicuous 
part.  His  share  in  the  glorious  conflict  cannot  be  better  express- 
ed than  in  the  words  of  Commodore  Decatur  himself.  "It 
would  be  unjust  in  me,  (says  this  gallant  officer,)  to  discriminate, 
where  all  met  my  fullest  expectations.  Permit  me,  however,  to 
recommend  to  the  particular  notice  cf  the  secretary,  my  first 
lieutenant,  William  H.  Allen,  who  has  terved  with  me  upwards 
of  five  years ;  and  to  his  unremitted  exertions,  in  disciplining  the 
crew,  is  to  be  imputed  the  obvious  superiority  of  our  gunnery,  ex- 
hibited in  this  contest." 

To  Lieutenant  Allen  was  entrusted  the  honourable  charge  of 
bringing  the  prize  into  port,  and  she  safely  arrived  in  the  harbour 
of  Newyork,  amid  the  entliusiastic  gratulations  of  our  country- 
uien.  The  corporation  and  citizens  of  the  city  honoured  him 
^nd  his  commander  with  a  splendid  and  superb  festival ;  and  the 
legislatures  of  Rhode-Island  and  Virginia  presented  him  with  a 
sword,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  sense,  in  commemoration  of  his 
gallant  services. 

After  this.  Lieutenant  A-lIen  was  allowed  some  little  respite 
from  the  naval  service  ;  he  visited  his  native  land,  and  received 
the  kind  congratulations  of  his  relatives  and  friends,  in  the  bosom 
of  his  paternal  abode.  This  report  was,  however,  but  of  short 
duration ;  the  strong  and  imperious  calls  of  his  country  once 
more  summoned  him  to  active  duty. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  Macedonian  at  Newyork,  the 
Argus  returned  to  that  port  commanded  by  Captain  Sinclair.  He 
obtained  leave  to  visit  his  friends ;  and  by  order  of  Com.  De- 
catur, Lieutenant  Allen  took  the  command.  He  thoroughly  re- 
paired the  vessel^  and  received  an  order  from  the  commodore  to 
go  in  quest  of  a  British  brig  of  war,  reported  to  be  in  the  sound. 
The  whole  crew  of  the  Hornet,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Shu- 
brick,  volunteered  their  services.  He  remained  in  the  sound  for 
the  space  of  a  week,  without  meeting  with  the  enemy,  when  he 
received  the  orders  of  the  commodore  to  return. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Barlow,  our  minister  to  the  court  of 
France,  our  government  deemed  it  expedient  to  renew  the  nego- 
ciation.  Mr.  Crawford  was  appointed  as  his  successor;  and  the 
subject  of  tiie  present  memoir,  now  advanced  to  the  rank  of  mas- 
ter and  commander,  was  directed  to  take  conrimand  of  the  Ar- 
gus, and  to  conduct  our  minister  to  his  place  of  destination.  He 
;accepted  the  appointment  with   his  usual  promptitude,  c;od  sailed 
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vith  our  new  mii)isfer  for  France  He  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
$]i\df  tilt  vigilajTCt-  of  the  blockadiiig  squadron,  and  arrived  at 
the  port  of  L'Orient  in  twenty-three  days.  He  intorms  the  sec- 
retary of  the  navy,  in  his  letter  bearing  date  June  12,  1813,  that 
**  he  shall  immediately  proceed  to  put  in  execution  his  orders  as 
to  tiie  ulterior  purposes  of  his  destination." 

The  business  here,  which,  from  prudential  motives,  is  so  darkly 
hinted  at,  \vas  undoubtedly,  as  appears  from  the  sequel,  to  sail  in 
the  Irish  channel,  and  annoy  the  English  commerce.  This  ser- 
vice was  extremely  perilous ;  and  there  soemeci  scarcely  a  possi- 
bility of  escape.  It  was  a  service  lo  a  man  fond  of  glory,  pecu- 
liarly invidious.  Such  conquests  were  attended  with  no  honour; 
and  Captain  Allen,  in  ompliance  with  his  orders,  seemed  pecu- 
liarly solicitous,  in  the  discharge  of  this  unthankful  office,  to 
make  the  enemy  feel  and  confess  the  motives  by  which  he 
was  guided.  The  injury  which  he  did  to  the  British  commerce 
is,  in  some  of  their  papers,  estimated  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
lions. While  thus  employed  in  burning,  sinking  and  destroying 
the  enemy's  property.  Captain  Allen  was  peculiarly  careful  to  dis- 
tinguish his  character  from  those  who  depredated  for  selfish  pur- 
poses only.  The  property  of  the  passengers  was  sacied  from  hos« 
tility  ;  not  an  aiticle  of  that  kind  would  he  suffer  to  be  touched. 
The  passeugers  were  allowed  to  go  below,  and  to  take  what  they 
claimed  as  their  own,  and  no  hands  belonging  to  the  Argus  were 
permitted  to  inspect  them  while  they  were  emplo^'ed  in  so  doing. 
On  one  occasion,  when  a  passenger  had  lefr  his  sur*out  behind 
him,  it  was  sent  after  him  in  the  boat :  en  another  occasion.  Cap- 
tain Allen  ordered  one  of  his  hands,  who  was  detected  in  the  act 
of  some  petty  plunder  of  this  kind,  to  be  flogged  at  the  gangway. 
The  English  papers,  while  they  were  writhing  under  the  severe 
injuries  thus  inflicted,  were  unanimous  in  their  testimonials  of  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  this  gallant  officer,  for  the  humanity  and 
delicacy  with  which  he  performed  a  service  so  invidious.  Proba- 
bly no  action  of  his  life  could  more  plainly  distinguish  his  charac- 
ter than  this:  he  loved  danger  as  much  as  he  abhorred  to  plun- 
der the  defenceless. 

It  appeared  very  evident,  thai  if  prudence  was  consulted,  it 
was  his  imperious  duty  to  avoid  an  engagement.  The  damage 
which  he  might  have  done  the  enemy,  by  another  species  ot  war- 
fare, was  beyond  all  comparison  greater  than  by  risking  a  battle, 
even  if  fortune  had  decided  the  controversy  in  his  favour.  Even 
!i  victory  ensured  capture  ;  for  alone  and  uu'^uppoited  as  he  was, 
his  own  .ship  would,  in  all  human  probability,  suffer  material  in- 
jury, and  both  the  captured  and  the  captoV  become  the  prize  of 
one  of  the  many  frigates  then  swarming  in  the  English  channel. 
These  considf^rations,  however,  would  have  but  little  weignt  -uth 
him.  He  dec!  j--^  !,  f;-(;v";ous  to  his  setting  out,  that  he  would  run 
2  ? 
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from  no  two  masted  vessel.  Anxious  to  quit  himself  of  a  busi- 
ness which  he  so  much  disliked,  he  sought  an  opportunit}  to  act 
in  a  situation  more  congenial  to  his  feelings. 

Accordingly,  on  the  14th  of  August,  he  fell  in  with  his  Britan- 
jiic  niajesty's  sloop  of  war  Pelican  :  and,  after  a  severely  contest- 
ed  action,  the  Argus  was  compelled  to  surrender  ;  her  conu-iar.- 
der  having  received  a  severe  wound,  in  the  early  part  of  tht  en- 
gagement, which  finally  terminated  his  valuable  life. 

The  following  letter  from  John  Hawker,  esq.  cidevant  Ameri- 
can vice  consul,  will  speak  for  itself: 

Plymouth,  August  19f/z,  1813. 
Sir. ...The  station  I  have  had  the  honour  to  hold  for  many 
years  past,  of  American  vice-consul,  calls  forth  my  poignant  feel- 
ings in  the  communication  I  have  to  make  to  you  of  the  death  of 
your  son,  Captain  Allen,  late  commander  of  the  United  States 
brig  of  war  Argus,  which  vessel  was  captured  on  Saturday  last, 
in  the  Irish  channel,  after  a  very  sharp  action  of  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  by  his  Britannic  majesty's  ship  Pelican. 

Early  in  the  action  he  lost  his  left  leg,  but  refused  to  be  carried 
below,  till  from  loss  of  blood  he  fainted.  Messrs.  Edwards  an  d 
Deipby,  midshipmen,  and  four  seamen  were  killed  ;  and  Lieut, 
Watson,  the  carpenter,  boatswain,  boatswain's  mate,  and  seven 
men  wounded.  Captain  Allen  submitted  to  amputation  above 
the  knee,  while  at  sea.  He  was  yesterday  morning  attended 
by  very  eminent  surgical  gentlemen,  and  removed  from  the 
Argus  to  the  hospital,  where  every  possible  attention  and  assist- 
ance would  have  been  afforded  him  had  he  survived;  but  which 
was  not,  from  the  first  moment,  expected,  from  the  shattered 
.state  of  his  thigh.  At  eleven,  last  night,  he  breathed  his  last ! 
He  was  sensible,  at  intervals,  until  within  ten  minutes  of  his  dis- 
solution, when  he  sunk  exhausted,  and  expired  without  a  strug- 
gle !  His  lucid  intervals  were  very  cheerful,  and  he  was  satisfied 
and  fully  sensible  that  no  advice  or  assistance  would  be  wanting. 
A  detached  room  was  prepared  by  the  commissary  and  chief  sur- 
geon, and  female  attendants  engaged,  that  every  tenderness  and 
respect  might  be  experienced.  The  master,  purser,  surgeon,  and 
one  midshipman,  accompanied  Captain  Allen,  who  was  also  at- 
tended by  his  two  servants. 

1  have  communicated  and  arranged  with  the  officers  respecting 
the  funeral,  which  will  be  in  the  most  respectful,  and  at  the  same 
time  economical  manner.  The  port  admiral  has  signified  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  government,  that  it  be 
publicly  attended  by  olTicers  of  rank,  and  with  military  honours. 
The  time  fixed  for  procession  is  on  Saturday,  at  1 1,  A.  M.  A  lieu 
tcnant-coloiK  I's  guard  of  the  royal  marines  is  also  appointed.  A 
-vaipscoat  coffin  has  been  ordered  ;  on  the  breast  plate  of  which 
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Will  be  inscribed  as  below.*  Mr.  Delpliy,  one  of  the  midshipmen, 
who  lojt  both  legs,  anddied  at  sea,  was  buried  }'esterday  in  St. 
Audrtw's  churchyard.  I  have  requested  tliat  Captain  Allen  may 
be  buried  as  near  him,  on  the  right  (in  the  same  vault,  if  practica' 
blf,)  as  possible, 

I  remain,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant. 

(Signed)  JOHN  HAWKER, 

Cidevaut  American  vice-consul. 
To  Gen.  Allen,  &c.  kc.  kc.  Providence,  R.  I. 

Agreeably  to  previous  arrangement,  the  remains  of  the  depart- 
ed Alien  were  interred  at  Plymouth,  on  the  2lst  of  August,  with 
military  honours,  and  every  mark  of  respect  due  to  his  rank.  The 
flag  of  his  country,  under  which  he  fought,  was  placed  on  his  cof- 
fin, as  a  testimonial  of  the  valour  with  which  he  had  so  nobly 
strove  to  defend  it ;  and  his  body  was  deposited  at  the  right  of 
the  gallant  Delphy,  vvho  had  bled  and  suffered  with  him. 

Thus  lived  and  thus  died  William  Henry  Allen. 

By  the  company  and  conversation  of  the  elegant  and  polite, 
the  hard  and  severe  duties  of  the  sailor  acquired  a  sort  of  polish, 
and  his  character  presented  that  combination  of  gallantry,  grace 
and  intrepidity,  that  so  irresistably  attracts.  In  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, he  was  calm,  intrepid  and  persevering  ;  in  private  intercourse, 
guarded,  aflable  and  delicate.  Entering  into  the  navy  with 
large  and  expanded  ideas  of  honour,  the  perils  he  encountered, 
and  the  hard  services  he  endured,  consolidated  his  romantic  and 
floating  visions  into  rules  and  principles  of  action.  By  never 
lowering  his  lofty  standard  amidst  the  justle  of  contending  diffi- 
culties, he  at  length  arrived  at  it;  and  new  trials  served  only  to 
call  into  exercise  new  and  unexplored  resources  of  fortitude.  He 
had  so  long  forsaken  every  other  consideration  for  glory,  that  he 
finally  measured  his  life  by  this  standard,  and  felt  a  repulsive  an- 
tipathy to  whatever  fell  short  of  that  measure. 

There  has  seemed  a  sort  of  compact  among  our  naval  command 
ers,  never  to  quit  their  station  on  deck.  Allen,  in  his  mutilated 
state,  refused  to  be  carried  below,  and  fainted  on  the  deck  from 
loss  of  blood.  Lawrence  showed  the  same  determined  spirit,  and 
never  left  his  station  until  he  was  too  far  exhausted  by  his  wounds 
to  animate  his  men  by  his  example.  Burrows,  although  mortally 
wounded  at  his  quarters,  still  remained  at  his  post,  survived  the 
action,  and  there  received  the  sword  of  his  gallant  and  intrepid 
antagonist. 

'  I'ablet,  wlieieon  will  lie  rceoi-ded  the  name,  ran'  .  age  unil  charactt.!-  of  the  deceasLil.  ami  also 
il.<- niiilshi|niiaii.  will  b<!  I>'iicid  (iCU  can  I)-  coil  r!\t<r;  as  I  have  sugje itetl ;  hotJi  havinir'los 
..  ';        in  li^iuin  ■:  fnv  ihw  h-miiii  !)(" their  roiiutiv. 
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Till?  following  extract  from  Captain  Allen's  letter,  adciicsstd 
to  hh  lister,  will  show  the  character  of  t;>!,s  intrepid  officer  in  an 
amiaMe  light  : 

'f  When  you  shall  hear    that  I  have  ended    my  earthly  caree 
that  I  onl}'  exist   in    the   kind    remembrance   of  my  friends,  yoii 
will  forget  my    follie?,  forgive  mv  faults,  call  to  mind  some  little 
instances  dear  to  reflection,  to  excuse  your  love  for  me, and  shed 
one  tear  to  the  memory  of 

[Port  Folio.]  '  HENRY." 
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Blockade  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaivarc  hays Loss   of  the 

schooner  Lottery Loss  of  the  privateer  Dolphin...  .Burning 

of  Frcnchtoivu,  Havre-de-Grace ^  ^c Com.  Cassin's  Expedi- 
tion  Out7-ages  at  Hampton..... Attack  on  the  schooner  jisp.... 

Attempt  to   blow  up  a  British    74.. ..Attack   on   Lexvistoivn.... 

Blockade  of  Com.  Decatur's  squadron Capture  of  the   Ea~ 

rrle Private  armed  vessels List  of  British  vessels  captur- 
ed during  the  year  1813. 

In  the  early  part  of  1813,  the  British  government  declared  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Bays  to  be  m  a  state  of  blockade  ;  and 
a  squadron  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Warren,  was 
accordingly  sent  to  t!ic  entrance  of  the  Chesapeal:e,  to  enforct 
this  blockade. 

Loss  of  the   schooner   Lottery The    first  interesting    event 

which  arose  from  the  blockade,  was  the  affair  of  the  letter  oT 
marque  schooner  Lottery,  of  Baltimore.  '  This  vessel  mounted 
0  Si;uns,  and  had  a  crew  of  35  men.  In  sailing  out  of  the  Chesa- 
peake in  the  month  of  February,  she  was  attacked  by  nine  large 
British  boats,  having  on  board  240  well  armed  men.  She  sustain- 
ed their  united  attack  upvv;irds  of  an  hour  and  an  half;  when  the 
British  succeeded  in  boarding  her,  and  pulled  down  her  colours, 
the  British  in  this  affair,  lost  more  men  than  the  whole  crew  r 
the  Lottery. 

Loss  of  the  privateer  Dolphin On  the  3d  of  April,  the  priva- 
teer Dr.lphin,  of  Baltimore,  Captain  Stafford,  of  10  guns,  was  at- 
tacked b}  17  tenders  and  launches  from  the  British  squadron, 
manned  with  from  40  to  60  men  each.  The  contest  continued 
two  hours,  x\hen  the  enemv  succeeded  in  boarding.  They  were 
.wallantlv  met  bv  the   crew   of  the  Dolphin,   and  an  action  oflf^ 
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minutes  ensued  on    her  deck  ;  when  her  crew  was  overpowered, 
and  she  compelled  to  surieuf  er. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  a  party  of  the  British  blockading 
squadron  sailed  up  to  the  head  oi'  the  Chesapeake  bay,  where 
they  captured  and  destroyed  a  number  of  small  vessels. 

Burnincr  of  Frenchtoxvn,  Havre-de-Grace,  §~c About  the  com- 
mencement of  May,  a  large  party  of  British  marines  and  sailors, 
under  the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  Cockburn,  successfully  at- 
tacked the  villages  of  Frenchtown,  Havre  de-grace,  Georgetown 
and  Fredericktown.  Th.ese  places  were  situated  near  the  headof  the 
Chei'apeake,  and  contained  but  few  inhabitants.  They  of  course 
could  make  but  little  resistance  against  a  numerous  body  of  assail- 
ants. The  destruction  committed  by  the  British  in  these  places- 
was  wanton  in  the  extreme.  The  houses  were  set  on  fire.  The 
furniture  and  other  property  of  the  inhabitants  were  either  destroy- 
ed or  coin'eyed  on  board  their  vessels.  The  squadron  soon  af- 
ter returned  down  the  Chesapeake. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  Commodore  Cassin  fitted  out  an  expedi- 
tion against  some  of  the  blockading  frigates  then  in  the  vicinity 
ofCrany  Island.  Fifteen  gun  boats  were  selected  far  this  pur- 
pose, and  put  under  the  command  of  Captaiu  Tarbell.  The  at- 
tack was  commenced  from  the  gun-boats  upon  a  frigate  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant.  Two  other  British  frigates  were 
in  sight.  The  frigate  sustained  considerable  injury,  and  would 
have  been  captured  by  the  gun  boats  had  not  a  breeze  sprung  up 
which  enabled  the  other  two  vessels  to  come  to  her  assistance- 
The  action  however  continued  an  hour  and  an  half  with  the  three 
frigates.  Only  one  American  was  Iiiiled,  and  some  others  slight- 
ly wounded. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  about  three  thousand  British  attempted  to 
land  on  Crany  li^land,  but  .were  repulsed.  Three  of  their  barges 
were  suwk  :  one  of  them,  belonging  to  Admiral  Warren's  ship 
had  75  men  in  her,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  drowned  ;  a 
number  of  prisoners  were  taken.  Many  of  the  enemy  aJso  desert- 
ed. The  American  troops  on  the  island  consisted  of  about  500 
land  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Beaty ;  and  150 
marines  and  sailors,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenants  Neale, 
Shubrick,  Saunders  and  Brackenridge. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  about  2500  British  attacked  the  town  of 
Hampton.  The  American  force  stationed  there  amounted  to 
about  400,  under  the  command  of  Major  Crutchfield.  This  small 
body  of  Americans  opposed  the  very  superior  British  force,  with 
the  utmost  gallantry  for  a  considerable  time,  when,  overcome  by 
numbers,  they  retreated,  Hid  the  Britis(>  took  possession  of  Hamp- 
ton, where  the  most  inhuman  and  shocking  acts  were  committed 
by  them.     Several  of  the    defenceless    and    unfortunate   fe;v,:i!ir 
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that  remained  iii  the  place  suffered  every  iiideceiicy  and  violence. 
Property  to  a  large  amoiujt  was  most  wantonly  destroyed. 

On  the  14th  of  July  the  U.  S.  schooner  Asp,  of  three  guns  and 
::i  men,  in  the  Chesapeake  bay, being  attacked  by  several  British 
vessels,  run  up  a  creek,  whither  she  was  pursued  by  three  boats, 
well  manned  and  armed  ;  but  the  assailants  were  soon  compelled 
to  retreat.  After  the  lapse  of  an  hour,  the  Asp  was  again  attack- 
ed by  five  boats,  the  crews  cf  wliich  s^icceeded  in  boarding  her. 
The  crew  of  the  Asp  retreated  on  shore.  The  British  set  lire  to 
the  vessel  and  left  her.  The  fire  however  was  extinguished  by 
the  Americans.  The  loss  of  the  latter  in  killed  and  woundtd 
amounted  to  ten. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  an  attempt  was  made  in  the  Chesapeake 
bay,  to  blow  up  the  Piantagenet,  a  74,  by  means  of  a  torpedo. 
Mr.  Mix,  the  projector  of  the  schen;e,  had  approached  within  40 
fathoms  of  her,  and  dropped  the  torpedo  ;  when  he  was  hailed  by 
one  of  the  British  guard  boats.  He  instantly  drew  his  machine 
into  the  boat  and  escaped.  On  the  foUovving  night  he  made  a 
second  attempt,  but  was  again  discovered.  In  the  night  of  the 
20th,  he  made  a  third  attempt,  and  got  within  15  yards  of  the 
.ship's  bow,  and  directly  under  her  jib-boom,  where  he  continued 
15  minutes  making  preparations,  when  a  sentinel  from  the  fore- 
castle hailed  **  boat  ahoy  !"'  The  sentinel  not  being  answered, 
fired  his  musket  at  the  now  retreating  adventurer,  to  which  a 
rapid  discharge  of  small  arms  succeeded.  Blue  lights  were  re- 
sorted to  in  order  to  find  out  the  position  of  the  boat,  but  failed. 
Piockets  were  then  thrown  which  illumined  the  water  to  a  con- 
fciderable  extent,  and  discovered  the  boat.  A  heavy  discharge  cf 
cannon  immediately  commenced.  The  Plantageiiet  tiipped  her 
cable,  and  made  some  sail,  while  her  boats  were  sent  in  pursuit. 
But  the  daring  American  escaped  unhurt,  Unsuccessi'ul  attempts 
were  made  the  three  following  nights.  But  on  the  24th  Mr^ 
T'.Iix  took  his  position  within  100  yards  of  the  Piantagenet,  and  in 
a  direction  with  her  larboard  bow.  The  machine  was  dropped 
into  the  water,  and  the  same  moment  the  sentinel  cried  "  all's 
well :"  the  tide  swept  it  towards  the  vessel,  but  it  exploded  a  few 
seconds  too  soon.  A  column  of  water  50  feet  in  circumference 
was  thrown  up  30  or  40  feet.  Its  appearance  was  a  vivid  red,, 
tinged  with  purple  at  the  sides.  The  summit  of  the  column  burst 
with  a  tremendous  explosion,  and  fell  on  the  deck  of  the  Piantage- 
net in  torrents,  while  she  rolled  into  the  yawning  chasm  below, 
and  nearly  upset.     She  however  received  but  little  injury. 

In  the  month  of  July,  the  blockading  squadron  again  sailed  up 
the  Chesapeake  and  entered  the  Potomac  :  they  however  effect- 
ed nothing.  Soon  after  returiiing  out  of  the  river  they  sailed 
toward  !l:c  licad  cf  the  Chesapea';e.     Thpy  landed  on  Keu*  Island, 
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where  Ihey  remained  ior  some  time,  wlic-u  they  again  rtturned 
down  the  bay. 

On  ih(  ()th  of  April  the  blockading  squadron  in  the  Delaware 
bay  cofDirienced  a  cannonade  on  Lewislown,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  had  refused  complying  with  an  order  of  the  Englisli  com- 
jnodore,  to  supply  the  squadron  with  provisions.  The  cannonade 
lasted  about  twenty  two  hours ;  a  number  of  18  and  32  pound 
fihot  were  fired,  likewise  shells  and  Congreve  rockets;  but  pro- 
duced little  or  no  effect... .not  a  life  was  lost.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  place  were  prompt  in  repelling  every  attempt  to  laud. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  one  of  the  U.  S.  gun  boats  was  captured 
in  the  Delaware  by  a  superior  force,  after  a  very  gallant  defence, 
m  which  the  British  had  7  men  killed  and  12  wounded. 

Blockade  of  Commodore  Decatur's  squadron...An  the  earl} 
part  of  thf  summer  of  1813,  Commodore  Decatur,  in  the  frigate 
United  States,  accompanied  by  the  Macedonian,  Captain  Jones^, 
and  the  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  put  to  sea  from  New-York.  But  a 
very  superior  force,  consisting  of  line  of  battle  ships  and  frig^ites, 
hove  in  sight  and  gave  chase  immediately  after  he  left  port.  The 
Ami  rican  squadron  was  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  harbour  of 
New  London,  where,  for  the  remainder  of  the  summer,  they  were 
blockaded,  without  an>  thing  interesting  occurring  except  an  at- 
tempt made  to  blow  up  some  of  the  English  vessels  by  a  fireship. 
The  tireship  was  called  the  Eagle,  and  fitted  out  for  the  purpose 
by  John  Scudder.  It  was  supposed  that  on  her  being  captured^, 
she  would  be  taken  alongside  one  of  the  vessels  of  war,  when, 
in  attempting  to  unlade  her,  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder 
and  other  combustibles  would  have  been  set  on  fire.  The  attempt 
was  made  in  the  month  of  June.  Slie  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  British;  but  blew  up  before  she  got  along  side  any  of  their 
large  vessels.  At  the  time  of  explosion,  four  boats  were  seen 
along  side,  which  were  all,  with  the  men  on  board  them,  de- 
stroyed. It  is  supposed  that  upwards  of  100  of  the  British  per- 
ished. 

Capture  of  the  Eagle in  the  month  of  July  a  fishing  smack 

was  sent  by  Commodore  Lewis  of  New- York,  for  the  purpose  of 
capturing  by  stratagem  the  sloop  Eagle,  a  tender  of  the  Poictiers, 
a  British  vessel  of  74  guns.  The  smack  was  borrowed  of  some 
fishermen.  A  calf,  a  sheep  and  a  goose,  were  put  on  board.  Be- 
tween 30  and  40  men  well  armed  with  muskets  were  secreted  in 
the  cabin  and  forepeake  of  the  smack.  Thus  prepared  she  stood 
out  to  sea  as  if  going  on  a  fishing  voyage  to  the  banks.  Onl\ 
three  men  appeared  on  deck,  dressed  as  fishermen.  The  Eagle, 
on  perceiving  the  smack,  gave  chase.  After  coming  along  side, 
and  discovering  live  stock  on  board,  she  ordered  the  smack  down 
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to  the  conimodore,  tlieii  about  five  miles  off.  The  helmaman  of 
the  smack  aiiswert^d,  "  nye,  aye,  bir  ;"  and  appart-ntlv  pDi  .lu  the 
helm  for  that  purpose,  which  brought  the  smack  alj  jg  siu?  the 
Eagle,  not  more  than  three  yards  diitant.  The  watch-word  Laxv- 
renccy  was  tlien  given,  and  the  armed  men  rushed  on  dt-ck  from 
beiow ;  and  poured  a  volley  of  musketry  into  the  tender:  wnich 
drove  her  crew  below  with  so  much  precipitancy,  that  they  had 
not  time  to  strike  her  colours.  As  socn  as  sailing  master  Ptrcival 
who  commanded  the  smack,  perceived  the  deck  of  Jhe  British 
vessel  cleared,  he  ordered  his  men  to  cease  firing.  Upon  vviiich 
one  of  the  Eagle's  crew  appeared  on  deck,  and  struck  her  col- 
ours. The  Eagle  was  safely  taken  into  New-York 
I 

Private  armed  vessels We  notice  the  following,  as  some  of 

the  most  prominent  features  of  enterprise  and  gallantry  manifest- 
ed by  our  privateers  during  1813  : 

The  Hazard,  of  Charleston,  of  57  tons,  3  guns,  and  38  men, 
commanded  by  Placide  le  Chartier,  while  at  anchor  off  the  Island 
of  Davie,  discovered  a  man  of  war  brig  convoying  five  merchant- 
men. One  of  these  last,  having  lost  her  mizen  mast,  could  not 
keep  up  with  the  rest  of  the  convoy.  As  doon  as  they  were  out 
of  sight,  the  Hazard  pursued  her,  to  which,  after  some  resistajice, 
she  struck.  She  proved  to  be  the  Albion,  of  London,  copper  bot- 
tomed, and  of  300  tons  burden,  navigated  by  !5  men,  and  mount- 
ing 12    gUDj-, 

While  the  Hazard  was  lying  off  Charleston,  in  a  fog,  her  prize 
was  separated  from  her,  and  recaptured  by  a  Britii>.  cutter,  the 
Caledonia,  of  8  guns  and  38  men.  Three  days  after,  on  the  22d 
of  February,  the  Hazard  dis^covered  her  prize  in  company  with 
the  above  mentioned  British  cutter.  The  Hazard  commenced  a 
pursuit  of  tljcm  both.  As  soon  as  the  Hazard  came  within  mus- 
ket shot,  she  commenced  firing  at  the  ship  and  cutter,  which  was 
returned  by  them  with  spirit,  and  apparent  determination.  At  3 
o'clock,  the  recond  lieutenant,  carpenter,  and  five  men  of  tho 
Hazard,  were  severely  wounded.  At  5,' the  cutter  hauled  off  to 
repair  the  damages  she  had  sustained.  At  half  past  five,  the  Haz- 
ard came  close  to  the  cutter,  the  crew  of  the  former  having  de- 
terniined  to  lose  their  lives  sooner  than  give  up  so  valuable  a  prize. 
At  half  past  six  the  British  cutter  again  hauled  off,  and  contmued 
to  fire  at  a  distance.  Taking  advajitage  of  this,  the  Hazard  bore 
clown  on  the  prize,  and  after  a  brisk  fire  caused  her  to  strike  her 
colours.     She  was  then  ordered  to  lie  to. 

Tile  British  cutter  having  shot  ahead,  Le  Chartier  instantly  gave 
cha?e,  keeping  i:p  a  brisk  fire.  He  pursued  her  until  8  o'clock. 
The  cuitcr  then  ceased  firing,  a::d  hailed,  saying  she  had  struck, 
;.nd    signified   the  same  b}-  hoi:';i;ig  and  lowering  a  lantern  three 

.-:e?.     The  Hazard  having  then  but  21  men,  including  the  cap- 
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tain,  on  board,  it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  take  possession  of 
her.  She  bore  down  for  the  prize,  of  vvhicli  she  took  posseFsion, 
leaving  a  prize  master  and  six  men  on  board  of  her,  so  that  there 
only  remained  14  men  on  board  of  the  Hazard.  Both  the  Haz- 
ard and  her  prize  arrived  safe  at  St.  Mary's. 

The  Comet,  of  Baltimor*-,  Captain  Boyle,  of  12  guns  and  120 
men,  being  on  a  cruise ,  discover*  d,  on  the  14th  of  January,  1813, 
four  sail  standing  out  of  P- rnambuco.  She  lay  by  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  getting  off  shore,  with  a  view  of  then  cultinc 
them  off".  At  3  P.  M.  they  wer.-  upon  a  wind  standings.  E.  and 
about  six  leagues  from  land.  The  Comet  bore  up,  and  made  sail 
in  chase.  At  6,  one  of  them  was  discovered  to  be  a  large  man  of 
war  brig.  All  hands  were  immediately  called  to  quarters  on 
board  the  Comet ;  the  guns  were  loaded  with  round  and  grape 
shot ;  and  the  ship  cleared  for  action.  At  7,  being  close  to  the 
chase,  she  hoisted  her  colours,  and  came  close  to  the  man  of  war 
brig,  which  had  hoisted  Portuguese  colours.  The  commander 
hailed,  and  sent  an  officer  on  board  the  Comet,  who  informed 
Captain  Boyle,  that  the  brig  was  a  Portuguese  national  vessel, 
mounting  twenty  32  pounders  and  165  men;  that  the  three  oth- 
ers were  strongly  armed  English  vessels  ;  and  that  he  must  not 
molest  them.  Capt  Boyle  informed  him  that  he  certainly  should 
make  use  of  every  exertion  to  capture  them.  The  Portuguese  said 
he  was  ordered  to  protect  them,  and  certainly  should. 

The  English  vessels  were  ahead  of  the  Comet.  They  consist- 
ed of  a  ship  of  14  guns,  and  two  brigs  of  10  guns  each.  So  that 
including  the  Portuguese  vessel,  the  Comet  had  a  force  of  54 
guns  to  oppose.  Captain  Boyle  immediately  made  sail  for  them  ; 
came  up  with  the  ship,  hailed  her,  and  ordered  the  captain  to  have 
the  mainsail  backed.  He  gave  little  or  no  answer.  The  Comet 
having  shot  ahead.  Captain  Boyle  informed  him,  that  he  should 
be  along  in  a  few  minutes,  when  if  he  did  not  obey  his  orders,  he 
would  pour  a  broadside  into  the  ship.  In  a  few  minutes  the  Com- 
et tacked,  the  Portuguese  sloop  of  war  being  close  after  her,  and 
ran  along  side  of  the  ship,  one  of  the  brigs  being  close  to  her.  The 
Comet  opened  a  broadside  on  them  both.  It  was  now  about  half 
past  8  P.  M.  All  the  vessels  were  carrying  a  press  of  sail.  The 
Comet,  from  her  superior  sailing,  was  frequently  obliged  to  tack. 
From  this  she  would  have  profited  very  much,  had  not  the  Portu- 
guese sloop  of  war  been  so  close.  The  latter  now  opened  a  heavy 
fire  on  the  Comet,  with  round  and  grape  shot,  which  she  returned. 
The  Comet  had  now  the  whole  force  of  the  4  vessels  to  contend 
with.  She,  however,  kept  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  English  ves- 
sels. They  frequently  separated,  to  give  the  sloop  of  war  an  oppor- 
tunity of  firing  into  the  Comet.  The  latter  as  frequently  poured 
whole  broadsides  into  them  ;  at  times  also  into  the  sloop  of  war. 
About  11  P.  M.  the  ship  surrendered.. ..she  was  cut  to  pieces, 
2  T 
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and  (pndered  unmanageable.  Son."  p.ftf  r  the  brig  Bowes  struck..,, 
she  also  was  much  injured.  A  boat  was  sent  to  take  posststton  of 
her ;  as  it  passed  the  sloop  of  war,  a  broadside  was  fired  b}'  her, 
which  nearly  sunk  it,  and  obliged  it  to  return.  The  Comet  then 
coininenced  a  brisk  fire  at  the  sloop  of  war,  which  sheered  off"  to 
some  distance.  After  following  her  a  short  distance,  she  obliged 
the  third  English  vessel  to  strike.  The  latter  was  very  much  cut 
to  pieces.  The  Comet  now  again  proceeded  to  take  possession  of 
the  Bowes,  when  she  spoke  the  ship  that  had  first  surrendered.... 
her  captain  being  ordered  to  follow,  informed  Captain  Boyle  that 
his  ship  was  in  a  sinking  condition,  having  many  shot-holes  be- 
Uvt^-n  wind  and  water,  and  every  rope  on  board  of  her  being  cut 
away.  At  half  past  1,  A.  M.  the  Bowes  was  taken  possession  of 
and  manned.  The  sloop  of  war  then  fired  a  broadside  into  the 
prize,  and  passed  her.  The  moon  was  now  down,  and  it  became 
quite  dark  and  squally.  This  caused  the  Comet  to  separate  from 
the  other  vessels,  excepting  the  sloop  of  war,  with  which  broad- 
sides were  frequently  exchanged.  At  2,  she  stood  to  the  south. 
Captain  Boyle  now  thought  it  most  prudent  to  take  care  of  one 
of  the  prizes  until  day-light,  the  other  two  being  out  of  sight.  At 
day-break,  the  sloop  of  war,  and  the  two  other  prizes,  a  ship  and 
brig,  were  discovered.  The  Comet  immediately  hove  about,  and 
stood  for  them.  The  sloop  tacked,  and  made  signals  for  her  con 
voy  to  make  for  the  first  port.  Capt.  Boyle,  knowing  the  situation 
of  the  ship  and  brig,  determined  not  to  take  possession  of  them^, 
but  to  watch  their  manoeuvres.  Great  exertions  appeared  to  be 
made  to  keep  them  from  sinking. 

Captain  Boyle  was  afterwards  informed  that  the  sloop  of  war 
was  much  injured... .she  had  five  men  killed,  and  a  number  wound- 
ed. The  ship's  mast  scarcely  lasted  to  carry  her  into  Pernambu- 
co.  Her  cargo  was  nearly  all  damaged.  It  was  with  difficulty 
the  brig  was  kept  from  sinking  before  she  reached  Pernambuco 
harbour. 

After  capturing  the  Aberdeen,  of  8  guns,  two  vessels  of  10  guns 
each,  in  sight  of  a  sloop  of  war,and  a  schooner,  Capt.  Boyle  return- 
ed to  the  United  States.  He  passed  the  blockading  squadron  in 
the  Chesapeake,  and  arrived  safe  at  Baltimore. 

The  General  Armstrongy  a  schooner  of  18  guns,  commanded 
by  Captain  Champlain,  was  cruising  off  Surinam,  on  the  ilth 
March,  1813.  At  7  A.  M.  she  discovered  a  sail,  which  at  half 
past  eight,  fired  three  guns,  and  hoisted  English  colours.  About 
9,  the  Armstrong  fired  a  gun,  and  hoisted  American  colours.  At 
half  after  9,  the  British  vessel  tacked,  and  stood  as  near  the  Arm- 
strong as  the  wind  would  permit,  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  from  her 
main-deck  guns.  At  half  past  10,  the  Armstrong  bore  down,  in- 
tending to  pour  her  starboard  broadside  into  her,  then  wear  ship, 
discharge  the  larboard  broadside,  and  then  board.  This  was  done, 
except  the  boarding.     The  English  vessel  was  now  discovered  tn 
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Le  a  frigate,  pierced  for  24  guns.  She  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on 
the  Armstrong,  which  lay  for  ten  minutes  like  a  log.  The  fore- 
top-sail  and  mizen-gafF  halyards  of  the  frigate  were  shot  away. 
This  brought  down  her  colours.  The  crew  of  the  Armstrr.ng, 
thinking  she  had  struck,  ceased  firing.  But  they  were  soon  again 
seen  flying,  and  the  action  was  renewed.  The  frigate  lay  for  a 
few  minutes  apparently  unmanageable.  She  soon,  however,  re- 
oovered,  and  opened  a  heavy  fire  from  her  starboard  broadside  and 
main  top;  apparently  with  the  intention  of  sinking  the  Armstrong. 
The  latter  lay  for  the  space  of  forty-five  minutes  within  pistol  shot 
of  the  frigate.  Captain  Champlin  was  standing  by  the  centre 
gun,  in  the  act  of  firing  his  pistol,  when  he  was  wounded  by  a 
musket-ball  from  the  main-top  of  the  frigate.  The  Armstrong 
luffed  to  windward,  and  fore-reached  the  frigate. 

The  Armstrong  had  six  men  killed,  and  sixteen  wounded,  and 
was  very  much  injured  in  her  rigging,  masts,  and  hull. ...she,  how- 
ever, succeeded  in  escaping  from  the  frigate. 

The  Young  Teaser,  Captain  Dobson,  of  New-York,  was  chas 
«d  into  Halifax  by  the  Sir  John  Sherbroke,  a  vessel  of  superior 
force.  When  within  the  Light  House  she  hoisted  English  colours 
over  the  American,  and  was  chased  nearly  up  to  the  forts,  when 
the  Sir  John  Sherbroke  supposing  her  to  be  a  prize,  hove  about, 
and  put  to  sea.  As  soon  as  the  latter  was  out  of  sight,  the  Young 
Teazer  hauled  down  her  English  colours,  and  effected  her  es- 
cape. 

The  Decatur,  of  Charleston,  mounting  7  guns,  with  a  crew 
of  103  men,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Diron,  being  on  a  cruise 
in  the  month  of  August,  discovered  a  ship  and  schooner.  She  im- 
mediately stood  towards  them  to  reconnoitre.  At  half  past  12, 
the  Decatur  was  abreast  of  the  schooner,  which  hoisted  English 
•colours.  At  one  the  Decatur  wore  round  ;  and  half  an  hour  af- 
ter the  schooner  fired  a  shot  without  effect.  The  captain  of  the 
Decatur  immediately  gave  orders  to  prepare  for  action.  At  2 
o'clock  the  schooner  fired  another  shot,  which  passed  over  the 
Decatur.  At  a  quarter  past  2,  the  latter  fired  her  large  gun,  and 
hoisted  American  colours  at  the  peak  :  two  more  discharges  were 
made  from  the  same  piece,  which  were  answered  by  two  guns 
from  the  British  schooner.  The  two  vessels  were  now  within 
half  gun  shot  distance.  Captain  Diron,  observing  that  the  schoon 
er  was  preparing  to  bear  away,  haled  upon  the  larboard  tack,  hi 
order  to  present  the  bow  of  his  vessel  to  his  antagonist.  Soon  af- 
terwards the  latter  fired  her  whole  broadside,  which  only  slightly 
damaged  the  Decatur's  rigging.  This  was  returned  from  the  18 
pounder  of  the  Decatur.  Her  captain,  at  the  eame  time,  ordered 
every  one  of  the  crew  to  his  post,  in  order  to  carry  the  British 
vessel  by  boarding,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  preparations  for  the 
purpose  should  be  made.  It  was  .now  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
past  two,  and  the  vessels  Were  within  pistol  shot  of '^ach  ottier.    A 
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severe  fuL;  o-l  mu.sketiy  commenced  from  the  Decatur.  The  Bri- 
tish schooner  bore  awa}' to  prevent  being  boarded;  and  fired  a 
broad.vide  into  the  Decatur,  which  killed  two  of  her  men,  and  in- 
jured her  rigging  ynd  sails.  The  Decatur  closely  followed  her 
anta|T()nist  in  her  manoeuvces,  and  agam  endeavour<.d  to  bor.rd, 
which  the  schooner  once  more  avoided,  and  fired  another  broad 
side.  A  third  attempt  was  made  by  the  captain  of  the  Dec  »tur 
to  board.  The  jib  boom  of  the  Decatur  was  run  into  the  mnin- 
sail  of  the  schooner,  and  the  latter  not  being  able  to  disengage 
herself,  dropped  along  side.  During  this  manoeuvre  the  fire  from 
the  cannon  and  musketry  on  both  sides  was  extremely  severe  and 
destructive.  ^Vhile  the  tvvo  vessels  lay  in  this  position  Captain 
Diron  ordered  his  whole  crew,  armed  with  pistols,  sabres,  kc  to 
bo;ird,  which  was  performed  with  the  greatest  promptness.  The 
resistance  of  the  English  was  desperate.  Fire  arms  sr^on  became 
useless,  and  the  contest  was  carried  on  with  the  cutlass.  I'he 
captain  and  principal  officers  of  tiie  British  vessel  being  killed,  and 
her  deck  cov(=red  with  dead  and  wounded,  her  colours  were  haul- 
ed down  by  the  crew  of  the  Decatur,  when  the  two  vessels  were 
separated,  having  their  rigging  and  sails  cut  to  pieces. 

The  English  vessel  was  his  Britannic  Majesty's  schooner  Domi- 
nica, of  15  guns,  with  a  crew  of  88  men.  The  Decatur  had  4 
men  killed  and  16  wounded  ;  the  Dominica  13  killed,  and  47 
wounded.  Among  the  killed  of  the  Dominica  was  her  brave 
commander,  who,  as  long  as  he  lived,  refused  to  surrender  his 
vessel,  and  declared  his  determination  not  to  survive  her  loss. 

The  King's  packet  Princess  Charlotte,  remained  an  inactive 
spectator  of  this  bloof'\'  contest,  which  lasted  an  hour.  As  soon 
as  the  vessels  were  disei;gaged,  she  tacked  about  and  ttood  to  the 
southward.  She  had  sailed  from  St  Thomas,  under  convoy  of  the 
Dominica.     The  Decatur  and  her  prize  arrived  safe  m  port. 

The  Saratoga,  of  4  guns  and  116  men,  belonging  to  New- York, 
while  cruising  off  Surinam  river,  in  the  month  of  September,  dis- 
covered the  British  Packet,  brig  Morgiana,  of  18  guns,  with  a 
crew  of  about  50  men,  com.raanded  by  James  Cunningham.  Capt. 
Aderton,  the  commander  of  the  Saratoga,  immediately  gave 
chase  :  wh«-n  within  musket  shot,  the  Morgiana  hoisted  English 
colours,  and  the  action  commenced:  part  of  the  time  the  ves.sels 
were  within  pistol  shot  :  the  remainder,  they  were  close  along 
side  cf  each  other.  After  an  action  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter  the 
Saratoga  succeeded  in  capturing  the  British  vessel  by  boarding. 
The  action  was  extremely  severe.  Both  vessels  were  almost  re- 
duced to  wrecks.  The  Saratoga  had  almost  all  her  stays,  shrouds, 
&c.  cut  away.  In  her  main-sail  there  wt  re  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred shot  holes.  A  number  of  shot  alao  struck  her  masts,  spars, 
and  hull.  The  crew  of  the  Morgiana  fought  with  desperation. 
She  had  2  men  killed,  and  8  wounded.  The  Saratoga  had  2  men 
killed  and  5  wonndcf!.     Both  arrived  safe  in  port. 
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iuiltj  Viritithvetitlt  eopturdl  (luring  the  ijear  \ii%~exli'actcdfiom  Hiles^  JVeekly  Register. 


Bri^ ,  captured  bj-  t'lc  Growler,  anil  rf- 

■lea'cil  afnrdiipuisLisiii'j:  Iilio:  many  valualilt-s. 

Sliij)  l)ili(,'.iiof.  I2)cuns,a  (^ovenimeiit  iraiis- 
|»ort  uitli  vjluiible  military  stores,  wrecked  near 
Macliiai,  aii'l  set  on  fire  by  llir  British  Col 
Ulmer  coiuinaniliiig  the  C  S  %oluiile<;rs  on  the 
eastern  Irontier  recovered  from  the  wreck  o 
piec  s  21 II).  caHnon.  S  •>:  i2  ..  of  9,  with  the 
caniH-isfur  the  larjre  pieces  &c 

Sehoiiiier  by  the  Gallinippcr— ranso.TieJ 

Sliip  Ntptiine,  10  Buns,  witli  hrautly,  wiue, 
dud  <irv  S'lods  by  the  Decatur 

Ship  '— — ,  with  timber,  comprising  the  wholt 
frame  m  a  74  gun  ship  by  the  America  of  Salem 

Sliip  Volunteer  I  guns.  400  ton«  with  dry 
gxjoils  and  copper,  by  the  U  S.  iri|E:ate  Chesa- 
peake, saiil  to  be  worth  150  000/.  sterling 

Ship ,  burnt  by  thi.  Chesapeake  after  ta- 
king out  of  her  goods  worth  200,000  dollars. 

Sc;'.oi>ntr  Ell'  n,  with  dry  goods  worth  250,000 
dollar's  by  the  U   S  sloop  oi'  war  '-(omet. 

Ship  J.'iiie.  i.0  guBs,  with  mahogany  and  log- 
wood by  thr-  Spy  of  N'ew OrUaiis. 

Schooner  I'icrce  ui'  Wales  by  the  Growler,  ve- 
l-iast  d  alter  taking  fht  a  tew  pipes  of  >!adeira,&c 

bhi|>  Aurora  i2  guns  with  dry  goods  worth 
300,000  dollars,  by  tlie  Holkarof  New- York- 

IWo  vtssels,  by  the  Mars,  and  sent  to  Eng- 
land as  cartels 

Brig  Pelican,  with  iron  and  fish  by  do. 

bloop ,  with  hides,  by  the  —  ofNewbcrn. 

Brig  Emu,  10  guns,  with  49  lemale  convicts, 
by  the  Holiiar 

Brig  \nn,  '0  guns  with  dry  goad',  and  crates 
worth  1 00,000  dollars,  by  the  Grbwier 

Brig ,  10  guns,  with  a  valuable  cargo  of 

dry  goods,  by  the  '•  United  we  stand"  and  "  Ui-  • 
vided  «e  fiiU" 

Transport  ship  Lord  Keith,  4  guns,  by  the 
Mars 

Schooner  Saline,  with  valuable  stoics.  I  rozen 
lip  in  lake  Erie,  on  her  way  to  Maiden  ;  she  \yas 
first  discovered  and  taken  possession  of  by  a  tew 
persons  liom  the  town  of  Erie. 

Transport  ship  Canada.  <.l  gnns,  lOO  soldiers, 
and  42  horses,  by  the  Haul  Jones, and  ransomed 
for  A.OOO/   sJerling,  after  disarming  the  men. 

Brig  John  and  Issabella,  by  ditto,  and  given 
up  to  discharge  her  prisoners 

Brig  three- Brothers  i2  guns,  with  sumac, 
sulphur,  oil,  Sec.  by  the  Dolphin 

Sl(,op  Mary-Anil,  with  gold  dust,  &c  worth 
28,000  dollars— cargo  taken  out  and  vessel  burnt 
on  the  "oast  of  .\friea,  by  the  Yankee 

Ship  Andelusia,  10  guns,  1 00  men,  (8 1  free 
blacks)  worth  34  OOO  dollars,  by  ditto. 

Schooner  George,  by  ditto,  part  of  her  cargo 
taken  oui,  and  gi\eu  up  to  discharge  her  pris- 
oners. 

Ship  Albion,  12  cruns,  2S  men,  with  sug^ar, 
rum.  cotton  and  coffee,  by  the  Hazard  of  .3  guns. 

Brig  .'arriot  and  Matilda  of  eight  li  and  ix 
poundi-rs— 2-)2  tons,  with  au  assorted  cargo,  and 
some  dry  goals,  by  the  ■  ankee 

Ship  N\-Kon,  a  large  i lire'.;  deck  vessel,  of  600 
tons,  with  an  immensely  valuable  cargo,  by  the 
Decatur 

SUii>  Neptune  of  like  burden,  by  the  Saratoga. 

Ship ,  ^  guns  by  privateer . 

Brig ,  1  i  guns  w  jth  an  assorted  cargo,  by 

the  Dolphin 

Schooner ,  by  the  Lovely  Lass  of  Wilmiiig- 

tbn- 

BiSg ,  by  the  Paul  Jones. 

Brig  Shannon,   1 1  guns,   by  the  Yankee 

Ship  Mentor  with  a  cargo  invoiced  at  6o,008t; 
sterling,  bi  the  Saucy  Jack 

Schooner  Hussar,  with  turtle,  etc  by  the  Lib- 
erty of  Baliiiiiore 

Brig  lii'ioliition,  0  gun',  with  coffee,  etc  burnt 
by  the  U,  5.  sloop  ol  war  rloruet,  after  takinjf 
out  23. "00  dollars  in  specie 

Sloop  of  war  Peacock,  22  guns,  IM  men,  aj- 
tac'ked  alid  tora   to   picee'j  1)>  iho  ajnv..'t  m  lil- 


teeii  minutes— siluk  before  all  the  prisoners  could 
be  removed. 

Brig  Antrim,  with  dry  goods,  etc.  by  the  Sau- 
cy Jack. 

Brig  Fly— valuabW,  by  the  Yankee. 

Sciiooner 100  tons,  with  bees-wax  and 

reu-woo4l    by  the  Yankee. 

■  t\%  Earl  P,rcey  with  dry  goods  and  salt,  by 
the  Chesapeake  frigate. 

Brig  L.ivirpool  Uero,  with  dry  goods,  hard- 
wareand  jewilry.  by  the  ChesapeBke  frigate,  and 
burnt  after  removing  the  cargo 

Brig  Hover   8  gims    with  rum,  by  the  Alfred. 

Schooner  vlder,6  guns,  with  an  assorted  e,ugu 
taken  on  the  cost  ol'  Africa  by  the  Yankee. 

Brig  Return,  by  the  Paul  Jones 

Brig  Thames,  8  guns,  with  red-wood,  etc.  bv 
the  Yankee 

Three  vessels,  by  the  Snap-Dra'^-on  of  New- 
beni,  divested  of  their  valuables  and  burnt- 
Three  vessels  taken  by  tlitto  and  given  up  to 
release  prisoners 

Sloop by  ditto,  and  fitted  out  as  a  tendre. 

I'wo  vessels,  by  the  Diiidtd  we  Fall— ran 
somed 

Onv  do-  by  do.  and  sunk. 

i'hree  do.  by  do.  and  given  up. 

Caledonia,  S  guns,  by  the  U.  S  schooner  Koii- 
such  after  7  minutes  b.tttle. 
Brig  lartar.  with  mm,  by  the  Gen  Armstrong. 

Sch^/oncr  Fox  ?  guns  by  the  Hero 

Biig  London  Packet,  by  the  Paul  Jones. 

Schooner  Fanner  with  cotton,  by  the  Spar- 
row o.  Baltimore— given  up. 

Schooner .by  the  >Vasp  of  Salem. 

SchO'jiier  Crown,  by  a  sloop. 

Ship by, the  '  Irue  blooded  Yankee." 


Brig  Charlotte,  with  dye-wood,  etc.  by  the 
IMontgomery  of  Salem. 

Brig  Duke  of  Gloucester,  lO  guns,  taken  at 
York,  by  the  stj^uatU-on  under  Com.  Chauncey- 

Schooner  Kicliaid  guns,  by  the    Holkar. 

••■..loop  Dorcas,  by  do.— given  up. 

Brig  Edward.  8  guns  with  iSO  tons  of  cotton 
etc  by  the  Alexander  of  Salem. 

Schooner .•  by    the  Alexander- given  up. 

BriK  ,  with  rum.  by  the  Fox, 

Ship  Nancy  by  the  York- town,  of  Vew-Y'jrk- 

Schooner ■  of  8  guns  by  the  squadron  un- 
der Com.  Chauncey. 
_  Schooner  Deliglit,  with  wine  and  silks,  by  tht 

Kings  packet  Mary  Ana,  i2guu»,  bv  the  Gov. 
Tompkins  of  ^ew■York. 

bhip  Droiiio,  i2  goas,  by  the  Thomas  of  Ports- 
mouth 

Brig by  do. 

Coivelte  ship  liiviiicible  Kaiioleon,  16  guns,  bv 
ihc  loung  lViiZ*.r  This  ship  was  originally  a 
I- ri-iich privateer;  captured  U  the  British  sloop 
of  svar  Muiinc  re-.:aptured  by  th«  Alexander 
ot  Salem:  .e-etipiured  by  the  British  frigate* 
Shannon  and  I'eiitdos  ;  aud  a  thiixi  time  re  cap- 
tured by  the  I'ea-ier. 

Packet  Ann,  10  guns,  by  do. 

Schooner  Greyhound  with  fish  and  oil,  by  do. 

Brig by  the  Governor  I'lumer  of  forts- 
mouth 

Packet with  80,000  dollars  ia   specie,  by 

the  'Viia.'findaoi  New-iork. 

Snip  Mai-,   with  wine   by  ditto. 

Ship  Vn;ii,iin  10  guns  with  dry  gLiods,  Crates, 
wine    etv;   by  tin  Gruiid  lurk  ol  c-altin. 

Brig  arriot  with  hides  and  tallow,  by  the 
Anaconda 


Brig  .Mars  witii  hides  and  rum,  by  the  Fox. 
Schooner  IVarl  wrh  corn  meal,  etc    by  llje 
Liberty  of  Baltimore. 
A  privat  <.:r  sloop  by  do 

Brig-  hj  the  Governor  Pluiner 

Brig with  cet'Dii,  by  the  siabinf  i>r  Bi!' 


^u 
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Biu'  is'inpton  Viclttt  willi  ru;u,  by  the  GIoIk 
or  H.ii 


Iliiinnnia  l»y  tlip  Grard  Tiii-k. 
l;)  hiiyil  S;<n)   willi    specie  a'.J    indigo,  by 


SIi 
•J.e  Sill,  or-  ISali 

SI  ij)  Vfiiiu,  M  gum,  by  tlie  Globe 
Ship  PavitI,  wilU  l>ro»isioiis,  by  ibe  Govfvnor 
Plumer 
IliiR   *.Jax.  2  gitiM  by  the  Gov    rompltin?. 
Brig:    liirii.,-  2  ^iin.  bv  do  and  biiviit 

Tnin.povt  V|..ip •  b'-  ib.-    I?elloi;;i  o    I'bilu- 

Uelpbir     priioiitrs  paroW.  and  ve«srl  rtdi'enird. 

Krii^  'wi>    JVPVOJt,  b\  th"  Holla  of  Halt-nioix-. 

Sth'.io  xvUrowii.by  tb.   Bellona— vansomtd. 

Biii,'    Ihamefi,  3i2  tons    with  cotton,  by  the 

Vankee. 

SciioornT  Liverpool    Packet,  by  tlie  Thomas 
of  Po>  tsmoiitb. 

Brig with  )>ides,  tallow,  etc.  by  the  York- 
town 
Ship  Susan,  by  an  American  letter  of  marque. 
Ship  Seaton,  by  the  i'anl  'ones— burnt. 
Schooner  Elizabeth,  by  the  Globe— burnt. 
Ship  Pelhain.  with  nim.  by  do  —burnt. 
Brig    A  argaret,  120  tons,  10  guns,  with  salt, 
by  the  ."imeritaB. 

Schooner  Lady   •urray.  21  men,  witli  military 
store, by  the  Lady  ol'  the  Lake  oti  Ontario. 
Brig  iV.orton,  '  i  guns,  by  the  Yorktown. 
'l"hree    schooners,  one    with   salt— tlie  otiiers 
with  rum  and  mahogany,  by  the  Young  Teaser. 
Brig  Sally,  4  guns,  in  ballast,  by  the  Benjamin 
■pranklin. 

Brig by  the  Teazer. 

Brig  Hero,  by  do. 

Bng  Resolution  with  flour,  by  the  Nancy. 
Brig  Hero,  in  ballast  by  the  Kssex— burnt. 
Brig  James  and  Sarah,  by  do  — ransomed. 

Brig with  wine,  by  tlie  >'flrengo. 

Brig 6  guns,  with  West-India  produce,  by 

the  Gen.  rtrmstrong. 

Brig w  ith  salt. 

Brig by  the  John. 

Brig  Ann  by  the  Teazer. 
Brig  Thomas,  2  guns,  in  ballast,  by  tlic  Deca- 
tur. 

Brig  rullp.  British  propcny  under  American 
colours,  by  the  Atlas- 
Brig  I*  guns  by  the  Holkar. 

Barque by  the  Dolphin— burnt. 

bliip  —  in  ballast,  wiili  s)ircie,  by  Ihc.  Re- 
venge- 
Ship  Eliza  Ann.  by  tho  Yankee. 
Schooner  Success,  witli  salmon,   by  the  Bciij. 
Franklin. 
Schooner  Lady  Clark,  by  the  Bunker  HiU. 
Schooner  Sally,  by  the  Wiley  Revnaid. 
Schooner  Blonde,  by  the  John. 

Schooner w  ith  rum,  by  do. 

Armed  schooner  Dorcas  by  the  Lihcrly . 
Slool>  Eagle,  by  a  fishing  smack. 
Brig    Unie.n;  with  provisions,  by  tlic    True 
Blooded  Yankee. 
■Ship  Aurora,  by  do- 

Ship -^0  guns,  by  the  Bambicr. 

Shiplntegritj,  by  the  'Irue  Bloodtd  Yankee. 
Brig  Avery,    i2  guns,  with  gums,  almonds, 
beeswax   skins,  etc.  by  the  Yorktown. 

Ship  Susan,  by . 

Ship  Fox,  by  - — ;  sunk  alter  a  running  light 
of  about  an  hour. 

Schooner  Leonard,  sunk  bv  the  True  Bloodtd 
Yankee. 

Brig  Betsey,  with  wine,  raisins,  etc.  bv  the 
Jack's  Favourite. 

Three  vessels,  by  the  America;  given  np  in 
"scliarge  prisoners. 

•Scboonir with  skins,  bv  the  Fox. 

Brig by  the  Yankee. 

A  gun  boat  mounting  a  24  pounder,  wiib  14 
^jatteaux. and  4  officers  ami  04  men;  c.tpiuied 
on  lake  Ontario. 

Schooner   Three  .Sisters,  witli   flour,    by  ih'- 
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Schooner  Geiicial  HofScfurd,  ol' 2  0   tons,  Ijv 
the  Decatur 
Brig  Betsey,  with  wine,  by  the  Jack's  Favorite. 
Brig  Ncllyl  by  the  Fox— bumt. 
Sloop  t'egjry.  by  do  —ransomed. 
Schooner  Brother  and  Sister,  by  do.— burnt. 
Brig  Louisa,  by  do  —ransomed 
Sloop  Fox,  by  do. 
Skrnp  William  and  Ann.  by  do- 
Sloop  JaiHf  s  and  Elizabeth,  by  do.— tansomeil. 
Brig  Chance  by  do. 
Brig  Mary  by  do— burnt. 
Sbi|>  Venus— an  American  vessel,  with  enemy's 
pvopert^•,  by  the  Dolphin. 

Brig  >fort«n.  wit !i  dry  gooiis,  Iiardware  anil 
biir  ivdii  by  t'le  ■  oi'kloivn 

Schooner  Dominica,  l.i  guns  and  88  men,  br 
the  Decatur  ot  /  guns  and  lO.l  men,  after  a  dei; 
peraie  action 

Ship  London  rraJcr.  2  guns  with  sugar,  mo- 
lasses rum  coffee,  cotton,  etc-  by  do. 

Brigs  Good  Intent,  Venus,  lljppy,  barque  He- 
prisai  and  schooner  Elizabeth- by  ihcSnap-Dri- 
gon 

Privateer  Fly.  by  the  V.  S.  brig  Enterprize. 
Schooner  Cei-es.  by  the  Yul|ee. 
Barque  Henrietta,  by  the  ^rtap- Dragon 
Brig  A,nn,  wi^h  di)  goods  worth  500,000  dols. 
by  do 
Schooner  FIyin,g  Fish   by  the  Saucy  Jack. 
Sloop  Catherine  with  salt,  by  do. 
Sciiouiier  Itate  with  fish  by  do. 
Ship  Louisa  lO  gu;;s  witii  coffee  i>y  do— burnt. 
Brig  'I'brte  Brothers,  lO  guns,  with  coffee,  by 
ditto. 
Brig  Karl  of  Moira,  by  the  Industry. 

Soliooner with  rum  by  the  boat  Terrible. 

Two  vessels  hy  the  Holkar  and  SwiCtsuro. 
Schooner  Louisa  202  tons  i   gun  and  2f>  men, 
with  rum  and  stjgar,  by  the  E,\pedition  of  Bal- 
timore. 

Privateer  King  of  Rome  by  the  U.  S.  brig  Ar- 
gus—destroyed 
A  ship  with  fish  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  President. 
A  schooner  by  do 

Three  vessels  by  the  True  Bloodtd  Yankee. 

Two  vessels  by  the  Leo.— earritd  into  Franco. 

All  Indiaman'by  do    worth  .?00  000^.— retaken 

but  the  specie  she  had  on  board,  to  the  amouiii 

Of  61,0.000  was  Carried  into  f  ranee 

Brig   by    the  Brutus— ransomed.     The 

Brutus  also  eaptvired  another  m  ssel 

.Schooner by  the  Gen.  Ai.nxtrong— burpt. 

liis  majesty's  fine  brig  of  v.ar  Boxer  8  guns, 
by  the  U.S.  Brig  Enterprize  of  16  guns. 

Schoonc  r  with  sugar  and  coffee,  by  the 

mate  (an  Americau)  and  some  of  the  crew. 
Schooner  —  with  salt,  by  tlie  1  enible 
Brig  with  dry  goods  worth  3e9,5iO  dol- 
lars, by  the  Snap  Dr.igon 
Ship  Ueprisal  by  the  Frolic  of  Salem— burnt. 
Brig  Friends  by  do— burnt. 
Brig  Betsey  by  do. 

Brig with  fish,  by  the  Pilot. 

Four  vessels  by  the  Lovely  Cordelia  of  Charles, 
ton— burnt 

Schooner by  a  privateer  boat. 

Galliot  Giitie  Hoftniing,  by  the  Frolic— burnt. 
Brig  Jane  Gordon.  8  guns  and  20  men  by  du. 
—burnt. 

Schooner  Hunter  by  do  and  converted  into  a 
envtel. 

.Ship  Grotius  by  do. 

Schooners  Vigilant  and  Susan  bydo— given  up 

Sloop With  dry  goods,  by  tt  privateer  hoar 

His  Britannic  majesty's  ship  Detroit  i9guH> 
anil  2  howitzers,  captured  on  Lake  .Vhie  by  Com 
r.  vrv. 

bliip  Queen  Charlotte  17  guns  and  1  howitzer 
captored  on  do.  by  do. 
Scbooiier  Lady  frevost.  by  do  on  do 
Brig  Hunter  by  do  o!i  do. 
Sloop  Little  Belt  by  do  on  do. 
,s,-tw)(iji!-r  CWppi  v,av  by  do  on  d«. 
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Ujjg Willi  \\Qt(i,  lite  muicoitonby  the 

Grampus— burnr 
Two  -male  \\;5tls  by  tiio  Teinble 
Suli.ou  r  Lilly,  with  sujjar  etc  by  'he  Pilot. 
BriR  Miiry-A;ni,  with  rum  and  molasses  b)  do 
and  ru':sum(.d 

Brig;  by  tlie  Gen.  (Vrnis'.iong— burnt. 

A  bri^  and  a  sloo]),  by  tlie  Industry- 
Pack,  t  Lapwinff.  by  llie  Kattlesnakt;. 
Two  ships  by  the  'IVui'  Elooilcd  \aiikco. 
Sloop  Travf  iler  with  dry  goods,  wijie,  ci-ock(<- 
i-y.  copperas,  allum  and  sugar,  by  the  Lark. 

P  cket  Dukfc  of  Montioie  by  the   riesiJcnt 
t'riijate  Hnd  sent  to  Knglaiid  as  a  cartel. 
Uri)>  Jane  aiiu  Ann.  by  do  and  sunk. 
BriR  Dapliiu-  by  do  and  sunk. 
Ship     liza  8  fjUnsby  do  and  ransomed 
Brig  Alert,  by  do.— burnt.  ' 

Barque  Lion  3  Runs,  by  ilo  —ransomed. 
Schooner  Highflyer,  5  guns,  by  do. 
Ship  Industry,  by  the  I'rae  lUoixled  Ya;ikee. 
Ship  tiondoii  Packet,  '  t  guns,  with  hides,  etc. 
by  the  Jttter  of  marque  brig  Argus 
Brig  Atlantic  v.ith  sugar,  indigo,  etc  by  do. 
Brig  Jane,  by  do.— ransomed, to  dispose  of  pri- 
soners- 
Brig  Jane,  in  ballast,  by  the  Snap  Dragon— gi- 
ven up  to  dispose  o,  prisoners. 
Brig  Venus,  by  do. 

Schooner  Elizabeth,  by  do  — ?,iven  up. 
Brig  Happy  and  Barque  lienrisal  by  do. 
Privateer  schooner  Dart,  six  &  pound  carronr 
r.Jes  and  six  swivels,  by  the  U.  S.  revenue  cutter 
vig.laiit  caplain  Calioone.     She  had  committed 
many  depredations  off  Newport. 

Schooner  Salamanca,  by anti  destroyed 

Brig  Susannah  by carK;o  destroyed,  vessel 

sent  to  England  with  prisonei's. 

Schooner  Matilda,  by  tije  Lien— since  re-cap- 
tured. 

Brig  Richard,  by and  destroyed. 

Brig  Fowey,  with  provisions,  by and  de- 
stroyed. 
Sloop  lady  Francis,  with  provisions— destroyed. 
Ship    Barhadoes,  a   transi)ort,  in  ballast— ile- 
♦troyed 

Brig  Alliance,  transport  in  balbst  destroyed. 
Schooner  Coidelia— destroyed 
Ship  Betsey— re-L-aptured. 
Ship  Mariner — destroyed. 

Sloop with  clay,  destroyed. 

Brig  Helena,  with  clay— sent  to  Englauii  with 
prisoners 
Brig,  —  withslates-deslroytd. 
Cutter   Diana  and  Betty   with  bullocks— de- 
.■;!royed. 

.Ship  Defianct— destroyed. 
Brig  Baltic— destroyed. 

Sloop ■  wiiii    slates    iron  etc  —cargo   de- 

-ifroyed — vcisel  sent  as  a  eanel. 
Brig  Belford  with  linen— destroyed. 
A  pilot  boat— liberated 
-\no.';er  vessel— destroyed 
The  21  vessels  last  mentioned  were  captiu-e<l 
by  the  Argus. 

Schooner  Julia  by  Cora.  Chauncey  on  Lake 
Ontario- 

Schooner  Growler  by  do 
'I'hree  gun  vessels  on  Lake  Ontario. 
Gun  vessel — burnt  on  do- 
His  majesty's  packet    Morgiana,  IS   guns.  9 
pounders,  two  of  them  long  brass  pieces,  so  men, 
400  tons  burden,  by  the  Saratoga  of  *  guns  and 
116  men  by  boarding 

Ship by  do— burnt. 

Brig  by  do— burnt.     * 

Schooner 130  tons  by  the  Gen.  Stark. 

Twenty-two  ships,  to  wit ;  the  Economy,  Pas, 
Diligence,  Liberty,  Betsey,  Hope,  Jolly  Bach- 
elor Experiment,  Ruby,  Britannia,  Prosperous, 
Burton  Latona,  Friends  Adventure,  Nottingliam, 
Westmoreland,  Brothers,  Perseverance,  Harford, 
'J'helis,  Lynn  and  Brunswick,  with  grain  and 
naval  stores,  by  the  Uattlesnake  and  Scourge. 


Ihlrteen  mcrciiaul  vessels  on  tlie  coast  o 
Spiiii  by  the  Leo— burnt. 

Gun-boat  carrying  i  long  ?,i  pounder  and  50 
m(!ii  driven  near  the  shovi-  by  a  storm  on  .ake 
Ontario,  and  captured  by  Capl.  Morgan's  rifle 
curjis 

Ship  Biutus  by  the  Scourge  and  Rattb  snake 
— gixen  up  to  dispose  o<  prisoners- 

SL-hooiirr  Fame  with  wijie  by  the  Saratoga— 
wreelietl  on  Long  Island— crew  and  cargo  tavcd. 

Ship  St.  Lawrence  with  valua  .le  British 
goods  worth  from  <  to  iOOfiuO  dollars,  by  an 
Easlern  privateer. 

Two  vesst  Is  by  the  Yankee  and  given  up  to 
dischargt  prisoners. 

Fifteen  vessels  by  the  Lovely  Cordelia— gutted 
and  destroyed 

Briii'  by  do  and  nuinned  for  the  United  States— 
wi-ccked  on  thi  coast  oi'  Florida- 
Brig  President  with  sugar,  molasses  and  rum 
by  the  Polly 

Brig  Mary  with  salt,  coal  and  crockery  by  tte 
lankte. 

Two  sliips  by  the  Scniirije. 


An  American  schooner  with  ilonr.  bound  fov 
Halifax,  by  the  Water  ■.Viteh  c;P,ristol,  R.  I. 

Schooner by  the  Gen.  Stark. 

Sloop  Eliza  ^nu 

ilrig  Dart 

A  sloop  richly  laden  with  dry  goods,  by  the 
g-arrison  of  the  mrt  at  East-port 

Sloop  Gen  ■  Jodgkinson,  with  salt  and  som^' 
specie  by  the  Saratoga. 

Seven  small  craft,  with  merchandize  worth 
5000  |;ounds  sterling- 
Brig  Edward,  with  oil  and  fish  by  the  Fox. 

Swedisl.  brig  Janstoff  with  dry  gcods  by  the 
Washington 

Brig  Lloyd  with  camwood,  musl^ets  and  pistoh 
taken  out  and  burnt  by  the  Saratoga 

Ship  Vesta,  '0  guns,  by  the  Saratoga  divested 
of  her  guns  and  all  her  valuables,  and  suffered 
to  proceed  with  a  little  "friendly  adviee,  '  not 
being  worth  sending  in. 

Schooner  Fame  with  the  mail  and  a  quanty  of 
government  stores  by  the  aaratoga. 

bchooner  Joseph  with  governinent  stores  by 
the  Saratoga— cargo  taken  out  and  vessel  ran- 
somed. 

Schooner  Lady  Coekburn,  with  indigo  and 
coft'ee — took  out  the  eargu  and  let  her  pass. 

Brig with  lish  and  oil  by  the  iauey  jack. 

This  brig  is  the  Sir  JuJih  Sherbruke  o-  o  guns 
and  *0  men  taken  after  afight  of -20  minutes, in 
which  she  had  i  men  killed  and  S  wounded. 
The  Saucy  Jack  sustained  but  little  iajury,  and 
had  three  men  slightly  wounded 

Ship  Manly,  <  guns  w  ith  wine,  oil,  etc.  by  the 
Revenge 

Brig  with  sugar  ani!  molasses,  by  the  Caroline 
—retaken  and  burnt. 

Schooner  Messenger,  with  rum  and  molasses 
by  the  Comet. 

Ship  ^iontezuma,  270  tons,  X  guns,  il  men, 
by  the  Essex  frigate  in  the  south  sea. 

Ship  Policy,  273  tons,  10  guns,  ;6  men,  by  do. 

Ship  Georgiana,  280  tons,  6  guns,  28  men,  by 
do. 

Ship  Atlantic,  s  )7  tons  8  guns  24  men,  by  do* 

Ship  Greenwich,  338  tons,  10  guns,  2S  men,  by 
do 

Ship  '  ector,  270  tons,  1 1  guns.  25  men,  by  the 
Essex  Junior. 

Ship  Catharine  .'-70  tons  3  gwns  i>)  men,  by  do. 

Ship  Rose, 220  tons,  8  guns,  21  men.  by  do. 
Oj'lhese  vessels  are  estimated  as  worth  to  the 
enemy  two  millions  oi  dollars 

Brig  Jean  lo  guns  17  men  with  hides,  tallow 
and  copper  by  the  Congress  i'rigate— copper  ta- 
ken out  and  ves^el  destroyed 

Brig  Diana  10  guns  i«"men  with  hides,  tallow 
tt?.  by  do— yess^l  atid  cargo  destroyed  as  salefy 
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woulil  permit  ami  Oieu  convtitf  J  into  a  cartel 
to  nliiisi'  tlia  \>risoiiei-j. 

Sliiji  lime,  by  do  with  wine— cargo  taken  out 
and  vtssel  destroyed 

Brig with  rum  by  tli.  Eliza. 

Briij  Agnts  iii  ballast  by  ilitf  Saucy  Jack- 
burnt 

Sloop  .lohn  with  dry  poods  and  provisions  by 
•do.  diven<  d  of  !ier  cargo  a'ld  griven  up 

Sevtral  small  vessels  by  do— given  up 

Brif;  Abtl  with  rum  and  sugar   by  the  Caro- 

The  valuable  brig  Atlantic  with  sug.ir  and 
'  olion  by  the  Congresi  tVijrate 

.Schooner with  molasses   by  the  Caroline. 

Brig  Silena  by  tlie  Revenge— burnt 

Schooner  — ^  with  sugar  and  molasses,  by  tlic 
Cai-oline. 

Hrig with  sugar, by  do. 

Sloop  Risolmion  wi(h  bneii  and  paper,  by  the 
Gen  Armstrong- dispossessed  of  cargo  and  giv 
en  up 

Brig  Plioebe  with  butter  and  potatoes,  by  do. 
and  scuttled 

Brig  Commerce  with  rum  and  molasses, by  the 
Flirt  of  New-York— burnt. 

Schooner  Fanny  witl  sugar,  by  the  P.evenge. 

Brig  A  ietoriv*  witli  liim  sugai'  and  eoffet,  i>>- 
the  Bji|>id  «'•  Charleston. 

Trjal.  -00  tons,  by  the  Grand  Turk- burnt 

Brfg by  do-  and  ransomed 

Brig with  lumber  by  do— burnt      Besidi'S 

the  above  vessels  the  Grand  Turk  eaptnreil  and 
manned  i  valuable  ships  1  brig  and  I  schooner- 

bclinoner  with  sugar    coftee,etc  by  the 

Patap^co  ol  Baltimore 

Pink  tern  boat  with  KngliUi  goods  worth 
to  000  dollars,  by  a  rou-boat  privateer 

British  packet  Lapwing.  :0  guns  and  40  men. 
by  the  Fox  of  7  guns  and  70  rae!>  after  a  despe- 
vatt  resistance,  by  hoarding,  in  which  14  of  the 
enemy  were  killed  and  |^  or  8  wounded.  <Jn 
board  the  Fox  one  man  killed  and  thrti^  slightly 
wounded.  The  Packet  ba»  since  been  recaptur- 
ed, but  she  liad  been  divested  ot  her  valuables. 

Ten  enemy's  vessels  by  Uie  C  iroline — divested 
of  their  valuable  articles  and  burnt,  sunk  etc 

Sloop  Osiris  with  molasses,  having  a  British  H- 
ccjise,  by  the  Caroline 

Hermaphrodite  brig  Cossack  with  sugar,  by 
the  letter  ol'  marque  schooner  General  fe>tarU  2 
guns  and  i2men,ol  Salem,  The  letter  of  marque 
liad  TrevioMsIy  ri'-capturedau  American  vu»si-l. 


Schooner  Jasper  with  coffer.- sugar  and  ixin» 
by  ilieCarolint  U  h  stated  that  thji  vessel 
would  have  Ikcu  w.eckid  :ind  lost  on  in.-  bar, 
but  lor  the  miritorious  exertions  of  Liiut^natw 
Mork  of  the  navy 

SclUKrtier  U.  I)eeca  with  live  stock  and  provi- 
sions, by  the  Grand  Turk- 

Sfhn:  ner  Agiios  with  tish 

Brig  Criterion,  a  traitor  vessel,  with  rum,  by 
tht  Caroline  »"his  vessel  has  been  tried  anil 
condemui'd  lo'-the  use  ol  the  captors 

.Schooner  Kanny  with  sugnr.  by  the  Ue^'enge, 

Schooner  Henry  with  fish,  by  the  Roger. 

.Vehooner  Maria  by  ditto— btirnt 

•Ship  Nenid  with  an  assorted  cargo  worib 
seventy  live  thousand  pounds  sterling,  by  the 
Governor  ^  ompKins 

l'iightef"n  vessels  by  the  True  Blooded  \an» 
Uti— burnt 

i  he  Cator  by  do —divested  of  her  valuable 
ariieles  and  given  up 

The  Active,  Watson.  Cora  and  E  iza  hv  do. 

.Sclniouer  Traveller  with  sugar  and  coffee,  bj' 
the  Fn.lic 

iciHiOuer  George  with  dry  goods,  etc.  by  the 
Fh 

5loop  Evpi-riment  with  dry  goods,  liatd  ware 
and  lumber  by  do 

.S'l  vtral  vessels  with  dry  goods,  c'c  by  the  Fo?;. 

The  Vigilant,  a  ttiider    by  the  Comet. 

•Schooner with  sugar  and  coftee,  by  the 

Patapsco 

The  valuable  brig  Young  i  instond  with  dry 
gooils  and hanl  ware,  by  the  Governor  'lonip- 
Liii'.. 

Nine  vessels  by  the  Comet— divested  of  their 
valuable  articles  and  sunk.  Bcsid<  s  the^e  she 
captured  and  mannid  four  prizes  .Slie  had  a 
terrible  battle  with  the  ship  Hibeniia  oi  8co 
tons,  -it  guns  and  a  large  cuinplement  of  men, 
but  was  beaten  off 

Brig  Tullock, -^0  tons.  10  guns,  with  an  as-, 
sorted  cargo  by  the  Fox. 

i'he  ricli  ship  Minerva  with  dry  goods,  hard- 
ware, etc  by  do. 

.Ship a  whaleman,  by  the  Gov.  Tomp- 
kins—given  up  to  release  |(risoner» 

Brig  Isabella  by  the  U.  S    brig  Rattlesnake. 

Sloop by  the  Gen.  Stark— cast  away  on 

Cape  Cod. 

Schooner  Harmony,  with  rum.  by  the  Terribl."- 

Boat  Hiunbird,  with  crockery,  rum,  sugar,etr' 
hv  the  ,Sur|>ri7e, 
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CHAPTER  XXiX. 

Northern  army. ...Battle  at  La  Cole,. ..Attack  on  Osxvego....GeO' 
graphical  description  of  O'ixvego  fort  and  village. ...Capture 
of  a  British  force  at  Sandy  Creek Death  of  Colonel  For- 
syth, ^c. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March,  1814,  the  army  of  the  north,  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Wilkinson,  was  in   motion  on  vari- 
ous parts   of  the   frontier.     Nothing,   however,   of  consequence 
took  place  until  the  29th ;  when  the   army  having   concentrated 
at  Champlain,  General  Wilkinson  determined  upon  attempting  a 
diversion  in  favour  of  the  corps  under  Major  General  Brown,  who 
had  marched  for  the  Niagara  frontier.     He   accordingly  moved 
with  his  whole  force,  amounting  to  between  3  and  4000  men,  on 
the  Odletown  road,  with  a  view  of  attackiug  a  body  of  the  ene- 
my at  La  Cole    Mills.     The  army  unfortunately  missed  the  road, 
and  proceeded  about  two  miles  beyond  the  small  passage  that  led 
to  the  mills ;  but  after  a  trifling  skirmish  with  the  enemy  beyond 
Odletown,  the  army  entered  the  proper  route,  drove  the  enemy's 
light  troops  before  them,  and  reached  the  mills  about  3  o'clock, 
P.  M.     The  enemy's  force  at  this  place  consisted  of  about   1500 
regulars,  which  was   increased  during  the   action,  by  reinforce- 
ments from  the  Isle-aux  Noix.     Many  were  posted  in  the   mill, 
the  walls  of  which  were  impregnable  to  every  thing  but  the  hea- 
viest artillery  ;  others  in  a  block-house  and  surrounding  buildings, 
which  served  to  protect  them,  for  a  time,  from  the  impression  of 
our   musquetry.     General   Wilkinson   so  disposed   his   troops   as 
nearly  to  encircle  the  mill,  and  brought  up  a  howitzer  and  one  12 
jpounder  to  batter  the  walls;  but  after  firing  a  considerable  time, 
•>;  was  found  little  effect  was  produced.     The  enemy  kept  ud  ^x 
2  F 
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galling  ijre  t'.iuing  the  whole  time  our  troops  lay  before  the  place^ 
from  the  loopholes  cut  in  the  mill,  and  diucted  a  grt-at  poirion 
of  It  on  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  :  our  troop*  returwtd  tlie  tire 
vvifh  great  cooine^s  and  deliberate  aim.  The  eiien)y  made  iwo 
sallit'S,  and  charged  the  left,  comnianded  by  Brigadier  General 
Srn;th  ;  but  were  repulsed  with  con.^idi^rable  lo^s.  Towards  tve- 
ui.ig  a  British  regiment  arri-ved,  ami  made  a  cl;arge  on  part  of  a 
brigade  commanded  b\  Brigadier  Gem-ia!  Bis.sel ;  but  tbty  were 
so  warmly  received,  that  the}  uT^tantly  fell  hack,  leaving  fifteen 
nit'ii  dead  on  the  field,  besides  a  numbt  r  wounded. 

Tile  advantageous  position  of  the  ent-niy  in  tneir  strong  holds^ 
the  intfficac}  of  12  and  f^  pounders  on  a  stone  building  whose 
walls  were  between  3  ai'.d  4  feet  thick,  and  the  utter  impossibility 
of  bringing  up  an  18  poundei  through  obstructed  road.-,  swamps 
and  forests,  induced  General  Wilkinson  to  order  the  return  of 
the  troops  to  Odletown  ;  which  order  was  executed  without  mo- 
lestation from  the  enemy. 

Our  loss  was  8  men  killed,  and  66  wounded,  among  the  latter 
were  6  officers.. ..that  of  the  enemy,  if  general  opinion  is  a  test 
of  truth,  must  have  been  more.  The  w'hole  of  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Macomb's  com.mand  was  in  the  reserve,  and  not  at  all  en- 
gaged. xMaj.  Forsyth's  riflemen.  Col.  Clark's  detachments,  and 
Generals  Smith  and  Bissel's  brigades,  with  their  detachments, 
formed  a  line  round  the  mill. 

The  American  troops  fougbt  with  bravery,  and  many  individu- 
als particularly  distinguished  themselves.  We  notice  the  follow- 
ing acts  of  heroism  : 

Captain  M'Pheison,  who  was  military  secretary  to  Genera! 
W^ilkiuson,  asked  permission  to  take  part  in  the  operatioiis  of  the 
day.  His  request  was  granted  ;  and  the  command  of  the  artille- 
ry, which  followed  the  advance  and  formed  the  battery,  was  gi- 
ven him.  Captain  M'Pherson  stood  by  his  pieces  with  firmness, 
until  a  second  shot  from  the  enemy  laid  him  low.  The  first  shot 
passed  through  the  fleshy  part  of  his  neck;  with  the  intrepidity  of 
a  veteran,  he  tore  off  his  handkerchief,  bound  it  round  his  wound 
and  went  on  with  his  work  of  duty :  but  the  second  passed  thro* 
the  upper  part  of  his  thigh  bone,  fractured  it,  and  he  was  borne 
from  the  field,  exhorting  his  remaining  officer  and  merl  to  sup- 
port the  honour  of  the  command  and  persevere.  This  battery 
was  placed  in  a  strong  and  commanding  position-,  within  about 
250  yaids  of  the  stone  building  of  the  enemy,  against  which  its 
strong  fire  was  levelled.  Lieutenant  Larrabee,  an  officer  of  reaJ 
merit,  attached  to  this  battery,  had  received  a  ball  through  his 
breast,  and  was  taken  from  the  field  before  the  wounded  M'Pher- 
son. While  passing  some  persons  who  pitied  his  misfortune,  he 
asked,  **  have  you  never  seen  a  man  die  .»*"  and  meeting  some  of 
his  brother  officers,  he  addressed  them  with   "  good  bye,  my 


'rilE   VVAK.  o3S 

friends,  they  have  hit  me."  He,  however,  soon  after  recovered^ 
While  the  soldiers  were  bearing  Captain  M'Pherson  from  the 
field,  some  of  the  officers  of  the  army  otFered  their  personal  ser- 
vices to  carry  him  to  Plattsbiirgh,  distant  21  miles.  He  pa.jsed 
a  fpw  moments,  and  then  replied,  "  I  thank  the  gentlemtn  t'br 
the  interest  and  regard  they  have  manifested  in  this  kind  oilier, 
but  I  shall  be  sufficiently  honoured  when  they  bear  me  to  my 
grave."  His  recovery  since,  has  relieved  the  anxious  solicitude 
of  liis  friends. 

Affer  Captain  M'Pherson  and  Lieutenant  Larrabee  were  wound- 
ed, the  command  of  the  battery  devul  •••d  on  Lieutenant  Sheldon, 
who,  in  the  early  part  of  -he  action,  manifested  the  greatest  firm- 
ness; but  aftei  wards,  beuig  reduced  to  only  one  or  tA-o  men  to 
aifi  tiim,  his  valour  and  activity  were  strikingly  conspicuous.. ..he 
was  compelled  to  assi.«t  in  loading  and  dischargiug  his  pieces  with 
his  own  haniis,  which  heperf.rmed  until  ordered  to  retire. 

Lieutenant  Parker  was  wounded  by  a  random  shot;  he  fell, 
and  the  svvord  dropped  from  his  graisp :  he  desired  that  it  might 
be  given  him,  for  he  would  defend  himself.  He  sijrvived  his 
wo-mds  for  several  days,  and  expressed  a  most  sincere  and  heart- 
ftii  --egret  that  he  had  not  fallen  in  close  action.  *'  Hard  is  my 
lot,"  he  exoiaiined,  "  t'lat  I  should  have  received  this  wound  at 
such  a  distance  from  the  enemy,  and  where  I  w^as  wholly  inac- 
tive." 

Jttack  on  OsxvffTO On  the  5th  of  May,  the  enemy,  to  the 

"amount  of  3000  men,  attacked  fort  Oswego,  at  the  mouth  of 
Os'.vego  river,  which  empties  into  lake  Ontario,  with  a  vievi?  of 
removing  obstacles  which  existed  to  the  attainment  of  our  naval 
and  military  stores  at  the  falls,  13  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  fort. 
This  force  wa»  gallantly  met,  however,  by  a  small  band  of  heroes 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Mitchell,  who  maintained  an  un- 
equal contest,  against  ten  times  their  number,  for  nearly  two 
days;  when  the  enemy  succeeded  in  destroying  the  old  barracks 
and  a  small  amount  of  other  public  property  ;  after  which  he  re- 
treated. The  following  report,  from  Colonel  Mitchell  to  Genera! 
Brown,  gives  a  more  minute  detail  of  this  affair : 

*'  I  informed  you  of  my  arrival  at  fort  Oswego  on  the  30tb  A- 
pril.  This  post  being  but  occasionally  and  not  recently  occupied 
by  regular  troops,  was  iji  a  bad  state  of  defence.  Of  cannon  we 
had  but  five  old  guns,  three  of  which  had  lost  their  trunnions. 
What  could  be  done  in  the  way  of  repair  was  effected  ;  new 
platforms  were  laid,  the  gun  carriages  put  in  order,  and  decayed 
pickets  replaced.  On  the  5th  instant,  the  British  naval  force, 
consisting  of  four  large  ships,  three  brigs,  and  a  number  of  gun 
and  other  boats   were   descried    at  reveille-beating,  ^bout  seveil 
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niiles  from  the  fort.  Information  was  immediately  given  to  Cap- 
tain Woolsey,  of  the  navy,  (who  was  at  Oswego  village,)  and  to 
the  neighbouring  mihtia.  It  being  doubtful  on  what  side  of  th<^ 
liver  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  land,  and  my  force  (290  effec- 
tive) being  too  small  to  bear  division,  I  ordered  the  tents  in  store 
to  be  pitched  on  the  village  side,  while  I  occupied  the  other  with 
ray  whole  force.  It  is  probable  that  this  artifice  had  its  effect^ 
and  determined  the  enemy  to  attack  where,  from  appearances, 
the}'  expected  the  least  opposition.  About  one  o'clock  the  fleet 
approached.  Fifteen  boats,  large  and  crowded  with  troops,  at  a 
given  signal,  moved  slowl}'  to  the  shore.  These  were  preceded 
by  gun  boats  sent  to  rake  the  woods  and  cover  the  landing,  while 
the  larger  vessels  opened  a  fire  upon  the  fort.  Captain  Boyle 
and  Lieutenant  Legate,  (as  soon  as  the  debarking  boats  got  with- 
in range  of  our  shot)  opened  upon  them  a  very  successful  fire 
from  the  shore  battery,  and  compelled  them  twice  to  retire.  They 
at  length  returned  to  the  ships,  and  the  whole  stood  oft'  from  the 
shore  for  better  anchorage.  One  of  the  enemy's  boats,  which 
had  been  deserted,  was  taken  up  by  us,  and  some  others  by  the 
militia.  The  first  mentioned  was  60  feet  long,  carried  36  oars 
and  three  sails,  and  could  accommodate  150  men.  She  had  re- 
ceived a  bail  through  her  bow,  and  was  nearly  filled  with  wa- 
ter. 

Piquet  guards  were  stationed  at  different  points,  and  we  lay  on 
dur  arr.is  during  the  night. 

At  daybreak,  on  the  6th,  the  fleet  appeared  bearing  up  under 
easy  sail.  The  Wolfe,  &c.  took  a  position  directly  against  the 
fort  and  batteries,  and  for  three  hours  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of 
grape,  &c.  Finding  that  the  enemy  had  effected  a  landing,  I 
withdrew  my  small  disposable  force  into  the  rear  of  the  foit,  and 
witli  two  companies  (Romayne's  and  Melvin's)  met  their  advanc- 
ing columns,  while  the  other  companies  engaged  the  flanks  of  the 
enerny.  Lieutenant  Pearce  of  the  navy,  and  some  seamen,  join 
ed  in  the  attack,  and  fought  with  their  characteristic  bravery. 
We  maintained  our  ground  about  30  minutes,  and  as  long  as  con- 
sistent with  my  further  duty  of  defending  the  public  stores  depo- 
sited at  the  falls,  which  no  doubt  formed  the  principal  object  of 
the  expedition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Nor  was  this  move- 
ment made  precipitately.  I  halted  within  400  yards  of  the  fort. 
Captain  Romayne's  company  formed  the  rear  guard,  and,  remain- 
ing with  it,  I  marched  to  this  place  in  good  order,  destroymg  the 
bridges  in  my  rear.  The  enemy  landed  600  of  De  Watteville's 
regiment,  600  marines,  two  companies  of  the  Glengary  corps, 
and  350  seamen. 

General  Drummond  and  Commodore  Yeo  were  the  land  and 
naval  commanders.  They  burned  the  old  barracks  and  evacuated 
the  "fort  about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  Ttli. 
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Our  loss  was,  in  killed,  6  ;  wounded,  38  ;  and  in  missing,  25. 
That  of  the  enemy,  according  to  their  own  statement,  was  IP 
killed  and  75  wounded. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  despatch  without  speaking  of  the  dead 
and  the  living  of  my  detachment.  Lieutenant  Blaney,  a  young 
man  of  much  promise,  was  unfortunately  killed.  His  conduct,  in 
the  action,  was  highly  meritorious.  Captain  Boyle  and  Lieuten- 
ant Legate  merit  my  highest  approbation  ;  and,  indeed,  I  want 
"^language  to  express  my  admiration  of  their  gallant  conduct.  The 
subalterns,  M'Comb,  Ansart,  Ring,  Robb,  Earle,  M'Clintock  and 
Newkirk,  performed  well  their  several  parts. 

It  would  be  injustice  were  I  not  to  acknowledge  and  report  the 
zeal  and  patriotism  evinced  by  the  militia,  who  arrived  at  a  short 
notice,  and  were  anxious  to  be  useful.-' 

GeographicaL..Os\vego  fort  and  village  stand  in  the  township 
of  Scriba,  a  post-town  of  Oneida  county,  178  miles  from  Albany. 
The  fort  is  an  ancient  fortress,  and  was  of  much  importance  in 
the  early  wars.  It  was  one  of  the  military  posts  surrendered  by 
the  British  in  1796,  conformable  to  the  conditions  of  Jay's  treaty. 
The  forr  is  a  three-sided  figure,  with  bastions,  &c.  and  contains  3 
or  4  acres  of  ground  within  the  ditches.  The  scite  is  elevated 
about  50  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake  and  Oswego  river,  and 
situated  just  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  history  of  this  fort- 
ress is  intimately  connected  with  that  of  the  early  settlements  and 
wars  of  the  colony  now  state  of  Newyork.  A  trading  house  was 
erected  here  by  the  governor  of  Newyork  in  1722,  and  a  fort 
erected  in  1727,  rebuilt  and  enlarged  in  1755.  This,  together 
with  fort  Ontario,  erected  on  an  adjoining  eminence  in  1755,  was 
invested  by  the  French  under  Montcalm  in  1756,  with  3000  men, 
aided  by  two  armed  vessels.  Fort  Ontario  was  abandoned  after 
the  first  day  of  assault,  on  the  13th  day  of  August;  and  on  the 
14th,  Oswego  capitulated,  with  a  garrison  of  1600  men.  It  had 
then    21  pieces  of  cannon,  fourteen  mortars,  and  great  stores  of 

munitions  .of  war;  besides   two  armed  sloops  and  200  boats 

*  These  forts  were  immediately  dismantled,  and  the  French  retired 
with  their  booty  within  their  own  lines ;  and  the  settlements  on 
the  Mohawk  were  soon  left  entirely  exposed.  Oswego  is  in  lat. 
43  28,  N.  and  long.  2  34,  W.  from  Newyork.  The  Oswego  ri- 
ver has  a  strong  rapid  one  mile  from  its  mouth,  where  the  waters 
.-nay  be  taken  out,  at  a  moderate  expense,  for  mills.  The  village 
of  Oswego  contains  about  30  houses,  and  the  trade  of  this  port  is 
very  considerable  and  increasing.  There  are  15  schooners,  from 
15  to  80  tons  burthen,  and  a  great  number  of  batteaux  of  from  5 
to  12  tons.  In  1809,  the  whole  amount  of  property  shipped  here 
was  53.5,000  dollatf,     A  Tallage  is  also  laid  out  on  the  south  shore 
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of  Oswego  river,  op{>osite  this  place,  which  is  known  by  tiiesame 
name,  though  in  Hannibal,  Onondaga  county. 

[Spafford's  N.  Y.  Gaz. 

Capture  of  a  E^-iiisfi  force  at  Sandy  Creek On  the  30th  of 

May,  Major  Appling,  of  the   first  U.  S.  lifle  regiment,  with  120 
illcmen  and  a  few  Oneida  warriors,  was  detached  to  protect  the 
cannon    and  naval  stores   at  Oswego,  destined   for    Commodore  _ 
Chauncey's   fleet.     They   were    embarked   on  board  a  flotilla  of 
boats,  in    charge   of  Captain   Woolsey  of  the  navy,  and  arrived 
safely  in  Sandy  Creek,  16  miles  south-west  of  Sackel's  Harbour, 
when  Maj.  Appling,  apprehending  an  attack  fronj  the  enemy,  ve- 
'V  judiciously  placed  the   riflemen  and   Indians  m  the  woods,  on 
.  ach  side  of  the  creek,  a  short  distance  below  Captain  Woolsey's 
boats,  at  a  place  where  it  was   narrow  and  shoal.     He  then  sent 
a  few  raw  militia  with  a  show  of  opposing  the    enemy's  landing. 
The  plan  succeeded.     The  militia  retreated  on  the  first  fire,  pur- 
sued by  the  enemy  ;  but  as  soon   as  the  latter  had  passed  the  In- 
dians  and   riflemen,  who   were    in    ambush,  these    last   attacked 
them  in   rear,  while  a  battery   of  four   field   pieces  opened    upon 
ihem  in  front.     Thus  cut  off  in  their  retreat,  after  a  smart  action 
of  20  minutes,  in  which   they  had  13   men  killed,  and    2  officers 
and  28   men  wounded,  the    residue,  consisting  of  10  officers  and 
133  men,  surrendered  and  were  taken  prisoners;  together  with 
their  boats  and  barges,  consisting  of  tv^o  of  the  former,  and  five 
of  the  latter  ;  some  of  which   carried   heavy  pieces  of  ordnance. 
Not  one  of  the  American  party  was  vvounded. 

Major  Appling  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  courage  and 
good  conduct  of  his  officers  and  men.  The  officers  were  Lieu- 
tenants M'lntosh,  Colhoun,  M'Farland,  Armstrong,  and  Smith, 
and  Ensign  Austin. 

Death  of  Colonel  Forsyth On   the  28th   of  June  a  skirmish 

took  place  near  Odletown,  Upper  Canada,  between  a  small  body 
of  troops  under  Colonel  Benjamin  Forsyth,  of  the  rifle  corps,  an 
officer  of  distinguished  merit,  and  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  ; 
which  resulted  in  the  death  of  the  colonel. 

He  had  been  ordered  by  General  Smith  to  attempt  to  draw  the 
enemy  into  an  ambuscade,  by  oiTering  him  battle,  and  keeping  up 
a  retreating  fire,  until  this  object  should  be  effected.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  order  the  colonel  detached  a  lieutenant  and  18  men, 
who  proceeded  sufficiently  far  to  discover  the  enemy.  The  rifle- 
men fired  a  few  shot  at  them,  and  commenced  their  retreat.  The 
enemy  pursued,  and  were  decoyed  along  as  far  as  the  line,  where  i 
Colonel  Forsyth  with,  the  residue  of  his  detachment  had  remain- 
ed. At  this  time,  when  the  plan  was  nearly  consummated,  the 
colonel,  in?tpnd  of  falling  back  agreeably  to  orders,  directed  hit. 
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men  to  make  a  stand.  Totally  regardless  of  all  personal  danger, 
he  remained  within  16  rods  of  the  enemy,  and  being  distinguished 
by  his  uniform  coat,  was  a  conspicuous  mark  for  them  to  shoot  at. 
He  received  a  ball  near  the  collar  bjue,  which  brought  him  to  the 
ground.  He  immediately  expressed  a  conviction  that  he  must 
die,  and  exclaimed,  "  Boys,  rush  on  !"  The  colonel  was  the  only 
person  killed  on  our  side... .two  were  slightly  wounded.  The  loss 
of  the  enemy  in  killed  was  supposed  to  be  17. 

On  the  day  following,  tne  remains  of  Colonel  Forsyth  were 
interred  at  Champiain,  witli  all  the  solemnities  and  honours  of 
war.  On  the  30th  June,  the  following  regimental  order  was  is- 
sued : 

"  Colonel  Clark  having  received  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bt^njamin  Forsyth,  of  the  26th  infantry,  who 
bravely  fell  at  Odletown  on  the  28th  instant,  fighting  in  defence 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  ot  his  country  :  The  officers  of  the  re- 
giment will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  30  days,  in  testimony  of 
their  regret  for  the  loss  of  that  valuable  and  distinguished  offi 
cer." 

Colonel  Forsyth  was  succeeded  in  command  by  Major  Appling, 
famous  for  his  brilliant  achievement  at  Sandy  Creek. 
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Capture  of  fort  Erie. ...Battle  at  Chippeiva.... Draft  of  the  scene 
of  action... .Death  of  General  Swift.... Army  movements  and 
battle  at  Bridgewater....Biography  of  General  Scott. 

In"  the  month  of  June,  Major  General  Brown,  who  had  previ- 
ously been  ordered  to  Sacket'3  Harbour,  returned  to  Buffalo  with 
reinforcements,  and  assumed  the  command  of  the  army,  then  un- 
der Brigadier  General  Scott.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of 
July,  the  army,  amounting  to  about  3000,  crossed  the  Niagara  ri- 
ver, and  landed  on  the  Canada  shore.  The  brigade  of  General 
Scott,  and  the  artillery  corps  of  Major  Hindman,  landed  nearly  a 
mile  below  fort  Erie,  between  2  and  3  o'clock,  while  General 
Ripley,  with  his  brigade,  made  the  shore  about  the  same  distance 
above.  The  enemy  was  perfectl)'  unapprised  of  these  move- 
ments. General  Scott  led  the  van  and  was  on  shore  before  the 
enemy's  piquet,  which  was  stationed  at  this  point,  had  fired  a  gun  ; 
the  guard  discharged  their  guns  and  retreated. 

A  small  Indian  force  was  also  crossed  over,  and  the  fort  wa» 
aipproached  on  the  right  and  left,  the  Indians  skirting  the  woods 


3L44  ■    SKETCHES  C0 

in  the  rea>.  General  Brown  now  demanded  a  surrender  of  th^ 
garrison,  and  gave  the  commander  two  hours  for  consideration. 
In  the  mean  time,  a  battery  of  long  18's  was  planted  in  a  posi- 
tion which  commanded  the  fort.  Shortly  after  the  enemy  sur- 
rendered prisoners  of  war,  marched  out  of  the  fort,  stacked  their 
arms,  and  were  immediately  set  across  the  river  to  the  American 
shore.  The  prisoners  amounted  to  137;  among  whom  were  1 
major,  (Burke,)  1  captain,  and  3  lieutenants. 

During  the  morning,  the  enemy  fired  two  or  three  cannon  from 
the  fort,  which  wounded  four  of  the  25th  regiment. 

Battle  at  Chippeiva On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  July,  the 

yrmy  proceeded  to  the  plains  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Chip- 
pewa,  when  arrangements  wer^  made  to  move  against  Chippe- 
wa on  the  morning  of  the  6th  ;  but  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th, 
the  enemy,  under  command  of  Major  General  Riall,  having  con- 
centrated his  forcr;ii  in  the  peninsula,  came  from  his  works  eas.t 
of  the  creek*  and  offered  battle.  He  was  gallantly  met  by  Gen. 
Scott,  with  his  brigade  and  corps  of  artillery,  and  a  most  sangui- 
nary conflict  ensued,  which  terminated  in  the  defeat  of  the  ene- 
my. The  following  extracts  from  the  official  account  of  General 
Brown,  dated  on  the  plains  of  Chippewa,  the  7th  of  July,  detail 
the  events  of  the  battle  : 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  Brigadier  General  Scott,  with 
his  brigade  and  corps  of  artillery,  was  ordered  to  advance  towards 
Chippewa,  and  be  governed  by  circumstances ;  taking  care  to  se- 
cure a  good  mil'.tar}'  position  for  the  night.  After  some  skirmish- 
ing he  selected  this  piain  with  the  eye  of  a  soldier,  ins  right  rest- 
ing on  the  river,  and  a  ravine  being  in  front.  At  1 1  at  night,  1 
joined  him  with  the  reserve  under  General  Ripley,  our  field  and 
battering  train,  and  corps  of  artillery  under  Major  Hindman, 
General  Porter  arrived  the  next  morning  with  a  part  of  the  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  some  of  the  warriors  of 
the  Six.  Nations. 

"Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  enemy  commenced  a 
petty  war  upon  the  pickets,  and,  as  he  was  indulged,  his  presum- 
tion  increased  :  by  noon  he  showed  himself  on  the  left  of  our  ex- 
terior line,  a]id  attacked  one  of  our  pickets  as  it  was  returning  to 
camp. 

"  Captain  Treat,  who  commanded  it,  retired  disgracefully,  leav- 
ing a  wounded  man  on  the  ground.  Captain  Biddle,  of  the  artil- 
lery, who  was  near  the  scene,  impelled  by  feelings  highly  honour- 
able to  him  as  a  soldier  and  officer,  promptly  assumed  the  com- 
mand of  this  picket,  led  it  back  to  the  wounded  man,  and  brough? 

.     *  See  d.-alt  3i'  Tie  sct'De  of  action,, in  a  .i;Lt.q«<nl  pajfe. 
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nim  off  the  nekl.  I  ordered  Captain  Treat,  on  the  spot,  to  retire 
ftovn  tl:'  army;  and  as  I  am  anxious  no  otiicer  shall  remain  under 
mv  command  who  can  be  suspec.'ed  of  cowardice,  I  advice  tliat 

C^';:?oin  Tieat   and   Lieutenant/* ,  who   was  also  with   the 

picKet,  be  struck  from  the  rolls  of  the  army. 

"  At  4  in  the  afternoon,  agreeably  to  a  plan  I  had  given  Gen. 
Portfr,  he  advanced  from  the  rear    of    our    camp,  v\ith  the   vo- 
lunteers and  Indians  (taking   the  woods   in  order  to  keep   out  of 
view  of  the  enemy,)  with   the  hope   of  bringing   his  pickets   and 
scouting  parties   between    his   [Potter's]  line   of  march,  and  our 
camp.     As  General  Porter  moved,  I  ordered  the  parties  adva(3ced 
in  front   of  our   camp  to   fall  back  gradual!},  under   the  enemy's 
fire,  in    order  to  draw  him,, if  possible,  up   to  our   line.     About 
half  past   4,  the   advance  of  General  Porter's  command  met  the 
light  parties   of  the   enemy  in  the  woods,  upon  our  extreme  left. 
The  enemy  were  driven,  and  Porter,  advancing  near  Chippewa, 
met  their  whole  column  in  order   of  battle.     From   the  cloud   of 
dust  rising,  and  the  heavy  fifing,  I  was  led  to  conclude  that  the 
entire  force  of  the  enemy  was  in  march,  and  prepared  for  action. 
I  immediately  ordered  General  Scott  to  advance  with  his  brigade 
and  Towson's  artillery,  and  meet  them  upon  the  plain  in  front  of 
our  camp.     The  general  did  not  expect  to  be    gratified  so  soon 
with  a  field  engagement.     He  advanced  in  the  most  prompt  anti 
officer-like  style,  and  in  a  few   minutes  was  in  close   action  upon 
the   plain,  with  a  superior   force  of  British   regular   troops.     Bv 
this  time,  General  Porter's  command  had  given  way,  and  fled  in 
every  direction^  notwithstanding  his  personal  gallantry,  and  great 
exertions  to  stay  their  flight.     The  retreat  of  the  volunteers  and 
Indians  caused  the  left  flank  of  General  Scott's  brigade  to  be  great- 
ly exposed. 

"  Captain  Harris,  with  his  dragoons,  was  directed  to  stop  the 
fugitives,  behind  the   ravine  fronting   our  camp  ;  and  1  sent  Col, 
Gardner  to  order  General  Ripley  to  advance  with   the  21st   regi^ 
ment,  which  formed  part   of  the   reserve,  pass  to  the  left  of  our 
camp,  skirt  the  woods  so  as  to  keep  out  of  view,  and   fall  upon 
the  rear  of  the   enemy's  right  flank.     This  order  was  promptly- 
obeyed,  and  the  greatest  exertions  were  made  by  the  21st  regi- 
raent  to  gain  their  position  and  close  with  the  enemy,  but  in  vain 
....for  such  was  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of  the  line  commanded  by 
General   Scott,  that  its  advance  upon  the  enemy  was  not  to   be 
checked.     Major  Jessup,  commanding  the   left  flank   battalion, 
finding  himself  pressed  in  front   and  in  flank,  and  his  men  falling 
fast  around  him,  ordered  his  battalion  to  "  support    urms  and  ad- 
vance ;"  the  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  amidst  the  most  deadly 
^nd  destructive  fire.     He  gained  a  more  secure  position,  dnd  tyv 

''  rnv  name  omU »t.I  in  i]i'-  tyTr" 
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turned  upon  the  enemy  so  gallinfT|-  a  discharge,  as  caused  them  tc^ 
retire.  By  this  time  their  whok  line  was  lalliiig  buck,  ^,;d  .  ur 
gallant  soldiers  pressing  upon  th<  m  as  fast  a>  pi.'s.sibje.  As  soon  as 
ihe  enemy  had  gained  the  slopit;g  ground  descmcJing  towards 
Chippewa,  and  distant  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  he  brokt-  and  ran  to 
re.^ain  his  vv  >rks.  In  this  effort  he  was  too  successful,  and  the 
guns  from  his  batteries  opening  immediately  i;pon  our  line,  cbech- 
cd  in  some  degree  the  pursuit.  At  tins  mo.vitnt  1  resolved  to 
bring  up  all  my  ordnance,  and  force  the'ptace  by  a  direct  attack, 
and  p,ave  the  order  accordingly.  Major  Wood,  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  and  my  aid,  Captai)i  Austin,  rode  to  the  bank  of  the 
crfck  towards  the  right  of  their  line  of  works,  and  examnied 
them.  I  was  induced  by  their  repgrt,  the  latene^s&  of  the  hourj 
and  the  advice  of  General  Scott  and  Major  Wood  to  order  the 
forces  to  retire  to  camp. 

«  My  most  difficult  duty  remains  to  be  performed....!  am  de- 
oressed  with  the  fear  of  not  being  able  to  do  justice  to  my  brave 
companions  in  arms;  and  apprehensive  that  some  who  had  an  op- 
portunity of  distinguishing  themselves,  and  promptly  embraced  it, 
\vi!l  escape  my  notice. 

"  Brigadier  General  Scott  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise  our 
country  can  bestow  :  to  him,  more  than  any  other  man,  am  I  in- 
debted for  the  victory  of  the  5th  July.  His  brigade  covereo  it- 
self with  glory  Every  officer  and  every  man  of  the  9th  and 
22d,  11th  and  25ih  regiments  did  his  duty,  with  a  z^.a!  and  ener- 
gy worthy  of  thr  American  character.  When  every  officer 
stands  so  pre-eminently  high  in  the  path  of  duty  and  honour,  it  is 
impossible  to  discriminate;  but  I  cannot  deprive  myself  of  the 
pleasure  of  saying  that  Major  Leavenworth  c-  mmauded  the    9th 

and  22d,  Major  Jessup  the  25th,  and  Major  M'Neil   the  11th 

Colonel    Campbell    was   wounded   early  in   the   action,  gallantly 
k-ading  on  his  regiment. 

"  The  family  of-  General  Scott  were  conspicuous  in. the  field  ; 
Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  6th  infantry,  major  of  brigade,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Worth  and  Watts,  his  aids. 

«  From  General  Ripley  and  his  brigade,  I  received  every  as- 
sistance that  I  gave  them  an  opportunity  of  rendering.  I  did  not 
order  any  part  of  the  reserve  into  action,  until  General  Porior^s 
command  had  given  way,  and  then  General  Scott's  movemeiits 
were  so  rapid  and  decisive,  that  General  Ripley  couid  not  get  up 
in  time  with  the  21st,  to  the  position  as  directed. 

"The  corps  of  artillery  under  Major  Hindman, were  not  gene- 
rally in  action  ;  this  was  not  their  fault. ..-Captain  Towson's  com- 
pany was  the  only  one  that  had  a  full  opportunity  of  distinguish- 
ing itself,  and  it  is  believed  that  no  company  ever  embraced  an 
opportunity  with  more  7-eal»  or  more  success. 
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"A  detachment  from  the  21  brigade,  under  the  command  oi 

iiieuti-n-^nt  M'Don^k!,  penetrated  the  woods  with  the  Indians  and 
roluiitetrs,  a-.id  for  their  support.  The  conduct  of  M'Donald  and 
his  command  reflects  high  honour  upon  the  brigade  to  which  they 
belong. 

"  The  conduct  of  General  Porter  has  been  conspicuously  gal 
tant.  Every  assistance  in  his  power  to  afford,  with  tr-t-  d^-scrip- 
tion  of  force  undt-r  his  command,  has  beeo  rendered  Wo  could 
not  expect  him  to  contend  with  the  British  column  of  r</gulars 
which  appeared  upon  the  plains  of  Chippewa  It  was  no  causiF; 
of  surprize  to  me,  to  see  his  command  retire  before  thi?  column. 

"Justice  forbids  that  T  should  omit  to  name  ray  own  family 

They  yield  to  none  in  honourable  zeal,  intelligence  and  attentioD 
to  duty.  Colou'^l  Gardner,  Major  Jones,  and  my  aids.  Captains 
Austin  and  Sp  ncer,  have  bten  as  active  and  as  much  devoted  to 
the  cause,  as  -iny  otKicers  of  the  army-  Their  conduct  merits  my 
warnjesi  acknowledgments. 

"  Major  Camp,  deputy  quarter-master-general,  deserves  my 
part  culir  notice  and  approb^tio;].  By  his  great  exertion  f  was 
enabit^d  to  fi  id  *He  m-ans  of  crossing.  Captain  Dtliza,  of  the 
ordtiance    departmeat,  has  rendered  every  service  in  his  pover.*' 

The  regular  tro  jp«  of  the  enemy  greatly  exceeded  ours  in  num- 
ber?,* and  hi?  loss  -iccording  to  his  own  t-trttement,  amounted  to 
148  killed,  (among  whom  were  3  captains/  320  wounded,  and  4.4 
missing.. ..total  514. 

Tht-  American  loss  was  60  killed,  316  wounded,  and  19  mis 
sing.. ..total  328.| 

Two  days  after  the  action  of  the  5th  July,  the  army  took  a  po 
sition  on  Q.iie'-nston  heights,  with  a  view  of  reducing  the  enemy's 
force  in  that  quarter.  The  following  reports  from  Gen.  Scott  and 
Maj,  Hindman,  dated  at  the  heights,  designating  the  individuals 
v/ho  mostly  distinguislied  themselves  in  the  battle  of  Chippewa, 
were  made  by  order  of  General  Brown  : 

Q^ucenstoriyU.  C.  July  15,  1814. 
Sir — By  the  general  order  of  the  13th  inst.  a  methodical  anti 
detailed  j-eport  is  called  for,  designating  the  names    of  such    per- 

*  Mijor  General  Riall  had  in  his  (Vont  line  1,700  men.  all  regular  troops  supported  by  tlie  8t'i 
regiment  <80  strong.  Ihe  ■00th  icpinient.  which  was  on  the  lett  of  the  British  li.ie,  commanded 
by  tti  marquis  of  I  weedale.  late  aid-de-canip  to  Lord  Wellington,  brought  into  action  700  men.  inrf 
paraded  the  next  day  but  264  The  other  i-egimtnts  engaged  suffered  proportiouably  General 
ijrow  >  has  had  m  his  poss  ssicii   the  most  unequivocal  evidence  ol' these  facts 

General  Porter  s  command  was  never  engaged  after  their  lirst  rftreat.  consequently  tlie  whole 
action  was  sustained  by  Scott's  brigade,  which,  including  Towson's  artillery,  consisted  o!  but 
1,300  menfit  torduty:  '50  were  on  the  different  guards  and  piquets  and  therelore  not  in  the  action -. 
so  that  the  American  force  actually  engaged,  did  not  exceed  l,v.'00  men 

t  Names  and  mnk  of  Ameriran  officers  ivounrltd.—CoU  Campbell.  '  ith  infanti*)-,  severely  knee 
fractured  (since  dead.)  Capt  Kuig.  liA  do  severely;  shot  wound  in  the  abdomen.  Capt.  Head, 
25th  do.  badly  ;  flesh  wotnid  in  tie  thigh  Capt  Hanison  4n\  doing  duty  in  the  9th  do  severely  : 
3hot  ill  the  shoulder.  Lieut.  Barton,  mh  do.  severely  ;  shot  below  the  knee,  and  bone  fractured. 
Lieut.  De  -V  itt,  25lh  do  stvci'  ly.  Licut.  Pattliiiv,  25<\\  'lo.  badly  j  flesh  woun;!  in  the  thigh.  Mci-:: , 
cBrimhall ,  9th  do.  slightly. 
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sons,  whether  commissiojied  olllicers  or  others,  wlio  iu  tiie  actior. 
of  the  5tb,  contributed  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  succe.'-jfii 
result  of  that  day. 

I  am  not  asked  for  an  account  of  the  dispositions  made  of  the 
troops  under  my  command,  during  the  action  ;  I  wil',  therefore, 
confine  myself  strictlv  to  the  general  order. 

A  severe  action  has  been  fought,  and  a  signal  victory  |j;ained. 
ThK  general  ordei  of  the  6th  in.it.  attributes  that  victory  to  the 
1st  brigade  of  infantry,  and  Capt.  Towson's  company  of  artil- 
lery under  my  command.  It  was  believed  at  tht  time,  and  has 
since  been  clearly  ascertained^  that  of  the  forces  engagt^d,  the  eo- 
emy  vvere  greatly  superior  in  numbers.  Under  such  circumstan- 
ces, victory  could  not  have  been  obtained,  without  a  very  genera! 
participation  of  all  rjinks  and  grades  in  the  event. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  assured  by  every  commanding 
officer,  (which  is  confirmed  by  my  own  personal  observation)  that 
every  man  and  of  eve?-y  grade  in  action,  evinced  a-n  ability  to 
meet  even  a  greater  shock  than  that  encountered,  with  like  suc- 
cess. 

The  truth  of  this  observation  was  most  conspicuous  in  the  very 
crisis  of  the  action.  Conduct,  universally  good,  leaves  but  little 
room  for  discrimination.  Accordingly,  but  few  names  are  report- 
ed to  me  by  the  several  commandants  of  battalion,  as  entitled  to  a 
select  mention,  (in  respect  to  their  gallant  comrades)  and  those 
cases  are  noticed  principally  from  accidental  circumstances  of 
good  .r  bad  fortune... .As  in  the  instance  of  Captain  Ketchum  of 
the  25th  infantry,  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  be  detached  with 
his  compan}-,  by  order  of  Major  Jessup,  to  attack  a  much  superior 
force  whilst  the  battalion  was  engaged  with  another  body  of  the 
enemy.  Captain  Ketchum  gallantly  sustained  himself  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  hi.s  orders,  till  the  battalion  had  cleared  its  own  front  in 
order  to  march  to  his  support. 

The  good  conduct  of  Captain  Harrison,  commanded  by  Major 
Leavenworth,  and  observed  by  myself,  was  of  another  kind.  A 
cannon  ball  shattered  and  carried  away  part  of  his  leg.  The  cap- 
tain preserved  a  perfect  serenity  under  the  tortures  of  bis  wound, 
and  utterly  refused  any  assistance  from  the  ranks  until  the  enemy 
should  be  beaten.  So  glorious  a  display  of  fortitude  had  the  hap- 
piest effect. 

Of  the  three  battalions  of  infantry  composing  the  1st  brigade^ 
the  first  consisted  of  the  0th  and  a  detachment  oftlic  22d  regt. 
under  command  of  Major  Leavenworth.  The  2d  battalion,  or  the 
11th  regt,  was  gallantly  conducted  towards  its  place,  in  order  of 
battle,  by  Col.  Campbell,  who  being  early  wounded,  was  succeeded 
by  Major  M'Neil.  Major  Jessup  commanded  the  25th  regiment, 
or  the  remaining  battalion  of  the  brigade.  Of  these  tliree  excel 
lent  officers,  it  \\o\i\d  be  difficult  to  say  which  wa.f  the  most  mer" 


.jr:oii.'<,  or  mo!^:t  conspicnously  engaged.  The  2alh  regiment  haV- 
Mig  been  detached  to  my  left,  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  wing, 
was  rested  in  a  wood.  Major  Jessiip  was  less  uiider  my  personal 
observation  thaii  the  otlier  commanders  ;  but  I  had  every  evidenc;? 
ryf  the  able  dispositions  he  made  of  his  corps,  as  vvei!  by  the  report 
if  my  aids,  as  by  the  effect  ho  producc<l  on  that  part  of  the  ene- 
my's line,  immediately  opposed  to  him  ;  and  which  contributed 
very  much  to  the  general  success  of  tlie  day.  M^jor  Jessup  had 
his  horse  shot  under  him. 

The  other  two  battalions,  with  an  enlarged  inlerval  botweer 
♦hem,  received  the  enemy  in  open  plain. ...that  under  Major  Leav- 
enworth, parallel  to  the  attack. ...that  under  Major  M'Neii,  with 
its  left  wing  thrown  forward  to  take  tiie  enemy  in  front,  and 
flank  at  the  sanie  time.  Captain  Towson,  who  commenced  ihr 
fire  before  the  troops  were  in  the  order  of  battle,  immediately  ^- 
ter  advanced  to  the  front  of  the  extreme  right  witii  3  pieces  oJ' 
artillery,  and  took  post  on  the  river.  Majors  Leavenworth  and 
M'Neii  made  prompt  dispositions  to  receive  the  charge. ...The  fire 
of  these  corps,  (inchuling  the  artillery)  produced  a  prodigious  effecl 
in  the  enemy's  ranks.  That  of  Major  M'Neii  was  the  most  effec- 
tive, from  the  oblique  position  which  his  corps  judiciousi}'  occupi- 
ed. The  enemy's  batteries  were  also  admirably  served ;  to  the 
fire  of  which  all  the  corps  were  exposed. ...that  of  Major  Leaven- 
worth more  particularly.  This  cannonade,  however,  did  not  pre- 
vent the  latter  from  preserving  his  corps  in  the  most  excellent  or- 
der, at  all  tiines  prepared,  to  advance  or  to  fire,  to  give,  or  to 
receive  the  charge. 

Captain  Towson  finally  silenced  the  enemy's  most  effective 
battery,  by  blowing  up  an  amniunition  waggon,  which  produced 
great  confusion.  Turning  next  a  heavy  discharge  of  canuister  on 
the  enemy's  infantry,  now  nearly  in  contact  with  our  line,  ad- 
vancing to  the  charge. ...the  enemy  could  not  long  sustain  this  ac- 
cumulation of  fire. ...lie  broke,  and  fled  to  his  strong  %vorks  beyond 
Chippewa.     All  the  corps  pursued  with  promptitude. 

To  mention  them  in  order  of  their  rank,  (1  know  of  no  oths- 
i«  this  case)  Majors  Jessup,  Leavenworth,  and  M'Neii,  and  Cap'.. 
Towson,  deserve,  in  my  humble  opinion,  every  thiug  wliich  cr  ;- 
snicuous  skill  and  gallantry  can  wish  from  a  grateful  country. 

I  cannot  close  this  account  of  meritorious  conduct,  witliout 
mentioning  the  great  services  rendered  me  by  those  two  gallant 
young  soldierF,  Lieuts.  Worth  and  Watts,  my  aids. 

There  was  no  danger  they  did  not  cheerfully  encounter,  i» 
i^ommunioating  my  orders;  and  by  their  zeal  and  intrepidity, 
won  the  admiration,  as  they  had  before  the  esteem,  of  the  whole 
brigade.  They  both  rendered  essential  service  at  critical  moments, 
by  assisting  the  commandants  of  corps  in  forming  the  troops,  un- 
der circumstances  which   precluded  the    voice  from  being  heard. 


S50  SKETCHES  Otf 

This  cojrduct  iias  been  handsomeiy  pcknowiedgeu  hy  the  ofc 
cers  of  tlie  line,  who  have  joined  in  requesting  that  it  might  b' 
particular!}'  noticed. 

My  brigade  major,  Lieut.  Smith,  rendered  me  every  assistance 
'.vhich  his  accidental  situation  on  foot  permitted  ;  he  is  entitled  to 
'Tiy  thanks. 

During  the  action.  Major  Wood,  of  the  engineers,  and  Captain 
flarris  of  the  dragoons,  whose  troop  could  not  act,  ^ame  up,  and 
very  handsomely  tendered  their  services.  The  latter  had  hie 
horse  shot  under  him.  It  is  proper  that  I  should  take  this  oppor- 
■unit}-  to  mention  the  case  of  Captain  Crooker,  of  the  &th  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  in  the  affair  of  the  4th  of  July,  on  the  same 
ground  on  which  the  action  of  the  5th  was  fought. 

I  have  already  bad  the  honor  of  mentioning  this  verbally  to  the 
commanding  general. 

It  is  due  to  the  gallaai  individual  more  particularly  concerned^ 
"that  his  conduct  should  be  formally  noticed. 

My  brigade  constituted  the  advance  of  the  army... .in  descend- 
ng  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Niagara,  from  Fort  Erie,  we  met  an 
advanced  corps  of  the  enemy  at  Black  Creek,  strongly  posted  be- 
hind that  stream.  Captain  Towson,  who  was  with  the  advance, 
obliged  the  enemy  to  fall  back,  who,  on  retreating,  took  up  the 
bridge  over  the  creek.  Captain  Crooker,  who  flanked  out  to  th.e, 
left  of  our  march,  had  crossed  this  stream  some  distance  above  the 
bridge,  and  was  pursuing  the  enemy,  just  as  the  head  of  the  brig- 
ade column  arrived  at  the  bridge,  which  could  not  be  passed  until 
the  pioneers  had  replaced  the  boards  which  the  enemy  had  hasti- 
ly removed.  Whilst  this  operation  was  going  on.  Captain  Crook- 
er immediately  within  my  view,  was  suddenly  enveloped  by  a 
troop  of  the  19th  light  dragoons,  composing  a  part  of  the  enemy's 
rear  guard.  He  fought  his  way  to  a  house,  then  near  to  him, 
lurned  upon  the  enen-^y,  and  put  them  to  flight.  Captains  Hull 
^nd  Harrison,  and  Lieutenant  Randolph,  with  a  small  party,  were 
at  the  same  time  marching  to  the  support  of  Captain  Crooker,  and 
arrived  just  as  the  enemy  vv-ere  put  to  flight.  I  have  witnessed 
nothing  more  gallant  in  partizan  war,  than  was  the  conduct  of 
Captain  Crooker  and  his  company. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  SCOTT,  Gen.  1st  brigade. 

Agreeably  to  general  orders,  1  transmit  the  following  report: 
At  the  commencement  of  the  action  of  the  6th  July,  Captairj 
Towson's  company  of  artillery,  with  the  first  brigade,  was  solely 
engaged  with  the  enemy.. ..he  maintained  his  position  on  the  right 
and  kept  up  a  spirited  and  destructive  fite  during  the  advance  of 
'he  enemy.  Amidst  the  fire  and  charge  of  the  enemy,  the  cap- 
■■''n  and  h';'  subalterns.   Lieutenant?  Camnbe!!   and   Schmuck  ant! 
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i<ieutenant  Randolph  of  the  infantry,  commanding  the  reserve  of 
artillery,  behaved  with  great  gallantry... .and  I  am  proud  to  say, 
tended  greatly  to  check  the  impetuosity  of  the  enemy. 

At  an  early  part  of  the  battle,  the  captain's  piece  was  thrown 
out  of  action  by  a  twenty-four  pound  shot  from  the  eneniy ;  yet 
his  zeal  and  exertions  were  given  with  his  characteristic  spirit  to 
the  remaining  pieces,  and  he  reports  handsomely  of  the  conduct  of 
his  officers,  non-commissioued  officers  and  men. 

About  the  time  the  enemy  commenced  their  charge,  and  at  the 
moment  they  brok^.  Captain  Ritchie's  company  of  artillery,  and 
one  piece  (a  twelve  pounder)  of  Captain  Biddf  It's  company  of  ar- 
tillery under  Lieutenant  H:-ill,  participated  in  the  action.  The 
captains,  officirs,  non  commissioned  officers  and  men,  conducted 
themselves  as  brave  and  faithful  soldiers,  and  the  whole  artillery 
then  on  the  field  purssied,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
with  rapidity,  and  saw  them  precipitate  themselves  within  their 
works.  At  this  period  of  the  action  two  eighteen  pounders  un- 
der Captain  Williams,  and  the  remainder  of  Captain  Biddell's  ar- 
tillery were  brought  upon  the  field;  but  those  officers  reluctantly 
quitted  the  ground  without  being  permitted  to  open  battery  upon 
the  enemy's  works. 

To  particularize,  if  all  had  been  engaged  from  first  to  last, 
would  be  invidious,  but  in  this  case.  Captain  Towson  and  compa- 
ny deserve  particular  mention.  The  captain  being  so  fortunate 
as- to  be  ordered  in  advance  with  his  co'npany  of  artillery,  only^, 
had  an  opportunite  of  shewing  his  gallantry  and  distinguishing 
himself,  officers  and  soldiers,  above  others.  With  due  respect, 
yours,  &c.  J  illNDMAN,  Maj.  Com.  Bat.  Art. 

C.  K.  Gardner,  Adj.  Gen. 

Draft  of  the  scene  of  action The  following  additional  par- 
ticulars, together  with  the  draft  of  the  scene  of  action  at  Chippe- 
wa, will  throw  considerable  light  on  the  official  details. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  Gen.  Scott  advanced  upon  Chippewa,  and 
with  Capt.  Towson's  division  of  artillery  drove  the  enemy's  pick- 
ets across  the  bridge.  In  the  afternoon,  General  Ripley  with  the 
field  and  park  artillery  under  Major  Hiadman,  took  the  same 
route  and  encamped  on  the  ground  with  General  Scott's  advance. 
The  subjoined  sketch  shews  the  order  of  encampment,  and  will  il- 
lustrate the  events  which  subsetjuentljr  occurred. 
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gl;  Enemy's  batteries.      \\\  Enemy's  block- 
houses.    l!i|  Bridges.      O  White  House, 

On  the  morning  of  the  4lh  of  July,  the  British  Indians  had  fil 
Jed  the  woods  contiguous  to  the  American  encampment,  and  com- 
menced firing  at  our  piquets.    Rcconr-oitering  parties  from  Chippe- 
wa were  frequently  observed  during  tUe  day,  along  the  river  road  : 
and  information  was  received  that  reinforcements  had  arrived. 

On  the  5th,  the  same  course  was  pursued.  The  Indians  were 
discovered  almost  in  the  rear  of  our  camp.  At  this  moment  Gen. 
Porter  arrived  with  his  volunteers  and  Indians.  General  Brown 
immediately  directed  them  to  enter  the  woods  and  effectually 
scour  thenn  Gens.  Brown,  Scott,  and  Ripley  were  at  the  white 
house  marked  O,  rcconnoitering.  General  Porter's  corps  seemed 
sweeping  liia-  a  torrent  every  thing  before  them  until  they  almost 
debouched  from  the  woods  opposite  Chippewa.  At  a  moment  a 
volley  of  niusquetrv  convinced  General  Brown  that  the  whole 
British  force  had  crossed  the  Chippewa  bridge,  and  that  the  ac- 
4ion  must  become  general.  He  gave  immediate  orders  to  Gene- 
ral Scott  to  advanc.  and/ee.'  the  enemy,  and  to  General  Ripley 
to  be  in  readiness  to  support.  In  a  few  minutes  the  Bntisu  hne 
vvas  discovered  formed  and  rapidly  advancing....their  right  (the 
Royal  Scots)  upon  the  woods,  and  the  left  (the  prince  regent'.^)  on 
the  river,  with  the  king's  own  for  their  reserve.  Their  object 
was  to  gain  the  bri^lge  across  the  oreek  in  front  of  our  encamp- 
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:aient,  which  if  done,  would  have  compelled  us  to  rctsic.  Gci; 
Bro.vii  t  ariijg  a  '.lt»nk  movement  of  the  enemy  througli  the  woods 
on  the  left  of  our  cainp,  and  wit!i  a  view  to  seize  our  reserve  of 
artillery,  directed  Gen.  Ripley  not  to  advance  until  he  gave  h'lro 
orders.  At  the  same  time  he  rode  to  the  first  line  with  his  staff 
and  an  escort  of  30  dragoons,  in  order  to  direct  thf  whole  nrjove- 
ments  of  the  field,  and  animate  the  troops  by  his  presence.  M^'an- 
while  General  Scott,  under  a  most  trtmeudous  fire  of  the  ent  niy's 
artillery  crossed  the  bridge  which  the  enemy  had  endeavored  to 
gain,  and  formed  his  line.  The  enemy's  orders  were  to  give  one 
volley  at  a  distance,  and  immediately  charge.  But  such  was  the 
warmth  of  our  musketry  that  they  could  not  withstand  it.  At  this 
moment  General  Brown  sent  orders  to  General  Ripley  to  mak-  8. 

movement  through  the  woods  upon  the   enemy's    right  fia-ik 

"With  the  21st  regiment  he  pa-sed  a  ravine  in  his  front  where  the 
men  had  to  wade  up  to  their  chins,  and  advanced  as  rapidly  zv. 
possible.  But  before  ne  coroinenced  filing  from  the  woods  into 
the  open  land  under  the  eneiny'^  batteries,  they  had  been  com- 
pletely broken  by  the  conl  bravery  and  discipline  of  Gen.  Scott'E 
brigade,  and  precipitaten  theiTist-lves  across  the  Chippewa  bridge, 
which  they  broke  down  on  their  retreat, 

D^atk   of  General  Swift On    the    12th   of  July,   Brigadier 

General  Swift  (late  of  Palrnyra,  Ontario  county,  N  Y.)  volun- 
teered his  services  to  General  Brown,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's 
position  and  works  at  fort  George,  accompanied  by  a  party  of  120 
vounteers;  and  having,  by  the  most  judicious  arrangements,  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing,  without  the  discharge  of  a  gun,  an  out  post,. 
a  piquet  with  a  corporal,  and  6  men,  from  whom  he  expected  to 
obtain  important  information,  he  was  assassinated  by  one  of  the 
prisoners,  who,  after  begging  for  and  receiving  quarters,  shot  ihfe 
general  through  the  breast. 

The  alarm  occasioned  by  the  discharge  of  the  gun,  immediater 
ly  brought  towards  the  ground  a  patroling  party  of  the  enemy, 
ab  .'ut  50  or  60  strong;  Gen,  Swift  immediately  formed  his  men, 
advanced  at  their  head  upon  the  patrole,  and  commenced  a  suc- 
cessful engagement,  when  he  fell  exhausted  by  his  wounds.  The 
other  officers  of  his  command,  animated  by  the  example  of  hero- 
ism and  fortitude  which  had  been  set  them,  fought,  beat,  and 
drove  the  enemy  into  fort  George,  from  which  they  were  not 
more  than  half  a  mile  distant,  and  then  returned,  bearing  their 
\vounded  and  expiring  general  with  them. 

The  loss  sustained  in  the  fall  of  this  excellent  officer  was  se- 
verely felt.  After  serving  his  country  for  seven  years  in  the  wav 
of  the  revolution,  he  again  stepped  forward  as  a  volunteer,  to 
i;ive  the  aid  of  his  experience  in  support  of  the  violated  rights  of 
2  Y 
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his  country;  and  never  was  that  countrj'  called  upon  to  iameut 
the  loss  of  a  firmer  patriot  or  a  braver  man. 

He  was  interred  on  the  Annerican  side  of  the  Niagara  river,  on 
the  13th  of  July,  with  military  honours. 

Jrmy  movements  and  battle  at  Bridgexvater On  the  20th  oT 

July  the  army  undf-r  General  Brown  moved  from  Queenstou 
Heights,  and  encamped  in  the  rear  of  fort  George.  Before  the 
main  body  of  the  army  came  up.  General  Scott,  with  the  van, 
had  some  skirmishing;  but  as  the  enemy  kept  close  to  their 
-works,  nothing  important  occurred.  General  Brown  had  deter- 
mined upon  this  movement  with  a  view  of  inducing  the  enemy 
to  re-occupy  the  heights,  or  close  in  nearer,  so  as  to  bring  on  an 
engagement  out  of  his  works.  After  remaining  encamped  for 
two  days,  and  finding  no  prospect  of  effecting  his  object.  General 
Brown  returned,  and  found  a  body  of  militia  and  a  few  regulars 
in  and  about  the  heights.  General  Porter  pursued  them  with 
his  command  and  a  few  regulars,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
come   up  with  and  capture  7  officers  and  10  privates. 

On  the  23d  of  July,  General  Brown  received  information  by 
express,  that  a  number  of  heavy  guns  which  he  had  previously  or- 
dered from  Sacket's  Harbour,  to  enable  him  to  operate  against 
forit:  George  and  Niagara  were  blockaded  in  that  port,  together 
^vith  a  rifle  regiment  that  had  been  ordered  up  with  them;  and 
that  no  prospect  then  remained  of  effecting  their  conveyance  to 
him  In  consequence  of  this  disappointment,  he  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  change  his  position,  with  a  view  to  other  objects.  He 
accordingly,  on  the  25th  of  July,  moved  and  encamped  above 
Chippewa,  near  the  battle  ground  of  the  5tb. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
written  by  the  general,  give  a  detailed  account  of  subseqnent 
events : 

"  You  arc  already  apprised  that  the  army  had,  on  the  25th  July 
taken  a  position  at  Chippewa.  About  noon  of  that  day.  Colonel 
Swift,  who  was  posted  at  Lewiston,  advised  me  by  express,  that 
the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  in  Queenstown,  aud  on 
its  heights ;  that  four  of  the  enemy's  fleet  had  arrived  during  the 
preceding  night,  and  were  then  lying  near  fort  Niagara,  and  that 
a  number  of  boats  were  in  view,  moving  up  the  streight.  With- 
in a  few  minutes  after  this  intelligence  had  been  received,  I  wa; 
further  in  formed  by  Capt.  Demon  of  the  quarter-master's  department 
that  the  enemy  was  landing  at  Lewistown,  and  that  our  baggage 
and  stores  at  Schlosser,  and  on  their  way  thither,  were  in  danger 
of  immediate  capture.  It  is  proper  here  to  mention,  that  having 
received  advices  as  late  as  the  20!h  from  General  Gaines  th^t  ov 
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i\e,e-t  was  then  in  pjort,  and  tlie  commodore  sick,  we  ceased  to 
look  for  co-operation  from  that  quarter,  and  determiued  to  disen- 
cumber ourselves  of  baggage,  and  march  directly  for  BurUngton 
Heights.  To  mask  this  intention,  and  to  draw  from  Schiosser  a 
small  supply  of  provisions,  1  fell  back  upon  Chippewa.  As  this 
arrangement,  under  the  increased  force  of  the  enemy,  left  much 
at  hazard  on  our  own  side  of  the  Niagara,  and  as  it  appeared  by 
the  before  stated  information,  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  avail 
himself  of  it,  I  conceived  that  the  most  effectual  method  of  re- 
calling him  from  this  object,  was  to  put  myself  in  motion  towards 
Q,ueenstown.  General  Scott,  with  the  first  brigade,  Towson's  ar- 
tillery, and  all  the  dragoons  and  mounted  men,*  were  according- 
ly put  in  march  on  the  road  leading  thither,  with  orders  to  report 
if  the  enemy  appeared,  and  to  call  for  assistance  if  that  was  ne- 
cessary. 

"  On  the  general's  arrival  at  the  falls,  he  learned  that  the  ene- 
my  was  in  force  directly  in  front.. ..a  narrow  piece  of  woods  alone 
intercepting  his  view  of  them.  Waiting  only  to  give  this  infor- 
mation, he  advanced  upon  them.  By  the  time  the  assistant  adju- 
tant general  [Jones]  had  delivered  his  message,  the  action  began, 
and  before  the  remaining  part  of  the  division  had  crossed  the  Chip- 
pewa, it  became  close  and  general  between  the  advanced  corps. 
Though  General  Ripley,  with  the  second  brigade.  Major  Hind- 
raan  with  the  corps  of  artillery,  and  General  Porter  at  the  head 
of  his  command,  had  respectively  pressed  forward  with  ardour,  it 
was  not  less  than  an  hour  before  they  were  brought  to  sustain  Ge 
neral  Scott,  during  which  time  his  command  most  skilfully  and. 
gallantly  maintained  the  conflict.  Upon  my  arrival  I  found  that 
the  general  had  passed  the  wood  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
Queenstown  road  and  on  the  ground  to  the  left  of  it,  with  the 
9th,  11th  and  22d  regiments,  and  Towson's  artillery.  The  25t'a 
had  been  thrown  to  the  right  to  be  governed  by  circumstances. 
Apprehending  that  these  corps  were  much  exhausted,  and  know 
ing  that  they  had  suffered  severely,  I  determined  to  interpose  e. 
new  line  with  the  advancing  troops,  and  thus  disengage  General 
Scott,  and  hold  his  brigade  in  reserve.  Orders  were  accordingly 
given  to  General  Ripley.  The  enemy's  artillery  at  this  moment 
occupied  a  hill  which  gave  him  great  advantages,  and  was  the. 
key  of  the  whole  position.  It  was  supported  by  a  line  of  infantry. 
To  secure  the  victory,  it  was  necessary  to  carry  this  artillery  and. 
seize  the  height.  This  duty  was  assigned  to  Colonel  Miller,  while, 
to  favour  its  execution,  the  1st  regiment  under  the  command  oi 
Colonel  Nicholas,  was  directed  to  menace  and  amuse  the  infantry. 
To  my  great  mortification  this  regiment,  after  a  discharge  or  two^ 
Qjave  \vay  and  retreated  some  distance  before  i^  conld  he  ra'Tlieri ' 

*  TdisiTivceamcnitifptl  to  ic'O  (if-f^ 
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though  it  is  believed  the  officers  of  the  regiment  exerted  tlieii. 
selves  to  .shorten  this  distance,  fa  the  mean  time,  '.  olo«« )  aHI- 
!er,  without  regard  to  this  occurrence,  advancto  t^tehdily  and  t>al- 
kntl}  to  his  object,  and  carried  tiie  height  and  the  cannun.  Gen. 
Riplev  brought  up  the  '^34  (which  had  also  lault'rred)  to  his  sup- 
port, and  the  enemy  disappeared  from  before  thens.  The  1st  regt. 
was  now  brought  into  line  on  the  left  of  the  21st,  and  the  de- 
tachments of  the  17th  and  19th,  General  Porter  occupying  with 
his  con^iiiand,  the  extreme  left.  About  the  time  Colon*  1  Miller 
carried  the  enemy's  cannon,  the  25th  regimen^,  under  Major 
Jessup,  'vas  engaged  in  a  more  obstinate  conflict  with  all  that  re- 
mained to  dispute  with  us  the  field  of  battle.  The  Major,  as  has 
been  already  stated,  had  been  ordered  by  General  Scott,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  to  take  ground  to  his  right.  He 
had  succeeded  in  turning  the  enemy's  left  flank.. ..had  captured 
(by  a  detachment  under  Captain  Ketchum)  General  Riall  and  sun- 
dry ctlier  officers,  and  showed  himself  again  to  his  own  army  in  a 
blaze  of  fire,  w  hich  defeated  or  destroyed  a  very  superior  force 
of  the  <  aemy. 

"  He  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  2d  regiment 

The  enemy  rallying  his  forces,  and  as  it  is  bdieved,  having  re- 
ceived reinforceiBents,  now  attempted  to  drive  us  from  cur  posi- 
tion, and  regain  his  artillery.  Our  line  was  unshaken  and  the  ene- 
my repulsed.  Two  other  attemps  having  the  same  object  had  the 
same  issue.  General  Scott  was  again  engaged  in  repelling  the 
former  of  these  ;  and  the  last  I  saw  of  him  on  the  field  of  battle, 
he  was  near  the  head  of  his  column,  and  giving  to  its  march  a 
direction  that  would  have  placed  him  on  the  enemy's  right.  It 
was  with  ^! ;  at  pleasure  I  saw  the  good  order  and  intrepidity  of 
General  Portt^r's  volunteers  from  the  moment  of  their  arrival, 
but  during  the  last  charge  of  the  enemy,  those  qualities  were  con- 
spicuous. Stimulated  by  the  examples  set  thon»  by  their  gallant 
leader,  by  Major  Wood  of  the  Pennsylvania  corps,  by  Colonel 
Dobbin  of  Newyork,  and  by  the  officers  generally,  they  precipi- 
tated themselves  upon  the  enem\'s  line,  and  made  all  the  prisoners 
which  were  taken  at  this  point  of  the  action. 

**  Having  been  for  some  time  wounded,  and  being  a  good  deal 
exhausted  by  loss  of  blood,  it  became  my  wish  to  devolve  the 
command  on  General  Scott,  and  retire  from  the  field  ;  but  on  en- 
quiry, I  had  the  misfortune  to  learn,  that  he  was  disabled  b}' 
wounds.  I  therefore  kept  my  post,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  see 
the  enemy's  last  efibrt  repulsed.  I  now  consigned  the  cummanc 
to  General  Ripley. 

"  While  retiring  from  the  field,  I  saw  and  felt  that  the  victory 
was  complete  on  our  part,  if  proper  measures  were  promptly 
adopted  to  secure  it.  The  exhaustion  of  the  men,  was  however 
such  as  made  some  refreshment  necessary.     They  particularly  re- 
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quired  waier.  i  was  myself  extremely  sensible  of  the  want  of 
this  necessary  article.  I  therefore  believed  it  proper  that  General 
Ripley  and  the  troops  should  return  to  camp,  after  bringing  oft" 
the  dead,  the  wounded  and  the  artillery  ;  and  in  this  1  saw  uo 
difficalt}-^,  as  the  enemy  had  entirely  ceased  to  act.  Within  an 
hour  after  my  arrival  in  camp,  1  was  informed  that  General  Rip- 
ley had  returned  without  annoyance  and  in  good  order. 

"  I  feel  most  sensibly  how  inadequate  are  my  powers  in  speak- 
ing of  the  troops,  to  do  justice  either  to  their  merits  or  to  my  owe 
sense  of  them. 

"  From  the  preceding  detail  you  have  new  evidence  of  the  dis- 
tinguished gallantry  of  Generals  Scott  and  Porter,  of  Col.  Millef 
and  Major  Jessup. 

"Of  the  1st  brigade,  the  chief,  with  his  aid-de-camp.  Worth. 
his  major  of  brigade.  Smith,  and  every  commander  of  battalion . 
were  v/ounded. 

"  The  2d  brigade  suffered  less  ;  but  as  a  brigade,  their  conduc': 
entitled  them  to  the  applause  of  their  country.  After  the  enemy': 
strong  position  had  been  carried  by  the  21st,  and  the  detachmenti- 
of  the  17th  and  19th,  the  1st  and  23d  assumed  a  new  character, 
They  could  not  again  be  shaken  or  dismayed.  Major  M'Farlandj^ 
of  the  latter,  fell  nobly  at  the  head  of  his  battalion. 

**  Under  the  command  of  General  Porter,  the  militia  volun 
teers  of  Pennsylvania  and  Newyork  stood  undismayed  amidst  tht 
hottest  fire,  and  repulsed  the  veterans  opposed  to  them.  The  Ca- 
nadian volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Wilcox,  are  reported 
by  General  Porter  as  having  merited  and  received  his  approba- 
tion. 

"The  corps  of  artillery  commanded  by  Major  Hindman,  behav- 
ed with  its  usual  gallantry.  Captain  Tovvson's  company,  attach- 
ed to  the  1st  brigade,  was  the  first  and  the  last  engaged ;  and^ 
during  the  whole  conflict,  maintained  that  high  character  which 
they  had  previously  won  by  their  skill  and  their  valour.  Captaint. 
Biddle  and  Ritchie  were  both  wounded  early  in  the  action,  but  re' 
fused  to  quit  the  field.  The  latter  declared  that  he  never  would 
leave  his  piece  ;  and,  true  to  his  engagement,  fell  by  its  side,  co- 
vered with  wounds. 

"  The  staff  of  -the  army  had  its  peculiar  merit  and  distinction. 
Colonel  Gardner,  adjutant  general,  though  ill,  was  on  horseback, 
and  did  all  in  his  power :  his  assistant.  Major  Jones,  was  very  ac- 
tive and  useful.  My  gallant  aids-de-camp,  Austin  and  Spencer^ 
had  many  and  critical  duties  to  perform,  in  the  discharge  of  which 
the  latter  fell ;  I  shall  ever  think  of  this  young  man  with  pride 
and  regret  ;  regret,  that  his  career  has  been  so  short;  pride,  that 
it  has  been  so  noble  and  distinguished.  The  engineers.  Majors 
M'Ree  and  Wood,  were  greatly  distinguished  on  this  day,  and 
their  high  military  talents  exerted  with  great  effect they  were 
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much  under  n)y  eye,  aod  near  my  person,  and  to  their  aasistanci; 
a  great  deal  is  fairly  to  be  ascribed  ;  I  most  earnestly  recomnn^ird 
tbeiB  as  worthy  of  the  highest  trust  and  confidence.  The  staff 
of  Generals  Ripley  and  Porter  discovered  great  zeal  and  atteutioa 
Id  duty.  Lituienant  E.  B.  Randolph,  of  the  20th  regiment,  is 
entitled  to  notice;  his  courage  was  conspicuous." 

The  fence  of  ihe  British  engage<l,  according  to  their  own  ac- 
count, amounted  to  nearly  4500  regulars,  besides  Indians,  &o;  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  General  Drummond  and  Major  Gerfferal 
Riall.  The  American  force  did  not  exceed  2800;  no  Indians  be- 
Tfig  employed.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  according  to  his  official 
statement,  was  84  killed,  559  wounded,  193  missing,  and  42  pri- 
soners....total,  878.*  The  American  loss  was  171  hilled,  672 
wounded,  and  177  missing.. ..total  860.f 

The  following  letter  from  a  surgeon  of  the  21&t  regiment, 
written  the  day  after  the  engagement,  will  be  found  to  contain 
many  interesting  particulars ; 

*  Other  accounts  state  the  loss  of  the  pnemy  to  exceed   1000.    From  the  official  account  of  the     • 
Anifrican  inspector  general,  it  appears  that  we  took  169  prisoners ;  among  whom  were  Maj.  Ge«. 
lliatl,  who  was  severely  wounded  in  the  arm,  i  aid  to  Gen.  Druminond  6  captains,  and  H  subalterns. 

t  American  ojh-ers kitUd.—Maj.  M'Faiiand,  23d  intantrr  ;  Capt.  Ritchie,  corps  of  artiller)- ;  Capt. 
'lull,  9lh  infaiury;  Capt.  Kinney,  liOi  do.,  Capt  Goodrich,  nth  do.;  Fiistlieutenant  Bigelow, 
Elst  do.;  First-lieutenant  Turner,  9th  do.  .  SecDniilimtenant  Burghard,  9th  do  ;  Ensign  Hunter, 
25th  do.  :  Captani  Hooper,  New-Vo\k  volunteers     Adjutant  Poe,  Pennsylvania  volunteers. 

Officers  Txiounrfed  — Major-General  Brown,  seven ly  wounded  through  the  thigli  and  in  the  side  ; 
Captain  Soencer.  aid  to  the  maiorgenei-al,  through  the   bodj .  mortal.    Ariillery— Captain  BiddeU, 
slightly,  shot  wounds  in  the  necit  and  arm;  Second-lieutenant  Campbell,  badly,  through  the   leg; 
Second-lieutenant  Schmuck  severely,     lirst  B;•^>^</t^— Brigadier-General  bcott,  severely,  shoulder 
fractured  and  wound  in  the  side ;  Lieutenant  J.  D.  ftmith ,  6ih  infanlrj,  brigade  major,  badly  through 
the  leg ;  Lieut.  Worth,  23d  infanu-y,  aid  d'  -camp  seveiely.  grape  shot  in  the  thigh,     9th  infantry— 
TMajor  Leavenworth,  slightly,  contusion  in  the  side;  Capt  W.  L    Foster,  slightly,  in  the  shoulder  ; 
Lieut,  and  pay-master  Fowle.  slightly,  shot  in  the  fool ;  Lieut  and  quartermaster  Browning,  shght- 
ly,  shot  in  the  face:  Second-Litut.  Fisher.  «everely,  shot  in  the  head  and  wrist;  Third-Lieut.  Cush- 
I'nan.  slightly,  in  th.- thitrli  ni.d  shoulder  .  Ensign  G    Jacobs, severely,  -hot  wound  iu  the  knte .  En- 
sign J.  f  Jacobs,  slighllv.   in  ilKshouHer;  Ensign  Blake,  slightly,  intliolnee.     1 1  ih  intautry— 
Major  M'Neil,  severely  canm^tl.i  shoi  in  tlietliigh;  Capt.  Bliss,  badly. shot  ii>  i)..;  leg  :    First-Lieut. 
Ilaie.  slightly,  shot  in  the   thgh  ,  Stcond-Lient    Cwper,    .slightly,   contusion  inlhe  breast ;  Third 
J.icut.  Stephenson,  slightly, in  the  ihigli ;  Knsign  Eedlord,  slightly  hurt  in  the  abdomen  by  a  splin  - 
I  er  ;  Eii«iRn  Thompson.  (iCth,  doing  duty  in  the  I  Ith)  severely,  siiot  wound  iu  the  side.    22d  infan  - 
trj  —Colonel  Brady,  severely,  shot  wound  in  the  side  and  hip  :  Capt   Pentland,  severely  wounded 
iiiid  a   prisoner:  Capt.  Foullc,  severely,  shot  wound  in  the  side  ;  First-Lieut.  Culbertson,  severely, 
!  hot  wound  in  the  leg :  First-Lieut.  Feiguson,  severely  shot  in  the  band  from  a  cannister  :  Second 
J.ieut.  Aimslroiig.  dangerously,  shot  wound  in  the  shoulder;  Third-Lieut- Bean  slightly,  shot  in  tlie" 
loot.    25th  inla^itiy— Major  J.  ssup.  severely,  shot  svoiuids  in  the  hand  and  shoulder  :  Lieutenant  and 
Adjutant  Sliajlor,  severely,  shot  wounds  in  the  arm  and  side  ;  Lieut  and  qiiartei-mnster  M'Glassin, 
hadly  sh.rf  wounds  in  the  shoulder  ;  'I  bird-Lietit   Giafl'oi-d  severely,  shot  wounds  in  the  hip,      Se- 
ro7ui  Brigade— ,  ,x  inlantr}— First-Lieut.  Vasquez,  slightly,  shot  in  the  tliigh,  and  bayonet  in  the  leg 
First- Lieut   l;is?il.  slightly,  in  llie  leg.    2lst  infaulr>— Capt.  Burbank,  severely  shoulder  fractured    i 
First  Lieut.  Cilley,severplv.  thigh  fractured:  becontlLicut.  Fisk,  (of  the  IWth  attached)  slightly,  iu 
liicbtea't;  Ensign  Joues.'slighth,  fiesh  wound  in  the  wrist;  Ensign  Camp,  (^d  ride  regiment  sei- 
\ing  with  the  regiment  altacheiU  flesh  wound  in  the  ancle ;  Ensign  Thomas,  slightly,  contusion  iu 
the  back     23d  in.antrj— Capt  Odell,  severely,  -ihot  wound  in  the  arm  ;  First-Lieut   H  Whiting,  se- 
\etelr  in  the  neck ;  Second-Lieut.  Ingersol  sliglitly,  ia  the  (not    becoud-Lieut.  iappan, slightly,  in 
iliehead:    Ihi.d  Lieut.    Abcal,  siiglitly  in  tiie   leg:   Ihird  Lieut.  Dietereich,  slightly,  in  the  arm  ; 
'iliitdl.itut    Laniii,  severely,  in  the  teg.    lirigadier-General  i'oner'j  fomwawrf— Sew- York  voluu- 
vitr.— Lieulenani-Culonel  Uobhiu,  sliKhtly,  shot  in  the  bnast;  Lieut  O.  Fling,  slightly,  spent  com- 
ifion  shot  in  the  shoiildti.     Pennsylvania  voluuteers— Major  Wood,  severely  musket   shots  iu  the 
•jrin  and  toot  atid  bruised  by  his  horse  bt:ing  shot  and  falling  on  him  ;    Quarter-Master  Maclay,  se- 
verely rmiskct  sliois  in  the  head  and    twice    through  the  leg  :    Lieut,  Dick,  severely,  shot  in  the 
haiiil     iirig.  Gen  Porter  «as  sligh'.Iy  wounded,  but  declined  b»;ing  reported., 

(/Jji  en  wjs««i,'— Fiist-Lieut  I'erry.  9ih  inlantr}— a  prisoner  ;  Third-Lieut-  Webster,  11th infan- 
u\  ;ivirii)  shot  in  the  head  and  taken  prisoner ;  Lieuts  SturgisKeps  and  Davidson,  22d  intiintry— 
:.uppostdto  be  killed.  Volunteers— Brigade  Maj.  Stanton  of  New- York,  taken  niisoniir'  Cap'.m5 
liohrt'.'  or  l'..,ns>lvi»nia.  taken  i>ri,orier:  Ihw.  flniit  of  Xcw  ^otl",  .Mippottil  H.h-  L'Jlid 
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"■'Last  night  was  Jlought  the  most  sanguinary  action  the  annals 
r>i  this  country  record. 

"  In  the  afternoon  the  enemy  advanced  towards  Chippevvft 
with  a  powerful  force.  At  6  o'clock  General  Scott  was  ordered 
to  advance  with  his  brigade  and  attack  them.  He  was  soon  re- 
inforced by  General  Ripley's  brigade  ;  they  met  the  enemy  in 
great  force  below  the  falls.  They  had  selected  their  ground  for 
the  night,  intending  to  attack  our  camp  before  daylight.  The  ac- 
tion began  just  before  7,  and  an  uninterrupted  stream  of  musket- 
ry continued  till  half  past  8,  when  there  was  some  cessation^  the 
British  falling  back,  li  soon  began  again  with  some  artillery, 
which,  with  slight  interruptions,  continued  till  half  past  10,  when 
there  was  a  charge,  and  a  tremendous  stream  of  fire  closed  the 
conflict.  Both  armies  fought  with  a  desperation  bordering  on 
madness;  neither  would  yield  the  palm,  but  each  retired  a  short 
distance,  wearied  out  with  fatigue.  Such  a  constant  and  destruc- 
tive fire  was  never  before  sustained  by  Americm  troops  without 
falling  back. 

"The  enemy  had  collected  their  whole  force  in  the  peninsula, 
and  were  reinforced  by  troops  from  Lord  Wellington's  army,just 
landed  from  Kingston.  For  two  hours  the  two  hostile  lines  were 
within  20  yards  of  each  other,  and  so  frequently  intermingled^ 
that  often  an  officer  would  order  an  enemy's  platoon.  The  moon 
shone  bright;  but  part  of  out  men  being  dressed  like  the  Glenga 
rian  regiment  caused  the  deception.  They  frequently  charged, 
and  were  as  often  driven  back.  Our  regiment,  under  Coione! 
Miller,  was  ordered  to  storm  the  British  batteriy.  We  charged, 
and  took  every  piece  of  the  enemy's  cannon.  We  kept  posses- 
sion of  the  ground  and  cannon  until  12  o'clock  at  night,  when 
%ve  all  fell  back  to  camp,  distant  more  than  two  miles.  This  was 
done  to  secure  our  camp,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  at- 
tacked in  the  rear.  Our  horses  being  most  of  them  killed,  and 
i.here  being  no  ropes  to  the  pieces,  we  got  oft'  but  two  or  three. 
The  men  were  so  excessively  fatigued  they  could  not  drag  them. 
We  lost  one  howitzer,  the  horses  being  on  full  gallop  toward  the 
enemy,  to  attack  them,  the  riders  were  shot  off  and  the  horses 
ran  through  the  enemy's  line.  We  lost  one  piece  of  cannon, 
which  was  too  much  advanced,  every  man  being  shot  that  had 
charge  of  it,  but  two.  Several  of  our  caissons  were  blown  up  by 
their  rockets,  which  did  some  injury,  and  deprived  our  cannon  of 
ammunition.  The  lines  were  so  near  that  cannon  could  not  be 
used  with  advantage. 

"This  morning  Gen.  Ripley  marched  our  whole  force  to  the  bat- 
tle ground,  to  bury  our  dead  and  secure  what  wounded  were  left. 
The  enemy  had  gotten  many  who  were  badly  wounded  and  left 
on  the  ground.  He  marched  near  their  army,  but  neither  were 
dTsposred  to  engage.     We  took  about  200  non-commissioned  offi- 
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cers  and  privates  prisoners,  and  21  officers,  including  Major  Geuc 
Riall,  who  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder.  They  acknowledge 
Colonel  Gordon,  of  the    100th,  and   many  other   British  officers 

Inlled.-' 

Biography  of  General  Scott Winfield  Scott  was  born 

June  13th,  1785.,  near  Petersburg,  Dinwiddie  county,  Virginia. 
He  was  early  intended  for  .t!ie  bar,  and  went  through  the  usual 
courpc  of  classical  and  other  preparatory  studies,  which  he  con- 
cluded at  William  and  Mary  College.  He  soon  after  settled  at 
Petersburg,  and,  in  1§0G,  commenced  the  practice  of  the  law, 
A'ith  fiatteriijg  indications  of  future  success.  The  attack  upon 
lie  frigate  Chesapeake,  which  kindled  into  a  flame  every  young 
-nd  active  spirit  in  tlie  nation,  roused  him  from  the  calm  pursuits 
■f  peace  ;  and  the  measures  taken  by  congress  at  their  next  ses- 
sion, making  it  probable  that  a  war  with  Great  Britain  would  en- 
sue, he  accepted,  in  1808,  a  captaincy  in  the  regiment  of  light 
artillery,  which  was  raised  on  the  first  enlargement  of  our  milita- 
'V  establishment.  In  this  situation  he  continued  to  serve,  until  the 
Jeclaration  of  wr.r  in  1812,  a  period  of  about  four  years,  some- 
limes  ardently  prosecuting  military,  sometimes  legal  studies,  ac- 
t-ording  as  the  probabilities  of  war  or  peace  seemed  to  predomi- 
nate. 

In  March,  1812,  he  acted  as  judge  advocate  upon  the  trial  of 
Jo\.  Cushing,  a  report  of  which  he  afterwards  published.  Hh 
'^ble  management  of  this  interesting  cause,  and  his  eloquent  and 
well-argued  replication  to  the  prisoner's  defence,  afford  honoura 
ble  proofs  of  his  legal  acquirements  and  talents. 

About  this  period,  considering  himself  injured  by  General  Wil- 
.Vinson,  Captain  Scott  expressed  himself  upon  the  subject  with 
freedom  and  boldness.  The  commanding  general  did  not  think 
proper  to  overlook  this  offence,  and  Captain  Scott  was  arrested, 
on  the  Mississippi,  where  he  was  then  stationed,  and  brought  to 
trial.  We  have  repeatedly  heard  his  defence  spoken  of  as  admi- 
rable, both  for  its  eloquence  and  its  biting  sarcasm.  But  the 
court  would  not  travel  out  of  the  record  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  original  wrong,  nor  admit  his  plea  of  justification.  The  law- 
was  considered  as  imperative;  Captain  Scott  was  accordingly 
found  guilty  (under  the  5th  article  of  the  Rules  and  Articles  of 
War)  of  speaking  with  contempt  and  disrespect  of  his  command- 
ng  officer,  and  was  suspended  for  twelve  months.  He  left  the 
camp,  followed  by  the  good  wishes  of  every  officer  to  whom  he 
vvas  personally  known  ;  every  one  saw  that  the  sedition,  if  any, 
had  been  committed  by  the  Senate,  and  ))ot  by  the  Gracchi. 

In  1812  Cipiain  Scott  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel  ill  the  2d,  or  Izard's  regiment  of  artillery.  Early  in  the 
lutnmn  of  thot  year  he  arrived  on  the   Niagara,  with  two  com- 
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jj^es  of  Ills  regiment,  and  took  post  at  Black-rock,  to  protect 
the  navy  yard.  On  the  8th  of  October,  Captain  Elliot,  of  the 
navy,  made  an  application  to  Colonel  Scott  for  assistance  in  men, 
fo  execute  an  enterprize  which  he  had  projected  against  two  Bri- 
tish brigs,  then  lying  at  anchor  under  the  guns  of  fort  Erie.  On 
the  morning  of  the  9th,  both  vessels  were  carried  in  a  most  gal- 
lant manner... .the  Adams  by  Captain  Elliot  in  person,  the  Cale- 
donia by  Captain  Towson,  of  the  artillery,  who  had  been  detach- 
ed with  a  part  of  his  company  to  the  assistance  of  Elliot.  In 
dropping  the  Adams  down  the  Niagara,  she  became  unmanagea- 
ble by   reason   of  a   calm,  took   the  wrong   channel,  and  drifted 

aground    immediately  under  the  guns  of  the    British   batteries 

Finding  it  impossible  to  get  the  vessel  off.  Captain  Elliot  reluc- 
tantly abandoned  her,  under  a  most  heavy  fire  from  the  British 
shore,  having  previously  secured  the  prisoners.  An  active  scene 
now  ensued.  The  enemy  sent  off  his  boats  to  the  brig,  hoping  to 
secure  her  by  the  next  change  of  wind.  Colonel  Scott,  on  his 
side,  was  as  active  and  eager  to  dispossess  them  of  the  contested 
prize,  in  which  he  finally  succeeded,  and  held  her  until  she  wa$ 
subsequently  burnt  by  order  of  an  officer  of  superior  rank,  who 
had  now  arrived  ;  the  Caledonia  was  preserved. 

In  this  spirited  little  affair  Scott  first  "  fleshed  his  maiden 
sword."  Like  the  hero  of  Sweden,  he  had  heard  the  bullets 
whistle  around  him,  and  had  determined  that  from  thenceforth 
that  should  be  his  music. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  October,  Colonel  Scott  ar- 
rived, by  forced  marches,  through  mud,  rain  and  sleet,  at  Lewis- 
town,  to  join  in  the  attack  contemplated  by  Major  General  Van 
Rensselaer,  of  the  Newyork  militia,  against  (iueenston  Heights. 
In  the  action  which  ensued.  Colonel  Scott  bore  a  conspicuous 
part,  and  exposed  his  person  in  the  most  fearless  manner.  After 
obstinately  fighting,  he  was  however  compelled  to  surrender,  and 
was  sent  a  prisoner  to  Quebec  ;  thence,  about  a  month  after,  he 
embarked  for  Boston,  and  was  exchanged  in  January  following. 

The  campaign  of  18 13  opened  with  the  capture  of  York,  a 
victory  which  was  dearly  purchased  by  the  loss  of  General  Pike. 
Shortly  after,  Colonel  Scott  joined  General  Dearborn  at  fort  Nia- 
gara, in  the  capacity  of  adjutant  general  to  the  northern  army. 
This  office  was  then  new  to  our  service,  and  it  devolved  on  CoL 
Scott  to  regulate  its  details,  and  to  establish  its  importance  to  the; 
army.  He  succeeded  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  the  commanding  ge- 
neral and  the  troops,  and  to  the  incalculable  future  benefit  of  the 
servce. 

In  the  reduction  of  fort  George,  (May  27th,)  Colo  nel  Scott  par- 
ticularly   distinguished    himself.     He    was  selected  fo  take    com' 
mand  of  the  advanced  guard  of  the  army,  in  its  embarkation  on 
lake   Ontario,  followed   by  Colonel  Porter,  of  the  fi:eld  train>  the 
2  Z 
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brigades  of  Boyd,  Winder  and  Chaudler,  and  a  reserve  under 
Colonel  Macomb. 

Commodore  Chauncey  was  present  with  his  squadron,  and  fc> 
voured  his  descent  by  the  fire  of  his  small  schooners;  and  Capt. 
Perry,  who  was  then  serving  under  Commodore  Chauncey,  vo- 
lunteered to  conduct  the  divisions,  which  was  an  operation  of 
some  nicety,  in  consequence  of  the  winds  and  a  strong  current, 
together  with  the  early  roused  fire  of  the  enemy.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty,  he  was  present  at  every  point  where  he 
could  be  useful,  under  showers  of  musketry,  and  rendered  very 
essential  services  to  the  advance  guard,  which  he  accompanied 
nearly  to  its  point  of  attack.  General  Scott  has  since  spoken  in 
high  terms  of  his  skill  and  conduct  on  that  occasion.  This  was, 
indeed,  comparatively,  but  a  small  affair,  and  its  little  lustre  has 
been  completely  lost  in  the  broad  blaze  of  glory  which  has  since 
surrounded  the  name  of  the  Nelson  of  lal»e  Erie  ;  yet  there  is  to 
us  something  extremely  gratifying  in  being  able  to  trace  the  pro- 
gress of  a  favourite  hero,  and  to  see  those  talents  first  exerted  on 
a  smaller  scale,  which  were  so  soon  to  shine  forth,  the  pride  and 
the  bulwark  of  his  native  land. 

At  nine  in  the  morning,  Colonel  Scott  effected  his  landing,  in 
good  order,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  from  the  village  of  Newark,  and  the  same 
distance  west  of  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara.  He  formed  his  line 
on  the  beach  of  the  lake,  covered  by  a  bank  of  12  or  15  feet  ia 
height,  which  served  as  a  parapet  against  the  enemy's  fire.  This 
bank  was  to  be  scaled  against  t\ie  bayonets  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  now  dravvu  up  his  force  1500  strong,  immediately  on  its 
brow.  They  were  soon  driven  from  their  ground  by  a  brisk  and 
vigorous  charge,  but  rallied,  and  took  a  second  position  behind  a 
ravine,  at  a  little  distance.  An  action,  of  some  20  minutes  en- 
sued ;  it  was  short  and  desperate,  and  ended  in  the  total  rout  of 
the  enemy  at  every  point.  During  the  last  five  minutes,  Boyd 
had  landed  in  the  rear  of  the  advance  guard,  and  a  part  of  his 
brigade  participated  in  the  action.  Colonel  Scott  pursued  the 
rout  as  far  as  the  village,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  6th  regi- 
ment, under  Colonel  Miller  ;  from  thence  the  enemy  was  closely 
pressed  at  a  distance  of  five  miles  up  the  river,  until  Scott  was 
recalled  from  the  pursuit  by  order  of  General  Lewis.  As  our 
troops  approached  towards  fort  George,  it  was  perceived  that  the 
garrison  were  in  the  act  of  abandoning  the  work.  Two  compa- 
nies were  instantly  detached  from  the  head  of  the  pursuing  co- 
lumn, to  prevent  this  movement,  and  some  prisoners  were  made. 
They  were  at  the  distance  of  about  80  paces  from  the  fort,  when 
one  of  its  magazines  blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion.  The 
front  gate  was  instantly  forced  by  our  men ;  Scott  was  the  first 
to  enter,  and  took  with  his  own  hands  the  British  flag  yet  waving 
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aver  the  works.  At  the  same  time  Captains  Hindsman  and 
Stockton  snatched  away  the  miitches  which  had  been  applied  by 
the  retreating  garrison  to  three  other  magazines. 

In  these  several  affairs,  the  total  lost!  oi  the  American  army, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  amounted  to  120,  of  which  89  were  of 
Colonel  Scott's  command;  107  of  the  enemy  were  killed  at  the 
point  of  a?cent  fiom  the  bank,  and  the  whole  number  of  prison- 
ers was  264.  ' 

Colonel  Scott  was  not  present  at  the  affair  of  the  6th  of  June, 
at  Stony  Creek,  in  which  Brigadier  Geneials  Chandler  and  Win- 
der were  taken  pr'.soners.  The  army  remained  inactive  at  fort 
George  for  the  remainder  of  the  campaign,  under  Generals  Dear- 
horn,  Lewis,  Boyd  and  Wilkinson,  who  successively  commanded. 
Nev.-riheless,  Colonel  Scott  was  frequently  engaged  in  skirmishes 
and  other  small  affairs,  in  all  of  which  he  displayed  his  usual  gal- 
lantry, though  none  of  them  afforded  any  particular  opportunity 
of  dititinction.  During  the  summer  of  this  year,  he  volunteered 
hk  .v^rvices,  in  an  expedition  under  Commodore  Chauncey,  against 
Burlington  Heights,  where  a  large  deposite  of  provisions  and 
stoves  had  been  made.  The  enemy  having  received  considerable 
reinforcements,  the  expedition  failed,  as  to  the  principal  object; 
but  upon  his  return,  Chauncey  landed  the  marines  and  soldiers, 
undei  the  command  of  Colonel  Scott,  at  York,  where  the  new 
banacks  and  public  storehouses  were  burnt,  and  some  pieces  of 
cannon,-  eleven  armed  boats,  a  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  a 
large  magazine  of  flour  were  taken. 

On  being  promoted  to  a  regiment.  Colonel  Scott  resigned  the 
office  of  adjutant  general,  in  the  month  of  July,  1813. 

It  had  been  determined,  as  all  our  readers  well  remember,  to 
collect  a  large  force  at  Sacket's  Harbour,  with  a  view  to  an  en- 
terprize  against  Kingston  or  Montreal,  towards  the  close  of  the 
campaign.  The  fotce  under  General  Wilkinson  accordingly  em- 
barked at  fort  George  on  the  2d  of  October,  and  proceeded  down 
the  lake.  Colonel  Scott  was  left  in  (Jommand  of  a  garrison  of 
some  7  or  800  men,  regulars  and  militia,  for  the  defence  of  fort 
George.  The  British  army,  in  the  mean  while,  remained  inac- 
tive in  the  position  which  it  had  held  for  some  time,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  four  miles  from  the  fort,  until  October  ytb,  when  Ge- 
neral De  Rottenburgh  suddenly  broke  up  his  encampment,  and  re- 
treated to  Burlington  Heights,  a  distance  of  53  miles,  abandoning 
the  whole  Niagara  frontier.  During  the  seven  days  in  which  he 
was  kept  in  suspense  by  the  threatening  aspect  of  De  Rottenburgh 
Colonel  Scott  made  the  greatest  exertions  to  strengthen  his  de- 
fences, which  were  very  incomplete  at  the  time  he  was  left  in 
-ommand.  Thrj  enemy,  however,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  at- 
tack him. 
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Colonel  Scott  had  instruction?  which  provided  for  the  contin- 
gency that  now  occurred.  He  was  accordingly  relieved  in  the 
command  of  fort  George  by  Brigadier  Gi-neral  M'Clure,  of  the 
Newyork  militia,  and  marched  his  garrison  towards  Sacket's 
Harbour,  to  join  the  expedition  under  General  Wilkinson,  which 
was  then  preparing  to  descend  the  St.  Lawrence.  After  a  forced 
march  of  19  days^  through  rain  and  mud,  during  the  whole  of 
which  time  the  sun  was  not  visible  for  12  hourf,  he  learned,  to 
his  great  mortification,  upon  his  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Sacket's  Harbour,  that  the  expedition  had  already  taken  its  de- 
parture. He  therefore  left  his  column,  and  by  a  forced  effort  of 
two  days  and  one  night,  came  up  with  the  army,  and  joined  it 
just  above  Ogdensburg  and  Prescott.  Fie  was  immediately  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  a  handsome  battalion  in  the  corps 
d''elite,  under  Colonel  Macomb.  In  the  subsequent  descent  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  he  commanded  the  van  of  the  army,  and  was 
therefore  not  present  at  the  action  of  the  11th  of  November, 
which  took  place  15  miles  in  the  rear.  How  this  campaign  ter- 
minated, is  yet  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  all. 

Colonel  Scott  spent  a  great  part  of  the  following  winter  at  Al- 
bany. Early  in  March,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  briga- 
dier general,  and  joined  Major  General  Brown  there,  on  his  rout 
to  the  Niagara  frontier,  eaily  in  April.  Soon  after.  General 
Brown  was  recalled  to  Sacket's  Harbour,  and  the  command,  in 
consequence,  devolved  on  Brigadier  General  Scott,  vi'ho  immedi- 
ately assembled  the  army,  and  established  a  camp  of  instruction 
at  Buffalo.  In  this  camp  were  taught  those  tactics  which  gave 
to  our  army  an  accuracy  and  celerity  of  movement,  which  had 
never  been  displayed  on  this  continent,  either  by  British  or  Ame- 
rican troops.  The  French  tactiqup  of  the  battalion  and  the  line 
was  adopted.  V/ithout  regard  to  rank,  all  the  officers  were  ri- 
gourously  drilled  by  the  commanding  general  in  person;  these 
then  instructed  the  rank  and  file;  companies  were  then  formed 
and  subjected  to  the  same  process;  next  battalions,  which  were 
also  instructed  by  General  Scott  in  person  ;  and  finally,  the  troops 
were  carried  through  the  evolutions  of  the  brigade  and  the  line, 
with  the  same  strict  attention  to  science  and  method.  For  two 
months  and  a  half,  these  exercises  were  continued  from  7  to  9 
hours  a  day.  The  effect  was  astonishing.  Four  full  battalions 
were  brought  to  advance  in  brigade  line,  1000  paces  in  quick  time, 
in  accurate  allignment.  The  same  line  was  made  to  change 
front  perpendicular,  on  a  central  point,  in  three  minutes  and  a 
half.  During  this  period  of  discipline  and  instruction,  the  army 
Avas  pel fectly  organized  ;  and,  by  the  unwearied  exertions  and 
example  of  the  commanding  general,  the  strictest  routine  and 
discipline  were  esta.brTshed  throughout  the  whofe. 
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ill  June,  Major  General  Brown  returned  to  Buffalo  with  rein- 
lorcennents,  and  assumed  the  command  of  the  army.  The  bat- 
tles of  Chippewa  and  Bridgewater  succeeded ;  and  the  result  of 
either  was  sufficient  to  immortalize  the  valiant  Scott. 

The  battle  of  Chippewa  has  been  described  as  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  spectacles  which  could  well  be  conceived.  The  day  was 
clear  and  bright ;  the  sun  still  high  in  the  heavens.  Ync  plain 
was  such  as  might  have  bt-eu  selected  for  a  parade  or  a  tourna- 
ment; the  troops  on  both  sides,  though  not  numerous,  admirably 
disciplined  ;  the  generals  leading  on  their  columns  in  person  ;  the 
glitter  of  the  arms  in  the  sun,  and  the  precision  and  distinctness 
of  every  movement,  were  all  calculated  to  carry  the  mind  back 
to  the  scenes  of  ancient  story  or  poetry... .to  the  plains  of  Latiun^ 
or  of  Troy,  and  all  those  recollections  which  fill  the  imagination 
with  images  of  personal  heroism  and  romannc  valour. 

This  victory,  slight  as  were  its  immediate  results,  was  yet  at- 
tended by  the  most  important  consequences.  It  gave  to  the  army 
a  confidence  in  their  own  skill  and  prowess,  and  dissipated  at  once 
the  dread  or  doubts  which  had  been  inspired  by  the  military  repu- 
tation of  their  veteran  antagonists.  It  was  to  the  army,  what 
the  victory  of  Captain  Hull  had  been  to  the  navy  ;  and  the  confi- 
dence which  it  thus  inspired,  was  surely  most  justly  founded,  for 
every  man  felt  that  the  victory  had  been  gained  by  superior  skill 
and  discipline:  it  was  not  the  fruit  of  any  accidental  mistake  or 
confusion  in  the  enemy's  army;  or  of  one  of  those  moments  oif 
temporary  panic  on  one  side,  or  excitement  on  the  other,  which 
sometimes  give  a  victory  to  irregular  courage  over  veteran  and 
disciplined  valour. 

No  higher  praise  could  be  given  to  General  Scott,  than  that 
which  he  has  unintentionally  bestowed  upon  himself,  when,  in  his 
report  to  General  Brown,  he  says,  "  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  be- 
ing assured  by  every  commanding  officer,  (which  is  confirmed  by 
my  own  personal  observation)  that  every  man,  and  of  every 
grade,  evinced  an  ability  to  meet  even  a  greater  shock  than  that 
encountered,  with  like  success.  This  was  mvost  conspicuous  in 
the  very  crisis  of  the  action.  Conduct,  universally  good,  leaves 
but  little  room  for  discrimination.  To  mention  them  in  the  order 
of  rank,  (I  know  of  no  other  in  this  case,)  Majors  Jessup,  Leaven- 
worth, and  M'Neil,  and  Captain  Towson,  deserve  every  thing 
which  conspicuous  skill  and  gallantry  can  hope  from  a  grateful 
country,"  &c. 

The  battle  of  Bridgewater,  which  was  fought  near  the  mighty 
cataract  of  Niagara,  and  within  the  sound  of  its  thunders,  was, 
in  proportion  to  the  numbers  engaged,  the  most  sanguinary,  and 
decidedly  the  best  fought,  of  any  action  which  ever  took  place  on 
the  American  continent.  "  We  had  no  such  fighting  in  our  war," 
has  one  of  the  bravest  soldiers  of  the  revolution  often  said  to  the 
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writer  of  this  article.  The  repeated  charges  and  actual  coutesi- 
with  the  baj'onet,  are  alone  sufficient  to  render  this  battle  re 
tiarkable.  The  actual  fight  with  the  bayonet  is,  in  fact,  a  thing 
of  very  rare  occurrence.  We  have  heard,  on  good  authority, 
that  General  Moreau  has  said,  that  he  never  saw  it  to  any  ex- 
tent more  than  twice,  one  side  or  the  other  almost  always  breaking 
oefore  the  bayonets  crossed.  Some  of  the  captive  officers  of  the 
'inemy  have  declared,  that  there  our  troops  exhibited,  not  only 
the  most  undaunted  bravery,  but  a  proficiency  in  tactics  and  mi- 
litary skill  which  would  have  done  honour  to  veterans.  In  par- 
licular,  tha  charge  of  Colonel  Milter  has  been  represented  by  one 
of  these  gentlemen,  who  had  served  in  Spain,  as  having  surpass- 
'.'d  any  thing  of  the  kind  he  ever  saw,  except  the  storming  of  St. 
Sebastians. 

On  the  very  day  in  which  this  action  took  place,  by  a  singular 
voincidence.  Brigadier  General  Scott  was  appointed,  by  the  presi= 
dent,  a  major-general  by  brevet.  His  wounds  were  for  some 
time  exceedingly  dangerous  and  painful,  and  obliged  him  to  re- 
tire for  a  time  from  active  service.  As  soon  as  he  was  convales- 
cent, he  v/as  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  iOth  military  dis- 
:;rict.  Beside  his  military  rank,  he  has  received  every  testimonial 
of  respect  and  gratitude  which  his  country  could  bestow;  among 
ihese  are  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  a  medal,  from  congress ;  a  sword 
presented  by  the  citizens  of  his  native  place,  Petersburg  ;  a  sword 
and  vote  of  thanks  from  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  and  his  name 
has  been  given  to  a  new  county  of  that  state.  In  addition  to 
ihese  civil  honours,  he  has  lately  received  a  literary  one  from 
Princeton  College,  which  was  conferred  in  a  manner  equally  flat- 
tering to  himself,  and  honourable  to  the  institution. 

At  a  commencement  of  that  college,  held  in  September,  1814> 
whilst  the  customary  collegiate  exercises  were  performing,  the 
trustees  were  accidentally  informed  that  General  Scott  had  that 
moment  alighted  at  the  opposite  tavern,  on  his  way  to  Baltimore. 
It  was  instantly  proposed  to  invite  him  to  the  commencement ; 
a  deputation  of  the  trustees  was  accordingly  sent  over,  who  soon 
returned  with  the  general.  He  was  respectfully  received  by  the 
trustees,  and  seated  among  them  on  the  stage ;  the  audience  ex- 
pressed the  strongest  symptons  of  a  disposition  to  break  forth  into 
tumultuous  applause,  which  was  with  difficulty  restrained,  by  a 
sense  of  the  decorum  due  to  the  place  and  the  occasion.  The 
valedictory  orator  now  ascended  the  stage  ;  it  happened  the  sub- 
ject of  his  oration  was  the  character  of  a  patriotic  and  heroic 
soldier,  in  which  he  had  introduced  an  apostrophe  to  an  imagi- 
nary personage,  whom  he  depicted  as  a  bright  example  of  mili- 
.'ary  virtue.  With  admirable  presence  of  mind,  and  great  ele- 
gance of  manucT,  the  3'oung  orator  suddenly  turned  and  addresF- 
fid  this  to  Scott, 
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The  effect  was  electrical ;  bursts  of  long,  reiterated,  and  unre- 
atralnable  applause,  broke  forth  on  all  sides.  Even  grave  and 
learned  divines,  men  whose  studies  and  habits  of  mind  were  little 
in  unison  with  feelings  of  this  nature,  were  hurried  away  and 
overcome  by  the  animating  and  kindling  sympathy  which  sur- 
rounded them.  With  some  difficulty  the  tumult  of  applause  was 
hushed,  and  the  president  rose  to  confer  the  doctorates  in  law 
and  divinity,  and  other  honorary  degrees. 

In  the  mean  while,  one  of  the  trustees  had  proposed  to  the  rest 
that  an  honorary  degree  should  be  conferred  on  their  illustrious 
visitant.  It  was  asked  whether  General  Scott's  literary  acquire- 
ments were  such  as  to  render  this  compliment  appropriate.  A 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  to  whom  he  was  personally  known,  re- 
plied, (as  is  the  fact,)  that  beside  possessing  the  general  informa- 
tion of  a  well  educated  man,  he  was  remarkable  for  accurate  and 
extensive  acquaintance  with  English  literature.  The  proposal 
was  instantly  assented  to,  and  communicated  to  the  president, 
who  concluded  the  list  of  literary  honours,  by  announcing  that 
the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon  Maj. 
General  Winfield  Scott.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  build- 
ing again  rang  with  the  enthusiastic    applause  of  the  audience 

This  compliment,  so  spontaneous,  so  appropriate,  so  well-timed, 
was  worthy  of  a  college  which  can  boast  of  numbermg  in  the 
long  list  of  her  sons,  many  of  the  most  brilliant  and  distinguished 
men  of  their  country,  in  every  walk  of  public  life.* 


CHAPTER  XXXL 

Repulse  of  the  enpiny  at  Conjocketa  creek,  ^-c Bombardment- 

and  battle  at  fort  Erie Splendid  sortie  ai^ainst  the  enemy^s 

batteries Arrival  of  General  Izard  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier  Action  at  Lyon^s  creek Evacuation  of  fort  Erie. 

After  the  action  of  the  2Sth  July,  Generals  Brown  and  Scott 
were  conveyed  to  Buffalo,  in  consequence  of  their  wounds,  and 
the  command  of  the  army  devolved  on  General  Ripley,  who  soon 
after  retired  to  fort  Erie.  Nothing  of  importance  occurred  until 
the  3d  of  August,  when  Major  Morgan,  with  a  small  detachment 
of  riflemen,  gallantly  repulsed  the  enemy  at  Conjocketa  creek, 
as  given  in  the  following  report  to  Gen.  Brown : 

Fort  Erie,  August  5,  1814. 
Sir — Having  been  stationed,  with   the  1st  battalion  of  the  1st 
regiment  of  riflemen,  at   Black  Rock,  on   the  evening  of  the  2d 

•  The  forejolpg  biosrsfUieal  sketch  has  been  H^dp,  ^irti  s^nie  vftriat+wns,  fi«m  tV-  A#f3lecti •: 
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instant,  I  observed  the  British  army  moving  up  the  river  on  tht^ 
opposite  shore,  and  suspected  they  might  make  a  feint  on  fort 
Erie,  with  an  intention  of  a  real  attack  on  the  Buffalo  side.  I 
immediately  moved  and  took  a  position  on  the  upper  side  of  Con- 
iocketa  creek,  and  that  night  threw  up  a  battery  of  some  logs, 
which  I  found  on  the  ground,  and  had  the  bridge  torn  away. 

About  2  o'clock  the  next  morning,  my  piquets  from  below  gave 
me  information  of  the  landing  of  9  boats  full  of  troops,  half  a 
mile  below.  I  immediately  got  my  men  (240  in  number)  to  their 
quarters,  and  patiently  waited  their  approach.  At  a  quarter  past 
4  they  advanced  upon  us,  and  commenced  the  attack  ;  sending  a 
party  before  to  repair  the  bridge,  under  the  cover  of  their  fire. 
When  they  had  got  at  good  rifle  distance,  I  opened  a  heavy  fire 
on  them,  which  laid  a  number  of  them  on  the  ground,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  retire.  They  then  formed  in  the  skirt  of  the  wood, 
and  kept  up  the  fight  at  long  shot,  continually  jeinforcing  from 
the  Canada  shore,  until  they  had  23  boat  loads,  and  then  at- 
tempted to  flank  us,  by  sending  a  large  body  up  the  creek  to  ford 
it;  when  I  detached  Lieutenants  Ryan,  Smith  and  Armstrong, 
with  al>out  60  men,  to  oppose  their  left  wing,  where  they  were 
again  repulsed  with  considerable  loss... .after  which  they  appeared 
disposed  to  give  up  their  object,  and  retreated  b)  throwing  six 
boat  lor^ds  of  troops  on  Squaw  Island,  which  enfiladed  the  creek, 
and  prevented  me  from  harrassing  their  rear.  Their  superior  num- 
bers enabled  them  to  take  their  killed  and  wounded  off  the  field, 
which  we  plainly  saw,  and  observed  they  sufiVred  severely.  We 
found  some  of  their  dead  thrown  into  the  river,  and  covered  with 
logs  and  stones,  and  some  on  the  field.  We  also  collected  a  num- 
ber of  muskets  and  a:  ;outrements,  with  clothing  tSial  appeared 
to  have  been  torn  to  bind  their  wounds.  We  took  6  piisoners, 
who  stated  the  British  force  opposed  to  us  to  consist  of  from  12 
to  1500  men,  coma^anded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tucker,  of  the 
41st  regiment.  They  also  state  that  their  object  was  to  re-cap- 
ture Gen.  Riall,  with  the  other  British  prisoners,  and  destroy  the 
public  stores  deposited  at  BufTaio.  The  action  continued  about  two 
liours  and  a  half.  I  am  happy  to  state  they  were  completely 
foiled  in  their  attempts.  Oar  loss  is  trifling  compared  with  theirs. 
We  had  2  killed  and  8  wounded.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that 
Captain  Hamilton,  and  Lieutenants  Wadsvvorth  and  M'Intosh,  are 
among  the  latter.  Their  gallantry,  in  exposing  themselves  to  en- 
courage their  men,  I  think  entitles  them  to  the  notice  of  their 
country.  My  whole  command  behaved  in  a  manner  that  merited 
my  warmest  approbation;  and,  injustice  to  them  I  cannot  avoid 
mentioning  the  names  of  the  officers,  which  are  as  follows  :.... 
Captain  Hamilton,  Lieutenants  Wadsworth,  Ryan,  Calhoun, 
M'Intosh,  Arnold,  Shortridge,  M'Farland,  Tipton,  Armstrong, 
Smith,  Cobbs,  Davidson  and  Austin,  with  Ensign  Page. 
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if,  sir,  you  believe  we  have  done  our  duty,  we  shall  feel  highly 
gratified. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  MORGAN,  Maj.  1st  rifle  regt. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  aifair  was  supposed  to  exceed  50 
in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  Our  loss  was  two  killed  and 
eight  wounded. 

On  the  4th  of  August  Brigadier  General  Gaines  arrived  from 
Sacket's  Harbour,  and  assumed  the  command  at  fort  Erie.  The 
British  army,  at  this  time  amounting  to  between  4  and  5000,  un- 
der Lieutenant  General  Drummond,  was  itrongly  posted  opposite 
Black  Rock,  two  miles  east  of  the  fort,  a  skirt  of  thick  woods  in- 
tervening. 

On  the  5th,  General  Gaines  attempted  to  draw  out  the  enemy's 
forces,  by  sending  the  rifle  corps  through  the  woods,  with  orders 
to  amuse  the  enemy's  light  troops,  until  his  strong  columns  should 
get  in  motion ;  and  then  to  retire  slowly  to  the  plain  on  the  Ame- 
rican side,  where  a  strong  line  was  posted  ready  to  receive  him. 
Our  riflemen  met  and  drove  the  enem)''s  light  troops  into  their 
lines,  where  they  remained.  After  keeping  their  position  in  the 
woods  for  nearly  two  hours,  the  riflemen  were  ordered  in,  not 
being  able  to  eflTect  the  object  of  their  expedition. 

Major  Morgan,  who  had  command  of  the  corps,  reports  that 
his  officers  and  men  acted  with  their  usual  gallantry.  The  ene^ 
my  left  1 1  dead  and  3  prisoners  in  our  hands  ;  and  deserters  have 
stated  their  loss  to  be  much  more.  Among  their  killed  were  5  In- 
dians.    Our  loss  was  5  killed  and  4  wounded. 

On  the  11th  of  August  the  enemy  had  constructed  two  batte- 
ries with  two  embrasures  each,  and  had  erected  a  wooden  breast- 
work, from  12  to  1400  yards  in  rear  of  the  American  army.  In 
examining  their  works  on  the  lOtb,  Captain  Birdsali  of  the  4th 
rifle  regiment,  with  a  detachment  of  the  1st,  and  his  company, 
amounting  in  all  to  160  men,  beat  in  two  of  their  strong  piquets, 
with  a  loss  on  their  part  of  10  killed.  Capi.  B.  had  1  killed  and 
3  wounded. 

On  the  12th,  Major  Morgan,  of  the  1st  rifle  regiment,  fell,  at 
the  head  of  his  corps,  in  an  affair  with  the  enemy,  after  a  display 
of  gallrntry  worthy  of  the  corp«  and  meriting  the  gratitude  of 
his  country.  General  Gaines  had  desired  him  to  send  a  detach- 
ment of  from  80  to  100  men  to  cut  off  a  working  party,  sup- 
ported by  a  guard  of  the  enemy's  light  troops,  engaged  in  open- 
ing an  avenue  for  a  battery  in  rear  of  our  army,  and  directed  him 
to  have  his  corps  ready  to  support  in  case  the  enemy  should  be  re- 
inforced. The  detachment  was  commanded  by  Captain  Birds- 
all,  who  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy;  but  when  about  to  re- 
turn to  camp,  he  discovered  a  large  force  aporoaghing.  The  firinir 
3  A  ^ 
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having  continued  longer  than  the  major  had  expected,  he  movec 
up  the  moment  the  enemy's  reinfcicemert  made  their  appear- 
ance. A  warm  conflict  ensued,  in  which  they  vv.-re  fofced  !  a"k ; 
but  discovering  additional  reinforcements,  and  haviijg  rect '.ved 
orders  to  fall  back  on  the  appearance  of  a  iar^e  force,  the  majoi 
gave  the  signal  with  his  bugle  to  retiie.  At  this  moment  he  re- 
ceipt d  a  ball  in  the  head  ;  and  was  brought  from  the  fit  Id,  toge- 
ther with  his  men  who  were  killed  and  woundtd.  Of  the  for- 
rner  vvere  2  riflemen  and  1  Newyork  volunte^T,  who,  unsolicited 
accompanied  the  riflemen,  with  a  small  party  of  his  corps,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Goodfellow,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  on  several  similar  occasions. 

On  the  13th,  the  remains  of  Major  Morgan  were  conveyed  t(f 
Buffalo,  and  interred  with  military  honours. 

Battle  of  fort  Erie On  the  16th  of  August  the  enemy  mad* 

H  descent  upon  fort  Erie  ;  and,  after  a  most  sanguinary  conflict, 
were  defeated  with  great  loss,  by  the  American  troops  under 
General  Gaines.  The  following  official  rtport  cf  the  general  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  gives  the  particulars  of  the  engagement : 

Fort  Erie,  U.  C.  August  23,  1815. 

Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  for  the  information  of 
the  department  of  war,  the  particulars  of  the  battle  fought  at 
this  place  on  the  iSth  inst.  between  the  left  wing  of  the  2d  di- 
vision of  the  northern  army,  under  my  comm.and,  and  the  British 
forces  in  the  peninsula  of  Upper  Canada,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant General  Drummond,  which  terminated  in  a  signal  victory  in 
favour  of  the  United  American  arms. 

Our  position  on  the  margin  of  the  lake  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Niagara  river,  being  nearly  a  horizontal  plain,  12  to  15  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  possessing  few  natural  advanta- 
ges, had  been  strengthened  in  front  by  temporary  parapet  breast- 
works, entrenchments  and  abbattis,  with  two  batteries  and  six 
field  pieces.  The  small,  unfinished  fort,  Erie,  with  a  24,  18  and 
12  pounders,  forms  the  north-east;  and  the  Douglass  battery, 
with  an  18  and  6  pounder  near  the  edge  of  the  lake,  the  south- 
east angle  of  our  right.  The  left  is  defended  by  a  redoubt  batte- 
ry, with  6  field  pieces  thrown  up  on  a  small  ridge.  Our  rear  was 
left  open  to  the  lake,  bordered  by  a  rocky  shore  of  easy  ascent. 
The  battery  on  the  left  was  defended  by  Captain  Towson  ;  fort 
Erie  by  Captain  Williams,  with  Major  Trimble's  command  of  the 
19th  infantry;  the  batteries  on  the  front  by  Captains  Biddle  and 
Fanning;  the  whole  of  the  artillery  commanded  by  Major  Hind- 
man.  Parts  of  the  11th,  0th  and  22d  infantry  (of  the  late  vete- 
ran brigade  of  Major  General  Scott)  were  posted  on  the  right, 
ivnder  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Aspinwall.     General 
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Aipley's  brigade,  consistiug  of  the  21?t  ami  23d,  defended  the 
left.  General  Porter's  brigade  of  Nevvyork  and  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,  with  our  distinguished  '-ifltaieu,  occupi^^d  the  centre. 

I  have  heretofore  omitted  stating  to  you,  that  during  the  13th 
aud  I4t}i.  the  enemy  had  kept  up  a  brisk  cannonade,  which  was 
sharply  returned  from  our  batterie.,  vvithout  any  considerable  loss 
on  our  part.  At  6,  P.  M.  one  of  their  shells  lodged  in  a  small 
magazine  in  fort  Erie,  which  was  fortunately  almost  empty.  It 
blevv  up  vvith  an  explosion  more  a<.^■ful  in  appearance  than  inju- 
rious in  its  effects,,  as  it  did  not  disable  a  man  or  derange  a  gun 
It  occasioned  bu!  a  momentary  cessation  of  the  thunders  of  the 
artilli/ry  on  beta  sid^  s :  it  was  followed  by  a  loud  and  joyous  shout 
by  tne  iiritish  army,  vvtiich  was  instantly  returned  on  our  part, 
and  Captam  Williams,  amidst  the  smoke  of  the  explosion,  renew- 
ed tiie  contest  by  -in  ani-nated  roar  of  his  heavy  cannon. 

From  the  supposed  loss  of  our  ammunition,  and  the  consequent 
depression  such  an  eve;tt  was  liktly  to  produce  upon  the  mindg 
of  o-ui  men,  I  uU  persuaded  that  this  explosion  would  lead  the 
enemy  to  aisaultr^ind  made  my  arrangements  accordingly. 

The  night  was  dark,  and  the  early  part  of  it  rainy,  but  the 
faithful  centinel  slept  not ;  o^'e  third  of  the  troops  were  up  at 
their  posts.  At  half  past  2  o'clock  the  right  column  of  the  ene- 
my auproachedj  and  though  enveloped  in  darkness  *black  as  his 
designs  and  principles,  was  distinctly  heard  on  our  left,  and  promt- 
ly  marked  by  our  musquetry  under  Major  Wood,  and  cannon  un- 
der Captain  Towaon.  Being  mounted  at  the  moment,  I  repaired 
to  the  point  of  attack,  where  the  sheet  of  fire  rolling  from  Tow- 
son's  battery  and  the  musquetry  of  the  left  wing  of  the  21st  in- 
fantry, under  Major  Wood,  enabled  me  to  see  the  enemy's  co- 
lumn of  about  1500  men  approaching  on  that  point ;  his  advance 
was  not  checked  until  it  had  approached  within  10  feet  of  our  in- 
fantry. A  line  of  loose  brush,  representing  an  abbattis,  only  in- 
tervened ;  a  column  of  the  enemy  attempted  to  pass  round  tht 
abbattis  through  the  water,  where  it  was  nearly  breast  deep.... 
Apprehending  that  this  point  would  be  carried,  I  ordered  a  dc 
tachment  of  riflemen  and  infantry  to  its  support;  but,  havin'- 
met  with  the  gallant  commander.  Major  Wood,  was  assured  by 
him  that  he  could  defend  his  position  without  reinforcements.  At 
this  moment  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  but  instantly  renewed  thu 
charge  and  were  again  repulsed. 

My  attention  was  now  called  to  the  right,  where  our  batteries 
and  lines  were  soon  lighted  by  a  most  brilliant  fire  of  cannon  and 
musquetry  ;  it  announced  the  approach  of  the  centre  and  left  co- 
lumns of  the   enemy,  under  Colonels  Drummond   and  Scott;  the 

•  I  several  times  heard,  and  ajany  of  our  aflicers  beaid  oiJers  givtu    '  log'vs  the  damned  yar.'>.s: 
•meals  n->  qucr'.c:\.'" 
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latter  was  received  by  the  veteran  9th,  under  the  command  ot' 
Captain  Foster,  and  Captains  Boughton  and  Harding's  companies 
of  Nevvyork  and  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  aided  by  a  6  pounder, 
judiciously  posted  b}'  Major  M'Kee,  chief  engineer,  who  was 
jnost  active  and  useful  at  this  point ;  they  were  repulsed.  That 
of  the  centre,  led  by  Colonel  Drummond,  was  not  long  kept  in 
check;  it  approached  at  once  every  assailable  point  of  the  fort> 
and  with  scaling  ladders  ascended  the  parapet,  but  was  repulsed 
with  dreadful  carnage.  The  assault  was  twice  repeated,  and  as 
often  checked ;  but  the  eiiemy  having  moved  round  in  the  ditch 
covered  by  darkness  added  to  the  heavy  cloud  of  smoke  which 
Iiad  rolled  from  our  cannon  and  musquetry,  enveloping  surround- 
ing objects,  repeated  the  charge,  re-ascended  the  ladders;  their 
pikes,  bayonets  and  spears  fell  upon  our  gallant  artillerists.  The 
gallant  spirits  of  our  favourite  Capt.  Williams  and  Lieuls.  Macdo- 
nough  and  Watmough,  with  their  brave  men,  were  overcome..,. 
The  two  former,  and  several  of  their  men,  received  deadly 
wounds.  Our  bastion  was  lost.  Lieutenant  Macdonough,  being 
severely  wounded,  demanded  quarter.  It  was  refused  by  CoJ. 
Drummond.  The  lieutenant  then  seized  a  handspike,  and  nobly 
defended  himself  until  he  was  shot  down  with  a  pistol  by  the 
monster  who  had  refused  him  quarter,  who  often  reiterated  the 
order,  *'  give  the  damned  Yankees  no  quarter."  This  officer, 
whose  bravery,  if  it  had  been  seasoned  with  virtue,  would  have 
entitled  him  to  the  admiration  of  every  soldier., ..this  hardened 
murderer  soon  met  his  fate.  He  was  shot  through  the  breast^ 
while  repeating  the  order  to  ^'  give  no  quarter." 

The  battle  now  raged  with  increased  fury  on  the  right,  but  on 
the  left  the  enerrty  was  repulsed  and  put  to  flight.  Thence,  and 
from  the  centre,  I  ordered  reinforcements.  They  were  promptl}'- 
sent  by  Brigadier  General  Ripley  and  Brigadier  General  Porter. 
Captain  Fanning,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  kept  up  a  spirited  and 
destructive  fire,  with  his  field  pieces,  on  the  enemy  attempting 
to  approach  the  fort.  Major  Hindman's  gallant  efforts,  aided  by 
Major  Trimble,  having  failed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  bas- 
tion with  the  remaining  artillerists  and  infantry  in  the  fort,  Capt. 
Birdsall,  of  the  4th  rifle  regiment,  with  a  detachment  of  rifle- 
men, gallantly  rushed  in  through  the  gateway  to  their  assistance, 
aHci  with  some  infantry  charged  the  enemy;  but  was  repulsed, 
and  the  captain  severely  wounded.  A  detachment  from  the  11th, 
19th  and  22d  infantry,  under  Captain  Foster  of  the  11th,  was 
introduced  over  the  interior  bastion,  for  the  purpose  of  charging 
the  enemy.  Major  Hall,  assistant  mspector  general,  very  hand- 
somely tendered  his  services  to  lead  the.  charge.  The  charge 
was  gallantly  made  by  Captain  Foster  and  Major  Hall,  but  owing 
to  the  narrowness  of  the  passage  up  to  the  bastion  admitting  only 
*wo  or  three  men  abreast,  it  failed.     It  was  often  repeated,  fivr' 
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a,s  often  checked.  The  enemy's  force  in  the  bastion,  was,  how- 
ever, much  cut  to  pieces  and  diminished,  by  our  artillery  and 
small  arms.  At  this  moment,  every  operation  was  arrested  by 
ihe  explosion  of  some  cartridges  deposited  in  the  end  of  the  stone 
building  adjoining  the  contested  bastion.  The  explosion  was  tre- 
mendous....it  was  decisive  ;  the  bastion  was  restored.  At  this 
moment  Captain  Biddle  was  ordered  to  cause  a  field  piece  to  be 
posted  so  as  to  enfilade  the  exterior  plain  and  salient  glacis.  The 
captain,  though  not  recovered  from  a  severe  contusion  in  the 
shoulder,  received  from  one  of  the  enemy's  shells,  promptly  took 
his  position,  and  served  his  field  piece  with  vivacity  and  effect..... 
Captain  Fanning's  battery  likewise  played  upon  them  at  this  time 
with  great  effect.  The  enemy  were  in  a  few  moments  entirely 
defeated,  taken  or  put  to  flight,  leaving  on  the  field  221  killed 
174  wounded,  and  186  prisoiiers,  including  14  officers  killed,  and 
7  wounded  and  prisoners.  A  large  portion  are  so  severely  woun- 
ded that  they  cannot  survive;  the  slightly  wounded,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, were  carried  off. 

To  Brigadier  General  Ripley  much  credit  is  due  for  the  judi- 
cious disposition  of  the  left  wing  previous  to  the  action,  and  for 
the  steady  disciplined  courage  manifested  by  hi.m  and  his  imme- 
diate command,  and  for  the  promptnes  with  which  he  complied 
with  my  orders  for  reinforcement  during  the  action.  Brigadier 
General  Porter,  commanding  the  Newyork  and  Pennsylvania  vo- 
lunteers, manifested  a  degree  of  vigilance  and  judgment  in  his 
preparatory  arrangements,  as  well  as  military  skill  and  courage 
m  action,  which  proves  him  to  be  worthy  the  confidence  of  his 
country,  and  the  brave  volunteers  who  fought  under  him.  Of 
the  volunteers.  Captains  Boughton  and  fiarding,  with  their  de- 
tachments, posted  on  the  right  and  attached  to  the  line,  com- 
manded by  Captain  E.  Foster  of  the  veteran  9th  infantry,  hand- 
somely contributed  to  the  repulse  of  the  left  column  of  the  ene- 
my under  Col.  Scott. 

The  judicious  preparations  and  steady  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Aspinwall,  commanding  the  first  brigade,  merit  approba- 
tion. 

To  Major  M'Kee,  chief  engineer  the  greatest  credit  is  due  for 
the  excellent  arrangement  and  skilful  execution  of  his  plans  for 
fortifying  and  defending  the  right,  and  for  his  "correct  and  season- 
able suggestions  to  regain  the  bastion.  Major  Wood,  of  the  en 
gineers,  also  greatly  contributed  to  the  previous  measures  of  de- 
fence. He  had  accepted  the  command  of  a  regiment  of  infantry, 
(the  21st.)  for  which  he  has  often  proved  himself  well  qualified! 
but  never  so  conspicuously  as  on  this  occasion. 

Towson's  battery  emitted  a  constant  sheet  of  fire.  Wood's 
small  arms  lighted  up  the  space,  and  repulsed  five  terrible  charge?! 
made  between  the  battery  and  the  lake. 


S74  SKETCHES  OF 

Brigadier  General  Ripley  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  officert 
and  men  engaged,  particularly  Captains  Marston  and  Ropes; 
Lieutenants  Riddle  (of  the  15th,  doing  duty  with  the  2lst,)  and 
Hall ;  Ensigns  Benn,  Jones,  Cummings  and  Thomas,  of  the  21st, 
and  Keally  and  Green  of  the  J  9th. 

Major  Hindmattj  and  the  whole  of  the  artillery  under  the  com- 
mand of  that  excellent  officer,  displayed  a  degree  of  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  not  to  be  surpassed.  The  particular  situation 
of  Captain  Towson,  and  the  much  lamented  Captain  Williams 
and  Lieutenant  Macdonough,  and  that  of  Lieutenant  Watmough, 
as  already  described,  with  their  respective  commands,  rendered 
them  most  conspicuous.  The  courage  and  good  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenants Zantzinger  and  Childs,  is  spoken  of  in  high  terms  by  Ma- 
jor Hindman  and  Captain  Towson,  as  also  that  of  Serjeant-Major 
Denhon.  Captains  Biddle  and  Fanning,  on  the  centre  and  right 
of  their  entrenchments,  threw  their  shot  to  the  right,  left  and 
front,  and  annoyed  the  Indians  and  light  troops  of  the  enemy  ap- 
proaching from  the  woods.  Lieutenant  Fontaine,  in  his  zeal  to 
meet  the  enem}^,  was  unfortunately  wounded  and  made  prisoner. 
Lieutenant  Bird  was  active  and  useful ;  and,  in  fact,  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  corps  did  their  duty. 

The  detachment  of  Scott's  gallant  brigade,  consisting  of  parts 
of  the  Sth,  11th  and  22d  infantry,  did  its  duty  in  a  manner  wor- 
thy the  high  reputation  the  brigade  had  acquired  at  Chippewa  and 
at  the  falls  of  Niagara.  The  9th,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Edmund  Foster,  was  actively  engaged  against  the  left  of  the  ene- 
my, and  with  the  aid  of  Lieutenant  Douglass'  corps  of  bombard- 
iers, commanding  the  water  batter}^,  and  of  that  of  the  volun- 
teers, under  Captains  Boughton  and  Harding,  effected  their  re- 
pulse. The  good  conduct  of  Lieutenants  Childs,  Cushman  and 
Foot,  and  Ensign  Blake,  deserves  commendation. 

The  officers  killed  are  Captain  Williams  and  Lieutenant  Mac- 
donough of  the  artillery;  wounded.  Lieutenant  Watmough  of 
the  artillery;  Ensign  Cisna,  19th;  Lieutenant  Bushnell,  2Ist; 
Lieutenants  Brown  and  Belknap,  23d ;  and  Captain  Birdsall,  4th 
rifle  regiment.... all  severely. 

Lieutenant  Fontaine,  of  the  artillery,  writes  from  the  British 
camp,  that  he  fortunately  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who, 
after  taking  his  money,  treated  him  kindly.  It  would  seena  then, 
that  these  savages  had  not  joined  in  the  resolution  to  give  no 
quarter. 

To  Major  Jones,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Major  Hall,  assis- 
tant inspector-general ;  Captain  Harris,  of  the  dragoons,  volunteer 
aidde-c^mp;  and  Lieutenant  Belton,  aid-de-camp,  much  credit  is 
due  for  their  constant  vigilance  and  strict  attention  to  every  duty 
previous  to  the  action,  and  the  steady  courage,  zeal  and  activi'v 
Which  thev  manifested  during  the  action. 
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I'he  surgeons.  Doctors  Fuller,  23d,  and  Troubridge,  21st,  with 
their  mates.  Doctors  Gale  of  the  23d,  and  Everitt  and  Alien  of 
the  21st,  deserve  the  warmest  approbation  for  their  indefatigable 
exertions  and  humane  attention  to  the  wounded  of  our  army,  as 
well  as  to  the  prisoners  who  fell  into  their  hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  GAINES,  Biig.  gen.  commanding. 

The  American  loss  in  this  affair  was  17  killed,  56  wounded, 
and  11  missing... .total  84.* 

The  British  loss,  according  to  their  official  statement,  was  51 
killed,  (among  whom  were  Colonel  Scott  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Drummond,)  262  wounded,  and  468  missing....  total,  709.f 

General  Gaines,  in  a  letter  to  the  sccreary  of  war,  dated  the 
26th  of  August,  states,  that  in  the  battle  of  the  15th  he  inadver- 
tantly omitted  the  names  of  Captain  Chunn,  of  the  19th,  Lieuts. 
Bowman  and  Larned,  of  the  21st,  and  Lieutenant  Jewett,  of  th? 
11th  infantry ;  as  also  his  brigade  Major,  Lieutenant  Gleason..., 
each  of  whom  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  action,  and  were- 
recommended  to  the  secretary's,  notice.  Lieutenants  Bowman 
and  Larned  commanded  companies  in  the  21st,  which  so  gallant 
ly  beat  the  enemy's  right  column.  Captain  Chunn,  with  his  com- 
pany, was  doing  duty  in  the  same  regiment.  This  regiment  pur- 
sued the  enemy's  right  upwards  of  a  mile,  and  took  nearly  IOC 
prisoners ;  his  left  was  likewise  pursued,  and  more  than  a  hundred 
prisoners  were  taken  beyond  our  works. 

During  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the  fort  by  the  en- 
emy, on  the  13th  and  14th  of  August,  the  American  loss  was  9 
killed  and  36  wounded.  The  bombardment  commenced  at  sun- 
rise on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  continued  until  8  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  At  daylight,  on  the  14th,  it  re  commenced  with 
increased  warmth,  and  continued  until  within  one  hour  of  the 
commencement  of  the  action  of  the  15th. 

Splendid  sortie  against  the  enemy^s  biatteries On  the  2d  of 

September,  General  Brown  having,  recovered  from  his  wounds, 
re-assumed  the  command  of  the  army  at  fort  Erie.  From  the  2d, 
until  the  16th,  skirmishes  frequently  took  place  between  the  con- 
tending troops,  in   which  the  losses  of  both  were  trifling. 

'  Nainrs  0 1  qficers  killed  and  Tvouniled —AniWery—Capt  'W'Mami  and  Lieut.  Maedormugh,  kil- 
led lietemling  the  bastion  ,  Lieut.  Watmogh,  wouiided  do.  severely ;  Lieut.  Fontaine  missing, 
thrown  from  tlie  bastion. 

/n/an^ry— Ensign  Cisna,  1 9th  regiment,  dangerously  in  dtFence  of  the  fnvt;  Lieut.  Bu$hnell.  I9th 
do.  severely  do.  Lieut.  Brown,  23d  do-  severely  do  ;  Lieut.  Belknap,  23d  do  severely  in  defending 
the  piquet  guard,  which  he  commanded. 

4ih  R'Jle  Uegi7nent-Capt.  Birdsall  accidentally  wounded,  whilst  dellnding  the  fort,  by  one  of  his 
own  soldiers. 

t  The  American  Inspector  General  reports,  that  the  enemy  left  on  the  field  213  killed,  and  174 
■*'oundid.    The  prisoners  taken  amounted  to  about  400. 
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On  the  17th,  a  splendid  sortie  was  made  against  the  enem_y^5 
batteries,  (which  he  had  been  busily  employed  in  erecting  for  a 
number  of  days,  within  a  short  distance  of  fort  Erie,)  and  which 
eventuated  in  a  great  slaughter  of  his  troops,  and  almost  total 
destruction  of  his  works.  General  Brown,  in  a  letter  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  dated  the  18th,  gives  a  hasty  sketch  of  this  bril- 
liant achievement ;  but  in  a  subsequent  letter,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowmg  is  a  copy,  he  enters  more  minutely  into  a  detailed  ac- 
count : 

Fort  Erie^  September  29 y  1814. 

Sir — In  my  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  1  briefly  informed  you 
of  the  fortunate  issue  of  the  sortie  which  took  place  the  day  pre- 
ceding. But  it  ife  due  to  the  gallant  officers  and  men,  to  whose 
bravery  we  are  indebted  for  our  success  on  this  occasion,  that  I 
should  give  you  a  more  circumstantial  and  detailed  account  ol 
this  affair. 

The  enemy's  camp  I  had  ascertained  to  be  situated  in  a  field 
surrounded  by  woods,  nearly  two  miles  distant  from  their  batte- 
ries and  entrenchments,  the  object  of  which  was  to  keep  the  parts 
of  the  force  which  was  not  upon  duty,  out  of  the  range  of  our 
fire  from  fort  Erie  and  Black  Rock.  Their  infantry  was  formed 
into  three  brigades,  estimated  at  12  or  1500  men  each.  One  of 
these  brigades,  with  a  detail  from  their  artillery,  was  stationed  at 
their  works,  (these  being  about  500  yards  distant  from  old  fort 
Erie,  and  the  right  of  our  line.)  We  had  already  suffered  much 
from  the  fire  of  two  of  their  batteries,  and  were  aware  that  a 
third  was  about  to  open  upon  us.  Under  these  circumstances,  1 
resolved  to  storm  the  batteries,  destroy  the  cannon,  and  roughly 
handle  the  brigade  upon  duty,  before  those  in  reserve  could  be 
brought  into  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  the  infantry  and  riflemen,  regu- 
lars  and  militia,  were  ordered  to  be  paraded  and  put  in  readiness 
to  march  precisely  at  12  o'clock.  General  Porter,  with  the  vo- 
lunteers, Colonel  Gibson  with  the  riflemen,  and  Major  Brooks 
with  the  23d  and  1st  infantry,  and  a  few  dragoons  acting  as  in- 
fantry, were  ordered  to  move  from  the  extreme  left  of  our  posi- 
tion, upon  the  enemy's  right,  by  a  passage  opened  through  the 
woods  for  the  occasion.  General  Miller  w-as  directed  to  station 
his  command  in  the  ravine  which  lies  between  fort  Erie  and  the 
enemy's  batteries,  by  passing  tht  m  by  detachments  through  the 
skirts  of  the  wood  ;  and  the  2lKt  infantry,  under  General  Ripley, 
was  posted  as  a  corps  of  reserve  between  the  new  bastions  of 
fort  Erie  ;  all  under  cover,  and  out  of  the  view  of  the  enemy. 

About  20  minutes  before  3,  P.  M.  1  found  the  left  columns,  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Porter,  which  were  destined  to  turn 
the  enemy's  right,  within  a  few  rods  of  the  British  entrench- 
ments.    Thev  were  ordered  to  advance  and  commence  the  at- 
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lion.  Passing  down  the  ravine,  I  judged  from  the  report  of  mus- 
quetry,  that  the  action  had  commenced  on  our  left  ;  I  now  has- 
tened to  General  Miller,  and  directed  him  to  seize  the  moment, 
and  pierce  the  enemy's  entrenchments  between  batteries  No.  2 
and  3.  My  orders  were  promptly  and  ably  executed.  Within 
30  minutes  after  the  first  gun  was  fired,  batteries  No.  2  and  3, 
the  enemy's  line  of  entrenchments,  and  his  two  block  houses  were 
in  our  possession. 

Soon  after,  battery  No.  1  was  abandoned  by  the  British.  The 
guns  in  each  were  spiked  hy  us,  or  otherwise  destroyed,  and  thu 
magazine  of  No.  3  was  blown  up. 

A  few  minutes  before  the  explosion,  I  had  ordered  up  a  reserve 
under  General  Ripley.  As  lie  passed  me,  at  the  head  of  his  co- 
lumn, I  desired  him,  as'  he  would  be  the  senior  in  advance,  to  as- 
certain, as  near  as  possible,  the  situation  of  the  troops  in  general, 
and  to  have  a  care  that  not  more  was  hazarded  than  the  occa- 
sion required  :  that,  the  object  of  the  sortie  effected,  the  troops 
would  retire  in  good  order,  &c.  General  Ripley  passed  rapidly 
on....soon  after,  I  became  alarmed  for  General  Miller,  and  sent 
an  order  for  the  21st  to  hasten  to  his  support,  towards  battery 
No.  1.  Col.  Upham  received  the  order,  and  advanced  to  the  aid  of 
Gen.  Miller.  Gen.  Ripley  had  inclined  to  the  left,  where  Maj.  Brooks' 
command  was  engaged,  with  a  view  of  making  some*  necessary 
enquiries  of  that  otficer,  and,  in  the  act  of  doing  so,  was  unfor- 
tunately wounded.  By  this  time  the  object  of  the  sortie  was  ac- 
complished beyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations.  General 
Miller  had  consequently  ordered  the  troops  on  the  right  to  fall 
back ;  observing  this  movement,  1  sent  my  staif  along  the  line, 
to  call  in  the  other  corps.  Within  a  few  minutes  they  retired 
from  the  ravine,  and  from  thence  to  camp. 

Thus  1000  regulars,  and  an  equal  portion  of  militia,  in  one 
hour  of  close  action,  blasted  the  hopes  of  the  enemy,  destroyed, 
the  fruits  of  50  da3's  labour,  and  diminished  hfe  eiFective  force 
lOOOmenat  least.  lamata  loss  howtcexpress  my  satisfaction  at  the 
gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  division,  whose  valour 
has  shone  superior  to  every  trial.  Gen.  Porter,  in  his  official  re- 
port, herein  enclosed,  has  very  properly  noticed  those  patriotic  citi- 
zens who  have  done  so  much  honour  to  themselves,  by  freely  and 
voluntarily  tendering  their  services  at  a  dangerous  and  critical  pe- 
riod. 

As  the  scene  of  action  was  in  a  wood,  in  advance  of  the  posi- 
tion I  had  chosen  for  directing  the  movements  of  the  whole,  se- 
veral reports  of  the  commandants  of  corps  must  guide  me  in  no 
ticing  individuals. 

Gen.  Miller  mentions  Lieut.  Cols.  Aspinwall   and  Beedle,   Maj. 
Trimble,  Captain   Hull,  Captain  Ingersoli,  Lieutenant   Crawford. 
3  B 
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Lieutenaut  Lee,  and   particularly  Ensign   O'Fiifig,  as  eniitied  tc- 
distinction. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  M'Donald,  upon  whom  the  command  of  the 
rifle  corps  devolved,  upon  the  fall  of  the  brave  and  generous  Gib- 
son-, names  Adjutants  Shoriridge  of  the  1st,  and  Ballard  of  the 
4th  regiment,  as  deserving  the  highest  applause  for  their  prompt- 
ness and  gallantry  in  communicating  orders.  Of  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  corps,  he  reports  generally,  that  the  bravery  and  good 
conduct  of  all  was  so  conspicuous  as  to  render  it  impossible  tc 
discriminate. 

Major  Brooks,  to  whom  much  cred'it  is  due  for  the  distinguish- 
ed manner  in  which  he  executed  the  orders  he  received,  speaks 
in  high  terms  of  Lieutenants  Goodell,  Ingersoll  and  Livingston, 
and  Ensigns  Brant  and  O'Fling,  of  the  23d....particularly  of  the 
latter.  Also  of  Captain  Simms,  Lieutenants  Bissell,  Shore  and 
Bridnot,  of  the  1st  infantry,  and  Lieutenant  Watts,  of  the  dra- 
goons. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Upham,  who  took  command  of  the  reserve 
after  General  Ripley  was  disabled,  bestows  great  praise  upon  Ma- 
jor Chambers  of  the  4th  regiment  of  riflemen,  attached  to  the 
21st  infantry,  as  also  upon  Capt.  Bradford  and  Lieut.  Holding  of 
that  regiment. 

My  staff.  Colonel  Snelling,  Colonel  Gardner,  Major  Jones,  and 
my  aids-de-camp.  Major  Austin  and  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  were,, 
as  usual,  zealous,  intelligent  and  active  ;  they  performed  every 
duty  required  of  them,  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Major  Hall,  assistant  inspector-general,  led  a  battalion  of  mili- 
tia, and  conducted  with  skill  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  Kirby, 
aid-de-camp  to  General  Ripley,  was  extremely  active  and  useful 
during  the  time  he  was  in  action. 

Lieutenants  Frazer  and  Riddle  were  in  General  Porter's  staff; 
their  bravery  was  conspicuous,  and  no  officers  of  their  grade  were 
more  useful. 

The  corps  of  artillery,  comraauded  by  Major  Hindman,  which 
has  been  so  eminently  distinguished  throughout  this  campaign, 
had  no  opportunity  of  taking  a  part  in  the  sortie.  The  25th  in- 
fantry, under  Colonel  Jessup,  was  stationed  in  fort  Erie,  to  hold 
the  key  of  our  position^ 

Colonel  Brady,  on  whose  firmness  and  good  conduct  every  re- 
liance could  be  placed,  was  on  command  at  Buffalo,  with  the  re- 
mains of  the  22d  infantry.  Lieutenant  Colonel  M'Bee  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Wood  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  having  rendered 
to  this  army  services  the  most  important,  I  must  seize  the  oppor- 
tunity of  again  mentioning  them  paruf^uiarly.  On  exery  trying 
occasion  I  have  reaped  much  benefit  iVom  their  sound  and  excel- 
lent advice.     No  two  other  officers  of  their  grade  could  have  con- 
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tnfauttfd  more  to  the  safety  and  honor  of  this  army.  Wood,  brave, 
generous  and  enterprising,  died  as  he  had  lived,  without  a  feeling 

but   for  the  honour  of  his  country  and  the  glory  of  her   arms 

His  name  and  example  will  live  to  guide  the  soldier  in  the  path 
of  duty,  so .  long  as  true  heroism  is  held  in  estimation.  M'Bee 
lives  to  enjoy  the  approbation  of  every  virtuous  and  generous 
mind,  and  to  receive  the  reward  due  to  his  services  and  high  mi- 
litary talents. 

It  is  proper  here  to  notice,  that  although  but  one  third  of  thfe 
enemy's  force  was  on  duty  when  his  works  were  carried,  the 
whole  were  brought  into  action  while  we  were  employed  in  de- 
stroying his  cannon.  We  secured  prisoners  from  seven  regi- 
ments, and  know  that  the  6th  and  82d  suffered  severely  in  killed 
and  wounded ;  yet  these  regiments  were  not  upon  duty. 

Lieute/iant  General  Druramond  broke  up  his  camp  during  the 
night  of  the  21st,  and  retired  to  his  entrenchments  behind  Chip- 
pewa. A  party  of  our  men  came  up  with  the  rear  of  his  army 
at  Frenchman's  creek ;  the  enemy  destroyed  part  of  their  stores, 
by  setting  fire  to  the  buildings  from  which  they  were  employed 
in  conveying  them.  We  found  in  and  about  their  camp,  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  cannon  ball,  and  upwards  of  100  stand  of 
arms. 

I  send  you,  enclosed  herein,  a  return  of  our  loss.  The  return 
of  prisoners  enclosed,  does  not  include  the  stragglers  that  came 
jn  after  the  action. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

JACOB  BROWN. 

The  following  is  the  report  from  Brigadier  General  Porter  to 
Major  General  Brown,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  letter : 

Fort  Erie,  September  22,  1814. 

Sir — In  executing  the  duty  you  have  imposed  on  me,  of  re- 
porting the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  composiiig  the  left 
column,  which  you  was  pleased  to  place  under  my  command  in 
the  sortie  of  the  17th  instant,  the  pleasure  I  derive  in  represent- 
ing to  you  the  admirable  conduct  of  the  whole,  is  deeply  chasten- 
ed by  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  many  brave  and  distinguished  men. 

Being  obliged,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  to  act  on  foot, 
it  was  impossible  that  my  own  personal  observation  should  reach 
to  every  officer.  Some  part  of  this  report  must  therefore  rest 
upon  the  information  of  others. 

It  is  the  business  of  this  communication,  to  speak  of  the  con- 
duct of  individuals ;  yet  you  will  permit  me  to  premise,  although 
well  Known  to  vourseK  already,  that  the  object  of  the  left  co«" 
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lymn  was  to  penetrate,  by  a  circuitous  rout,  between  the  ene* 
my's  batteries,  where  one  third  of  his  force  was  always  kept  on 
duty,  and  bis  main  camp,  and  that  it  was  subdivided  into  3  divi- 
sions,...the  advance  of  200  riflemen  and  a  few  Indians,  comman- 
ded by  Colonel  Gibson,  and  two  columns,  moving  parallel  to,  and 
30  yards  distant  from  each  other.  The  right  column  was  com- 
manded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wood,  headed  by  400  infantry 
under  Major  Brook  of  the  23d,  and  followed  by  500  volunteers 
sj)d  militia,  being  parts  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dobbin's,  M'Bur- 
oey's  and  Flemming's  regiments,  and  was  intended  to  attack  the 
batteries.  The  left  column,  of  500  militia,  was  commanded  by 
Brigadier  General  Davis,  and  comprised  the  commands  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels  Hopkins,  Churchill  and  Crosby,  and  was  intend- 
ed to  hold  in  check  any  reinforcements  from  the  enemy's  camp; 
or  both  columns  (circumstances  requiring  it,  which  frequently 
happened)  to  co-operate  in  the  same  object. 

After  carrying  by  storm,  in  the  handsomest  style,  a  strong 
block  house  in  the  rear  of  the  third  batter},  making  its  garrison 
prisoners,  destrojing  the  three  24  pounders  and  their  carriages 
in  the  third  battery,  and  blowing  up  the  enemy-s  magazine,  and 
after  co-operating  with  General  Miller  in  taking  the  second 
battery,  the  gallant  leaders  of  the  three  divisions  all  fell  nearly  at 
the  same  time. ...Colonel  Gibson  at  the  second  battery,  and  Gene- 
ral Davis  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wood  in  an  assault  upon  the 
first. 

Brigadier  General  Davis,  although  a  militia  officer  of  little  ex- 
perience, conducted  on  this  occasion  with  all  the  coolness  and 
bravery  of  a  veteran,  and  fell  while  advancing  upon  the  enemy^s 
entrenchments.  His  loss,  as  a  citizen  as  well  as  a  soldier,  will 
be  sevsiely  felt  in  the  patriotic  county  of  Gennessee.  Colonel 
Gibson  fully  sustained  the  high  military  reputation  which  he  had 
before  so  justly  acquired.  You  know  how  exalted  an  opinion  I 
h^^e  always  entertained  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wood  of  the  eu- 
-riii"; .  s.  His  conduct  on  this  day  was,  what  it  uniformly  has 
'  :»en  on  every  similar  occasion,  an  exhibition  of  military  skill,  acute 
judgrof'm  and  heroi'j  ilour.  Of  the  other  regular  officers.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  M'D' 1  'd  and  Major  Brooks,  senior  in  command, 
will  report  to  you  in  .( lation  to  their  respective  divisions.  Per- 
Tttit  rae,  however,  to  ojy  of  these  two  officers,  that  much  as  was 
left  to  them  by  the  fall  of  their  distinguished  leaders,  they  were 
able  to  sustain  their  parts  in  the  most  admirable  manner,  and 
thev  richly  deserve  the  notice  of  the  government. 

Of  the  militia,  I  regret  that  the  limits  of  a  report  will  not  per- 
mit me  even  to  name  all  of  those  who  on  this  occasion  establish- 
ed claims  to  the  gratitude  of  their  fellow  citizens  ;  much  less  to 
particularize  individual  merit.  Lieut.  Colonels  Hopkins,  M'Bur- 
YjcAT,  C-hurchill  and  Crosby^  and  Majors  Lee,  Marcle,  Wilson^ 


THE  WAR,  33.1 

Lawrence,  Burr,  Dunham,  Kellogg,  and  Ganson,  are  entitled  to 
the  highest  praise  for  their  gallant  conduct,  their  steady  and  per- 
severing exertions.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dobbin  being  prevented 
by  severe  indisposition  from  taking  the  field.  Major  Hall,  assist- 
nnt  inspector  general,  volunteered  his  services  to  join  Major  Lee 
in  the  command  of  the  volunteer  regiment;  and  Major  Lee  and 
every  other  officer  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  gallant  and 
good  conduct  of  this  young  officer. 

Captain  Fleming  who  commanded  the  Indians,  was  as  he  al- 
ways is,  in  the  front  of  the  battle.  There  »s  not  a  more  intrepid 
soldier  in  the  army.  I  should  be  ungrateful  were  I  to  omit  the 
jiames  of  Captains  Knapp  and  Hull  of  the  volunteers,  and  Capt- 
ain Parker  and  Lieutenant  Chatfield  of  the  militia,  by  whose  in- 
trepidity I  was,  during  the  action,  extricated  from  the  most  un- 
pleasant situation.  Captains  Richardson,  Buel  and  Kennedy, 
Lieutenants  Parkhurst  and  Brown,  and  Adjutants  Dobbin,  Bates 
and  Robinson,  particularly  distinguished  then>selves.  The  patri- 
otic conduct  of  Ca^jtain  Elliot  with  twenty  young  gentlemen,  who 
volunteered  from  Batavia,  and  of  Major  Hubbard  with  fourteen 
men  exempted  by  age  from  military  duty,  should  not  be  omitted. — 
They  were  conspicuous  during  the  action. 

You  will  excuse  me,  if  I  am  partial  in  speaking  of  my  own 
family  consisting  of  my  brigade  Major  Frazer,  my  volunteer  aid- 
de-camp  Riddle,  (both  lieutenants  in  the  13th  infantry.)  Captain 
Bigger,  of  the  Canadian  volunteers.  Messrs.  Williams  and  Del- 
apierre,  volunteer  aids  for  the  day,  all  of  whom  except  Mr.  Wil- 
liams were  wounded. 

Lieutenants  Frazer  and  Riddle  were  engaged  for  most  of  the 
preceding  day  with  fatigue  parties ;  cutting  roads  for  the  advance 
of  the  column  through  the  swamp,  and  falling  timber  to  the  rear, 
and  within  150  yards  of  the  enemy's  right ;  which  service  they 
performed  with  so  much  address  as  to  avoid  discovery  ;  and  on 
the  succeeding  day  they  conducted  the  two  columns  to  the  attack. 
Frazer  was  severely  wounded  by  a  musket  ball,  whilst  spiking  a 
gun  on  the  2d  batter}-.  Riddle,  (with  quarter  master  Greene,  of 
the  volunteers,  whose  good  conduct  deserves  much  praise,)  after 
the  first  battery  was  carried,  descended  into  the  enemy's  maga- 
zine, and  after  securing  a  quantity  of  fixed  amuuition,  blew 
up  the  magazine,  and  suffered  severely  from  the  explosion.  I 
must  solicit,  through  you,  sir,  the  attention  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment to  these  meritorious  young  men.  Captain  Bigger  is  an 
excellent  officer,  and  has  rendered  me  much  assistance,  but  was 
dangerously  wounded.  The  other  young  gentlemen  are  citizens^ 
and  deserve  much  credit  for  their  activity,  and  for  having  volun- 
tarily encountered  danger.  My  aid-de  camp  Major  Dox,  was 
confined  at  Buffalo  by  sickness. 
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On  tiie  whole,  sir,  I  can  say  of  the  regular  troops  attached  i6 
ihe  left  column^  and  of  the  veteran  volunteers  of  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Dobbin's  regimentj  that  every  man  did  his  duty,  and  their 
conduct  on  this  occasion  reflects  a  new  lustre  on  their  former 
brilliant  achievements.  To  the  militia  the  compliment  is  justly 
due,  and  I  could  pay  them  no  greater  compliment  than  to  say  that 
they  were  not  surpassed  by  the  heroes  of  Chippevva  and  Niagara 
in  steadiness  and  braver}'. 

The  studied  intricacy  of  the  enemy's  defences,  consisting  not 
only  of  the  breast- works  connecting  their  batteries,  but  of  succes- 
sive lines  of  entrenchments  for  a  hundred  yards  in  the  rear,  cover= 
ing  the  batteries  and  enfilading  each  other,  and  the  whole  ob- 
structed by  abatti*;,  brush  and  felled  timber,  was  calculated  to  pro- 
duce confusion  among  the  assailants,  and  led  to  several  contests 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  But  by  our  double  columns  any  tem- 
porary irregularity  in  the  one  was  always  corrected  by  the  other. 
Our  success  would  probably  have  been  more  complete,  but  for  the 
rain  which  unfortunately  set  in  soon  after  we  commenced  our 
march,  rendering  the  fire  of  many  of  our  muskets  useless,  and  by 
obscuring  the  sun,  led  to  several  unlucky  mistakes.  As  an  instance 
of  this,  a  body  cu  50  prisoners  who  had  surrendered,  were  order- 
ed to  the  fort  in  charge  of  a  subaltern  and  fourteen  volunteers  ^ 
the  officer  mistaking  the  direction,  conducted  them  towards  the 
British  camp  in  the  rout  by  which  we  had  advanced,  and  they  were 
retaken  with  the  whole  of  tlie  guard,  excepting  the  officer  and 
one  man,  who  fought  their  way  back.  Several  of  our  stragglers 
were  made  prisoners  by  the  same  mistake.  But,  sir,  notwith- 
standing these  accidents,  we  have  reason  to  rejoice,  at  our  signal 
success  in  inflicting  a  vastly  disproportionate  injury  on  the  enemy, 
and  in  wholly  deftating  all  his  plans  of  operation  against  this  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant.  P.  B.  PORTER,  Brig.  Geu. 

Commanding  volunteers  and  militia. 

The  following  particulars  of  an  extraordinary  adventure  ana 
escape  of  Major  General  Porter,  in  the  sortie  of  the  17th  Sep- 
ternber,  are  derived  from  an  avithentic  source,  and  are  deemed  in- 
teresting : 

"General  Porter's  command,  on  that  day,  consisted  of  two  co- 
lumns. The  right  column  was  to  attack  the  batteries  in  the  rear. 
The  left,  which  was  stationed  directly  back  of  it,  was  kept  in  re- 
serve to  meet  the  reinforcements  which  were  expected  from  the 
enemy's  main  army.  General  Porter  was  with  the  right  column 
until  the  block-house  and  third  battery  were  carried ;  he  then 
set  out,  accompanied  by  two  or  three  persons,  to  go  to  the  left 
coiumn,  where  some  skirmishing  had  already  commenced   v.-ith 
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the  reinforcemenfsf.  He  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  in 
ahe  wood?,  when  he  found  himself  within  a  few  yards  of  a  party 
of  60  or  80  of  the  enemy,  who  had  just  emerged  from  a  ditch, 
and  who,  discovering  probably  that  our  troops  were  in  their  rear, 
stood  formed  in  two  linesy  with  their  arms  at  rest,  apparently  he- 
sitating which  way  to  go,  or  how  to  act.  General  Porter  finding 
himself  within  their  power,  and  seeing  that  the  occasion  required 
resolution  and  decision,  instantly  left  his  company,  and  running 
to  them  with  the  greatest  boldness,  exclaimed,  "  that's  right,  m} 
good  fellows,  surrender,  and  we  will  take  care  of  you" — and 
coming  up  to  the  man  on  the  left,  he  took  his  musket  out  of  his 
hand  and  threw  it  on  the  ground,  at  the  same  time  pushing  him 
forward  towards  the  fort.  In  this  way  he  proceeded  nearh 
through  the  first  line,  most  of  the  men  voluntarily  throwing  dowi 
their  arms  and  advancing  to  the  front ;  when,  on  a  sudden,  e 
soldier,  whose  musket  he  was  about  to  take,  stepped  back,  and 
presenting  his  bayonet  to  General  Porter*s  breast,  demanded  his 
surrender.  The  general  seized  the  musket  and  was  wresting  it 
from  him,  when  he  was  assaulted  by  an  officer  who  stood  next  in 
the  ranks,  and  three  or  four  soldiers,  who,  after  a  short  scuffle, 
brought  him  to  the  ground.  He  however  soon  recovered  his  feet, 
when  he  found  himself  surrounded  by  15  or  20  men  with  thci: 
guns  presented  to  him,  demanding  his  surrender.  By  this  time 
several  of  our  officers  were  advancing  with  some  of  their  mei 
to  the  scene  of  action,  and  General  Porter  assuming  an  aa 
of  composure  and  decision,  told  the  enemy  that  they  were  sur- 
rounded and  prisoners,  and  that  if  they  fired  a  gun  they  should 
all  be  put  to  the  sword.  Without  venturing  to  fire,  they  stiU 
continued  to  vociferate,  *'  surrender,  you  are  my  prisoner,"  when 
Lieutenant  Chytfield,  of  the  Cayuga  riflemen,  who  had  got  near 
the  spot,  ordered  his  men  to  fire.  This  drew  their  attention  from 
the  general,  and  after  a  momentary  scene  of  confusion  and  car 
nage,  the  enemy  were  all  either  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  In  thif 
affair  Captain  Knapp,  of  the  Newyork  volunteers,  was  badly 
wounded  by  a  musket  ball  in  the  side,  and  General  Porter  in  the 
band  by  the  cut  of  a  sword." 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  on  the  17th  September,  was  computed 
at  1000  men ;  385  were  taken  prisoners,  and  the  remainder  ei- 
ther killed  or  wounded.  Among  the  prisoners  were  2  majors,  4 
captains,  4  lieutenants,  1  ensign  and  1  assistant  surgeon. 

The  American  loss  was  79  killed,  216  wounded,  and  216  mis- 
sing....total,  611.* 

*  Names  and  rank  of  oj/lctrs,  killed,  tvmmded,  and  mUnngi 
Killed —lAenr..  Col.  E.  D.  Wood,  captain  and  brevet   lieuttnant-coloiiel  otfiijineprj ;  Capt.  L. 

Bradford,  21st  infantry  ;  Capt.  H.  Hale,  utli  iiif'aniry  ;  Capt.  1-.  G  A.  Armbtead,  ist  riflemen. 
Wounded.— Staff,  Brig.  Gtn.  Ripley,  2d  brigade   dangeionsly;  shot  through  the  neck;  1st.  Upm^ 

f^raMford,  lUh  infantry,  brig.  maj.  ist  brigade,  slightly,  shot  lu  the  aim  ;  ytU  iarauir_f,  Lieut,  t : 


38.4  SKETCHES  OF 

On  the  21st  of  September,  the  British  forces  under  General 
Drummond  retreated  from  their  encampment  near  fort  Erie,  and 
fell  back  on  fort  George.  They  were  pressed  in  the  retreat  by 
troops  from  the  fort,  and  were  obliged  to  destroy  a  bridge  at 
Frenchman's  creelr,  and  burn  what  stores  they  had  at  that  place. 

Arrival  of  General  Izard  on  the  Niagara  frontier On  the 

16th  of  September,  General  Izard,  who  had  previously  been  sta- 
tioned at  Plattsburgh,  arrived  at  Sacket's  Harbour,  at  the  head  of 
his  army;  about  the  1st  of  October  he  proceeded  or  the  lake,  and 
landed  at  Batavia ;  on  the  3d  he  had  a  conference  with  General 
Brown  ;  and  on  the  11th  he  crossed  the  Niagara  at  Black  Rock. 
He  was  soon  afterwards  joined  by  the  army  at  fort  Erie  ;  Gen. 
Brown  having  gone  to  Sacket's  Harbour  to  assume  the  command 
of  the  land  forces  in  that  quarter. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  General  Izard  advanced  with  his  ar- 
my as  far  as  Chippewa  plains,  having  to  replace  the  bridges 
which  the  enemy  had  destroyed,  and  succeeded  in  driving  on  his 
out  posts,  after  some  sharp  skirmishing  with  our  light  corps. 

On  the  15th,  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  at  the  village  of 
Chippewa,  but  showed  no  disposition  to  give  battle.  A  bridge, 
which  had  been  destroyed,  left  no  means  of  annojing  him  except 
by  artillery.  The  guns  ujider  command  of  Captains  Tovvson  and 
Archer  were  accordingly  brought  up  ;  and  being  well  directed  soon 
disabled  his  batteries  and  nearly  silenced  his  artillery  ;  after  which 
the  army  returned  to  its  encampment. 

On  the  16th  our  army  again  showed  the  enemy  its  front,  in 
order  of  battle  ;  and  although  he  had  been  reinforced,  he  was 
not  disposed  to  hazard  a  contest. 

On  the  17th  the  enemy  changed  his  position,  and  retired  seven 
miles  up  the  Niagara. 

Action  at  Lyon^s  creek On   the    18th  of  October,  General 

Bissell  was  ordered,  with  a  detachment  of  his  brigade,  encamped 
at  Black  Rock,  to  attempt  the  seizure  of  some  provisions  intended 

Aspinwall  severely,  left  arm  amputated ;  Capt.  IngersoU,  slightly,  in  the  head  ;  1st  Lieut.  E  Cliilds, 
icverely,  liayonet  wound  througU  the  thigh  ;  Uth  intantrj-,  1st  Lieut.  W  F.  Hare,  dangerously,  shot 
ill  the  body;  2d  Lieut.  I.  Ciavk,  severely,  in  the  body  ;  3d  Lieut  Stevenson,  severely,  through  the 
liiigh  •.  3d  Lietit  Davis.dangei-ously,  through  the  body.  I9th  infantry,  Maj.  rrimble,  dangerouslj-, 
shot  through  the  body  ;  Ensign  Neely  s'ightly,  shot  in  the  ihigh.  2ist  iiilantry.  Ensign  Cummiiigs, 
severely,  iu  the  arm.  23d  iuJatitry,  1st  Lieut.  Brown,  slightly,  in  the  arm  ;  Ensign  O'Fling,  mortal- 
Jy,  sinee  dead,  isi  Uiflenien.  Caiit.  Hamsey,  severely,  in  the  groin  :  3d  Lieut  Cobb, severely,  in  the 
Irtidy.  4th  RiHeUicn.  Colonel  James  Gibson,  moruUy,  since  dead;  1st  Lieut  Grant,  severe  wounds  iu 
vlie  ai-m  and  side. 

Mii-sinL'  — isi  Lieut.  Ballsrd,  adjutant  4th  Riflemen,  prisoiver. 

0/  l/ie  TiiiHlia.—Killed—Brig.  Gen  Davis,  of  volunteer  brig-ide  ;  Capt,  Buel,  of  Lieut.  Col.  Cros- 
by s  regi.;  Lieut  Brown,  of  Lieut.  Col,  M'Burney's  regt.;  Lieut.  >»'.  Belknap,  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Fleming's  i-egt  ;  Ensign  Blakesley,  of  Lt  Col.  M'Burney's  regt. 

IVvuiiiitd—Ht&ff  M&\.  Gen.  I'  B.  Porter,  sword  wound  in  the  band  ;  Ist  Lieut.  Frazer,  13th  inf. 
bi'ig.  maj.  severely  in  the  leg;  1st  Lieut.  Uiddle,  litli  inf  aeting  as  aid  dt-ca3ip,  slight  contusion; 
Capt.  Bigger.  N.  ¥•  vol.  acting  aid,  severely  tlirough  the  breast  and  shoulder.  Lt.  Col.  Uubbin's 
rtgt— Capt  Knapp,  in  the  hip  ;  Lt,  Bailey,  in  the  side.  Lieut.  Col.  M'Burney's  regt  —Capt.  Hale 
Vfounded  and  prisoner.     Lt.  Col.  Hopkins'  regt.— Lt  Oillet,  through  tlie  thigh. 

MisHn^—Lu  Col.  W.  L.  Churchill.  Maj.  E.  Wilson,  %.  Mast.  O.Wilcox,  Capt.  Crouch.  Captain 
Caie.,  Lt.  Case;  Km-  ChaailKjrs.Ens,  Clark,  Em,  Ch»rch, prisoner?. 
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iorthe  British  troops.  He  marched  with  parts  of  the  5th,  14th, 
15th  and  16th  infantry,  a  small  party  of  dragoons  and  a  company 
liflemen,  the  whole  about  900  men....after  driving  before  him  the 
piquet,  of  which  they  made  the  commanding  officer  prisoner, 
they  encamped  for  the  night,  after  throwing  beyond  Lyon's  creek 
two  infantry  companies  under  the  command  of  Captain  DormaH 
of  the  5th,  Lieutenant  Horreil  of  the  16th  infantry,  and  the  rifle- 
men under  Captain  Irvine.  A  piquet  on  the  Chippewa  road, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Gassaway,  was  attacked  by  two  com- 
panies of  Glengary  light  infantry,  which  were  beaten  back  with 
loss. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  detachment  was  attacked  by 
select  corps  of  the  enemy,  not  less  than  1200  strong.  The  light 
infantry,  under  Captain  Dorman,  and  Irvine's  riflemen,  sustained 
the  whole  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy  for  fifteen  minutes,  during 
which  time,  the  5th  and  14th  were  formed. 

The  5th  was  ordered  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank  while  the 
14th  charged  him  in  front.  This  was  executed  in  a  most  gallant 
manner  by  Colonel  Pinkney  of  the  5th  and  Major  Barnard  of  the 
14th  infantry,  who  greatly  distinguished  himself  in  the  officer  like 
style  in  which  he  conducted  his  battalion.  The  enemy  were 
compelled  to  a  precipitate  retreat  and  hid  themselves  once  more 
behind  their  fortifications.  Brigadier  General  Bissell  particularly 
mentions  the  skill  and  intrepidity  of  Colonel  Snelling,  inspector 
general  ;  Colonel  Pinkney,  commanding  the  5th  ;  Major  Barnard, 
14th;  Major  Barker,  45th,  acting  with  the  5th;  Captain  Irvine 
of  the  riflemen;  Captain  Dorman  ;  Captain  Allison  whose  horse 
was  shot  under  him  ;  and  Brigade  Major  Lieut.  Prestman,  5th 
infantry. 

Lieutenant  Anspack  of  the  light  dragoons  was  conspicuous  fat 
his  alertness  in  communicating  the  brigadier  general's  orders  dur- 
ing the  action. 

A  number  of  prisoners  was  taken  among  whom  a  piquet  of 
dragoons  with  their  horses.  A  large  quantity  of  grain  also  fell 
into  our  hands.  The  brigadier,  after  completing  the  orders  he 
had  received,  and  burying  the  few  of  our  brave  soldiers  who  fell 
in  the  action,  and  the  dead  of  the  enemy  who  were  left  on  the 
ground  by  the  latter,  returned  to  the  camp  on  Black  Creek. 

The  American  loss  in  this  affair,  was  12  killed,  and  55  woun- 
ded and  missing — total  67.  That  of  the  British,  in  killed,  woun- 
ded and  prisoners,  was  estimated  at  nearly  200. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  after 
this  action,  until  the  5th  of  November  ;  when  fort  Erie,  according 
to  previous  arrangements,  was  blown  up,  and  the  whole  American 
force  recrossed  the  Niagara,  for  winter  quarters. 

3  C 
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Biography  of  General  Brown Jacob  Brown  is  by  birtn  t 

Pennsylvanian.  He  was  born  in  Bucks  county,  a  few  miles  below 
Trenton,  where  his  father  was  for  many  years  a  respectable  far- 
mer. •  His  ancestors  both  paternal  apd  maternal,  had  been  for  se- 
veral generations  of  the  society  of  Quakers,  some  of  thera  conspicu- 
ous in  the  circle  wherein  they  moved  for  good  sense,  piety,  and 
moral  worth :  the  former  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
colony,  having  emigrated  from  England  with  William  Penn,  and 
followed  his  fortunes  to  his  infant  establishment  planted  amidst 
the  wilds  and  savages  of  the  new  world.  Like  Washington, 
therefore,  and  Green,  Wayne  and  Putman,  and  the  other  distin- 
guished heroes  of  the  revolution,  the  subject  of  this  memoir  is  pure- 
ly American. 

Of  the  early  years  of  young  Brown  wc  know  but  little.  All 
•we  are  given  to  understand  is,  that,  considering  his  opportunities, 
which  were  very  limited,  he  pursued  learning  with  zeal  and  per- 
severance, and  acquired  it  with  facility. 

At  the  age  of  23,  he  removed  to  New- York,  where  he  casually 
became  acquainted  with  a  land  agent,  whose  concern  lay  on  the 
waters  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Ontario.  Having  negociated 
with  that  gentleman  a  contract  for  a  few  thousand  acres  of  what 
was  then  a  wilderness,  he  set  cut  in  the  year  1 709  to  form  a  set- 
tlement on  his  new  purchase.  By  this  arrangement  a  foundation 
was  laid  for  the  eminence  and  honours  he  has  since  attained, 
and  the  substantial  benefits  he  has  conferred  on  his  country. 

Among  many  acquirements,  and  having  distinguished  himself  as 
an  enlightened  and  practical  farmer,  Mr.  Brown  was  elected  in 
the  year  1808,  a  member  of  the  Agricultural  and  Philosophical 
society  of  the  state  of  New- York.  From  about  this  period  may 
be  dated  the  commencement  of  his  public  character.  In  the 
course  of  the  succeeding  year,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  a  regiment  of  militia,  the  first  military  station  he  had  ever  fill- 
ed. Applying  himself  now  to  the  study  of  arms  with  the  same 
ardour  which  had  hitherto  marked  his  peaceful  pursuits,  he  soon 
manifested  talents  conclusive  of  the  fact,  that  he  was  calculated 
for  an  officer  of  no  ordinary  standing.  He  was,  accordingly,  in 
the  spring  of  1811,  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general. 

The  present  war  having  commenced  in  the  year  1812,  the 
country  around  lake  Ontario  being  a  frontier  and  important  situ- 
ation, was  necessarily  destined  to  become  a  theatre  of  early  and 
active  military  operations.  Arrangements  were  consequently 
made  by  government  to  meet  the  pressure  of  expected  events..... 
Of  the  first  detachment  of  New-York  militia  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  General  Brown  had  the  command  of  a 
brigade.  It  is  but  justice  to  him  to  state,  that  he  was  selected  to 
this  arduous  and  responsible  situation,  from  the  well  known  firm- 
ness and  efficiency  of  his  character,  connected  with  his  accurate 
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knowledge  of  the  country  that  was  likely  to  become  in  a  short 
time  the  theatre  of  war.  He  was  not  regarded  as  a  sun-shine 
patriot,  a  mere  parade-day  officer,  whose  ruling  passion  was  the 
vanity  of  being  gazed  at  in  military  dress.  He  was  considered 
as  one  qualified  to  meet  the  shock  of  battle,  with  the  intelligence 
of  a  commander  and  the  gallantry  of  a  soldier.  Nor  was  it  long 
till  events  occurred  to  prove  the  correctness  of  public  opinion. 

The  general's  first  command,  being  by  far  too  extensive  for  the 
number  of  his  troops,  was,  in  an  eminent  degree,  laborious  and 
embarrassing*  It  embraced  the  whole  line  of  frontier  from  Oswe- 
go to  St.  Regis,  a  distance  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles 

Within  this  line  was  included  the  important  post  of  Sackett's  Har- 
bor, the  security  of  which,  being  essential  to  the  success  of  ulteri- 
or operations,  constituted  the  first  object  of  his  attention.  Having 
fortified  this  in  the  best  manner  his  time  and  scanty  means  would 
allow,  he  reconnoitered  in  person  the  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and,  with  equal  promptness  and  skill,  provided  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, for  the  defence  of  the  country.  His  transportation,  a  short 
time  afterwards,  of  a  party  of  four  hundred  men  from  Sackett's 
Harbor  to  Ogdensburgh,  manifested  a  firmness  of  purpose  and  an 
intrepidity  of  spirit,  which  but  few  even  of  the  hardiest  soldiers 
possess.  The  roads  were  impassible  for  baggage  and  artillery, 
and  the  enemy  were  in  undisputed  possession  of  the  lake  and  ri- 
ver. On  the  subject  of  a  passage  by  water,  there  existed  but  one 
opinion  ;  an  attempt  at  it  was  considered  as  fraught  with  destruc- 
tion. The  general,  however,  having  been  ordered  to  proceed, 
was  bent  on  obedience,  and  neither  the  front  of  danger,  nor  the 
voice  of  remonstrance  could  shake  his  resolution.  He,  accord- 
ingly, embarked  with  his  troops  in  the  best  flotilla  he  could  pro- 
vide for  the  purpose,  and  determined  to  fight  his  way  through 
whatever  might  oppose  him,  arrived  in  safety  at  his  place  of  des- 
tination. In  this  daring  enterprize  he  actually  achieved  what  the 
boldest  might  well  have  hesitated  to  attempt.  While  stationed 
at  Ogdensburgh,  he  so  galled  and  harassed  the  enemy,  in  their 
navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  that,  impatient  of  further  an- 
noyance, they  fitted  out  a  formidable  expedition  for  his  capture 
or  destruction.  The  number  of  men  they  despatched  on  this  en- 
terprize was  upwards  of  800,  commanded  by  some  of  their  best 
officers,  and  provided  with  every  thing  deemed  necessary  to  in= 
sure  success.  The  American  force  opposed  to  them  was  less  than 
400.  Notwithstanding  this  vast  numerical  difference,  so  judicious 
were  the  arrangements  of  General  Brown,  and  so  deadly  the  fire 
with  which  he  received  the  enemy,  that  he  forced  him  to  retreat 
precipitately  with  considerable  loss  in  boats  and  men,  not  one  of 
his  party  having  received  even  a  wound.  No  further  attempts 
were  made  to  dislodge  him  during  his  continuance  at  that  post. 

His  term  of  service  having  soon  afterwards  expired,  the  gene- 
ral returned  to  his  family  at  Brownville,  and  resumed,  as  hereto- 
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fore,  his  agricultural  pursuits.  But  with  the  talents  and  qualifies'- 
tions  for  war  which  he  had  recently  exhibited,  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that,  in  a  time  of  danger,  and  on  a  frontier  establish- 
ment, he  would  be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  enjoyment  of  repose. 
He  was  oftentimes  consulted  on  military  matters  by  the  officers 
commanding  in  the  district  wherein  he  resided,  to  whom  his  ad- 
vice was  essentially  serviceable,  and  who  never  failed  to  regard 
it  with  respect  and  deference.  But  on  occasions  of  emergency, 
warriors  must  act  as  well  as  counsel.  We  accordingly,  in  the 
spring  of  1813,  find  General  Brown  again  in  the  field,  and  once 
more  entrusted  with  the  defence  of  Sacket's  Harbour,  which  was 
menaced  by  a  serious  attack  from  the  enemy. 

All  the. regular  troops,  except  about  400,  who,  from  their  re- 
cent arrival  on  the  spot,  were  but  little  better  than  fresh  recruits, 
had  been  removed  from  the  harbour,  to  co-operate  in  the  medi- 
tated reduction  of  fort  George.  The  furniture  of  the  cannon  hav- 
ing been  carried  off  to  complete  the  outfit  for  the  same  service, 
the  ba»tteries  were  nearly  in  a  dismantled  state.  Nor  could  any 
efficient  aid  be  derived  from  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet,  in  as 
much  as  that,  with  the  exception  of  two  small  schooners,  was  all 
employed  in  the  expedition  up  the  lake.  In  fact,  considering  its 
exposed  situation,  and  the  vital  importance  of  the  post,  Sacket'is 
Harbour  had  been,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  military  men,  left  in 
a  most  unprotected  and  perilous  condition.  To  aid  in  its  defence. 
General  Brown  embodied,  with  all  practicable  promptitude,  a  few 
hundred  militia  from  the  adjacent  district,  who  had  scarcely  arri- 
ved when  the  enemy  made  his  appearance.  The  general's  situa- 
tion was  critical  in  itself,  and  to  the  heart  of  a  soldier  trying  ia 
the  extreme.  It  was  his  duty  to  meet  the  fire,  perhaps  the  bayo- 
aets,  of  veterans,  with  a  handful  of  raw,  undisciplined  troops, 
many  of  them  but  a  few  days  from  the  bosom  of  their  families, 
their  domestic  feelings  still  awake... .and  their  habits  of  civil  life 
perfectly  unbroken,  and  none  of  whom  had  ever  before  faced  an 
enemy  in  the  field.  But  his  own  activity,  valour  and  skill,  aided 
by  the  determiaed  bravery  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Backus,  of  the 
regular  army,  supplied  all  deficiencies.  Arrangements  were 
made  to  receive  the  enemy  with  a  warm  and  galling  fire  at  his 
place  of  landing,  and  to  contest  the  ground  with  him  in  his  ad- 
vance towards  the  fort. 

The  regiment  of  United  States*  troops  were  stationed  in  the 
rear,  while  General  Brown,  at  the  head  of  his  new  levies,  occu- 
pied in  person  the  first  post  of  danger.  On  the  second  fire  the 
militia  broke  and  fled  in  disorder,  but  were  rallied  again  by  the 
exertions  of  their  commander.  During  the  remainder  of  the  con- 
flict, which  was  warm,  and  continued  some  time  with  varying 
success,  the  presence  of  the  general  was  every  where  felt,  ap- 
plauding the  brave,  encouraging  the  timid  and  rallying  the  flying. 
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t^IThis  efforts  were  ultimately  crowned  with  victory.  In  conse" 
quence  of  the  firm  front  presented  by  the  regulars,  and  the  judi-- 
cious  disposition  of  a  body  of  militia  threatening  his  rear,  the  ene- 
my without  accomplishing  his  object,  was  compelled  to  relinquish 
the  contest,  and  retreat  in  great  haste,  and  in  some  disorder, to  his 
place  of  embarkation. 

The  annals  of  warfare  afford  but  few  intsances  where  the  success 
of  a  battle  was  more  justly  attributed  to  the  talents  and  conduct  of 
the  commander  in  chief,  than  on  the  present  occasion.  To  Gen- 
eral Brown,  in  person,  did  the  whole  army  concur  in  ascribing 
the  merit  and  honor  of  the  victory.     His  valor,  activity,  and  skill, 

during  the  action  had  rendered  him  conspicuous  in  every  eye 

This  affair,  although  diminutive  in  itself,  when  compared  with 
the  gigantic  battles  of  Europe,  was,  notwithstanding,  important  in 
its  consequences,  inasmuch  as  it  saved  from  destruction  our  great 
naval  depot  on  the  lakes,  and  compelled  the  enemy  to  respect 
our  arms. 

General  Brown,  returning  once  more  to  private  life,  amidst 
the  plaudits  and  congratulations  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  accom- 
panied by  a  pleasing  consciousness  of  having  contributed,  not  inel"- 
fectually,  to  the  interests  of  his  country,  was  offered,  in  reward 
of  his  services,  and  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  worth,  the  com- 
mand of  a  regiment  in  the  regular  army.  This  offer,  the  gener- 
al unhesitatingly  declined,  from  motives  which  were  perfectly 
correct  and  honourable.  The  acceptance  of  it  would  have  neces- 
sarily contracted  his  sphere  of  action,  placed  him  below  officers 
whom  he  might  then  command,  and,  as  the  regiment  in  his  offer 
was  yet  to  be  raised,  a  considerable  time  must  have  elapsed  be- 
fore he  could  possibly  have  taken  the  field.  In  plain  terms,  be- 
ing possessed  of  the  pride  and  ambition  of  a  soldier,  he  felt  him- 
self entitled  to  a  higher  rank.  Nor  was  it  long  till  the  govern- 
ment of  his  country  concurred  with  him  in  opinion,  and  appoint- 
ed him  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  service  in  which  General  Brown  was  engaged  under 
his  new  appointment,  was  novel  and  arduous,  and  required  for 
its  accomplishment  the  exertions  of  not  only  a  man  of  ample  re- 
sources of  mind,  but  of  one  accustomed  to  the  management  ct' 
i-mportant  concerns.  It  was  the  superintendance  and  direction 
of  the  arrangements  for  transporting,  from  Sackett's  Harbour, 
down  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  army  commanded  hy  General  Wil- 
kinson,, in  the  autumn  of  the  year  1813,  in  the  abortive  expedi- 
tion for  the  reduction  of  Montreal.  For  the  completion  of  these 
arrangements  from  the  time  of  their  commencement,  only  three 
weeks  were  allowed  ;  a  space  which  would  seem  utterly  insuffi- 
cient for  the  performance  of  a  service  so  complicated  and  exte% 
sive.  But  talents,  system  and  industry  combined,  are  competent 
t'(5  every  thing  short  of  a  miracle  :  and  it  svas  such  a  combinatioa 
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that  enabled  General  Brown  to  perform  satisiactorily  this  ern. 
nently  difficult  and  responsible  duty,  in  even  less  than  the  allottti 
time. 

In  the  expedition  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  during  the 
course  of  the  winter  that  succeeded,  the  duties  and  services  in 
which  General  Brown  was  engaged  were  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  operations  and  well  being  of  the  army,  and  in  al' 
of  them  he  acquitted  himself  with  distinguished  reputation. 

In  the  winter  of  1813-4,  the  enemy  having  gained  possession 
of  fort  Niagara,  and  being  in  considerable  force  on  the  opposite 
shore,  a  determination  was  formed  to  remove  once  more  the 
seat  of  war  to  that  frontier.  Perceiving  that  the  conflict  would 
be  arduous  and  sanguinary,  and  that  the  master  spirits  of  the  ar- 
my alone  could  encounter  it  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  sue 
cess,  the  executive  appointed  General  Brown  to  lead  the  expedi- 
tion, associating  with  him,  Scoft,  Gaines,  Miller  and  others,  whose 
names  had  become  conspicuous  for  all  that  is  noble  in  the  profes- 
sion of  arms. 

The  preceding  campaign  being  darkened  by  disasters,  aHd 
having  failed,  as  many  supposed,  from  the  inability  of  those  by 
whom  it  had  been  conducted.  General  Brown  and  his  officers 
were  fully  sensible  of  the  deep  stake  which  both  themselves  and 
their  country  held  on  the  issue  of  the  present.  Their  hearts  and 
minds  were  prepared,  accordingly,  to  meet  with  firmness  the 
force  of  the  crisis.  They  went  resolved  to  conquer  or  fall,  that 
glory  or  the  grave  might  cover  them  from  censure. 

This  campaign  being  destined  to  form  a  fresh  epoch  in  the  his 
tory  of  the  war,  presented  from  its  commencement  a  new  aspect. 
The  movements  of  the  army  were  conducted  with  a  celerity,  a 
silence,  and  a  vigour,  'Ahich  had  not  been  observed  on  any  for- 
n^er  occasion.  Accordingly,  General  Brown  had  advanced  on  hi3 
march  almost  to  Buffalo,  before  it  was  generally  known  that  he 
had  left  his  encampment  at  Sacket's  Harbour. 

The  first  achievement  of  General  Brown,  on  entering  the  ene- 
my's territory,  was  the  reduction  of  fort  Erie,  the  garrison  of 
which  surrendered  with  but  little  resistance.  He  then  declared 
martial  law,  and  made  known  his  views  in  a  proclamation  essen- 
tially different  from  those  that  had  been  issued  by  some  of  his 
predecessors.  Instead  of  being  marked  with  empty  boastings, 
and  threats  which  he  was  utterly  unable  to  execute,  it  breathed 
the  principles  and  sentiments  of  an  upright  man  and  an  honoura- 
ble warrior. 

No  sooner  had  the  general  made  the  necessary  arrangements 
in  relation  to  the  occupancy  and  security  of  fort  Erie,  than  he 
marched  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  lay  entrenched  in  his  works 
at  Chippewa.  This  was  by  every  one  considered  as  a  daring,  by 
many,  as  a  rash  and   hazardous  measure.     But   something  signal 

Mog  necessary  to  redeem  the  reputation   which  had  been  lost  in 
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iiie  events  of  former  campaigns,  difficullits  and  dangers  and  re- 
monstrances were  disregarded.  They  even  increased  the  anxiety 
for  action,  inasmuch  as  they  would  add  to  the  glory  of  victoiy..... 
The  general's  plans  and  determinations  were  formed,  and  nothing 
that  iiumaii  resolution,  aided  by  all  the  nneans  in  his  power,  vva« 
capable  of  surmounting,  could  restrain  him  from  boldly  attempting 

their   execution.     The  wished-for   moment   at   length  arrived 

The  enemy  venturing  from  behind  his  entrenchments,  the  battle 
was  fought  on  an  open  plain,  and,  though  not  of  long  duration, 
was  severe  and  sanguinary.  The  result  is  known.  The  soldiere 
and  officers  of  Wellington,  who  had  wrested  the  laurels  from 
the  veterans  of  France,  were  defeated  by  a  detachment  from  the 
American  army.  The  only  troops  engaged,  on  the  part  of  Gener- 
al Brown,  were  General  Scott's  brigade,  and  a  corps  of  volunteers 
commanded  by  General  Porter.  The  remainder  of  the  army,  al- 
though burning  for  com.bat,  had  no  opportunity  of  coming  into  ac- 
tion. 

From  Clueenston  where  he  had  been  for  a  short  time  afterwards 
stationed.  Gen.  Brown  marched  with  a  part  of  his  army  down  to- 
wards fort  George.  His  object  in  this  movement,  besides  recon- 
noitering  the  enemy,  was  to  be  near  to  the  shores  of  lake  Onta- 
rio, hoping  that  he  might  there  receive  some  intelligence  respect- 
i  ng  Commodore  Chauncey  and  the  fleet.  Being  disappointed  in 
this  expectation,  he  returned  after  a  few  days  to  his  station  at 
Queenstown.  The  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  were  not  inactive. 
Having  received  large  supplies  and  no  inconsiderable  addition  to 
their  numbers,  they  concentrated  their  forces  in  the  peninsula  be- 
tween Burlington  and  Erie,  and  felt  themselves  in  a  condition  to 
offer  battle.  The  proposal  was  eagerly  accepted  by  the  Ameri- 
can general  and  his  brave  associates.  The  battle  of  Bridgewater 
succeeded the  result  of  which  is  already  known. 

General  Brown  having  been  severely  wounded  in  the  engage- 
ment, was  compelled  to  a  temporary  retirement  from   service 

But  in  the  space  of  a  few  weeks,  we  find  him  again  at  the  head 
of  his  army,  no  longer  indeed  in  the  field,  but  within  the  walls  of 
fort  Erie.  In  the  interim  our  troops  in  that  fortress  had  been 
much  harrassed  and  pressed  by  the  enemy,  now  become  superior 
in  a  still  higher  degree  by  reinforcements,  and  exasperated  to 
madness  by  their  late  defeats.  An  assault  of  the  works  had 
been  attempted,  but  was  gallantly  repelled  by  the  American  for- 
ces then  under  the  command  of  General  Gaines.  Not  long  af- 
terwards, that  excellent  officer  received  a  serious  wound  from 
the  bursting  of  a  shell,  which  obliged  him  to  retire,  for  a  time, 
from  the  service  of  his  country. 

Menaced  in  front  by  a  powerful  enemy,  and  having  a  river  of 
difficult  passage  in  their  rear,  the  troops  in  fort  Erie  began  to  be 
considered  in  a  very  perilous  situation  ;  but  while  General  Drum- 


SS2  SRETC»ES  OF 

ttiond  was  engaged  in  fomidable  arrangements  intended  for  ttje 
destruction  of  the  American  forces.  General  Brown  was  still  more 
actively  and  sagaciously  employed  in  divising  means  for  their  safe- 
ty and  glory. 

By  the  middle  of  September,  the  enemy  had  nearly  completed 
a  line  of  batteries  to  command  the  fort,  which,  when  in  full  oper- 
ation, would  have  rendered  the  position  of  the  Americans  at  least 
unsafe,  if  not  untenable.  But  General  Drummond,  while  erect- 
ing this  extensive  work  of  annoyance,  was  little  aware  of  the 
disaster  and  mortification,  he  was  preparing  for  himself  and  the 
laurels  he  was  cultivating  for  the  brow  of  his  adversary.  On  the 
17th  of  September,  the  day  before  the  fire  from  the  batteries  was 
to  commence,  another  scene  of  glory  opened  on  the  American 
commander  and  his  brave  associates.  His  plan  being  matured, 
and  his  troops  in  readiness,  their  spirits  wound  up  to  the  hardiest 
€nterprize.  General  Brown  made  a  sortie,  not  in  the  form  of  a. 
"  night  attack,"  of  which  a  distinguished  British  officer  had  so 
bitterly  complained,  but  in  the  face  of  day,  drove  t\te  enemy  from 
his  strong  hold  with  the  loss  of  more  than  eight  hundred  men, 
spiked  his  cannon,  and  destroyed  his  works.  Thus  was  the  la- 
bor of  thousands,  continued  uninterrwitingly  for  many  weeks,  frus- 
trated in  an  hour  by  the  skilful  and  well  timed  enterprize  of  li 
commander,  and  the  valour  and  heroism  of  a  few  gallant  sol- 
diers. 

For  brilliancy  and  effect,  this  sortie  challenges  a  comparison 
svith  any  thing  recorded  in  the  annals  of  war.  It  is  of  itself  suf- 
ficient to  gain  for  a  commander  a  name  in  arms. 

Shortly  after  the  destruction  of  his  works.  General  Drummond 
retreated  from  before  fort  Erie,  and  fell  back  on  fort  George,  leav- 
ing the  American  army  in  the  enjoyment  of  security  and  repose, 
as  the  reward  of  their  valor.  The  conflict  in  thai  quarter  being 
now  apparrently  at  an  end.  General  Brown  was  transferred  from 
the  Niagara  frontier  to  the  command  of  Sacket's  Harbor. 

The  achievements  of  the  American  army  during  the  campaign 
of  1814,  in  Upper  Canada,  considering  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  effected,  need  no  comment.  They  are  their 
own  best  interpreters,  speaking  in  a  language  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  They  announce  in  the  commander,  talents,  perse- 
verance and  daring  enterprize,  and  in  his  brave  associates,  pa- 
tience and  gallantry,  invincible  firmness  and  military  discipline  in 
its  highest  style.  They  will  be  selected  hereafter  by  the  hand  of 
history,  to  enrich  and  emblazon  some  of  her  choisest  pages.  To 
triumph  with  inferior  numbers,  and  in  open  conflict,  over  troops 
that  had  defeated  the  veteran  legions  of  France,  is  of  itself  suffi- 
cient to  consummate  the  glory  of  any  commander:  and  such  has 
been  the  fortune  of  General  Brown [Port  Folio.] 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Lake  Ontario Michigan  Territory Captain  Holmes^  expedi- 
tion  Michillimackinac Lake  Huron General  APJrthur^s 

expedition. 

On  the  24tli  of  April,  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  which  had  beeu 
kept  cruising  by  Commodore  Chauncey  as  a  look-out  vessel,  run 
close  into  Kingston  harbour  and  showed  her  colours,  which  were 
answered  by  the  enemy's  fleet  and  batteries ;  and  after  taking  a 
view  of  his  naval  force,  stood  for  Sacket's  Harbour. 

On  the  night  of  the  25th  two  American  guard  boats  fell  ia 
with  three  of  the  enemy's  boats  in  the  bay.  Lieutenant  Dudley, 
(the  officer  of  the  guard,)  hailed  and  was  answered  **  guard 
boats ;"  this,  however,  not  being  satisfactor}-,  he/repeated  the 
hail,  but  was  not  answered.  Finding  that  the  strange  boats  were 
attempting  to  cut  him  off  from  the  shore,  he  fired  upon  them  ; 
the  enemy  laying  upon  their  oars  a  short  time,  pulled  in  towards 
Bull  Rock  Poiit,  vvithout  returning  the  fire.  Lieutenant  Dudley 
returned  to  the  fleet,  and  got  a  reinforcement  of  boats ;  but  no- 
thing more  was  seen  of  the  enemy  that  night.  On  the  morning 
of  the  2Sth,  Commodore  Chauncey  directed  both  shores  of  Sher- 
niont  bay  to  be  examined,  to  see  whether  the  enemy  had  not  se- 
creted himself  in  some  of  the  small  creeks.  Nothing,  however, 
was  discovered,  but  six  barrels  of  powder,  found  in  the  water 
near  the  shore,  where  our  guard-boats  fired  upon  the  enemy. 
These  barrels  were  all  slung  in  such  a  manner  that  one  man  could 
take  two  across  his  shoulders  and  carry  them.  Each  barrel  had  a 
hole  bored  in  the  head  of  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  a 
wooden  plug  in  it.  These  barrels  of  powder  were  evidently  fitted 
for  the  purpose  of  blowing  up  our  large  ship,  if  the  enemy  could 
have  got  in  undiscovered,  by  placing  them  under  the  ship's  bottom, 
and  putting  a  piece  of  slow  match  or  short  fire  in  the  bole  in  the 
head,  which  would  burn  a  sufficient  time  to  allow  the  party  to 
escape  before  the  fire  could  communicate  to  the  powder.  This 
also  accounts  for  the  enemy  not  returning  the  fire  of  our  boats; 
for,  having  so  much  powder  in,  he  was  apprehensive  of  accidents, 
which  no  doubt  induced  him  to  heave  it  overboard,  to  be  prepar- 
ed to  return  the  fire  if  he  was  pursued. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  of  May,  a  part  of  the  British  fleet 
was  discovered  standing  towards  Charlotte,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Gennessee  river,  where  about  160  volunteers  were  stationed, 
%vith  one  piece  of  artillery.  Captain  Stone,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, immediately  despatched  expresses  with  the  information  ta 
Colonel  Hopkins  at  Boyle,  to  General  Hall  at  Bloomfield,  and  to 
General  Porter  at  Canandaigua.  On  the  13th,  at  12  o'clock,  the 
3  D 
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commodore's  new  ship  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  li.e.": 
and  sent  an  officer  ashore  with  a  flag,  demanding  a  surrender  of 
the  place  :  and  promising  to  respect  private  property  in  case  no  re- 
sistance should  be  made,  and  all  public  property  faithfully  disclos 
ed  and  given  up.  General  Porter  (who  left  Cauandaigua,  38 
miles  distant,  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  with  Major  Noon,)  ar- 
rived while  the  flag  was  on  shore,  and  returned  for  answer  to 
this  disgraceful  proposal,  that  the  place  would  be  defended  to  the 
last  extremity.  On  tlie  return  of  the  flag,  two  gun-boats  with 
from  two  to  three  hundred  men  on  board,  advanced  To  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  which  is  about  a  mile  from  the  town  and  bat- 
tery, and  commenced  a  heavy  cannonade  directed  partly  to  the 
town,  and  partly  to  bodies  of  troops  who  had  been  placed  in  ra- 
vines near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the 
gun-boats  in  case  they  should  enter. 

At  the  expiration  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  time 
they  threw  a  great  number  of  rockets,  shells,  and  shot  of  various 
descriptions  from  grape  to  68  pcujids,  a  second  flag  v^as  sent  from 
the  commodore's  ship,  requiring,  in  the  name  of  the  commander 
of  the  forces,  an  immediate  surrender,  and  threatening,  that  if 
the  demand  was  not  complied  with,  he  would  land  i200  regular 
troops  and  400  Indians.. ..that  if  he  should  lose  a  single  man,  he 
would  raze  the  town,  and  destroy  every  vestige  of  property.... 
and  that  it  was  his  request  that  the  women  and  children  mighl 
be  immediately  removed,  as  he  could  not  be  accountable  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Indians.  He  was  told  that  the  answer  to  this  de- 
mand had  already  been  explicitly  given... .that  we  were  prepared 
to  meet  him,  our  women  and  children  having  been  disposed  of.... 
and  that  if  another  flag  should  be  sent  on  the  subject  of  a  surren- 
der, it  would  rjot  be  protected.  The  flag  returned  with  the  gun- 
boats to  the  fleet,  the  whole  of  which  came  to  anchor  about  f.. 
mile  from  shore,  where  they  lay  until  8  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th,  and  then  left  the  place. 

General  Pofter  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  good  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  composing  the  volunteer  corps,  and  oi" 
Colonel  Hopkins,  and  the  militia  who  had  rallied  for  the  occasion, 
and  were  placed  under  his  command.  The  American  force  at  12 
o'clock  on  the  14th,  was  300,  and  was  increased  to  500  during 
the  night.  Dispositions  were  so  made,  that  if  the  gun-boats  had 
entered  the  river  as  was  expected,  they  must  have  been  cut  off 
before  they  could  have  been  reinforced.  Every  man  was  at  his 
post  during  the  night,  in  constant  expectation  of  an  attack.  The 
British  squadron  consisted  of  four  ships,  two  brigs,  and  five  girn^ 
boats. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  Commodore  Chauncey  dispatched 
Lieutenant  Gregory,  with  three  gigs,  having  only  their  crew  and 
one  settee  in  each  boat,  with  orders  to  proceed  down  the  St.  Law- 


THE   WAR.  395 

~ence,  secrete  himself  in  some  of  the  islando,  and  watcli  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  to  surprize  a  brigade  of  store-boats  belong- 
ing to  the  enemy,  and  either  bring  them  off  or  destroy  them.  la 
complying  with  these  orders,  the  lieutenant  saw  two  brigades  of 
boatJ,  one  up  the  river  with  troops,  of  course  too  strong  for  his 
little  party. ...the  other  down  the  river,  empty,  and  not  worth 
taking. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  Lieutenant  Gregory  found  he  had  been 
discovered  by  the  enemy's  look-out  boats,  and  that  a  gun-boat  had 
been  sent  in  pursuit,  which  was  then  close  upon  him.  He  instant- 
ly formed  the  bold  design  to  board  her,  which  he  did,  and  carried 
her  without  losing  a  man,  one  of  the  enemy  being  badly  wound- 
ed. She  proved  to  be  a  fine  gun-boat,  mounting  one  18  pounder, 
and  manned  with  18  men,  chiefly  royal  marines.  Lieutenant 
Gregory  manned  his  prize  and  proceeded  up  the  St.  Lawrence, 
but  was  soon  discovered  and  pursued  by  a  very  large  gun-boat, 
mounting  two  heavy  guns,  and  rowed  with  upwards  of  40  oars, 
which  overhauled  him  fast.  He  kept  possession  of  his  prize  until 
the  enemy  threw  their  shot  over  him  :  he  then  very  reluctantly 
took  all  his  prisoners  out,  and   scuttled  the  gun-boat,  which  sunk 

instantly,  and  escaped  the  enemy,  although  so  heavily  loaded 

The  lieutenant  arrived  safe  at  Sacket's  Harbour,  with  all  his  pri- 
soners, on  the  day  following. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  Lieutenant  Gregory  again  performed  a 
brilliant  exploit.  Having  under  his  command,  two  large  gigs,  > 
with  their  crews,  he  succeeded  in  destroying,  by  stratagem,  the 
frame  of  a  large  schooner  on  the  stocks  at  Presque  Isle,  belonging 
to  the  enemy.  She  was  a  stout,  well-built  vessel,  to  mount  14 
guns,  and  would  probably  have  been  launched  in  ten  days.  Lieu- 
tenant Gregory  afterwards  arrived  safely  in  port. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  Commodore  Chauncey  gave  chase  to, 
and  ran  one  of  the  enemy's  vessels  ashore,  about  4  miles  fronn 
Niagara.  The  wind  being  fresh,  the  fleet  lay  off  with  the  inten- 
tion of  getting  her  when  the  wind  lulled.  The  enemy  probably 
anticipating  the  design,  set  fire  to  her,  and  in  a  little  time  she 
blew  up.  She  was  a  biig  formerly  called  the  Prince  Regent, 
carrying  14  guns,  and  laden  viith  supplies  for  the  garrison  of  Ni- 
agara. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  Commodore  Chauncey  discovered 
two  of  the  enemy's  ships  standing  out  of  Kingston  under  a  great 
press  of  sail.  He  immediately  stood  for  them;  when  the  enemy 
discovering  that  Chauncey  neared  him,  made  all  sail,  and  beat  in- 
to his  anchorage. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  a  gig  belonging  to  the  American 
squadron,  with  an  officer  and  4  men,  captured  near  the  mouth  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  6  boats,  manned  with  35  men,  (armed)  and  la- 
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den  with  wine,  brandy,  crates  and  dry  goods,  bound  to  KingsioL,, 
and  brought  them  safe  into  port.  The  boats  and  their  cargoes 
were  estimated  at  12,000  dollars. 

Michigan  T erritory.,. .Captain  Holmes''  expedition On  the 

21st  of  February,  General  Harrison  dispatched  Captain  Holmes, 
of  the  24th  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry,  with  a  dt,-tach 
ment  of  troops,  to  pursue  the  enemy  on  his  retreat  up  the  river 
Thames.  They  were  overtaken  on  the  4th  of  March,  about  20 
miles  from  the  Delaware  towns ;  when  an  engagement  ensued, 
which  terminated  in  their  total  defeat.  Captain  Holmes'  force 
consisted  of  160  rangers  and  mounted  infantry.  The  enemy, 
from  his  own  acknowledgment,  had  236.  His  fine  light  compa- 
ny of  royal  Scotts  was  total)}'  destroyed  ;  they  led  the  attack 
most  gallantly,  and  their  comma rder  fell  within  ten  paces  of  our 
front  line.  In  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  the  enemy  lost  up- 
Vvardii  of  80.  The  American  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  7. 
This  great  disparity  in  the  loss  on  each  side,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  very  judicious  position  occupied  by  Captain  Holmes,  who  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  attack  him  at  great  disadvantage.  Captain 
Holmes  was  afterwards  bre vetted  a  major. 

Michillimaclcinac About  the  commencement  of  July,  an  ex- 
pedition was  fitted  out  from  Detroit,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Croghan  and  Major  Holmes,  with  a  view  of  re 
capturing  Michillimackinac.  On  the  20th  of  July,  the  troop? 
were  landed  at  St.  Joseph's  and  the  fort,  which  had  been  evacu- 
ated, set  on  fire.  Major  Holmes  was  then  ordered  to  the  Sault 
St.  Mary's,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  the  enem\'s  establish- 
ment at  that  place.  He  arrived  the  day  after;  but  the  North- 
west agent  had  received  notice  of  his  approach,  and  succeeded  in 
escaping  with  a  considerable  amount  of  goods,  after  setting  fire 
to  a  vessel  above  the  falls :  the  design  of  this  latter  measure  wag 
frustrated.  The  vessel  was  brought  down  the  falls  on  the  25tb, 
hut  having  bilged,  was  destroyed.  Considerable  property  belong- 
ing to  the  enemy  was  taken. 

On  the  4th  of  August,  a  landing  of  the  troops  under  Croghan 
and  Morgan  was  effected  at  Mackinac ;  but  the  strength  of  the 
enemy's  works  rendered  it  impossible  to  carry  the  place,  with  a 
small  number  of  troops  only,  by  storm ;  and  after  a  severe  con- 
flict, a  retreat  became  indispensable,  and  was  accordingly  ef- 
fected. 

This  affair,  which  cost  many  valuable  lives,  leaves  us  to  lament 
the  fall  of  that  gallant  officer.  Major  Morgan.  Captain  Van- 
horn  of  the  10th,  and  Lieutenant  Jackson  of  the  24th  infantry, 
hoth  brave,  intrepid  young  men,  fell  mortally  wounded  at  the 
hpad  of  their  respective  commands. 


THE  WAR.  3fi7 

Although  this  expedition  proved  unsuccessful  in  ita  issue,  its 
failure  was  not  ascribable  to  any  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the 
commanding  officer.  Every  thing  wa«  done  that  vigilance,  bra- 
very and  perseverance  could  achieve. 

The  American  loss  was  13  killed,  51  wounded,  and  2  missing 
••••loss  of  the  enemy  not  known. 

After  this  affair.  Colonel  Croghan  determined  to  remain  on  lake 
Huron  for  a  time,  with  three  companies,  for  the  purpose  of  break- 
ing up  any  depots  which  the  enemy  might  have  on  the  east  side 
of  the  lake. 

He  was  fortunate  enough  to  learn,  that  the  only  line  of  com- 
munication from  York  to  Mackinac,  &c.  was  by  the  way  of  lake 
Simicoe  and  Nautauwasaga  river,  which  empties  into  lake  Huron 
about  100  miles  S.  E.  of  Cabot's  Head. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  the  fleet  anchored  off  the  mouth  of 
that  river,  and  the  troops  were  quickly  disembarked  on  the  penin^ 
sula  formed  between  the  river  and  lake,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing 
a  camp. 

On  reconnoitering  the  position  thus  taken,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  enemy's  schooner  Nancy  was  drawn  up  in  the  river  a 
few  hundred  yards  above,  under  cover  of  a  block-house,  erected 
on  a  commanding  situation  on  the  opposite  shore. 

On  the  following  morning,  a  fire  for  a  few  minutes  was  kept 
up  by  the  shipping  upon  the  block-house,  but  with  little  effect..... 
At  12  o'clock  two  howitzers  being  placed  within  a  few  hundred 
yards,  commenced  a  fire,  which  lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  when 
the  block  house  blew  up  ;  at  the  sam.e  time  fire  was  communica- 
ted to  the  Nancy,  (by  the  bursting  of  one  of  our  shells,)  which 
was  so  quickly  enveloped  in  flames  as  to  render  any  attempts 
which  might  have  been  made  to  save  her,  unavailing,  giving  the 
enemy  barely  time  to  make  his  escape,  before  an  explosion  took 
place. 

The  loss  of  the  Nancy  was  severely  felt  by  the  enemy ;  her 
cargo  consisting  (at  the  time  of  her  being  on  fire)  of  several  hun- 
dred barrels  of  provisions,  intended  as  a  six  months'  supply  for  the 
garrison  at  Mackinac. 

Colonel  Croghan  afterwards  returned  to  Detroit. 

During  the  month  of  August,  Captain  Sinclair  had  succeeded  iia 
destroying  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  naval  force  on  lake  Huron  ; 
but  owing  to  the  negligence  of  the  officer  who  was  entrusted  with 
the  command  of  the  fleet  in  the  absence  of  the  captain,  the  ene- 
my succeeded  in  capturing,  in  the  month  of  October,  with  their 
boats,  two  small  American  vessels,  (the  Tygress  and  Scorpion)  af- 
ter a  warmly  contested  action. 

General  M^ArthurK^  expedition On  the  22d  of  October,  Ge- 
neral M'Arthur,  with  600  volunteers,  50  rangers  and  70  Indians;> 


S9S  .SKETCHES   UF 

eft  Detroil  and  proceeded  on  a  secret  expedition  against  tijeene- 
my.  The  troops  crossed  the  St.  Clair  river,  and  proceeded  down 
*he  Scotch  settlement  on  the  Belcloon,  up  Bear  creek  about  thirty 
miles,  and  crossed  to  the  Moravian  towns,  a  few  miles  above  the 
lower  settlement  on  the  Thames,  where  they  arrived  on  the  30th 
of  October. 

On  General  M'Arthur's  arrival  at  this  place,  he  was  fortunate 
n  taking  a  British  sergeant,  who  was  proceeding  to  Burlington 
lieights  with  the  information  that  the  detachment  had  pafsed  into 
the  enemy's  territory.  This  enabled  our  troops  to  reach  Dela- 
ware undiscovered.  On  approaching  the  Thames,  the  rangers 
were  detached  to  move  across  below  the  settlement,  pass  in  the 
rear  of  it,  and  guard  the  diffeient  roads  leading  into  the  interior^ 
while  the  troops  were  engaged  in  swimming  their  horses  and 
transporting  their  baggage  on  rafts.  They  were  thus  enabled  tc 
arrive  at  the  towrJ  of  Oxford,  150  miles  distant  from  Detroit,  be- 
fore the  inhabitants  knew  that  a  force  was  approaching. 

On  the  succeeding  day,  (the  5th  November,)  the  detachment 
proceeded  to  Burford.  A  few  hours  before  its  arrival,  the  enemy 
had  retreated  to  Malcom's  mills,  ten  miles  distant.  It  was  thf 
Intention  of  General  M' Arthur  to  have  crossed  Grand  river,  with- 
out regarding  the  force  at  the  mills,  and  attack  Burlington :  but 
jpon  arriving  at  that  river,  it  was  found  impossible  to  ford  it.  It 
was  therefore  determined  to  attack  and  disperse  the  militia  at 
Malcolm's  mill?. 

The  enemy  was  found  to  consist  of  4  or  500  militia  and  a  few- 
Indians,  fortified  on  a  commanding  ground  beyond  a  creek,  deep 
and  difficult  of  passage,  except  at  a  bridge  immediately  in  their 
rear  The  Ohio  troops,  with  the  'advance  guard  of  Indians,  were 
accordingly  thrown  across  the  creek,  under  cover  of  a  thick  wood, 
to  approach  the  enemy  in  rear,  while  the  Kentucky  troops  were 
to  attack  in  front  as  soon  as  the  attention  of  the  enemy  was  en- 
gaged by  the  attack  in  the  rear.  The  enemy  would  probably 
have  been  completely  surprized  and  captured,  had  net  an  unfortu 
nate  yell  by  one  of  our  Indians^  announced  the  approach  of  the 
detachment  destined  to  attack  their  rear  ;  they  were,  however, 
defeated  and  dispersed  with  the  loss  of  1  captain  and  17  privates 
killed^  9  privates  wounded,  and  three  captains,  5  subalterns,  and 
103  privates  made  prisoners  ;  while  our  loss  was  only  1  killed  and 
6  wounded.  After  this,  a  number  of  the  enemy  were  made  pri- 
soners in  the  march  of  our  army  on  the  road  to  Dover,  and  five 
valuable  mills,  employed  for  the  use  of  their  army  in  the  peninsula, 
destroyed. 

On  the  8th  of  November  the  army  commenced  its  return,  and 
arrived  Avitbout  accident  at  Detroit  on  the  17th, 
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CHAPTER  XXXIH. 

Lake  C hamplain....Repulse  of  the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  Otter 
Creek. ...Gallant  exploit. ...Siege  of  Plattsburgh....Captiire  of 
the  British  f-eety  §rc. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1814,  the  British  flotilla,  consisting  of 
■jive  sail  and  eight  row  gallies,  manned  with  about  1000  sailors 
and  marioes,  passed  Cumberland  head.  On  the  14th,  they  ap- 
peared off  the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek,  and  commenced  a  cannon- 
ade. The  fire  was  returned  with  great  bravery  and  skill,  by 
Captain  Thornton  of  the  artillery,  and  Lieutenant  Cassin  of  the 
navy  ;  and  after  a  cannonade  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  during 
which  time  their  gallies  suffered  very  considerably,  the  enenrn.' 
retired  from  their  position,  and  returned  to  their  own  posts. 

The  American  force  consisted  of  140  infantry  and  50  artille- 
rists, placed  in  a  position  surrounded  by  water,  and  assailable  by 
any  part  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  at  all  points  except  at  the  batter}'. 
Commodore  Macdonough's  fleet  could  not  be  got  in  readiness  in 
time  to  aid  the  battery. 

No  damage  was  done  on  our  side,  except  the  dismounting  of 
one  gun  in  the  battery,  by  which  two  men  were  slightly  woun- 
ded. 

Gallant  exploit On  the  18th  of  July,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  mor- 
ning, one  of  the  piquet  guards  of  the  army  at  Plattsburgh,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Shelburne,  consisting  of  20  men, 
was  attacked  by  about  70  voltigeurs  and  Indians.  The  latter 
commenced  the  attack  by  surprsing  and  shooting  a  centinel ;  up- 
on which  Lieutenant  Shelburne  paraded  his  guard  and  received 
the  fire  of  the  whole  British  force,  and  returned  it  with  great  bra- 
very. On  the  first  fire,  two  Americans  were  killed,  and  Lieut.  S. 
received  a  wound  in  the  hip;  he  nevertheless  kept  up  a  well  di 
reeled  fire,  and  stood  his  ground  until  be  received  two  other 
wounds,  one  in  the  neck  and  the  other  in  the  right  breast ;  he 
then  made  a  retrogade  movement,  but  continued  his  fire  on  the 
enemy  imtil  a  reinforcement  arrived  to  his  assistance  from  camp  : 
when  a  charge  was  made.  Lieutenant  S.  still  accompanying  his 
men,  until,  being  faint  with  the  loss  of  blood,  he  fell.  The  ene- 
my were  driven  from  their  position,  and  two  prisoners  taken, 
from  whom  it  was  learnt  that  Lieut.  S.  had  killed  20  of  their 
number,  and  wounded  6,  including  one  lieutenant :  15  were  af- 
terwards found  dead  on  the  field,  and  3  wounded.  Our  loss  wae 
3  killed  and  4  wounded,  including  Lieutenant  Shelburne. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that   while  Lieutenant   Shelburne  was 
in   pursuit  of  the   enemy,  and  after   he  had   recfived  hi»  three 
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wounds,  he  was  attacked  by  an  Indian,  who  sprung  upon  him  Irom 
the  bushes,  and  gave  him  a  slight  cut  with  his  tomahawk,  upon 
the  head.  After  a  skirmish.  Lieutenant  S.  succeeded  in  dispatch- 
ing him  with  his  sword,  by  a  thrust  through  the  body.  He  then 
fell  for  want  of  blood,  and  was  carried  from  the  field.  He  has 
since,  we  understand,  recovered. 

Siege  of  Plattsburgh Nothing    of    importance   occurred, 

after  this,  either  with  the  land  or  naval  forces  in  the  vicinity  of 
Champlain,  until  the  latter  part  of  August ;  when  the  advance 
of  the  British  army,  under  General  Brisbane,  entered  Champlain 
and  encamped  on  the  north  side  of  the  Great  Chazy,  where  he 
soon  began  offensive  operations. 

The  following  letter  from  General  Macomb,  commanding  the 
American  force  at  Plattsburgh,  to  the  secretary  of  war,  details 
:he  events  which  transpired  subsequent  to  the  enemy's  invasion  : 

H.  Q.  Plattsburgh,  Sept.  15,  1814. 

SlR....i  have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  the  information  of 
the  war  department,  the  particulars  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
into  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  siege  of  Plattsburgh,  and  the  defence  of  the  posts  entrusted 
fo  my  charge. 

The  Governor  General  of  the  Canadas,  Sir  George  Prevost^ 
having  collected  all  the  disposable  force  in  Lower  Canada,  with  a 
view  of  conquering  the  country  as  far  as  Crown  Point  and  Ticon- 
deroga,  entered  the  territory  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  of 
the  month,  and  occupied  the  village  of  Champlain;  there  avowed 
his  intentions,  and  issued  orders  and  proclamations  tending  to  dis- 
suade the  people  from  their  allegiance  and  inviting  them  to  fur- 
nish his  army  with  provisicns.  He  immediately  began  to  impress 
the  waggons  and  teams  in  the  vicinity,  and  loaded  them  with  his 
heavy  baggage  and  stores.  From  this  I  was  persuaded  he  inten- 
ded to  ajtack  this  place.  I  had  but  just  returned  from  the  lines, 
where  I  had  commanded  a  fine  brigade,  which  was  broken  up  to 
form  the  division  under  Major  Generel  Izard,  ordered  to  the  west- 
ward. Being  senior  officer  he  left  me  in  command,  except  the 
four  companies  of  the  6th  regiment,  I  had  not  an  organized  bat- 
tallion  among  those  remaining.  The  garrison  was  composed  of 
convalescents  and  recruits  of  the  new  regiments.. ..all  in  the  great- 
est confusion,  as  well  gs  the  ordnance  and  stores,  and  the  works 
in  no  state  of  defence. 

-    To  create  an  emulation  and  zeal  among   the  officers  and  men 
in  completing  the   works,  I   divided  them  into  detachments,  and 
placed  them  near  the  several  forts ;  declaring  in  orders,  that  each 
detachmeiu  was  the  garrison   of  its  own  work,  and  bound  to  d* 
fend  i^  to  the  last  extremity. 
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The  enemy  advanced  cautiously  and  by  short  marches,  and  our 
ioldiers  worked  day  and  night ;  so  that  by  the  time  he  made  his 
appearance  before  the  place,  we  were  prepared  to  receive  him. 

General  Izard  named  the  principal  work  fort  Moreau,  and  to 
remind  the  troops  of  the  actions  of  their  brave  countrymen,  I  call- 
ed the  redoubt  on  the  right  fort  Brown,  and  that  on  the  left  fort 
Scott.  Besides  these  three  works,  ynre  have  two  block  houses 
.'Strongly  fortified. 

Finding,  on  examining  the  returns  of  the  garrison,  that  out 
force  did  nut  exceed  fifteen  hundred  effective  men  for  duty,  and 
well  informed  that  the  enemy  had  as  many  thousands,  I  called  oo 
General  Mooers,  of  the  New  York  militia,  and  arranged  with  him 
plans  for  bringing  forth  the  militia  en  masse.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  village  fled  with  their  families  and  effects,  except  a 
few  worthy  citizens  and  some  boys,  who  formed  themselves  into 
a  party,  received  rifles,  and  were  exceedingly  useful.  By  the 
fourth  of  the  month.  Gen.  Mooers  collected  about  700  militia,  and 
advanced  seven  miles  on  the  Beekmantown  road,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  enemy,  and  to  skirmish  with  him  as  he  advanced  ; 
also  to  obstruct  the  roads  with  fallen  trees,  and  to  break  up  the 
bridges. 

On  the  lake  road  at  Dead  Creek  bridge,  I  posted  200  men  un- 
der Captain  Sproul  of  the  13th  regiment,  with  orders  to  abbatis 
the  woods,  to  place  obstructions  in  the  road,  and  to  fortify  himself  j 
to  this  party  I  added  two  field-pieces.  In  advance  of  this  position, 
was  Lieut.  Col.  Appling  with  110  riflemen,  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  and  procuring  intelligence.  It  was  ascer- 
tained that  before  day-light  on  the  6th,  the  enemy  would  advance 
ia  two  columns  on  the  two  roads  before-mentioned,  dividing  at 
Sampson's,  a  little  below  Chazy  village.  The  column  of  the  Beek- 
mantown road  proceeded  most  rapidly  ;  the  militia  skirmished  with 
his  advanced  parties,  and,  except  a  few  brave  men^  fell  back 
most  precipitately  in  the  greatest  disorder,  notwithstanding  the 
British  troops  did  not  deign  to  fire  on  them,  except  by  their  flank- 
ers and  advanced  patroles.  The  night  previous  I  ordered  Major 
Wool  to  advance  with  a  detachment  of  250  men  to  support  the 
militia,  and  set  them  an  example  of  firmness.  Also  Capt.  Leon- 
ard, of  the  light  artillery,  was  directed  to  proceed  with  two  pieces, 
tabe  oh  the  ground  before  day,  yet  he  did  not  make  his  appear- 
ance until  8  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  had  approached  within  two 
miles  of  the  village  ;  with  his  conduct,  therefore,  I  am  not  well 
pleased.  Major  Wool,  with  his  party,  disputed  the  road  with 
great  obstinacy,  but  the  militia  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  stand, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  their  general  and  staff  oflScers; 
although  the  fields  were  divided  by  strong  stone  walls,  and  they 
were  told  that  the  enemy  could  not  possibly  cut  them  off.  The 
ftate  dragoons  of  New-York  wear  red  coats,  and  they  being  on 
3  E 
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the  heights  to  watch  the  enemy,  gave  constant  aiarm  to  tiie  miii- 
tia,  who  mistook  them  for  the  enemy,  and  feared  his  getting  in 
their  rear. 

Finding  the  enemy's  columns  had  penetrated  within  a  mile  of 
Plattsburgli,  I  dispatched  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieut.  Root,  to  bring 
off  the  detachment  at  Dead  Creek,  ond  to  inform  Lieut.  Appling 
that  I  wished  him  to  fall  on  the  enemy's  right  flank.  The  colo- 
nel fortunately  arrived  just  in  time  to  save  his  retreat  and  to  fall 
in  with  the  head  of  a  column  debouching  from  the  woods.  Here 
he  poured  in  a  destructive  fire  from  his  riflemen  at  rest,  and  con- 
tinued to  annoy  the  column  until  he  formed  a  junction  with  Ma- 
jor Wool.  The  field  pieces  did  considerable  execution  among  the 
enemy's  columns.  So  undaunted,  however,  wa?  the  enemy,  that 
he  never  deployed  in  his  whole  march,  always  pressing  on  in  col- 
umn. Finding  that  every  road  was  full  of  troops  crowding  on  us 
on  all  sides,  I  ordered  tlie  field  pieces  to  retire  across  the  bridge 
and  form  a  battery  for  its  protection,  and  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
the  infantry,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  parties  of  Ap- 
pling and  Wool,  as  well  as  that  of  Sproul,  retired  alternately;, 
keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  until  they  got  under  cover  of  the  works. 
The  enemy's  light  troops  occupied  the  houses  near  the  bridge,  and 
kept  up  a  constant  firing  from  the  windows  and  balconies,  and 
annoyed  us  much.  I  ordered  them  to  be  driven  out  with  hot  shot, 
which  soon  put  the  houses  in  flames,  and  obliged  these  sharp  shoot- 
ers to  retire.  The  whole  day,  until  it  was  too  late  to  see,  the 
enemy's  light  troops  endeavoured  to  drive  our  guards  from  the 
bridge;  but  they  suffered  dearly  for  their  perseverance.  An  at- 
tempt was  also  made  to  cross  the  upper  bridge,  where  the  militia 
handsomely  drove  them  back. 

The  column  which  marched  by  the  lake  road  was  much  impe- 
ded by  the  obstructions,  and  the  removal  of  the  bridge  at  Dead 
Creek,  and,  as  it  passed  the  creek  and  beach,  the  gallies  kept  up  a 
lively  and  galling  fire. 

Our  troops  being  now  on  the  south  side  of  the  Saranac,  I  direct- 
ed the  planks  to  be  taken  off  the  bridges,  and  piled  up  in  the  form 
of  breastworks,  to  cover  our  parties  intended  for  disputing  the 
passage,  which  afterwards  enabled  us  to  hold  the  bridges  against 
very  superior  numbers. 

From  the  7th  to  the  iith,  the  enemy  was  employed  in  getting 
on  his  battering  train,  and  erecting  his  batteries  and  approaches, 
and  constantly  skirmishing  at  the  bridges  and  fords.  By  this  time 
the  militia  of  New  York,  and  the  volunteers  of  Vermont,  were 
pouring  in  from  all  quarters.  I  advised  General  Mooers  to  keep 
his  force  along  the  Saranac  to  prevent  the  enemy's  crossing  the 
river,  and  to  send  a  strong  body  in  his  rear  to  harrass  him  day 
and  night,  and  keep  him  in  continual  alarm. 
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The  militia  behaved  with  great  spirit  after  the  first  day,  and 
;he  volunteers  of  Vermont  were  exceedingly  serviceable.  Our 
regular  troops,  notwithstanding  the  skirmishing  and  repeated  en- 
deavours of  the  enemy  to  cross  the  river,  kept  at  their  work  day 
and  night,  strengthening  the  defences,  and  evinced  a  determina- 
tion to  hold  out  to  the  last  extremity. 

It  was  reported  that  the  enemy  only  waited  the  arrival  of  his 
flotilla  to  make  a  general  attack.  About  eight  in  the  morning  of 
the  11th,  as  was  expected,  the  flotilla  appeared  in  sight  round 
Cumberland  Head,  and  at  nine  bore  down  and  engaged  our  flotil- 
la at  anchor  in  the  bay  off  the  town.  At  the  same  instant  the 
batteries  were  opened  on  us,  and  continued  throwing  bomb-shells, 
shrapnells,  balls  and  congieve  rockets  until  sun-set,  when  the 
bombardment  ceased ;  every  battery  of  the  enemy  being  silenced 
by  the  superiority  of  our  fire.  The  naval  engagement  lasted  but 
two  hours,  in  full  view  of  both  armies.  Three  eiforts  were  made 
by  the  enemy  to  pass  the  river  at  the  commencement  of  the  can- 
nonade and  bombardment,  with  a  view  of  assaulting  the  works, 
and  had  prepared  for  that  purpose  an  immense  number  of  scaling 
ladders.  One  attempt  to  cross  was  made  at  the  village  bridge, 
and  another  at  the  upper  bridge,  and  a  third  at  a  ford  about  three 
miles  from  the  works.  At  the  two  first  he  was  repulsed  by  the 
regulars... .at  the  ford  by  the  brave  volunteers  and  militia,  where 
he  suffered  severely  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners  ;  a  consider- 
able body  having  crossed  the  stream,  but  were  either  killed,  taken, 
or  driven  back.  The  woods  at  this  place  were  very  favourable  to 
the  operations  of  the  militia.  A  whole  company  of  the  76th  regt. 
was  here  destroyed. ...the  three  lieutenants  and  twenty  seven  men 
prisoners,  the  captain  and  the  rest  killed. 

I  cannot  forego  the  pleasure  of  here  stating  the  gallant  conduct 
of  Captain  M'Glassin,  of  the  15th  regiment,  who  was  ordered  to 
ford  the  river,  and  attack  a  party  constructing  a  battery  on  the 
rio-ht  of  the  enemy's  line,  within  500  yards  of  Fort  Brown,  which 
he*  handsomely  executed  at  midnight,  with  50  men  ;  drove  off 
the  working  party,  consisting  of  150,  and  defeated  a  covering 
party  of  the  same  number....killing  one  officer  and  six  men  in  the 
charge,  and  wounding  many. 

At  dusk  the  enemy  withdrew  his  artillery  from  the  batteries, 
and  raised  the  siege.. ..and  at  9,  under  cover  of  the  night,  sent  off 
in  a  great  hurry  all  the  baggage  he  could  find  transport  for,  and 
all  his  artillery.  At  2  the  next  morning  the  army  precipitately 
retreated,  leaving  the  sick  and  wounded  to  our  generosity  ;  and 
the  governor  left  a  note  with  a  surgeon,  requesting  the  humane 
attention  of  the  commanding  general. 

Vast  quantities  of  provisions  were  left  behind  and  destroyed, 
also  an  immense  quantity  of  bomb  shells,  cannon  balls,  grape  shot, 
ammunition,  flints,  &c.  &c.  intrenching  tools  of  all  sorts,  also  tents 
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and  marquees.  A  great,  deal  has  been  found  concealed  m  \he 
ponds  and  creeks,  and  buried  in  the  ground,  and  a  vast  quantit)'' 
carried  off  by  the  inhabiti^nts.  Suph  was  the  precipitancy  of  his 
retreat,  that  he  arrived  at  Chazy,  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  before 
we  discovered  he  had  gone.  The  light  troops,  volunteers  and  mi- 
litia pursued  immediately  on  learning  of  his  flight;  and  some  oi 
the  mounted  men  made  prisoners  five  dragoons  of  the  19th  regt. 
and  several  others  of  the  rear  guard.  A  continual  fall  of  rain, 
and  a  violent  storm  prevented  further  pursuit.  Upwards  of  three 
hundred  deserters  have  come  in,  and  many  are  hourly  arriving. 

We  have  buried  the  British  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  with 
the  honors  of  war,  and  shown  every  attention  and  kindness  to 
those  who  have  fallen  into  our  hands.  * 

The  conduct  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
soldiers  of  my  command,  during  this  trying  occasion,  cannot  be 
represented  in  too  high  terms,  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend 
to  the  particular  notice  of  government,  Lieut.  Col.  Appling  of  the 
1st  rifle  corps;  Maj.  Wool,  of  the  29th  ;  Maj.  Totten  of  the 
corps  of  engineers  ;  Capt.  Brooks  of  the  artillery;  Capt.  M'Glsfs- 
sin  of  the  15th  ;  Lieuts.  De  Russy  and  Trescott  of  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers ;  Lieuts.  Smyth,  Mountford,  and  Cromwell,  of  the  artille- 
ry ;  also  my  aid-de-camp,  Lieut.  Root,  who  have  all  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  uncommon  zeal  and  activity,  and  have  been 
greatly  instrumental  in  producing  the  happy  and  glorious  result  of 
the  siege. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  profound  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  prisoners  and  desert- 
ers, since  his  first  appearance,  cannot  fall  short  of  2500. ...including 
many  officers,  among  whom  is  Col.  Wellington  of  the  Buffs. 

The  American  loss,  from  the  6th  to  the  11th  of  September, 
was  37  killed,  62  wounded,  and  20  missing.. ..total,  110.* 

By  an  official  statement  given,  it  appears  that  the  enem^ 
brought  into  the  field,  at  the  siege  of  Pittsburgh,  14,000  men, 
commanded  by  Sir  George  Prevost,  and  seconded  in  command 
by  Lieutenant  General  De  Rottenburgh.  The  commanders  of 
brigades  consisted  of  Major  Generals  Robertson,  Powers  and  Bris- 
bane. 

The  following  interesting  particulars  of  the  movements  of  the 
British   army,  and  the  American   measures  of  defence,  from  the 

,  •  Commissinncd  Officers.— lj\ev\t,  G.  W,  Runk  or  tlie  6th  regt  wounded  on  the  7tli  ami  riied  on 
the  Sih  Si'inembcr;  Lt  R.  M.  Hanixtn,  of  the  i3th  iigiment,  wounded  in  the  shdulder  ;  Lieut.  H 
•  Taylor  of  thf  34th  rcginifnt,  wounded  ill  the  knee  ... 
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jirst  invasion   to  the   retreat  of  the  enemy,  are   derived  from  an 
authentic  source  ; 

On  the   31st   of  August  the   advance  of  the  British  army  under 
General  Brisbane,  entered  Champlain,  and  encamped  on  the  north 
side  of  the   Great  Chazy   river,  and  on  the  same  day  Maj.  Gen, 
Mooers  ordered  out  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Clinton  and  Es- 
sex.    The  regiment  from  Clinton  county,  under  Lieut.  Col   Miller, 
immediately  assembled,  and   on  ihe  2d   Sept.    took  a  position  on 
the  west  road  near  the  village  of  Chazy ;  and  on  the  3d  General 
Wright  with  such  of  his  brigade  as  had  arrived,  occupied   a  posi 
tion  on  the  same  road  about  eight  miles  in  advance  of  Plattsburgh. 
On  the  4tn  the  enemy  having  brought  up  his  main  body  to  Cham- 
plam,  took  up  his  line  of  march  for   that  place.     The  rifle  corpit 
under  Lieut.  Col.  Appling,  on  the  lake  road,  fell    back    as    far  as 
Dead  Creek,  blocking- up  the  road  in  such  manner  as  to  impede  thft 
advance  of  the  enem}'    as   much  as  possible.     The  enemy  advan 
ced  on  the  5th  within  a  few  miles  of  Lieut.  Col.  Appling's  position^ 
and  finding  it  too  strong  to  attack,  halted   and  caused  a  road  to 
be  made  west  into  the  Beekmantown    road,  in   which    the    light 
brigade  under  Gen.  Powers  advanced,  and  .on  the  morning  of  the 
6th,  about  7  o'clock,  attacked  the   militia,  which  had  at  this  time 
increased  to  nearly  700,  under  Gen.  Mooers,  and  a  small  detach- 
ment of  regulars  under  Maj.  Wool,  about  7  miles  from  Plattsburgh. 
After  the  first  fire,  a  considerable  part  of  the  militia  broke  and  fled 
m  every  direction.     Many,  however,  manfully  stood  their  ground, 
and,  with   the  small  corps  of   Major  Wool,  bravely  contested  the 
ground,  against  five   times    their   number,  falling  back  gradually 
and  occupying  the  fences  on  each  side  the  road,  till  they  arrived 
vvithin  a    mile  of  the  town,  when  they   were   reinforced  by  two 
pieces  of  artillery   under  Captain  Leonard,  and  our  troops  occupy- 
ing a  strong  position  behind  a  stone  wall,  for  some  time   stopped 
the  progress  of  the   enenriy  :  being   at   length  compelled  to  retire, 
they  contested   every  inch  of  ground  until  they  reached  the  south 
bank  of  the  Saranac,  where  the  enemy  attempted  to  pursue  them 
but  was   repulsed   with  loss.     The  loss  of  the  British  in  this  skir- 
mish was  Colonel    Wellington  and  a  Lieutenant  of  the  3d  Buffs, 
and  two  lieuts.  of  the  58th  killed,  and  one  captain  and  one  lieut. 
of  the  58th  light  company  wounded,  together  with  about  100  pri- 
,'ates  killed  and  wounded;  while  that  on  our  part  did  not  exceed 
twenty-five.     The  corps  of  riflemen  under  Colonel  Appling,  and 
detachment  under  Captain  Sproul,  fell  back  from  their  position  at 
Dead  Creek  in  time  to  join  the  militia,  &c.  just  before  they  enter- 
ed the  village,  and  ^'ought    with  their  accustomed  bravery.     The 
British  got  possession  of  that  part  of  the  village  north  of  the  Sara- 
nac  about  11    o'clock,  but  the  incessant  and  well  directed  fire  of 
SUV  artillery   and  musketry  from  the  forts  and  opposite  bank  com- 
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pelled  them  to  retife  before  night  beyond  the  reach  ot  our  gun*. 
The  enemy  arrived  towards  night  with  his  heavy  artillery  and 
baggage  on  the  lake  road  and  crossed  the  beach,  where  he  me? 
with  a  warm  reception  from  our  row-gallies,  and  it  is  believed 
suffered  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  On  our  side.  Lieu- 
tenant Duncan,  of  the  navy,  lost  an  arm  by  a  rocket  and  3  or  4 
men  wete  killed  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  The  enemy  encamped 
on  the  ridge  west  of  the  town,  his  right  near  the  river,  and  occu- 
pying an  extent  of  nearly  three  miles,  his  left  resting  on  the  lake 
about  a  mile  north  of  the  village.  From  the  eth^  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th,  an  almost  continual  skirmishing  was  kept  up  be- 
tween the  enemy's  pickts  and  our  militia  stationed  on  the  river; 
and  in  the  mean  time  both  armies  were  busily  engaged. ...ours  in 
strengthening  the  works  of  the  forts,  and  that  of  tlae  enemy  in 
erecting  batteries,  collecting  ladders,  bringing  up  his  heavy  ord- 
nance, and  making  other  preparations  for  attacking  the  fort.  On 
the  morning  of  the  7th,  a  body  of  the  enemy  under  Captain  Noa- 
die,  attempted  to  cross  at  the  upper  bridge,  about  7  miles  west  oi 
Plattsburgh,  but  were  met  by  Captain  Vaughan's  company  of  about 
25  men,  and  compelled  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  two  killed  and 
several  wounded,  (one  officer  shot  in  the  ancle.)  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  nth,  the  enemy's  fleet  came  round  the  head  with  a 
light  breeze  from  the  north,  and  attacked  ours,  which  lay  at  an- 
chor in  Cumberland  bay,  two.aiiles  from  the  shore,  east  of  the 
fort.  The  action  was  long  and  bloody,  but  decisive ;  and  the 
event  such  as  we  believe  it  will  always  be  (except  by  accident) 
when  our  navy  contends  with  any  thing  like  an  equal  force.  The 
enemy  commenced  a  simultaneous  bombardment  of  our  works 
from  seven  batteries,  from  which  several  hundred  shells  and  rock- 
ets were  discharged,  which  did  us  very  little  injury,  and  our  artil- 
lery had  nearly  succeeded  in  silencing  all  before  the  contest  en  the 
lake  was  decided.  The  enemy  attempted  at  the  same  time  to 
throw  his  main  body  in  rear  of  the  fort,  by  crossing  the  river  3 
miles  west  of  the  town,  near  the  scite  of  Pike's  cantonment.  He 
succeeded  in  crossing,  after  a  brave  resistance  by  the  Essex  mili- 
tia and  a  few  of  the  Vermont  volunteers,  in  all  about  350j  sta- 
tioned at  that  place,  who  retired  back  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
river,  continually  pouring  in  upon  them  an  incessant  fire  from  be- 
hind every  tree,  until  Lieutenant  Sumpier  brought  up  a  piece  of 
artillery  to  their  support,  when  the  enemy  commenced  a  precipi- 
tate retreat.  The  Vermont  volunteers,  who  had  hastened  to  the 
scene  of  action  on  the  first  alarm,  fell  upon  the  enemy's  left  flank 
and  succeeded  in  making  many  prisoners,  including  three  officers. 
Had  the  British  remained  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  30  minutes 
longer,  they  must  have  lost  nearly  the  whole  detachment  that 
crossed.  Our  loss'in  this  affair  was  5  killed  and  8  or  10  wound- 
ed, some  mortally.     Immediately  on  ascertaining  the  loss  of  the 


THE  WAR,  40  7 

tieet,  Sir  George  ordered  preparations  to  be  made  for  the  retreat 
af  the  arm),  and  set  off  himself  with  a  small  escort,  for  Canada, 
a  little  after  noon.  The  maiu  body  of  the  enemy,  with  the  artil- 
lery and  baggage,  were  taken  off  in  the  afternoon  and  night,  and 
the  rear  guard,  consisting  of  the  light  brigade,  started  at  daybreak, 
and  made  a  precipitate  retreat,  leaving  their*  wounded  and  a  large 
quantity  of  provision,  fixed  ammunition,  shot,  shells  and  other 
public  stores  in  the  different  places  of  deposit  about  their  camp. 
They  were  pursued  some  distance  by  our  troops,  and  many  pri^ 
sioners  taken  ;  but  owing  to  the  very  heavy  and  incessant  rain, 
we  were  compelled  to  return.  The  enemy  have  lost,  upon  land, 
more  than  2000  men  in  killed,  wounded,  prisoners  and  desert- 
ers ;  while  our  aggregate  loss  does  not  exceed  150. 

Among  the  many  acts  of  valour  performed  by  the  Vermont 
volunteers,  we  notice  the  following  brave  exploit : 

The  inhabitants  of  Orwell,  to  the  amount  of  240,  had  march- 
ed, on  the  first  report  of  approaching  danger,  to  Plattsburghj, 
and  tendered  their  services  to  the  commanding  general.  Among 
this  number  was  a  small  but  brave  corps  of  cavalry  of  about  20 
men,  raised  principally  through  the  exertions  of  Captain  A.  Sco- 
vell  of  Orwell,  and  Captain  Ketchum  of  Sudbury,  in  which  many 
distinguished  citizens  were  enrolled.  The  corps  selected  for  their 
commander.  Captain  Scovell;  and  on  their  arrival  at  Plattsburgh, 
finding  the  enemy  had  decamped,  they  did  not  wait  for  general 
orders,  or  to  be  joined  by  other  forces,  but  pursued  the  enemy, 
surprised  his  rear  guard  at  Chazy,  captured  7  dragoons  with  their 
horses  and  equipments,  took  tae  contents  of  two  baggage  wag- 
gons, and  returned  with  the  loss  of  only  one  horse  killed. 

Capture  of  the  British  fleet The  following  letter  from  Com- 
modore Macdonough  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  contains  the 
particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  British  fleet  on  lake  Champlain  : 

U.  S.  Ship  Saratoga,  Plattsburgh  Bay,  Sept.  13,  1814. 

S1R....I  have  the  honour  to  give  you  the  particulars  of  the  ac- 
tion which  took  place  on  the  Uth  inst.  on  this  lake. 

For  several  days  the  enemy  were  on  their  way  to  Plattsburgh 
by  land  and  water;  and  it  being  well  understood  that  an  attack 
would  be  made  at  the  same  time  by  their  land  and  naval  forces,  I 
determined  to  await  at  anchor  the  approach  of  the  latter. 

At  8,  A.  M.  the  look-out  boat  announced  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.  At  y  he  anchored  in  a  line  ahead,  at  about  300  yards 
distance  from  my  line;  his  ship  opposed  to  the  Saratoga,  his  brijj 
to  the  Eagle,  Captain  Robert  Henly,  his  gallies  (13  in  number)  to 
the  schooner,  sloop,  and  a  division  of  our  gallie?.  Our  remain 
■ng  gallies  wth  the  Saratoga  apd  Eagle. 
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In  this  situatiou,  tlic  whole  force  on  both  sides  became  en- 
gaged ;  the  Saratoga  suffered  much  from  the  heavy  fire  of  the 
Confiance  ;  I  could  perceive,  at  the  same  time,  however,  that 
our  fire  was  vexy  destructive  to  her.  The  Ticonderoga,  Lieute- 
n-ant  Commandant  Casbin,  gallantly  sustained  her  full  share  of  the 
action.  At  half  past  10  o'clock,  the  Kagle,  not  being  able  to 
bring  her  guns  to  bear,  cut  her  cable  and  anchored  in  a  more  eli-" 
gible  position,  between  my  ."^hip  and  the  Ticonderoga,  where  she 
-^^ery  much  annoyed  the  enemy,  but  unfortunately  leaving  me  ex-r 
posed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  brig.  Our  guns,  on  the 
starboard  side,  being  nearly  all  dismounted,  or  not  manageable,  a 
stern  anchor  was  let  go,  the  bower  cable  cut,  and  the  ship  wind- 
ed with  a  fresh  broadside  on  the  enemy's  ship,  which  soon  aftei? 
surrendered.  Our  broadside  was  then  sprung  to  bear  on  the  brig; 
which  surrendered  in  about  15  minutes  after. 

The  sloop  that  was  opposed  to  the  Eagle,  had  struck  some  time 
before,  and  drifted  down  the  line ;  the  sloop  which  was  with  theiv 
gallies  having  struck  also.  Three  ot  their  gallies  are  said  to  be 
sunk,  and  the  others  pulled  off.  Oiir  gallies  were  about  obeying 
with  alacrity  the  signal  to  follow  them,  when  all  the  vessels  were 
Teported  to  me  to  be  in  a  sinking  state :  it  then  became  necessary 
to  annul  the  signal  to  the  gallies,  and  <»rder  their  men  to  the 
pumps. 

I  could  only  look  at  the  enemy's  gallies  going  off  in  a  shatter- 
ed condition,  for  there  was  not  a  mast  in  either  squadron  that 
could  stand  to  make  sail  on ;  the  lower  rigging,  being  nearly 
all  shot  away,  hung  down  as  though  it  had  been  just  placed  over 
the  maiit  heads. 

The  Saratoga  had  55  round  shot  in  her  hull;  the  Confiance 
105.  The  enemy's  shot  passed  principally  just  over  our  heads,  as 
ihere  were  not  20  whole  hammocks  in  the  nettings  at  the  clos^ 
of  the  action,  which  lasted,  without  intermission,  2  hours  and  20 
minutes- 

The  absence  and  sickness  of  Lieutenant  Raymond  Perry,  left 
me  without  the  services  of  that  excellent  officer;  much  ought^fair- 
ly  to  be  attributed  to  him  for  his  great  care  and  attention  in  dis- 
ciplining the  ship's  crew,  as  her  first  lieutenant.  His  place  was 
filled  by  a  gallant  young  officer.  Lieutenant  Peter  Gamble,  who, 
I  regret  to  inform  30U,  was  killed  early  in  the  action.  Acting 
Lieutenant  Valette  worked  the  1st  and  2d  divisions  of  guns  with 
able  effect.  Sailing-master  Brum's  attention  to  the  springs,  and 
in  the  execution  of  the  order  to  wind  the  ship,  and  occasionally 
at  the  guns,  meets  my  entire  approbation  ;  also  Captain  Young, 
commanding  the  acting  marines,  who  took  his  men  to  the  guns. 
Mr.  Bcale,  purser,  was  of  great  service  at  the  guns,  and  in  car- 
rying my  orders  throughout  the  ship,  with  Midshipman  Montgo- 
mery,    Master's  Mate  Joshua  Justin,  had   command  of  the  8c'. 
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division ;  his  conduct,  during  the  action,  was  that  of  a  brave  and 
correct  officer.  Midshipmen  Monteath,  Graham,  Wilhamson, 
Piatt,  Thwing,  and  acting  midshipman  Baldwin,  all  behaved  well, 
and  gave  evidence  of  their  making  valuable  officers. 

The  Saratoga  was  twice  set  on  fire  by  hot  shot  from  the  ene- 
my's ship. 

I  close,  sir,  this  communication  with  feelings  of  gratitude  for 
the  able  support  I  received  from  every  officer  and  nrjan  attached 
to  the  squadron  which  I  have  the  honour  to  command. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  view  of  the  force  and  loss  of 
the  British  and  American  fleets  : 


BRITISH. 

Guns, 

Men. 

Killed.^ 

^  Wounded. 

Large  ship. 

39 

300 

50 

60 

Brig  Linnet, 

16 

120 

20 

30 

Sloop,  formerly  Growler, 

11 

40 

6 

10 

Sloop,         do.    Eagle, 

11 

40 

8 

10 

13  Gun-boats, 

18 

550 

2 

probably  sunk. 

Total, 

95 

1050 

84 

110 

AMERICAN. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Saratoga,  ship, 

26 

210 

28 

29 

Eagle,  brig. 

20 

120 

13 

20 

Ticonderoga,  schooner. 

17 

110 

6 

6 

Preble,  sloop. 

7 

30 

2 

0 

10  Gun- boats. 

16 

350 

3 

3 

Total,       86  820         52  58 

The  British  officers  killed,  were  Commodore  Downey,  and  3 
Ueutenants.  The  American  officers  killed,  were  Lieutenants  Gam- 
ble and  Stansbury;  the  latter  of  whom  was  knocked  overboard 
and  not  found.  Commodore  Macdonough  escaped  without  in- 
jury. 

The  British  officers  taken  were  Captain  Pring  and  6or  8  lieu- 
tenants. The  wounded  were  paroled  and  sent  by  a  flag  to  the 
isie-aux-Noix. 

•  This  is  a  statement  of  what  were  found  on  board  the  British  vessels.  Many  were  thrown  orer- 
boaril  Uiiriinr  tti>'  action ;  and  it  was  supposed  thi-  whole  nurabtr  of  liiUi^  and  wounded  arnounte<f 
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The  British  large  ship  proved  to  be  a  fine  vessel  of  her  cias*, 
having  two  gun-decks  in  her  bow  and  stern,  and  mounting,  among 
her  guns,  28  long  24  pounders,  a  battery  which  few  frigates  of 
the  British  navy  can  boast. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  the  interment  of  the  American  and 
British  officers,  who  fell  in  the  memorable  battle  of  the  11th, 
took  plact  at  Plattsburgh,  in  a  manner  ^o  do  honour  to  the  brave- 
ry with  which  they  defended  their  respeetive  flags.  The  coffins 
of  the  American  officers,  covered  with  the  flags  of  their  vessels, 
were  taken  on  board  a  boat  from  the  commodore's  ship,  and  fol- 
lowed by  him  and  his  offi.cers,  in  another  boat,  to  the  British  ship, 
where  they  took  on  board  the  deceased  British  officers,  covered 
with  the  flags  of  their  own  vessels,  and  proceeded  to  the  shore, 
followed  by  their  surviving  officers.  During  the  procession,  mi- 
nute guns  were  fired  from  the  commodore's  ship. 

At  the  land  they  were  received  by  an  escort  of  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery, and  joined  by  a  large  number  of  the  officers  of  the  army  ; 
and  while  they  proceeded  to  the  public  burying  ground,  minute 
guns  were  also  fired  from  the  fort.  At  the  grave,  a  discharge  of 
musquetry  and  artillery  closed  the  scene. 

Commodore  Macdonough  is  the  son  of  Doctor  Macdonough,  of 
Newcastle  county,  state  of  Delaware.  He  was  a  midshipman  un- 
der Decatur  at  Tripoli,  and  one  of  the  gallant  band  that  destroyed 
the  Philadelphia  frigate.  At  the  time  of  the  engagement  on  lake 
Champlain,  he  was  about  28  years  of  age.  In  this  action  he  had 
frequently  to  work  his  own  guns,  when  his  men  at  them  were 
shot;  and  three  times  he  was  driven  across  the  deck  by  splinters. 
At  one  time  all  the  guns,  excepting  two,  on  one  side  of  his  ship, 
were  dismounted,  when  he  wore  ship  ;  the  enemy  endeavoring 
to  do  the  same,  failed,  and  gave  Macdonough  an  opportunity  to 
rake  him. 

The  following  amount  of  property  was  said  to  have  been  taken 
from  on  board  the  enemy's  fleet,  at  the  time  of,  and  subsequent 
to  its  capture  :....!  7,G00  wt.  of  powder,  exclusive  of  fixed  am- 
munition for  the  ships ;  between  80  and  S0,000  wt.  of  balls,  &c. ; 
600  muskets ;  600  suits  of  sailor's  clothing*;  and  the  winter  cloth- 
ing for  the  whole  of  the  land  army. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  six  tons  of  8  inch  shells  were 
taken  out  of  the  lake  at  Chazy  by  the  Americans,  which  had  been 
secreted  by  the  enemy  in  his  incursion.  A  transport  sloop  was 
also  raised  at  Isle  la  Mott,  which  had  been  sunk  by  the  enemy ^ 
loaded  with  naval  stores  and  various  instruments  of  war. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Depredations  of  the  enemy  in  Connecticut ^  Massachusetts  and  the 
District  of  Maine....  Burning  f  vessels  at  Pettipaug,  Ware- 
ham  and  Scituate,...Attack  upon  Stonington....Capture  of  East- 
port....Capture  of  Castine,^c.  and  loss  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Ad- 
ams....Chesapeake  bay. ...Battle  at  Bladensburgh,and  capture  of 
Washington  City. ...Surrender  of  Alexandria....Repulse  of  the 
enemy  at  Baltimore. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1814,  a  force  consisting  of  two  launches, 
carrying  9  or  12  pound  carronades,  and  about  50  or  60  men  each, 
and  4  barges  with  about  25  men  each,  from  the  enemy's  blocka- 
ding squadron,  entered  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  and  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  arrived  at  Pettipaug  point,  about  6 
miles  above  Saybrook,  (Con.)  where  they  immediately  commen- 
ced the  burning  of  a  number  of  merchant  vessels.  The  inhabi- 
tants had  no  knowledge  that  the  enemy  were  near  before  some 
of  the  vessels  were  on  fire ;  and  before  a  force  could  be  collected 
to  prevent  the  destruction  of  property,  the  enemy  had  succeeded 
in  destroying  4  ships,  4  brigs,  4  schooners,  and  9  sloops,  valued 
at  150,000  dollars.  Having  accomplished  this,  and  committed 
other  acts  of  outrage,  they  left  the  place  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  and 
proceeded  down  the  river.  • 

On  the  1 3th  of  June,  the  enemy,  in  6  barges,  to  the  number  of 
220,  landed  vvith  a  flag  at  Wareham,  in  Plymouth  county,  Mass. 
about  60  miles  from  Boston ;  but  without  respecting  the  flag, 
they  proceeded  to  destroy  the  vessels  in  the  harbour,  as  also  a 
cotton  factory.  They  succeeded  in  burning  5  merchant  vessels  ^ 
but  the  fire  which  had  been  communicated  to  the  factory  was  ex- 
tinguished, jift?r  the  departure  of  the  enemy,  by  the   inhabitants. 
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About  this  time  the  enemy  entered  the  harbour   of  Scituate,    2h 
miles  S.  E.  of  Boston,  and  burnt  9  small  vessels. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  of  August,  a  British  ship  of  74 
gun,<,  a  frigate,  a  sloop  of  war,  and  an  armed  brig,  arrived  off 
Stonuington  harbour, (Con.)  and  soon  commenced  bombarding  the 
town. 

The  means  of  defence  at  Stonnington  were  small ;  but  sucli 
as  could  be  had  were  employed  to  the  best  advantage.  A  battery 
which  consisted  of  two  18  pounders  and  a  4  pounder,  with  a 
slight  breast  work  four  feet  high,  was  manned  by  volunteers,  and 
returned  the  fire  of  the  enemy  occasionally,  which  lasted  until 
midnight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  approach  of  the  enemy  was 
announced  by  a  discharge  of  congreve  rockets  from  several  bar- 
ges and  a  launch,  which  had  taken  their  station  at  the  east  side 
of  the  town,  and  out  of  reach  of  the  battery.  Several  volunteers 
witii  small  arms  and  the  4  pounder,  hastened  across  the  point, 
supposing  the  enemy  were  attempting  a  landing.  Co!.  Randall, 
who  at  the  time  was  moving  towards  the  battery  with  a  detach- 
ment of  militia,  ordered  them  to  assist  the  volunteers  in  drawing 
over  one  of  the  18  pounders  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  point; 
the  fire  of  which,  in  a  few  minutes,  compelled  the  barges  to  seek 
safety  in  flight.  During  this  time,  the  brig  was  working  up  to- 
wards the  point,  and  soon  came  to  anchor,  short  of  half  a  mile 
from  the  battery  ;  but  our  ammunition  being  soon  exhausted,  the 
guns  were  spiked,  and  the  men  who  fought  them  being  only  15 
or  20,  retired,  leaving  them  behind,  for  want  of  strength  to  drag 
them  off. 

The  brig  now  continued  to  pour  her  32  pound  shot  and  grape 
into  the  village  for  an  hour;  when  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition 
having  been  obtained,  the   18  pounder   was  withdrawn    from  the 

breast-work,  the  vent  drilled,  and  the  piece    taken  back  again 

A  well  directed  fire  being  now  kept  up,  the  brig  was  compelled 
to  slip  her  cable  and  haul  off,  with  her  pumps  going,  having  re- 
ceived several  shots  below  her  water  line,  and  considerable  dam- 
age in  her  spars. 

The  enemy  after  this,  continued  the  bombardment  from  their 
other  vessels,  occasionally,  until  the  13th;  when  they  relinquish- 
ed the  hope  of  burning  the  town,  weighed  anchor,  and  stood  off. 
During  this  time,  5  or  6  of  the  militia  were  slightly  wounded, 
and  a  few  buildings  injured.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  suppos- 
ed to  have  been  8  or  10  killed. 

Capture  of  Eastport On  the  evening  of  the   11th   of  Jul^', 

the  enemy  succeeded  in  capturing  Eastport,  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  by  surprise.  His  force  consisted  of  8  sail,  having  on  board 
2.000  land  troops.     The  fort  at  Eastport  cootained  six  24  pounderp 


THE   WAR.  4^5 

and  about  40  men,  under  the  command  of  Major  Pulman,  of  the 
48th  regiment,  and  was  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun,  which 
might  be  justified  from  the  overwhelming  force  sent  against  it, 
particularly  as  it  was  situate  on  an  island,  and  surrounded  by  Vhe 
onemy.  The  vessels  in  the  harbour  were  immediately  confis- 
cated ;  and  the  inhabitants  allowed  4  days  either  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  king  of  England,  or  remove  from  the  island. 
The  British  soon  after  commenced  fortifying  the  place. 

Eastport  is  on  an  island  (called  Moose  Island)  five  miles  long 
and  one  mile  broad,  containing  about  iOOO  inhabitants,  is  situated 
on  the  western  side  of  the  Passamaquoddy  bay,  and  is  the  most  re- 
mote town  on  the  eastern  territory  of  the  United  States,  opposite 
the  province  of  Newbrunsvvick.  The  principal  ship  channel  is  be- 
tween Moose  Island  and  the  Indian  Island,  (the  latter  is  in  the  Bri- 
tish territory)  about  half  a  mile  wide.  The  water,  on  the  west- 
ern side  is  not  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  large  vessels  at  low 
tide. 

Toward  the  latter  part  of  August,  the  enemy,  in  several  bar- 
ges, attacked  Newharbour,  (Mame,)  but  were  beaten  off  with 
considerable  loss. 

Capture  of  Ca&tine,  ^c On   the  1st  of  September,  between 

20  and  30  sail  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  having  on  board  between 
2  and  3000  troops  entered  the  Penobscot  liver.  The  small  garri- 
son in  the  fort  at  Castine  discharged  their  guns,  blew  up  the  fort 
and  retired.  The  enemy  then  took  possession  without  opposition. 
They  next  sent  600  men  to  Belfast,  which  place  submitted.  The 
following  day  they  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Hampden,  where 
the  U.  S.  frigate  Adams  lay,  distant  35  miles.  Captain  Morris  pre- 
pared himself  to  receive  them  as  well  as  he  could,  by  landing  his 
guns  and  erecting  batteries.  A  considerable  militia  force  had  b\' 
this  time  assembled ;  but  they  disgracefully  fled  on  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  He,  therefore,  after  a  few  fires,  spiked  his  guns, 
burnt  his  stores  and  prize  goods,  and  blew  up  the  ship.  He  for- 
tunately succeeded  in  effecting  the  escape  of  himself  and  crew, 
without  loss. 

The  British  afterwards  took  possession  of  a  number  of  other 
towns  in  the  District  of  Maine,  without  much  opposition  ;  and 
remained  in  quiet  possession  of  all  until  after  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Chesapeake  bay During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1814,  the 

enemy,  who  had  constantly  kept  a  blockading  squadron  in  the 
Chesapeake  bay,  committed  many  depredations  on  the  shores  of 
the  bay  and  the  numerous  rivers  and  creeks  which  empty  into  it ; 
often  plundering  inoffensive  inhabitants  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
destroying  private  property,  and  committing  other  acts  of  aggre*- 
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sion,  of  a  wanton  and  barbarous  nature.  These  proceedings  were 
sanrtioned  by  the  British  commander,  Cockburn,  and  he  was  often 
found  at  the  head  of  parties  entering  the  country  for  plunder  and 
rapine. 

Attempts  were  repeatedly  made  by  British  vessels  to  capture  a 
flotilla  of  gun-bcats,  &c.  under  Commodore  Barney ;  and  altho* 
engagements  fequently  took  place,  yet  the  efforts  of  the  enemy 
proved  unsuccessful.... the  flotilla  at  times  running  up  small  creeks, 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  at  other  times  com- 
pelling him  to  abandon  his  object,  by  its  superior  gunnery. 

Battle  at  Bladensb.urg  and  capture  of  Washington On  the 

16th  and  17th  of  August,  the  British  fleet  in  the  Chesapeake  was 
reinforced  by  a  formidable  squadron  of  ships  and  vessels  of  vari- 
ous sizes.     A  large  portion   of  these  entered  the  Patuxent  river, 
and  landed  their  troops  and  marines   chiefly  about   Benedict  (the 
head   of    navigation   for   frigates)  about  40  miles  southeast   of 
Washington  cit3\     Others  entered  the  Potomac,  on   the  banks  of 
which  Georgetown,  Alexandria,    Washington,   &c.   stand.      Its 
mouth  is  from  15  to  20  miles  distant  from  that  of  the  Patuxent. 
Brigadier  General  Winder,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  com- 
aiand  of  the    10th  military  district,  and  of  the   respective  quotas 
of  militia  which  had  been  ordered  to  be    held  in   readiness  in  the 
states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland^,  immediately  made  requisi- 
tions on  the  governors  of  these   states,  on  various  officer*  of  the 
militia ;  and  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  were  ordered 
out  en  masse.     On  the  19th,  Colonel  Monroe,  with  Colonel  Thorn- 
ton's troop  of  horse,  proceeded  to   find  and   reconnoitre  the    ene- 
my ;  on  the  same  day  the  militia  of  Georgetown  and  the  city  of 
Washington  were  mustered.     On   the  20th,  about    1  o'clock,  P. 
M,  this  and  some  other  forces  commenced  their  line  of  march  to- 
wards Benedict,  and  encamped  that  night  about  4  miles  from  the 
eastern   branch   bridge  of  the   Potomac,  on   the   road  to  Upper 
Marlborough.     On   this  day.  Colonel  Monroe  communicated  the 
intelligence   of  the   arrival  of  the  enemy  at  Benedict  in  force....„ 
Same  day.  Captain  Tilghman   and   Captain   Caldwell,  with  their 
commands  of  horse,  were  ordered  and  despatched  to  annoy  the 
enemy,  to   impede  his  march,  to  remove  and  destroy  forage  and 
provisions  before  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  the  troops  uoder  General  Win- 
der were  mustered.  At  12  o'clock,  a  body  of  marines  under 
Captain  Miller  joined  the  army  ;  the  regulars  of  the  36th  and 
38th  regiments  also  joined  at  the  Wood  Yard,  7  miles  in  advance 
(and  12  miles  from  Washington)  to  which  the  main  body  of  our 
troops  were  marched  and  encamped  at  night.  Two  letters  from 
Colonel  Monroe,  on  the  21st,  one  stating  that  he  had  viewed  the 
enemy  near  Benedict,  enumerating  27  square-rigged  vessels,  some 
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iay  craft  and  barges  ;  and  the  other  dated  from  Nottingham  (on 
the  Patuxent,  20  miles  south-east  from  Washington)  stating  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  upon  that  place  by  land  and  water,  and 
recommending  the  commanding  general  to  dispatch  5  or  600 
men  to  fall  upon  the  enemy.  Colonel  Monroe  and  Colonel  Beall 
both  joined  the  army  at  night,  and  gave  an  account,  that  the  ene- 
my had  been  viewed  by  them.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d 
a  light  detachment,  composed  of  regulars,  cavalry  and  militia,  un- 
der Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  and  Major  Peter,  was  ordered  to  meet 
the  enemy.  This  detachment  marched  on  the  road  to  Notting- 
ham about  9  o'clock ;  the  remainder  of  the  army  marched  about 
a  mile  in  advance  to  an  elevated  position  :  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, with  his  staff,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Monroe,  proceeded  in 
advance  to  reconnoitre  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Commodore 
Barney  had  joined  the  army  with  his  flotilla  men,  besides  the  ma- 
rines under  Captain  Miller ;  the  horse  preceded  the  advance  of  a 
detachment  of  our  forces,  met  the  enemy  and  retired  before  them. 
This  induced  the  advance  corps  to  take  a  position  to  impede  the 
march  of  the  enemy;  but  the  advance  detachment  was  ordered 
to  retrograde  and  join  the  main  body  of  the  army  that  had  re- 
mained some  hours  in  line  of  battle,  expecting  the  enemy  to  come 
that  rout  to  the  city ;  but  who  took  the  road  to  Upper  Marlbo- 
rough,  turning  to  his  right,  after  having  come  within  a  few  miles 
of  our  forces ;  upon  which  the  commanding  general  fell  back 
with  his  whole  forces  to  the  Battalion  Old  Fields,  about  8  miles 
from  Marlborough,  and  the  same  distance  from  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. At  this  time,  heavy  explosions  in  the  direction  of  Marl- 
borough  announced  the  destruction  of  the  flotilla  under  command 
of  Commodore  Barney.  The  enemy  arrived  at  Upper  Marlbo- 
rough about  2  o'clock,  and  remained  there  until  late  next  day,  to 
be  joined,  it  is  presumed,  by  a  detachment  which  had  been  sent 
against  the  flotilla. 

The  commanding  general  proceeded  to  Marlborough  and  found 
the  enemy  encamped ;  and,  after  making  observations  till 
the  close  of  the  day,  he  returned  to  the  army.  Late  in 
the  evening  of  this  day,  the  president,  with  the  secretaries  of 
war  and  navy,  and  attorney-general,  joined  General  Winder  at 
the  Battalion  Old  Fields,  and  remained  with  him  till  the  evening 
of  the  23d.  In  the  morning  the  troops  were  drawn  up  and  re= 
viewed  by  the  president.  The  most  contradictory  reports  pre- 
vailed as  to  the  movements  and  force  of  the  enemy,  and  it  was 
doubtful  in  camp  Nvhether  Annapolis,  fort  Washington,  (with  4 
view  to  CO  operate  with  his  naval  forces)  or  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton was  his  object.  As  to  numbers,  rumours  vibrated  from  4  tft 
12,000;  the  best  opinion  was  from  5  to  7000.  Our  forces  at  this 
time,  at  the  Old  Fields,  were  upwards  of  3000  men,  in  the  foU 
lowing  corps :  400  horse  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  CoK 


41()  SKETCHES  OF 

Lavol,  Colonel  Tilghman,  Captains  Caldwell,  Thornton,  Hubert, 
Williams,  &c. ;  400  regular  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Colonel  Scott,  viz.  the  36th,  38th,  and  Captain  Morgan's  compa- 
ny of  the  12th  infantry;  600  marines  and  flotilla  men,  under 
Commodore  Barney  and  Captain  Miller,  with  five  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery  (two  18  pounders  and  three  12  pounders;)  1800  militia 
and  volunteers,  consisting  of  General  Smith's  brigade  of  George- 
town and  city  militia,  and  Maryland  militia  under  Colonel  Kra- 
mer, of  which  there  were  two  companies  of  artillery  under  Cap- 
tain Burch  and  Major  Peter,  with  six  6  pounders  each,  making 
an  aggregate  of  3,200,  with  17  pieces  of  artillery.  The  enemy 
was  without  cavalry,  and  had  two  small  field  pieces  and  one  ho- 
witzer, drawn  by  men ;  and  the  whole  country  well  calculated 
for  defence,  skirmishing,  and  to  impede  the  march  of  an  enemy. 

The  enemy  remained  at  Upper  Marlborough  till  after  12  o'clock, 
about  which  time  General  Winder  again  ordered  the  detachment 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  and  Major  Peter  to  advance  and 
meet  the  enemy,  if  he  should  be  found  advancing,  or  to  attack  his 
positions.  About  this  time,  [12  o'clock,]  some  prisoners  were  ta- 
ken, and  from  information  given  by  them  and  the  observations  of 
the  videts.  General  Winder  was  induced  to  believe  that  the  ene- 
my intended  to  remain  stationary  for  the  day,  which  induced  him 
to  think  of  uniting  with  the  forces  at  Bladensburg,  and  despatched 
others  to  General  Stansbury,  and  other  corps  at  Bladensburg,  to 
move  direct  for  Upper  Marlborough,  and  proceeded  himself  to- 
wards Bladensburg,  to  meet  and  hurry  on  the  forces  to  form  a 
iunction.  When  General  W^inder  left  the  command  with  Gene- 
ral Smith,  and  proceeded  towards  Bladensburg,  with  several  troops 
of  cavalry,  he  left  orders  that  the  advanced  corps  should  march 
upon  the  enemy,  and.  annoy  him  by  every  possible  means  if  in 
march,  or  if  not,  then  in  his  positions ;  and  if  he  advanced  upon 
Bladensburg,  General  Smith,  with  the  main  body,  shcuid  fall  up- 
on his  flank,  or  be  governed  by  circumstances  in  other  movements. 

Captain  Cadwell  joined  the  advanced  corps  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 
An  express  brought  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  left  Upper 
Marlborough  ;  that  our  advance  had  met  the  enemy  about  six 
miles  in  advance  of  our  forces,  and  after  a  skirmish,  in  which 
Captain  StuU's  company  had  about  4  or  5  rounds,  was  compelled 
to  retreat,  and  that  the  enemy  was  advancing.  One  of  the  aids 
of  General  Smith  was  despatched  for  General  W^inder  :  the  whole 
army  was  placed  in  a  favorable  attitude  of  defence,  in  which  po- 
sition it  continued  until  about  sunset,  when  General  Winder,  who 
had  arrived  some  time  previous,  ordered  the  army  to  march  to 
the  city  of  Washington.  The  enemy  were  about  three  miles  dis- 
tant, and  remained  there  that  night.  Having  remained  till  the 
going  down  of  the  sun,  the  retreat  to  the  city  was  induced  by  se- 
veral considerations,  stated  by  the  commanding  general.     Ist,  Tr- 
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HfFeot  an  union  of  of  his-vvhole  forces.  2d,  The  fear  of  a  night  at- 
tack, from  the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  and  want  of  discipline  in 
his  troops.  And  3d,  In  a  night  attack  his  superiority  in  artillery 
could  not  be  used.  The  march  of  our  army  to  the  city  was  ex- 
tremely rapid  and  precipitate,  and  orders  occasionally  given  to 
the  captains  of  companies  to  hurry  on  the  men,  who  were  extreme- 
ly fatigued  and  exhausted  before  the  camping  ground  was  reach- 
ed, near  the  Eastern  branch  bridge,  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

General  Stansbury  had  arrived  at  Bladensburg  on  the  22d,  and 
the  6th  Baltimore  regiment,  including  the  artillery  and  rifle  corps, 
on  the  evening  of  the  23d;  and  at  12  o'clock  at  night.  Colonel 
Monroe,  in  passing  through  Bladensburg  to  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, advised  General  Stansbury  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy 
forthwith,  as  it  was  understood  that  he  was  in  motion  for  the  city» 
Genera!  Stansbury  having  been  ordered  to  take  post  at  Bladens- 
burg, did  not  think  he  was  at  liberty  to  leave  it ;  but,  independent 
of  this  consideration,  the  fatigue  of  the  troops  under  Colonel  Sterret 
made  it  impracticable. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  General  Winder  established  his 
head  quarters  near  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge  ;  detachments  of 
horse  were  out  in  various  directions  as  videttes  and  reconnoiter- 
ing  parties,  and  arrangements  made  to  destroy  the  Eastern  Branch 
bridge.  In  the  mean  time  various  reports  were  brought  into  head 
quarters,  as  to  the  movements  and  intentions  of  the  enemy;  and 
the  president  and  heads  of  departments  had  collected  at  head- 
quarters. Colonel  Monroe  had  left  there  upon  a  rumour  that 
gained  ground,  that  the  enemy  was  marching  upon  the  city  by 
the  way  of  Bladensburg,  with  a  view  of  joining  General  Stansbu- 
ry, advising  him  of  the  rumour,  and  to  aid  him  in  the  formation 
of  a  line  of  battle  to  meet  the  enemy. 

General  Stansbury,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  had  marched 
frorri  his  position  in  advance  of  Bladensburg,  and  occupied  the 
ground  west  of  that  village,  on  the  banks  of  the  eastern  branch 
of  the  Potomac.  Here  the  front  line  of  battle  was  formed  by 
General  Stansbury  and  his  officers,  with  the  aid  of  Colonel  Mon- 
roe, which  consisted  of  Stansbury's  brigade,  and  the  command  of 
Colonel  Sterret,  including  the  command  of  Major  Pinkney  and 
Baltimore  artillery. 

There  is  a  bridge  over  the  Eastern  branch  at  Bladensburgh, 
and  a  large  turnpike  road  leading  direct  to  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. About  400  yards  from  this  bridge,  some  small  distance  to 
the  left  of  the  road,  the  Baltimore  artillery,  six  pieces  of  six  poun- 
ders^  occupied  a  temporary  breast-work  of  earth,  well  calculated 
to  command  the  pass  over  the  bridge.  Part  of  the  battalion  of  ri- 
flemeo,  under  Major  William  Pinkney,  and  one  other  comoan^-, 
3  G  '     ' 
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took  position  on  the  right  of  the  artillery,  pavtiy  protected   by  » 
fence  and  brush ;  and  on  the  left  of  the  battery,  leading  to  the  rear 
of  a  barn,  two  companies,  from  the  regiment  under  Col.  Shutz,  and 
the  other  part  of  the  riflemen   from   Baltimore.     Col.  Regan  was 
posted  in  the  rear  of  Major  Pinkney,  his  rigiit  resting  ofi  the  road  ; 
Col.    Shutz  continuing  the  line  on  the  left,  with  a  small  vacancy 
in  the  centre  of  the  two  regiments;  and  Col.   Sterret  formed  the 
extreme  left  flank  of  the  infantry.     At  this  moment.  Cols.  Beall 
and  Hood  entered    Bladensburg,  with  the    Maryland  militia  from 
Anrapolis,  crossed  the  bridge  and  took  a  position  on  a  most  com- 
manding height,  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  about  three  hundred 
ynrds  from  the  road,  to  secure  the  right  flank.     In  the  mean  time, 
(about  11  o'clock)  certain  intelligence  was  received  at  head  quar- 
ters, that  the  enemy  was  in  full  march  towards  Bladensburg,  which 
^ndiiced  General  Winder  to  put  in  motion  his  whole  force,  except 
a   few  men   and  a  piece  of   artillery    left   at  the  Eastern  branch 
bridiie  to  destroy  it.     The.day  was  hot,  and  the   road  dusty....the 
march  was  rapid  to  Bladensburg.     The  cavalry  and  mounted  men 
arrived,  and  were  placed  on  the  left  flank,  and  some  small  distance 
in  its   /tar.     General  Winder   now  arrived,  and  told  Gen.  Stans- 
bury  and  Colonel  Monroe,  that  his  whole  force  was  marching  for 
Bladensburg,  and  approved  the  digpositions  which  had  been  made 
of  the  troops ;  at  which  moment,  it  had  become  impracticable  m 
the  opinion  of  the  officers,  to  make  any  essential  change ;  for  the 
two  armies  were  now  coming  to  the  battle  ground  in  opposite  di- 
rections ;  and  the  enemy  appeared    on    the    opposite    heights   ol 
Bladensburg,  about  a  mile  distant,   and  halted  15  or  20  minutes. 
This  was   about    12  o'clock.     The  troops  from  the  city  were  dis- 
posed of  as  they  arrived.     Captain  Burch,  with  three  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, was  stationed  on  the  extreme   left  of  the  infantry  of  the 
first  line;  and  a   rifle  company,  armed  with   muskets,    near  the 
battery  to  support  it.     About  this  time  the  secratary    of  war  ar- 
rived, and  in  a   few  minutes  after  the   president  and  the  attorney 
general,   and   proceeded  to  examine  the   disposition  of  the  troops. 
In  the   mean  time,  as  the  enemy  advanced  into  Bladensburg,  the 
officers  were  forming  rapidly  the  second  line.     The   command  of 
Commodore    Barney  came   up   in  a  trot ;  and  formed  his  men  on 
the  right  of  the   main   road,  in  a  line  with  the  command  under 
Cols.  Beall  and  Hood,  with  a  considerable  vacancy,  owing  to  the 
ground.     Tht  heavy  artillery   Commodore  Barney  planted  in  the 
road  •  the  three  12  pounders  to  the   right  under  Captain  Miller, 
who  commanded  the  flotilla  men  and  marines,   as  infantry  to  sup- 
port the  aitilkry.     Lieut.  Col.  Kramer,    with   a  battalion  of  Ma- 
ryland militia,  was  postt- d  in  a   wood,  in  advance  of  the  marines 
an'U:ols.  Beall  and  Hood's  command.     The   regiment  under  the 
-ommand  of  Col.  Magruder,  was  stationed  on  the  left  of  Commc 
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iore  Barney,  in  a  line  with  him  and  Col.  Beall.  The  regiment 
under  command  of  Col.  Brent,  and  Major  Waring's  battalion,  and 
some  other  small  detachments,  formed  the  left  flank  of  this  se- 
cond line,  and  in  the  rear  of  Major  Peter's  battery  ;  and  Lieut. 
Col.  Scott,  with  the  regulars,  was  placed  in  advance  of  Col.  Ma- 
gruder,  and  to  the  left,  forming  a  line  towards  Major  Peter's  bat- 
tery, but  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  mask  it ;  other  small  detach- 
ments in  various  directions. 

About  half  past  12  o'clock,  while  the  second  line  was  forming, 
the  enemy  approached,  and  the  bat'le  commenced  :  the  Baltimore 
artillery  opened  a  fire  and  dispersed  the  enemy's  light  troops  now 
advancing  along  the  street  of  the  village,  who  took  a  temporary 
cover  behind  the  houses  and  trees,  in  loose  order,  and  presented 
objects  only  occasionally  for  the  lire  of  the  cannon.  The  enemy 
commenced  throwing  his  rockets,  and  his  light  troops  began  to 
concentrate  near  the  bridge,  and  to  press  across  it  and  the  river 
which  was  fordable  above.  The  battalion  of  riflemen  under  Maj. 
Pinkney,  now  united  gallantly  with  the  fire  from  the  battery. 
For  some  minutes  the  fire  was  continued  with  considerable  ef- 
fect ;  the  enemy's  column  was  not  only  dispersed  while  in  the 
street,  but  while  approaching  the  bridge  they  were  thrown  into 
some  confusion,  and  the  British  officeis  were  seen  exerting  them- 
selves to  pess  the  soldiers  on.  Having  now  gained  the  bridge, 
it  was  passed  rapidly,  and  as  the  enemy  crossed,  flanked,  formed 
the  line  and  advanced  steadily  on,  which  compelled  the  artillery, 
and  battalion  of  riflemen  to  give  way,  after  which  Major  Pinkney 
was  severely  wounded.  He  exerted  himself  to  rally  his  men,  and 
succeeded  at  a  small  distance  in  the  rear  of  his  first  position,  and 
united  with  the  5th  Baltimore  regiment. 

It  appears  from  reports  of  several  officers,  Stansbury,  Pinkney, 
Law,  Sterret,  &c.  that  the  command  of  General  Stansbury  was 
3  or  400  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  battery,  and  Major  Pinkney's 
riflemen  and  some  other  small  corps  to  the  left  of  the  battery ;  of 
course  this  small  party  had  to  fight  with  the  whole  force  of  the 
enemy  until  they  retired,  and  the  enemy  occupied  the  ground 
they  left  without  any  considerable  resistance,  as  the  enemy  march- 
ed on  without  halting  after  the  bridge  was  passed.  Capt.  Burch 
and  Col.  Sterret  were  about  the  same  distance,  when  Col.  Ster- 
ret was  ordered  to  advance  to  support  the  first  line.  One  of  the 
pieces  of  artillery  was  abandoned,  but  spiked  previously.  The  en- 
emy soon  took  advantage  of  the  trees  of  an  orchard  vi-hich  was 
occupied  or  held  by  the  force  which  had  just  retreated,  and  kt-pt 
up  a  galling  fire  on  part  of  our  line.  Captain  Burch's  artillery 
and  a  small  detachment  near  it  now  opened  a  cross  fire  upon  the 
enemy.  Col.  Sterret,  with  the  5th  Baltimore  regiment,  was  or- 
dered to  advance,  and  made  a  prompt  movement  until  ordered  tc 
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ftalt,  as  at  this  movement  the  roekets  assuming  a  more  honzontaX 
direction  and  passing  near  the  heads  of  Cols.  Schultz  and  Ragan's 
regiments,  the  eight  gave  way,   which  was  followed   in    a    few 
minutes  by  a  general  flighr  of  the  two  regiments,  in  defiance  of 
all  the  exertions  of  Generals  Winder,  Stansburv  and  other  officers. 
Burch's  artillery  and    the  5th  regiment  remained  with  firmness  : 
the  orchard  obstructed  their  fire  ;  but    notwithstanding,    the  ene- 
my's light  troops  were,  for  a  moment,  driven  back  by  them,   the 
enemy  having  gained  the  right  flank  of  the  5th,  which  exposed  it, 
Burch's  artillery  and  Col.  Sterret,  who  commanded  the  5th,  were 
ordered  by  Gen.  Winder  to  retreat,  with  a  view  of  forming  at  a 
small  distance  in  the  rear  ;  but,  instead  of   retiring  in  order,  the 
5th,  like  the  other  two  regiments  under  Gen.  Stansbury,  in  a  ve- 
ry few  minutes  were  retreating  in  disorder  and   confusion,  not- 
withstanding the  exertions  of  Colonel  Sterret  to  prevent  it.  From 
reports  o£  various  officers,  exertions  were  made  to  rally  the  men 
and  to  bring  them  again  to  the  battle,  which  partly  succeeded  in 
the  first  instance,  but  ultimately,  and  in  a  short  time,  all  attemps 
were  vain,  and  the  forces  routed  ;  and  the  first  line,  together  with 
the  horse,  were  totally  routed,  and  retreated  in  a  road  which  fork- 
ed in  three  directions  ;  one  branch  led  by  Rock  Creek  Church,  to 
Tanleytown  and  Montgomery  court  house,  another  led  to  George- 
town, and  a  third  to  the  city  of  Washington.     It  does  not  appear 
that    any  movement  was   made  or   attempted   by  the    cavalry  or 
horsemen,  although  the  enemy  to  the  left  were  in  open  and  scat- 
tered order,  as  they  pursued  or  pressed  upon  our  lines,  aiid  a  most 
fortunate   moment  presented  itself  for   a  charge  of  cavalry   and 
horsemen. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe,  that  General   Winder  states 
his  exertions  to  direct   the  retreating  line   to  the    capitol,    with  c: 
view  of  rallying.     This  intention  is  corroborated  by  Colonel  Ster- 
ret ;  but  it  appears  that  this  determination  was  not  generally  un- 
derstood by  the  officers  or  men.     Colonel  Kramer,  posted    on  the 
right  of  the  road  and  in  advance  of  Commodore  Barney,  was  next 
drawn  from  his  position  after  having  maintained  his  ground  with 
considerable  injury    to    the    enemy,  and  retreated  upon  the  com- 
mand of  Colonels  Beall  and  Hood,  on  a  commanding  eminence  to 
the  right.     After  the  retreat  of  the  militia  under  Colonel  Kramer 
from  his  first  position,  'he  enemy's  column  in  the  road  was  expo- 
sed to  an  animated  discnarge  from   Major  Peter's  artillery,  which 
continued  until  they    came  in  contact  with  Commodore  Barney  : 
here    the    enemy    met    the    greatest  resistance  and  sustained  the 
greatest  loss,  advancing  upon  our  retreating  line.      When  the  en- 
emy came  in  full  view,  and  in  a  heavy  column  in  the  main  road. 
Commodore  Barn€y    ordered    an   18    pounder  to  be  opened  upon 
them,  which  completely  cleared  the  road,  scattered  and  repulser. 


IHE  WAR.  421 

uic  eoeiuy  for  a  momeut.  In  several  attempts  to  rally  and  ad- 
vance,  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  which  induced  him  to  flank  to 
ihe  right  of  our  lines  in  an  open  field. — Here  Captain  Miller  open- 
ed upon  him  with  the  three  12  pounders,  and  the  flotilla  men 
acting  as  infantry,  with  considerable  eifect.  The  enemy  contin- 
ued flankiiifg  to  the  right  and  pressed  upon  the  command  of  Cols. 
Beall  and  ^ood,  which  gave  way  after  three  or  four  rounds  of  in- 
effectual fire,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  enemy,  while 
Colonel  Beall  and  other  officers  attempted  to  rally  the  men  on 
this  high  position.  The  enemy  very  soon  gained  the  flank  and 
even  the  rear  of  the  right  of  the  second  line.  Commodore  Bar- 
ney, Captain  Miller  and  some  other  officers  of  his  command  be- 
ing wounded,  his  ammunition  waggons  having  gone  off  in  the  dis- 
order, and  that  which  the  marines  and  flotilla  men  had  being  ex- 
hausted ;  in  this  situation  a  retreat  was  ordered  by  Com.  Barney, 
who  fell  himself  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  second  line  was  not  exactly  connected,  but  posted  in  ad- 
vantageous positions  in  connection  with  and  supporting  each  oth- 
er. The  command  of  General  Smith,  including  the  Georgetown 
and  city  militia,  still  remained  in  order  and  firm  without  any  part 
having  given  away,  as  well  as  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Scott 
of  the  regulars,  and  some  other  corps.  The  enemy's  light  troops 
bad  in  the  mean  time  advanced  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  had 
gained  a  line  parallel  with  Smith's  command,  and  in  endeavour- 
ing to  turn  the  flank.  Colonel  Brent  was  placed  in  a  position  cal- 
culated to  prevent  it ;  the  enemy  also  advanced  and  came  with- 
in long  shot  of  part  of  Colonel  Magruder's  command,  which  open- 
ed a  partial  fire,  but  without  much  effect ;  and  at  this  moment 
and  in  this  situation  General  Winder  ordered  the  whole  of  the 
troops,  then  stationary,  to  retreat,  which  was  effected  with  as 
much  order  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  occasion  would 
permit :  these  troops  after  retreating  5  or  600  paces,  were  halt- 
ed and^ormed,  but  were  again  ordered  t^  retreat  by  Gen.  Win- 
der. General  Winder  then  gave  orders  to  collect  and  form  the 
troops  en  the  heights  west  of  the  turnpike  gate,  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  capitol,  which  order  was  in  part  executed, 
and  the  forces  formed  by  General  Smith  and  the  other  officers, 
when  Colonel  George  Minor  came  up  with  his  regiment  of  Vir- 
ginia volunteers,  and  united  his  forces  with  General  Smith's 
command,  having  been  detained,  in  obtaining  arms,  ammu- 
nition, &c. ;  but,  while  in  the  act  of  forming.  Gen.  Winder 
gave  orders  to  retire  to  the  capitoJ,  with  an  expectation  of  being 
united  with  the  troops  of  the  first  line.  Colonel  Minor  was  or- 
dered to  take  a  certain  position  and  disposition,  and  cover  the  re- 
ireat  of  all  the  forces  by  remaining  until  all  had  marched  for  the 
-capitol     The  troops  were  again  halted  at  the  capitoi  while  Gen. 
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Winder  was  m  conference    with   Colonel   Monroe  and  General 

Arnnstrong.  r  n  t   t        ^, 

The  first  line  and  the  cavalry,  except  one  troop  of  Col.  Laval  i, 
had  taken  a  route  which  did   not  bring  them  to   the  capitol ;  the 
most  of  them    had  proceeded   north  of  the  district  of  Coiumbia, 
and  others  dispersed  and  returned   home,  and  sought  refreshment 
in  the  country.     The  commanding  general  represented  the  dimi- 
nution of  his  force,  the   dispersion  of  a  large  proportion  of  it,  the 
want  of  discipline,  the  great  fatigue  of  the  troops,  and  believed  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  make  effectual  resistance  to  the  mvasion 
of  the  city :  nor  did  he  think  it  would  be  proper  to  attempt  to  de- 
fend the   capitol,  the  troops  being  without  provisions,  and  which 
would  leave  every  other  part  of  the  city  to  the   mercy  of  the  en- 
emy, and  the  prospect  of  losing  his  army.     In   this   consultation 
the  secretaries  of  state  and  war,  it  appears,  concurred   in    their 
views  with  General  Winder,  and  advised  hira  to   retire  and  rally 
the  troops  upon  the  heights  of  Georgetown ;  this  produced  an  or- 
der for  the  whole  forces  to  retreat  from  capitol  hill  thro'  George- 
town       On  receiving   this   order  the  troops  evinced  the  deepest 
augui'sh,   and   that  order  which  had   been   previously   maintained 
was  destroyed.     General  Smith  in  his  report  uses  this  language.... 
"When  the  order  for  a  retreat  from  capitol   hill   was   received, 
the  troops  evinced  an  anguish  beyond   the  power  of  language  to 
express."     The  troop?  were  halted  at  Tenleytown,  and  an  attempt 
was  made  to  collect  them  together,  which  only  partially  succeed- 
ed      Some  returned  home  ;  some  went  in  pursuit  of  refreshments, 
and  those  that  halted  gave  themselves  up  to  the  uncontrolled  feel- 
■  ings  which  fatigue,  exhaustion,  privation  and  disappointment  pro- 

A  small  party  of  the  enemy,  with  Admiral  Cockburn  and  Ge- 
neral Ross,  entered  the  city.  The  male  population  was  chiefly 
in  arms  under  General  Winder,  and  many  of  the  women  and 
children  had  left  it.  J'he  navy-yard,  with  all  its  shipping  and 
stores,  and  the  magazine  at  Greenleaf's  Point*  had  been  destroy- 
ed by  our  own  people.  The  capitol,  and  president's  house,  with 
all  the  public  offices  except  the  post  office,  (which  they  thought  a 
private  building)  with  several  private  buildings,  were  fired  by  the 
enemy .f  Cockburn  personally  went  to  have  the  office  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  burnt;  but  was  prevailed  upon  by  some  ladies 

i  ne^rralT/tbrc^  intoV  one  or  t«vo  of  .heir  lighted  matches,  which  commt.n.c^teU  to   hepo«  de  dt- 

tsplosion. 

t  All  the  pTiblic  papers,  -vith  the  spe<i.  of  the  banks,  S^c    had  betn  previously  removed  by  tl« 
'Dliabitacts.  ■ 


THE  WAR.  423 

01  the  adjoining  houses  to  abandon  his  design*    A  number  of  his 

accomplices,  however,  entered  and  destroyed  every  thing  in  it 

Mr.  Gallatin's  house  was  burnt,  some  person  having  fired  on  Ge- 
neral Ross  from  the  windows,  by  which  his  horse  was  killed. 

After  committing  numerous  depredations,  the  enemy  privately 
and  prcipitately  retired  on  the  night  of  the  25th.  They  had  bu- 
ried some  of  their  killed  in  the  morning  ;  but  left  many  lying  on 
the  field,  and  also  nearly  100  wounded  at  Bladensburg,  with  30 
men  to  take  care  of  them.  Among  the  former  were  two  colonels 
and  one  major  :  the  latter  died  soon  after.  They  took  off  as  ma- 
ny wounded  as  could  be  made  to  walk,  and  all  that  they  could 
convey  on  about  40  horses,  and  in  a  number  of  carts,  waggons, 
&c. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  landed,  was  estimated  at  6000 ;  his 
loss  in  killed,  at  Bladensburg  and  in  the  city,  180;  wounded  at 
both  places,  300  ;  prisoners  and  deserters,  400... .total,  880. 

The  American  force,  under  Winder,  amounted  to  about  5000, 
(including  several  hundreds  that  arrived  just  as  the  battle  of  Bla- 
densburg commenced,  and  joined  the  army  after  the  general's  re- 
treat,) but  only  about  1500  of  this  number  were  actually  engaged. 

Our  loss  was  20  killed,  40  wounded,  and  120  prisoners total, 

180. 

Surrender  of  Alexandria The  city  of  Alexandria,  in  the  dis-^ 

trict  of  Columbia,  lies  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Potomac,  and 
five  miles  S.  W.  from  the  city  of  Washington.  At  the  time  of 
the  capture  of  the  latter  place,  the  channel  of  the  Potomac,  near 
Alexandria,  was  commanded  by  Fort  Washington,  and  it  was 
considered  the  British  vessels  would  not  attempt  to  pass  it.  After 
the  defeat  of  General  Winder  at  Bladensburg,  however,  the  cor- 
poration of  Alexandria,  by  committee,  waited  on  the  British  com- 
mander at  Washington,  to  know  what  treatment  was  to  hi  ex- 
pected provided  Alexandria  should  fall  into  his  hands,  thus  shame- 
fully openingjthe  way  for  the  disgrace  which  followed.  Admiral 
Cockburn  assured  the  deputation  that  private  property  would  be 
respected  ;  that  probably  some  fresh  provisions  and  flour  might 
be  wanted,  but  for  which  they  should  be  paid. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  several  of  the  enemy's  vessels  appeared 
in  sight  of  Alexandria  down  the  river,  and  towards  evening  fort 
Washington  was  blown  up  by  the  commanding  officer.  Captain 
Dyson,  without  firing-  a  g"un,  and  abandoned.  He  has  since  been 
dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  by  sentence  of 
a  court-martial. 

On  the  28th,  the  enemy's  squadron  passed  the  fort, and  the  cor- 
poration, by  deputation,  proceeded  to  the  commander's  ship,  ^^Cap- 
tain  Gordon,)  and  requested  to  know  his  intentions  in  regard  to 
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Alexandria ;  which  lie  proposed  to  communicate  when  he  siioui«f 
come  opposite  the  town,  but  promised  that  the  persons,  houses, 
and  furniture  of  the  citizens  should  be  unmolested,  if  he  met  with 
no  opposition.     Next  day  (the   29th)   the  British   squadron  was 

drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  so  as  to  command  the  whole  town 

The  commander  then  sent  the  following  articles  of  capitulation  to 
the  corporation  of  the  city : 

H.  M.  Ship  Sea-Horse,  off  Alexandria,  Jug.  29th,  1814. 

GENTLEMEN....In  consequence  of  a  deputation  yesterday  re- 
ceived from  the  city  of  Alexandria,  requesting  favourable  term? 
for  the  safety  of  the  city,  the  undernamed  are  the  only  condition? 
in  my  power  to  offer. 

The  town  of  Alexandria,  with  the  exception  of  public  works., 
shall  not  be  destroyed,  unless  hostihties  are  commenced  on  the 
part  of  the  Americans ;  nor  shall  the  inhabitants  be  molested  ir 
any  manner  whatever,  or  their  dwelling  houses  entered,  if  the 
following  articles  be  complied  with  : 

Article  1.  All  naval  and  ordnance  stores,  (public  or  private^v 
must  be  immediately  delivered  up. 

2.  Possession  will  be  immediately  taken  of  all  the  shipping,  and 
their  furniture  must  be  sent  on  board  by  the  owners  without  de- 
lay. 

3.  The  vessls  that  have  been  sunk  must  be  delivered  up  in  the 
state  they  were  on  the  19th  of  August,  the  day  of  the  squadron 
passing  the  Kettle  Bottoms. 

4.  Merchandize  of  every  description  must  be  instantly  deliver- 
ed up,  and  to  prevent  any  irregularity  that  might  be  committed 
in  its  embarkation,  the  merchants  have  it  at  their  option  to  load 
the  vessels  generally  employed  for  that  purpose,  when  they  will 
be  towed  off  by  us. 

5.  All  merchandize  that  has  been  removed  from  Alexandria 
since  the  19th  inst.  is  to  be  included  in  the  above  articles. 

6.  Refreshments  of  every  description  to  be  supplied  the  ships, 
and  paid  for  at  the  market  price,  by  bills  on  the  British  govern- 
raent. 

7.  Officers  will  be  appointed  to  see  that  articles  No.  2, 3, 4  and 
5,  are  strictly  complied  with ;  and  any  deviation  or  non-compli- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  will  render  the 
treaty  null  and  void. 

JOHN  A.  GORDON,  Captain 
of  his   majesty's  ship  Sea-Horse,  and 
senior  officer  of  his  majesty's  ships  off 
Alexandria. 
To  the  common  council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria. 
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One  hour  was  allowed  the  corporation  to  decide  whether  they 
would  accede  to  tht  tern.s  of  surrcndtr  or  not.  It  was  stated  to 
the  British  otfici.r,  that  the  coramoD  council  had  no  power  to 
cor.ipel  the  return  of  merci-andize  carried  into  the  country,  nor 
to  ompel  the  citizens  to  aid  in  raising  the  sunken  vessels:  tht-se 
two  points  were  yielded  by  tht  enemj.  The  terms  being  thus 
mo  .'ifidy  the  enemy  commenced  their  work  of  plunder,  which 
was  indiscriminate,  and  not  confi/ied  to  any  particular  class  of 
individuals  ;  nonresidents  and  inhabitants  being  alike  includtd. 

The  vessels  taken  from  Alexandria  by  the  enemy,  were  14, 
laden  with  from  15  to  18,000  bbls.  flour,  800  hhds.  tobacco,  130 
bales  cotton,  some  small  quantities  of  sugar,  and  a  medley  of  oth- 
er articles. 

"While  the  enemy  were  employed  in  loading  a  vessel.  Captains 
Porter  and  Creighton,  of  the  United  States'  navy,  made  a  dash  in- 
to Alexandria  on  horseback,  rode  up  to  a  midshipman  who  was  su- 
perintending the  loading  of  a  boat,  and  Captain  C.  seized  him  by 
the  cravat  and  endeavoured  to  take  him  off;  but  hi-  cravat  gave 
way  and  he  escaped.  The  officers  immedia'.ely  galloped^ofF,  lea- 
ving the  inhabitants  In  great  consternation. 

The  signal  of  alarm  was  immediately  given  on  shore  to  all  those 
employed  on  the  wharves,  who  promptly  embarked,  and  all  hands 
were  ordered  to  prepare  for  action.  The  inhabitants  apprehended 
an  immediate  destruction  of  the  town;  but,  a  deputation  being 
sent  frjm  tlje  corporation  to  state  that  the  act  was  unauthorised 
by  them,  nor  done  by  any  inhabitant  of  the  place,  and  promising 
that  they  would  place  guards  at  the  intersection  of  each  street 
leading  to  the  water,  to  prevent  a  similar  occurrence,  the  com- 
manding officer  said  he  would  overlook  it,  and  the  town  was  again 
quieted. 

We  have  been  thus  minute  in  stating  the  particulars  of  tl^  sur- 
render of  Alexandria,  that  the  present  and  future  generations  may 
forever  behold  a  monument  of  the  eternal  disgrace,  infamy  and  hu- 
miliation of  its  inhabitants  in  thus  inviting  and  quietly  submitting 
to  the  degrading  terms  and  insults  of  an  enemy.  Nothing  but 
the  most  sunken  depravity  or  cowardly  disposition  could  have  in- 
duced the  government  of  the  city  to  have  thus  debased  it- 
self. 

A  series  of  desperately  daring  exertions  were  made  by  Com- 
modores Rodgers,  Porter  and  Perry,  with  the  men  cf  the  two 
former,  and  some  of  the  Virginia  militia,  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  frigates  from  Alexandria  with  their  great  booty.  All  that 
men  could  do,  with  the  means  they  had,  by  fire  ships,  barges,  and 
hastily  erected  batteries  was  done. ...but  the  enemy  got  off,  with 
some  loss,  taking  all  the  property  with  him.  About  12  men  were 
killed  and  several  wounded  at  Porter's  batterv..,.at  Perry's  only 
3H 
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one  was  wounded ;  Rodgers  suffered  no  loss.  A  great  misloi*- 
tune  was  that  all  the  artillery  that  could  be  collected  for  the  sud- 
den occasion  were  too  light. 

Repulse  of  the  enemy  at  Baltimore After  the  affair  at  Bla 

densburg  and  capture  of  Washington,  an  attack  upon  Baltimore 
was  confident!)'  expected,  and  considerable  additions  were  accor- 
dingly made  to  the  defences  of  the  place.  Some  of  the  troops  of 
General  Winder's  command  had  repaired  to  the  place,and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  volunteers  from  the  adjacent  towns  had 
flocked  in  ;  the  Baltimore  brigade  wa,  taken  en  masse  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  whole  submitted  to  the  di- 
rection of  Major  General  Smith  of  the  Maryland  militia. 

On  Saturday  the  10th  of  September,  information  was  received 
that  the  enemy  was  ascending  the  bay,  and  on  Sunday  morning 
hiS  ships  were  seen  at  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco  river,  ^which 
communicRtes  with  the  basin  on  wliich  Baltimore  stands)  in  num- 
ber fiom  40  to  50.  Some  of  his  vessels  entered  the  river,  while 
others  proceeded  to  North  Point,  'at  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco,") 
14  miles  from  Baltimore,  and  commenced  the  debarkation  of  their 
troops  in  the  night,  which  was  finished  early  next  morning.  The 
following  extracts  of  a  letter  from  General  Smith  to  the  secretary 
of  war,  give  an  account  of  the  events  which  followed  : 

"  Baltimore,  September  19,  1814. 
"  I  have  the  honour  of  stating,  that  the  enemy  landed  between 
7  and  8000  men  on  Monday  the  10th  instant,  at  North  Point,  14 
miles  distant  from  this  town.  Anticipating  this  debarkation.  Gen. 
Striker  had  been  detached  on  Sunday  evening  with  a  portion  of 
hi?  brigade  on  the  North  Point  road.  Major  Randal,  of  the  Bal- 
timoip  county  militia,  having  under  his  command  a  light  corps  of 
riflemen  and  musquetry  taken  from  General  Stanbury's  brigade 
and  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  was  detached  to  the  mouth  of  Bear 
Creek,  with  orders  to  co-operate  with  General  Strieker,  and  to 
check  any  landing  which  the  enemy  might  attempt  in  that  quar- 
ter. On  Monday,  Brig.  Gen.  Strieker  took  a  good  position  at  the 
junction  of  the  two  roads  leading  from  this  place  to  North  Point, 
having  his  right  flanked  by  Bear  Creek,  and  his  left  by  a  marsh. 
He  here  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  having  sent  on  an 
advance  corps  under  the  command  of  Major  Heath  of  the  5th 
regiment.  This  advance  was  met  by  that  of  the  enemy,  and  af- 
ter some  skirmishing  it  returned  to  the  line,  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy  being  at  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  their  advance.  Be- 
tween two  and  three  o'clock,  the  enemy's  whole  force  came  up 
and  comnienced  battle  by  some  discharges  of  rookets,  which  were 
suQceeded  by  the  cannon  from  both  sides,  and  soon  qfter  the  actiojn 
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Ijecame  general  along  the  line.  General  Strieker  gallantly  main- 
tained  his  ground  against  a  great  superiorit}/  of  numbers  during 
the  space  of  an  hour  and  20  minutes,  whi-n  the  regiment  on  his 
left  (the  51st)  giving  way,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  retiring 
to  the  ground  in  his  rear,  where  he  had  stationed  one  regiment 
as  a  reserve.  He  here  formed  his  brigade;  but  the  enemy  not 
thinking  it  advisable  to  pursue,  he,  in  compliance  with  previouis 
arrangements^  fell  back  and  took  post  on  the  left  of  my  entreach- 
ments,  and  a  half  mile  in  advance  of  them. 

"  In  this  affair  the  citizen  soldiers  of  Baltimore,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  51st  regiment,  have  maintained  the  reputation 
they  so  deservedly  acquired  at  Bladensburg,  and  have  given  their 
country  and  their  city  an  assurance  of  what  may  be  expected 
from  them  when  their  services  are  again  required.  I  cannot  dis- 
miss the  subject  without  expressing  the  heartfelt  satisfaction  I  ex- 
perience in  thus  bearing  testimony  to  the  courage  and  good  con- 
duot  of  my  fellow  townsmen.  About  the  time  General  Strieker 
had  taken  the  ground  just  mentioned,  he  was  joined  by  Brigadier 
General  Winder,  who  had  been  stationed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
city,  but  was  now  ordered  to  march  with  General  Douglass'  bri- 
gade of  Virginia  militia  and  the  U.  S.  dragoons  under  Capt.  Bird^ 
and  take  post  on  the  left  of  General  Strieker.  During  these 
movements,  the  brigades  of  Generals  Stansbury  and  Foreman,  the 
seamen  and  marines  under  Commodore  Rodgers,  the  Pennsylva 
nia  volunteers  under  Colonels  Cobeau  and  Findley,  the  Baltimore 
artillery  under   Colonel   Harris,  and   the   marine   artillery  under 

Captain    Stiles,    manned    the    trenches    and   the    batteries all 

prepared  to  receive  the  enemy.  We  remained  in  this  situa- 
tion during  the  night. 

"  On  Tuesday,  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  my  entrench- 
ments, at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  on  the  Philadelphia  road, 
from  whence  he  had  a  full  view  of  our  position.  He  manoeuvred 
during  the  morning  towards  our  left,  as  if  with  the  intention  of 
making  a  circuitous  march,  and  coming  down  on  the  Hartford 
and  York  roads.  Generals  Winder  and  Strieker  were  ordered  to 
adapt  their  movements  to  those  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  baffle  this 
supposed  intention.  They  executed  this  order  with  great  skill  and 
judgment,  by  taking  an  advantageous  position,  stretching  from 
my  left  across  the  country,  when  the  enemy  was  likely  to  ap- 
proach the  quarter  he  seemed  to  threaten.  This  movement  in- 
duced the  enemy  to  concentrate  his  forces  (between  one  and  two 
o'clock)  in  my  front,  pushing  his  advance  to  within  a  mile  of  usj 
driving  in  out  videttes,  and  shewing  an  intention  of  attacking  us 
that  evening.  I  immediately  drew  Generals  Winder  and  Stricke^ 
nearer  to  the  left  of  my  entrenchments,  and  to  the  right  of  the 
enemy,  with  4he  intention  Off  their  falling  on  hit?  right   cr  rea-r. 


42b  JRETCHES  OS- 

should  he  attack  me;  or  if  he  declined  it,  of  attacking  him  in  the 
morning.  To  this  movement  and  to  the  strength  of  m}-  deft-  >  es^ 
which  the  enemy  had  the  fairest  opportunity  of  observing,  ■  ^m 
induced  to  attribute  his  retieat,  which  commenced  at  half  past 
oaie  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning.  In  this  he  was  so  favoured 
by  the  extreme  darkntas  and  a  continued  rain,  that  we  did  not 
discover  it  until  daylight.  I  consented  to  General  Winder's  pur- 
suing with  the  Virginia  brigade  and  the  U.  S.  dragoons ;  at  the 
same  time  Major  Randal  was  dispatched  with  his  light  corps  io 
pursuit  of  the  enemy's  right,  whilst  the  whole  of  the  militia  cav- 
alry was  put  in  motion  for  the  same  object.  All  the  troops  were, 
however,  so  worn  out  with  continued  watching,  and  with  being 
under  arms  during  three  days  and  nights,  exposed  the  great- 
er part  of  the  time  to  very  inclement  weather,  that  it  was 
found  impracticable  to  do  any  thing  more  than  pick  up  a  few  strag- 
glers. The  enemy  commenced  his  embarkation  that  evening,  and 
completed  it  the  next  day  at  one  o'clock.  It  would  have  been 
impossible,  even  had  our  troops  been  in  a  condition  to  act  offen- 
sively, to  have  cut  ofT  any  part  of  the  enemy's  rear  guard  during 
the  embarkation,  as  the  point  where  it  was  effected  was  defended 
from  our  approach  by  a  line  of  defences  extending  from  Back  Ri- 
ver to  Humphrey's  Creek  on  the  Patapsco^  thrown  up  by  ourselves 
previous  to  their  arrival. 

"  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  calling  your  attention  to  the 
brave  commander  of  fort  M'Henry,*  Major  Armstead,  and  to  the 
operations  confined  to  that  quarter.  The  enemy  made  his  ap- 
proach by  water  at  the  same  time  that  his  army  was  advancing 
on  the  land,  and  commenced  a  discharge  of  bombs  and  rockets 
'at  the  fort  as  soon  as  he  got  within  range  of  it.  I'lie  situation  of 
Major  Armstead  was  peculiarly  trying  ...the  enemy  having  taken 
his  position  at  such  a  distance  as  to  render  offensive  operations  on 
the  part  of  the  fort  entirely  fruitless,  while  their  bombs  and  rock- 
ets were  every  moment  falling  in  and  about  it....the  officers  and 
men  being  at  the  same  time  entirely  exposed.  The  vessels,  how- 
ever, had  the  temerity  to  approach  somewhat  nearer.. ..they  were 
as  soon  compelled  to  withdraw.  During  the  night,  whilst  the 
enemy  on  land  was  retreating,  and  whilst  the  bombardment  vva? 
ii,he  most  severe,  two  or  three  rocket  vessels  and  barges  succeed- 
ed in  getting  up  the  Ferry  Branch  ;  but  they  were  soon  compel- 
led to  retire,  by  the  forts  in  that  quarter,  commanded  by  Lieuten 
ant  Newcomb  of  the  navy,  and  Lieutenant  Webster  of  the  flotil- 
la. These  forts  also  destroyed  one  of  the  barges,  with  all  or; 
board.  The  barges  and  battery  at  the  Lazaretto,  under  the  com- 
^land  of  Lieutenant  Rutter  of  the  flotilla,  kept  up  a  brisk  and  it  n 

•  Fon  M'Henry  i<  about  2  miles  from  the  cily  of  Baltimor.  . 


TUE  WAR.  420 

beiievea  a  successful  fire  during  the  hottest  period  of  the  bombard- 
roent.  The  loss  in  fort  M'Henry  was  4  killed  and  24  wounded,, 
amorjgst  the  fornier  I  have  to  lament  the  fall  of  Lieutenants  Cla- 
gett  and  Claram,  who  were  both  estimable  citizens  and  useful  of- 
ficers. 

"  Of  General  Strieker's  brigade,  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  amounts  to  about  150.. ..among  the  former  this  city  has 
to  regret  the  loss  of  its  representative  in  the  state  legislature^ 
James  Lowry  Donaldson,  esquire,  adjutant  of  the  27th  regiment. 
This  gentleman  will  ever  be  remembered  by  his  constituents  for 
his  zeal  aad  talents,  and  by  his  corps  for  his  bravery  and  military 
knowledge. 

"  I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  informing  you  of  the 
great  aid  I  have  derived  from  Commodore  Rodgers.  He  was  ev- 
er present  and  ever  ready  to  afford  his  useful  counsel,  and  to  ren- 
der his  important  services.  His  presence,  with  that  of  his  gal- 
lant officers  and  seamen,  gave- confidence  to  every  one. 

*«The  enemy's  loss,  in  his  attempt  on  Baltimore,  amounts,  as 
near  as  we  can  ascertain,  to  between  6  and  700  killed,  wounded 
and  missing....Gen.  Ross  is  certainly  killed." 

Soon  after  his  repulse  at  Baltimore,  the  enemy  withdrew  the 
•greater  part  of  his  squadron  from  the  Chesapeake,  leaving  how- 
ever a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  to  maraud  and  harrass  the  in- 
habitants contiguous  to  the  shores  of  the  bay  and  rivers  which 
empty  into  it.  In  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  (although 
not  so  numerous  as  formerly)  a  degree  of  brutality  was  oftentimes 
exhibited,  wholly  unworthy  the  character  of  civilized  beings.  Per- 
haps a  great  share  of  this  conduct  was  attributable  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  squadron,  Cockburn.  From  various  sources,  we 
have  observed  statements  of  the  unprincipled  actions  of  this  man. 
He  has  appeared,  in  every  situation  in  which  our  countrymen  have 
seen  him,  totally  devoid  of  honour  or  honesty  ;  and  as  one  posses- 
sing a  savage  and  ferocious  disposition,  more  fit  to  be  ranked 
with  beasts  of  prey,  than  with  human  beings. 

Enemy  in  tlie  Rappahannock About  the   Is'c  of  December^, 

1814,  a  British  74  and  5  frigates  appeared  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Rappahannock,  a  large  navigable  river  in  Virginia,  which  enters 
into  the  Chesapeake  bay.  They  manned  a  number  of  barges  and 
other  small  vessels,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  with  all  their  dis- 
posable force,  consisting  of  about  2000.  The  next  day  they  took 
possession  of  the  village  of  Tappahannock,  without  much  opposi- 
tion, the  militia  coming  in  too  slowly  for  the  rapid  movements  of 
the  enemy.  At  this  village  the  enemy  burnt  the  court  house, 
mil,   coUectcr's  office,  clerk's    office,    a  large  ware-house,  ani 


430  SKETCHES  Of 

destroyed  a  large  amount  of  private  property;  they  also  com- 
mitted many  acts  of  barbarisnn  and  violence  upon  the  holy  sanctu- 
ary and  the  depository  of  the  dead.  On  the  4th  they  returned 
down  the  river,  and  had  several  brushes  with  the  militia  in  the 
passage,  in  one  of  which,  near  Franham  Church,  they  acknowl- 
edged a  loss  of  15  killed  and  31  wounded.     The  militia  had  only 

two  killed In  another,  it  was  supposed  that  every  man  in  one  of 

their  barges,  except  two,  were  killed.  Ten  or  twelve  prisoners 
also  were  taken,  and  several  of  their  men  deserted.  Captain 
Shackleford,  then  of  the  house  of  delegates  of  Virginia,  with 
about  60  of  his  artillerists,  encountered  400  of  the  enemy,  with 
the  utmost  intrepidity.  He  gave  them  several  fires  with  his  tWC- 
pieces  of  ordnance,  and  drove  them  from  the  plain.  Eventually 
Captain  Shackleford  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  The  en' 
€my  paroled  him,  with  compliments  on  his  conduct. 

The  whole  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  excursion  was  upwards  of 
100  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  5  or  6  killed 
and  woiinded.  • 
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Naval Cruise  of  the  EsseT....Jction  at   Valparaiso,  and  loss 

of  the  Essex....Tke  Alligator....Cruise  of  Com.  Rodgers..., 
Capture  of  the  British  brig  Epervier... .Cruise  of  the  Wasp..^, 
Capture  of  the  Reindeer  and  Avon....Cruise  of  the  Peacock.... 
Gun-boat  action.,..Private  armed  vessels. ...D'?struction  of  the 
General  Armstrong....British  vessels  captured  during  the  year 
1814. 

The  Essex... .Capt.  Porter  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Essex,  proceeded 
le  sea  from  the  Delaware,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1812,  and  re- 
paired, agreeably  to  instructions  from  Commodore  Bainbridge,  to 
the  coast  of  Brazil,  where  different  places  of  rendezvous  had  been 
arranged  between  them.  In  the  course  of  his  cruise  on  this  coast 
he  captured  his  Britannic  majesty's  packet  Nocton,  and  after 
taking  out  of  her  about  11,000  pounds  sterling  in  specie,  ordered 
her  for  America.  Hearing  of  Commodore  Bainbridge's  victorious 
action  with  the  Java,  which  would  oblige  him  to  return  to  port, 
ind  of  the  capture  of  the  Hornet  by  the  Montague,  and  learning 
that  there  was  a  consider&ble  -augmentation  of  British  force  on 
the  coast,  and  several  ships  in  pursuit  of  him,  he  abandoned  his 
hazardous  cruising  ground,  and  stretched  away  to  the  southward,, 
scouring  the  coast  as  far  as  Rio  de  la  Plata.  From  thence  he 
shaped  hi?  oonrfr?  for  the  Pacific  Orean^  and,  Jifter  suffering  great- 
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]y  for  want  of  provisions  and  heavy  galea  off  Cape  Horn,  arrived 
at  Valparaiso,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1813.  Having  victualled 
his  ship,  he  ran  down  the  coast  of  Chili  and  Peru,  and  fell  in  with 
a  Peruvian  corsair,  having  on  board  twenty  four  Americans,  aS 
prisoners,  the  crews  of  two  whaling  ships,  which  she  had  taken 
on  the  coast  of  Chili.  The  P.- ruvian  captain  justified  his  cunduct 
on  the  plea  of  being  au'ally  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  expectation 
likewise  of  a  speedy  war  between  Spain  and  the  Uniled  States. 
Finding  him  resolved  to  persist  in  similar  aggressions.  Captain 
Porter  threw  all  his  guns  and  ammunition  into  the  sea,  liberated 
the  Americans,  and  wrote  a  respectful  letter  to  the  viceroy  ex- 
plaining his  reasons  for  so  doing,  which  he  delivered  to  the  cap- 
tain. He  then  proceeded  to  Lima,  and  luckily  recaptured  one  of 
the  American  vessel  as  she  was  entering  the  port. 

After  this  he  cruised  for  several  months  in  the  Pacific,  inflicting 
immense  injury  on  the  British  commerce  in  those  waters.  He 
was  particularly  destructive  to  the  shipping  employed  in  the  sper- 
maceti whale  fishery.  A  great  number  with  valuable  cargoes 
were  captured ;  two  were  given  up  to  the  prisoners ;  three  sent 
to  Valparaiso  and  laid  up  ;  three  sent  to  America ;  one  of  them 
he  retained  as  a  storeship,  and  another  he  equipped  with  twenty 
guns,  called  the  Essex  junior,  and  gave  the  command  of  her  to 
Lieutenant  Downes.  Most  of  these  ships  mounted  several  guns, 
and  had  numerous  crews ;  and  as  several  of  them  were  captured 
by  boats  or  by  prizes,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Essex  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  showing  their  skill  and  courage,  and  of 
acquiring  experience  and  confidence  in  naval  conflict. 

Having  now  a  little  squadron  under  his  command.  Captain  Por- 
ter became  a  complete  terror  in  those  seas.  As  his  numerous 
prizes  supplied  him  abundantly  with  provisions,  clothing,  medicine, 
and  naval  stores  of  every  description,  he  was  enabled  for  a  long 
time  to  keep  the  sea,  without  sickness  or  inconvenience  to  his 
crew ;  living  entirely  on  the  enemy,  and  being  enabled  to  make 
considerable  advances  of  pay  to  his  officers  and  crew  without 
drawing  on  government.  The  unexampled  devastation  achieved 
by  his  daring  enterprizes,  not  only  spread  alarm  throughout  the 
ports  of  the  Pacific,  but  even  occasioned  great  uneasiness  in  Great 
Britain. 

Numerous  ships  were  sent  out  to  the  Pacific  in  pursuit  of  him , 
others  were  ordered  to  cruise  in  the  China  seas,  off  New  Zealand, 
Timor  and  New  Holland,  and  a  frigate  sent  to  the  river  La  Plata. 
The  manner  in  which  Captain  Porter  cruised,  however,  complete- 
ly baffled  pursuit.  Keeping  in  the  open  seas,  or  lurking  among 
the  numerous  barren  and  desolate  islands  that  form  the  Gallipagos 
groupe,  and  never  touching  oa  the  American  coast,  he  left  n» 
Jraces  by  which  he  could  be  followed  ;  ruraour^  while  it  magnit?- 
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ed  his  expk)its,  threw  his  pursuers  at  fault;  they  were  distracted 
by  vague  accounts  of  captures  made  at  different  places,  and  of 
frigates  supposed  to  be  the  Essex  hovering  at  the  same  time  off 
different  coasts  and  haunting  different  islands. 

In  the  mean  while  Porter,  though  wrapped  in  mystery  and  un- 
certainty himself,  yet  received  frequent  and  accurate  accounts  of 
his  enemies,  from  the  various  prizes  which'  he  had  taken.     Lieut. 
Pownes,  also,  who  had  convoyed  the  prizes  to  Valparaiso,  on  his 
return,  brought   advices  of  the  expected   arrival  of  Commodore 
Hillyar  in  the  Phoebe  frigate   rating  tbiriy-six  guns  accompanied 
by  two  sloops  of  war.     Glutted  with  spoil  and  havoc,  and  sated 
with  the  easy   and  inglorious    captures  of  merchantmen.  Captain 
Porter  now  felt   eager  for  an  opportunity  to   meet  the  enemy  on 
equal  terms,  and  to  signalize  his  cruist-  by  some  brilliant  achieve- 
ment.    Having  been  nearly  a  year  at  sea,  he*found  that  his  ship 
would  require  some  repairs,  to  enable  her  to   face  the  foe ;  he  re- 
paired, therefore,  accompanied  by  several  of  his  prizes,  to  the  Isl- 
and of  Nooaheevah,  one  of  the  Washington  groupe,  discovered  by 
a  Captain  Ingraham  of  Boston.     Here  he  landed,  took  formal  pos- 
session of  the  island   in  the  name  of  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  gave  it  the   name  of  Madison's  Island.     He  found 
it  large,   populous  and  fertile,    abounding  with  the  necessaries  of 
life  ;  the  natives  in  the  vicinity  of  the  harbour  which  he  had  cho- 
sen received  him  in  the  most  friendly    manner,  and  supplied  him 
with  abundance  of  provisions.     During  his   stay    at  this    place  he 
had   several   encounters    with  some  hostile   tribes  on  the  island^ 
whom  he  succeeded  in  reducing  to  subjection.      Having  calked 
and  completely  overhaled  the   ship,  made   for  her    a    new  set  of 
water  casks,  and  taken  on  board   from  the   prizes   provisions  and 
stores  for  upwards  of  four  months,  he  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Chili, 
on  the  12th  December,  1813.     Previous  to  sailing  he  secured  the 
three  prizes  which  had  accompanied  him,  under  the  guns  of  a  bat- 
tery erected  for  their  protection,  and  left  them  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Gamble  of  the  marines  and  twenty  one  men,  with  orders  to  pro- 
ceed to  Valparaiso  after  a  certain  period. 

After  cruising  on  the  coast  of  Chili  without  success,  he  proceed- 
ed to  Valparaiso,  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with  Commodore  Hillyar, 
or,  if  disappointed  in  this  wish,  of  capturing  some  merchant  ships 
said  to  be  expected  from  England.  While  at  anchor  at  this  port 
Commodore  Hillyar  ariived,  having  long  been  searching  in  vain 
for  the  Essex,  and  almost  despairing  of  ever  meeting  with  her. 
Contrary  to  the  expectations  of  Capt.  Porter,  however.  Commo- 
dore Hillyar,  beside  his  own  frigate,  superior  in  itself  to  the  Essex, 
was  accompanied  by  the  Cherub  sloop  of  war,  strongly  armed  and 
manned.  These  ships,  having  been  sent  out  expressly  to  seek  for 
the  Essex,  werp  iu  prime  order  and  equipment,  with  picked  crews. 
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iind  hoisted  flags  bearing  the  motto  "God  and  country,  British 
sailors'  best  rights :  traitors  offend  both."  This  was  in  opposition 
4o  Porter's  motto  of  **  Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,"  and  the 
latter  part  of  it  suggested  doubtless,  by  error  industriously  cher- 
ished, that  our  crews  are  chiefly  composed  of  English  seamen.  In 
reply  to  this  motto  Porter  hoisted  at  his  mizen,  **  God,  our  country, 
and  liberty  ;  tyrants  offend  them."  On  entering  the  harbour  the 
Phoebe  fell  foul  of  the  Essex  in  such  manner  as  to  lay  her  at  the 
mercy  of  Captain  Porter  ;  out  of  respect,  however,  lo  the  neu- 
trality of  the  port,  he  did  not  take  advantage  of  her  exposed  sit- 
uation. This  forbearance  was  afterwards  acknowledged  by  Com- 
modore Hiilyar,  and  h.e  passed  his  word  of  honour  to  observe 
like  conduct  while  they  remained  in  port.  They  continued  there- 
fore, while  in  harbour  and  on  shore,  in  the  mutual  exchange  of 
courtesies  and  kind  offices  that  should  characterise  the  private  in- 
tercourse between  civilized  and  generous  enemies.  And  the 
crews  of  the  respective  ships  often  mingled  together  and  passed 
nautical  jokes  and  pleasantries  from  ane  to  the  other. 

On  getting  their  provisiona  on  board,  the  Phoebe  and  Cherub 
went  off  the  port,  where  they  cruised  for  six  weeks,  rigorously 
blockading  Captain  Porter.  Their  united  force  amounted  to  81 
guns  and  500  men,  in  addition  to  which  they  took  on  board  the 
crew  of  an  English  letter  of  marque  lying  in  port.  The  force  of 
the  Essex  consisted  of  but  46  guns,  all  of  which,  excepting  six  long 
twelves,  were  22  pound  carronades,  only  serviceable  in  close 
fighting.  Her  crew,  having  been  much  reduced  by  the  manning 
of  prizes,  amounted  to  but  255  men.  The  Essex  junior  being  only 
intended  as  a  storeship,  mounted  ten  18  pound  carronades  and 
ten  short  sixes  with  a  complement  of  only  60  men. 

This  vast  superiority  of  force  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  prevent- 
ed all  chance  of  encounter,  on  any  thing  like  equal  terms,  unless 
by  express  covenant  between  the  commanders.  Captain  Porter 
therefore,  endeavoured  repeatedly  to  provoke  a  challenge,  (the 
inferiority  of  his  frigate  to  the  Phoebe  not  justifying  him  in  makzng 
the  challenge  himself,)  but  without  effect.  He  tried  frequently 
also  to  bring  the  Phoebe  into  single  action;  but  this  Commodore 
Hiilyar  warily  avoided,  and  always  kept  his  ships  so  close  togeth- 
er as  to  frustrate  Captain  Porter's  attempts. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  bring  the  enemy  to  equal  combat ;  and 
fearing  the  arrival  of  additional  force,  which  he  understood  was  on 
the  way.  Captain  Porter  determined  to  put  to  sea  the  first  oppor- 
tunity that  should  present.  A  rendezvous  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed for  the  Essex  junior,  and  having  ascertained  by  repeated 
trials  that  the  Essex  was  a  superior  sailer  to  either  of  the  block- 
ading ships,  it  was  agreed  that  she  should  let  the  enemy  chase 
her  off.;  thereby  giving  the  Esses  junior  an  opportunity  of  es- 
•^'aping. 

3  I 
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On  the  next  day,  the  28th  March,  the  v.-ind  caiVie  uu  to  blow 
fresh  from  the  southward,  and  the  Essex  parted  her  larboard  ca- 
ble and  dragged  her  starboard  anchor  directly  out  to  sea.  Not  a 
moment  was  lost  in  getting  sail  on  the  ship ;  but  perceiving  that 
the  enemy  was  close  in  with  the  point  forming  the  west  side  of 
the  bay,  and  that  there  was  a  possibility  of  passing  to  windward, 
and  escaping  to  sea  by  superior  sailing.  Captain  Porter  resolved 
to  hazard  the  attempt.  He  accordingly  took  in  his  top-gallant- 
sails  and  braced  up  for  the  purpose,  but  most  unfortunately  on 
rounding  the  point  a  heavy  squall  struck  the  ship  and  carried 
away  her  main  top-mast,  piecipitating  the  men  who  were  aloft 
into  the  sea,  who  were  drowned.  Both  ship^  now  gave  chase^ 
and  the  crippled  state  of  his  ship  left  Porter  no  alternative  but  to 
endeavour  to  regain  the  port.  Finding  it  impossible  to  get  back 
to  the  common  anchorage,  he  ran  close  into  a  small  bay  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  leeward  of  the  battery,  on  the  east  of 
the  harbour,  and  let  go  his  anchor  within  pistol  shot  of  the  shore- 
Supposing  the  enemy  would,  as  formerly,  respect  the  neutrality 
of  the  place,  he  considt-red  himself  secure,  and  thought  only  of 
repairing  the  damages  he  had  sustained.  The  wary  and  mena- 
cing approach  of  the  hostile  ships,  however,  displaying  their  motto 
flags  and  having  jacks  at  all  their  masts'  heads,  soon  showed  hinn 
the  rtai  danger  of  his  situation.  With  all  pos.^ible  despatch  he 
got  his  ship  ready  for  action,  and  endeavoured  to  get  a  spring  on 
his  cable,  but  had  not  succeeded,  when,  at  54  minutes  past  3  P. 
M.  the  enemy  commenced  an  attack. 

At  first  the  Phoebe  lay  herself  under  his  stern  and  the  Cherub 
on  his  siarboard  bow  ;  but  the  latter  soon  finding  herself  exposed 
to  a  hot  fire,  bore  up  and  ran  under  his  stern  also,  where  both 
ships  kept  up  a  severe  and  lakmg  fire.  Captain  Porter  succeeded 
three  different  times  in  getting  springs  on  his  cables,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  his  broadside  to  bear  on  the  enemy,  but  they 
were  as  often  shot  away  by  the  excessive  fire  to  which  he  was 
exposed.  He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  rely  for  defence  against 
this  tremendous  attack  merely  on  three  long  12  pounders,  which 
he  had  run  out  of  the  stern  ports ;  and  which  were  worked  with 
such  bravery  and  skill,  as  in  half  an  hour  to  do  great  injury  to 
both  the  enemy's  ships,  and  induce  them  to  hale  oflf  and  repair 
damages.  It  was  evidently  the  intention  of  Commodore  Hillyar 
to  risk  nothing  from  the  daring  courage  of  his  antagonist,  but  to 
take  the  Essex  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  possible.  All  his  manoeu- 
vres were  deliberate  and  wary  ;  he  saw  his  antagonist  completely 
at  his  mercy,  and  prepared  to  cut  him  up  in  the  safest  and  surest 
manner.  In  the  mean  time  the  situation  of  the  Essex  was  galling 
and  provoking  in  the  extrem.e  ;  crippled  and  shattered,  with  ma- 
ny killed  and  wounded,  she  lay  awaiting  the  convenience  of  the 
of  slaughter,  with  scarce  a  hope  of 
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.-scape  or  revenge.  Her  brave  crew,  however,  in  j3lace  of  being 
Jisheartcnc  d,  were  aroused  to  desperation,  and  by  lioisting  en- 
signs in  their  rigging,  and  jacks  in  different  parts  of  the  ship,  evin- 
ced their  defiance  and  determination  to  hold  out  to  the  last. 

The  enemy  having  repaired  his  damages,  now  placed  himself, 
with  both  his  ships,  on  the  starboard  quarter  of  the  Essex,  out  of 
reach  of  her  carronades,  and  where  her  stern  guns  could  not  be 
brought  to  bear.  Here  he  kept  up  a  most  destructive  fire,  which 
it  was  not  in  Captain  Porter's  power  to  return  ;  the  latter,  there- 
fore, saw  no  hope  of  injuring  him  without  getthig  under  way  and 
becoming  the  assailant.  From  the  mangled  state  of  his  riggings 
he  could  set  no  other  sail  than  the  flying  jib ;  this  he  caused  to  be 
hoisted,  cut  his  cable,  and  ran  down  on  both  ships,  with  an  inten 
tion  of  laying  the  Phoebe  on  board. 

For  a  short  time  he  was  enabled  to  close  with  the  enemy,  and 
the  firing  on  both  sides  was  tremendous.  The  decks  of  the  Es- 
sex were  strewed  with  dead,  and  her  cockpit  filled  with  wound- 
ed ;  she  had  been  several  times  on  fire,  and  was  in  fact  a  perfect 
wreck ;  still  a  feeble  hope  sprung  up  that  she  might  be  saved,  in 
consequence  of  the  Cherub  being  compelled  to  hale  off  by  her 
crippled  state ;  she  did  not  return  to  close  action  again,  but  kept 
up  a  distant  firing  with  her  long  guns.  The  disabled  state  of  the 
Essex,  however,  did  not  permit  her  to  take  advantage  of  this  cir- 
cumstance ;  for  want  of  sail  she  was  unable  to  keep  at  close 
quarters  with  the  Phoebe,  who,  edging  off,  chose  the  distance 
which  best  suited  her  long  guns,  and  kept  up  a  tremendous  fire, 
which  made  dreadful  havoc  among  our  crew.  Many  of  the  guns 
of  the  Essex  vvere  rendered  useless,  and  many  had  their  whole 
crews  destroyed. ...they  were  manned  from  those  that  were  disa- 
bled, and  one  gun  in  particular  was  three  times  manned;  15  men 
were  slain  at  it  in  the  course  of  the  action,  though  the  captain  of 
it  escaped  with  only  a  slight  wound.  Captain  Porter  now  gave 
up  all  hope  of  closing  with  the  enemy,  but  finding  the  wind  fa- 
vourable, determined  to  run  his  ship  on  shore,  land  the  crew,  and 
destroy  her.  He  had  approached  within  mtisket  shot  of  the  shore^ 
and  had  every  prospect  of  succeeding,  when,  in  an  instant,  the 
wind  shifted  from  the  land  and  drove  her  down  upon  the  Phoebe, 
exposing  her  again  to  a  dreadful  raking  fire.  The  ship  was  now 
totally  unmanageable ;  yet  as  her  head  was  toward  the  enemy, 
and  he  to  leeward.  Captain  Porter  again  perceived  a  faint  hope  of 
boarding.  At  this  moment  Lieutenant  Downes,  of  the  Essex  jun- 
ior, came  on  board  to  receive  orders,  expecting  that  Captain  Por- 
ter would  soon  be  a  prisoner.  His  services  could  be  of  no  avail 
in  the  deplorable  state  of  the  Essex,  and  finding  from  the  enemy's 
putting  his  helm  up,  that  the  last  attempt  at  boarding  would  not 
succeed.  Captain  Porter  directed  him,  after  he  had  betn  ten  min- 
>ite5  on  board,  to  r«turn  to  bis  own  ship,  to  ee    prepared  for   de- 
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fending  and  destroying  her  in  case  of  attack.  He  took  with  hijK 
several  of  the  wounded,  leaving  three  of  his  boat's  crew  on  board 
to  make  room  for  them.  The  Cheiub  kept  up  a  hot  fire  on  him 
during  his  return.  The  slaughter  on  board  of  the  Essex  now  be- 
came liorrible  ;  the  enemy  continued  to  rake  her,  while  she  wa? 
unable  to  bring  a  gun  to  bear  in  return.  Still  her  commander, 
with  an  obstinacy  that  bordered  on  desperation,  persisted  in  the 
unequal  and  almost  hopeless  conflict.  Every  expedient  that  a 
fertile  and  inventive  mind  could  suggest  was  resorted  to,  in  the 
forlorn  hope  that  they  might  yet  be  enabled  by  some  lucky  chance 
to  escape  from  the  grasp  of  the  foe.  A  halser  was  bent  to  the 
sheet  anchor,  and  the  anchor  cut  from  the  bows,  to  bring  the  ship's 
head  round.  This  succeeded  ;  the  broadside  of  the  Essex  was 
again  brought  to  bear;  and  as  the  enemy  was  much  crippled  and 
unable  to  hold  his  own,  Caplain  Porter  thought  she  might  drift 
out  of  gunshot  before  she  discovered  that  he  had  anchored.  The 
halser,  however,  unfortunatel}'  parted,  and  with  it  failed  the  last 
Jingering  hope  of  the  Essex.  The  ship  had  taken  fire  several  times 
duriiig  the  action,  but  at  this  moment  her  situation  was  awfuJ. 
She  was  on  fire  both  forward  and  aft;  the  flames  were  bursting 
up  each  hatchway;  a  large  quantity  of  powder  below  exploded, 
and  W'ord  was  given  that  the  fire  was  near  the  magazine.  Thus 
surrounded  by  horrors,  without  any  chance  of  saving  the  ship. 
Captain  Porter  turned  his  attention  to  rescuing  as  many  of  his 
brave  companions  as  possible.  Finding  his  distance  from  the 
shore  did  not  exceed  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  he  hoped  man}- 
would  be  able  to  save  themselves  should  the  ship  blow  up.  His 
boats  had  been  cut  to  pieces  by  the  enemy's  shot,  but  he  advised 
puch  as  could  swim  to  jump  overboard  and  make  for  shore.  Some 
•cached  it.  ..some  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  some  perished  in 
■:he  attempt;  but  most  of  this  loyal  and  gallant  crew  preferred 
sharing  the  fate  of  their  ship  and  their  commander. 

Those  who  remained  on  board  now  endeavoured  to  extinguish 
the  flames,  and  having  succeeded,  went  again  to  the  guns  and 
kept  up  a  firing  for  a  few  minutes;  but  the  crew  had  by  this  time 
become  so  weakened  that  ail  further  resistance  was  in  vain.  Cap- 
tain Porter  summoned  a  consultation  of  the  officers  of  divisions, 
but  was  surprised  to  find  only  acting  Lieutenant  Stephen  Decatur 
M'Knight  remaining;  of  the  others  some  had  been  killed,  others- 
knocked  overboard,  and  otiiers  carried  below  disabled  by  severe 
wounds.  The  accounts  from  every  part  of  the  ship  were  deplo- 
rable in  the  extreme  ;  representing  her  in  the  most  shattered  and 
crippled  condition,  in  imminent  danger  of  sinking,  and  so  crowded 
with  the  wounded  that  even  the  birth  deck  could  contain  no  more, 
and  many  were  killed  while  under  the  surgeon's  hands.  In  the 
mean  while  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of  the  smoothness  of  the 
water  and  his  secure  distance,  was  enabled  to  keep  up   a  delibe- 
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yate  and  constant  fire,  aiming  with  coolness  and  certainty  as  if 
firing  at  a  target,  and  hitting  the  hull  at  every  shot.  At  lengthy 
utterly  despairing  of  saving  th*,-  ship.  Captain  Porter  was  com- 
pelled, at  20  minutes  past  6  P.  M.  to  give  the  painful  order  to 
strike  the  colours.  It  is  probable  the  enemy  did  not  perceive  that 
the  ship  had  surrendered,  for  he  continued  firing ;  several  men 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  different  parts  of  the  ship,  and  Cap- 
tain Porter  thinking  he  intended  to  show  no  quarter,  was  about  to 
rehoist  his  flag  and  to  fight  until  he  sunk,  when  the  enemy  de^ 
sisted  his  attack  ten  minutes  after  the  surrender. 

The  foregoing  account  of  this  battle  is  taken  almost  verbatim 
from  the  letter  of  Captain  Porter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 
Making  every  allowance  for  its  being  a  partial  statement,  this 
must  certainly  have  been  one  of  the  most  sanguinary  and  obsti- 
nately contested  actions  on  naval  record.  The  loss  of  the  Essex 
is  a  sufficient  testimony  of  the  desperate  bravery  with  which  she 
was  defended.  Out  of  255  men  which  comprised  her  crew,  fifty 
eight  were  kiUed  ;  thirty-nine  wounded  severely;  twenty-seven 
slightly;  and  thirty-one  missing,  making  in  all  154.  She  was 
completely  cuf  to  pieces,  and  so  covered  with  the  dead  and  dying, 
with  mangled  limbs,  with  brains  and  blood,  and  all  the  ghastly 
images  of  pain  and  death,  that  the  officer  who  came  on  board  to 
take  possession  of  her,  though  accustomed  to  scenes  of  slaughter, 
was  struck  with  sickening  horror,  and  fainted  at  the  shocking 
spectacle. 

Thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of  Valparaiso  were  spectators  of 
the  battle,  covering  the  neighbouring  heights :  for  it  was  fought 
so  near  the  shore  that  some  of  the  shot  even  struck  among  the  cit- 
izens, who,  in  the  eagerness  of  their  curiosity,  had  ventured 
down  upon  the  beach.  Touched  by  the  forlorn  situation  of  the 
Essex,  and  filled  with  admiration  at  the  unflagging  spirit  and  per 
severing  bravery  of  her  commander  and  crew,  a  generous  anxiety 
ran  throughout  the  multitude  for  their  fate  :  bursts  of  delight  arose 
when,  by  any  vicissitude  of  battle,  or  prompt  expedient,  a  chance 
seemed  to  turn  up  in  their  favour;  and  the  eager  spectators  were 
seen  to  wring  their  hands,  and  uttered  groans  of  sympathy,  when 
the  transient  hope  was  defeated,  and  the  gallant  little  frigate  once 
more  became  an  unresisting  object  of  deliberate  slaughter. 

Though,  from  the  distance  and  positions  which  the  enemy 
chose,  this  battle  was  chiefly  fought  on  our  part  by  six  twelve 
pounders  oaly,  yet  great  damage  was  done  to  the  assailing  ships. 
Their  masts  and  yards  were  badly  crippled,  their  hulls  much  cut 
up;  the  Phoebe,  especially,  received  18  twelve  pound  shot  below 
her  water  line,  some  three  feet  under  water.  Their  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  not  ascertained,  but  must  have  been  severe  ; 
the  first  lieut-^nant  of  the  Phoebe  was  killed,  and  Captain  Tucker, 
of  the  Cherub,  was  severely  wounded.     It  was  with  some  diffi- 
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julty  l.'iat  i.;c  PhcBbe  and  the  Essex  could  be  kept  afloat  until  ih<:^ 
iiiolioied  the  next  morning  in  the  port  of  Valparaiso. 

Much  indignation  ha*  been  e?:;;reGGed  against  Commodoie  Hill- 
■  ar  for  liis  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  of  his  private' 
.'greement  with  Captain  Porter,  by  attacking  him  in  the  neutral 
waters  of  Valparaiso  ;  waving  all  discussion  of  these  points,  it 
may  barely  be  observed,  that  his  cautious  atcack  with  a  vastly  su- 
perior force,  on  a  crippled  ship,  which,  relying  on  his  forbearance, 
had  placed  herself  in  a  most  defenceless  situation,  and  which  for 
six  weeks  previous  had  offered  him  fair  fight,  on  advantageous 
terms,  though  it  m,ay  reflect  great  credit  on  his  prudence,  yet 
certainly  furnishes  no  triumph  to  a  brave  and  generous  mind. 

Captain  Porter  and  his  crew  were  paroled,  and  permitted  tore- 
turn  to  the  United  States  in  the  Essex  junior,  her  armament  being 
previously  taken  out.  On  arriving  off  the  port  of  New-York^ 
they  were  overhaled  by  the  Saturn  razee,  the  authority  of  Com 
modore  Hillyar  to  grant  a  pas.<'port  was  questioned,  and  the  Es 
sex  junior  detained.  Captain  Porter  then  told  the  boarding  offi 
cer  that  he  gave  up  his  parole,  and  considered  himself  a  prisone; 
of  war,  and  as  such  should  use  all  means  of  escape.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  threat  the  Eseex  junior  was  ordered  to  remain  all 
night  under  the  lee  of  the  Saturn,  but  the  next  morning  Captain 
Porter  put  off  in  his  boat,  though  thirty  miles  from  shore  ;  and, 
notwithstanding  he  was  pursued  by  the  Saturn,  effected  his  escape, 
and  landed  safely  on  Long  Island.  His  reception  in  the  United 
States  has  been  such  as  his  great  services  and  distinguished  valour 
deserved.  The  various  interesting  and  romantic  rumours  that 
had  reached  this  ccurtry  concernirig  him,  durmg  hij  cruise  inthe 
Pacific,  had  excited  lii'j  curiosity  of  the  public  to  ste  this  modern 
Sinbad  ;  on  arriving  in  New  York  his  carriage  was  surrounded 
by  the  populace,  who  took  out  the  horses,  and  dragged  him,  with 
shouts  and  acclamations,  to  his  lodgings. 

The  Alligator Towards  the  latter  part  of  Januar}-,  1814,  the 

U.  S.  schooner  Alligator,  mounting  8  or  10  guns,  with  a  comple- 
ment of  40  men,  was  attacked  in  Stono  river  (six  miles  south  of 
the  channel  cf  Charleston,  S.  C.)  by  6  boats  from  the  enemy's 
squadron  off  the  mouth  of  the  river,  having  on  board  140  mcDj 
and  succeeded  in  beating  them  off,  after  a  warm  action  of  30  mi- 
nutes, in  which  the  enemy  sufi;ered  very  severely.  The  loss  on 
board  the  Alligator  was  2  killed  and  2  wounded.  Great  credit  is 
lue  to  her  commander,  Sailing-Master  Dent,  and  crew,  for  defeat 
■'ig  a  force  so  greatly  superior  in  numbers.* 
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Cruise  of  Commodore  Rodgers..,..On  Ihe  18th  oi  February, 
Commodore  Rodgers  arrived  at  Sandy  HooJt,  off  Newyork,  after 
a  cruise  of  75  divs,  during  which  he  captured  a  number  of  British 
.'iiercbant  vessels,  '-ind  narrowly  escaped  at  different  times,  a  very 
superior  force  of  the  enemy. 

Capture  of  the  Epervier On  the  29th  of  April,  in  lat,  27  47, 

long.  80  9,  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  Captain  Warrington, 
of  20  guns  and  160  men,'  captured,  after  an  action  of  42  minutes, 
the  British  brig  Epervier  of  18  guns  and  128  men,  having  on  board 
120,000  dollars  in  specie.  The  loss  on  board  the  Epervier  was 
3  killed  and  13  wounded;  among  the  latter  was  her  1st  lieuten- 
ant, who  lost  an  arm  and  received  a  severe  splinter  wound  orj 
the  hip.  Not  a  man  in  the  Peacock  was  killed,  and  only  two 
wounded  ;  and  the  injury  sustained  by  the  vessel  was  so  trifling 
that  in  15  minutes  after  the  Epervier  struck,  she  was  ready  for 
another  action. 

When  the  enemy  struck,  he  had  five  feet  of  water  in  his  hold, 
his  main  topmast  was  over  the  side,  his  main  boom  shot  away,  his 
foremast  cut  nearly  in  two  and  tottering,  his  bowsprit  badly  woun- 
ded, and  45  shot  holes  in  his  hull,  20  of  which  were  within  a  foot 
of  his  water  line.  By  great  exertions,  the  Epervier  was  got  in 
sailing  order  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

■^On  the  1st  of  May,  the  Epervier  arrived  at  Savannah;  and  on 
the  4th,  the  Peacock  reached  the  same  place,  after  having  been 
separated  from  her  prize  and  chased  for  four  o.r  five  days  by  a  su- 
perior force  of  enemy's  vessels. 

Cruise  of  the  Wasp On  the  1st  of  May,  the   U.  S.   sloop  o; 

war  Wasp,  of  18  guns  and  173  men.  Captain  Blakely  command 
er,  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  on  a  cruise,  and  on  the  28th  of 
June,  in  lat.  48  36,  long.  11  15,  after  having  made  several  cap- 
tures, she  felliu  with,  engaged,  and  after  an  action  of  19  minutes, 
captured  his  Britannic  majesty's  sloop  of  war  Reindeer,  William, 
Manners,  esquire,  commander.  The  Reindeer  mounted  sixteen 
24  pound  carronades,  two  long  6  or  9  pounders,  and  a  shifting  12 
pound  carronade,  with  a  complerpent  on  board  of  118  men.  She 
was  literally  cut  to  pieces  in  aline  with  her  ports;  her  upper 
works,  boats  and  spare  spars  were  one  complete  wreck,  and  a 
breeze  springing  up  the  day  after  the  action,  her  foremast  went  by 
the  board;  when  the  prisoners  having  been  taken  on  board  the 
Wasp,  she  was  set  on  fire^and  soon  blew  up. 

The  loss  en  board  the  Reindeer  was  2i  killed  and  42  wounded, 
her  captain  being-  among  the  former.  On  board  the  Wasp  5  were 
killed  and  21  wounded.  More  than  one  half  of  the  wounded  en- 
emy were,  in  consequence  of  the  severity  and  extent  of  their 
wounds,  put  on  board  a  Portuguese  brig  and  sent  to  England. ..^v 
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The  loss  of  the  Americans,  although  not  as  severe  as  ti;at  of  the 
British,  was  owing,  in  a  degree,  to  the  proximit}'  of  the  two 
■vessels  during  the  action,  and  the  extreme  smoothness  of  the  sea, 
but  chiefly  in  repelling  boarders. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  the  Wasp  put  into  L'Orrent,  France,  after 
capturing  an  additional  number  of  prizes,  where  she  remained  un- 
;il  the   27th  of  August,  when  she  again   sailed  on  a  cruise.     On 
the  1st  of  September  she  fell   in   with   the  British  sloop  of  war 
Avon,  of  20  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Abuthnot,  and  after  an 
action  of  45  minutes,  compelled  her  to  surrender,  her  crew  being 
nearly  all  killed  or  wounded.     The  guns  were  then  ordered  to  be 
secured,  and  a  boat  lowered  from  the  Wasp  in  order  to  take  pos- 
session of  the   prize.     In  the  act  of  lowering  the  boat,  a  second 
enemy's  vessel  vvas  discovered   astern  and  standing  towards  the 
Wasp.     Captain  Blakely  immediately  ordered   his  crew   to  their 
quarters,  prepared  every  thing  for  action,  and  awaited  her  coming 
up.     In  a  few  minutes  after,  two  additional  sail  were  discovered 
bearing  down  upon  the   Wasp.     Captain   Blakely  stood  off  with 
the  expectation  of  drawing  the  first  from  its  companions ;  but  in 
this  he  was  disappointed.     She   continued  to   approach  until  she 
came   close   to  the   stern   of  the    Wasp,  when    she  haled  by  fhe 
wind,  fired  her  broadside,  (which  injured    the  Wasp  but  trifling,) 
and  retraced  her  steps  to  join  her  consorts.     Captain  Blakely  was 
now   necessitated  to  abandon  the   Avon,  which  had   by  this   time 
become  a  total  wreck,  and  which    so-^n  after  sunk,  the  surviving 
part  of  her  crew  having  barely  time  to  escape  to  the  other  ene- 
my's vessels. 

On  board  the  Avon  40  were  killed  and  60  wounded.  The  loss 
sustained  by  the  Wasp  was  2  killed  and  1  wounded. 

The  Wasp  afterwards  continued  her  cruise,  making  great  ha- 
.  oc  among  English  merchant  vessels  and  privateers,  destroying  an 
•mmense  amount  of  the  enemy's  property.  From  the  1st  of  May 
until  the  20th  of  September,  she  had  captured  15  vessels,  most  of 
which  she  destroyed. 

The  Peacock,  Captain  Warrington,  arrived  at  Newyork  to- 
ward the  latter  part  of  October,  from  a  cruise  of  147  days,  hav- 
ing made  14  prizes,  valued  at  494,222  dollars  ;  12  of  which 
were  burnt  or  sunk,  and  2  made  cartels  for  prisoners. 

Gunboat  action On   the   19th   of  May,  Commodore  Lewis, 

commanding  the  U.  S.  flotilla  on  the  Newyork  station,  discovered 
the  enemy  in  pursuit  of  a  brig  under  American  colours,  standing 
for  Sandy  Hook;  when  he  ordered  a  detachment  of  11  gun-boats 
to  proceed  to  sea  and  pass  between  the  chase  and  the  enemy,  by 
•A'hich   means  to  bring  him  to  action,  and  give  opportunity  to  the 
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•hase  to  escape....all  which  was  effected ;  and  the  enemy,  after 
receiving  the  fire  of  the  boats  bore  away. 

On  the  23d,  Commodore  Lewis  engaged  the  enemy  before 
Newlondon,  and  opened  a  passage  for  40  sail  of  coasting  vessels  t 
the  action  lasted  3  hours,  in  which  the  flotilla  suffered  very  little, 
and  night  coming  on,  the  action  ceased.  The  enemy's  force  con- 
sisted of  two  ships  and  a  sloop  of  war,  and  from  appearance  suf- 
fered severely,  as  he  was  unwilling  to  renew  the  action  next 
morning. 

The  schooner  Santee,  Captain  Leavens,  on  her  way  to  Amelia 
Island,  with  cotton,  was  captured  by  the  boats  of  the  British  fri- 
gate Lacedemonian,  on  the  8th  of  August,  and  ordered  for  Ber- 
muda. On  the  10th,  at  10  o'clock  at  night,  while  under  way. 
Captain  Leavens  conceived  the  bold  idea  of  re-capturing  his  ves- 
sel alone.  He  accordingly  took  the  precaution  to  put  out  of  the 
way  the  axe  and  whatever  else  there  was  at  hand  that  could  be 
made  use  of  against  him.  He  then  armed  himself  with  a  brace 
of  pistols  and  sword  which  were  concealed  on  board,  and  com- 
menced the  daring  enterprise,  by  wounding  two  of  the  crew,  one 
severely  in  the  leg,  when  the  "other  three  surrendered  to  that  va- 
lour which  they  dare  not  withstand.  Having  secured  his  prison- 
ers. Captain  Leavens  put  about  his  vessel  and  stood  for  Charleston^, 
which  (with  the  assistance  of  his  prisoners,  whom  he  obliged  to 
assist  him  one  at  a  time,)  he  reached  on  the  12th  of  August,  amid 
the  cheerings  and  acclamations  of  the  citizens. 

The  General  Armstrong.H...ThQ  following  letter  from  John  D» 
Dabney,  esquire,  American  consul  at  Fayal,  (Portugal,)  gives  the 
particulars  of  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  that 
port,  in  an  attack  upon  the  privateer  General  Armstrong,  by  the 
enemy.  The  Armstrong  belonged  to  Nevvyork,  and  mounted  8 
long  S's  and  a  24  pounder. 

Fay  alt  October  5,  1814. 

S1R....I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  you  that  a  most  outrageous 
violation  of  the  neutrality  of  this  port,  in  utter  contempt  of  the 
laws  of  civilized  nations,  has  recently  been  committed  here,  by 
the  commanders  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  ships  Plantagenet,  Ro= 
ta  and  Carnatiouj,  against  the  American  private  armed  brig  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  Samuel  C.  Reid,  commander  ;  but  I  have  great 
satisfaction  in  being  able  to  add,  that  this  occurrence  terminated 
in  one  of  the  most  brilliant  actions  on  the  part  of  Captain  Reid, 
his  brave  officers  and  crew,  that  can  be  found  on  naval  record. 

The  American  brig-  came  to  anchor  in  this  port  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  26th  of  September,  and  at  sunset  of  the  same  day,  the 
3  K 
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above  named  ships  suddenly  appeared  in  Iheae  roads;  it  being 
nearly  calm  in  the  port,  was  rather  doubtful  if  the  privateer  could 
escape  if  she  got  under  way,  and  relying  on  the  justice  and  good 
faith  of  the  British  captains,  it  was  deemed  most  prudent  to  re- 
main at  anchor.  A  little  after  dusk  Captain  Reid  seeing  some  sus- 
picious movements  on  the  part  of  the  British,  began  to  warp  his 
vessel  close  under  the  guns  of  the  castle,  and  while  doing  so,  he 
was  at  about  8  o'clock,  P.  M.  approached  by  four  boats  from  the 
ships  filled  with  armed  men.  After  hailing  them  repeatedly  and 
warning  them  to  keep  off,  he  ordered  his  men  to  fire  upon  them 
and  killed  and  wounded  several  men.  The  boats  returned  the 
fire  and  killed  one  man  and  wounded  the  first  lieutenant  of  the 
privateer,  and  returned  to  their  ships;  and^  as  it  was  now  light 
moonlight,  it  was  plainly  perceived  from  the  brig  as  well  as  from 
the  shore,  that  a  formidable  attack  was  premeditating.  Soon  af- 
ter midnight,  12  or  more  large  boats,  crowded  with  men  from 
the  ships,  and  armed  with  carronades,  swivels  and  blunderbusses, 
small  arras,  &c.  attacked  the  brig;  a  severe  contest  ensued  which 
lasted  about  40  minutes  and  ended  in  the  total  defeat  and  partial 
destruction  of  the  boats,  with  a  most  unparalleled  carnage  on  the 
part  of  the  British.  It  is  estimated  by  good  judges  that  near  four 
hundred  men  were  in  the  boats  when  the  attack  commenced,  and 
no  doubt  exists  in  the  minds  of  the  numerous  spectators  of  the 
scene,  that  more  than  one  half  of  them  were  killed  or  wounded ; 
several  boats  were  destroyed  ;  two  of  them  remained  along  side 
of  the  brig  literally  loaded  with  their  own  dead.  From  these  two 
boats  only  seventeen  reached  the  shore  alive  ;  most  of  them  were 
severely  wounded.  The  whole  of  the  following  day  the  British 
were  occupied  in  burying  their  dead ;  among  them  were  two 
lieutenants  and  one  midshipman  of  the  Rota... .the  first  lieut. 
of  the  Plantagenet,  it  is  said,  cannot  survive  his  wounds,  and  ma- 
ny of  the  seamen  who  reached  their  sliips  were  mortally  wound- 
ed and  have  been  dying  daily.  The  British,  mortified  at  this  sig- 
nal and  unexpected  defeat,  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  extent  ot 
the  loss;  they  admit  however  that  they  lost  in  killed  and  who 
have  died  since  the  engagement,  upwards  of  120  of  the  flower  of 
their  officers  and  m€n.  The  captain  of  the  Rota  told  me  he  lost 
70  mt-n  from  his  ship.  Two  days  after  this  affair  took  place  the 
British  sloops  of  war  Thais  and  Calypso  came  into  port,  when 
Capt.  Lloyd  immediately  took  them  into  requisition  to  carry  home 
the  wounded  officers  and  seamen.  They  have  sailed  for  England, 
one  on  the  2d  and  the  other  on  the  4th  inst.  each  carried  25 
badly  wounded.  Those  who  were  slightly  wounded,  to  the  num- 
ber, as  I  am  informed,  of  about  30,  remained  on  board  of  their  re- 
spective ships,  and  sailed  last  evening  for  Jamaica.     Strict  orders 
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vifere  given  that  t^e  slaops  of  war  should  take  no  letters  whatev- 
er to  England,  and  those  orders  were  rigidly  adhered  to. 

In  face  of  the  testimony  of  all  Fayal,  and  a  number  of  respecta- 
ble strangers,  who  happened  to  be  in  this  place  at  the  naoraent^ 
the  British  commander  endeavors  to  throw  the  odium  of  this  trans- 
action on  the  American  captain,  Reid,  alledging  that  he  sent  the 
boats  merely  to  reconnoitre  the  brig,  and  without  any  hostile  in- 
tentions ;  the  pilots  of  the  port  did  inform  them  of  the  privateer 
the  moment  they  entered  the  port.  To  reconnoitre  an  enemy's 
vessel  in  a  friendly  port,  at  night,  with  four  boats,  carrying,  by 
the  best  accounts,  120  men,  is  certainly  a  strange  proceeding! 
The  fact  is,  they  expected,  as  the  brig  was  warping  in,  that  the 
Americans  would  not  be  prepared  to  receive  them,  and  they  had 
hopes  of  carrying  her  by  a  "  coup  de  main."  If  any  thing  could 
add  to  the  baseness  of  this  transaction  on  the  part  of  the  British 
commander,  it  is  the  want  of  candour  openly  and  boldly  to  avow 
the  facts.  In  vain  can  he  expect  by  such  subterfuge  to  shield  him'- 
self  from  the  indignation  of  the  world, and  the  merited  resentment 
of  his  own  government  and  nation  for  thus  trampling  on  the  sove- 
reignty of  their  most  ancient  and  faithful  ally,  and  for  the  wanton 
sacrifice  of  British  lives. 

On  the  part  of  the  Americans  the  loss  was  comparatively  no- 
thing; 2  killed  and  7  wounded:  of  the  slain  we  have  to  lament 
the  loss  of  the  2d  lieutenant,  Mr.  Alexander  O.  Williams,  of 
Newyork,  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer. 

Among- the  wounded  are  Messrs.  Worth  and  Johnson,  1st  and 
3d  lieutenants ;  Captain  Reid  was  thus  deprived,  early  in  the  ac- 
tion, of  the  services  of  all  his  lieutenants  ;  but  his  cool  and  intre-- 
pid  conduct  secured  him  the  victory. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  ult.  one  of  the  British  ships  placed 
herself  near  the  shore  and  commenced  a  heavy  cannonade  on  the 
privateer.  Finding  further  resistance  unavailing.  Captain  Ried 
ordered  her  to  be  abandoned  after  being  partially  destroyed, 
to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  soon  af- 
ter sent  their  boats  and  set  her  on  fire. 

At  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  (soon  after  the  first  attack)  I  appli- 
ed to  the  governor,  requesting  his  excellency  to  protect  the  priva- 
teer, either  by  force  or  by  such  remonstrance  to  the  commander  of 
the  squadron  as  would  cause  him  to  desist  frona  any  further  at- 
tempt. The  governor  indignant  at  what  had  passed,  but  feeling 
himself  totally  Unable  with  the  slender  naeans  he  possessed,  to  resist 
such  a  force,  took  the  part  of  remonstrating,  which  he  did  in  for- 
cible but  respectful  terms.  His  letter  to  Captain  Lloyd  had  no 
other  effect  than  to  produce  a  menacing  reply  insulting  in  the 
highest  degree.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  indignation  of  the  pub- 
lic authcrities,  as  wefl   as  of  all  rank^  and  descriptions  of  persons 
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here,  at  this  uuprovoked  enormity.  Such  was  the  rage  of  the 
British  to  destroy  this  vessel,  that  no  regard  was  paid  to  the  safety 
of  the  town ;  some  of  the  inhabitants  were  wounded,  and  a  num- 
ber of  houses  were  much  damaged.  The  strongest  representa 
tions  on  this  subject  are  prepared  by  the  governor  for  his  court. 

Since  this  affair  the  commander,  Lioyd,  threatened  to  send  on 
shore  an  armed  force,  and  arrest  the  privateer's  crew ;  saying, 
Ihere  were  raaoy  Englishmen  among' them;  and  our  poor  fellows, 
afraid  of  his  vengeance,  have  fled  to  the  mountains  several  times, 
and  have  been  harassed  extremely.  At  length.  Captain  Lloyd, 
fearful  of  losing  more  men  if  he  put  his  threats  in  execution, 
adopted  this  stratagem  :  he  addressed  an  official  letter  to  the  gov- 
ernor, stating  that  in  the  American  crew  were  two  men  who  de- 
serted from  his  squadron  in  America,  and  as  they  were  guilty  of 
high  treason,  he  required  them  to  be  found  and  given  up.  Ac 
cordingly  a  force  was  sent  into  the  country,  and  the  American 
seamen  were  ^rrested  and  brought  to  town,  and  as  they  could 
not  designate  the  said  pretended  deserters,  all  the  seamen  h^re 
passed  an  examination  of  the  British  officers,  but  no  such  persons 
were  to  be  found  among  them.  I  was  requested  by  the  governor 
and  British  consul  to  attend  this  humiliating  examination,  as  was 
also  Captain  Reid ;  but  we  declined  to  sanction  by  our  presence 
any  such  proceedings. 

Captain  Reid  has  protested  against  the  British  commanders  oi 
the  squadron  for  the  unwarrantable  destruction  of  his  vessel  in  a 
neutral  and  friendly  port,  as  also  against  the  government  of  Por 
tugal  for  their  inability  to  protect  him. 

No  doubt  this  government  will  feel  themselves  bound  to  make 
ample  indemnification  to  the  owners,  officers  and  crew  of  this 
vessel,  for  the   great   loss  they  have  severally  sustained. 

I  shall,  as  early  as  possible,  transmit  a  statement  of  this  trans- 
action to  our  minister  at  Rio  Janeiro,  for  his  government. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant. 

JOHN  B.  DABNEY. 
To  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  U.  S.  Washington. 

List  of  British  vessils  captured  during  the  year  \tn— extracted  from  Niles'  Weekly  Begister, 

Tiriff -with  provisions,  by  tbe  Fo.\.  Brig  Tercilla  with  fish,  by  do  and  burnt- 

Schooner  riai-y  by  the  Macedonian— ransom-  ship ol  500  tons,  by  the  Chasseur  of  Bal' 

€(].  timore.  with  a  lull  cargo  of  crockery,  hardware. 

Sloop by  the  Hope— divesttd  of  a  quan-  white  lead  dry  poods,  etc.  she  was  under  Swedish  ' 

lity  iif  dry  goods  and  given  up.  colours,  but  the   pi-operty  was  unquestionably 

Ship     Wanderer,   7    guns,   with    plantation  British. 

.storis,  by  the  President  .'risate,  deprived  of  her  Ship 400  tons,    2  long  twelve  pounders, 

light  articles  anu  sunk  with  an  immensely  valuable  cargo  of   Turkislii 

5'hip  Edward  by  do— stmk.  goods,  by  the  True  Blooded  Yankee. 

bchiiontr  Jonathan '.wth  dry  goods  and  rum.  Ship  -— 400  tons.   ;6  guns  nine  pounders, 

by  do.  divested  uf  her  cargo  and  sunk.  with  hides   tallow  etc   by  do 

Brig  Britannia  with  spirit,  etc.  by  the  Mars.  'I  wo  vessel  by  the  Frolic— one  destroyed    t!i6 

Schooner  Cmfew  vith  fish   and   oil,  by  the  other  made  a  cartel  of 

AI&e(U  Arroed  schooner,  Ibiwerly  the  American  pri- 
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v&teer  Elbridge  GeiTj-,  with  fish  and  oil,  by  a 
Saltimore  letter  of  marque 

Shi|i with  dry  goods  etc    by  the  letter  oi" 

ma'quf  schiioner  Delille  of  Ualtimore.and  suiik 
The  :.>i|ille  hal  previously  captured  and  man- 
ned a  ver>  valuable  vessel  and  could  not  spare 
hands  10  man  th*:  second  priZf 

Ship  — with  a  uU  uar^o  of  drugs,  oil,  paints, 
etc.  by  theU  S  brig  Knterprize 
Brig  iuperb  wth  sal',  by  the  Mars- 
British    privateer  Mars   M  guns  by  the  U.  S. 
brigs  Rattlesnake  and  Enterprise 

Brig  Juno    with  oil  fish,  ett.  by  the  Grand 
Turk  ^     „. 

Brig  Friends  of  Halifax,  With  rum.  by  the  Di- 
omede  of  Salem. 

Schooner  Sea   Flower,  by  the  Tuckahoe  of 
Baltimore— burnt 
Schooner  liazard  by  do.  and  given  up. 
Brig   Sovereign,  3  0  tons    with    an  assorted 
cargo  b>  the  America- 
Ship  Diana  with  spars,  by  do.  and  burnt. 
Schooner  vVilliam  with  sugar,  coffee  and  mo- 
Jaises,  by  the  Uiomede. 

Schooner  Mary  and  Joseph  with  rum  and  su- 
gar, hv  do 

Brig  Bykar  with  earthen  ware,  hollow  ware, 
etc.  by  the  Fox. 

Schooner  Hope  with  rum,  sugar  and  lime- 
'.Uice,  by  the  Dioniede. 

Brig  Rambler  with  coffee,  by  the  Rattlesnake 
aiid  t.ntr;rprizt— burnt 
^ic10Uller  Eliza  with  salt  by  do- 
Ship  Lady    rrevost  in  ballast,  by  the  Invinci- 
ble ol' Salem 

Schooner  Susan  and  Eliza,  with  coffee,  by  the 
Mars 

yi;"noo:ier  ^  ailed  a  Spaniard,  but  with  a 

Brinli  lie  nee  and  good  prize,  by  the  Viper 

Schooner .   \aluable    with  dry  goods  and 

provisions  by  the  Fairy  of  Baltimore. 

Brig  Falcon,  200  tons.  lO  guns,  with  dry  goods 
worth  50,000?.  sterhng,  by  the  \nierica. 
Brig  Superb  by  the  Mars. 

Schooner  with   mm  and  sugar,  by  the 

Viper 

Ship ■  under  Russian  colours,  with  cotton, 

by  the  Saucy  Jack— cargo  supposed  to  be  Bri- 
tish. 
Bi'ig  Brothers  by  the  America 
Ship  Victory,   iz  guns,   by   the   Viper,  with 
«:otton.  coffee,  indigo    nicaragua  and  logwood— 
immensely  valuable. 

Four  valuable  ships  by  the  Rattlesnake. 

5hip worth  a  million  of  francs,  by  do. 

biig  Klixabeth  in  ballast,  with  some  valuable 
dry  goods  which  she  was  divested  of  by  the  Car- 
oline 

Ship  Annette  Catharine,  called  a  Swetle,  by 
the  Saucy  Jack  This  vessel  was  from  Boston 
with  a  clearance  for  the  "West  Indit  s.  in  ballast,^ 
but  appears  to  have  had  on  board  a  cargo  of 
firovisiuns 

Schooner  Nimble  with  logwood,  by  do 
Schooner  Jason  with  dry  ^^oods.  b\  the  Caro- 
line—divested other  cargo  and  burnt. 

Schooner •  with  dry  goods  and  other  valu- 
able articles,  by  the  Kemp  o-  Baltimore. 
Schooner  frinitaria.  by  the  Saucy  Jack. 
Nine  valuable  Biitish  vessels,  by  the  Neufcliat- 
tel  (belonging  to   New-York)  on   the    enemy's 
coast    anil    sent   into   France  or  destroyed. 

Nine  vessels  by  the  Comet— divested  ol  their 
valuables  and  destroyed 

Four  vessels  by  do.   and   lansomed— money 
paid- 
Two  vessels  by  do. 

Biig  Apollo,  -250  tons,  6  guns,  with  sai:,  by 
the  America 

Brig  Aim  by  do  and  given  up  to  release  tie 
prisoners. 

Cutter  Patty  by  do  — su'nk.  • 
Brig  — «>  by  do.— Junk- 


Brig  Henry.  «  guiij,  200  tons,  with  dry  goods 
and  other  valuable  articles  worth  40,000/.  ster- 
ling by  the  Governor   loiiipkins. 
Brig  Abel  with  sugar  etc. 

Ship '  in  ballast,  by  the  InvincibJe- 

Schuoner  Enccuragement  with  sugar,  molas< 
ses  and  rum  by  the  Frolic— destroyed 

Brig  Two  sisters  with  wine,  fruits,  etc.  by  ib^ 
Wasp- 

Scliooner     iope  with  lumber,  beef,  cH,  etcv 
by  the  America- burnt- 
Schooner  Sylph  with  fish,  oil,  etc.  by  do.  and 
burnt. 
Schooner  Eclipse  with  salt  by  the  Wasp. 
Schooner  Cobham  by  the  Jonquilla  of  N.  Y. 
Brig  Louisa  with  oil  and  fish,  by  the  Kemp. 
Ship  Heue  with  coal,  lumber,  etc.  by  ;heSur-* 
prize. 

His  maiesty's  schooner  Picton,  by  the  frigate 
Constitution---destroy.ed. 

Ship  Lovely  Ann  by  do.  and  given  up  to  dis- 
charge prisoners 

Schountr  Phceiiix  by  do.  cargo  removed  and 
vessel  destroyed. 

Brig  Nimble  with  West- India  produce,  by  the 
Invincible 
Brig  Ceres  in  ballast,  by  the  Grampus— bnrnt. 

Schooner with   sugar,  by  the  Saratoga. 

schooner  Friends'  Ad\  enture  with  rum,  mt> 
lasses,  sugar,  etc.  by  the  Fox. 

Brig  Fanny  with  fish  by  the  Galloway  oV 
New-York 

Brig ■  with  lumber  by  the  Fox— burnt. 

Schooner with  mahogany,  by  the  Snap 

Dragon 

Schooner  Kentish  with  sugar,  by  the  Sara- 
toga. 

Schooner  Prince  Regent  10  guns,  by  the  In- 
vincible—divested of  her  armament,  etc  and 
given  up. 

Cutter  Lyon  with  dry  goods,  hardware,  etc. 
by  do— divested  of  the  most  valuable  of  her 
goods  and  given  up. 

Brig  forisea,  8  guns  by  do— divested  etc.  and 
given  up. 

Brig  Conwafy  10  guns  with  di-y  geods,  bydo 
—manned  and  ordered  for  the  United  States. 

Schoonev  Francis  and  Lucy  witli  fish  oil  and 
lumber  by  do  and  given  up  to  tiie  priboners. 

Brig  Marg'arctta  with  wine,  by  do— given  up 
as  having  been  taken  within  the  Spanish  juris- 
dicsio.j 

Brig  James  by  the  Young  Wasp— divested  cl' 
part  o.  ker  cargo,  manned  and  ordered  into  port. 
Two  vessels  by  do— one   destroyed,  the  other 
given  up  to  release  prisoners. 

A  vessel  with  t'lirs  on  Lake  Champlajn,  by 
the  Alert  of  Burlington 

Ship  Union  witli  sugar  and  coffee,  by  the 
Rambler— re-captured   but  lost. 

Brig  Fair  Stranger  with  fish,  oil,  etc.  by  tlie 
Fox 

I'he  Mary,  a  Briiish  transport,  with  62  French. 
prisoners  to  England  from  Sicily,  by  the  Rat- 
tlesiiaiie.  The  enemy  made  battle,  but  was 
soun  compelled  to  haul  do\vn  his  colours,  the 
captain  and  two  seamen  beiiig  killed,  and  three 
wounded  I'he  officers  who  have  arrived  in 
England  grfatly  extol  the  gentlemanly  conduct 
of  Captain  Aloflit.  ^e  gave  them  their  person- 
al pv.ipiriy. 

Brig witli  provisions,  by  the  Expedition 

—destroyed 

Schooner  Miranda,  by  the  Chasseur,  divested 
of  some  dry  g.iods  and  burnt. 

Sloop  Martha,  with  government  stores,  by  dot 
divdSiedof  the  valuable  part  of  her  cargo,  the 
otliei  being  destroyed— then  made  a  carul  of  to 
reLase  prisoners 

Two  other  vessels  by  do,  and  destroyed  ;  one 
oftheinh»<t  '.'ti  ?>0Ar-i  a  quiutity  of  mwieyjm 
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Brig  Experience  by  tUt  Caroline,  but  lost- 
crew  saved 

Sliip  Experience,  with  a  full  canjo  of  dry 
goods,  plass  ware,  etc.  worth  2i0.0u0  dollars, 
by  the  Rapid. 

Schooner with  rum,  cocoa,  etc    by   the 

Perry  of  lialtimore 

Schooner  Francis  widi  bullocks,  by  the  Midas 
of  Baltimore— burnt. 

Schooner  Appalladore  with  fruit,  by  do.  and 
sunk 

Schooner  William  and  sloop  Irwin,  by  do. 
and  sent  in  as  cartel*  with  prisoners 

Brig  Bellona,  with  wine  and  fruit  by  the 
Globe. 

Schooner  Hrince  Regent  with  truit.  wine  and 
oil  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Adams,  and  burnt— worth 
17,000  doilai-s. 

Schooner  Industry  worth  13,600  dollars,  by 
do.  and  burnt 

Sloop with  rice  by   do— divested   of  her 

cargo  and  given  up. 

Brig  Roebuck  by  do.  worth  «*  OCT  dollars  ;  a 
quantity  of  ivorj-  taken  out  and  the  restofher 
cargo  destroyed— then  given  up  to  parole  pris- 
oners. 

Ship  Equity  by  the  Rattlesnake— burnt 

Ship  Adston  by  do  — sUnk 

Schooner "by  the  Saratoga 

Sloop  —  by  the  boats  of  the  Saratoga— sunk. 

Schooner by  do  and  ransomed 

British  sloop  of  war  Epervier,  18  guns,  by  the 
V.  S  sloop  o'war  Feacock  of  the  same  rate. 

Sloop  Cjgnet  with  rum,  by  the  Saratoga. 

Schooner  Diligence  by  the  York  of  Baltimore, 
and  destroyed 

.?loop  Boiiita,  by  the  Delisle— destroyed 

Brig  Robert  with  fish  and  lumber,  by  the  Xe- 
bec Ultor  of  Baltimore. 

Brig  Favorite  by  the  David  Porter  of  New- 
Vovk— divested  of  her  valuable  articles  and  giv- 
en up. 

A  ship  under  Portuguese  colours  with  En- 
glish goods  British  property,  by  do  and  given  up 

A  brig  under  Swedish  colours  with  do.  by 
do.  and  do. 

Ship  Doris,  do.  do.  do. 

Brig  Curlew  full  ofwine.  by  do.  divested,  etc. 
and  burnt. 

Brig with  rum  and  sugar,  by  the  Rat- 
tlesnake 

Ship  .lames  by  the  loung  A\  a';?— divested  of 
2<  COO  dollars  in  specie,  but  alttrwaids  recap- 
ture<l. 

Brig  Swift.  *  guns  and  li  men,  with  sundries, 
byiht  Xi bee  Ultor. 

Brig  Caineiion  with  rum  and  molasses-  by  the 
Nammoth  of  Baltimore 

Two  xeesstls  by  the  Caroline— divested  of 
their  valuables  and  destroyed.  'Ihe  Caroline 
captimd  ihu-e  other  vessels  which  were  man- 
ned and  ordered  into  port. 

Ten  valuable  vessels  by  several  privateers, 
sent  in   sunk  ov  divested. 

Schooner  Mi'pe  with  tisli, by  the  Pike. 

fjchiioner  Picki  rel  with  (lr>  goods,  teas.  etc. 
by  do.  divested  and  desirovtd. 

Ship  .Askew  by  the  1  rue  Blooded  Yankee. 

Ship  P<  Ihara,  5«0  tons  (2  guns,  with  an  as- 
sorted cargo  of  India  and  British  goods  captur- 
ed after  a  smart  action  by  boarding,  by  the  sau- 

Ship  Fortuna.  Russian  colours,  with  sugars, 
by  the  Roger  of  Norfolk— cargo  enemy's  prop- 
Schooner   l'li«el)e  with  rum  and  molasses,  by 
the  Ha«k  of  Washington. 

Brig  Kutosoff.  ot  guns,  with  coffee,  cocoa 
"-"j  u""t'''  '''"^''  ^  ^'^'^  severe  action  and  ear- 
ned by  boarding,  by  the  Surprize— worth  5o,000 

SchooiKT  Young  Farm.fV  vii'h   indigo  worth 


40.000  dollars,  by  the  Hcnvy  Guilder  cl"  HeWV 
York 

Schooner  Miranda  with  dry  goods,  by  the 
Chasseur— divested  and  burnt 

Sloop  Martha  with  goveromeni  stores,  by  do. 
divested  of  some  of  the  cargo,  the  rest  destroy- 
ed—vessel made  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners. 

Schooner  Ann  Maria  with  provisions,  by  do. 
and  burnt 

American  schooner  William  with  a  quantity 
of  cash  in  gold,  by  do.  divested  ot  her  precious 
meul  and  burnt. 

folacre  ship  Joanna  with  wheat  and  barley 
worth  30.000  dollars  by  do.  and  sunk- 

Tw#  vessels  by  the  James  Monroe— burnt- 

Schooner  Biilliant,  6  guns.  1J7  tons,  with  oil, 
cotton  and  logwood,  by  the  Scourge. 

Ship  Symmetry  of  350  tons,  with  salt,  crates 
and  hardware,  by  do —burnt. 

■Ship  vVinclieiter  ot  400  tons,  with  a  full  car 
go  of  crates,  porter,  etc.  by  do.— burnt. 

Brig  Union  of  JOO  tons,  with  tobacco,  by  do  - 
burnt 

.\  new  ship  in  ballast,  by  do.— bumK 

Sloop by  do  and  made  a  cartel  of. 

t>hip  Caledonia  oi  300  tons,  by  do .  and  do. 

Brig  by  do.— sunk- 
Brig  Dove  with  lumber,  by  the  Fos— buml . 

Ship  Jane  in  Ballast,  divested  and  given  up 
to  release  prisoners. 

Brig  Balize  with  dry  goods,  hard  and  glas^ 
ware,  wortl.  80,000/   sterling,  by  do. 

Ship  .'lermaid  with  salt  and  coal,  by  the  Gen. 
Pike 

Ship  Commerce  with  barley  and  oats,  by  the 
Lawrence  of  Baltimore 

Ship  Upton,  270  tons,  16  guns.  i04  men,  with 
a  valuable  cargo,  after  a  pretty  warm  action, 
in  which  she  had  one  killed  and  one  wounded, 
by  the  Diumede 

Letter  ol  marcjue  ship  Hero,  by  the  prize  ship 
Ujitoii  alter  a  fight  of  20  miuutes,  and  given  up 
after  being divtsied-  etc.  I'he  Hero  had  nianv 
more  men  than  the  Upton. 

Brig  f  rovidence  by  the  Diomede— sunk. 

urig  .Jarmony  by  do.  and  sunk. 

Brig  Recovery  driven  ashore  by  do.  and  de 
Slroycd. 

Brig  Melpomene,  6  guns,  with  wine,  by  the 
Chasseur. 

Brig  Britaiiiiia  with  wine,  by  do. 

Brig with  rum  and  sii,;ar   by  the  Roger 

Schooner by  a  Baltimore  privateer 

Ship  Henry  Dundas  by  the  Kaitlesnake,  and 
released 

Brig  Indian  Lass  by  the  Grand  Turk— divert- 
ed ot  dry  goods  worth  6 j.oOO  dollars  and  30  pris 
oners— ordered  in. 

Brig  Catharine  by  do  -recaptured  by  the 
Britiih  and  again  captured  by  ilie  Grand  Itirk 
and  burnt. 

Sloop  Caroline  with  drj-  goods  etc-  by  do 
divtstid  andgivei  up.  l  he  Grand  1  urk  cap- 
tured several  other  vessels. 

Tliree  heavy  gun-boais,  one  carrying  a  long 
Zi  and  a  t>8lb  caironade— each  of  the  others  two 
heavy  guns  —and  two  cutters  with  about  180 
men  ill  ali,  and  tome  smaller  hoats,  by  the  rifle- 
men under  "  ^ajor  .-ipplingat  baiffly  Creek. 

Schooner  liaveller  with  lum  etc  by  the^ 
Diomede 

Brig  Ceres  with  400  tonsol  hides  and  tallow  ., 
iJy  the  Lawrence. 

-ihip  Cod  riook  with  salt,  dry  goods,  crate*, 
flour,  bri.au  and  iron,  by  the  Diomede. 

•Schooner  Vittoiiii     y  ih«  hiro  of  New- York- 

Valuaou  cargo  of  the  Russian  ship  Joachim, 
by  the  Carol jie—cjiidcmued  as  British  piop- 
eriy. 

Schooner  Robert  Hartwell  with  sugar  and 
»  t,i:.f..«,  \ii.rih>o.cct.  tlols.  I;\  the  1-ltio.. 
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Ufig  olSdelle  villi  salt,  b>  llie[Aradia  uf  Bal- 
V  more,  and  made  a  cartel  of 

Ilrig  Jessie,  6  guns  with  bread,  porter,  etc. 
k)y  do,  and  bunit 

Schooner  Ann  with  dry  goods,  by  do  divest- 
ed of  her  effeets,  and  sent  as  a  cartel    to  Mahla\ 

Two  vessels  by  ihe  Hero, and  ransomed 
1  Schooner  Octava  by  the  Harrison  ot'Baltiraon' 

BrifT  little  Box  and  a  schooner  by  thi  U  S. 
rioop  of  war  Frolic,  and  destroyetl. 

Schooner  Fuuchall  with  rum  and  sugar,  by 
-he  Hero.  .  ,  , 

SJhip  London  '"acket,  U  guns,  with  brandy 
ai'd  wine,  by  the  Chasseur. 

Brig  Astrca,  I4  guns,  wilh  fish,  by  the  -Mida' 
of  Baltimore. 

frivateer  schooner  Dasli  '  long  and  several 
small  guns  and  io  men,  by  do. 

Schooner  Union,  with  tiih  oil,  by  the  Ame- 
!ia(Of  Baltimore 

Gun  boat  Hlack  Snake,  on  the  St.  Lawrence. 
by  Lieut  Gregory  of  the  U  S  navy— destroy- 
ed. 

Sloop  Friendship,  with  dry  good?  and  specie 
iTOOO  dollars)  by  the  Revenge — divested  and 
destroyed. 

Schooner  Alejrt  by  do   and  do. 

S»hooner  Mar)-  Ann  bj  do— divested  and  giv- 
en up 

Sloop  Active,  with  lumber  by  the  Fairy,  and 
burnt. 

Brig  Lord  Nelson,  with  Beef,  by  tlie  Xebtc 
Ultor— burnt 

Schooner  Nancy,  in  ballast,  by  do.  and  do. 

Schooner with  sugar,  by  do.  divested  in 

part  and  burnt 

Schooner  —  with  su^ar,  by  do  and  burnt. 

Schooner in  ballast   by  do  and  made  a 

cartel  of 

Two  small  vssseli  by  do  and  burnt  The  Ul- 
tor manned  a  brig  of  M  guns  and  ordered  tor 
France;  and  two  otiiers  for  the  U.  S. 

Portuguese  ship  St.  Jose  with  di-y  goods,  hard 
ware  etc.  worth  S  or  600,000  dollars,  under- 
stood to  be  British  property,  by  the  Yankee 

Privateejr  schooner  Amnesty,  I  gun,  i4  men, 
by  the  Xebec  Ultor— burnt. 

Sloop  Tickler  by  do 

Schooner  Rambler  with  dry  goods,  by  the 
Pirry. 

Schooner  Fairy  2  guns  mounted  and  6  in  the 
iiold.  with  flour,  by  do 

Schooner  Balaboo  6  guns  and  10  men  by  do 

Eighteen  small  vessi  Is  by  do— di\ested  of  thtir 
s-aluabies  and  destroys  d     ^      ,,      , 

Ship  Friendship  under  Swedish  colours— car- 
'O  woi-th  100,000^  sterling,  supposed  to  be  Bri- 
tish property,  by  the    /erahl  "t  N   Y 

Bomb  vessel  burnt  at  Presque  Isle  by  two 
.7oats  from  Sackef  s  Harbour  ,■      .  a 

Ship  Hugh  Jones,  hy  the  Yankee— divested 
of  many  bales  o(  valuable  goods 

Schooner  Fox  by   the  Suifprize,  and  made  a 

"^*Brig°James  and  avid  in  ballast  by  do-cut 
away  her  masts  and  let  her  go. 

Brig  Fidebiy  by  do  and  burnt. 

A  tender  of  the  British  frigate  Tenedos  1 
brass  gun,  J  officers  and  lo  men  by  gunboat  No. 

*"  Schooner  Ellen  with  beef  pork  and  lard  by 
the  Herald.  ,  , 

Brig  Dukt  of  Vork  by  the  General  Armstrong, 
3Jld  burnt.  .      ,  , 

Sloop  George  with  pork, by  do— sunk. 

Brig  Switt  in  ballast,  by  do.  and  made  a  car- 

'  Brig  Defiance  with  whiskey,  butter  and  bread, 
?jy  do.  and  burnt        .  ,    ,     ^     ,  ,  , 

Brig  Friendship  with  do.  by  do.  and  do. 

Brig  Stag  with  a  full  cargo  of  dry  goods,  by 
.45--«v«sted  in  part  aiid  burnt 


Ship  Dorcas  by  the  bdats  ofu'x.  and  nuilu 

Sloop  Henrietta  with  stores,  by  do 

Ship  Berry  Castle,  6  guns,  wiili  barilla  ami 
some  wine,  by  the  Yauket— divested  and  pet- 
tuitdd  to  jiass. 

Stiiooiitr  Linnet  with  fish  and  oil,  by  the  Snap 
Dragi^oii 

."jthooncr by  do— divested  and  burnt. 

Si\  I es«ls  captured  in  the  i^nglish  channel 
and  sent  into  Havre.de-Giace  (France)  by  the 
t'riiice  ol  Nrulchatlel 

Brig by  the  liambkr  of  Boston— divested 

o:  a  quantity  wine  and  given  up 

A  brig  and  a  schooner  by  the  late  V.  S  br'ig 
Kattlesnake—sunk. 

Brig  Fortitude  with  hides,  coffee,  dye-wood, 
etc.  by  the  Surprite 

Schooner  G.  oige  Canning  with  Meriao  wool 
and  fiuit.  by  the  General  Armstrong. 

Ship  Pizarro  with  dry  goods,  crates,  copper 
and  salt,  by  the  Midas  of  Baltimore. 

Brig  Espiranza  with  cotton,  ti'.;e  and  flour,  by 
uo. 

Brig  Elsinori"  with  salt   by  do. 

Four  vessels  by  thi:  Harris-oi;  of  Baltimore- 
divested  of  gootls  to  the  value  of  18,000/  stcrliug 
and  given  up  or  destroyed. 

Schooner with  specie    by  do.  and  man-  • 

ned  for  the  U.  S 

Brig  Betsey  wijji  fish,  by  the  York  of  Haiti- 
more 

Ship  Alfred  in  ballast  by  the  Karpy. 

Ship  Antonia  with  dry  goods  brandy  and 
haidwarf  by  do 

Two  brigs  in  ballast  by  ditto— burnt. 

Schooner  Kenry  w  itli  li^li  by  the  oaratoga. 

Packet  frjncess  Euzabt-th,  8  guns  (t^o  long 
brass  9's  and  six  .is  lb  guunades)  and  38  men  ; 
captuied  bj  tlie  Harpey  after  a  warm  delcBce, 
in  which  she  had  some  killed  and  wounded  and 
was  much  cut  up.  She  had  on  board  a  I'urkisU 
ambassador  tor  i^ngland  ;  an  aid  to  a  British  ge- 
neral .  and  the  second  officer  ol  a  74.  She  was 
ransomed  for  iOOO  dollars,  after  being  divested 
of  10,000  dollars  in  specie,  her  two  brass  and  two 
other  guns,  (the  rest  being  thrown  overboard) 
five  pipes  o;  wine,  etc,  'Ihe  privateer  had  one 
man  killi  d 

Ship  Hero  with  codfish  by  the  Ida. 

East  India  Company's  ship  Countess  of  Har 
court  i  0  tons,  6  heavy  guns  and  vO  men,  with 
dry  goods  and  liquors,  by  tht  Sabine. 

f  acket,  the  cutter  Landraile,  —  guns,  S3  men, 
after  a  hard  battle  in  the  English  channel,  by 
the  Syren— divestetl, etc.  and  prisoners  brought 
to  .New-York. 

Two  brigs  by  do.  one  burnt,  the  other  divest- 
ed and  releustd. 

Fourteen  vessels  in  the  English  channel  by 
the  Governor  lonipkins— divested  ol  thtir  valu- 
ables and  burnt 

i)rig  Betsey  and  Mary  with  wool,  etc  by  the 
Kemp— divested  ot  loj  bales  merino  wool,  and 
burnt. 

ship  Calypso  under  Swedish  colours,  with 
Dutch  papi  rs,  by  do— divested  of  some  of  her 
cargo  and  permitted  to  pn.ceed 

Brig  Caledonia  under  Swedish  colours,  but 
with  British  papers  by  do— divested  ol  some  di-y 
goods  and  000  dollars  in  specie,  and  permitted 
to  proceed- 

Brig  New  Frederick  by  do— permitted  to  prO' 
ceed  out  of  humanity  to  an  Ualiuii  lady 

Schooner  Contract  with  iali,  by  the  Roger. 

Transport  brig  Doris,  by  the  Grampus 
Ship  Uoppet    and  brig  Eliza,  wi:h  cotton,  by 
the  Saucy  J.ick 

I'wo  iiierciianimen  by  the  U  S  brig  Syren 
and  burnt 

Brig  Melville,  U  gHns.  «ith  valuable  store- 
ehased  ashore  on  lake  Ontario  and  destroyed. 
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Schooner  Mary  with  drj'  fiooda  wsrth  SOoO^. 
iterlipp,  by  the  shark  of  New-Yoik. 

Brie  Hunter  10  guns  and  20  men  with  fish, 
*y  the  U.  S.  corvette  Aeiams  and  destroyed. 

nrig  Mary  by  do.  and  do 

Schooner  Favorite  with  salt,  by  do 


t>hip  London  with  timoer,  by  ivc.  and  liuin- 

6bif.Hosteihwell  in  ballast,  by  do.  and  burnt 

Brig  Nanty  with  dry  goods,  by  the  t'ortsmoutL 

of  Portsmouth— divested  oi  goods  worth  £1  OOOf. 

^^Sloop  hy  do— diverted  oi  her  valuables, 


Ship  fans  with  lumber  and  sluns  by  do.  and      and  given  "P,  .  ,  ^  .        .  .umber  bv 

lo-skins  worth  20  000  dollars  taken  out.  Schooner  Columbia  with  fish  and  lumber,  by 

Schooner  Maria  with  lumber,  by  do-  and  do. 


da 


S%"^^rwtrmkn  ;T^'kar!by  the  VaT         Brig  Fire  Fly  witj.  drugs,  wines  and  silks,  by 


Cutter  vVisp  by  the  Rattlesnake— bwint. 

Brig  Dover  by  do  and  do 

Brig  fickle  by  the  rike,  and  burnt. 

bcliooner by  do— divesteil  and  made   a 

lartel  of 
Schooner  Industrious  Bee  by  do— burnt. 
Schooner  Venus  by  do  and  do. 
Schooner  Lord  Nelson  by  do  and  do. 
Schooner  Hov-  by  do  and  do 
Brig  Jane  with  provisions  and  dry  goods,  by 
Jo— r  nested  in  part  and  made  a  cartel  of. 

Brig  Orient  with  dry  goods,  by  do— divested 
snd  scuttled. 

Brig  John  by  do  and  burnt  within  gun  shot 
of  a  Briiish  man  ot  war  brig. 

Brig  Kingston  Packet  with  oil  and  fish,  by 
U>e  Fox. 

A  brig  and  a  schooner  with  fish,  by  the  Her- 
ald. 

Ship  Samuel  Cummings,  400  tons,  with  sugar 
and  coffee  by  the  Pike— wrecked  on  the  south- 
em  coa'.t,  but  part  of  the  cargo  saved 

&I11P  Five  sisters,  by  the  letter  of  marque  schr. 
Dash  divested  of  200  puncheons  of  Jamaica  rum 
and  permitted  to  proceed 

Seven  vessels,  viz  bark  Neptune,  i07  tons  ; 
brig  William  with  barley  brig  Pallas,  2.  guns. 
iJi  tons,  richly  laden  with  skin?  etc.  ;  gallioi 
Henrietta  with  provisions  ;  ship  Orange  Boven 
3  guns,  il>  tons,  with  sugar  and  coffee;  brig 
Regulator  112  tons,  with  port  wine  schooner 
.  Jenny,  1  SI  tons,  with  sweet  oil — all  captured  by 
the  U  S.  sloop  of  war  Wasp  on  the  Britisli 
coasts,  and  burnt  or  scuttled,  except  the  Henri- 
etta made  a  cartel  of 

Sloop  of  war  Reindeer  41  guns,  .18  men,  by 
do  after  a  short  but  sharp  action  and  burnt 

Schooner by  the  Leach  of  Sakm,  and 

ransomed- 

Brig of  200  tons  with   mm,  sugar,   mo- 

lasseb  lime-juice  and  lignum-vita,  worth  30,000 
dollars,  by  the  Hero 

Brig  Wars  by  the  David  Porter— divested  in 
part. 

Bng  Corn'.vallis  with  barilla,  by  do— flivested 
and  made  a  cartel 

Ship  Vester,  6  guns,  by  ,do— divested  of  her 
valuables. 

Brig  Horatia  with  hides  and  tallow— ransom- 
■»d  lor  a  bill  of  20,oOO  dollars. 

Ship  Liddle  by  the  Amelia— divested  and  giv- 
en up  to  release  pri-oners. 
Ship  lesse  by  do.  and  burnt. 
Schooner  Mink  with  flour,  on  lake  Huron,  by 
the  squadron  under  Com.  .Sinclair 

Schooner  Perseverance  with  provisions,  on 
lake  Superior  by  do  and  destroyed, 

schooner  iNancy,  3  guns  with  valuable  stores? 
by  do-  on  lake  Huron— destroyed 

Brig  Endeavor  with  sails,  anchors,  army  stores 
ano  coa!   by  the  burpiize. 

Cutter  Jubilee  with    wine,  by   the  Whig— di- 
vested lu  part  and  made  a  cartel  of. 
schooner  ilexandria  in  ballast,  by  do— burnt- 
Jirig  Irish  Miner  with  coal,   by  do.  and  made 
a  cartel  of 

Brig  f  rincess  Mary  with  provisions,  and  de- 
stroyed. 

Bris  Eliza  with  do.  by  do— cargo  thrown 
overboard  and  vessel  made  a  cartel  of. 

.ithouner  K'perance  by  do- gr.'dd'^troye*'- 


men,  hi  ballast,  by  do. 


the  Samne.  .  ,    ,      t        ,      ..l 

Brig  Maiy  and  Eliza  with  lumber,   by   the 

Schooner with  provisions,  by  the  Ports* 

niuuib  ,  J 

ririg  ArtiO  with  Irish  whiskey  port  wine  and 
provisiciis.  by  the  surpriEf;. 
Brig  —  with  mol?sses     rum  by  the  G.ampnr- 
Kugate  La  Confiance,   .9  guns,  eaptu-.-d  oa 
lake  Charaplain  by  Commodore  Macdoi.ough. 
Btig  Linnet,  \^  guns  on  do  by  do. 
Sloop  Chub  J I  guus.  oti  i.o.  by  do- 
Sloop  Finch,    i  guns,  on  do.  by  do. 
Three  ro^v•gallies.  i  great  guns  each,  on  dc 
by  do— sunk.  .         ,       .     », 

Sloop  Farmer  with  provisions,  by  the  Mam* 
moth  oi'  Baltimore— subk. 

Bri''  Br.tani.ia  with  lumber, by  do— btimt. 
Ihree  brigs  in  ballasuby  do.  and  00. 
Priva'ter  t  or  «ne  vi  Wi.r,  i  guus  40  men,  W? 
two  U.  S   gun-boats.  .  ,     . 

East  India  cmnpaiiy's  ship  Coromandel  x 
guns  6-1  men,  with  coffee  sugar,  sdks.  etc — di- 
vested of  her  rich  goods,  by  the  Vork 

Brig  Ceres  with  brandy,  etc.  by  do— divested 
and  given  up  to  release  prisoners 
Four  vessels  richly  laden, by  do 
Brig  Queen  Charlotte— divested  in  part,  and 
destroyed,  by  the  Surprize. 
Ship  Milnes,  i  guns-    '  " 
and  burnt.  ,     ,         ,  , 

Brig  Lively  with  lumber,  by  do  and  do. 
Schooner  Prince  Regent  with  lumber,  by  dc. 
and  do 

Ship  Doris  in  ballast,  by  do  and  do 
Brig  Willing  Maid  by  do  aJid  do. 
Brig  Polly.  4  guns,  is  men,  by  do  and  do. 
Schooner  bally,  by  do  and  do 
Privateer  Lively,  .  gun,  17  men  by  do 
Ship  Caledonia  with  dry  goods,  rum.  etc.  wo«la 
250,000  doltar*,  by  do— divested 

FoHi  brigs  by  do.  and  made  cartels  of  or  giv- 
en up  to  release  prisoners 

Transport  ship  atranger  with  66  pieces  ot 
cannon,  ioo  boxes  am.iiunition,  ana  a  great 
quantity  of  blankets  e>e.  dr-.igned  for  the  ene- 
my"  fleet  on  lake  Ontario  b)  the  Fox 

Ihree  vessels  by  the  Spark  ot  New  York- 
give  II  up  I  wo  others  weiv  aia  ned  and  order- 
ed for  the  U  S.  .  J  ,  11  w 
Ketc h  expedition  with  wine  and  barilla,  br 
the  Grampus  .  ,  .  «.» 
Schoont  r  Charlotte  Ann  with  sugar,  wme,  etc 
by  the  Surprize 

Schooner with  dry  goods,  etc    by  the  Vi- 

PP'',  .  , . 

Brig  Eclipse  .4  guns,  with  hides,  nutnskins, 
iron,  horns,  and  specie,  by  the  Chasseur 

Brig  Catharine  and  v.  iliiam  with  dry  goodj, 
by  the  Grampus— lost 

.Schooner  Retrieve  with  fish,  by  the  Fox,  and 
burnt.  ,        , 

I  hree  vessels  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  Peacock,  and 
sunk.  .      , 

Cutter  Flying  Fish  with  sweet  oil.  ^tc.  by  the 
Sabine 
Brig  Aaron  with  wine  and  fis' ,  by  do. 
Brig  Harvest  with  fish,  oil  etc.  by  the  Yankse 
Iwo  ships  by  the  S'yreii— destroyed^ 
Two  vessels  by  the  Prittcc  of  Neutckstel  a.W. 
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^ug  Cualisfi  wutiJprovistmiJ,  by  tIie|Amclia, 
«nil  Durnt 

Brigr  "armony  with  salt  and  some  wine,  hy 
i!o.  divisi^-d  oi  tlif  latter  aiirt  made  a   cartel  ol' 
Brig  EliZabtMli  by  do   ami  burnt. 
Ship  —  H  jfuns.   with  drv   goods,  coal   and 
wine,  by  do  divested  ol   her  dry  goods  and  man- 
ned.   She  also  captur«l  tw«  other  vessels,  with 
one  01  which  (ship   Neptune)  she  had  a   smarf. 
eiigage.nent  but  nobody  hurt 
frincess  Mary  by  the  Whip,  and  burnt. 

Eliza    by  do— eargo   thrown   overboard, 

and  vi.ssel  made  a  cartel  of 

Brig  itianger,  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  Peacock, 
amt  burnt. 

ichooner  —  by  the  Leach— divested  and 
given  up 

British  ship  Her.»e3,  28  guns,  blown  up  ia 
Mobile  bay 

v^loop  '^ine,  70  tons,  with  lumber,  by  the 
Neul'cliatel,  and  burnt 

Brig  triton.  187  tons,  2  guns,  with  coffee  and 
wine,  by  do— dives  ltd  in  part  and  sunk 

IVansport  brig  Aaron,  1«2  tons,  4  guns.  iM 
ballast,  by  do  and  burnt. 

Brig  \pollo  i3S  tons, with  salt,  by  do.  and  do. 
Cutter  General  Doyle.  87  tons,  with  oil,  by 
da.  and  do 
i"loop  George.  «0  tons,  with  coal,  by  do— sunk 
Brig  Barcwick  Packet,  in  ballast,  with  pas- 
(;EDgt-'rs,by  do.  and  made  a  cartel  of. 

brig  aibron  joo  tons,  4  guns,  in  ballast,  by 
do— juiik 

E'ig  Nymph,  ISO  tons,  with  dry  goods,  etc— 
di.-e3ted  ol  the  dry  goods,  the  remainder  of  the 
cargo  thrown  overboard,  and  given  up  to  prison- 
ors. 

Brig  AlDion,  155  tons,  4  guns,  with  dry  goods, 
etc.  by  do.  divested  ot"  her  richest  articles  and 
burnt 

Ship  riarmony,  200  tons,  4  guns,  with  dry 
goods,  etc  by  do.  and  divested. 

Brig  Charlotte  190  tons,  8  guns,  with  hides, 
by  do.  and  burnt 

Brig  Mary  Ann,  10  J  tons,  with  lumber,  by  do. 
aud  do. 

Ship  Douglas,  tO  guns,  with  sugar,  rum,  mo- 
lasses, cotton  coffee,  ginger,  and  maliogany  by 
do. 


Brig  Steady.  107  tons,  4  guns,  with  provisions 
and  bale  goods  by  do.  divested  and  burnt. 

Ship  Neptune.  *>0  tons.  8  guns,  with  sea-coal, 
dry  goods,  gin,  wine,  pork,  beef,  rope, and  flour, 
bv  the  .\melia. 

Six  boats,  with  37  armed  men,  by  a  gig  of  the 
V.  S  ship  Superior  with  six  men,  on  <ake  On- 
tario; with  wine,  brandy,  crates,  etc.  worth 
ji2,00u  dollars 

hchoouer  \nn,  with  sugar  and  molasses,  by  4 

American  seamen  which  she  had  on  board. 

Brig  Susan  and  Jane    by  the  Fox,  and  burnt. 

Ship  James,  with  dry  goods,  etc.  by  the  Ports - 

moutii— divested  of  goods  worth  2  or    '00.000 

dollars 

Brig  __  with  rum.  by  the  Dash— divested 
and  given  up. 

Schooner with  fish,  by  a  letter  of  marque 

•schooner  of  Wilmington.  N  C 

Brig  Concord,  by  do  —divested  and  made  a 
cartel  of. 

Brig  Speculation,  by  the  Grampus— divest- 
ed and  given  up  to  the  prisoners. 

Brig  air  John  Sherbrooke,  12  guns,  with  fish 
and  oil.  by  the  Syi-en— burnt. 

Ship  Adventure,  by  ihe  U.  S.  brig  Syren. 
Ship  Farmer,  by  the  Mammoth— destroyed. 
Ann  and  Eliza,  by  do.  and  do. 
Ship  Urania,  by  do.  and  do. 
Ship  Anisby,  bv  do.  and  do 
Eliza,  by  do  and  given  up. 
Ship  Dobson,  by  do  and  burnt. 
S^llust.by  do.  and  made  a  cartel  of 
Sloop  Christiwia,  bv  tbt  Chasseur  and  made  a 
can?l  «f. 


Brig  Pruuence  witli  bariila  aud  wine,  bp  dt 
and  burnt 
Sloop  Favorite,  with  do  by  do  atitl  no. 
Brig  Marquis  Coniwallis  by   do  and  made  a 

Brig  Alert  with  timber,  by  do.  and  burnt. 

Brig  Harmony  by  do.  and  made  a  cartel  ol. 

Ship  Carlbury  with  an  immense  cargo  o!  cot- 
ton, c  COM,  hides,  indigo,  etc  by  do  divested  ol 
indigo  worth  50,000  dollars. 

Fourteen  vessels  by  the  U.  S  sloop  ol  war 
i  eatock-all  sunk  or  burnt  except  two  of  httte 
value  that  were  made  cartels  of 

Privateer  Thinks-I-to.myself,  ■*  guns,  to  men, 
by  the  Dash  .     „ 

Schooner  Britannia  in  ballast,  by  the  Harpy, 
and  burnt.  .     ,    _= 

Brig  Halifax  Packet  with  dry  goods,  hart, 
•ware,  etc   by  do— divested 

Brig  Harvest  with  fish,  furs,  etc.  by  the  Yor.i. 

Schooner  Prince   Regent  with  fish,  by  the 

Privateer  Retaliation,  5  guns.  20  men,  by  the 

Two  Friends.  ....       .«. 

Brig   Commerce  with   fish   and  oil,  by   tne 

Chasseur.  , 

Sloop  Farmer  with  flour   and  wheat,  by  tue 

Mammoth,  and  sunk. 

Brig  Biitannia  with  lumber,  by  do— burnt- 
Schooner  Two  Brothers,  with  fish,  by  do.  and 

made  a  cavtel  ol . 

Brig    Ann  Eliza  in  ballast,  by  do.  and  burnf . 

Brig  Uniza.  in  do.  by  do.  and  do. 

Brig  Ansley  with  horses  and  lumber,  by  do 

and  skittled.  ,^. 

Brig  Sarah  with  flour,  by  do.  and  burnt- 
Brig  Sir  Home  Popham,  with  fruit,  by  tlo  aua 

Schoontr  Rapid  with  fish  by  do  and  do. 

Ship  Champion  with  dry  goods,  by  do— diV£s> 
ed  and  made  a  cartel  ot  - 

Two  other  vessels  by  do  and  destroyed. 

Schooner from  !Iali!a-\,with  dry  goods. 

by  a  custom-house  barge. 

British  sloop  of  war  Avon.  (8  guns,  sunk  by 
the  V.  S.  sloop  01   war  W»sp  ol"  the  same  rate. 

Brig  Atalanta,  150  tons,  with  wines,  brandy, 
silks,  cambricks.  and  dry  goods,  by  do 

The  valuable  brig  Europa,  eight  IS  pound 
carronades ,  t  long  9's,  and  22  men,  with  175  tons 
ofs\»eetoil,by  thePatapsro.  ,^      ,^     ^ 

Brig  Canada,  lO  guns,  with  rum  by  the  Law- 

Schooner  Fox,— a  tender  of  the   Ramilies. 
Brig  William  with  gum  worth  50  or  '^0,00l) 

dollars. by  the of  Baltimore. 

Brig  Lulice.  7  men.  »0  tons,  with  pork,  by  the 
U   S    sloop  Wasp— burnt 

Brig  Bon  Accord,  13'  tons,  7  men  with  me- 
rino wool. fruits  and  wine,  byrio.  and  sunk 

Transport  brig  Mary,   lO  men,   2  guns,    HI 
tons,  with  ordnance  and  military  stores,  by  do. 
Brig  Three  Brothers,  7  men,  114   tons,  witU 
lime  by  do.  and  burnt. 

Brig  Bacchus,  li  men  2 guns,   169  tons, With 

fish,  by  do  and  de.uroyed- 

;:bip  Ann  Dorothy  with  hides,  tallow,  etc 
by  the  Saratoga— valuable 

Brig  Hiram  vith  dry  goods,  crockery,  cord- 
ape  etc.  by  the  David  Porter-divested  of  good? 
worth  100,000  dollars  and  given  up. 

Brig  Nancy  with  sUks,  oil,  sulphur,  marble, 
etc  by  the  Scourge. 

Ship  Lord  Hood  by  do.  and  burnt. 
Brig  Trident  by  do  and  do. 
Brig  Hat'dock  by  do  and  do 
Brig  Belfield  by  do.  and  do_^ 
Biig  ausan  and  James  by  the  Fox.  andbari;'. 
Shcooner  Retrieve  by  do.  F,nd  do. 
Brie  Concord  by  do  and  made  a  cartel  oL 
Brig  Cossack  with  wint.by  the  Surprize. 
Schooner  i-ink.  by  the  Grand  Turk-sunk. 
Brig  BrVbhW,  vm  liunber,  by  do.  ana  «ic. 


3  h 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

Arrival  of  General  Jackson  at  Mobile. ...Splendid  defence  of  fort 
Bowyer.... Destruction  of  the -pirates  of  Barataria..,. Entrance 
of  Gen.  Jackson  into  Pensacola....His  arrival  at  Neivorleans..., 
Arrival  of  the  enemy  off  Ship  Is  land.... Capture  of  the  American 
gun-boats  near  the  bay  of  St.  Louis. ...Landing  of  the  enemy 
beloxv  Neivprleans.... Actions  of  the  23d  and  of  the  28th  De- 
cember. 

In  the  early  part  of  August,  1814,  General  Jackson  (who  had 
been  stationed  at  fort  J-ackson,  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  Alaba- 
ma river,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Creek  war)  dispatched  a  cou- 
rier to  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  demanding  the  surrender  of 
the  Creek  chiefs  M'ftue^n  and  Francis,  [who,  it  was  stated,  had 
sought  shelter  under  Spanish  authority]  and  the  reason  why  they 
and  their  adherents  had  received  succour  and  assistance  from  the 
subjects  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  between  whose  government  and 
that  of  the  United  States,  he  conceived  there  were  existing  rela- 
tions of  amity  and  good  will.  The  governor,  on  receiving  this,  it 
is  stated,  became  highly  exasperated  at  the  peremptory  manner  of 
the  demand. ...returned  an  insulting  and  ambiguous  answer.... said 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  Francis  and  M'Q,ueen....and  that  Jack- 
aon  should  hear  from  him  shortly. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  answer,  delivered  verbally,  and  which 
General  Jackson  no  doubt  supposed  to  bear  something  of  a  threat- 
cjiing  appearance,  he  immediately  left  fort  Jackson,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  occupying  Mobile,  at  which  place  he  shortly  arrived  and 
established  his  head  quarters,  where  he  soon  had  under  his  com- 
iTiand  1500  regulars  and  some  militia. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  General  Jackson  received  information 
by  express,  that  three  British  vessels  (the  Hermes,  Orpheus  and 
Charon^)  had  arrived  at  Pensacola  on  the  25th,  and  disembarked 
on  the  following  day  an  immense  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition, 
munitions  of  war  and  provisions;  and  that  between  2  and  300 
iroops  of  the  enemy  landed  from  the  vessels,  had  marched  into 
ihe  Spanish  fojt.  The  express  also  brought  information  thai  13 
sail  of  the  line,  with  a  large  number  of  transports,  having  on  board 
J 0,000  troops,  were  daily  expected  at  that  place. 

General  Jackson  immediately  addressed  a  letter  to  the  governor 
of  Tennessee,  requesting  him,  without  delay,  to  organize,  equip 
and  bring  into  the  field,  the  whole  of  the  quota  of  the  militia  of 
that  state,  agreeably  to  the  requisition  of  the  war  ilepartment  of 
the  preceding  July,  amounting  to  2500  infantry.  This  request 
«  3S  promptly  complied  with ;  and  in  a  short  time  th,e  state's  qu'^ 
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ta.  arvd  maay  volunteers  from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  were  dai- 
ly arriving  at  the  encampment  of  the  commanding  general. 

Preparations  were  also  making,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  de 
i^nce  of  Neworleans. 

Fort  Bozvyer....Th\3  small  fort  was  erected  in  1812,  by  Lieuten- 
ant  Colonel  Bow>^r,  and  consists  only  of  common  logs  filled  m 
with  sand.  It  stands  on  the  eastern  point,  formmg  the  Mobile 
bay,  33  miles  nearly  south  from  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  at  the 
time  of  General  Jackson's  encampment  at  Mobile,  was  command- 
ed by  Major  William  Lawrence,  of  the  2d  infantry. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  the  fort  was  at- 
tacked by  a  superior  naval  and  land  force.  The  naval  force  con- 
sisted of  two  ships  from  24  to  28  gunr,  mounting  32  pound  car- 
vonades,  two  brigs  from  16  to  18  guns>  mounting  24  pound  car- 
onades,  with  three  tenders,  all  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Sir  W.  F.  Percy.  The  land  forces  of  the  enemy  consisted 
<5f  100  marines,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Nicholls ;  300 
Indians,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Woodbine  of  the  British 
army ;  and  a  battery  of  a  12  pounder  and  a  howitzer,  under  the 
direction  of  a  British  captain  of  the  royal  artillery.  Our  effective 
force  opposed  to  the  enemy  was  about  120  men,  of  whom  not? 
more  than  90  were  engaged. 

The  leading  ship,  called  the  Hermes,  Commodore  Percy,  having 
approached  withis  reach  of  the  guns.  Major  Lawrence  opened  his 
battery  upon  her  from  the  fort,  the  guns  of  which  were  fired  in 
succession  as  they  could  be  brought  to  bear;  and  at  20  minutes 
past  4,  P.  M.  the  other  vessels  having  come  up,  the  engagement 
became  general.  About  this  time  the  enemy's  land  forces,  with 
his  battery,  were  put  to  flight,  by  two  discharges  of  grape  and 
cannister  from  a  9  pounder.  At  seven  o'clock,  one  ship  and 
two  brigs  were  compelled  to  retire.  The  Hermes,  having 
anchored  nearest  our  guns,  was  so  much  disabled,  her  cable  being 
cut  by  our  shot,  that  she  drifted  on  shore,  within  600  yards  of  the 
battery,  and  the  other  vessels  having  got  out  of  reach,  a  tremen- 
dous fire  was  kept  upon  her.  hi  a  short  time  she  was  enveloped 
in  flames,  and  abandoned  by  the  few  of  her  crew  who  survived  ; 
and  at  10,  P.  M.  she  exploded.  The  loss  of  lives  on  board  must 
have  been  immense,  as  no  boats  left  her,  excepting  three  which 
had  priviously  gone  to  her  assistance,  and  one  of  these  was  after- 
wards sunk.  Her  original  crew  was  said  to  have  been  170;  of 
this  number,  20  only  escaped. 

The  other  vessels  suffered  greatly.     On  board  of  one,  (the  Cha- 
ron,) 85  were  killed  and  wounded....the  loss  of  the  other  two  was 
not  ascertained,  but  must  have  be€n  very  severe,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  one  of  them  being  infinitely  more  exposed  than  theGharon, 
The  American  losis  -n^s  4  killed  and  5  wounded. 
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During  the  hottest  part  of  the  action,  the  flag  staff  oi  the  ib*i 
was  shot  away  ;  but  the  flag  was  immediately  regained  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  grape  and  cannister,  hoisted  on  a  sponge  staff,  and 
planted  on  the  parapet. 

Between  4  and  500  guns  were  fired  from  the  fort  during  the 
engagement,  most  of  them  double-shotted,  and  after  the  first  half 
hour  but  few  missed  effect. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  the  enemy's  fleet  made  sail  and 
stood  to  sea. 

Pirates  of  Bar  at  aria,,.. On  the  11th  of  September,  Commo- 
dore Patterson,  commanding  the  American  flotilla,  &c.  on  the 
Neworleans  station,  sailed  from  Neworleans  with  3  barges,  and 
was  joined  at  the  Balize  (mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river)  by  6  gun 
boats  and  the  schooner  Carolina ;  from  whence  he  proceeded  by 
sea,  while  a  detachment  from  the  44th  regiment  under  Colonel 
Ross,  of  about  80  men,  went  down  by  land,  to  attack  a  gang  ci 
pirates  on  an  island  in  lake  Barataria,  (about  30  miles  S.  W.  from 
Neworleans)  who  had  long  committed  great  depredations  on  the 
coast. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  Commodore  Patterson  returned  to  New- 
orleans, having  succeeded,  without  much  resistance,  in  capturing 
the  pirates,  to  the  number  of  1000  of  all  nations,  and  their  ves- 
sels, consisting  of  7  schooners  and  feluccas,  armed  and  unarmed. 
The  land  forces  under  Colonel  Ross,  also  succeeded  in  destroying 
their  establishments  on  the  islands  of  Grand  Terre,  Grand  Isle^ 
and  Cheniere  Caminada,  in  the  lake. 

The  capture  of  these  pirates  and  their  vessels  was  doubtless 
considered  by  the  enemy  as  disastrous  to  himself,  having  calcu- 
lated on  their  assistance  in  his  attempt  upon  Neworleans. 

Pensacola,  which  had,  for  some  time  been  notoriously  a  har- 
bour for  the  enemy,  British  as  well  as  Indians,  had,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  American  people,  thus  forfeited  its  neutral  character.  It  had 
become,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  an  enemy's  post.  Indeed^ 
the  enemy  had  been  found  and  driven  on  the  Spanish  soil.  Gene- 
ral Jackson,  indignant  at  the  conduct  thus  pursued  by  a  nation  pro- 
fessing neutrality,  determined  to  enter  the  place  and  seize  upon 
the  enemy  and  his  works.  He  accordingly  marched  with  about 
3000  troops,  the  begmning  of  November,  and  arrived  in  Pensaco- 
ia  on  the  evening  of  the  6th.  The  following  letter  of  the  gene- 
val  to  the  governor  of  Tennessee,  particularizrcs  subsequent  events  ° 

H.  Q.  7th  Military  District,  Tensaw,  Nov.  14,  1814. 

Sir.. ..On  last  evening  I  returned  from  Pensacola  to  this  places 

1  readied  that  post  on  the  evening  of  the  6th.     On  my  approach 

3  sent  Major  Pierre  with  a  flag  to  communicate  the  object  of  my 

?ijitto  the  governor  of  Pensacola.     He  approached  fort  St.  George 
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vvitb  his  flag  displayed,  and  was  fired  on  by  the  cannon  from  the 
fort... .he  returned  and  made  report  thereof  to  me.  I  immediately 
went  with  the  adjutant  general  and  the  major,  with  a  small  es- 
cort, and  viewed  t^ie  fort  and  found  it  defended  by  British  and 
Spanish  troops.  I  immediately  determined  to  storm  the  town,  re* 
tired  and  encamped  my  troops  for  the  night,  and  made  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  for  carrying  my  determination  into  effect 
the  next  day. 

On  the  morning"  of  the  7th,  1  marched  with  the  effective  regu- 
lars of  the  3d,  39th  and  44th  infantry,  part  of  General  Coffee's 
brigade,  the  Mississipi  dragoons,  and  part  of  the  West  Tennessee 
regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hammonds  (Colonel 
Lowry  having  deserted  and  gone  home)  and  part  of  the  Chactawat- 
led  by  Major  Blue  of  the  39th  and  Major  Kennedy  of  the  Missis- 
sippi territory.  Being  encamped  on  the  west  of  the  town,  I  cal- 
culated they  would  expect  the  assault  from  that  quarter,  and  be 
prepared  to  rake«me  from  the  fort,  and  the  British  armed  vessels, 
7  in  number,  that  lay  in  the  bay.  To  cherish  this  idea  I  sent  out 
part  of  the  mounted  men  to  show  themselves  on  the  west,  whilst 
i  passed  in  rear  of  the  fort  undiscovered  to  the  east  of  the  town. 
When  I  appeared  within  a  mile  I  was  in  full  view.  My  pride 
was  never  more  heightened  than  viewing  the  uniform  firmness  of 
my  troops,  and  with  what  undaunted  courage  they  advanced,  with 
a  strong  fort  ready  to  assail  them  on  the  right,  7  British  armed 
vessels  on  the  left,  strong  block-houses  and  batteries  of  cannon  in 
their  front ;  but  they  still  advanced  with  unshaken  firmness,  en- 
tered the  town,  when  a  battery  of  two  cannon  was  opened  upon 
the  centre  column  composed  of  the  regulars,  with  ball  and  grape,,, 
and  a  shower  of  musketry  from  the  houses  and  gardens.  The 
battery  was  immediately  stormed  by  Captain  Levall  and  company;, 
and  carried,  and  the  musketry  was  soon  silenced  by  the  steady  and 
v<^ell-directed  fire  of  the  regulars. 

The  governor  met  Colonels  Williamson  and  Smith,  who  led  the 
dismounted  volunteers,  with  a  flag,  begged  for  mercy,  and  surren- 
dered the  town  and  fort  unconditionally;  mercy  was  granted  and 
protection  given  to  the  citizens  and  their  property ;  and  still  Spa- 
nish treachery  kept  us  out  of  possession  of  the  fort  until  12  o'clock 
at  night. 

Never  was  more  cool,  determined  bravery  displayed  by  any 
troops;  and  the  Chactaws  advanced  to  the  charge  with  equal 
bravery.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  I  prepared  to  march  and 
«torm  the  Barancas;  but  before  I  could  move,  tremendous  explo- 
«ions  told  me  that  the  Barancas,  with  all  its  appendages,  was 
bl©wn  up.  I  dispatched  a  detachment  of  200  men  to  explore  it, 
who  returned  with  the  information  that  it  was  blown  up,  all  the 
combustible  parts  burnt,  the  cannon  spiked  and  dismounted,  ex- 
cept two :  this  being  the   case,  I  defermin?d   to  withdraw  my 
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troops;  but  before  1  did  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  the  British  ne-^ 
part.  Col.  Nichols  abandoned  the  fort  on  the  night  of  the  6th,  and 
betook  himself  to  his  shipping,  with  his  friend.  Captain  Woodbine 
and  his  red  friends. 

The  stead}' firmness  of  my  troops  has  drawn  a  just  respect  fron: 
cxur  enemies.. ..it  has  convinced  the  Red  Sticks  that  they  have  nc 
strong  hold  or  protection,  only  in  the  friendship  of  the  United 
States.  The  good  order  and  conduct  of  my  troops  whilst  in  Pen- 
sacola,  has  convinced  the  Spaniards  of  our  friendship,  and  out 
prowess,  and  has  drawn  from  the  citizens  an  expression,  that  oo'- 
Chactaws  are  more  civilized  than  the  British. 

In  great  haste,  I  am  respectfully,  sir, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Maj.  Gen.  commanding; 

On  the  27th  of  December,  General  Jackson  arrived  at  Newor- 
leans  with  his  army,  where  he  immediately  began  the  inspection 
of  the  different  forts  and  works  down  the  Mississippi  river.  Ex- 
pecting the  daily  arrival  of  a  powerful  enemy's  force  in  thai 
quarter,  the  militia  and  volunteers  from  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  &c. 
were  hourly  pouring  into  the  head-quarters  of  the  commanding- 
general. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  intelligence  reached  Neworleans^ 
that  a  very  formidable  force  of  enemy's  vessels,  consisting  of  from 
35  to  40  sail,  having  on  board  a  large  body  of  troops,  had  ap- 
peared off  Ship  Island,  near  the  bay  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  about  70  miles  N.  E.  of  Neworleans.  On  the  13th, 
the  enemy  landed  at  Pass  Christianne  (a  channel  8  feet  deep, 
leading  from  the  bay  of  St.  Louis  to  Mobile  bay)  with  106  bargee 
from  the  squadron ;  and  in  a  few  hours  got  under  weigh,  direct- 
ing their  course  towards  the  United  States's  gun  vessels,  comman- 
ded by  Lieutenant  Jones,  then  lying  at  anchor  cff  the  bay  of  Sf. 
Louis.  The  following  extracts  of  a  letter  from  the  lieutenant  to 
Commodore  Patterson,  give  an  interesting  account  of  events 
which  followed  : 

«  On  the  r2th  of  December,  1814,  the  enemy's  fleet  off  Ship 
Island  had  increased  to  such  a  force  as  to  render  it  no  longer  safe 
or  prudent  for  me  to  continue  in  that  part  of  the  lakes  with  the 
small  force  which  I  commanded.  I  therefore  determined  to  gain 
a  station  near  the  Malhereux  Islands  as  soon  as  possible,  which 
situation  would  better  enable  me  to  oppose  a  further  penetration 
of  the  enemy  up  the  lakes,  and  at  the  same  time  afford  me  an 
opportunity  of  retreating  to  the  Petite  Coquilles  if  necessary. 

"  At  10  A.  M.  on  the  13th,  I  discovered  a  large  flotilla  of  bar- 
ges had  left  the  fleet,  (shaping  their  course  towards  the  Pass  Chris- 
tian) which  I  supposed  to  be  a  disembarkation  of  troops  intending: 


/io  land  at  that  place.  About  2  P.  M.  the  enemy's  flotilla  having 
gained  the  Pass  Christian,  and  continuing  their  course  to  the  west- 
ward, convinced  me  that  an  attack  on  the  gun-boats  was  their^ 
design.  At  this  time  the  water  in  the  lakes  was  uncommonly 
Jow,  owing  to  the  westerly  wind  which  had  prevailed  for  a  num- 
ber of  days  previous,  and  w-hich  still  continued  from  the  same 
quarter.  Nos.  156,  162,  and  163,  although  in  the  best  channel, 
were  in  12  or  18  inches  less  water  than  their  draught.  Every 
eflfort  was  made  to  get  them  afloat  by  throwing  overboard  all  the 
articles  of  weight  that  could  be  dispensed  with.  At  3  30  the  flood 
tide  had  commenced  ;  got  under  weigh,  making  the  best  of  my 
way  towards  the  Petite  Coquille.  At  3  46,  the  enemy  dispatched 
three  boats  to  cut  out  the  schooner  Sea-Horse,  which  had  been 
sent  into  the  bay  of  St.  Louis  that  morning  to  assist  in  the  remov- 
al of  the  public  stores,  which  I  had  previously  ordered.  There 
finding  a  removal  impracticable,  I  ordered  preparations  to  be 
made  for  their  destruction,  least  they  should  fall  into  the  enemy's 
hands.  A  few  discharges  of  grape  shot  from  the  Sea-Horse  com- 
pelled the  three  boats  which  had  attacked  her  to  retire  out  of  the 
reach  of  her  gun,  until  they  were  joined  by  four  others,  when  the 
attack  was  recommenced  by  the  seven  boats.  Mr.  Johnson  (com- 
mander of  the  Sea. Horse)  having  chosen  an  advantogeous  posi- 
tion near  the  two  6  pounders  mounted  on  the  bank,  maintained  a 
sharp  action  for  near  30  minutes,  when  the  enemy  hauled  oflf,  ha- 
ving one  boat  apparently  much  injured,  and  with  the  loss  of  seve. 
ral  men  killed  and  wounded.  At  7  30,  an  explosion  at  the  bay, 
and  soon  after  a  large  fire,  induced  me  to  believe  the  Sea-Horse 
■was  blown  up  and  the  public  store  house  set  on  fire,  which  has 
proved  to  be  the  fact. 

"About  1  A.  M.  on  the  14th,  the  wind  having  entirely  died 
away,  and  our  vessels  become  unmanageable,  came  to  anchor  in 
?he  west  end  of  Malhereux  Island's  passage.  At  day-light  next 
morning,  still  a  perfect  calm,  the  enemy's  flotilla  was  about  nine 
miles  from  us  at  anchor,  but  soon  got  in  motion  and  rapidly  ad- 
vanced towards  us.  The  want  of  wind,  and  the  strong  ebb  tide 
which  was  setting  through  the  Pass,  left  me  but  one  alternative, 
which  was  to  put  my  vessels  in  the  most  advantageous  position, 
?o  give  the  enemy  as  warm  a  reception  as  possible.  The  com- 
manders were  all  called  on  board  and  made  acquainted  with  my 
intentions,  and  the  position  which  each  vessel  was  to  take,  the 
whole  to  form  a  close  line  abreast  across  the  channel,  anchored 
by  the  stern  with  springs  on  the  cables,  &c.  &c.  Thus  we  remain- 
ed, anxiously  awaiting  an  attack  from  the  advancing  foe,  whose 
force  I  now  clearly  distinguished  to  be  composed  of  42  heavy 
lanches  and  gun -barges,  with  3  light  gigs,  manned  with  upwards 
of  1000  men  and  officers.  About  9  30,  the  Alligator  (tender) 
which  was  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  and  endeavouring  to 
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join  the  division^  was  captured  by  several  of  the  enemy?s  barg^a, 
when  the  whcjit  flotilla  came  too,  with  %he\r  prapples,  a  little  out 
of  reach  of  our  shot,  apparently  making  arrangements  for  the  at- 
tack. At  10  39,  the  enemy  weighed,  formmg  a  line  abreast  in 
open  order,  and  steering  direcl  for  our  line,  which  was  uofortu> 
nately  in  some  degree  broken  by  the  force  of  the  current  driving 
Nos.  156  and  163  about  100  yards  in  advance.  As  soon  as  the 
enemy  came  within  reach  of  our  shot,  a  deliberate  fire  from  our 
long  guns  was  opened  upon  him,  but  without  much  effect,  the  ob- 
jects  being  of  so  small  a  size.  At  10  minutes  before  11  the  ene 
my  opened  a  fire  from  the  whole  of  his  line,  when  the  action  be- 
came general  and  destructive  on  both  sides.  About  11  4y,  the 
advance  boats  (^the  enemy,  three  in  number,  attempted  to  board 
No.  156,  but  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  nearly  every  officer 
jkilled  or  wounded,  and  two  boats  sunk.  A  second  attempt  to 
board  was  then  made  by  four  other  boats,  which  shared  almost  a 
similar  fate.  At  this  moment  I  received  a  severe  wound  in  my 
left  shoulder,  which  compelled  me  to  quit  the  deck,  leaving  it  in 
charge  of  Mr.  George  Parker,  master's  mate,  who  gallantly  de- 
fended the  vessel  until  he  was  severely  wounded,  when  the  ene- 
my, by  his  superior  numbers,  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of 
the  deck,  about  10  minutes  past  12  o'clock.  The  enemy  imme- 
diately turned  the  guns  of  his  prize  on  the  other  gun-boats,  and 
fired  several  shot  previous  to  striking  the  American  colours.  The 
action  continued  with  unabating  severity  until  40  minutes  past  12 
o'clock,  when  it  terminated  with  the  surrender  of  No.  23,  all  the 
Other  vessels  having  previously  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
"  In  this  unequel  contest  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  has 
been  trifling,  compared  to  that  of  the  enemy,  which  amounts  to 
nearly  400." 

The  British  force,  in  the  above  engagement,  consisted  of  42 
launches  and  barges  mounting  one  heavy  gun  each,  and  3  gigs 
-with  small  arms  ;  the  whole  manned  with  1200  men  and  officers, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Lockyer,  who  received  three  severe  wounds 
in  the  action. 

The  American  force  engaged  with  the  British  flotilla,  consisted 
of  5  gun  boats,  mounting  23  guns,  manned  with  182  men.  The 
schooner  Sca-Horse  (in  the  bay  of  St.  Louis)  had  one  6  pounder 
and  14  men,  none  of  which  were  killed  or  wounded.  The  sloop 
Alligator  (tender)  had  one  4  pounder  and  3  men. 

On  the  16th  of  December  General  Jackson  declared  the  cit}- 
of  Neworleans  and  its  environs  under  strict  martial  law. 

On  the  18th,  the  general  reviewed  the  roiUtia  of  the  city,  a 
battalion  commanded  by  Major  Blanche,  and  part  of  a  regiment 
of  men  of  colour.  Being  drawn  up  on  their  respective  parades, 
''he  general  caused  to  be  read  to  them  addresses  containing  t\(e 
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moat  patriotic  sentimeuts,  and  well  calculated  to  iosfyire  them 
with  zeal,  courage,  and  military  ardour. 

On  the  23d,  Generals  Coffoe  and  Carroll,  with  between  3  and 

4000  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  troops,  arrived  at  Neworleans 

Detachments  of  these  troops  were  immediately  posted  in  different 
directions  to  guard  the  defences  of  the  city. 

On  the  23d,  the  enemy  having  entered  lake  Bourgne,  surprized 
a  piquet  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou  Bienvenu,  discharging  its 
waters  into  the  lake,  and  immediately  commenced  ascending  the 
creek  in  boats,  directing  his  course  towards  the  Mississippi.  Fot 
an  account  of  this  movement,  and  events  immediately  subsequent, 
•ve  give  the  following  official  and  other  accredited  documents  : 

Camp  below  Neworleans,  Dec.  27,  in  the  morning. 
SlR....The  loss  of  our  gun-boats  near  the  pass  of  the  Rigolets, 
having  given  the  enemy  command  of  lake  Bourgne,  he  was  ena- 
bled to  choose  his  point  of  attack.  It  became  therefore  an  object 
of  importance  to  obstruct  the  numerous  bayous  and  canals  leading 
from  that  lake  to  the  highlands  of  the  Mississippi.  This  important 
service  was  committed  in  the  first  instance,  to  a  detachment  of 
the  7th  regiment,  afterwards  to  Colonel  De  Laronde,  of  the  Loui- 
siana militia,  and  lastly,  to  make  all  sure,  to  Major  Genaral  Vil- 
lere,  commanding  the  district  between  the  river  and  the  lakes, 
and  who,  being  a  native  of  the  country,  was  presumed  to  be  best 
acquainted  with  all  those  passes.  Unfortunately,  however,  a  pi- 
quet which  the  general  had  established  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou 
Bienvenu,  and  which,  notwithstanding  my  orders,  had  been  left 
unobstructed,  was  completely  surprized,  and  the  enemy  pene- 
trated through  a  canal  leading  to  his  farm,  about  two  leagues  be- 
low the  city,  and.  succeeded  in  cutting  off  a  company  of  militia 
stationed  there.  This  intelligence  was  communicated  to  me  about 
12  o'clock  of  the  23d.  My  force  consisted  of  parts  of  the  7th 
and  44th  regiments,  not  exceeding  600  together,  the  city  militia, 
a  part  of  General  Coffee's  brigade  of  mounted  gunmen,  and  the 
detached  militia  from  the  western  division  of  Tenejsee  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Carroll :  these  two  last  corps  were 
stationed  4  miles  above  the  city.  Apprehending  a  double  attack 
by  way  of  Chief  Menteur,  I  left  General  Carroll's  force,  and  the 
militia  of  the  city,  posted  on  the  Gentilly  road ;  and  at  5  o'clock, 
P.  M.  marched  to  meet  the  enemy,  whom  1  was  resolved  to  attack 
in  his  first  position,  with  Major  Hind's  dragoons.  General  Cof- 
fee's brigade,  parts  of  the  7th  and  44th  regiments,  the  uniform 
companies  of  militia  under  the  command  of  Major  Pianche,  200 
men  of  colour,  chiefly  from  St.  Domingo,  raised  by  Colonel  Sa- 
vary,  and  acting  under  the  command  of  Major  Dagwin,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  artillery  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  M'Rea,  witlt 
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two  6  pounders  under  the  comnoand  of  Lieutenant  Spots ;  not  ex- 
ceeding  in  all  1500  men.  I  arrived  near  the  enemy's  encamp- 
ment about  7,  and  immediately  made  my  dispositions  lor  the  attack. 
His  forces,  amounting  at  that  time  on  land  to  about  3000,  exten- 
ded half  a  mile  on  the  river,  and  in  the  rear  nearly  to  the  wood. 
General  Coffee  was  ordered  to  turn  their  right,  while  with  the  re- 
sidue of  the  force  I  attacked  his  strongest  position  on  the  left, 
near  the  river.  Commodore  Patterson  having  dropped  down  the 
river  in  the  schooner  Carolina,  was  directed  to  open  a  fire  upon 
their  camp,  which  he  executed  at  about  half  past  7.  This  being 
the  signal  to  attack.  General  Coffee's  men,  with  their  usual  impe- 
tuosity, rushed  on  the  enemy's  right,  and  entered  their  camp, 
while  our  right  advanced  with  equal  ardour.  There  can  be  but 
little  doubt,  that  we  should  have  succeeded  on  that  occasion  with 
our  inferior  force  in  destroying  or  capturing  the  enemy,  had  not  a 
thick  fog,  which  arose  about  8  o'clock,  occasioned  some  confusion 
among  the  different  corps.  Fearing  the  consequences,  under  this 
circumstance,  of  further  prosecution  of  a  night  attack,  with  mea. 
acting  together  for  the  first  time,  I  contented  myself  with  lying  on 
the  field  that  night;  and  at  4  in  the  morning  assumed  a  stronger 
position,  about  two  miles  nearer  the  city.  At  this  position  I  re- 
main encamped,  wailing  tlie  arrival  of  the  Kentucky  militia  and 
other^  reinforcements.  As  the  safety  of  the  city  will  depend  on 
the  fate  of  this  army,  it  must  not  be  incautiously  exposed. 

In  this  affair  the  whole  corps  under  my  command  deserve  the 
greatest  credit.  The  best  compliment  I  can  pay  to  General  Cof- 
fee and  his  brigade,  is  to  say  they  behaved  as  they  always  have 
done  when  under  my  command.  The  7th,  led  by  Major  Pierre, 
and  the  44th,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ross,  distinguished  them- 
selves. The  battalion  of  city  militia,  commanded  by  Maj.  Plache 
realized  my  anticipations,  and  behaved  like  veterans.  Sava- 
ry's  volunteers  manifested  g.reat  bravery ;  and  the  company  of 
city  riflemen,  having  penetrated  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy's 
camp,  were  surrounded,  and  fought  their  way  out  with  the  great- 
est heroism,  bringing  with  them  a  number  of  prisoners.  The 
two  field  pieces  were  well  served  by  the  officer  commanding 
them. 

All  my  officers  in  the  line  did  their  duly,  and  I  have  every  rea« 
son  to  be  satisfied  with  my  field  and  staff.  Colonels  Butler  and 
Piatt,  and  Major  Cotard,  by  their  intrepidity,  saved  the  artillery. 
Colonel  Haynes  was  every  where  that  duty  or  danger  called.  I 
was  deprived  of  the  services  of  one  of  my  aids.  Captain  Butler, 
whom  I  was  obliged  to  station,  to  his  great  regret,  in  town.  Cap- 
tain Reid,  my  other  aid,  and  Messrs.  Livingston,  Duplissis  and 
Davizac,  who  had  volunteered  their  services  and  faced  danger 
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wherever  it  was  to  be  met,  and  carried  my  orders  with  the  utmost 
promptitude. 

We  iTiade  1  major,  2  subalterns  and  53  privates,  prisoners  ;  and 
the  enemy's  loss  in   killed  and  wounded  must  have  been  at  least 

.*     My  own  loss  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  ascertain, 

with  exactness,  but  suppose  it  to  amount  to  100  in  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing.  Among  the  former  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of 
Colonel  Lauderdale,  of  General  Coffee's  brigade,  who  fell  while 
bravely  fighting.  Colonels  Dyer  and  Gihson  of  the  same  corps 
were  wounded,  and  Major  Kevenaugh  taken  prisoner. 

Colonel  De  Laroude,Major  Villere,  of  the  Louisiana  militia, Ma- 
jor Latour,  of  the  engineers,  having  no  command,  volunteered 
their  services,  as  did  Doctors  Kerr  and  Hood,  and  were  of  great 
assistance  to  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major  General  commanding, 
Hon.  James  Monroe,  secretary  of  war. 

After  the  enemy  had  landed  on  the  23d  December  from  the  ca- 
nal, they  were  in  General  Villere's  yard,  above  and  near  the  ca- 
nal, before  any  one  knew  that  they  had  even  attempted  to  land. 
Villere's  son  was  a  prisoner  by  them  in  his  father's  house;  but 
under  some  pretence,  he  got  leave  to  go  into  the  yarrd,  made  his 
escape,  and  was  the  first  to  give  the  news  in  Neworleans,  at  about 
2  o'clock,  P.  M.  Our  videttes  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou  Bien- 
venu,  had  been  before  made  prisoners,  supposed  to  have  been  be- 
trayed by  some  fishermen,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  transporting 
fish  from  the  lake  through  the  ))ayou  to  the  Neworleans  market.... 
In  the  action  which  succeeded  on  this  day,  young  Villere,  the  for- 
tunate herald  of  the  enemy's  approach,  had  been  placed  at  the 
head  of  a  company  of  Creolef  volunteers,  formed  on  the  spur  of 
occasion,  and  was  again  made  a  prisoner.  All  the  American  pri- 
soners were  sent  on  board  the  enemy's  fleet.  The  Creoles  were 
first  ordered  to  be  released,  on  condition  of  their  taking  with 
them  a  proclamation  from  the  British  commanding  general  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana  ;  this  they  every  one  refused  to  do....they 
were,  nevertheless,  released  on  parole. 

A  letter  entitled  to  authority,  mentions,  that  when  the  British 
were  attacked,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d,  they  were  leisurely  pre- 
paring to  cook  their  suppers,  but  that  they  got  much  hotter  CoFFEE 
than  they  expected ;  and   that  though  the  capture  of  the  enemv 

•  This  was  left  blank  by  General  Jackson  ;  the  enemy's  ss  was  afterwards  asceitaineU  to  Lave 
atiti  upwards  ol'  2oO. 

t]Creo!f3  are  thoce  bom  in  the  countrj-,  of  Eiu-.ipean    snccstors. 
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was  desirable,  tfae  protection  of  the  city  was  .nfimtely  to  be  pie. 
fened.  and  gives  the  opinion  that  Jackson  would  not  risque  its 
safety  The  writer  observes,  that  the  stores  were  all  shut  up, 
and  that  an  idler  was  not  permitted  to  walk  in  the  streets  of  the 

'"'^On  the  24th  of  December,  Commodore  Patterson  and  Captain 
Hcnlev,  commanding  the  U.  S.  vessels  Louisiana  and  Carolina,  m 
the  Mississippi,  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  on  the  enemy  and  compelled 
him  to  retire  one  mile  from  the  embankment  of  the  river  into  the 
Cvpress  Swamp.  But  afterwards  the  enemy  erected  a  battery  ot 
5  guns  on  the  shore,  when  Commodore  Patterson  commandmg 
the  Louisiana,  ascended  the  river  on  the  26th  ;  and  Captam  Hen- 
lev,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  used  every  possible  exertion  to  moN-e 
the  schooner  Carolina  higher  up,  and  nearer  Gener^  Jackson  s 
camp,  but  without  success....the  wind  bemg  at  N  N.  W  and 
blowing  fresh,  but  too  scant  to  get  under  way,  and  the  current  too. 
rapid  fo  move  her   by  warping,  which  was  in  vam  attempted  by 

'^'At'dayVgl^^^^^^^  the  morning  of  the   27th   the   enemy  opened 

upon  the  Carolina  their  battery,  from  which  they  threw  she  Is  and 

hot  shot.     The  Carolina  returned  the  fire  with  a  long  12  pounder, 

the  only  gun  on  board   which  could  reach  a  mile  and  a  quarter, 

he  d^stani  across  the  river,  the  remainder  of  her  battery  ben.g 

ight  12  pound  carronades.     The  second  shot  fired  by  the  enemy 

lodged  in  the  schooner's  main  hold,  under  her  cables,  m  such  a  si- 

tuafion  as  not  to  be  approached.     This  shot  set  fire  to  the  vessel ; 

he  fire  rapidly  progressed,  and  hot  shot  were  passing  through  her 

cabi^and  f^l  ing'room,  which  contained  a  considerable  quantity  of 

oov^eT    The   bulwarks  being  all  knocked  down  by  the  enemy  s 

shot  the  vessel  in  a  sinking  condition,  the  fire  increasmg,andCapt. 

Hpnlev   expecting   every  moment  that  she  would   blow  up,  at  a 

mieafter   sunSer^  gave  orders  for  the  crew  to  aban- 

J      hpr   which  was  effected,  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed  and 

sS\vot/hded      Soon  after  th'e  crew  were  on  shore,  the  Carolina 

^^  Emboldened  by  this  event,  the  enemy,  on  the  28th  marched 
u-  >;.il  force  UP  the  level  (behind  the  embankment  of  the  nver) 
^'^Iho^^ofd^ri^'ng  our  army,  under  General  Jackson,  from 
;?Jr  posU  on.  With  t'his  view,  tL  enemy  opened,  at  the  distance 
f  w  half  a  mile,  his  bombs  and  rockets.  He  was  repulsed, 
l/o^" ith  considerable  loss,not  less,  as  is  believed  than  120 
ki°kd      Ours  was  inconsiderable,  not  exceedmg  7  killed  and  8 

""'Tommodore  Patterson  describes,  officially,lhe  naval  part  of  this 
battle,  in  the  following  terms ; 
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U.  S.  Ship  Louisiana,  four  miles  bcloiv  ) 
Neworleansy  December  29,  1814.     y 

Sir.... I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th  instant,  at  about  half  past  7,  I  perceived  our  advanced 
guard  retreating  towards  our  lines,  the  enemy  pursuing ;  fired 
shot,  shells  and  rockets,  from  field  artillery,  with  which  they  ad« 
vanced  on  the  road  behind  the  levee ;  sprung  ship  to  bring  the 
starboard  guns  to  bear  upon  the  enemy.  At  25  minutes  past  8, 
A.  M.  the  enemy  opened  their  fire  upon  the  ship  with  shells,  hot 
shot  and  rockets,  which  was  incessantly  returned  with  great  spi- 
rit and  much  apparent  effect,  and  continued  without  intermission, 
till  1,  P.  M.  when  the  enemy  slackened  their  fire,  and  retreated 
with  a  part  of  their  artillery  from  each  of  their  batteries,  evident- 
ly with  great  loss.  Two  attempts  were  made  to  screen  one  hea- 
vy piece  of  ordnance,  mounted  behind  the  levee,  with  which  they 
threw  hot  shot  at  the  ship,  and  which  had  been  a  long  time  aban- 
doned before  they  succeeded  in  lecovering  it,  and  then  it  must 
have  been  with  very  great  loss,  as  I  distinctly  saw,  with  the  aid  of 
my  glass,  several  shot  strike  in  the  midst  of  the  men  (seamen)  who 
were  employed  in  dragging  it  away.  At  3,  P.  M.  the  enemy 
were  silenced  ;  at  4,  P.  M.  ceased  firing  from  the  ship,  the  ene- 
my having  retired  beyond  the  range  of  her  guns.  Many  of  their 
r.hot  passed  over  the  ship,  and  their  shells  burst  over  her  decks, 
which  were  strewed  with  their  fragments;  yet  after  an  incessant 
cannonading  of  upwards  of  7  hours,  during  which  800  shot  were 
fired  from  the  ship,  one  man  only  was  wounded  slightly,  by  the 
piece  of  a  shell,  and  one  shot  passed  between  the  bowsprit  and 
heel  of  the  jib  boom. 

The  enemy  drew  up  his  whole  force,  evidently  with  an  inten- 
tion of  assaulting  General  Jackson's  lines  under  cover  of  his  heavy 
cannon,  but  his  cannonading  being  so  warmly  returned  from  the 
lines  and  ship  Louisiana,  caused  him,  I  presume,  to  abandon  his 
project,  as  he  retired  without  making  the  attempt.  You  will  have 
learned  by  my  former  letters,  that  the  crew  of  the  Louisiana  is 
composed  of  men  of  all  nations,  (English  excepted)  taken  from 
the  streets  of  Neworleans  not  a  fortnight  before  the  battle ;  yet  I 
never  knew  guns  better  served,  or  a  more  animated  fire  than  was 
supported  from  her. 

Lieutenant  C.  C.  B.  Thompson  deserves  great  credit  for  the  d'ls- 
oipline  to  which  in  so  short  a  time,  he  had  brought  such  nien,  two 
thirds  of  whom  do  not  understand  English. 

General  Jackson  having  applied  for  officers  and  men  to  work 
the  heavy  cannon  on  his  lines,  furnished  by  me.  Lieutenants  Nor- 
ris  and  Crowley,  of  the  late  schooner  Caiolina,  instantly  volun- 
teered, and  with  the  greater  part  of  her  crew,  were  sent  to  man 
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those  caunon,  which  they  served  during  the  actioji  herein  deta\. 
-sd.  The  enemy  must  have  suffered  a  great  loss  iri  that  da)''s  ac 
tion,  by  the  heavy  fire  from  the  ship  and  General  Jackson's  lineSj, 
xvhere  the  cannon  was  of  heavy  calibre,  and  served  with  great 
i^pirit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  with  great  consideration  and  respect,, 
your  obedirnt  servant. 

DANIE;L  T.  PATTERSON. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CHAPTER  XXX¥II. 

JAionoj  lite  ioi  of  January Burning  of  a  British  transport,^ 

^■c Arrival  of  British  reinforoevtents Great  battle  of  the 

Sth  of  Januanj,.,.. Retreat  of  tke  British Purser  Shield's 

expedition,  §'c. 

After  the  battle  of  the  28th  of  Doceinber,  the  main  body  of 
.»en.  Jackson's  army  remained  quiet  until  the  morning  of  the  1st 
of  January,  when  the  enemy  had  advanced  within  600  yards  of 
our  breast-works,  VHider  cover  of  night  and  a  heavy  fog,  and 
erected  three  different  batteries,  mounting  in  all  15  guns,  from 
o'a  to  32's.  About  8  o'clock,  when  the  fog  cleared  off,  they 
commenced  a  most  tremendous  fire,  which  was  amply  returned 
by  our  men,  and  a  heavy  cannonading  was  kept  up,  without  the 
least  interval  on  either  side,  except  that  occasioned  by  the  explo- 
sion of  too  small  magazines,  owing  to  their  congreve  rockets.  At 
4  o'clock  P.  M.  we  had  dismounted  all  their  guns  but  two.  Du- 
ring the  night  the  enemy  retreated  to  their  strong  holds,  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  from  our  lines.  Our  loss  was  11  killed  and 
23  wounded  :  that  of  the  enemy  must  have  been  much  more.  A 
32  pounder  from  a  battery  commanded  by  Com.  Patterson,  killed 
15  at  one  shot.     The  Louisiana  this  day  fired  700  shot. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  Gen.  Jackson  received  at  Neworleans 
rind  its  vicinity,  reinforcements  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
amounting  to  3  or  4000,  which,  with  his  former  force,  gave  him 
un  army  of  between  7  and  8000,  of  whom  not  more  however, 
than  one  half  were  armed.  In  consequence  of  the  great  number 
of  men  arriving  with  their  arms  in  bad  order,  and  of  the  scarcity 
of  good  muskets  with  bayonets,  four  companies  of  U.  S.  troops,  gave 
up  theirs,  amounting  to  about  500,  to  arm  the  men  at  the  camp, 
and  '^rrried  themselves' with  fowling  pieces  and  pikes. 
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On  tire  6thof  January,  Sailing-master  Johnson  of  the  U.  Stater 
aiavy,  with  a  launch  and  three  small  boats,  manned  with  38  men, 
soccecded  in  burning  a  British  transport  brig  on  Lake  Borgne,  and 
in  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  brig  was  laden  with 
provisions  and  clothing.  On  the  same  day,  21  sail  of  British  ves- 
sels arrived  off  Cat  Island,  upon  the  coast  opposite  the  bay  of  St, 
Louis,  with  large  reinforcements  of  troops,  commanded  by  Gen. 
Lambert.  On  the  7th,  these  troops  were  disembarked  at  the  bay- 
ou Bienvenu:  aud  Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  Edward  Pakenham,  (brother- 
in-law  of  Lord  "Wellington)  assumed  command  of  the  whole  Bri- 
tish army,  amounting  to  12,000  men. 

For  two  or  three  days  previous  to  this,  part  of  the  forces  of  the 
enemy  had  been  employed  in  preparing  scaling  ladders  and  co! 
lecting  facines  (made  of  sugar  canes)  for  their  intended  assau!? 
upon  our  lines ;  while  others  were  widening  and  deepening  the  ca- 
nal which  leads  from  the  bayou  Bienvenu  toward  the  Mississippi^ 
and  which,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  was  cut  through  to  admit 
the  river.  Through  this  canal  they  floated  or  dragged  twenty-four 
of  their  smaller  boats,  containing  25  men  each,  and  thus  transpor- 
ted about  600  men  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Some  dis 
tance  above  the  spot  where  they  landed,  two  batteries  had  beer.; 
constructed  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  Com.  Patterson, 
The  enemy's  troops  which  had  thus  crossed,  were  intended  to  at- 
tack the  commodore's  batteries  and  create  a  diversion  on  that  side 
of  the  rivej-,  while  the  main  attack  was  carried  on  on  the  other 
side.  Accordingly  OQ  the  morning  of  the  8th,  they  silently  drew 
out  a  large  force  to  storm  our  lines,  their  columns  advancing  un- 
perceived  in  the  obscurity  of  the  morning,  to  within  about  half  a 
mile  of  our  camp,  where  they  met  and  drove  in  our  piquet  guard. 
About  day-break  they  advanced  with  great  vivacity  to  the  en- 
trenchment, led  galliintly  on  by  their  officers;  when  the  intrepid 
Jackson  and  his  brave  men  opened  a  most  tremendous  and  deadly 
fire  upon  them  from  our  works,  which  ended  in  a  dreadful  slaugh- 
ter and  total  defeat  of  the  enemy.  Gen  Jackson  officially  reports 
to  the  secretary  at  war  an  account  of  this  battle  in  the  following 
words : 

Camp,  four  miles  beloxv  Orleans,  January  Qth,  1815. 
SIR — During  the  days  of  the  Glh  and  7th,  the  enemy  had  been 
actively  employed  in  making,  preparations  for  an  attack  on  rny 
lines.  With  infinite  labour  they  had  succeeded  on  the  night  of 
the  7th  in  getting  their  boats  /cross  from  the  lake  to  the  river,  by 
widening  and  deepening  the  canal  on  which  they  had  effected  their 
disembarkation.  It  had  not  been  in  my  power  to  impede  these  op- 
erations by  a  general  attack  ;  added  to  other  reasons,  the  nature 
?f  the  troops  under  mv  command,  mostly  militia,  rendered  it.taa 
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hazardous  to  attempt  extensive  offensive  movements  in  an  opec 
country,  against  a  numerous  and  well  disciplined  army.  Altho'  my 
forces,  as  to  number,  had  been  increased  by  the  arrival  of  the  Ken 
tucky  division,  my  strength  had  received  very  little  addition ;  a 
small  portion  only  of  that  detachment  being  provided  with  arms. 
Compelled  thus  to  wait  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  I  took  every 
measure  to  repel  it  when  it  should  be  made,  and  to  defeat  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view.  Gen.  Morgan  with  the  Orleans  contingent, 
the  Louisiana  militia  and  a  strong  detachment  of  the  Kentucky 
troops,  occupied  an  entrenched  camp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  protected  by  strong  batteries  on  the  bank,  erected  and  su 
perintended  by  commodore  Patterson. 

In  my  encampment  every  thing  was  ready  for  action^  when_j 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  the  enemy  after  throwing  a 
heavy  shower  of  bombs  and  congreve  rockets,  advanced  their  col- 
umns on  m}'  right  and  left,  to  storm  my  entrenchm.ents.  I  cannot 
speak  sufficiently  in  praise  of  the  firmness  and  deliberation  with 
which   the  whole  line   received   their  approach.... more   could  not 

have  been  expected  from  veterans  inured  to  war For  an   hour, 

the  fire  of  the  small  arms  was  as  incessant  and  severe  as  can  be 
imagined.  The  artillery,  too,  directed  by  officers  who  displayed 
equal  skill  and  courage,  did  great  execution.  Yet  the  columns 
of  the  enemy  continued  to  advance  with  a  firmness  which  re- 
flects the  greatest  credit.  Twice  the  column  which  approached  me 
on  my  left,  was  repulsed  by  the  troops  of  Gen.  Carroll,  those  of 
Gen.  Coifee,  and  a  division  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  and  twice  they 
formed  again  and  renewed  the  assault.  At  length,  however,  cut 
to  pieces,  they  fled  in  confusion  from  the  field  leaving  it  covered 
with  their  dead  and  wounded. 

The  loss  which  tb.e  enemy  sustained  on  this  occasion,  cannot 
be  estimated  at  less  than  1500  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners- 
Upwards  of  three  hundred  have  already  been  delivered  over  for 
burial  ;  and  my  men  are  still  engaged  in  picking  them  up  within 
my  lines  and  carrying  them  to  the  point    where  the  enemy  are  to 

receive  them This  is  an  addition  to  the  dead  and  wounded  whom 

the  enemy  have  been  enabled  to  carry  from  the  field,  during,  and 
since  the  action,  and  to  those  who  have  since  died  of  the  wounds 
they  received.  We  have  taken  about  500  prisoners,  upwards  of 
300  of  whom  are  wounded,  and  a  great  part  of  them  mortally. 
My  loss  has  not  exceeded,  and  I  believe  has  not  amounted  to  ten 
killed  and  as  many  wounded.  The  entire  destruction  of  the  ene- 
my's army  was  now  inevitable,  had  it  not  been  for  an  unfortunate 
occurrence  which  at  this  moment  took  place  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river.  Simultaneously  with  his  advance  upon  my  lines,  he 
had  thrown  over  in  his  boats  a  considerable  force  to  the  other  side 
of  the  river.     This   having  landed,  was  hardly    enough   to    ad- 
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'/;aace  against  the  works  of  Gen.  Morgan;  and,  what  is  strange 
and  difficult  to  account  for,  at  the  very  moment  when  its  en- 
tire discoiiifiture  was  looked  for  with  a  confidence  approaching 
to  certainly,  the  Kentucky  reinforcements,  in  whom  so  much  reli- 
anci  had  been  placed,  ingloriously  fled,  drawing  after  them  by 
their  example,  the  remainder  of  the  forces;  and  thus  yielded  to 
the  enemy  that  most  fortunate  position.  The  batteries  which 
had  rendered  mc,  for  many  days,  the  most  important  service, 
though  bravely  defended,  were  of  course  now  abandoned ;  not 
however  until  the  guns  had  been  spiked. 

This  unfortunate  route  had  totally  changed  the  aspect  of  aifairs. 
The  enemy  now  occupied  a  position  from  which  they  might  annoy 
us  without  hazard,  and  by  means  of  which  they  might  ha"e  been 
enabled  to  defeat,  in   a  great   measure,  the   effects  of  our  success 
on  this  side  the  river.     It  became  therefore  an  object  of  the  first 
consequence  to  dislodge  him  as  soon  as  possible.    For  this  object, 
all  the  means  in    niy  power,  which  I  could  with    any  safety  use, 
were  immediately  put  in  preparation.     Perhaps,  however,  it  was 
owing  somewhat  to  another  cause  that   I  succeeded  even  beyond 
my  expectations.      In  negociating  the  terms  of  a  temporary    sus- 
pension of  hostilities  to  enable  the  enemy  to  bury  their  dead    and 
provide  for  their  wounded,  I  had  required  certain  propositions  to 
be  acceded  to  as  a  basis  ;  among    which  this  was   one — that  al" 
though  hostilities  should   cease    on  this  side    the    river   until    12 
o'clock  of  this  day,  yet  it   was   not  to  be   understood  that   the}' 
should  cease  on  the  other  side  ;  but  that  no  reinforcements  should 
be  sent  across    by  either   army   until  the  expiration   of  that  day 
His  excellency  Maj.  Gen.   Lambert  begged    time  to  consider   of 
these  propositions  until  10  o'clock  of  to  day,  and  in  the  meantime 
recrossed  his  troops.     I  need  not  tell  you  with  how  much  eager- 
ness I  immediately  regained  possession  of  the  position  he  had  thus 
hastily  quitted. 

The  enemy  having  concentrated  his  forces,  may  again  attempt 
to  drive  me  from  my  position  by  storm.  Whenever  he  does,  I 
have  no  doubt  my  men  will  act  with  their  usual  firmness,  and 
sustain  a  character  now  become  dear  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser^ 
vant. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Maj.  Gen.  commanciing. 

In  a  subsequent  letter.  Gen.  Jackson  states  the  loss  of  the  ene- 
my to  have  been  much  greater  than  what  he  had  at  first  compu- 
ted. Upon  information  which  was  believed  to  be  correct,  Coi. 
Haynes,  reported  it  to  have  been  in  total  260C^  viz.  700  killed, 
1400  wounded,  and  500  prisoners,  including  i  •major,  4  captains, 
3-1  Ueatenants  and  1  ensign,  who  were  among  the  latter.  The 
3N 
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American  loss,  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi  was  13  kiUed,  3ft" 
wounded,  and  19  missing — total  71.  Of  this  number  6  were 
I^iilled  and  7  wounded  in  the  action  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river;, 
and  the  residue  in  a  sortie  after  the  action  and  in  the  action  on 
the  western  bank.  Among  the  British  officers  killed  were  Sir  Ed- 
ward Pakenham,  lieutenant-general  and  commander  in  chief,  (cut 
asunder  by  a  cannon  ball)  Maj.  Gen.  Gihbs,  Col.  Reyner,  Majors 
Pringle,  Whitaker  and  Wilkinson.  Among  their  wounded  waa 
Maj.  Gen.  Keane,  severely. 

Numerous  accounts  official  as  well  as  unofficial,  represent  this 
battle  to  have  been  the  greatest  ever  fought  on  the  American  con- 
tinent.   For  disparity  of  loss  a  parallel  can  scarcely  be  found  in  an- 
cient or  modern  history.     So  determined  were  the  enemy  to  car- 
ry our  works,  that  many  came  up  to  the  very  muzzles  of  our  guns, 
and  some  penetrated  into  our  lines,  where  they  were  either  killed 
or  taken  prisoners.     Many  fell  mounting  the  breast- works ;  others 
-.vere  slain  upon  the  works ;  and  the  ditch  in  front  was,  in  many 
places,  literally  filled  with  dead  and  wounded.     The  roar  of  artil- 
ery  from  our   lines  was  incessant,  while  an  uuintermitted  rolling 
lire   was  kept  up  from  our  muskets.     The  atmosphere  was  filled 
with  sheets  of  fire   and  volumes  of  smoke.     For  an   hour  and  e 
quarter  the  enemy  obstinately  continued   the  assault ;  fresh   men 
'onstantly  arriving  to  fill  up  their  hnes  thinned  by  our  fire.  Their 
determined   perseverance   and  steady   valour,  were  worthy  of  a 
■^Uer  cause;  nor  did  their  troops  faulter,  until  almost  all  the  offi- 
cers who  had  led  them  to  the  attack  had  fallen.     At  one  time,  a 
body  of  the    enemy  succeeded  in  gaining  possession   of  a  bastion 
ca  our  right  with  i  pieces  Of  cannon  in  it ;  but  so  destructive  was 
our  fire, that  every  man  who  entered  was  either  killed  by  our  rifle- 
men or  disabled  before  they  could  spike  the  guns.     Our  men  sooc 
returned  to  the  charge  and  regained  the  bastion.     So  intent  were 
the  enemy    in  getting  over    our  works,  that  they  pulled  off  their 
shoes  for  thepurpose  of  climbing  them  ;  but  nearly  all  who  made 
the  attempt  were  either  killed  or  taken  prisoners. 

The  guns  of  Commodore  Palterson^s  batteries,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  did  great  execution,  until  the  retreat  of  the  Ken- 
tucky troops,  who  had  been  posted  near  them.  The  commodore, 
finding  himself  thus  deserted,  was  compelled,  with  a  handful  of 
brave  men,  to  retire,  after  spiking  his  guns.  The  British  after- 
wards burnt  the  gun  carriages,  being  foiled  in  their  expectations 
of  using  the  guns  to  annoy  our  troops  on  the  opposite  shore. 

Previous  to  the  battle  of  the  8th  of  January,  the  pirates  of  Ba- 
rataria,  who  had  been  held  in  custody,  were  released  by  order  of 
General  Jackson,  upon  condition  that  they  would  assist  in  defend- 
ing the  city  of  Ne^-orleans.  In  the  battle  of  that  day  they  prov- 
ed themselves  exx;cllent  artillerists,  and  were,  together  with  a  few 
Frenchmen,  successfully  employed  in  serving  the   pieces.     They 
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were  afterwards  released  from  any  further  confiiieinent,  having 
received  (at  the  request  of  the  general  assembly  of  Louisiana)  a 
full  pardon  from  the  president  of  the  United  btates.  ^ 

Soon  after  the  battle,  the  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  and  2-, 
hours  were  allowed  them  to  remove  and  bury  their  dead.  Jnone 
amall  spot  alone,  on  the  left  of  our  lines,  they  tound  368  dead  bo- 
dies. In  the  course  of  th.  day  40  carts  and  10  boats  arrived  at 
Neworleans,  loaded  with  wounded  prisoners,  who  were  put  into 
the  barracks,  which  were  converted  into  temporary  hospitals; 
about  150  unvvounded  prisoners  were  also  put  m  confinement..... 
To  the  wounded  every  attention  was  paid  by  the  citizens;  the 
nuns  of  the  convent  took  the  glorious  lead.  Ihey,  under  the  im- 
mediate superintendance  of  the  Abbe  Douburg,  threw  open  their 
doors  and  converted  all  their  houses,  separated  from  their  main 
building,  into  a  hospital,  where  they  themselves,  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, and  with  their  own  hands,  took  care  of  the  s.ck  and  woun^ 
ded.  The  ladies  of  Neworleans  were  also  employed  m  the  same 
charitable  acts  of  benevolence,  as  likewise  in  making  clothes  lor 
our  soldiers.  The  future  historian  will  delight  to  contrast  the  de- 
stroying and  brilliant  virtues  of  the  one  sex,  with  the  preserving 
and  not  less  attracting  virtues  of  the  other. 

Immediately  after  their  repulse,  the  enemy  commenced  active 
operations  for  a  re-embarkation  of  their  troops.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  were  sent  on  board  their  vessels,  toge- 
ther with  such  baggage  and  munftions  of  war  as  could  be  safely 
spared  During  these  operations,  the  enemy  kept  up  a  menacing 
-a«itude....frequent  indications  were  given  of  an  intention  to  renew 
the  attack  on  our  lines,  and  vigorous  works  of  defence  vvere 
thrown  up  in  front  of  our  camp.  The  rear  of  their  army  retired 
first,  while  they  displayed  a  numerous  body  of  men  to  the  view 
;  our  troops,  a'nd  at  night  their  fires  seemed  rather  to  increase 
than  diminish.  They  had  erected  batteries  to  cover  their  retreat, 
in  advantageous  positions,  from  their  original  encampment,  to  tne 
bavou  through  which  they  entered  lake  Bourgne.  The  cannon 
placed  on  these  batteries  could  have  raked  a  P4>-suing^^7  ^'J 
every  direction,  and  any  attempt  to  storm  them  would  have  been 
attended  with  very  great  slaughter.  Having  made  the  necessary 
arrangements,  the  whole  British  army  P-^^^ipitately  retreated  on 
the  night  cf  the  18th  of  January ;  an  account  of  which  was  oft^. 
cially  given  by  General  Jackson  to  the  secretary  of  war,  as  fol- 


lows  : 


Campy  four  miles  beloxv  Neworleans,  Jan.  19,  1315. 
Last   night   at  12  o'clock,  the  enemy  precipitately  decamped 
and  returned  to  his  boats,  leaving  behind   him,  under  meaical  at- 
tendance, 80  of  his  wounded,  including  two-otficers,  14  pieces  o. 
bis  heavy  artilUrv,  and  a  quantity  of  shot,  having  destroyed  much 
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of  his  powder.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the  ground  which  he 
abandoned,  and  of  that  through  which  he  retired,  protected  by  ca- 
nals, redoubts,  entrenchments  and  swamps  on  his  riglit,  and  the 
river  on  his  left,  that  I  could  not,  without  encountering  n  risk, 
which  true  policy  did  not  seem  to  require  or  to  authoristj  attempt 
to  annoy  him  much  on  his  retreat.  We  took  only  eight  prison- 
ers. 

Whether  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  expedi- 
tion altogether,  or  renew  his  efforts  at  some  other  points,  I  do  not 
prett  nd  to  determine  with  positiveness.  In  my  own  mind,  how- 
ever, there  is  but  little  doubt  that  his  last  exertions  have  been 
made  in  this  quarter,  at  any  rate  for  the  present  season,  and  by 
the  next  I  hope  we  shall  be  fully  prepared  to  meet  him.  In  this 
belief  I  am  strengthened  not  gnly  by  the  prodigious  loss  he  has? 
sustained  at  the  position  he  has  just  quitted,  but  by  the  failure  of 
bis  fleet  to  pass  fort  St.  Philip. 

His  ioss  on  this  ground,  since  the  debarkation  of  his  troops,  as 
stated  by  all  the  last  prisoners  and  deserters,  and  as  confirmed  by 
many  additional  circumstances,  must  have  exceeded  4000,  and 
was  greater  in  the  action  of  th^  8ih,  than  was  estimated  from  the 
most  correct  data  then  in  his  possession,  by  the  inspector  general^ 
whose  report  has  been  forwarded  to  you. 

Since  the  action  of  the  8th,  the  enemy  have  been  allowed  very 
little  respite.... my  artillery  from^both  sides  of  the  river  being  con- 
stantly employed  till  the  night,  and  indeed  until  the  hour  of  their 
retreat,  in  annoying  them.  N  j  doubt  they  thought  it  quite  time 
to  quit  a  position  in  which  so  littk  rest  could  be  found. 

I  am  advised  by  Major  Overton,  who  command  at  fort  St. 
Philip,  hi  a  letter  of  the  18th,  that  the  enemy  having  bombarded 
the  fort  for  8  or  9  days  from  13  inch  mortars,  without  effect, 
had,  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  retired.  I  have  little  doubt  that 
we  would  have  been  able  to  have  sunk  their  vessels  had  they  at- 
tempted to  run  by. 

Giving  the  proper  weight  to  all  these  considerations,  I  believe 
you  will  not  think  me  too  sanguine  in  the  belief  that  Louisiana  is 
now  clear  of  its  enemy.  I  hope,  however,  I  need  not  assure  you 
that  wherever  I  command,  such  a  belief  shall  never  occasion  any 
relaxation  in  the  measures  for  resistance.  I  am  but  too  sensible 
that  the  moment  when  the  enemy  is  opposing  us,  is  not  the  most 
proper  to  provide  for  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

P,  S.  On  the  18th  our  prisoners  on  shore  were  delivered  to  u&^ 
an  exchange  having  been  previously  agreed  to.  Those  who  are 
on  board  the  fleet  will  be  delivered  at  Petit  Coquille  ;  after  which 

.'■hall  still  have  in  my  hands  an  excess  of  several  hundreds. 

A, 
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On  the  24tli  of  Januai}-,  Mr.  Shields,  purser  in  the  navy  return* 
ed  from  an  expedition  which  had  been  fitted  out  to  annoy  the  en- 
emy in  their  enibarljation  on  lake  Bourgne,  having  burnt  one 
transport,  captured  two  large  boats,  (one  of  which  he  sunk)  and 
taken  78  prisoners,  together  with  three  slaves,  which  had  been 
stolen  by  the  enemy.  Owing  to  the  violence  of  the  wind  and 
tide,  two  prizes  which  had  been  taken  from  the  enemy,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above,  (having  on  board  20  prisoners  and  3  of  out  own 
men)  were  driven  from  their  anchorage  and  re-captured  by  the 
prisoners.     This  was  the   only  loss  Mr.  Shields  met  with. 

It  will  have  been  seen  by  General  Jackson's  official  account, 
bearing  date  the  IQtIi  of  January,  in  a  preceding  page,  that  the 
whole  loss  of  the  enemy  from  the  time  of  their  landing  on  the 
island  of  Orleans  until  their  decampment,  was  rising  of  4000  in 
killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  Add  to  this,  enemy's  loss  after 
decampment,  and  on  shipboard,  (including  about  JOO  drowned 
while  passing  to  and  from  their  shipping,)  400,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber will  probably  amount  to  4800.* 

The  American  loss  in  the  several  engagements,  was  55  killed, 
185  wounded,  and  93  missing... .total,  333.  Of  our  forces  actual- 
ly engaged  (including  marines  as  well  as  land  troops)  the  follow- 
ing is  a  correct  statement  :....In  the  action  of  the  28th  of  Decem- 
ber, 3282;  1st  of  January,  3y6i  ;  8th  of  January,  4698.  The 
enemy's  force  previous  to  the  6th  of  January,  was  9000;  after 
that  time  it  was  increased  to  12,000. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIIL 

.iddress  and  general  orders  of  General  Jackson  to  the  troop^ 
under  his  command,  after  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.... Aposto- 
lic mandate... .Address  of  the  administrator  of  the  diocese  of 
Louisiana  to  General  Jackson,  and  the  general's  answer..,. 
....Capture  of  fort  Bovoyer... .Cessation  of  hostilities..  .Biogra- 
phical sketch  of  General  Jackson., ..Description  of  Nexvor- 
leans  and  the  surrounding  country. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  General  Jackson  directed  the  follow- 
ing address  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  each  of  the  corps,  compo; 
ing  the  lines  below  Neworleans : 


•  A  luimbrrof  British  deserters  and  pri^onprs  have  stated  tluir  loss  to  ha\-e  exceeded  fOOO  ;  and  ' 
:s  wortliy  oi'  remark,  iliat  the  British  otHcijl  account  or  the  action  oi'  the  «l!i  of  January  reiu'cs-.':- 
i-  a?  \.  ry  ci'U>:'I'jVKbU-  ^^upassing  the  statement  given  by  Genera!  lackson. 
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Citizens  and  Fellow  Soldiers, 

The  enemy  has  retreated,  and  your  general  has  now  leisure  to 
proclaim  to  the  world  what  he  has  noticed  with  admiration  and 
pride....your  undaunted  courage,  your  patriotism  and  patience,  wi- 
der hardships  and  fatigue.  Natives  of  different  states,  acting  to- 
gether for  the  first  time  in  this  camp  :  different  in  habits  and  in 
language,  instead  of  viewing  in  these  circumstances,  the  germ  of 
distrust  and  division,  you  have  made  them  the  source  of  an  ho- 
iiourable  emulation,  and  from  the  seeds  of  discord  itself  havp 
reaped  the  fruits  of  an  honourable  union. 

This  day  completes  the  fourth  week  since  fifteen  hundred  of 
you  attacked  treble  your  number  of  men  who  had  boasted  of  their 
discipline,  and  their  services  under  a  celebrated  leader,  in  a  long 
;and  eventful  war,  attacked  them  in  their  camp,  the  moment  they 
had  profaned  the  soil  of  freedom  with  their  hostile  tread,  and  in- 
flicted a  blow  which  was  a  prelude  to  the  final  result  of  their  at- 
tempt to  conquer,  or  the  poor  contrivance  to  divide  us.  A  few 
hours  was  sufficient  to  unite  the  gallant  band,  though  at  the  mo- 
ment they  received  the  welcome  order  to  march  they  were  sepa- 
rated many  leagues  in  different  directions  from  the  city;  the  gay 
rapidity  of  the  march,  the  cheerful  countenances  of  the  officers 
and  men,  would  have  induced  a  belief  that  some  festive  enter- 
tainment, not  the  strife  of  battle,  was  the  object  to  which  they 
hastened  with  so  much  eagerness  and  alacrity.  In  the  conflict 
that  ensued,  the  same  spirit  was  supported,  and  my  commu- 
nications to  the  executive  of  the  United  States  have  testified  the 
sense  I  entertained  of  the  merits  of  the  corps  and  officers  that 
were  engaged.  Resting  on  the  field  of  battle,  they  retired  in  per- 
fect order  on  the  next  morning  to  these  lines,  destined  to  become 
the  scene  of  future  victories,  which  they  were  to  share  with  the 
rest  of  you,  my  brave  companions  in  arms.  Scarcely  were  your 
lines  a  protection  against  musket  shot,  when,  on  the  29th,  a  dis- 
position was  made  to  attack  them  with  all  the  pomp  and  parade 
of  military  tactics,  as  improved  by  those  veterans  of  the  Spanish 
war. 

Their  batteries  of  heavy  cannon  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  ;  their 
rockets  illuminated  the  air,  and  under  their  cover  two  strong  co- 
lumns threatened  our  flanks.  The  foe  insolently  thought  this 
spectacle  was  too  imposing  to  be  resisted,  and  in  the  intoxication 
of  his  pride  he  already  saw  our  lines  abandoned  without  a  contest 
....how  were  these  menacing  appearances  met  ? 

By  shouts  of  defiance,  by  a  manly  countenance,  not  to  be  sha- 
ken by  the  roar  of  his  cannon,  by  the  glare  of  his  fire-work  rock- 
ets ;  by  an  artillery  served  with  superior  skill  and  with  deadly  ef- 
fect. Never,  my  brave  friends,  can  your  general  forget  the  testi- 
monials of  attaohment  to  our  glorious  cause,  of  indignant  hatred 
%t>  our  foe,  of  affectionate  confidence  in  your  chief,  that  resound- 
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*(f  in  6^'ery  rank  as  he  passed  along  your  line.  This  animating 
and  unexpected  scene  damped  the  courage  of  the  enemy  ;  he 
dropped  his  scaling  ladders  and  fascines,  and  the  threatened  at- 
tack dwindled  into  a  demonstration,  which  served  only  to  show 
the  emptiness  of  his  parade,  and  inspire  you  with  a  just  confidence 
\n  yourselves. 

The  new  year  was  ushered  in  with  the  most  tremendous  fire 
his  whole  artillery  could  produce ;  a  few  hours  only,  however, 
were  necessary  for  the  brave  and  skilful  men  who  directed  our 
own,  to  dismount  his  cannon,  destroy  his  batteries,  and  effectually 
silence  his  fire.  Hitherto,  my  brave  friends,  in  the  contest  on  the 
h'nes,  your  courage  has  been  passive  only  ;  you  stood,  with  calm- 
ness, a  fire  that  would  have  tried  the  firmness  of  veterans,,  and 
you  anticipated  a  nearer  contest  with  an  eagerness  which  wae 
soon  to  be  gratified. 

On  the  8th  of  January  the  final  effort  was  made.  At  the  dawn 
of  day  the  batteries  opened  and  the  columns  advanced.  Knowing 
that  the  volunteers  from  Tennessee  and  militia  from  Kentucky 
were  stationed  on  your  left,  it  was  there  they  directed  their  chief 
attack. 

Reasoning  always  from  false  principles,  they  expected  little  op- 
position from  men  whose  officers  even  were  not  in  uniform,  v/ho- 
were  ignorant  of  the  rules  of  dress,  and  who  had  never  been  caned 
into  discipline.. ..fatal  mistake !  a  fire  incessantly  kept  up,  directed 
with  calmness  and  with  unerring  aim,  strewed  the  field  with  the 
brave  officers  and  men  of  the  column,  which  slowly  advanced, 
according  to  the  most  approved  rules  of  European  tactics,  and  was 
cut  down  by  the  untutored  courage  of  the  American  militia.  Un- 
able to  sustain  this  galling  and  unceasing  fire,. some  hundreds 
nearest  the  entrenchments  called  for  quarters,  which  was  granted 
....the  rest,  retreating,  were  rallied  at  some  distance,  but  only  to 
make  them  a  surer  mark  for  the  grape  and  cannister  shot  of  our 
artillery,  which,  without  exaggeration,  mowed  down  whole  ranks 
at  every  discharge ;  and  at  length  they  precipitately  retired  from 
the  field. 

Our  right  had  only  a  short  contest  to  sustain  with  a  few  rash 
men,  who,  fatally  for  themselves,  forced  their  entrance,  into  the 
unfinished  redoubt  on  the  river.  They  were  quickly  dispossessed, 
and  this  glorious  day  terminated  with  the  loss  to  the  enemy  of 
their  commander  in  chief,  and  one  major  general  killed,  another 
major  general  wounded,  the  most  experienced  and  bravest  of 
their  officers,  and  more  than  three  thousand  men  killed,  wounded 
and  missing;  while  our  ranks,  my  friends,  were  thinned  only  by 
the  loss  of  six  of  our  brave  companions  killed,  and  seven  disabled 
by  wounds....  wonderful  interposition  of  Heaven  '  unexampled  event 
in  the  history  of  war  ! 
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Let  us  be  grateful  to  the  God  of  battles  who  ha?  directed  the 
arrows  of  indignation  against  our  invaders,  while  he  covered 
"A-itb  the  protecting  shield  the  brave  defenders  of  their  country. 

After  this  unsuccejsful  and  disastrous  attempt,  their  spirits  were 
broken,  their  force  was  destroyed,  and  their  whole  attention  was 
<-mplo;>ed  in  providing  means  of  escape.  This  they  have  effected  ; 
leaving  their  heavy  artillery  in  our  power,  and  many  of  their 
Nvoundtd  to  our  clemency.  The  consequences  of  this  short  but 
decisive  campaign,  are  incalculable  important.  The  pride  of  our 
arrogant  enemy  iiumbled,  his  torces  broken,  hisieaders  killed,  his 
insolent  hopes  of  our  disunion  frustrated,  his  expectations  of  riot- 
ing  in  our  spoils,  and  wasting  our  country,  thanged  into  ignomi- 
nious defeat,  shameful  tiight,  and  a  reluctant  acknowledgment  of 
the  humanity  and  kindness  of  those  whom  he  had  .doomed  to  a!' 
the  horrors  and  humiliations  of  a  conquered  state. 

On  the  other  side,  unanimity  established,  disaffection  crusht.. 
confidence  restored,  your  country  saved  from  conquest,  your  ptc- 
perty  from  pillage,  your  wives  and  daughters  from  insult  and  vio- 
lation, the  union  preserved  from  dismemberment,  and  perhaps  a 
period  put,  by  this  decisive  stroke,  to  a  barbarous  and  sa- 
vage war.  These,  my  brave  friends,  are  the  consequences  of  the 
-Mtorts  you  have  made,  and  the  successes  with  which  they  have 
H^een  ci  owned  by  heaven. 

These  important  results  have  been  eflfected  by  the  united  courage 
and  perseycr.-.nce  of  the  army;  but  which  the  difFeient  corps,  as 
w-ell  as  the  i  lividuals  that  compose  it,  have  vied  with  each  other 
in  their  exc;.::ns  to  produce.  The  share  they  have  respectively 
bad  will  be  i-c'.nted  out  in  the  general  order  accompanying  this  ad- 
dress. But  the  gratitude,  tiie  nd miration  of  their  country,  ofFers 
a  fairer  reward  than  that  which  any  general  can  bestow,  and  the 
best  is  that  of  which  they  can  never  be  deprived,  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  done  their  duty,  and  of  meriting  the  applause  they 
\y'.l\  receive. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

H.  Q..  7th  Military  Disti-ict,  Camp  beloiv  Nezvorleans^ 
Jdjutaiit  General's  office,  Jan.  12, 1815. 
nefore  the  camp  at  these  memorable  lines  shall  be  broken  up, 
•he  general  thinks  it  a  duty  to  the  brave  army  which  has  defend- 
ed them,  publicly  to  notice  the  conduct  of  the  different  corps  which 
compose  it. ..The  behaviour  of  the  regular  troops,  consisting  of  parts 
of  the  7th  and  44th  regiments  of  infantry,  and  the  corps  of  marines^ 
all  commanded  by  Col.  Ross.,  has  been  such  as  to  merit  his  warm 
approbation.  The  7th  regiment  was  led  by  Major  Peyre,  and  the 
44th  by  Captain  Baker,  in  the  action  of  the  23d,  in  a  manner  that 
'Joes  thosC  officers  the  highest  honour.  They  have  continued 
t^-osgh  the  campaign  to  do  the",r  duty  with  the  ?ame  zeal  and  abi- 
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ifiy  with  which  It  was  commenced.  Oil  that  occasion  the  coun- 
try lost  3  valuable  officer  in  the  ddatU  of  Lieutenant  M'Ciellen  of 
the  7th  infantry,  who  fell  while  bravely  leading  his  company..... 
Lieutenant  Dupy  of  the  44th,,  although  severely  wounded  in  this 
action,  returned  in  time  to  take  a  share  in  all  subsequent  attacks. 

To  the  Tennessee  mounted  riflemen,  to  their  gallant  leader. 
Brigadier  General  Coffee,  the  general  presents  his  warmest  thanks^ 
not  only  for  their  uniform  good  conduct  in  action,  but  for  the  won- 
derful patience  with  which  they  have  borne  the  fatigue,  and  the 
perseverance  with  which  they  have  surmounted  the  difificulties  of 
a  most  painful  march  in  order  to  meet  the  enemy  ;  a  diligence 
and  zt-al  to  which  we  probably  owe  the  salvation  of  the  country. 
Ordinary  activity  would  have  brought  them  too  late  to  act  the 
brilliant  part  they  have  performed  in  the  defeat  of  our  invaders. 
All  the  officers  of  that  corps  have  distinguished  themselves;  but 
the  general  cannot  avoid  mentioning  the  name  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Lauderdale,  who  fell  on  the  night  of  the  23d  ;  and  those 
of  Colonels  Dyer,  Gibson  and  Elliot,  who  were  wounded,  but  dis- 
daining personal  considerations,  remained  firm  to  their  duty. 

The  cavalry  from  the  Mississippi  territory,  under  their  enter- 
prizing  leader.  Major  Hinds,  was  always  ready  to  perform  every 
service  which  the  nature  of  the  country  enabled  them  to  execute. 
The  daring  manner  in  which  they  reconnoitred  the  en t my  on  his 
lines  excited  the  admiration  of  one  army,  and  the  astonishment 
of  the  other. 

Major  General  Carroll,  commanding  the  detachmeut  of  West 
Tennessee  militia,  has  shown  the  greatest  zeal  for  the  service,  a 
strict  attention  to  duty,  and  an  ability  and  courage  that  will  ai 
ways  recommend  him  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country.  His  troops 
have,  since  the  lines  were  formed,  occupied  and  defended  the  weak- 
est part  of  them,  and  borne  without  a  murmur,  an  encampment 
on  a  marshy  and  unhealthy  soiL  In  the  memorable  action  of  the 
8th  January,  the  chief  effort  of  the  enemy  was  directed  against 
them  ;  but  their  valour,  and  that  of  the  brave  men  who  support 
ed  them,  (General  CofTee's  brigade  on  the  left,  and  a  part  of  the 
Kentucky  troops  on  the  right)  soon  made  it  clear  that  a  rampart 
of  high  minded  men  is  a  better  defence  than  the  most  regular  for- 
tification. General  Adair,  who,  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  Ge- 
neral Thomas,  brought  up  the  Kentucky  militia,  has  shown  that 
troops  will  always  be  valiant  when  their  leaders  are  so.  No  men 
ever  displayed  a  more  gallant  spirit  than  these  did  under  that 
mosi  valuable  officer.     His  country  is  under  obligations  to  him. 

The  general  would  be  ungrateful  or  insensible  to  merit,  if  he 
did   not  particularly  notice  the   conduct  of  the  officers  and   men 

who  so  bravely  supported,  and  so  skilfully  directed  his  aitiliery 

Colonel  M'Rea,  in  the  action   of  the   23d,  showed,  as   he  aiwaAs 
3  O 
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does,  great  courage.  Lieutenant  Spotts,  under  whose  immediate 
direction  our  artillery  had  been  placed,  led  it  to  action  with  a  dar- 
ing courage  worthy  of  admiration.  Captain  Humphrey  command^ 
ed  the  first  battery  on  our  right  ;  the  service  is  greatly  indebted 
to  that  otRcer,  not  only  for  the  able  and  gallant  manner  in  which 
he  directed  his  fire,  but  for  the  general  activity  he  displayed  in 
his  department. 

Lieutenant  Norris  of  the  navy,  with  Mr.  Walkers  Martin,  and 
a  detachment  of  seamen,  were  stationed  at  the  second  battery ; 
and  Lieutenant  Gravvley,  with  Mr.  W.  Livingston  (master's  mate) 
with  a  similar  detachment,  were  stationed  at  a  32  pounder,  which 
was  remarkably  well  directed  •  the}'  performed  their  duty  with 
the  zeal  and  bravery  which  have  always  characterized  the  navy 
of  the  United  States.  Captains  Dominique  and  Belluche,  lately 
commanding  privateers  at  Barataria,  with  part  of  their  former 
crews,  and  many  brave  citizens  of  Neworieans,  were  stationed  at 
■Nos.  3  and  4.  The  general  cannot  avoid  giving  his  warmest  ap- 
probation of  the  manner  in  which  these  gentlemen  have  uniform- 
ly conducted  themselves  while  under  his  command,  and  of  the 
gallantry  with  which  ihev  have  redeemed  the  pledge  they  gave 
at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  to  defend  the  country.  The  bro- 
thers of  Lafitte*have  exhibited  the  same  courage  and  fidelity  ;  and 
the  general  promises  that  the  government  shall  be  duly  apprized 
of  their  conduct.  Colonel  Perry,  deputy  quarter- master-general, 
volunteered  his  services  at  No.  6  ;  he  was  ably  aided  by  Lieuten- 
ant Kerr,  of  the  artillery ;  his  battery  was  well  served,  bravely 
supported,  and  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy.  Nos.  8  and  9  were 
directed  by  Lieutenant  Spotts,  with  his  usual  skill  and  bravery,  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  Cheanveau. 

The  general  takes  the  highest  pleasure  in  noticing  the  conduct 
of  General  De  Flaujac,  commanding  one  of  the  brigades  of  mili- 
tia of  this  state,  and  member  of  the  senate.  His  brigade  not  be- 
ing in  the  field,  as  soon  as  the  invasion  was  known,  he  repaired  to 
the  camp  and  offered  himself  as  a  volunteer  for  the  service  of  a 
piece  of  artillery,  which  he  directed  with  the  skill  which  was  to 
be  expected  from  an  experienced  artillery  officer;  disdaining  the 
exemption  afforded  by  his  seat  in  the  senate,  he  continued  in  his 
subordinate  but  honourable  station,  and  by  his  example,  as  well 
as  his  exertion,  has  rendered  essential  service  to  his  country.  Mr. 
Sebastian  Hiriart,  of  the  same  body,  set  the  same  example,  serv- 
ed a  considerable  time  in  the  ranks  of  the  volunteer  battalion,  and 
afterwards  as  adjutant  of  coloured  troops.  Major  Planche's  bat 
talion  of  volunteers,  though  deprived  of  the  valuable  services  of 
Maior  Carmac,  who  commanded  them,  by  a  wound  which  that 
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otficer  received  in  the  attack  of  the  28th  December,  have  real- 
ized all  the  anticipations  which  the  general  had  formed  of  their 
conduct.  Major  Planche  and  .Vlajor  St.  Geme,  of  tliat  corps,  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  activity,  their  courage  and  their 
zeal  ;  and  the  whole  corps  have  greatly  contributed  to  enable  the 
geneial  to  redeem  the  pledge  he  gave,  when  at  the  opening  of 
the  campaign  he  promised  the  country  not  only  safety,  but  a  splen- 
did triumph  over  an  insolent  invader.  The  two  corps  of  coloured 
volunteers  have  not  disappointed  the  hopes  that  were  formed  of 
their  courage  and  perseverance  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
Majors  Lacoste  and  Daquin  who  commanded  them,  ha^e  deserv- 
ed well  of  their  country.  Captain  Savary's  conduct  has  been  no- 
ticed in  the  account  rendered  of  the  battle  of  the  23d,  and  that 
officer  has  since  continued  to  merit  the  iiig!\e«t  prai»^.  Captain 
Seal's  company  of  the  city  riflemen  has  sustai-K-d  by  iis  s.iosequent 
conduct,  the  reputation  it  acquired  in  the  action  of  the  2id.  Col. 
de  la  Ronde,  of  the  Louisiana  militia,  has  been  extremely  ser- 
viceable by  his  >'xertions,  and  has  sho -vn  great  courage,  aid  uni- 
form atvachmeiit  to  the  cause  of  the  country.  General  Humbert, 
who  .)ffered  his  services  as  a  volunteer,  has  continually  exposed 
himself  to  the  greatest  dangers  with  his  characteristic  bravery,  as 
has  also  the  Mexican  Field  Marshal  Don  Juan  de  Anavar,  who 
acted  in  the  same  capacity.  The  general  acknowledges  the  im- 
portant assistance  he  has  received  from  Commodore  Patterson  as 
well  by  his  professional  exertion,  as  the  zealous  co-operation  of 
his  department  during  the  whole  course  of  the  campaign.  Cap- 
tain Henley,  on  board  the  Caroline,  and  afterwards  in  directing 
the  erection  of  several  batteries  at  the  Bayou  and  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river,  was  of  great  utility  to  the  army.  Lieut.  Alexis 
of  the  army,  stationed  in  the  navy  arsenal,  was  indefatigable  for 
exertions  to  forward  to  the  army  every  thing  that  could  facilitate 
its  operations  ;  his  zeal  and  activity  deserve  the  notice  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Major  Nicks,  who,  by  an  accidental  wound  was  de- 
prived of  the  pleasure  of  commanding  the  7th  regiment  during  the 
campaign,  was  continually  employed  in  the  fort,  and  furnished 
the  ammunition  and  artillery  that  were  wanted,  with  the  great- 
est activity  and  promptitude. 

To  the  volunteers  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  to  the  militia 
of  the  remoter  part  of  this  state,  who  have  arrived  since  the  deci- 
sive action  of  the  8th,  the  general  tenders  his  thanks,  and  is  con- 
vinced that  nothing  but  opportunity  was  wanting  to  entitle  them 
to  the  praise  that  have  been  merited  by  the  rest  of  the  army.  Cap- 
tain Ogden's  troop  of  horse  was  peculiarly  useful  by  their  local 
knowledge  of  the  ground  on  which  they  acted,  and  the  small  de- 
tachment of  Attakapas  dragoons,  stationed  near  headquarters, 
were  indefatigable  in  performing  all  the  duties  which  devolved 
«n  them. 
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The  general  would  not  do  justice  to  his  staff  if  iie  did  not  bejtovjr 
deserved  praise  on  the  adjutant  general,  Colouel  Butler,  and  his 
asi^istant  Major  Chotara,  tor  the  zeal  and  activity  hi  the  important 
depar;ment  of  service  confined  on  them,  and  for  tne  bravery  which 
led  them  wherever  danger  or  duty  requirpd  their  presence.  The 
vigilance,  courage  and  attent:on  to  duty  exhibited  during  the 
campaign  by  Colonel  Haynes,  and  his  two  assistants,  Majors  Da- 
vis and  Hampton  have  been  appreciated  as  they  deserve  to  be  by 
the  general. ' 

The  generai-s  aids  de-camp,  Thomas  D.  Butler  and  Captain 
John  Reed,  as  well  as  his  volunteer  aids,  Messrs.  Livingston,  Dun- 
can, Grymes,  Duplessis  and  Major  Davezac  de  Castera,  tne  judge 
advocate,  have  merited  the  thanks  of  tat  general  by  the  calm  and 
deliberate  courage  they  have  displayed  on  every  occasion,  and 
in  every  situation  that  called  it  forth.  The  topographical  engi- 
neer, NIaj.  Tatum,  exhibited  all  the  ardour  of  youth  in  the  hour  of 
peril,  united  to  the  experience  acquired  by  his  long  service.  The 
chief  engineer.  Major  Lacarriere  de  la  Tour,  has  been  useful  to 
the  army  by  his  talents  and  bravery.  The  same  praises  art  due  to 
his  assistants.  Captain  Lewis  Liv  ;.gi,ton  and  Mr.  Latrobe.  The 
medical  staff  has  merited  well  of  the  country,  and  the  general 
\vouid  not  do  justice  to  his  own  feelings  were  he  to  withhold  from 
Doctor  Kerr,  ho.«pital  surgeon,  who  volunteered  his  service.-,  and 
Doctor  Flood,  the  just  tribute  of  applause  deserved  by  them  for 
their  medical  skill  and  personal  bravery.  The  quarter  master's 
department  tho'  deprived  of  the  personal  exertions  of  Col.  Piatt, 
who  was  wounded  in  the  night  action  of  the  23d,  performed  well 
all  their  duties.  Major  General  Villere  and  Brigadier  General 
Morgan  have  merited  the  approbation  of  the  general  by  their  un- 
wearied attention  since  they  took  the  field. 

The  large  raortar  was  ably  directed  by  Captain  .Lefebvre  and 
by  Mr.  Gilbert.  Captain  Planchard  was  very  useful  as  an  en- 
gineer, and  merits  the  general's  praise  for  the  celerity  and  skill 
>^-ith  which  he"  erected  the  battery  which  now  commands  the 
river,  on  the  right  of  the  camp.  Mr.  Bosquet  and  Mr.  Decoin, 
of  Major  St.  Geme's  company  displayed  great  knowledge  and  dex- 
terity as  artillerists.  To  the  whole  army  the  general  presents  the 
assurance  of  his  otficial  approbation,  and  of  his  individual  regard. 
This  splendid  campaign  will  be  considered  as  entitling  every  man 
who  has  served  in  it  to  the  salutation  of  his  brother  in  arms. 

By  command.     ROBERT  BUTLER, 
Adjutant  General. 

Adjutant  GeneraVs  office^  NetvorleanSf  Jan.  31,  1815. 
The  major  general  in  justice  to  his  own  feelings,  and  as  a  tri- 
bute to  merit,  takes  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  a  few  office!:.«;., 
omitted  in  the  general  order. 
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Captains  M'Mahan  and  Pace,  and  Lieutenant  Cromford,  of 
General  Coffee's  brigade,  in  the  action  of  ttie  23d  December, 
fell  like  freemen,  worthy  the  name,  nobly  contending  with  the 
enemy.  Colonel  Anderson  of  Major  General  Carroll's  division, 
fell  in  a  sortie  on  the  29th  at  the  head  of  his  command.  The  army 
were  witnesses  to,  and  admirers  of  his  bravery. 

Lieutenant  Leach  of  the  7th  IJ.  S.  infantry,  was  severely  woun- 
ded in  the  side  on  the  23d,  and  refused  to  leave  the  ground  until 
compelled  the  next  day  from  extreme  pain  ;  but  returned  in  time 
to  perform  his  duty  in  the  subsequent  engagements. 

Captain  Smith  and  his  brave  troops  from  bayou  Sarah,  were 
believed  to  be  part  of  the  Mississippi  dragoons,  and  were  included 
as  such  in  the  mention  made  of  that  corps.  The  .najor  general 
tenders  to  him  and  his  brave  troops,  an  expression  of  entire  appro- 
bation of  their  conduct.  Captain  Griffin,  and  that  part  of  his  com- 
pany of  mounted  gunmen  with  him  in  the  action  of  the  23d,  did 
their  duty. 

Midshipman  Erasmus  Watkins  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  from  mistake 
is  give.i  as  Mr.  W.  Martin  in  the  general  orders;  to  him  therefore 
is  meritedly  due  the  mention  made  of  said  Martin. 

Judge  Lewis,  who  disdained  to  shield  himself  under  his  judicial 
cloak,  volunteered  his  services  in  Captain  Beal's  rifle  company, 
and  performed  his  duty  in  a  manner  highly  honourable  to  him- 
self. By  command, 

R.  BUTLER,  Adj't.  Gen. 

General  Jackson  afterwards  addressed  letters  to  Commodore 
Patterson  and  other  officers  of  the  navy,  as  well  as  to  the  mayor 
and  citizens  of  Neworleans,  in  which  he  acknowledged  their  val- 
our and  bravery  in  greatly  assisting  towards  the  defence  of  the 
city. 

Jpostolic  Mandate f  ^c?....On  the  18th  of  December,  the  Rev. 
William  Dubourg,  apostolical  administrator  of  the  diocese  of  Lou- 
isiana, issued  a  mandate  to  the  clergy,  &c.  of  Neworleans,  order- 
ing prayers  to  be  said  in  the  churches  of  that  city,  on  the  ISth, 
20th,  and  21st  of  that  month,  together  with  the  administration  of 
the  blessed  sacrament  and  the  psalm  Misrere,  to  implore  divine 
protection  on  the  arms  of  their  brave  defenders.  This  instrument 
was  submitted  to  General  Jackson,  received  his  warmest  approba- 
tion, and  was  printed  and  circulated  at  his  request:  thus  showing 
that  he  was  not  insensible  of  a  proper  reliance  on  Providence  for 
the  success  of  his  undertakings. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  praise 
to  Almighty  God  was  observed  at  Neworleans.  During  the  solem- 
nity of  the  ceremonies,  the  Rev.  William  Dubourg  delivered  the 
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following  elegant  and   higlil>  timshed  address   to   Major  Geuera* 
Jackson,  accompHnied  witli  a  wreath  of  laurt  1 : 

•■^General While  the  state  of  Louisiana,  iu  the  joyful  trans- 
ports of  htr  graiitude,  hails  yuu  as  her  deliverer,  and  the  asserter 
of  her  menaced  liberties;  while  grateful  America,  as  lately  wrapt 
t:p  in  anxious  suspense,  on  tiie  fate  of  this  important  city,  the  em- 
porium of  the  wealth  of  one  half  of  her  territory,  and  the  true 
bulwark  of  its  independence,  is  now  re-echoing  from  shore  to 
shore  your  splendid  achievements,  and  preparing  to  inscribe  your 
same  on  her  immortal  rolls  among  those  of  her  Washingtons  ; 
while  history,  poetry,  and  the  monumental  arts  will  vie  in  con- 
signing to  the  admiration  of  the  latest  posterity,  a  triumph  perhaps 
unparalleled  in  their  records;  while  thus  raised  by  universal  ac- 
clamation to  the  very  pinnacle  of  IVime,  and  ascending  clouds  of 
incense,  how  easy  it  had  been  for  you,  General,  to  forget  the  prime 
mover  of  your  wonderful  successes,  and  to  assume  to  yourself  a 
praise  which  must  essentitilly  return  to  (hat  exalted  source  whence 
every  sort  of  merit  is  derived  .'....But,  better  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  true  glory,  and  justly  placing  the  summit  of  your  ambi- 
tion in  proving  yt»urself  the  worthy  instrument  of  Heaven's  mer- 
ciful designs,  the  first  impulse  of  your  religious  heart  was  to  ac- 
knowledge the  sign'il  interposition  of  Providence;  your  first  step 
is  a  solemn  display  of  your  humble  sense  of  his  favours.  Still  agi- 
tated at  the  remembrance  of  these  dreadful  agonies  from  which 
we  have  been  so  miraculously  rescued,  it  is  our  pride  also  to  ac- 
knowledge that  the  Almighty  has  only  had  the  principal  hand  in 
our  deliverance,  and  to  follow  you,  general,  in  attributing  to  his 
infinite  goodness  the  homage  of  our  unfeigned  gratitude.  Let  the 
infatuated  votary  of  a  blind  chance  deride  our  credulous  simplicity ; 
let  the  cold-heaited  Atheist  look  up  for  your  explanation  of  such 
important  events  to  the  aiere  concatenation  of  human  causes;  to 
us,  the  whole  universe  is  loud  in  proclaiming  a  Supreme  Ruler, 
who,  as  he  holds  the  hearts  of  men  in  his  hands,  holds  also  the 
thread  of  all  contingent  occurences. 

*'  Whatever  be  his  intermediate  agent  (says  an  illustrious  pre- 
late) still  on  the  secret  orders  of  his  all  ruling  providence  depend 
the  rise  and  prosperity,  as  well  as  die  decline  and  downfall  of 
empires.  From  his  lofty  throne  above,  he  moves  every  scene  be- 
low, now  curbing,  now  letting  loose  the  passions  of  men :  now 
infusing  his  own  wisdom  into  the  leaders  of  nations,  now  confoun- 
ding their  boasted  prudence  and  spreading  upon  their  councils  a 
spirit  of  intoxication,  and  thus  executing  his  uncontroulable  judg- 
ments on  the  sons  of  men,  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  un- 
erring justice. 

»■•  To   him,  thi^refore,   our  most  fervent  thanks  are  due  for  our 
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tare  unexpected  rescue  ;  and  it  is  him  we  chiefly  intend  to  praise^ 
when,  considerin£j  you,  general,  as  the  man  of  his  right  handj. 
whom  he  has  taken  pains  to  fit  out  for  the  important  commissioa 
of  our  defence,  we  extol  that  fecundity  of  genius,  by  which,  in 
an  instant  of  the  most  discouraging  distress,  you  created  unfore- 
seen resources.... raised,  as  it  were,  from  the  ground,  hosts  of  intrc 
pid  warriors,  and  provided  every  vulnerable  point  with  ample 
means  of  defence.  To  him  we  trace  that  instinctive  superiority 
of  your  mind,  which  at  once  rallied  around  you  universal  confi- 
dence, impressed  one  irresistible  movement  to  all  the  jarring  ele- 
ments of  which  this  political  machine  is  composed,  aroused  their 
slumbering  spirits,  and  diffused  through  every  rank  that  noble  ar- 
dour which  glowed  in  your  own  bosom.  To  him,  in  fine,  we  ad- 
dress our  acknowledgments  for  that  consummate  prudence  which 
defeated  all  the  combinations  of  a  sagacious  enemy,  entangled 
him  in  the  very  snares  which  he  had  spread  before  us,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  his  utter  destruction,  without  once  exposing  the 
lives  of  citizens.  Immortal  thanks  be  to  his  Supreme  Majesty,  for 
sending  us  such  an  instrument  of  his  bountiful  designs  !  A  gift  of 
that  value  is  the  best  token  of  the  continuance  of  his  protection..., 
the  most  solid  encouragement  to  ns  to  sue  for  new  favours.  The 
first  which  it  emboldens  us  humbly  to  supplicate,  as  it  is  the  near- 
er to  our  throbbing  hearts,  is,  that  you  may  long  enjoy,  general, 
ihe  honours  of  your  grateful  country,  of  which  you  will  permit  u.v 
to  present  you  a  pledge  in  this  wreath  of  laurel,  the  prize  of  vie 
tory,  the  symbol  of  immortality.  The  next  is  a  speedy  and  hon- 
ourable termination  of  the  bloody  contest  in  which  we  are  engag 
ed.  No  one  has  so  efficaciously  laboured  as  you,  general,  for  the 
acceleration  of  that  blissful  period ;  may  we  soon  reap  that  sweet- 
est fruit  of  your  splendid  and  uninterrupted  victories." 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  ANSWER. 
^'*  Reverend  Sir, 

"I  receive  with  gratitude  and  pleasure  the  symbolical  crovvi. 
which  piety  has  prepared.  I  receive  it  in  the  name  of  the  bravt 
men  who  have  so  effectually  seconded  my  exertions  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  country....they  well  deserve  the  laurels  which 
their  country  will  bestow. 

"For  myself,  to  have  been  instrumental  in  the  deliverance  of 
such  a  country,  is  the  greatest  blessing  that  Heaven  could  confer- 
That  it  has  been  effected  with  so  little  loss.. ..that  so  few  tearr 
should  cloud  the  smiles  of  our  triumph,  and  not  a  cypress  leaf  be 
interwoven  in  the  wreath  which  you  present,  is  a  source  of  the 
most  exquisite  enjoyment. 

"  I  thank you,reverend  sir,most  sincerely,  for  the  prayers  wbicU 
vou  offer  up  for  my  happiness.  May  those  your  patriotism  dictatf"* 


480  sllE'it5Hii:j  0« 

for  our  beloved  country  be  first  heard.  Ana  naay  mine  <6r 
your  individual  prosperity,  as  well  as  that  of  the  congregations 
committed  to  your  care,  be  favourably  received ;  the  prosptrity, 
the  wealth,  the  happiness  of  this  city  will  then  be  cominensurat<-^ 
'vvith  the  courage  and  other  great  qualities  of  its  inhabitants." 

Notwithstanding  the  departure  of  the  enemy  from  the  island  of 
Orleans,  General  Jackson,  having  in  view  the  possibility  of  their 
again  appearing  to  invade  the  city,  particularly  il  its  defences 
weie  left  unguarded,  still  continued  martial  law,  and  enjoined  0 
strict  military  discipline  upon  the  troop?. 

Capture  of  fort  Boxvyer Chagrined  and  disappointed  at  their 

repulse  at  Orleans,  the  enemy  seemed  determined  not  to  leave  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  until  they  had  accomplished  something,  I'hey 
accordingly  sailed  for  Mobile  Point,  150  miles  east  01  Nevvorleans, 
and  on  the  6th  of  February  arrived  off  that  place  in  great  force. 
On  the  7th  they  commenced  landing  their  troops  between  the 
Point  and  the  river  Perdido,  as  also  on  Dauphine  i.^Iand,  opposite 
the  point,  and  distant  3  miles.  On  the  8th,  the  enemy  commen- 
ced bombarding  the  fort,  both  by  land  ajjd  water,  which  they 
continued  without  much  intermission  until  the  12th,  when  Lt.  Col. 
(formerly  Major)  Lawrence,  commander  of  the  fort,  finding  him- 
self sun  ounded  by  thousands,  and  nearly  reduced  of  provisions, 
was  compelled  to  capitulate.  General  Winchester,  who  was  sta- 
tioned at  Mobile,  had  ordered  a  detachment  over  the  bay,  with  a 
view  to  divert  the  enemy  from,  his  object;  but  it  arrived  about 
24  hours  too  4ate,  though  in  time  to  capture  one"  of  the  enemy's 
barges  with  17  seamen. 

The  enemy  took  immediate  possession  of  the  fort  and  garrison^ 
which  consisted  of  iQQ  men,  including  officers,  but  these  were 
soon  afterwards  exchanged.  The  British  loss  during  the  bom- 
bardment   was   between    30  and  40   killed    and  wounded The 

Arnericans  had  2  or  3  wounded. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  General  M'Intosh  arrived  at  Mobile, 
at  the  head  of  a  considerable  body  of  Georgia  troops,  and  was 
momently  expecting  an  attack  from  the  enemy  until  the  morning 
of  the  22d,  when  a  flag  boat  was  sent  from  the  British  fleet 
to  get  some  prisoners  exchanged,  which  brought  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Lord  Bathurst  to  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  informing  him 
of  a  treaty  of  peace  having  been  sent  to  the  United  Slates  from 
our  ministers  at  Ghent  for  latificaticn.  The  major  (Todd)  char- 
ged with  the  flag,  also  brought  a  verbal  communication  to  Gen. 
M'Intosh  from  Gen.  Lambert,  commanding  the  British  army  on 
that  station,  saymg  that  all  offensive  operations  on  their  part 
should  cease  imtii  the  pleasure  of  their  government  should  be 
known. 
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It  was  not  until  the  15th  of  March  that  General  Jackson  re- 
ceived official  information  at  Neworleans  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  by  our  government  ;  when  he  immediately  revoked  the 
order  proclaiming  martial  law,  having  deea>ed  it  essential  to  the 
safety  of  the  city  to  continue  it  in  force  until  that  time.  He  then 
discharged  the  volunteers  and  militia  remaining  on  duty. 

Biographical  sketch  of  Gen.  Ja>clcson....After  the  recent  succes- 
sion of  great  events,  now  seen  by  all  to  have  been  externally  con' 
troled  by  the  mighty  powers  of  one  man,  our  solicitude  is  impatient 
to  know  the  materials  of  which  this  extraordinary  character  is 
composed. ...who  and  what  were  his  parents  to  produce  such  an  off- 
spring ?  What  incidents  of  his  boyish  years  foretold  the  brilliancy 
and  the  energy  of  a  mind,  now  perfected  for  the  most  daring  ex- 
ploits and  creative  for  his  wants  even  when  all  around  was  a  cha- 
os without  form  and  void  ?  Had  the  subject  of  our  enquiries  been 
the  vain  and  blustering  herald  of  himself,  we  should  have  wanted 
inducements  to  explore  a  dark  mine  where  no  precious  material, 
where  no  diamond  blazed  in  the  dust.  He  is  not  his  own  bio- 
grapher  to  tell  us  what  *'0UR  GENERAL  "  has  done,  nor  has  he 
threatened  to  "  look  doxvn  opposition."  He  has  trusted  his  fame 
to  his  own  exploits.  We  know  little  more  of  this  luminary  than 
by  what  we  can  behold  while  dazzled  with  its  effulgence  pouring 
from  its  excentric  orbit.  The  familiar  friends  of  Gen.  Jackson 
permit  us  to  know  but  little  of  his  early  life  and  by  no  means  have 
we  enough  to  pourtray  the  man.  We  have  however  gleaned 
something.  The  little  which  we  posses  is,  thai  Gen.  Jackson  was 
born  in  Lancaster  in  South-Carolina,  in  what  is  there  denominated 
the  Waxhaw  settlement.  Having,  at  an  early  age,  lost  his  pa- 
rents, he  was  brought  up  by  Messrs.  Thomas  and  James  Crawford, 
his  uncles,  in  the  same  settlement.  He  was,  for  some  time,  a  stu- 
dent in  an  academy,  in  what  is  now  called  York  district,  then 
within  the  Waxhaw.  Mr.  Humphrey's  deserves  the  honor  of 
being  named  as  the  then  preceptor  of  this  academy.  Young  Jack- 
son afterwards  studied  the  profession  of  law.. ..was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  three  or  four  years  after  the  war  of  the  revolution,  he 
emigrated  to  the  now  state  of  Tennessee,  where  he  commenced 
the  practice  and  soon  became  eminent  in  his  profession.  His 
speeches  at  the  bar  were  always  considered  to  be  nervous  and  he 
was  admired  for  the  perspicuity  of  his  style.  He  was,  says  a  wri- 
ter, pointed  out  to  me  in  Knoxville  (Tennessee)  as  an  elegant  scol- 
ar.  In  early  life  he  was  poor  ;  his  industry  soon  made  him  rich. 
Generous  and  brave  in  his  disposition,  he  was  esteemed  by  all, 
who  knew  him.  His  influence  soon  became  extensive.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Tennessee  convention,  and  had  a  larga 
share  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution  of  that  state.  After  the 
adaaissioD  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  into  the  union,  he  was  electef! 
3  P 
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to  the  hou:c  ot  representatives  from  which  he  was  transferred  by 
the  Tennessee  legislature  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  This 
last  station  he  occupied  with  known  celebrity  till  he  was  appointed 
a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  law  and  equity  of  Tennessee. 

Having  held  this  office,  for  several  years,  with  honor  to  him- 
self and  with  the  reputation  of  impartial  justice  to  the  state,  he 
surrendered  the  scales  of  Justice  and  soon  accepted  the  sword  of 
a  major  general  in  the  state  militia.  The  desolate  villages  of  the 
formerly  haughty  and  powerful  Creeks,  evince  at  once  the  discern- 
ment of  his  state  and  the  extraordinary  talents  and  bravery  of  this 
chieftain. 

We  hazard  the  opinion,  that  it  is  not  only  necessary  that  a  mil- 
itary  commander  have  a  mind  prepared  for  any  event,  learned  in 
arms  and  prophetic  of  the  future,  but  that  he  have  an  external  ap- 
pearance suited  to  the  toils  of  the  field,  inspring  confidence  and 
overawing  insubordination. 

Of  Gt'n.  Jackson  after  his  deftruction  of  the  Creeks,  and  before 
his  defence  of  Nevv'orleanc,  a  writer  of  no  common  merit  ob- 
serves, "  He  is  tall,  thin  and  spare  ;  but  muscular  and  hardy,  with 
an  eye  quick  and  penetrating.  I  have  frequently  seen  him,  and 
fuch  was  the  impression  his  appearance  made  on  my  mind,  that  I 
have  said  to  myself  he  is  a  man  of  iron.  Adversity  can  make  no 
impression  on  a  bosom  braced  by  such  decision  and  firmness  as 
are  visible  in  his  face  and  manners.  Let  not  the  reader  conclude 
from  this,  that  he  is  haughty,  distant  and  imperious.. ..he  is  quite 
the  contrary.  True,  he  sports  not  with  the  feelings  of  otherg^, 
and  no  one  is  permitted  to  wound  his  with  impunity.  He  is  gay, 
communicative  and  liberal.  The  more  you  know  him,  the  more 
you  admire,  and  indeed  love  him.  To  be  a  patriot,  a  soldier  and 
a  gentleman,  is  sufficient  to  secure  the  inviolable  friendship  of  this 
distinguished  citizen.  To  the  poor  he  is  liberal;  to  the  unfortu- 
nate, charitable.  To  the  humblest  private  he  is  mild  and  tender : 
to  the  base  and  disaffected  to  his  country  he  is  stern  and  unbend- 
ing, and  yet  just.  He  is  above  fifty-five  years  of  age  ;  but  he  has 
a  juvenility  of  appearance,  which  would  make  him  ten  years 
younger.  He  is  married  ;  but  has  no  children.  If  in  the  field,, 
and  at  the  head  of  armies  in  battle,  we  admire  the  dauntless  sol- 
dier ;  we  love  the  man,  who  at  home  and  in  retirement  is  hospi- 
table and  friendly.  In  this  particular  the  general  is  pre-eminent- 
ly conspicuous." 

Thus  far  only  is  pourtrayed  to  us  the  very  distinguished  pe  son, 
who  seems  to  have  been  divinely  commissioned  successfully  to 
protect  our  country.,  as  well  against  the  best  disciplined  armies^, 
and  the  most  scientific  and  experienced  generals  of  Europe,  ae 
against  the  most  formidable  nation  of  savages  which  have  ever 
.'ncumbered  our  soil.  Called  to  Newcrleans  for  its  defence  by  the 
Imp'^rinne  ncrasjon,  and  by  th«»  command  f^f  his  govprnment,  h^ 
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there  had  scope  for  ail  the  versatility  of  his  talents,  and  for  all  the 
promptitude  and  decision  of  his  mind.  A  city  without  any  ade- 
quate fortifications,  upon  an  island,  approachable  m  a  hundred  av- 
enues, peopled  from  all  nations,  a  Babel  with  a  confusion  of  lan- 
guages, recently  admitted  to,  and  little  understanding  the  mild  in- 
stitutions of  our  government,  was  supposed  to  contain  materialf 
fitted  for  treason  and  to  be  readily  induced  to  submit  to  a  formida- 
ble invading  enemy. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  at  Neworleans  of  General  Jackson,  & 
consultation  for  the  safet}'  of  the  city  was  had,  at  which  his  Ex- 
cellency Governor  Claiborne  and  the  honourable  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  attended  as  advisory  to  General  Jackson.  In  this 
council  it  was  thought  to  be  necessary,  and  the  opinion  was  not 
opposed,  that  martial  law  should  be  proclaimed.  The  safety  of 
the  people  was  considered  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  The 
emergency  did  not  permit  the  delay  necessary  for  the  act  of  other 
legitimate  and  higher  authorities.  There  was  a  spirit  which  dar- 
efl  to  execute,  and  General  Jackson  proclaimed  martial  law.  Up- 
on the  approach  of  the  enemy,  a  portion  of  the  fickle  and  vibra- 
ting French  population,  obtained  from  the  resident  French  consul, 
certificates  of  French  citizenship.  The  general  allowed  their  va- 
lidity; but  sent  these  alien  exempts  from  military  duty,  under  a 
-•nilitary  guard,  120  miles  from  his  camp  and  besieged  city,  to  Ba- 
ton Rouge,  in  the  interior. 

A  printer  had  misrepresented  that  General  Jackson's  order  of 
removal  applied  indiscriminately  to  the  whole  French  population. 
The  French  consul  a  second  time  resisted  the  martial  law  by  claim- 
ing for  his  king  individuals  of  the  city  militia.  He  even  erected  a 
standard,  and  under  pretext  of  the  violations  of  the  liberty  of  the 
French  citizens,  invited  them  to  revolt.  General  Jackson  consid- 
ering further  forbearance  as  criminally  endangering  the  lives  of 
even  these  mongrel  citizens,  and  as  calculated  to  betray  the  city 
to  the  enemy,  arrested  this  consul ;  and  a  Judge  (Hall)  of  the  su- 
preme court  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  compel  the  enlarge-' 
ment  of  the  prisoner.  The  general  still  determined  to  maintain 
his  martial  law,  and  thereby  bind  together  this  heterogenous  popu- 
lation to  the  defence  of  the  city,  ordered  the  judge  into  confine- 
ment, and  to  be  removed  without  the  lines  of  defence.  Boldly 
indeed,  and  with  an  unyielding  spirit,  the  general  compelled  and 
controuled  the  public  safety. 

After  the  peace  was  officially  known  at  Neworleans  to  have 
been  ratified,  and  when  the  martial  law  had  ceased  to  operate^ 
General  Jackson  was  cited  to  answer  before  the  judge^  whom  he 
had  arrested,  to  show  cause  why  an  attachment  should  not  issue 
against  the  general  for  a  contempt  of  the  court  in  sundry  particu- 
lars relating  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  general  disdain- 
mg  to  evade  a  requisition  of  the  laW;,  submitted   himself  to  the 
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court,  and  by  his  council,  offered  to  present  t-o  it  his  defence  te 
writing,  but  which  was  contumeliously  rejected  without  being 
read.  This  trial  which  precluded  also  a  jury,  was  continued  from 
day  to  day  for  several  days,  when  on  the  last  day.  General  Jack- 
son walked  into  the  court-house  with  admirable  composure,  and 
exemplary  respect  for  the  high  authority  which  called  him  thither. 
He  approached  the  jud^e  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  having  dispen- 
sed with  the  friendly  offices  of  the  professional  gentleman  who  bad 
managed  his  case  before.  The  Judge  informed  the  general  that 
there  were  interrogatories  to  be  pronounced  to  him,  to  which  he 
was  desired  to  respond  :  the  general  replied  he  would  not  answer 
them,  saying,  "sir,  my  defence  in  this  accusation  has  been  offer- 
ed, and  you  have  denied  its  admission,  you  have  refused  me  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  my  motives,  and  the  necfissity  for  the 
adoption  of  the  martial  law  in  repelling  an  invading  foe,"  pointing 
out  at  the  same  moment  his  objections  \o  that  mode  of  proceed- 
ing under  which  the  enquiry  was  had,  to  know  whether  or  not 
the  attachment  should  issue.  "  I  was  then  with  these  brave  fel- 
lows in  arms,"  (alluding  to  the  surrounding  crowd.)  "  You  were 
not,  sir."*  The  judge  went  on  to  read  his  opinion.  The  gene- 
ral interrupted  him  with  much  apparent  deliberation,  saying,"  sir, 
state  facts,  and  confine  yourself  to  them.  Since  my  defence  is, 
and  has  been  precluded,  let  not  censure  constitute  a  part  of  this 
sought  for  punishment."  To  which  the  judge  replied...."  It  is 
with  delicacy,  general,  that  I  speak  of  your  name  or  character.... 
J  consider  you  the  saviour  of  the  country;  but  for  your  contempt 
of  authority,  or  that  effect,  you  will  pay  a  fine  of  1000  dollars." 
Here  the  general  interrupted  by  filling  a  check  for  that  sum,  on  the 
bank,  and  presenting  it  to  the  marshal,  which  was  received  in  dis- 
charge. The  general  then  retired,  observing,  on  his  passage  to 
the  door,  "  it  will  be  my  turn  next.'* 

At  the  door  he  was  received  amid  the  acclamations  of  the  ex- 
claiming populace,  with  which  the  streets  and  avenues  were  fill- 
ed, of  all  nations  and  colours.  A  coach  awaited  him  at  the  door 
of  the   court-house,  into    which    he  was   carried  and  seated,  the 

shafts  and  handles  of  which  were  eagerly  seized  by  the  people 

In  this  way  he  was  precipitated  through  the  streets  to  the  French 
coffee-house,  amid  the  shouts  of  vive  le  General  Jackson,  and  de- 
aoiuicing  his   prosecutors,  thence  to  the  American   coffee-house, 
•'      where  the  general  addressed  the  crowd  as  follows  : 

Felloxv-Citizens   and  Soldiers Behold  your  general,  under 

whom,  but  a  few  days  ago,  you  occupied  the  tented  field,  braving 
all   the  privations    and  dangers  in  repelling  and  defeating  your 

^  f  •  Let  it  be  remt  mbertd.  lliat  on  the  S4th  of  Di-cembtr  Judge  Hall  and  Jxid^f:  •»*•  obtained  gene 
tal  permissions  to  pass  ilip  guards  to  and  fro.  and  set  out  on  (uot.  pass,  d  llie  upper  gvai^  sbove  the  - 
ci^T  and  wojt  to  the  iutcrior,  whence  thej.did  not  return  until  after  the  victory. 
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country's  exterior  enemies,  uuder  the  rules  and  discipline  of  the 
camp,  so  indispensable  to  the  hope  of  victory  ;  rules  which  were 
predicated  upon  necessity,  and  which  met  the  approbation  of  everv 
patriot.  Behold  him  now,  bendin^^  under  a  specious  pretext  of  re- 
dressing your  country's  civil  authority,  which,  though  wrought 
through  prejudice,  he  scorns  to  deny  or  oppose,  but  cheerfully  sub- 
mits to  what  is  influenced  upon  him,  now  that  the  difficulties  uu- 
der which  we  groaned  are  removed,  and  the  discipline  of  the  camp 
summons  you  no  more  to  arms.  It  i«  the  highest  duty  and  pride 
of  all  good  men  to  pay  their  tribute  of  respect  to  the  guardian  of 
our  civil  liberties.  Remember  this  last  charge,  as  in  a  few  daj's  I 
expect  to  leave  you :  it  may  serve  as  a  lesson  to  yourselves  and 
p.osterity." 

Mr.  Davezac  gave  the  substance  of  the  preceding  remarks  from 
the  general  in  French  ;  after  which  the  general  was  conducted  to 
the  coach,  and  drawn  to  his  quarters  in  Fauxbourg  Marigny,  fol- 
lowed by  the  multitude,  echoing,  vtve  le  General  Jackson, 

The  fine  was  afterwards  paid  by  a  voluntary  subscription  of  one 
dollar  each,  by  1000  citizens. 

In  addition  to  the  addresses  to  General  Jackson,  published  in 
preceding  pages  of  this  work,  numerous  other  addresses,  which 
seem  necessarily  to  comprise  the  mass  of  the  city  population  of 
Neworleans,  were  also  presented  to  the  general,  not  only  approv- 
ing, but  extolling,  in  the  most  grateful  language,  his  military  con- 
duct. Congress  has  also  passed,  unanimously,  resolutions  of  thanks 
to  the  general,  for  the  defence  which  he  made,  and  an  emblema- 
tical gold  medal,  with  devices  of  his  splendid  achievements,  has 
Been  ordered  to  be  presented  to  him.  Addresses  and  resolutions 
of  thanks  from  other  and  minor  bodies  from  various  parts  of  the 
Union,  also  evince  the  gratitude  of  this  numerous  people  to  the 
general,  for  his  almost  unequalled  victories. 

The  stars  of  our  country  havt  splendidly  shone  ;  and  may  they 
long  shine  over  the  head  of  our  Jackson.  Our  late  enemies  have 
felt  from  his  hand  our  arrows.  The  olive  now  surrounds  his 
brows.  "In  peace,  he  is  the  gentle  breath  of  spring;  in  war^, 
the  mountain  storm."  He  has  appeared,  and  yet  appears,  cover- 
ed with  glory.  The  laurels  with  which  he  has  decked  his  coun- 
try's standard,  will  bloom  for  ages. 

Geographical The  island  of  Orleans  is  a  tract  of  land  lying 

between  the  Mississippi  on  the  S.  W.  and  the  Ibbcrville  and  lakes 
Maurepas  and  Ponchartrain  on  the  N.  E.  The  Ibberville  is  a  ba- 
you, or  arm  of  the  Mississippi,  which  leaves  it  on  the  east  208 
miles  from  its  mouth,  accorduig  to  the  cour$e  of  the  river,  and 
flows  through  lakes  Maurepas  and  Ponchartrain,  to  the  Gulph  of 
Meidco*     The   island  stretches  from  E„S,  E,  to  W.  N.  W.  in  a^ 
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atraiglit  line,  about    160  miles.     Its  breadth  vanes  from  6  to  2£ 
miles. 

Neworleaiis  city  is  the  only  town  of  any  considerable  conse 
quence  in  the  whole  of  Louisiana.  It  was  founded  in  1717,  and 
stands  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  87  miles  from  its  mouth, 
1308  below  that  of  the  Missouri,  and  1115  below  that  of  the 
Ohio.  It  is  on  the  S.  W.  side  of  the  Island  of  Orleans,  and  6 
miles  west  of  lake  Ponchartrain,  with  which  it  is  connected  by 
the  canal  Carondoiet,  2  miles  in  length,  leading  to  the  bayou  Stc 
Jean,  which  empties  into  the  lake.  The  town  is  regularly  laid 
out,  the  streets  cross  each  other  at  right  angles,  and  are  generally 
about  40  feet  broad.  The  houses  of  the  principal  streets  near  the 
river  are  built  of  brick,  and  are  covered  with  slate  tiles.  Those 
in  the  back  part  of  the  town  are  chiefly  of  wood.  The  length  of 
the  town  along  the  river  is  upwards  of  a  mile,  and  its  breadth 
more  than  half  a  mile.  In  the  centre  of  the  tcAvn  stands  the  ca- 
Jhedral  and  town-house,  and  in  front  of  them  an  open  square  co- 
vered with  grass.  The  Levee  is  an  embankment  of  earth,  about 
8  feet  high,  commencing  at  fort  St.  Philip,  or  Plaquemine,  4? 
miles  below,  and  reaching  the  Ibberville  at  the  head  of  the  island;, 
121  miles  above  the  city,  according  to  the  course  of  the  river..... 
This  artificial  embankment  is  necessary  in  freshes  to  prevent  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi  from  inundating  the  whole  island.  I^ 
makes  an  excellent  road,  about  20  feet  wide,  which  is  dry  at  ali 
seasons  of  the  year,  and  passes  directly  in  front  of  the  town  along 
*he  margin  of  the  river,  affording  a  very  pleasant  evening  walk. 
In  the  evening,  after  sunset  it  is  crowded  with  company.  All  the 
markets  are  on  the  Levee.  At  the  S.  E.  end  of  the  town  stands 
a  building  lately  occupied  as  a  convent  by  a  number  of  Urseline 
nuns.  The  city,  suburbs  and  precints  of  Neworleans  contained^ 
at  the  last  census,  24,552  inhabitants,  of  whom  13,728  were 
whites,  and  10,824  slaves.  There  are  a  number  of  Indians  in 
the  city,  and  more  than  one  half  of  the  whites  are  French.  The 
different  grades  have  each  their  different  amusements. 

Lake  Ponchartrain  is  variouslj'  stated  to  be  from  40  to  60  miles 
in  length,  and  from  24  to  30  miles  wide,  and  has  a  channel  course 
through  it  about  18  feet  deep.  The  bayou  St.  Juan,  which  lead« 
from  the  lake  to  the  canal  Carondoiet,  is  navigable  for  small  craft 
cnly,  having  from  4  to  5  feet  water  in  depth.  At  the  mouth  of 
the  bayou  ^s  fort  St.  Jean.  Lake  Ponchartrain  communicates  with 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico  by  a  passage  called  the  Rigolets.  This  pas- 
sage is  10  mi^es  long,  between  3  and  400  yards  wide,  with  6  or 
7  feet  of  water  in  depth.  Ey  this  passage  from  the  Gulph,  is  ad- 
mitted threu  h  lakes  Ponchartrain  and  Maurepas,  a  tide  of  from 
1  to  6  feet,  varied  according  to  the  course  of  the  winds.  As 
these  waters  pass  through  the  Rigolets,  they  mingle  with  the  wa- 
•  rrs  oi  Pearl  river,  and  together  flow  into  the   Gulph.     O.t  the 
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50utn  side  of  the  Rjgolets,  and  near  to  the  entrance  Irom  the 
Gulph,  there  is  a  large  passage  into  lake  Bourgne  (cr  Blind  Lake.) 
There  is  also  a  passage  6  or  7  feet  duep  b-tvveen  lakes  Bjurgne 
and  Pouchartrain,  called  the  bayou  Chef  Menteur.  Near  the  en- 
trance into  PonchartraiHj  at  the  east  end  of  the  Rigolets,  a'ld  on 
;'he  north  side,  are  the  principal  mouths  of  Pearl  river.  Upon  the 
south  side  of  the  Rigolets,  and  comma  -ding  them,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  mouths  of  Pearl  river,  is  the  fort  Petit  Coquilles. 

Lake  Bourgne  lies  eastwardiy  ot  Neworleaas  about  20  miles. 
From  the  head  of  this  lake,  5  miles  from  the  Mississippi,  is  a  Cy- 
press 9wamp,  which  extends  4  miles  fronr.  the  lake,  and  within  I 
mile  of  the  Mississippi.  This  distance  of  one  rpile  from  the  river 
toward  the  lake  is  firm  ground;  which  extent  of  fiim  ground, 
skirted  with  the  swamp,  reaches  above  the  city.  Hence  General 
Jackson,  b}'  erecting  a  breast-work  of  one  mile  in  length,  effectu- 
ally fortified  all  the  ground  between  him  and  the  city  upon  which 
the  enemy  could  march. 

From  the  head  of  lake  Bourgne,  the  bayou,  or  creek,  Bienvc» 
nue  extends  to  within  4  miles  of  the  Mississippi ;  which  bayou^ 
with  the  addition  of  a  canal,  continued  a  watt^r  communication 
for  small  craft  to  the  Levee.  Hence,  by  opening  a  passage  a  few- 
feet  through  the  Levee,  and  deepening  the  canal,  the  enemy  wae 
enabled,  in  boats,  to  send  a  force  across  the  Mississippi,  to  Mor- 
gan's entrenched  camp,  and  to  Patterson's  batteries.  A  small 
distance  below  this  canal,  is  the  Dftour  Anglois,  or  English  Turn, 
in  the  Mississippi.  Upon  this  Turn,  and  on  each  side  of  the  river, 
is  a  battery  "which  commands  the  approach  to  Neworleans.  No 
wind  which  can  bring  a  vessel  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  this 
Turn,  can  carry  her  by  it,  without  coming  in  stays  ;  and  eve- 
xy  ship  at  this  place  must  be  as  a  raft,  an  i)bject  of  deliberate  fire 
from  the  batter ie£. 


^    CHAPTER  XXllX. 

pQinUPetre  and  St.  Mary*s Loss  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Presi- 
dent  Capture   of  the   Cyane  and  Levant List  of  British 

vessels  captured  in  1814-15 Close  ofte  voar,  and  treaty 

of  Peace. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1815,  about  1500  of  the  enemy  at- 
tacked by  land  and  vpater,  a  small  fort  at  Point-Petre,  at  the 
mouth  of  St.  Mary's  river,  in  Georgia,  which  they  succeeded  in 
carrying  ;  the  garrison  (consisting  of  36  men)  having  previously 
effected  its  retreat  after  a  few  fires.  During  the  movements  of 
the  land  troops  of  the  enemy  against  the  Point,  they  were  severe- 
ly harrassed  by  a  small  but  brave  corps,  consisting  of  ^0  riflemipn 


^5a  SXE'l  CHES  oif 

and  infantry,  under  command  of  Gapt.  Massias  of  the  Ist  U.  S. 
rifle  corps.  The  enemy's  loss  was  considerable,  while  ours  was 
bur  trifling. 

The  enemy  afterwards  entered  the  town  of  St.  Mary's,  about 
<3  miles  up  the  river,  where  they  committed  many  acts  of  plunder. 
After  contmuing  there  for  8  or  10  days,  they  retired  to  Cumber- 
land Island,  having  burnt  the  barracks  and  blown  up  the  fort  at 
Point-Petre. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  six  of  the  ememy's  barges,  containing 
250  meu,  attempted  to  ascend  the  St.  Mary's  river,  with  the 
"View,  as  was  supposed,  of  burning  mills  l3'iBg  on  the  river.  .  They 
were  attacked  by  a  party  of  20  men  under  Capt.  Mickler,  aided 
by  30  of  the  Patriots  of  Florida  under  Col.  Dill,  and  were  compel- 
led to  retire  with  great  loss,  being  so  completely  cut  up  as  not  to 

be  able  to  work  their  barges  with  the  usual  complement  of  oars 

Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  ^stated  to  have  been  from 
loo  to  160.  Our  loss  was  only  1  man  sex'crely  wounded,  our 
men  having  been  aided  by  a  cover  of  woods,  which  screened 
Ihem  from  the  sight  of  the  enemy. 

Loss  of  the  frigate  President On  the   14tli  of  January  the 

United  States  frigate  President,  Com.  Decatur,  sailed  from  New. 
York  on  a  cruise  ;  and  on  the  day  following  was  captured,  after 
a  severe  engagement,  by  a  squadron  of  British  vessels,  as  given 
in  the  following  official  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy; 

H.  B.  M.  ship  Endymion,  at  sea,  Jan.  18,  1815. 
Sir — The  painful  duty  of  detailing  to  you  the  particular  causes 
which  preceded  andf  led  tQ  the  capture  of  the  late  U.  S.  frigate 
President,  by  a  squadron  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  ships,  (as  per 
margin)  has  devolved  upon  me.  In  my  communication  of  the 
i4th,  I  made  known  Uec^ou  my  intention  oK  proceeding  to  sea 
on  that  evening.  Owo^to  mistake  dTU^^ilots,  the  ship,  in  go- 
ing out,  grounded  on  tlie  bar,  where  s|»e  continued  to  strike  heav- 
ily for  an  hour  dha  a  Half.  Although  she  had  broken  several  of 
her  rudder  braces^  and  receixf^/siich  other  nraterialnhjury^as  to 
render  her  returri  into  port  W3irable,sl  was  unable  to  do  so  from 
the  strong  vv^terly  wind  which  was  th^blowing.  It  bein^  now 
high  water,  it  became  necessary  to  forc^her  over  the  bar  before 
the  tid^JVlt;  in  this  we  succeeded  by  10  o'clock,  when  we  shaped  ^ 
our  course  along  t'^P  shore  of  Long  Island  for  50  miles,  and  then/ 
steered  S.  E.  by  E.  i  At  5  o'clock  three  ships  were  discovered 
ahead  ;  we  immediately  hauled  up  the  ship  and  passed  two  miles 
to  the  northward  of  them.  At  day-light  we  discovered  four  ship^ 
in  chase,  one  on  eacli  quarter  and  two  astern,  the  leading  ship  of 

the  enemy  a  razee she  commenced  a  fire  upon  us,  but  without 

eflfect.   At  mer-iian.  tbff  wind  became  light  and  baffling  ;  we  had 
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iircreased  our  distance  from  the  razee,  but  the  nexi  ship  astern, 
which    was  also  a  large   ship,  had  gained  and  continued  to  gam 
upon  us  considerably.       We    immediately  occupied   all  hands  to 
lighten  ship,  by  starting  water,  cutting  away  the  anchors,  throw- 
ing overboard  provisions,  cables,  spare  spars,  boats,  and  every  ar- 
ticle that  could  be  got  at,  keeping  the  sails  wet   from  the  royals 
down.     At  3  we  had  the  wind  quite  light  ;  the  enemy,  who  had 
now  been  joined  by  a  brig,  had  a  strong  breeze  and  were  coming 
up  witjj'  us  rapidly.     The  Endyraion  (mounting  50  guns,  24  poun- 
ders on  the  main  deck)  had  now  approached  us  within  gun-shot, 
and  had  commenced  a  fire  with  her  bow  guns,  which  we  return- 
ed from  our  stern.     At  5  o'clock  she  had  obtained  a   position   on 
our  starboard  quarter,  within  half  point  blank  shot,  on  which  nei- 
ther our  Btern  nor  quarter  guns  would  bear.    We  were  now  steer- 
ing E.  by  N.  the  wind  N.  W.     1  remained  with  her  in  this  posi- 
tion for  half  an  hour,  in  the  hope  that  she  would  close  with  us  on 
our   broadside,,  in  which  case  I  had  prepared   my  crew  to  board  ; 
but  from  his  colfilS^uii'ig  to  yaw  his  ship,  to  maintain  his   position, 
it  became  evidei^t'that  to  close  was  not  his  intention.     Every  fire 
now   cut  some    of  our  sails  and  rigging.     To  have  continued  our 
course  under  these  circumstances,  would  have  been  placing  it  in 
his  power  to  cripple  us,  without  being  subject  to  injury  himself; 
and  to  have  hauled  up  more  to  the  northward  to  bring  our  stern 
guns  to  bear,  would  have  exposed  us  to  his  raking  fire.     It  was 
now  dusk,  when  I  determined   to  alter  my  course   south,  for  the 
purpose   of  bringing   the  enemy  abeam ;  and  althoagh  their  ships 
astern  were  drawing  up  fast,  I  felt  satisfied  I  should  be  enabled  to 
throw  him  out  of  the  combat  before  they  could  come  up,  and  was 
not  without  hopes,  if  the  night  proved  dark,  (of  which  there  was 
every  appearance,)  that  I  might  still  be  enabled  to  effect  my  es- 
cape.    Our  opponent  kept  off  at  the  same  instant  we  ilid,  and  our 
fire  commenced  at  the  same  time.     We  continued  engaged,  steer* 
ing  south  with  steering   sails  set,  two  hours  and  a  half,  when  we 
completely  succeeded   in  dismantling  her.     Previous  to  her  drop- 
ing  entirely  out   of  the   action,  there    were  intervals  of  minutes, 
\vhen  the  ships  were   broadside,  in  which  she  did  not  fire  a  gun. 
At  this  period,  (half  past  8  o'clock)  although  dark,  the  otb«r  ships 
of  the  squadron  were  in  sight,  and  almost  within  gun-shot.     We 
were  of  course  compelled  to  abandon  her.       In  resuming  our  for- 
mer  course  for   the  purpose   of  avoiding   the  squadron,  we  were 
compelled  to  present  our  stern  to  our  antagonist ;  but  such  was 
his  state,  though  we  were  thus  exposed,  and   within  range  of  his 
guns  for  half  an  hour,  that  he  did  not  avail  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity of  raking  us.     We  continued  this  course  until   11  o'clock^ 
when  two   fresh  ships   of  the  enemy  (the  Pomone  and  Tenedos) 
had  come  up.     The  Pomone  had  opened  her  fire  on  the  larboar* 
■6  0, 
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bow,  wilhiii  tnusket  shot ;  the  other,  about  two  cables  length 
astern,  taking  a  raking  position  on  our  quarter  ;  and  the  rest,  with 
The  exception  of  the  End}'mion,  within  gun-shot.  Thus  situated, 
with  about  one  fifth  of  my  crew  killed  and  wounded,  my  ship 
crippled,  and  a  more  than  fourfold  force  opposed  to  me,  without 
a  chance  of  escape  left,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  surrender. 

It  is  with  emotions  of  pride  I  bear  testimony  to  the  gallantry 
and  steadiness  of  every  officer  and  man  I  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand on  this  occasion  ;  and  1  feel  satisfied  that  the  fact  of  their 
having  beaten  a  force  equal  to  themselves,  in  the  presence  and 
almost  under  the  guns  of  so  vastly  sirperior  a  force,  when,  too,  it 
was  almost  self  evident,  that  whatever  their  exertions  might  be, 
they  must  ultimately  be  captured,  will  be  taken  as  evidence  of 
what  they  would  have  performed,  had  the  force  opposed  to  them 
been  in  any  degree  equal. 

It  is  with  extreme  pain  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenants 
Babbit,  Hamilton  and  Howell  fell  in  the  action.  They  have  left 
no  officers  of  superior  merit  behind  them. 

If,  sir,  the  issue  of  this  affair  had  been  fortunate,  I  should  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  have  recommended  to  your  attention  Lieutenants 
Shubrick  and  Gallagher.  They  maintained,  throughout  the  day, 
the  reputation  they  had  acquired  in  former  actions. 

Lieutenant  Twiggs,  of  the  marines,  displayed  great  zeal ;  his 
men  were  well  supplied,  and  their  fire  incoHDparable  so  long  as 
(he  enemy  continued  within  musket  range. 

Midshipman  Randolph,  who  had  charge  of  the  forecastle  divi- 
sion, managed  it  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

From  Mr  Robinson  who  was  serving  as  a  volunteer,  I  received 
essential  aid,  particularly  after  I  was  deprived  of  the  services  of 
the  master,  and  the  severe  loss  I  had  sustained  in  my  officers  on 
my  quarter-deck. 

Of  our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  I  am  unable  at  present  to  give 
you  a  correct  statement  ;  the  attention  of  the  surgeon  being  so  en- 
tirely occupied  with  the  wounded,  that  he  was  unable  to  make  out  a 
correct  return  when  I  left  the  President,nor  shall  I  be  able  to  make 
it  until  our  arrival  in  port,  we  having  parted  company  with  the 
squadron  yesterday.  The  enclosed  list,  with  the  exception,  I  fear^ 
of  its  being  short  of  the  number,  will  be  found  correct. 

For  24  hours  after  the  action,  it  was  nearly  calm,  and  the 
squadron  were  occupied  in  repairing  the  crippled  ships.  Such  of 
the  crew  of  the  President  as  were  not  badly  wounded,  were  put 
on  board  the  different  ships  ;  myself  and  a  part  of  my  crew  were 
put  en  board  this  ship.  On  the  17th  we  had  a  gale  from  the 
eastward,  when  this  ship  lost  her  bowsprit,  fore  and  main-masts, 
Bnd  inizen  t6p-mast,  all  of  which  were  badly  wounded,  and  was, 
in  consequence  of  her  disabltd  condition,  obhged  to  throw  over- 
board all  her  upper-deck  guns ;    her  loss  in   killed  and    wounded 
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ojust  have  been  very  great.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
the  extent.  Ten  were  buried  after  I  came  on  board  (26  hours  af- 
ter the  action ;)  the  badly  wounded,  such  as  were  obliged  to  keep 
tieir  cots,  occupy  the  starboard  side  of  the  gun-deck,  from  the 
cabin  bulk-head  to  the  main-mast.  From  the  crippled  state  of  the 
President's  spars,  1  feel  satisfied  she  could  not  have  saved  her 
masts,  and  I  feel  serious  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  our  woun- 
ded left  on  board. 

It  is  due  to  Captain  Hope  to  state,  that  every  attention  has  been 
paid  by  him  to  myself  and  officers  that  have  been  placed  on  board 
his  ship,  that  delicacy  and  humanity  could  dictate.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

The  British  vessels  referred  to  in  the  above  letter,  were  the  Ma- 
jestic, Endymion,  Pomone,  Tenedos,  and  Dispatch  ;  and  the  loss 
on  board  of  the  President,  was  24  killed  and  55  wounded. 

In  the  gale,  mentioned  by  Commodore  Decatur,  in  which  the 
Endymion  was  so  much  injured,  the  President  also  suffered  se- 
verely. She  afterwards,  however,  arrived  at  Bermuda,  where 
she  found  the  Pomone  and  Endymion.  Commodore  Decatur,  af- 
ter remaining  on  the  island  for  a  few  days,  was  paroled  and  sail- 
ed for  the  United  States  in  the  British  frigate  Narcissus. 

In  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  under  date  of  the  6th 
of  March,  Commodore  Decatur  mentions,  that  *'  a  considerable 
number  of  his  killed  and  wounded  was  from  the  fire  of  the  Po- 
mone, and  that  the  Endymion  had  on  board,  in  addition  to  her 
own  crew,  1  lieutenant,  1  master's  mate  and  50  seamen,  belong- 
ing to  the  Saturn  ;  and  when  the  action  ceased,  was  left  motion- 
less and  unmanageable,  until  she  bent  new  sails,  rove  new  rig- 
ging, and  fished  her  spars ;  nor  did  she  join  the  squadron  until  6 
hours  after  the  action,  and  3  hours  after  the  surrender  of  the  Pre- 
sident." 

Capture   of  the   Cyane  and  Levant On  the  evening  of  the 

20th  February,  Captain  Stewart,  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Constitution, 
ofT  the  island  of  Madeira,  fell  in  with  his  Britannic  majesty's  ships 
of  war  Cyane  and  Levant,  when  a  spirited  action  commenced....^ 
In  40  minutes  the  Cyane  struck  her  colours,  being  much  cut  up, 
and  the  Levant  endeavoured  to  escape.  The  Constitution,  after 
manning  the  prize,  pursued  the  Levant ;  and  in  half  an  horn- 
came  up  with  her,  when  she  soon  surrendered. 

The  Levant  mounted  21  guns,  18  of  which  were  32  pound  car- 
ronades,  and  her  crew  consisted  of  100  officers,  seamen  and  ma- 
rines, commanded  by  Captain  Douglass.  Her  loss  in  killed  was 
?3,  and  wounded  16. 

The  Cyane  mounted  34  guns,  (22  thirty-two  pound  carronades, 
10  eighteen  pound  do.  and  2  long  nine  pounders,)  and  her  crew 
consisted  of  168  officers,  seamen  and  marines,  commanded  bv 
Captain  Falcon.     Her  loss  in  killed  was  12,  and  wminded  26. 
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The  Constitution  received  but  little  injury ;  iiei  loss  in  lulled 
••.vas  3,  and  wounded  12. 

On  the  9th  of  March  the  Constitution  with  her  two  prizes  an- 
chored oft'  the  Isle  of  May,  (one  of  the  Cape-de-Verd  islands.) 

On  the  lOlh  she  got  under  way,  and  made  sail  for  St.  Jago, 
where  she  anchored.  On  the  12th,  Captain  Stewart  discovered 
3  British  frigates  standing  for  Port  Praya  ;  and  considering  the 
little  respect  heretofore  paid  by  British  vessels  to  neutral  waters, 
he  deemed  it  expedient  to  get  under  way.  Signals  were  accord- 
ingly made  for  this  purpose,  when  the  Portuguese  opened  a  fire 
upon  Captain  Stewart  from  several  of  their  batteries,  and  the  Bri- 
tish frigates  discovering  the  movements  of  our  vessels,  gave  im- 
mediate chase.  After  continuing  the  chase  for  3  or  4  hours,  they 
succeeded  in  separating  the  Levant  from  the  other  vessels,  when 
she  tacked  and  stood  for  the  harbour,  her  commanding  officer. 
Lieutenant  Ballard,  hoping  the  neutrality  of  the  port  might  pro- 
tect him :  but  in  this  he  was  disappointed.  For  after  anchoring 
in  4  fathom  water,  and  within  150  yards  of  the  shore,  he  was 
■wantonly  attacked  by  the  British  frigates,  (which  had  chased  him 
in)  when,  finding  all  further  resistance  vain,  he  was  compelled  to 
strike  his  colours. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  the  Cyane,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Hoffman,  arrived  in  safety  at  Newyork;  and  on  the  15th  of  May 
Captain  Stewart  arrived  at  the  same  place  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, after  a  cruise  of  about  5  raonths....having  heard  of  the  ra- 
tification of  a  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America 
about  a  fortnight  previous  to  his  arrival. 

Lis!  of  BrL'isk  msels  capSrcd  :n  TS14  and  lSlS~ej.-tracieclfroin  Mies'  Weekly  PrsUto. 

Two  bi-igs  and  a  schooner  by  the  G.  Turk.  The  Rosabella,  in  going  into  Charleston,  iinfoi  - 

Schooner  Mary  by  the  Surprize.  tunately  grnumled  on  the  bar  and  was  lost.  This 

A  transport  sloop  laden  with  naval  stores  and  vessel  was   a  loss  to  the  Britiih  of  from  2  to 

.implements  ol'^i'iir.  sank  by  the  enemy  and  af-  300. cof  dollars 

Terward»  raised  by  Coin.  Slacdonough.  Brig  Portsea.  8  guns    26  men,  heavily  laden 

Schooner  Bird  with  fish  by  the  Grand  Turk  with  sugar,  by  the  -ame 

Ship  Ocean  with  a  cargo  o!  raasts,  &c.  for  mtu  Ship  Princess.  2  guns  and  14  men,  with  a  great 

of  war.  by  the  General  Putnam.  cargo  of  sugai-,  by  d'. 

Schooner  Gtorgiana  with  rum  and  sugar,  bv  Schooner with  salt  by  the  Toung  Wasp. 

the  Grand  Turk.  '     Schooner  Hazard  with  a  valuable  cargo,  by 

Schooner bv  the  Scorpian.  the  Surprize— divested  and  burnt. 

Si'ho-ner by  do  and  bilged.  Two  small  vessels  by  do  —one  given  up.  the 

Schooners  Eugtnt  and  Stinger  by  the  Midas  other  burnt. 

-divested  and  destroyed.  Brig  Courtney   with   a   cargo  worth  300.000 

Schooner  BtUcy  and  Jane  with  dry  goods  va-  dollars,  by  the  Yankee. 

lued  at  1 50  000  dollars  by  the  Cadet  of  Salem-  Schooner  Folly  with  fish,  by  the 

Brig with  fish  by  the  Jonquille  Schooner  Swift  by  the  Expedition. 

.ship  Amelia,  mounting  4    long  guns  and  8  Ship  L'Amiable  with  sugar. by  the  Roger. 

twrhcpoujid  tarronadis,  richly  laden  with  di-y  Schooner with  a  valuable  cargo,  by  ijie 

goods,  after  a  close  engagement,  by  the  Sauey  Hero. 

jm-lj  Ship laden  with  provisions  and  stores  for 

Four  Schomitrs  and  three  sloops  by  do.  the  aWea  forccc  in  Florida  entering  the   Mobile 

Brig  Louisa  by  the  Mactdonian— burnt.  in  mistake  for  Pensacola  bay.  and  thfre  captured 

Biig  Britatmiu  by        do.                   do.  by  our  troops. 

Ship  Sir  Edward  feilew,  307  tons  2  guns  and  Schooner  Mai7  with  a  v.iluable  cargo  of  dry 

:<J  men,  by  do.  -sunk.  goods,  by  the  Cadet. 
-Schooner  Mariner  by  do.— made  h  cartel.  Schooner  St-  John  by  the  Jonquil. 
Sehoonev witJi  fish,  by  the  Resolution.               Schooner by  do  —made  a  cartel- 
Brig  S.  B-  i  guns  and  i2  men  by  the  Kemp.  Brig  Gen.  Maitland.  with  rum,  by  the  Dasij- 
Ship  Rosabella,  It)  guns  S8  men,  an  clegam  Sloop  Mary  by  ditto— divested  of  pooi!»   and 

--•esse)  of  361   tons  hnrthe.n  and  coppered,  with  made  a  cartel. 

a  full  carge  cf  <Tiga,-   cap'tirsd  by  the  Kemp  —  Schootif-r— —  by  the  Fame. 
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Two  icaoaners  and  a  sloop  by  the  Caroline 

Brig  Stephen  of  H  Rui's  and  SO  im-n  with  a 
vicb  caiyo  of  dry  gootls.  by  the  same  alter  a 
short  action— divested  olhcr  i-argo  and  given  up 
to  the  pris  iners 

Sloop  Irinidail  with  coflVe  hiilcs  and  log- 
vood.  bv  the  Jonquil— divested  and  burnt 

Criu 'Equitj,\vitb  a  valuable  cargo  by  the 
Orlanile. 

iJng  Lord  Wellington,  valuable,  by  tlie  letter 
if  marque  Diamond 

Bng  -viargaret.  with  a  full  cargo  of  wine  by 
he  Young  .vasp 

Ship  Hero  oi'  «I0  tons.  U  guns  and  J7  men, 
iaden  with  fish,  etc.  valued  at  300,OoC.'  sltrliug, 
iiy  the  Ino 

Fonr  brigs  and  a  schooner,  rich,  by  the  Amelia. 

Schooner  Neptune  of  n  guns,  18  men  and  4  SO 
tons  burthen  with  a  valuable  cai-go,  bydo. 

Ketch  Caroline,  tinder  Danish  colours,  over- 
iiaulod  by  the  Amelia  and  divested  of  7  pack- 
ages ot  dry  goods,  as  British  property 

Schooner  Mary  urun  rly  the  Climax  of  BaN 
timore,  of  6  guns  and    2  men  by  <io 

Brig  Pallas  of-i  guns  and  20  men,  alter  an  ae- 
'i»n  of  10  nim-tes.  by  do  CCTTlie  Amelia 
mounted  only  6  guns 

i-ait  India  ship  tit  neral  WtUesley,  8  guns,  ^6 
men,  500  tons,  witli  a  valuable  cargo,  by  the 
Vankee,  after  a  runniiig  fight.  1  he  General 
••Velltsley  was  aiterwards  lost  on  Charleston  bar, 
and  7  of  her  crev  only  saved 

Brig^—  valu&ble,  b^  'he  Paul  Jones. 

The  Lawrence,  during  a  short  cruise  took  IJ 
prizes  some  of  them  very  valuable 

Brig  L  d  Wellinglon  by  the  Expedition,  burnt. 

Ketch  Expedition  by  the cast  away. 

Schooner  Goklfinder  by  the  Young  Wasp. 

A  transport,  with  i  <0  troops,  chased  ashora 
■»y  thrc'  privateers  and  lost  near  Cast ine.  The 
i'roops  however,  escaped 

Sloop  Governor  liodgdon  by  the  Dash,  di- 
vested ol  her  cargo  and  given  up 

iJrig  Only  Son  by  do  and  do. 

Schooner tend--'r   to  the  British  lVig.-4'.e 

ilerbus.  I  gun.  36  men,  captured  near  Charles- 
ton by  the  U  S  barges  undi  r  Lt  Kearney. 

Brig ^  laden  with  provisions  for  the  army 

at  New  Orleans,  where  she  had  grounded  and 
was  burnt- 
Three  ships,  two  brigs  and  a  schooner,  by  the 
Harpey. 

Brig  Courtney   valuable,  by  the  Yankee. 

Ship  St.  Andrew  o'  8  guns,  by  do 

Brig  Speculator  by  do.— made  a  cartel  of. 

Brig  I'atriot  by  the  Brutus 

Brig  Daiitzic,  by  tlie  Puul  Jones 

A  tender  to  the  British  ship  Dauntless,  with 
,9  armed  men,  commanded  by  a  lieut  ol  the  na- 
vy, captured  by  a  small  party  ol  militia,  near  St. 
James'  Island,  in  the  t:hcsape!ike  bay. 

Transport  brig  Cj  rus.  «  guns,  with  provisions 
.^ud  clothing,  captured  on  Lake  iiourgiie,  burnt- 
Transport  brig captured  on  do-  and  do 

Brig  Peter,  valuable,  by  the  Lawrence- 
Brig  John  by  tlie  t'erry  of  Baltimore. 

Brig  .\ancy  by  the  same— made  a  cartel. 

'I'liree  maste<l  schooner  -^  by  the  Warrior 
of  ^■ewyork — lest 

Ship  William  by  the  Charles  Stewart. 

A  tj.ig  and  a  schooner  by  the  Harrison. 

Ship  .Mar>,  i  guns,  valuable,  by  the  Little 
George  of  'iuston. 

Schooner  Bri-nt,  tender  to  the  Severn  frigate, 
•captured  by  a  lew  Uoati  of  Com-  Dent"s  Hoiilla, 
off  Charleston 

Brig by  the  Kemp. 

A  vessel  by  the  Avon,  ransomed. 


Sliip capttivcd  by  tiie  Jacob  Joncj 

His  majestv's  sloops  ol  war  Cyane  and  Levant, 
by  the  U.  S."  frigate  Constitution  [See  page 
49  1 .1 

Brig  Baltic  by  the  Grand   Turk— lost- 

A  .schooner  a  d  two  -loops  by  thc^  America. 

Packet  ship  Eliy.abetb.  in  ballast.  8  guns  and 
34  men.  captured  by  the  same  alt<  r  a  short  bat- 
tle IheElilabdh  had  2  killed  and  i  •  wovmd- 
cd,  and  was  lirerally  torn  to  pieces  S;ie  was 
div  sted  of  her  armament  and  giv:  n  to  tne  pris- 
oners     The  America  suflVicd  no  injniy 

A  ship  and  a  brig,  b>  the  Young  Wasp 

Two  brigs  by  the   Morgiana  . 

A  scl'ooncr.  sloop  and  ship  (th-  latter  with  a 
rich  cargo)  by  the  Kemp 

Brig of  i8  guns  and  42  men,  by  the  same 

afier  a  smart  action  of  40  minutes,  but  aiter- 
wards abandoned,  the  prize  crew  being  with- 
drawn and  .ome  articbs  taken  out .  on  account 
of  the  near  ai>proach  oi  Britisl  vessels  of  wai". 

Brig  Alexander  by  the  Leo— lost 

Brig  Eagle  by  the  Lawrence— recaptured. 

Two  brigs  by  the  U.  S  trigate  Coustituliou. 

A  ship  and  a  brig  by  the  Rambler 

A  valuable  ship,  three  brigs  one  schooner,  and 
three  sloops  by  tne  Xebec  Ultoi-  of  Baltimore. 

Schooner  Vrrow  by  thf  America 

Ship  \dventuve  by  the  Chasseur— afterwaHli 
recaptured. 

Two  schooners  at  d  a  sloop  by  the  America. 

Ship  Emulation  by  he  Syren 

Schooner by  the  Macdonough— burnt. 

Two  schooners,  a  sloop  and  a  brig,  by  the 
Reindeer 

Four  brigs  by  the  Portsmouth— one  valued  at 
300.000  dollars. 

Brig  Adeona,valuable,by  the  A.iierica. 

Schooner  Sultan  by  the  Morgiana. 

Brig  Sarah  by  the  Warrior. 

Brig  Legal  Tender,  by  the  Darid  Porter. 

Brig  — —  sunk  by  the  Princeof  Neufchatel. 

Sliip  Antigua,  very  valuable,  by  the  Fjs. 

A  soip  and  a  brig,  valuable,  by  the  Morgiana. 

Two  brigs,  a  schooner  and  a  sloop,  by  the 
Whig. 

Six  schooners  and  one  brig,  captured  by  tlie 
Surprize— five  destroyed  and  one  made  a  cartel. 

East  India  ship  Star  of  8  puns  and  36  men, 
with  a  cargo  worth  .^00,000  dollars,  captured  by 
the  Surprize,  after  a  severe  engageraetit. 

Two  vessels  by  the  Ranger— burnt. 

Ship a  collier  by  the  Ranger. 

Brig  Athill  8  guns,  by  the  Lawrence. 

Schooner  George  by  the  David  Porter. 

Brig  William  by  the  Lawrence. 

Brig by  the  Champlaiii. 

Brig  Susanna,  valuable,  by  the  Sine-qua-non. 

Mrig  Flying  Fish,  valuable,  by  the  D   Porter. 

Ship  Corona  ot  8  guns  and  a  valuable  cargo, 
by  the  Chasseur. 

Packet  (brig)  Lady  Wary  Pelham  of  10  guoj, 
by  the  Kemp. 

Brig  Sarah  by  the  Warrior— sunk. 

Brig  Lady  1  roubridge  of  8  guns,  by  the  Ino, 
burnt 

Ship  Mary  and  Susan,  470  tons,  witli*^n  im- 
mense cargo  by  the  Chasseur 

liis  majesty's  schooner  St  Lawrence  of  four- 
teen Ulb  carronades,one  long  gun  and  75  mt:n, 
besides  a  number  of  soldiers  ant  passengers, 
capt.ired  by  the  Chasseur  of  Baltimore,  Captaiu 
Boyle,  after  a  very  severe  action  of  IS  minutes. 
The  Lawrence  had  40  men  killed  nn,l  wounded  ; 
the  Chasseur  S  killed  and  3  wounded.  '1  he  lat- 
ter -nounted  six  12|b.  catrotiades,  and  eiglii 
short  iilb.  carronades. 


The  number  of  British  vessels  captured  during  the  \var,  as  pub- 
lished in  this  work,  is  1S51. 
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TREATY  OF  PEACE. 


JAMES  MADISON, 

PRESIDENT  OF   rHEUNIlEU  STATES  OF  \MIiaiCA  , 

To  alland  singular  to  whom  these  presents  sluiU  cowie  — GREE  riXG  : 

"VVHEUEAS  a  treaty  orpt-ace  and  amity  between  the  UnitPtl  States  of  America,  ami  his  Briiai. 
Tsic  majesty'  was  signed  at  Ghent,  on  the  twenty-forfrth  day  of  Di-cembcr  one  thousand  ei^ht  hun 
iJitd  aiid  touneen,  by  the  plenipotentiaries  i-espectivtjy  appointed  for  that  purpose  inil  the  saiu 
treaty  havinc;  been,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  « -iiaie  o  "  the  Uiiitt  A.  State-,  dnly  ac- 
cepted, ratified,  and  confirmed,  on  the  seventeenili  day  of  P'ebfuary.  one  thousand  eiglit  Iiuodrid  ami 
fifteen  and  ratified  co|>i>-s  thereof  having  been  exchanged  agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  said  treaty 
which  is. in  the  words  Ib'.lowing,  te  wjt : 

Tica'.ij  of  /tcicc  and  amlly  betiomi  his  Britannic  majesty  and  ik;  United  Stales  of  America  • 

His  Rritannic  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America.  desiroGs  of  terminating  the  war  which 
has  unhapily  subsistetl  between  the  two  countries,  and  of  restoring  upon  principles  of  perfect  reci- 
procity, peace,  friendship  and  good  understanding  between  them,  have,  for  that  purpose,  appointed 
their  respective  plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say  his  Britannic  majesty  on  bis  part  has  appointed  the 
Right  Honourable  james  lord  Gambier.  late  admiral  ol  the  white,  now  admiral  of  ihe  red  squadioii 
of  his  majesty's  fleet,  Henry  Gouldburn,  esquire,  a  member  of  the  imperial  parliament  and  under 
secretary  of  state,  and  '•Villiam  Adams  esquire,  doctor  of  tivil  laws  Vnd  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  thereof  has  appointed  John  Quincey  A'A  - 
ams,  James  A.  Bayard.  Henry  Clay,  .lonathan  Russel  and  Albert  Gallatin,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who.  after  a  reciprocal  communication  of  their  lespcclive  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the- 
iMIowing  articles  : 

ARTICLE  I  —There  shall  be  a  Arm  and  universal  peace  bet-Aeen  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the 
United  States,  and  between  theit  respective  countries,  territories,  cities  towns  and  people,  of  every 
degree,  without  eNcepiion  of  places  or  persons  AH  hostilities,  both  by  sea  and  land'  shall  cease  as 
soon  as  this  treaty  shall  liave  been  ratified  by  both  parties,  as  hereinatter  mentioned.  \\\  territory' 
places  and  posses'sions  whatsoever,  taken  from  either  party  by  the  other,  during  the  war,  or  wliich 
may  be  taken  after  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter  -.iientioiued  shaU 
he  restored  without  delay,  and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrjring  away  any  of  the  artil 
jery  or  other  public  property  originally  captured  in  the  said  forts  or  places,  and  which  shall  remain 
tlierein  upon  the  e>change  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or  other  private  pro|ierty. 
And  all  archives,  records,  deeds  and  papers  either  of  a  public  nature,  or  bilonging  to  private  per- 
sons, which  in  the  course  of  the  war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  oHicers  ol  either  party, 
shall  be.  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to  the  pv.jper  authorities  and 
persons  to  whom  they  respectively  belong.  Such  of  the  islands  in  the  bay  of  Passaraoquoddy  as  are 
claimed  by  both  parties,  shall  reiiiain  in  the  possession  of  the  party  in  whose  occupation  they  may 
be  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  tliis  treaty,  until  the  decision  respecting  the  ti- 
tle to  the  said  islands  shall  have  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  fimrth  ariicle  of  this  treaty.  No 
disposition  made  by  this  trfaty.  as  to  such  possession  of  the  islands  and  territories  claimed  by  both 
parlies,  shall,  in  any  manner  whatever,  be  construed  to  affi^ct  the  right  of  either. 

ARTICLE  II.— Immediately  after  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty  by  both  parties,  as  hereinatV-v 
mentioned,  orders  shall  be  sent  to  the  armies,  squadrons,  officers,  subjects  and  citizens, oi  thr- two 
powers.,  to  cease  from  all  hostilities  And  to  prevent  all  causes  of  complaitit  which  might  arise 
on  account  of  the  inizes  which  may  he  taken  at  sea  after  the  said  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  it  is  re- 
ciprocally Rgreed,  that  all  vessels  and  effects  which  may  be  taken  after  the  space  of  ••  days  from 
the  said  ratifications,  upon  alt  parts  of  the  coast  of  Vorth  America,  from  the  latitude  of  23  degrees 
north,  to  the  latitude  of  SO  degrees  nortli  and  as  far  eastward  in  tlie  \tlantic  ocean  as  the  i6th  de- 
gree of  west  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  shall  be  restored  to  each  side  :  That  tli»" 
lime  shall  be  -30  davs  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  north  of  the  equinoctial  line  or  equa- 
tor, and  the  same  tune  for  the  British  and  Irish  channels,  for  the  >4ulf  of  Mexico  and  all  parts  ol 
the  West  Indies ;  40  days  for  the  N'orth  seas,  for  the  Baltic,  and  for  all  parts  of  the  '^lediterranean 
60  days  for  the  Atlantic  ocean  south  oi  the  equator,  as  tar  as  the  latitude  of  the  Cape  of  Good  'lope  : 
90  days  for  every  part  of  the  world  south  ol  the  .equator ;  and  I20  days  for  all  other  parts  of  the 
world  witliout  exception. 

ARTICLE  III.— All  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  eilber  side,  as  well  by  land  as  i  y  sea  shall  be  re- 
stored as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  on  thtiir 
paying  the  debts  which  they  may  have  contracted  during  their  captivity  The  two  conti-»i  ting 
parties  respectively  engage  to  discharge  in  specie,  the  advances  which  may  have  been  made  by  the 
other  for  the  sustenance  and  maintenance  of  such  prisoners 

AUITCLE  IV.— Wliereas  it  was  stipulated  by  tlie  second  article  in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783 
between  bis  Britannic  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  should  comprehend  all  islands  within  20  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  ol'  the  U.  Stales. 
and  lying  bt-tween  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  be- 
tween' Nova-Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East  Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the  bay 
of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean.  e.\ceptiug  such  islands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been,  within 
the  limits  o-  Xova-Scotia ;  and  whereas  the  several  islands  in  the  bay  o!"  fassamaquoddy  which  is 
))artof  the  liay  of  Fundy,  and  the  island  of  Grand  Meiian  in  the  said  bay  of  Fundy.  are  claimed  by 
the  United  states  as  being  comprehended  witliin  their  aforesaid  boundaries,  which  said  islands  arc 
claimed  as  belonging  to  his  Britannic  majesty,  as  having  been  at  the  time  of,  and  previous  to,  the 
sforesaid  treaty  of  i783,  withjn  the  limits  of  the  pronn«e  of  Ntr.a-Scotia :  In  order, therefore  finally 
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•M.^ecule  upon  theie  claimt,  it  is  affreed  that  they  sliall  lie  rtfen-ed  to  two  commissioners,  to  be  ap- 
poiiitrd  in  the  lbllo\viiig  mamier.viz  .  one  coraiuissioncr  shjiU  be  appointed  by  his  Briianncic  majesty 
and  ene  by  the  presidint  os  th-  United  States,  by  and  with  tlie  advice  ami  consent  of  lUe  senate 
thereot,  aiid  the  said  two  eommissiuuen  so  api>ointed  sliall  be  sworn  impartially  to  examine  and  de" 
fide  upon  the  said  claims  according  to  such  evidence  as  sliall  be  laid  before  them  on  the  part  of  hi* 
Britannic  majest>  and  of  the  United  States  respectively  The  said  conunissioners  bhall  meet  at  St* 
Andrews  in  the  provinci.  of  Newbrunswick,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or 
places  as  they  shall  think  fit  The  said  commissioners  sliall,  by  a  declaration  or  rciiort  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  decide,  to  which  of  the  two  contracting  parties  the  several  islands  aforesaid  do  re- 
spectively belong,  in  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  Oi"  1783.  And  if 
the  said  commissioners  sliall  agree  in  their  decision,  both  parties  shall  consider  such  decision  as  final 
and  conclusive.  Ic  is  further  agretd.  that  in  th'  pvent  of  the  two  commissioners  differing  upon  all 
er  any  ot  the  matters  sa  referred  to  them,  or  in  i.ie  event'of  both  or  eilherof  the  said  commissioners 
refusing,  or  declining,  or  will'iilly  omitting,  to  act  as  such,  they  shall  make,  jointly  or  separately,  as 
.■■ei>ort  or  reports,  as  well  to  'he  government  of  his  Britannic  majesty  as  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
stating  in  detail  the  points  on  which  they  differ,  and  tJie  grounds  upon  which  their  respective  opin- 
ions have  been  formed,  or  the  grounds  upon  which  they,  or  either  of  them,  have  so  refused,  declined', 
or  omitted  to  act.  \nd  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  the  government  of  the  U  Stales  hereb>  agree 
to  reC'r  the  report  or  reports  of  the  said  commissioners,  to  some  friendly  sovereign  or  state,  to  be 
then  named  lor  that  purpose  and  who  shall  be  requested  to  decide  on  the  differences  which  may  be 
.stilted  in  the  -.aid  report  or  reports,  or  upon  the  reporter  one  commissioiier.  togetlier  with  the  grounds 
npon  wbich  the  other  commissioner  shall  have  refused,  declined,  or  omitted  to  act,  as  the  case  may 
be  Vnd  if  the  commissioner  so  refusing  declining,  or  niiiitting  to  act,  shall  also  willully  omit  to 
state  the  gprounds  upon  which  he  has  so  done,  in  such  manner  that  the  said  statement  may  be  vcfer- 
red  to  such  friendly  soveieign  or  sia'e,  together  with  the  report  of  such  other  commissionei',  then 
such  sovereign  or  state  shall  decide  ejwparte  upon  the  said  report  alone.  And  his  Britauiiic  majesty 
and  the  government  of  the  United  States  engage  to  consider  the  decision  of  some  friendly  sovereign 
or  state  to  be  such  and  conclusive  on  all  the  matters  so  releiTcd 

AH  r  V.  '  V'hereas  neither  that  point  of  the  highlands  lying  due  north  from  the  source  of  the 
liver  St  Croix,  and  deMgnated  in  the  formi-r  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  powers  as  the  north-' 
■ivest  angle  ol'Nova  Seolia,  now  the  porth-westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river  has  yet  been  as- 
certained ;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  dominion  of  the  two  powers 
which  extends  Iroin  the  source  of  the  river  St  Croix  directly  north  to  the  above  mentioned  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  thence  along  the  said  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  which 
empty  tliemselves  into  the  river  St  Lawrence  Irom  those  which  fall  into  the  \tlantic  ocean  to  the 
north-westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the 
forty  fi  it  !i  degree  of  north  latitude;  thence  by  a  line  dut  west  on  said  latitude  until  it  strikes  the 
river  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy  has  not  yet  been  surv.-yed  it  is  agreed  thar  for  these  several  purposes 
two  commissioners  shall  be  appointed,  sworn,  and  authorised,  to  act  ex.ictly  in  the  manner  directed 
with  rcippct  to  those  mentioned  in  the  nexi  preceding  article,  unless  otherwise  specified  m  the  pres- 
ent article.  The  said  itommissioners  shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in  the  provin -e  of  .New  Brmiswiek. 
and  diall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  suoJi  other  place  or  pla>.cs  as  they  shall  think  tit.  Tht  said 
commissioners  shall  have  power  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  points  abovementioned,  in  combrrai- 
ty  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fighty  three, 
and  shall  cause  the  boiuidary  afutesaid  from  the  soi:rce  of  the  river  St  Croix  to  the  river  Iroquois 
or  Cataraguy.  to  be  surveyed  and  marked  accoriling  to  the  said  provisions  The  said  commission- 
ers shall  make  -mapoi  the  said  boundary,  and  annex  to  it  a  declaration  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  certifying  it  to  be  the  true  map  of  the  said  boundary,  and  particularizing  the  latitude  and  lon- 
gitude of  the  north-west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  oftlie  north-westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river, 
and  of  such  oihcr  points  of  the  said  boundary  as  they  may  deem  proper  And  both  parties  agree 
to  consider  such  map  and  declaration  as  finally  and  conclusively  fixing  the  said  bou;idary.  Anff 
-,n  the  event  of  the  said  two  commissioners  differing,  or  both  or  either  of  tliem.  reusing  or  declin- 
ing, or  williilly  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations,  or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  them,  or 
either  of  them,  and  such  reterence  to  a  friendly  sovereign,  or  state,  shall  be  made,  in  all  respects  as 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  contained .  aud  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  hereia 
repeated 

ARTICLE  VI  Whereas  by  the  former  treaty  oj'  peace,  that  portion  of  the  boundary  of  the 
United  States  fro  n  the  point  where  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude  strikes  the  river  Iroquois 
or  Cataraguy  to  the  LaKe  Superior,  was  dtclared  to  be  "  along  th.  middle  of  said  river  into  Lake 
Ontario,  tln-ou^ih  the  middle  of  said  lake,  until  it  strikes  the  communication  by  water  between  that 
lake  and  lake  Erie,  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  communication  into  lake  Erie,  through  the  raid- 
die  of  said  lake  until  it  anives  at  the  water  communication  into  the  Lake  Huron,  thence  through 
the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  water  communication  between  that  lake  and  Lake  superior.''  Aiid 
wheitas  doubts  have  arisen  what  was  the  mi.idle  of  said  river.  lakes  and  water  communications, 
and  wheth.'r  certain  islands  lying  in  ihe  sam,-,  were  within  the  dominions  nf  rlis  Britannic  Majesty 
r>t  of  the  United  States  In  order  thereli.rt .  finally  to  decide  these  doubts,  they  shall  be  referred  to 
two  commissioners,  to  be  appoints d,  sworn,  and  authorised  to  act  exactly  in  the  manner  directed 
with  respect  to  tliose  mentioned  in  the  next  prt.ceding  article  unless  otht-rwise  specified  in  this  pre- 
sent article.  The  said  commissioners  shall  mei  t  in  t.he  first  instance  at  Albany  in  the  state  oiNcw- 
york,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  sudi  otlitr  place  or  pUces  as  they  shall  think  fit  .-  the 
said  Loramissioners  shall,  by  a  report  or  declaration,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  di  sipnate  the  boun^ 
dary  through  the  said  river,  lakes  and  water  communications,  and  decide  to  which  of  the  two  con- 
tending parties  the  several  islands  lying  within  the  aid  river  lakes  and  water  communica- 
tions, do  respectively  belong,  ill  conlbrmity  oftlie  true  intent  oi  tht  said  treaty  oi  17S  •,  agree  to 
consider  such  desi|:nation  and  decisions  as  final  and  conclusive.  \nd  in  the  evtnt  of  the 
said  two  ■■ommissionew  differing,  or  botii,  or  either  of  tliem.  refusing  declining,  or  wilfully  omitting 
to  act.  such  reports  ileclarations  or  .tatements.  shall  be  made  by  ihem,  or  either  of  them,  aud  such 
rertTciice  to  a  (rieiidly  sovereign  or  state  shall  be  made  in  all  respects  as  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
tcwth  artich-  is  contained,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  it'  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 

ARTICLE  VII  It  is  lurther  agreed  that  the  said  two  last  mentioned  corainissionei-s.  after  they 
shall  h.ive  executed  the  duties  assigned  theniio  the  preceding  article  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorised  upon  their  oaths  impaitially  tofix  and  determine  according  to  the  true  intent  o.' die  said 
treaty  Oi'piaie  of  one  thousand  seven  huiidred  and  eighty  tbret-  that  part  of  he  boundary  between 
The  dominions  of  the  two  powers,  which  extends  from  the  water  communication  between  Lake  Hu- 
.on  And  Lake  Superior,  to  th<;  most  nor'h-'.re!tem  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  decide  to  which 
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„rtl,p  two  nanus  die  srvcrai  islands  Wing  in  the  lakes,  water  communications,  airf  riven  fortninp 
1  ..idTK^;^oic.M.eetiTcIybe1on|  in  coniormity  vith  tl.c  tn.e  intent  of  the  sa.d  treaty  ol 
t^S...,  one  tSnd  seven  hundixd  and  eighty-three  ;  and  to  cause  »uch  parts  ol  the  sa.d  bounda- 
,^  ,:  quiT^  it°to  he  surveyed  and  n.ark.-d  ^  The  sa.d  commisMoncrs  shall,  by  a  ^P°ft  "f  ^eelara- 
tion  ..nd. ,  their  hands  and  seals,  desi^natx.  the  Iwuirfary  aforesaKl,  state  the.r  ''^'='""°  °"  ^,^  P°^^' 
X."  re'crre..  to  them,  and  paiiiculariz^  the  latit.ido  and  lonsimde  o(  the  mo.t  uonhjestern  po  m 
ot  hJ  La^ol  the  Woods.  «l  such  otUer  part  of  th<  said  boundary  as  they  may  '•«^">  P,^"f,!^,^  ^^^'^ 
bo.h  uurties  aeree  lo  consider  such  designation  and  decision  final  and  cone  as. vc  Aud  in  the  ew nt 
^  thc^'aid  w^c»nmissioners  differing,  o.  both  or  either  o,  th.m  refnsmB.  dechm«g  or  ^.K "Hy  om.t^ 
?iip  tu  act  such  reports,  declarations  or  statements  shall  be  made  by  them  or  either  "f  U»'^°>-  f"^ 
;"(.  rt  er-nce  to  a  triendly  sovereiRn  or  state,  shall  be  raa-le  ,n  all  respeets,  as  in  the  latter  part  ot 
the  fourth  article  is  contained,  and  in  as  full  a  m-..^   r  as  if  th--  same  ^a^  h'^f"" '^P^''"^:^^  _-,,., 

AR  riCLK  VIII.  The  sev.  ral  Iioards  o:  two  co.amissi.meis  mentioned  m  the  preceding  artj^les 
O.Cil  r  sne^tivelv  have  power  ta  appoint  a  secretary  and  to  employ  such  surveyors  or  other  pei-sous 
«  t  «tn^  ?ud^'  ne^e??ary  Duplie.t.-s  of  all  their  respective  report,,  declarations,  statements  and 
deei  irms  a  d  of  their  accounts  and  of  the  ..ournal  of  their  proceedings  shall  be  delivered  oy  them  t, 
the  MS"-  his  Britamue  Majesty .  and  to  tlu-  agents  oV  the  United  Mates,  '^'w  "»=•>  '^,^t^^^" 
ivelv  npniinted  and  autiorisel  to  manage  the  business  on  ,«half  of  thur  respective  e"''';^,"^^^"^^- 
Th  sa^d  commissioners  shall  b.  r-sp-ctively  paid  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  between^e 
twn  ^onnactine  patties  such  agrcment  being  to  be  s-ttled  atthc  timeofthe  exebange  ol  the  raii- 
fi^.ion  of  t  i"  tr^itr  ^nJ  all  other  exi^aS^s  attending  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  de'tayed 
^^luv  bv  he  two  parties.  \nd  in  tl.e  case  of  death,  sickness,  resignation,  or  necessary  absence. 
tTp ht  .f  eveo  »u'hTmmissioner  respeaiwiy  shall  be  supplied  in  th.  -"-  manner  a^  such 
eommUsionpr  wa'  at  first  appointed,  and  the  n-w  comraiss  oner  shall  take  the  'ameoitli  or  amrma 
i'ron  and  To  the  same  duties  It  is  further  agreed  between  the  two  contracting  parties,  that  in  case 
lnro"?he  i'land!  nenSoned  in  any  of  the  preceding  articles  which  were  in  the  possession  o  one  o, 
?hJmr  ies  p^  o  the  co:nmencement  ol  the  present  war  between  the  two  countries^  ^1"^^ 
the  decision  of  any  of  the  boards  o.  commissioners  afoiv.a.d,or  or  the  sovereign  or  s«te  so  refer^ 
^r,:.  the  four  next  precedinK  articles  containwl  fall  within  the  dominions  of  the  other  party,  all 
^.^t,  of  UnS  LdfprevLul  to^the  commencement  o!  the  war  by  the  party  havmg  had  ^uf  posses- 
^I  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  such  Uland  or  islands  had  by  such  .lecision  or  decisions,  been  adjudged  to 
be  within  the  dominions  of  the  party  having  had  such  possession  . 

AR  riCLE  IX  Ihe  Un:'Pd  Statesof  America  engage  to  put  an  end  immediately  after  the  rati- 
fication of  the  present  tivaly  to  hostilities  ^ilh  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  v^ith  whom  they 
*  »;  te  a  v^^r^at  U«  time  o^'  such  ratification  and  forthwith  to  restore  to  '.ueh  tribes  or  nat^ns^. 
respectively,  all  the  possessions  rights  and  privileges  which  they  may  have  enj^^'d  or  been  entiten 
to  i^ione  Uiousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  previous  to  such  hostilities  ■  ■P'-'i'"/^'^ ''f^^,^' !;''*' 
^h  tr"tes  or  nSionsThall  agree  v.  d.sis,  from  all  hostilities  against  the  Umted  State.  <>«  '  ™f ^'^. 
Jheir  c  lizens  and  subjects,  upon  the  r  .tift.ation  of  the  present  treaty  being  notified  to  such  t"^"^ 
nat  on  and  shall  so  desist  ac^rdingly.  ^  ^nd  his  Britannie  Alajesty  engages  on  his  part  to  put^ 
end  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty  to  hostd  ties  with  all  the  mbes  or  na 
Sn  of  IndiansVith  whom  he  may  be  at  war  at  the  time  o.  such  ratification  and  forthwi  h  to  re 
store  to  such  tribes  or  nations  respectively  all  the  possessions  nghtsand  prmleges.  which  ih  y  may 
have  enjoyed  or  b-en  entitled  to.  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven  previous  to  such  ho» 
tilities  Provi^i!  always.  That  such  tribes  or  nations  shall  agree  to  desin  from  rll  hostilities  agaiiiTt 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  his  sutijcets  upon  the  ratification  ot  the  present  treaty  being  notilie<. 
tasuch  tribes  or  nations  and  shall  so  desist  accordingly  .,„„,- 

ARTICLE  X.  Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable  with  tin-  pnncipleso  humanity. anti 
iustir  and  whereas  both  his  Majesty  and  the  Uiiited  States  are  dedrous  , .  continuing  their  efforts 
to  pr...,it,te  its  entire  abolition  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  both  the  contiacung  p.arues  shall  use  the.r 
best  endeavours  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object.  .    .,     •  i         •  ,  ,» 

ARTICLE  XI.  This  treaty,  when  the  same  sh^ll  h.tve  been  ratified  on  both  s;des  w.U.out  alter- 
ation bvelther  ofthe  contracting  parties  and  the  rati  ications  mutu.illy  excha.UTed.  s'.a  1  be  binding: 
orboth  parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington,  in  the  space  ol  T.ur  months 

*"™  'iJiMtfh  ""l^ro^we  KeVeSitive  plenipotemiaries  have  signed  tins  treaty    and  have  there  • 
Done""h"fr^llfMU:"at1ihent,the  twenty  fowth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  Utin 
drtd  and  fourteen.  ^^^^       JOINQ   .-VDA.MS, 

(L   S.)        GAMBIER.  (L-^)        J-  A.  BAYARD, 

^L    S)        HEN'RY  GOULBURN,  (L  5)         H    CLAY 

fLS  WILLI  \M  ADAMS,  (L  S )        JOXA.  RUSSELL, 

(1-.  a.;         wxi^x-i-v  ,  v^    ^^        ALBERT  GALL.\TIN. 

Now  therefore  to  the  end  that  the  said  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  may  be  observed  with  good  faith, 
«n  the  part  ofthe  United  .States,  1,  James  Madison.  President  as  aforesaid  have  caused  the  premises 
to  be  mSde  public  ,  and  I  do  hereby  eojo.n  all  persons  bearing  oifice  eivd  or  """tary  jyithin  the  U. 
States  and  alio- her  citizens  or  inhabitaiiis  thereof,  or  be.ng  within  the  same  faithfully  to  observe 
and  fn'til  the  said  treaty  and  every  clause  and  article  therfOi      ^    „   .    ^„    .     ,    .       „     ,       . 

'      m  testinioiiy  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  ol  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to  these 
f>EAL)     presents  a;id  signed  the  same  with  my  hand 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington  this  eighteenth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  ol  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  aud  ot  the  sovereignty  ami  indepen- 
dence ofthe  United  sutes  the  thirty-ninth.  ^^^^  MADISON. 

JJj'  the  President, 

.TAMES  MONROE,  Acling  Secretary  of  Sia'.c. 


FIjYII. 
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